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VETERANS *
A YEAR=-END REPCRT

NATIONAL

Over two and one-half million GIs have returned home _”'
from the Vietnam war, They are going back to their jobs,
their studies and their families, Yet, for twelve months -
of their lives, many have been compelled to be execution=
ers of inhuman policies in Indo-China, To know this truth,: -~
one need only ask a combat veteran his opinion of the My - o
Lai massacre, His tendency to defend the men of the Calley
platoon stems from his knowledge that policies and strat=- . i
egies employed by the military leaders in Vietnam inevit=- . . .
ably lead to massacres, AR AL

Since its formation following the disclosure of the::
My Lai massacre in November, 1969, the Citizens' Commis-
sion has conducted hearinge with Vietnam veterans in 13 ol
cities, We are now pregenting a National Veterans' Inquiry ' .. =
into War Crimes at the Dupont Plaza Hotel, Embassy Room, .. . '
Dupont Circle, Washington, D. C, on December 1, 2, 3, 1970, .

~ This inquiry will be conducted in defense of all Indo~China -
war veterans: those who died there and those who returned . .
home in jured--physically and mentally., : TR
' All of the veterans testifying are honorably dis- - .
charged and will provide detajled, eye-witness accounts ... .-
~ of war crimes committed by their units--listing dates, '
‘“"jocations and units involved. The testimony of over 100 . S
ﬁ&yeterans will be presented during the three days of hear-. . : - =
“gngs, More than 50 of these veterans will present thelr - A
. £estimony in person. Some of this testimony has been prev='
fously disclosed at Commissions in 13 U. S. cities, The .
tpresentation will coincide with the trial of Lt. Calley
fat ‘Fort Benning, Georgia, ' N
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: Mora, F_ort_ Hoogk Three, vet organizer Howard Levy, M.D., LS. Servicemen's Fund {USSE) Andy Stapp, American Servitamen’s Union Donald Duncan, "~
”Movement for. aﬁ,lﬁemocratlc Military Jan Crumb, Vietnam “ats Against the War Susan Schnatl, USSF  Ron Wotin, Veterans for Peace in Vietnam (New !
City) Noam Chamsky, Professor of Linguistics, M.1.T. Frad Cohn, Lawyer Bill Davidan, Professor of Physics, Haverford College, New Naticnal Maobilization

ring Committee
Dept. of History,

Zouncil Halgn Lamont, Emérgency Civil Liberties Committee Paul Lauter, Resist, New University Conference Julius Lester, Author Canrad Lyhn, Civil
. (§ Attorney Herbert Magidson, Business Eecutives for Peace, Chairman, Individuats Again'st the Crime of Silence Floyd McKissick — Joanna Misailk, Ngtional .
sif-i Student Mobitization Cp‘fgt‘nitmg Johry; Masan, Praofessor of Philosophy, Manhattan College J. B, Neilands, Prot, of Biochemistey, Univarsity of Calitaerin. ‘
-rkeley Graca Palay, Gruer}:&ﬁ@gﬁ;,\{;}lij\ge CenterrMax Primack, New Nationaf Mobilization Steering Committee Mark Sacaroff, Professor of Enalish, Temple
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uglas Dowd, Professor of Economics, Cornell, New National Mebilization Committee Don Freed, Playwright Eugene 0. Ganovese, Chair-
1), of Rochester,Dick Gregory — Phil Hutchings, Writer Mary Kaufman, U. S. Nuremberg Tribunal Stafi Member Sylvia Kushner, Chicaga

S lgetice Seeretary Generalhoternationat War Crimes Tribunat Jerry Schwinn, Divcetoii; 3




specifically, testimony gathered will be divided into
four separate program areas:(1) Ground combat operations
(search and destroy, free~fire zones, "Zippo squads", etc,)
(2)_Treatment of civilians and/or priscners by U. 5. forces
(interrogation and torture, detention centers, civilian pri-
sons, etc.)(3) The air war (saturation and pattern bombing

of civilian centers, use of cluster bomb units, napalm, white

phosphorous, helicopter gun-ships.. Also, the defoliation _
program, general destruction of croplands, forests, rivers/ -

watersheds, etc,)(4) Pacification and resettlement of civil- ]Ei.ﬂﬂﬂ

ian population/refugees (description of "New Life"” hamlets, -
parbed-wire concentration camps, civilian prisons similar
to Con Son). : _

In addition, expert witnesses from the intellectual .
and scientific communities including J. B. Nielands, Noam
Chomsky, Richard Falk, Peter Weiss, Robert Lifton, Chaim

Shatan, will offer interpretive analyses of the testimonies :iff-r

offered by veterans, These will be drawn from three areas:

(1) International law (2) Chemical and biological_science,;_ fn a

and (3) Psychiatry. : .

This inquiry provides an ideal opportunity for the o
American people to gain new insights and pergspectives, as
well as documentation of tactical field policies and wea-
pons employed in Indo-China. S L






