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WITNESS STATEMENT 
(AR 195-10 - TB PMG 3) 

FILE NUMBER P~:~n:llj;!,ad AFB, Florida ;A~:b 70 ITIM~ ., >" ">',, 
L~ST "AME., FtRST 't"If.,ME. MIOD'LE";N"A"M"E'--------r.s;;;O;;:c'o:�A~C~SE~C::;Uo;R;;,:;:T;;Y-;A:;:C:;C:;;O:;;U-;;N:;:T-;N;;O;-.-t-:G;::R~A;-;D:;:E,--------1 
~rORE, MICHAEL WILLIAM 

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS "~I ")1- "" ,; \.1 

IJatt,ery A, 2cC Battalion (HERC), 52d Artillery, . Everglades Nat], Park, FL 

,1LT, 
) J '.1. 

33030 
I ; --u;==:;--m",c:c::::--.-:==- SWORN STATEMENT . .,.,' r---rffI, Mi c hael Will i am Lepor e ---==:-'--'c:.;;W;;A::N;:;T~T~O'-:M-;-A~K~E;:'-:;T::H;;E:-;::F-;:O-;-L-;-L-;:O:;;W::' :-:NG=-=S::T:-:A::T:':E::M::E"'N"'T::-:U"'N::O=-=E::-:R=-=O-:A-=T""H-:-I 
, 

The following is the subst'ance of my parti'Oipatidn ii.t·-a:ii:·Artidle 32:Irivestigation 
conducted on the above date" at Homestead Air' Force' Base Florid'a.. ,j,';ll~'r",q ---

'. t' 

wa" identifi"d as being 
dllring the time frame 

I '"aG called and sworn by the Investigating Officer .. ,1 
1,1,,, cUlIIlfw.ncler uf A \mLLery, "d b'~tt!illon, 52d Artillery 
of the events in ~uestion. I acknowledged ac~uaintence 
Private 'Smith and Spec'ialis'll Eason, andridentif,ied them 

I - " v ;. I r.' ; 

of the two defendents, 
ase·being present in the room. 

'. r.',,; Y ij ,0. ., .. 

. ~ ii i' 'r'" '1' ,I I 'J.; "'",':',');,1",.,( .. , "':~: 11:,,j'~ ~, ~, 

The f6l:£bwing question were"directea to me,by.'the InvestigatioIT .. .0fficer. , . ' 

Q. In late November or'earlY Decembertdid;"Sp-ecialist Fineran come to you about 
'8';;i th andror' Eason .. ,. '.. ....,. ""'.'." , ..... "- . .....' .... 

.1\; I can't. remember the date. It was early in the morning, he was getting off 
dUt.y. He came in and.wantedto,talk to me personally. He brought in a stub of 
u cigarette ~£5 said that he had received it from up in the squad bay. He said 
t,ilat it "aG ~presellted ,to h~m as' being marijuana. lie, s,!-id,:that ,he got it from 

" " 

, 

Smith and that Smith had a lot of- thisstllff. ~,.took it and told him'to go about his 
normal routine. I put it in· an'envelope and secured it and. talked to the colonel 
that day. I didn{t taker:it in to'thecolonel-that,day because,pmething else ._ 
cane up. I mentioned to·Colonel King ,what had happened and to:N him there maybe 
ct'ocr people involved. We 'wanted to ,work out,_an underpoyerman •. I went .. to 
Fi nerl1n • s home and or'ought him )Jack "Ith me that afternoon. LTC King was ther8, 
n,1 (~l\t-:; \d th Mr. Ginquei':t.c1d. Mr. Binquefi'eld"desireu thati we .''Sbould, use Finerun 
8.e all undercover man.,F'rom this time on I was not directly involved with Fineran's 
ac::xities, and only heard of them as:I in~uiredinformally:from him. Early in 
.::anuary Mr .. Sin~uefield finally called asking. that Smith and Eason both be on duty 
ttat cay, and if they were off, . that, I arrange for them .. to be there. They were b~c,,". 

Kc:-"ing that day. Hr. Sin~uefield had Smith and Eason Jorought to him "c,,, ":o':o'''oS-;'''' 
"ti:eru. he then gave them into my custody. I reconunended that they be cor.fined. 
8."i ;S,; King arranged for the confinement, " 
", iiow did you keep this cigarette until you turned it over to LTC King? 
A. I have an Army field- safe in my office where valuables are kept. I put it in 
'tnere. 
Q. Frior·t.o Fineran's bringing' this cigarett.e in to you, had you had any social 
or off~duty contact.· together? , Occasional:q. His wife and my wife were good friends and we had gone out !>-. 

~-','71;'':;.' ~:lt{,~ ~~ ~ \("C)~p-J (" of timer:. 
Q. Did you and. he di.scuss drug problems;',on these. social occ1;.sions·! 
A. I can't remernJ:5r, I don't think so. I don't like to talk about the Army in 
canes like this./~'" .'< " r r .rl(;' ·"f 
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8TATfi.rT (Continued) ,'" " 

Q.: Following your discus,sio,n w~'th ',t;~,~tk~\~ind'~;;'S~r\\lU~fi~l~;<mtii';to~e:'tim~\ 
that Mr. Sinquefield called out to the ,batt"ry, had you any direct contact :;;',it,h 
the undercover activities? ' ",'" '-""'" 
A. ,,' I No. 

! ',:,' 

CPT Pipes, counselor for Private Smith then questioned me as follows: 
(; , 

Q. Can you describe to me the tenor of the Gonversation when Fineran came into 
your O'ffice that morning? 
A: He came: in and I didn't know what he wanted. He put, it on the table and said 
that, it waS gi'fen to him. It was a surprise to me because I didn't think we had 
a;' drug problem at the battery. I had recently, conducted ,several shakedown inspections 
and had found nothing. He said that Smith had given it to him, and that he had 
more. '. 
Q. What did' you say to him? ",: : :, 
A. ': I ,asked him what he did that for?" He said that Smith just gave it to him and 
here it·was., ,"(' (~ ,,' 
Q. Did 'he say whether O'r nO't he had ,asked: Smith to give' it to him? 
A: NO'. 1"told him' that, I thought nobody was smoking' the stuff. I told him I 
would ,keep 'it.'and s,how it, to thec(llonel' later.' 'I' '" '"" 

Q. Did he indicate whether he suspected Smith, of selling it? 
A. ,No, I:,don't believe',he did. ' ",' ,,', ,';:' ,'" 
Q. Describe 'tome; as best you can remember' it, ,the conversation that took place 
wi th UrC',King and -Mr. Sinquefield. 
A. 'I showed LTOKing what I had found and told him what had gone on without men­
tioning Fineran. ,UfC King ,said that he would probably have to,be used ,for an 
undercover man. Later on, Myself, LTC King ,-Mr. Sinquefield. and Specialist Fineran 
were'all'present., Fineran related the interview between him and me. Sinquefield 
asked about his background and asked him, if he would be an,undercover man. I 
believe he did this because of the fact that' he had knowledge:and training and a 
reputable character.: 
Q. What was Fineran's resp,?ryse? 
A. He agreed to goalong'kr 

AFFIDAVIT . 

" _-'-/":''''1.'1(,,'11. ~/'L1. /1/-", F:,£!.""-,,IIlc:1.::.c..J , ...£Lc:!E"'_'~;'!'L.!.;O!..L/?':~ /-::-___ .,-__ HAVE READ OR HAVE HAO READ TO ME TH'S STATE-

MENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1 AND ENDS'ON PAGE~. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT 
MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIAL~1:HE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE 
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF SENEFfT oflt REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT 
OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE,. OR UNLAW. F4lo I~~U.~~~._-~/ 

.' . . . . . . . %;;(~i~~!J, riJJp-J"J. 
, {(SIQnature (j{ Pi-on MaldnQ Statement) 

WITN~SSES: 

Subsc:rlb.eI anel swo~ to b.fore me, a person authollzeel by law 
. 

to aelmlnl ... , ooths, this -5±J:JcfO'l of Febrnary , 19:1..!:1-....,. o. " .~ .. ~ RaSA. 1<'.1 ... 

O-R-a-AN-IZ-A-T.-O-N-O-R-A-O-O-R-ES-S----------- ,,~A'Y/ . .('d~ L / 
,._" (~:'::.~.~~~1~1. ;::.~ -', - ,. : (~IQnatur. t?.~.!:~"-~'} Admlnl.terl~O~t~). 

'r "r' CLIFFORD S. ATHEY 
101 -8 .1 ,.9.Hq 47th Arty Bde (AD). 9Jan70 

: 2'::':',,"-~_=;,' c,"-'---"':....:...!''-'-''-_-..:.. ~"'-' _---------' 
(AuthorJty To Administer Oath_) 
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C) o 
STATEMENT OF lLT MICHALE W. LEPORE TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFB, FLORIDA 
DAT1"D 3 FEBRUARY 1970Continued 

·f' 
Q;;. Did Mr. Sinquefield give him instructions? 
A. He said to go along like normal. He gave Fineran his duty and home phone 
numbers in case anything came up, and said that I was to be a contact. I never 
did have to act as a contact between them, and learned informally that they met 
several times. 
Q. Did Mr. Sinquefield tell Fineran how,to act? 
A. I really don't remember."" 
Q. Did he indicate that he was to try to contact Smith? 
A. I don't think so. He was just tol'd to act normal and that Mr. Sinquefield 
would contact him later. 
Q. You say that you put the alleged cigarette butt in your safe. Would you 
please describe your safe. 
~. It is an Army field safe, very heavy, and further chained to the pipes in my 
office. It has its owp locking device, as well as a combination lock. Myself, 
the Executive Officer and the first sergeant know the combination. 
Q. At the time.Mr. Sinquefield contacted you and said that Smith should be on 
duty, was that in the new year. 
fl.. Yes 
Q. Did Mr. fJinqucfield say to confine them? 

., A. No. I was inexperienced in these matters and didn't know what to do. He 
placed them in my custody and mentioned several possibilities. Confinement was 
my choice. 
Q. Did LTC King suggest confinement ,to you? 
A. No 
Q. Did he indicate that he "as happy with your decision'? 
A. No 
Q. Why did you rule out transferring them to the base'? 
A. I don't really know, it just seemed in light of the seriousness of the offense 
that it "as the best thing that could. be done. They had no place in the unit and 
couldn't be useful anywhere else. 
Q. Didn't you send another person up to the base on a similar offense? 
A. Segalla, yes. 
". Did anyone ever tell you it was wrong to send Segalla up to the base? 
A. No. 
Q. Would you be adverse to releasing them? 
A. I would be opposed to letting them out of confinement. 
Q. Why'? 
fl.. Because of the seriousness Of their offense. I don't want them to be exposed 
to Ule rest of the personnel. 
Q. 

Q. 
fl.. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 

Did you confine them originally to protect the rest of the troops? 
I suppose that had something to do with it. 
Did you have any indica.tion at all that Private :':::mi th "'as IJrr:;pr.1.ring to g:.. 
.No, you never do. 
Do you know whether Segalla is still here at Homestead 
No. 
I am not familiar "ith that man's caSe. 
Possession of Marijuana. 

Why was he transferred to Homestead. 

Regar~1 to Smith. You are the officer who signed the confinement orders? 
Yes 1!f/ 
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o o 
STATEMENT OF lLT MICHAEL W. LEPORE TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFB, FLORIDA 
DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1970 Continued 

) Q.f Did you also sign any paperwork transferring them from Key West to Homestead? 
A. No. I am not involved in that at all. 

Captain Pipes indicated that he had no further Questions of me at that time. 

Captain Suhre, counsel for Specialist Eason then Questioned me as follmls: 
'/ fO!'~ineran and Q. You were a go-between 

A. I believe Mr. SinQuefield had that in 
action. 

SinQuefield? 
mind, but I was never involved in any 

~. Did you ever hear from Mr. Ginquef'ield, li'ineran, or anyone else during the 
investigation, Eason's name mentioned? 
A. One time I informally asked Fineran how things were going, and he said he 
thought Eason might be involved. Later, as I read the statements, I realized 
that Easom might be involved. 
Q. Not before that? 
A. No. 
Q. When Fineran first brought the marijuana cigarette allegedly obtained to you, 
you asked him where he got it. What was the tenor of the conversation? 
A. We had a few sarcastic comments back End forth. I didn't really think that 
we had any problem at the battery. 
Q. What do you mean by "sarcastic comments"? 
A. Some profanity. I said there was none of that crap around and he said he 
got the crap from one of the guys he knew fro~~own range. 
Q. These sarcastic remarks had no ethnic o~racial overtones. 
A. No sir. No inferrence of any kind. 
Q. As far as Eason is concerned, were you surprised when Mr. SinQuefield said to 
have Eason there? 
A. Not really, since Fineran had mentioned Eason earlier. 
Q. You said that you were unexperienced in these matters and did not know what 
to do and Mr. Sinquefield said the general procedure was to confine these people. 
A. He did not tell me to confine them. I said, "What do I do with them?" he 
said it was my responsibility. I could confine them, transfer them to headQuarters, 
or keep them at the battery. 
~,. 'When was your decision made to confine them? 
/-.. Right away. 
Q. You decided to confine them because they might contaminate the troops, and 
you also stlid something about a freeze', 
A. I thought that if I left them at the battery they would just be in the way. 
I didn't know what they would do with them at headQuarters, so I thought confineBent 
would be best. 
~" I am interested in your leg,~ll reasons now ra.ther than your prac:t i CA.l Gr.".!s. 
:)lj ,)'uu COll:3ult wi th ttnyoue about wllttt the UCMJ I.:H.l,.YS about pre-trial (!onfinemen'G'; 
A. I read the confinement section of the UCMJ and thought that it was warranted 
by the seriousness of the offense. ~'here was no outside influence in my chain of 
command that I know of to."J;l<ive them confined. I was not aware that they were 
brought up here from Key -West. '<1) 
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() 
STATEMENT OF' lLT MICHAEL W. LEPORE TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFB, FLORIDA 
DA'rED 3 FEl:IRUARY 1970 Continued 

'{{aptain Suhre had nlJfurther questions for me. 

Captain Pipes asked if I knew my new forwarding address, and I replied that it 
was not known to me. 

He asked me if I had ever made a written statement pertaining to this case. I 
said that I had, but latet found I had been confused and telephonically stated 
to him that I had not made such a statement. 

There being no further questions, I was dismissed by the Investigating Officer~) 
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