WITNESS STATEMENT

(AR 195-10 - TH PMG 3)

PLACE DATE TIME FILE NUMBER
_lLomestead Alr Force Base, Florida . 3 Feb 70 - o o
L AST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDOLE NAME SOCIAL SECURITY ACCOUNT NO. | GRADE
FINERAN, JESSE JOHUN .- eplh

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS - s -
Battery A, 2d Battalion (HERC), 52d Artillery, lverglades Natl Park FL 53030

Tne following is a substance of my'testimony at an Article 32 Investigation held

1t the above date and place. o L g :

é 1 was'called and sworn by the Investigating Officer and asked to identify the two

5 defendents who were in the room. I testified that T had first met Smith at the

| Launcher Area at the battery around QOctober or Hovember of last year. Under

| guestioning: I related that we had dral talks in the launcher area and that

| marijuana had’ been mentloned a.few times. Once he shoved me a cigarette thau he

snid was marijuana. I could net recall the exact date, but bellﬂved.ﬁhf o' be :

around the first part of November. I also stated that we had poken in the launcher

| area several times after that instance of marijuana. I told the investigating
officer that Smith and I were spedklng about, marijuana and he tocok me to nls

and gave me a butt which I brought te 1LT Lepore. He subsequently tonx 15 1s

|

s e st

ning and from that I met Mr. Singquefield. I testified that 1LT Lepore 4oorn me
to LTC King, whe introduce me to Mr. Singquefield, and that Mr. Singuefield zsken @D
me Lo purchase marijuana from Smith. 1 then went back to the vatlery and my jou
as a dog handler.. I next saw Smith a day or sc later and the subject of marijuan:
was again brought up. 1 asked him il he could come up with szcome morc and we tried C@
Lo arrange an transaction. le said that he could arrange it. Ile said he could

Fr it on a certain dale, but Ae didn't come_through at th&t Lime. He did Lom(GP

) L&ter. T notified Mr. ulnquefleld who made money avallabie to me. He s
LJt&Q tne serial numbers on the bills, I used this money to purchase the marijuana
cigarettes: I testified that I knew they were marijusna because I had seen the[}ab
reocrtgjlalthough at the time I received them I only suspected them to be marijuan=z.

i testified that I had about z years experience on the New Orleans Pclice Department
rrior To joining the Army, and that I had seen and handled merijuana several times
aurirg the 14-16 weeks I was in training in the academy there. I testified that
wmiun delivered several eigarettes to me, and that I had further dealings witn him.
. ing back to clarify .an edrller statement, I testified that prior Lo receliving the
ven omarijuana clgarelbtes, I had’ met Smith earlier and he had given me a clgarette.
iniz wag on the same day that we bought the ten cigarettes, and was prior Lo that

i

b

.rzngaction. 1 testified that I met Smith at the battery and we drove in to ire

icp Cat lounge in Fleorida City.' Smith mentioned that the person from which ne
purchased was possibly there. iis contact apparently wasn't. We drove for =z wnile
and came to a lounge in homestead. \I gave him the mopey ahd he went in and segulirsd
ihe_ten cigaretteg. Yhis occurred about the 12th of December. 1 personally gavne

witenl Lousked him 10 he could gel we some loose mariJushs, not rolled, pecawss Loo
price for the rolled cigarettes was too high. IHe sald that Eason had tried to scll
him some. at Lhe Top Cal Lounge. J;ﬁﬂ.
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STATEMENT (Conunued) _ } v _ A ./

Téﬁéaptaln Suhre, . counsel for Eason obJected at thls polnt that my evidence was hear-
say. 'The I.0. noted his obJectlon and asked me to confine my testimony to personal
knowledge. B _

L continued that this was just prior to Chfistmad, and that Smith snd T had &
lack of communications over the holldayg, but that he promised to get me the mari-
Juana, but he never delivered.

I later had another demling with him relative to marijuana. I called him and asked
if he could acquire an ounce of marijuana. He said yes. 1 was put off somewhat.
He would say he had it and then did not. - T called him again and he said to come
down to his apartment in Florida City. . I did and we went looking for his. contact,
which we found later in the morning. We went to an apartment house in Florida Clty
where 1 waited in the cur and Smith went in to the house and talked to someone else.
tie returned and seid he could set it up later in the day. With this other person,
introduced to me ag Willie Griffin, we went to Perrine and Griffin purchased with
my money that I had given to Smith prior to this time three bags of green vegetable
substance.. We returned to Griffin's apartment and rolled them into cigarettes for
me, 1 can't-remember the exact number of cigarettes.. I belleve they were about

21 or 22 rolled. Griffin took two cigarettes, 1lit one and took a couple of drags
andgave it to Smith who finished the cigarette. I also observed Smith smoking what
I Lelleved to be wu marijuana cigarette on another occéasion when a Negro female

1it one and Lock a couple of puf'fs and then gave it te Smilh who finished itl.

Unrer questioning of the I0 I lLestified as follows about my connection with Lason

ir, regards to purchases of alleged marijuana: I ran into kason in the IFC ares

wnile looking for Smith, who had promised to get some marijusna for me. 1 asxed
Leson where Smith was und he wanted to know what I wanted with him. 1 seid he waz
2oing to get.something Tor me, and the conversution finally got around to wonere -

we were both talking about marijuana, and later in the conversation hascn said ne
would be able to take care of mo. -Several deys laler 1 recceived = call ot my
cesidence and spoke to kasob and he wssked me Lo come over vo Smith's apartment,

which I did, and we talked and he said he was goling to megquire some marijuana and [0

AFFIDAVIT

(4 )
1, Tesse J. Fineran HAVE RE A DMl o Ao ABAB- 5D W TH IS STATE-

MENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1| AND ENDS ON PAGE_ ? . | FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT I5 TRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT, | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT
OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.,
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STATEMENT OF JESSE JOHN FINERAN TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFB, FLORIDA
DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1970 Ceontinued

I asked him to pick up scme for me. I gave him $5.00 Mr. Sinquefield had given me.
I was to meet him back at Smith's apartment later in the afternocn, but Eason

was not able to make it back in time. I received a call on guard duty at the
battery that night. Bascn said he had the stuff and asked me to meet him in the
morning at his house. T asked him to bring it in and he said he would have Smith
bring it in. Next morning in the mess hall T received a call that there was
something in SGT Jone's car for me. I got the keys to Jone's car from Specialist
Tucker, the sergeant of the guard. I opened the car and unlcocked the glove
compartment. Inside was a matchbox which contained a green vegetable substance.

I later gave this box and the material it contained to Mr. Sinquefield. I identified
the box because I had previously asked him to get me a matchbox of marijuana, and
when T saw the box I assumed it was for me. I then related a further instance

in which I was aSSOCiaggd with Eason in regards to marijuana. I had asked him
late in December if 4@ Could furnish me with an ounce of marijuana and he said
yes, Just over the course of the conversation. On New Years Eve I was on guard
and I received a call from Fason and he told me that he would be out at the
battery and would bring me the ounce I asked for. Later in the evening Eason

came to the launch area outside of the gate and I went out to talk to him. He
suid he had the stuff. Prior to this he said it would be $25.00 and I only had
$20,00 from Mr. Singuelfield. Outside the fence that night I gave him $20.00 and
he gave me a plastic bag with vegetable matter of the same consistency and smell
as the other purchases. I +to0ld him I would give him the other five dollars later.
A day or two later I gave him the rest of the money in theA Battery launch area
parking lot. As far as I can recall, there was nothing further between us in
regards to marijuana. T testified, in answer to the IO's questions that in cach
case eXcept the [irst butt handed me by Smith I had given the merchandise directly

.

“eode. Zinquefield

At this point Captain Pipes, counsel for the accused Private Smith questioned
me substantially as follows:

First he asked about my past background, especially concerning my association with
the dew Orleans Police Department. I testified that I had been with the department
frr about a year, and that I had started out with the traffic impounding section,
ater attended the academy for a period of 14-16 weeks, and had then been assigned
to a marked patrol car in the 6th distriet. My duties there -consisted primarily of
‘rnvestigation, patrolling, apprehension, and reporting. During this time T was
irectly associated with approximately 10 marijuane cases. I testified that I left
re force for personal reascons and joined the Army. In the Army I had been to

ie training and Warrant Officer Flight School. That I was assigned as an

nd given an MP MOS, and later changed to a dog handler. I further explained

; my present dubties were scceurity of the exclusion area at the battery. T stazted
1 relt it was ony eitizen's duly to Lry to preserve law and to aaat s foocny.

o

R o

[T

-t
el

oo

- 4 m

CPP Pipes then asked me the following:

W Was the subJect of marijuana a common subject at the batlery.
A. I really don't know. I don't spend too much time at the battery. I would
sey that it was Jjust an occasional subject. S}fL
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STATEMENT OF JESSE JCUNH FINERAN TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFB, FLORIDA
DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1970 Continued

JA—Q. Did you ever have any discussicn about marijuana with anybody other than
Smith and Eascn?
A. Yes. Specialist MeClain and I had a discussicn one time.
Q. What was the tenor of that discussion?
AL We talked about use of drugs generally. He asked me about my experience
with drug abuse on the New Orleans Police Department.
Q. Regarding the first time you discussed marijuana with Smith, what were the
circumstances at the time?
. It was in the morning. We had put our dogs up and were returning from the

fence line. Smith was & guard in thecigytime which was to relieve myself and the
other guard. We exchanged greetings and just started a general conversation.
During the conversation he took out his wallet and took out what he said was a
marijuana cigarette.

. Was the sun up?

A Yes.

G How long had you had a speaking acquaintence with Smith?

A, Several weeks tc a month. We had spoken several times in the launcher area,

e But this was the first time you spoke about marijuana?

Ji Yeos sir.

s Had you heard anything about Umith prior Lo spesking with him on thiz particular

day? Did he have a réputation of which you were aware?
A, Not that I can recall.

Q. Prior to the time he showed you what was in his wallet, neither of you said
anything about marijuana?
L. I would say tha{ it was spoken of, but no specific instance that I can

ﬂrmemnnr, but it was prior to my being 1nvolvedrég
dho first brought it up?

A. Smith d4id, sir.

. At the time he pulled out his wallet, what did he show you?

4, It looked like a cigarette rolled falrly slender, twisted on the ends, and {lsz
from being in his wallet.

e Did he say what was inside the paper?

A, Ho

e What happened then?,

PO I went home.

CPT Pipes then asked me to relate again the circumstances that took place when I
was given a marijuana cigarette in Smith's room. I said that it was early in
_ecenver, I was talking to Smith in the launcher area about T in the morning after
woreing all night., ©Smith was on manning in the tower, about eight feet high.
i zald good morning and he mentioned that he had bteen to town or had gone out,
something to this effect. It 1s pretty normal talk out at the battery. He
menticoned that he had gone to town and had a bag of marijuana, wvhich he had rollnd
some and had sold some in the area. I Just followed along with the conversation
and tried to encourage him to talk. He told about the marijuana he had scld at the
3ile and I asked him If he had anymere and he said nhe might have some in his room,
We Llhen separated and went into the IFC area. I had a breakfast and then we had
& Ltraining film which L attended. 1 am not sure whether Smith went or not. o

PAGE L4 OF _/.% PAGES
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STATEMENT OF JESSE JOHN FINERAN TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFB, FLORIDA
DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1970 Continued

A}?I saw Smith again in the hall after the film and asked him again about the cigarette
in his reocom. We went down to his room and he went to a locker and tock out a
service cap with his name on the band and extracted a stub of a cigarette. Tt
wuis 8 rolled piece of paper with vegelable matter inside that was burned and rolled
again. He handed me the cigarette, I did not give him any money for it, and he
didn't ask for any. In response to CPL Pipes question I said that he did not say
he was giving it to me.

PIPES. Did you say anything in response? :

A, I thanked him and told him if he came up with any more to let me know.

Q. Prior to this time, other than in your duty with the police department, had
you ever possessed marijuana on your cwn?

A, No

Q. What possessed you to take the marijuana this time?

A A very good question sir.

SN Can you give me a very good answer?

Al I just didn't think it was right and I wanted to do something about it.

Q. At the time you took it, did you intend to take it inf

A, Yes. SERE
Q. At the time you asked Smith to contact you when he got some more did you intend
tr, take Lhat in, Loo?
| JE Yo
‘ 4. To whom did you intend to take it?
A, The battery commander.
; Q. Did you know him perscnally at this time?
| A Yes. My wife and his wife are friends and we had been out zenially & f=w ~imeoz.
Q. You had discussed drugs with him at this time? What was the tenor of your
discussion with him?
A, We had gotten on to the subject of drug abuse.
Q. I take 1t your were against the use of drugs?
A Yes
o You communicated that to 1LT Lepore?
A, Yes, .
. Did you talk about the drug problem here in Homestead?
A Yeu .
- tid you take the marijuana you subsegquently found te him bLecause of an

zzreement you had with him to bring all you found to him?
: o osir. I happened to come across this. I felt that it was my duty.

" DG ddeutenent Lepore ask you Lo bring it to him?

e Nooair :

s is *t conmon for an enlisted man to be socially acquainted with his vattery
commamdors

A S odsaas by,

. How deo you uecount lor your gsoclel acguuainlence?

A, Common’¥riends and common interests. Also, our wives were friends.,
Q. When you talked to Smith in his room, only the two of you there? o
A Yes. 447
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STATEMENT OF JESBE JOHN FINERAN TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFB, FLORIDA
| DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1970 Continued

i
Q.

Relate to me the conversation with LT Lepore in his office. What did you

say to him?

PR 4

O POPOR L P00 0

Pl
VN
[
®

W
Qs
A,

I told him what I d4id and turned it over to him.

What 4id he say?

That he would contact LTC King and to go about my duties.
Did you get any other instructions?

- No

Pid you then meet with Eblonel King?

Tes.

What did he say?

He asked me geveral questions about where did I get it and how did I acquire

and we spoke just briefly and then Mr. Sinquefield came in.

Was this in the mornlng or the afternoon?

Afterncon.

The same day thait you tock the cigaretie to LT. Lepore?

No sir. I belleve it was the following day.

Describe your conversation with Mr. Sinquefield?

I spoke to Mr. Sinquefield. He explaindfdﬁﬂ%’problems of drug abuse in the

How was he identified to ycu?

Mr. Sinquefield, the CID agent.

Did he talk about the drug problem nationally or in this area?

He pretty much spoke of problems in the Army missile gites. Later he asked

me if T would be willing to work for him and try to purchase more marijuana Irom
military perscnnel in the battery area.

Q.

LY

A

- 00 L

Specifically Private Smith?

At the time., But he said 1f I ceme into contact with others to let him know.
But at this point he wanted you to buy some from Smith?

Yes

Did he give you any money?

Ho sir. He said that I was only to set up a transaction and I was to contact

him if I needed any money or advice to contact him and he would meet me and give
whatever was necessary,

e
L
went

Did you have occasion to contact Smith later that day or: later on?

YWe were both on duty at night. We talked inside by the TV room and then we
out and sat in the car and talked for a while.

What about?

The availability of marijuana.

What did you say?

I azked him if he had any more or if he could get some.

Did you indicate that you were willing to pay?

Yes. A
You had occasion to go to town with Smith in whose car?d?
My car.

Just the two of you?

Yes

Where did you go?
We went to Florida City flrst. I’irst went to the battery area. I had set

up a transaction with Smith so I was supposed to meet him at noon and I went there
and Smith had told mé?that he was not able to acquire any marijuana, that I should
come back later on. At that time he gave me one handrolled cigarette.;ﬁiﬁ-_
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STATEMENT OF JESSE JOHN FINERAN TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFE, FLORIDA
DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1970 Continued

JAY.  What did he sey?

Come back when I get off guard and that he could acquire some marijuana,
Q. Did he indicate where?

i No.
Q. Was he still on restriction at the time?
A, 1 believe that he was still on restriction.

Q. What did ycu say to that?

A, OK. 1I'll see you later in the evening. He said call him first, which I did.
Q. Did he say where to call?

A, The admin area. He said to come out later and he would be able to leave
shortly. He had a little detail to do. He finished and got into my car and we
drove into Florida City. We stopped first at the Top Cat Lounge on Redlandﬁfil
Road. Smith got out of the car and I waited in the car. He said he would be
right back. He said that Willie is not here, refering to a subject or person
unknown to me at this time. Then we drove to a residence in Florida City right
off Lucy Street. He went in there and I waited in the car. . He returned and the
time lapse there was anywhere from forty minutes to an hour.

Q. You waited in the car for almost an hour?

A. fes.

Q. What did you do? .

A, Listened to¢ the rad:Lo.h Smith returned with a Negro male approzimately 14

years old who was introduced to me as Douglas. The three of us then went to an
apartment on the other side of the street where I understand Smith resides. He
said he lived there in this apartment. We all went inside where he tried to make
a phone call. I believe he was trying to call his wife in California. From tnere
we rode around and Smith tried to locate his contact. then we went to a place
that 1 understand is cal.ied the Greenhouse or Temples. We parked in the parking
lot adjacent and Smith and Douglas went inside to tne bar. I egat in the car.
Farlier in the evening I had given him $1u0.00 whien was to purchase marijusna £
me. Smith returned a bit later and Douglas 10 -~ 15 minutes later. Douglaz zat
in the back seat and Smith in the front of my car, a Volkswagen. Smith hanaed =me
ten hand-rolled cigarettes which were similar to the ones I had gotten from hin
tefore. From there 1 took Smith to the battery at his request and Douglas
accompanied me. I dropped Smith off at the battery and then took Douglas Lack
to where we had picked him up.
Q. You described a third occasion on which you ostensibly received marijuana.
Would you tell us about it?
A. I had contacted Smith by phone and asked him if he could come up with an cunce
of marijuane and he said that he would let me know. I talked with him later and
he said that he was not able to deliver it yet, to come by his apartment after
work.

. Do yourremember what date this was?

A Sarly in Jdamary .

s dver how loug of a perLod had you asked him Lo gel the (7779 Y IR SVESOE PR R FL I AU oAt

not able.

A several days.

d. How many times did you phone him?

A. Abgut three times.

Qs Did you call him at the battery?

A, Yes, He was working in the mess hall., He told me to meet him at his apartment
that he should have something for me. So I went by his apartment but he wasn't there.
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STATEMENT OF JESSE JOHN FINERAN TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFB, FLORIDA
DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1970 Continued

A7
‘4§. What time of day was that?

A, Approximately eight to eight-thirty in the morning. TFrom there I went to

my home and celled his apartment. He was there and told me to come over. I went
back and he had a black '55 or '56 Chevy which he was driving and he told me to
ride with him. I got into the car and we drove over to an apartment building in
Homestead. He went into the building and returned with a Negro female. We three
left in the auto and arrived at another apartment building in Florida City where
Smith and the female got out of the car and went into an apartment and returned in
approximately 10 - 15 minutes. From there we drove back to Smith's apartment.

In rolte to Smith's apartment, the girl pulled a hand-rolled cigarette out and asked
Smith if she should light it now and he said no. We went over to Smith's apartment
and he told me that Willie would have the stuff about three o'clock or so. Bo
while we were sitting in the apartment the girl asked Smith if she could light it.
Zhe took a draw-and handed the cigarette to Smith who smoked the rest of it.

o Did you smoke any of it?

A No

. Did you handle it?

A, Ko sir, not this particular cigarette

e How far away were you from the cigarette?

L Whnen she et 1L on Bhe table 1owes clovse to TLoseveral Limen wonlking boack
el Porth, When she LIG 1L 1 wag approximalely 5 - 6 feel away.

e wWwhat happened then?

i After this Smith asked me to take him out to the base which I did and I

brought him back to the ‘girl's apartment. She took the Chevy to her place while
Wz went out. to the base.

@. Where did ycu go from there?

A. I went to a doctors sppointment for a flight physical. It was at Dr. Crosses'
office, a civilian doctor. Then I went to Smith's apartment but was told that
willie wasn't back yet, to come back later. T then went to see my wife who works
=% Young's Travel in Homestead.

% What time did you leave your wife to go hack?

ki It Was around 1600.

@ What happened then?

o I went to the apartment where Smith was. I picked up Smith and we drove back
o the apartment in Florida City, just Smith and myself. Smith went in and came

ack with’ g Wegro male and introduced him as Willie. I was told to drive to Perrine
my car.. I did and was told to stop in front of a small building where Willie got
W

&) !-‘- C‘

1t.
e Zinith and you remained in the car?
i fe He got out and came pack directly. Then I drove back to Smith's apartment.
Seitn wadtin the back seat, Willie in the front. Then I was told to stop at a grocery

stove where Smith and Willie gotl oul apd purchascd some cigarchtie papers. I

emalned in the car From Lhere I drove back Lo Willie's apartiment and  was Lnvites
in. At this-time Wlllle took out from his pocket three brown envelopes which he
operiedc and put into three separate piles on the kitchen table. Then he bagan to roll
the contents into ecigarettes. I rolled also

Q. Smith did not roll? '

A, No sir, §d 7
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STATEMENT OF JESSLK JOHN FgN%RAN TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFB, Fﬁbﬁ%DA
DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1970 Continued

FR Then what happened?
A, Then I was given a plece of waxed paper to place the cigarettes in and
Griffin {the female had earlier referred to him as Willie Griffin} picked up a
cigarette and smoked it, gave It to Smith who smoked it and offered it to me. I
said no, that I had to go to work. Then 1 left.

Q. You turned these into Mr. Sinquefield?

Al Yes .

G Were you keeping notes about what was going on?

A, 1 took notes from the time I was instructed by Mr. Sinquefield to do 50.
Q. When did you keep these notes?

A, Upon leaving or furnishing a converstaion I would write the essentials down
cn.a piece of scrap paper and transfer it to my note book later.

Q. Had the ncteboock been given to you by Mr. Sinquefieldf

A, Ko, I bcught it.

Q. Do you have the noteboock now?

A, 1 gave it and the scraps of paper to Mr. Singuefield.

Captain Pipes indicated that he had no further questions of me at this time.
Captain Suhre, counsel for Specialist HBason then gquestioned ne.

e asked me to again relate the circumstances of my first meeting with Fason when
mari junng wus discussed. 1 again related that [ was looking for Smith who had

something for me.

ilow long did the ccnverstaion last?

o

A About five minutes

<. Was the word "marijuana" ever used?

A. Not "marijuana", "grass"

Q. Did you talk about anything else in that five minutes, or only about the Thing
Smith was supposed tc get you?

A, That was about the sum of the conversg ion.

o Were the words "reefer'" or "joinl' ever used.

Al To my recollection, [ can't even remember "grass" being used right row.

e Do you drink? '

A, Yes

o Do your friends drink?

A Yes )

o Would it be illegal for you to possess alcohol on the battery site wnile <z
duty®

Yes

wWhat day was that, approximately?

Around the 186h to the Dlst off I)tzt..c-&at-(r'r.
. DUoaewt werk in thie Tauneh arew el FBonen woerios o FIML heew bt g e
meer b Bim there

AL I was off duty.

Q. When did ycu next talk tco Haszon?

A It was later on, but still in December.

Q

A

A

e Ly e
.« 4+

. How did you come to have this conversation?
. I received a phone call from HSGT Jones and he said somecne wanted to talk to me,
person then ceme on the phone who identified himself as Kason

. What was the general tenor of that conversation? é X

PACGH 9 OF /.7 PAGES




iz

. o ®

STATEMENT OF JESSE JOHN FINERAN TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFE, FLORIDA
DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1§70 Continued

A, He wanted me to meet him at Smith's apartment.

Q. About what time did you receive the call?

A. Late morning, about 10 to 11.

7 What time were you to meet Kason at Smith's apartment?

A, I was tcld to come over at the time. I did go over then.

Q. Did you go inside?

A, I Just got out of the car. FEason and Smith were standing in front of the
spartment., Al spoke to both of them and then Eason and I walked to his car, He
tould me tha{ he was going to purchase some marijuana and Lhat I eould have some
+f T wanted. I gave him $5.00, This occurred about 15 - 20 minutez after the
pnone call,

Q. Then what dld you do?

i I was told to meet him back there at approx1mately 3:00 c'tclock.

S And he would give you the alleged marijuana?

A Yes. I went back later and Smith and Jones were there. They said “hat Zasor
had nct come back, From there I returned to my residence and then vent to work.

Q. Later at work you received a call?

A, Yes, from Bason. This was about nine that evening. He was calling from a
party and he said thal he had the moarijunna. e said 10 T could mecl him in the

morning that he would give it Lo me, 1 asked him LIf he wag coming in to work and
he said nc and that he would get Smith to bring it in.

. e said oSmith?

£ Tes.

< Are you sure?

4 Yes.

4. You sald you had a call from SGT Jenes, and that there was sometning In nis
car that Eason had left for you?

P Yeas

e didn't say what

No sir. T was in the mess hall at the time.

Going back to the time you went to LT Lepore about alleged marijuans traffic,

:d from the time you talked to Mr. Singuefield, had ycu talked 4o Zascon Zricr =<
tlng Mr. Sinquefield and deciding that you would work with him?

. o osir.

e So you had no reason to suspect that Hason was trafficking in drugs, is tha:

right? '

A Other thon from rumors, sir.

W R
.

e What rumors?

A A statoment that Smith had said.,

Q. IBut the rumors weren't from anyone else?

A. No sir.

W When Jones called you in the morning did he soy what was left?

A No, only thal Fason had left something in Lhe car.

Q. The five dollars you gave to MKason for the marijuana that was supposedly left
in the glove box =~ where did you get the money from? :

A Mr. Sinquefield.

Q. Did you get it that morning?

A No, prior to this.

Q. Did you get the meney befdre going to Smith's apartment that mornlngV
A. No, prior to that time. /f7/:
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STATEMENT OF JESSE JOHN FINERAN TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFD, FLORIDA
DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1970 Continued

W Q. You noted the serial numbers on the bills?

A Mr. Sinquefield did.
Q. Was the money marked in any way?
A, Only the serial numbers as far as I know, sir.
Qe Af'ter the incident in late December when you picked up the box from Jone's car,
when was ihe next time you had a discussion wilh Fason atout marijuana?
A A couple of days later sir.
Where and when was this? dd 7
A, It was a phone call to Eason at work.
Where were youl?
At my residence.
wWnat was the gist of that conversation?
I asked Yason if he were able to supply me with an ounce of marijuana.
Did you say for what purpose?
1'm not sure if T did at this time.
This was pricr to the 31st?
Yes '
What was LEason's response? \@*
he said he would take care of it and let me know later.
Did you contact bhim any more aboult Lhis?
No, 1T was contacted by him on Lhe 3lst.  IL way comewhere in the nelzghbora
seven to scven-thirty that evening. I was waulking the [ence when tosy notlf

-
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ne of a4 caull, and 1 returned Lhe call from cne of the towern.

Q. Where did you place the call to?

A I wag oundy given o number,

o - How long ar'ber you were told you had had a4 call did you return it,

Al dnly a rew minutes.

- Did Eason answer the phone himself?

Al I don't remember.

wihat was the general content of the conversation?

Al I was told that he had the ounce and that he would be out at the battery later
on in the evening. '

a- Did he come out?

A Yes. I'm not sure when, but it was an hour or two after the phone call.
. Where did you meelt him, if you met him?

A, ite came to the f'ront gate, to the entrance to the launcher azrea.

_ Could he come inside?

No, he was outside on the road.

Where were you at this time?

T was inside on duty.. I saw a car drive up and waited for him to get out
Tore I owas sure it was Fason.
- Then what did you dev
. Cotiand upomy adeg aid went oubibde Gl pnle ot
R Was anyone else around the gate at this time?
A There were some people inside the area walking arocund the parking lot, but
I don't remember any of them specifically.
Q. What happened then?
A, We walked to the side of the raod away from the car about 25 - 30 feet. lHe
removed trom his shirt a plastie bag..A?ﬁ?-

R
g

ry
.
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DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1970 Continued

Q. What kind of shirt was he wearing?

A, I can't remember.

Q. What happened then?

A. He told me to check it. I felt it and smelled it and put it into my shirt
and gave him $20.00.

Q. I assume this money was given to you by Mr. Sinquefield?

A, Yes,
W, When?
A, I'm not sure, a day or two prior to this time,

Q. Did he give you the money before you called Bason two or three days previous
or did you go to Mr. Sinquefield and ask for the money when he said he could get
an ounce?

A. 1 don't remember. :
G But you got the money prior to this night?
A, Tes

Q. Again the serial numbers were recorded?

A, Yes

. Did you ever see the serial numbered money again?

A Ho. Eason told me that it would be $25.00 and T told him that he would get the
rest the next time I saw him. He said fine, that would be OK.

Q. Did you eventually give him the $5.007

Yes, the next day that he came to work, .I'm not sure if that was the following day

not. I saw him in the parking 1057&%41 was getting off duty and gave it to him.

or

Y Was [fason alcne at the time?

A, When 1 gave him the money he was alone.

w. Was anyone with Iascon at the time?

fe I don't remember.

G Did you have any further contact with him pertaining to any further transactions
of marijuana?

i Nothing. Just casually seeing the individual.

G When did you first meet bkason?

A I had seen him in the battery area some time prior to meeting nim in the hsall,
I can't remember a previous discussion with him before talking in the hall.

. Did you at any time write dowwd@gfbatim parts of the conversation you had with
ason?
L My notes weren't that specific.

] &

CPT Suhre then asked me to ecxplain briefly about the arca I worked in New Orleans
as a policeman. 1 described somewhat the 6ih distriet. Under guestioning 1
zaid that the area was predominately Negro with several ghetto-type areas.

e Did your experience in this area in any way affect your thinking about criminsl
evdercies in Lhe Negtooy

A No sir.

N Are you prejudiced towards Negros?

A. No sir.

I was then asked concerning my hobbies and friends that I associate with during
my off-duty time. CPT Suhre also asked if Icould recall anyocne else who worked
with me on New Years Hve, and I could not. I testified that nothing notable
happened that night, other than events described. [/ -
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STATEMENT OF JESSE JOHN FI%;PAN TAKEN AT HOMESTEAD AFB, FLéR%%A
DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1970 Continued

}I»I was then asked to describe the matchbox which I obtained from Jone's car,

A. It was a regular what used to be a penny matchbox, it slid out and had abrasives
on both sides.

Q. Any markings that you can remember?

A. No.

Qe Nothing special about the matchbox?

A. To.

Q. Did you examine the contents of the box?

A, I cpened the box, yes.

Q. How full was it? dég
A It was full, but not packed.

Q. Was anyone withln earshot &f you and Eason the night he gave you the-btp7
A, I don't know of anyone sir, not that I know of.

G Were you in. front of or behind the car or to the side or what?

A. I'md8dt sure.

Captain Suhre then indicated that he had no further questions for me and the IO
dismissed me with instructions to talk tc no one about this hearing and to remain
uvaileble for recall at a later time.

1 was recalled to the investigation later in the afternoon and asked if the presence
of my notes would help me to give more complete answers with less hesitency. I

said that I believed it would and they asked me if I would be willing to testify the
next morning with my notes. I said that I would be agreeable, after which I

wvng dismissed again.

The next morning I was called and reminded that I was still under ocath. The
Counsel for Specialist Eason and Privatg Smith asked if I had my notes and I

sa2id that it didn't appear that it would change my testimony significantly, so I
decided against bringing them in this morning. I stated that this was my dec151on
and that I had not talked to Mr., Sinquefield or anyone else concerning it.

Captain Pipes and Captain Suhre then petitioned the IO to make the notes available
to them.

. 3
CPT Suhre asked me how I found out that I was not compelled to bring my notes to
the investigation and I said I wasn't sure, but wanted to find out.

I was again dismissed. A.J 7.
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