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. PUBLIC INFORM. ... TION .. PLAN -..., MY LAt-RELATED ACTIVITIES 
FORT' MCPHERSON.. . ' .. 

. ',! 

jECT: Public Information Plan (My Lai Trials)' 
. , . 

. , .... 
. '. ,~. \-~. . ,~,: 

Purpose: This plan describes steps,. this installation lrl.l1 
lOrt news media· and. their r.epresentatives during trials and 
:eedings in connection with, the. alleged My Lai incident. 

'.; ~' ... : (.:~·.~:.>i:t : 
take to" \, .. ' 
relat~d' : 

Mission: . 

A. Establish methods. for, accr~diting. correspondents and 
:esentatives. 

B. E"tablish and supervise, presa. centers. and. related facilitles. 
" 

, ' 

C. Establish methods for controlling, media representatives (hereaft'~r,'.i.' 
',rred to as "press,lI) inside" the cour.troom., in. accordanc'e with in-:::: ", .. I,e, 

~ctions of the military judge. in the.: vicinity of, the courtroom,'buiLQ:~nl~, 
md around the press, centers,. and" at:., other point~, on. post.' " 

Res£onsibilities: 
. '" 

. ,,; 

A. The Third U., S. Army Information Office· has,. overall 

'.' 

(1) Establishing, press centers • 

. (2).;' Accreditation of the press •. ".1. 

(3) Allocation of courtroolll"seats, reserved, for. or 
the press. 

'. , ".' 

. (4) Establishing ground rules, for press, c~nduct in and ,,,,.,,,nr.d 
courtroom and the, courtroom building, in accordance with instru~titin~i'~~1~t0' 

:he military judge, in and around. the, press centers, and in. the 
• on-post' facilities" as. may be open, to thenr. ' " ,;':' 

" .. , ,I.' 
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(2), ,', Installation, and/or provision. of; adequate latrine 

(3) Arrangements. for snack. bar(s), and similar facilities •. 

. -
(4), Procurement of necessary. furniture. 

(5) 
and related 

~ctual control ,of press, and,.the. general 
pl:oceedings, .. primarily through.MPs. 

public during 

", -. :'. 

(6) Furnishing and in,,,ta11at101\..o£, communications fac:i.lit:;,E'~: 

press centers" to,. include, telephones.. . 

,(7) Arrang~jcontacts 
communications,' requirements., 

between pr.es,s, and .Southern Bull 

4.' Execution: 

A. Prior to initial trial, or l:el1lteiproceeding, the 

Office will. be' considered" the. main, press •. center. 

" 
, . 

B. On announcement .. of first:. pr,e~triat proceeding' that i~ Opell,' 

p',lblic, and hence to the"press, .. a, press.,center.will be establ~~~hed· ' 

Building 44.' .. . ," 
"," i: 

._l:-::;~/\.~ ~ '\/ ,'", 

C. On announcement oi. the. firsttri;tl,.OI:: of. prottacted open Dre~tri 

proceeding, a second press center" fot: use; of, press;,. perSonnel a~,cJ:'El~,:q:I;!CI 

-; the. courtroom, will be" established, in. Building, 40. 
" ,'~ 

p; Press will be., informed, of accreditati~n procedures, in 

all 'proceedings;:and/'or, trials.> " 
.. , 

Press, center(s} will be activatedL~s, required. 

5.' Accreditation,:, 

A. 'It 1.s assumed. that., as courtroom"facilities exist as of 23 '.1ul\,7Q·", 

,20:0£ the 30 available seats. will be reserved ,for the press. Of th~~~~": ..... 

: ,15 will be occupied by permanent1y-accredit;ed. media reprp.sentatives, anu:;.~;<ti 

,5' by pool representat;ives. 

·B. Accreditati~n will be on the b8S'ts;'0{ co;'erase and/ord.~~u18t::~~, 

" arid,geographical. distribution.. Eachmal~ll: w:lre .ser'"ice and TV network, :'" ' 

'~1i11 havp. one seat:, 'No, medium will hava"more' than, one seat.' 1'00ls' 

; in gerie£al, be grouped by types of media;,;s:lnce, requirements Ivr 

'differ,(e. g., a,morning.newspaper and::, an: evening, newspaper ~o\lld 

,: effectively share,. one seat) ", '. i ',: 

, :" 

. ,':,C.' The' Intormation Officer or his.del!1insted represE:"tative,.w:.:~ 
" I th~final authbrity to determine accredit;atiQnand,admil,d,on 1;opl:"es,~ 

.'centers'and related facilities. ; ,: .. 

. '. i. 
.' " 
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6. Control::' 
•• !. 

A. Admission."to. the courtr.oam will. be;. only by red court~oom pass.' 
These passes will be, issued. on .. a. daily basis" and. wiU be good for one 
day only. 

.r 

B. Press. 'accredited to. the. courtroom,. and' or the courtroom pres~'J 'j,' ',',. 
center in Building.40 will be.,iss.uecl blue. passes good for the dur.ati.<>n';:;·':\( . 
of trials and proceedings;" Facilities. of the. main press center in .".:/:" 
Building 44. will also· be open. to hol.ders.,ofblue passes. 

C. ·Presa .. accredited only to the main., press. center will 10'1 
passes good for the·. duration of trials.. and."proceedings. 

" -.. :. ,;. 

D. Press will be. issued automobile. passes., which may be affi~~d.·t~·;;:·;:.·· 
I~indshields of vehicles, and which. will be.-.. used for admission to the ·PO,'i·t;··. 
and to such reserved. parking. areas, as" mayb.a designated by the Posl: .', " 
Provost Marshal. . 

' ... 

, ' . I 
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'li. 
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<'II ~"} 
E. Subject to orders of' ,the .. miUtaryjudge,. members. of the' ~enera.:ipu~i· .' .:.j.il·:.'~· 

wishing to attend trials. and or proceedingawill be. issued numb0rs atOl ..... ·L'·: ~ 

dAsi.gnated place and time' on. the day,concemed, Spaces in the 'cour~ro~m':!)./·J.. "}if 
>lill then be' allocated. by drawin&,.. Such. spaces. will be: available' to.' the ',:' o::: ....... '!}.. ..•• .1. 

holder only on the day concemed. If holder. vacates. a space in. tb,e miqdle',:'" 
of the day it will. be assigned, to. someone al$.e, the new holder' also to,be ·'c" 
determined by drawing. . -' 

.. : ,:,,~.:. 
F.. Spectators.,. including. press •. may enter or leave the c,ourl;1:oom· 

~. ' . . 
keeping with, court .. procedure established. by the military judge •. V . 
of court: procedure ... may be cause for expulsion. If a. member of tIle press 
vacates a seat. for, longer. than a normal recess." it may. be reasagnec1, .. 
far'the remainder of that day. . . . 

G;'. Artists. may enter the courtroom. 
1ngs are ,. however, strictly prohibited. 

'Photography and sound 

"; 

H. News media representatives. not acibred1ted to the cou~·tro~m, t<?,c';',": . 
include. photographers, sound men, and .TV· cameramen, are rascricte'd. in the .. ,:"· 
degree to which they may approach the. caur.troom: building. They may: <,., 
approach no closer, th?n. the east. curb of: .. Hax:dea Avenue across from . ":' . 
Building 41'or the, weh curb of the parking~ lot,·to th~ west of Building 
lfl. . '. Areas adjacent to tha ends, af. Ruil~i.ng, 41.,are af:i: limits... ,', 

. ' , , . ;,,! 

.", . 

. I,', "". 

J f· 

" .~ 
" '~, 
~'\', ~t 

[' , :' \ 
.. " ,~, 

" 


