
0DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY () 
HEADQUARTERS, U. S. ARMY TRAINING CENTER, INFANTRY AND FORT LEWIS 

Fort Lewis, Washington 98~33 

Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 

AMNLE-SJA 

CPT James Lane 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 
Headquarters, Third United States Army 
Fort McPherson, Georgia 30330 

Dear Jim: 

5 March 1970 

Inclosed you will find a copy of the investigation which was provided 
to me at the time SGT Hutto was charged. I shall not attempt an 
analysis of it here, but as you are aware, the basis of the charges 
is primarily the statement of Varnado Simpson. In my judgment the 
statement is replete with inconsistencies which when examined and 
investigated closely, will cause the allegations to crumble. Other 
information regarding Simpson's use of drugs and a mental problem 
must be investigated. We can discuss this in detail later. 

Also included is a copy of the charges for your information in the 
event you had not seen them. The other personal notes and assorted 
potpourri of memos, etc. would be of no value to you at this time. 

I am concerned about what appears to be the practiced reticence of 
various Army officials to whom requests have been made by SGT Hutto 
and by me, in their failing to act, or, to inform us as to why they 
have not acted, for it is my belief that every day that passes inures 
to the prejudice of SGT Hutto and his defense. Memories dissipate, 
facts moulder and inferences that may have held vitality become sterile. 

Because I am urgently concerned that SGT Hutto receive the best defense 
possible, the above mentioned requests were made. I believe it is 
mandatory that they be pursued vigorously. SGT Hutto has asked that 
I be his individual military counsel and in the event I am made 
available, I intend to make every legitimate effort on his behalf. 
Your assistance toward these ends will be most valuable to both of 
us. Therefore, and based upon our telephone conversation, I assume 
you have tendered the request on behalf of SGT Hutto for me as 
individual counsel. I trust immediate attention will be given to 
the request by your headquarters. 
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With regard to additional prospective actions that I deem appropriate 
and advisable, 1 prelude with an expression of my concern that two 
months have now passed since charges were preferred against SGT Hutto 
with not so much as a date set for an Article 32 hearing. Any 
additional delay should not receive our c,mdonation. Therefore, an 
immediate demand should be made to 'the convening authority for an 
Article 32 hearing on the charges. Additionally, because civilian 
witnesses are necessary and the Article 32 hearing is without subpoena 
authority, demand should be ma.de for a court of inquiry pursuant to 
Article 135, UCMJ, to fully investigate such matters as would be 
appropriate to it. 

Also, I would ask that you please inquire as to the status of the 
requests already made by SGT Hutto since they were apparently forwarded 
to your headquarters for action. Anything that you can do to budge the 
matters I have referred to in this letter off of dead center will be 
appreciated. 

I hope I have the opportunity to meet you personally and that we may 
work together in the common interest of SGT Hutto's defense. It is 
my understanding that it may be some time before financial arrangements 
are solidified regarding civilian attorneys and therefore this cannot 
cause us to be hesitant in pursuinp. the appropriate defenses of SGT Hutto. 

May I hear from you on these matters? 

Incls 
as 

Very truly yours, 

~;t/ (l /J~,,~ 
NE({f.' BUREN 
cn, JAGC 
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1. In cO'1llplian<:a Idt.'> (laragr!lph 321: (!\), :"1C" 1')6<} (;:<';;,\7,), t.h.",.". m:m 

forwardad herewit.h court~art:1.al Ch4A:,~,~.J (!l1cl"':1"{J~'o 1) ;J~'.J.cl"! l~,:t'tl,b;:61;y \:."1:;~1. 

not be d1spOfJed of either t;older .. U:tic.l-~~ 15 o~ by 1:$.:t'~rn{\'~A~ t(J .a ~ts'C;.;:VN1!t"J· 

cOllrt~Q<:lrt:la1. 

2.. Inva~tigetive report(u) upon wM:'.!<.~ the ch..:rr:;!!8 r.t.~a l>wG,d a::-:c. :l:ru-::lcu(td 

(Inclosure 2). 

3. A.ll :rr...o.torial mtn«Sgea are expecte.d to rK~ ,j.\~ai.l.~::I:<Le ttt: the tir~ vi: 

trial. 

4. !hara is no ~widence of adJ:n:1ssibl'" p-re"l'io.J.'l (!I)n"Lot::LthW of 

the acctlsed (pec'ra. 15b (2). HeM 1969 Olav.). 

5. /II. personal history information aheet iSl iucloll'-'d 'vh:!lch. pt.al:t;a:bm to 

civilian offen~(l3. char3cter. oC<!U!.latiQa. I!tt~ otiva: i;'d'(,~;"cu"cm .. nt th~ 

accu:-;ed baiere the entrance into the A1:wy (1::tcl.cst;:r", I,). 

6. Tha character of the accused's :adlii;al:"J1 iMJrviC-:l r-dor. tfJ the O,ffOlW!l1l 

cllarr,ed has been E!ltcellent. 

~ 

s. :c. J:ncOlllrnQud trial by saooral cOl.u:t-m.a;:ticl. 

!ncl 
1. ChargQ Shoet 
2. Rol/o;:t of Investigation . 

3. Evidence of Previous Conviction~ 

4. Pltrllonsl Mator,r 
• 
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