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Over two and one-half million GIs have returned home 

from the Vietnam war. They are going back to their jobs, 

their studies and their families. Yet, for twelve months 

of their lives, many have been compelled to be execut1on~ 

ers of inhuman policies in Indo-China. To know this trut~', 

one need only ask a combat v.eteran his opinion of the My 

Lai massacre. His tendency to defend the men of the Calley 

platoon stems frtcn his knowledg, that poliCies and strat':" 

egies employed by the military leaders in Vietnam inevit­

ably lead to massacres. 
Since its formation following the disclosure of the 

My Lai massacre in November, 1969, the Citizens' Commis~ 

sion has conducted hearings with Vietnam veterans in 13 

cities. We are now presenting a National Veterans' Inquiry 

into War Crtmes at the Dupont Plaza Hotel, Embassy Room, 

Dupont Circle, Washington, D. C. on December 1, 2, 3, 1970. 

This inquiry will be conducted in defense of all Indo-China 

war veteransl those who died there and those who returned 

home injured--physically and mentally. 
All of the veterans testifying are honorably dis­

Charged and will provide detailed, eye-witness accounts 

of war crimes committed by their units--listing dates, 

locations and units involved. The testimony of over 100 

~~veterans will be presented during the three days of hear-

~9S. More than 50 of these veterans will present their . 

,festimony in person. Some of this testtmony has been prev­

iOUSly disclosed at Commissions in 13 U. S. cities. The' . 

t!presentation will coincide with the trial of t.t. Calley . 

jat Fort Benning, Georgia. ...... . 
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Specifically, testimony gathered will be divided into 

four separate program areasl(l) Grounc combat operations 
(search and destroy, free-fire zones, "Zippo squads", etc.) 
(2) Treatment of civilians and/or prisoners by U, S, forces 
(interrogation and torture, detention centers, civilian pri­
sons, etc.)(3) The air war (saturation and pattern bombing 
of civilian centers, use of cluster bomb units, napalm, white 
phosphorous, helicopter gun-ships, Also, the defoliation 
program, general destruction of croplands, forests, rivers/ 
watersheds, etc.)(4) Pacification and resettlement of civil­
ian population/refugees (description of "New Life" hamlets, 
barbed-wire concentration camps, civilian prisons similar 
to Con Son). 

In addition, expert witnesses from the intellectual 
and scientific communities including J. B. Nielands, Noam 
Chomsky, Richard Falk, Peter WeiSS, Robert Lifton, Chaim 
Shatan, will offer interpretive analyses of the testimonies 
offered by veterans. These will be drawn from three areas I 

(1) International law (2) Chemical and biological science. 
and (3) psychiatry. 

This inquiry provides an ideal opportunity for the 
American people to gain new insights and perspectives, as 
well as doclDnentation of tactical field policies and ,,,ea­
pons employed in In~o-China. 
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