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AMENDMENTS TO THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER 

ARTICLE 2.3 
(As Amended in 1963) 

1. The Security Council shall consist of fifte~n Members of the United 
Nations. The Republic of China, France, the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
and the United States of America shall be permanent members of the Se­
curity Council. The General Assembly shall elect ten other Members 
of the Security Council, due regard being specially paid, in the first in­
stance to the contribution of Members of the United Nations to the main­
tenance of international peace and security and to the other purposes of 
the Organization, and also to equitable geographical distribution. 

2.. The non-permanent members of the Security Council shall be elect­
ed for a term of two years. In the first election of the non-permanent 
members after the increase of the membership of the Security Council 
from eleven to fifteen, two of the four additional members shall be cho­
sen for a term of one year. A retiring member shall not be eligible for 
immediate re-election. 

3. . ... 
ARTIC LE 2. 7 

(As Amended in 1963) 

1. . ... 
2.. Decisions of the Security Council on procedural matters shall be 
made by an affirmative vote of nine members. 

3. Decisions of the Security Council on all other matters shall be made 
by an affirmative vote of nine members including the concurring votes of 
the permanent members; provided that, in decisions under Chapter VI, 
and under paragraph 3 of Article 52., a party to a di spute shall abstain 
fr.om voting. 
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ARTICl..E 61 
(As Amended in 1963) 

1. The Economic and Social Council shall consist of twenty-seven Mem­
bers of the United Nations elected by the General Assembly. 

Z. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3. nine members of the Eco­
nomic and Social Council shall be elected each year for a term of three 
years. A retiring member shall be eligible for immediate re-election. 

3. At the fir,st election after the increase in the membership of the Eco­
nomic and Social Council from eighteen to twenty-seven members. in ad­
dition to the members elected in place of the six members ..aose term of 
office expires at the end of that year, nine additional members shall be 
elected. Of these nine additional members, the term of office of three 
members· so elected shall expire at the end of one year, and of three other 
members at the end of two years, in accordance with arrangements made 
by the General Assembly. 

4. • ••• 

ARTICLE 109 
(As Amended in 1965) 

1. A General Conference of the Members of the United Nations for the 
purpose of reviewing the present Charter may be held at a date and place 
to be fixed by a two-thirds vote of the members of the General Assembly 
and by a vote of any nine members of the Security Council. Each Mem­
ber of the United Nations shall have one vote in the conference. 

Z. • ••• 

3. • ••• 
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UNITING FOR PEACE 

Resolution 377A '(V) of the General Assembly. 3 November 1050. GAOn, Y, Supp. 
20 (A/l7T5), pp. 10-12. 'nth respect' to questions which hnyc al'lsC'1l In connection 
with thIs Hesolutlon, ~cc SOHN, UX Lu\\" C:!nd 0(1.), pp. 4n1-tiOO. 

The General Asseri,bly, 

Recognizing that the first. two stated Purposes of the United Nations 
are: 

"To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take 
effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to 
the peace, and for the suppression of acts of aggression or other b!'cachc!i 
of the peace, and to bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity with 
the principles of justice and international law, adjustment or settlement of 
international disputes or situations which might lead to a breach of the 
peace," and 

'ITo deve10p friendly relations among nations based on respect for the 
principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other 
appropriate measures to strengthen unh·ersaI peace", 

Reaffirming that it remains the primary duty of all Members of the 
United Nations, when involved in an international dispute, to seek settle~ 
ment of such a dispute by peaceful means through the procedures laid down 
in Chapter VI of the Charter, and recalling the successful achievements 
of the United Nations in this regard on a number of previous occasions, 

Finding that international tension exists on a dengerous scale, 
Recalling its resolution 290 (IV) entitled "Essentials of Peace", which 

states that disregard of the Principles of the Charter of the United Na­
tions is primarily responsible for the continuance of international tension, 
and desiring to contribute further to the objectives of that resolution, 

Reaffirming the importance of the exercise by the Security Council of its 
primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and 
security, and the duty of the permanent members to seek unanimity and to 
exercise restraint in the use of the veto, 

Reaffirming that the initiative in negotiating the agreements for armed 
forces provided for in Article 43 of the Charter belongs to the Security 
Council, and desiring to ensure that, pending the conclusion of such agree­
ments, the United Nations has at its disposal means fOl' maintaining inter .. 
national peace and security, 

Conscious that failure of the Security Council to discharge its responsi­
bilities on behalf of all the Member States, particularly those responsibilities 
referred to in the two preceding paragraphs, does not relieve Member States 
of their obligations or the United Nations of its responsibility under the 
Charter to maintain international peace and security, 

Recognizing· in particular that such failure does not deprive the Gen­
eral Assembly of its rights or relieve it of its responsibilities under the 
Charter in regard to the maintenance of international peace and security, 

Recognizing that discharge by the General Assembly of its responsibilities 
in these respects calls for possibilities of observation which would ascertain 
the facts and exp.0se aggressors; for the existence of armed forces which 
could be used collectively; and for the possibility of timely recommenda­
tion by the General Assembly to Members of the United Nations for col­
lective action which, to be effective, should be prompt, 
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A. 
1. Resolves that if the Security Council, because of lack of unanimity 

of the permanent members, fails to exercise its primary responsibility 
for the maintenance of international peace and security in any case where 
there appears to be a threat to the peacc, breach of the peace or act of ag­
gression, the General Assembly shall consider the matter immediately 
with a view to making appropriate recommendations to Members for col­
lective measures, including in the case of a breach of the peace or act of 
aggression the use of armed force when necessary, to maintain 01' l'e::;tore 
international peace and security. If not in session at the time, the General 
Assembly may meet in an emergency special session within twenty-four hours 
of the request therefor. Such emergency spccial session shall be called if re­
quested by the Security Council on the vote of any seven memhers. or by a 
majority of the Members of the United Nations; 

2. Adopts for this purpose the amendments to its rules of procedure set 
forth in the annex to this resolution; 

B. 

3. Establishes a Peace Observation Commission, which for the calendar 
year3 1951 and 1952 shall be composed of fourteen Members, namely: 
China, Colombia, Czechoslovakia, France, India, Iraq, Israel, New Zealand. 
Pakistan, Sweden, the Union of Soviet Socialist Rcpublics, the United King­
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America 
and Uruguay, and which could observe and report on the situation in any 
area where there exists international tension the continuance of which 
is likely to endanger the maintenance of international peace and security. 
Upon the invitation or with thc consent of the State into whose territory 
the Commission would go, the General Assembly, or the Interim Commit­
tee when the Assembly is not in session. may utilize the Commission if the 
Security Council is not exercising the functions assigned to it by the Char­
ter with respect to the matter in question. Decisions to utilize the Commis­
sion shall be made on the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members 
present and voting. The Security Council may also utilize the Commission 
in accordance with its authority under the Charter; 

4. Decides that the Commission .hall have authority in its discretion to 
appoint sub-commissions and to utilize the services of observers to assist it 
in the perfonnance of it functions; 

5. Recommends to all governments and authorities that they cooperate 
with the Commission and assist it in the performance of its functions; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the necessary staff and 
facilities, utilizing, where directed by the Commission, the United Nations 
Panel of Field Observers envisaged in resolution 297 B (IV); 

C. 
7. Invites each Member of the United N stions to survey its resource. 

in order to deterrnhie the nature and scope of the assistance it may be in a 
position to render in support of any recommendations of the Security Coun­
cil or of the General Assembly for the restoration of international peace 
and security; 

8. Recommends to the Members of the United Nations that each Mem­
ber maintain within its national armed forces elements so trained, organized 
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and equipped that they could promptly be made available, in accordance 
with its constitutional processes, for service as a United Nations unit 01' 

units, upon recommendation by the Security Council or General Assembly •. 
without prejudice to the usc of such elements in exercise of the right of in­
dividual or collective self-defence recognized in Article 51 of the Char­
ter; 

9. Invites the iticmbcrs of the enited Nations to inform the Col1ective 
Measures Committee provided for in paragraph 11 as soon as possible of 
the ~€asul'es t..:'l.ken in implementation of the preceding paragraph; 

10_ Requests the Secretary-General to appojnt, with the approval of 
the Committee 1J1'oyided for in paragraph· 11, a panel of military experts who 
could be made available, on H'quest, to Member States wishing to obtain 
technical advice l'cgal'(Ung the organization, training, and equipment for 
prompt service as United Nations units of the elem~nts referred to in para~ 
graph 8; 

D. 
11. Establishes a Collective Measures Committee consisting of fourteen 

n.fembers, namely: Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Burma, Canada, Egypt, 
France, Mexico, Philippines, Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, the United States of America, Venezuela and Yugo­
slavia, and directs the Committee, in consultation with the Secretary-Gen­
eral and with such Member States as the Committee finds appropriat~, to 
study and make a report to the Security Council and the General Assembly, 
not la~r than 1 September IB51, on methods, including those of section C 
of the present resolution, which might be used to maintain and strengthen 
international peace and security in accordance with the Purposes and 
Principles. of the Charter, taking account of collective self-defence and 
regional arrangements (Articles 51 and 52 of the Charter) ; 

12. Recommends to all Member States that they co-operate with the 
Committee and assist it in the performance of its functions; 

13. Requests the Secretary-General to furnish the staff and facilities 
necessary for the effective accomplishment of the purposes set forth in 
sections C and D of the present resolution; 

Eo 

14_ Is fully conscious that, in adopting the proposals set fOl·th above, 
enduring peace will not be secured solely by collective security arrange­
ments against breaches of international peace and acts of aggression, but 
that a genuine and lasting peace depends also upon the observance of all 
the Principles and Purposes established in the Charter of the United Na­
tions, upon the implemenbtion of the resolutions of the Security Council, 
the General Assembly and other principal organs-of the United Nations in· 
tended to achieve the maintenance of international peace and security, and 
especially upon respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for "aU and on the establishment and maintenance of conditicns of 
economic and secial well-being in all countries: and accordingly 

15_ Urges Member States to respect fully, and to intensify, joint action, 
in co-operation with the United Nations, to de,'eiop and stimulate universal 
respect for an observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and 
to intensify individual and collective efforts to achieve conditions of economic 
stability and social progress, particularry through the deyelopment cf under­
developed countries and areas. 
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UNITED STATES LEGISLATION ON PARTl(\l'ATION IN 
SANCTIONS AND PEACEKEEPING 

United Statc:i, linitcu Natiolls Participation Act, 20 December 11l45, as !lmcTIfled. 
59 US Statutes, pp. 610-21; 1:S Code Annotated, Title 22 (1964), pp, ~01-,1. 

287c. Enforcement of economic and communication sanctions; penal­
ties.-(a) Nohvithstanding the provisions of any other law, whenever the 
United States is called upon by the Security Council to apply measures 
which said Council has decided, pursuant to article 41 of said Charter, are 
to be employed to give effect to its decisions under said Charter, the Pre.si-:­
dent may, to the extent necessary to apply SL!ch measures, through any agen­
c;y which he may designate, and under such orders, rules, and regulations as 
may be prescribed by him, investigate, regulate, or prohibit, in whole or 
in part, economic relations or rail, sea, air, postal, telegraphic, radio, and 
other means of communication between any foreign country or any national 
thereof or any person therein and the United States or any person subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof, or involving any property subject to the jurisdic­
tion of the United States. 

(bJ Any person who willfully violates or evades or attempts to violate 
or evade any order, rute, or regulation issued by the President pursuant to 
subsection (aJ of this section shall, upon conviction, be fined not more than 
$10,000 or, if a natural person, be imprisoned for not more than ten years, 
or both; and the officer, director, 01' agent of any corporation who kno\v. 
ingly participates in such violation or evasion shall be punished by n like 
fine, imprisonment, or both, and any property, funds, securities, papers, or 
other articles or qocuments, or any vessel, together with her tackle ap­
parel, furniture, and equipment, or vehicle, 0"1' aircraft, concerned in such 
violation shall be forfeited to the United States. 

287d. Use of armed foncs; limitations,-The President is authorized to 
negotiate a special agreement 01' agreements with the Security Council \vhich 
shall be subject to the approval of the Congress by appropriate Act or joint 
resolution, providing for the numbers and types of armed forces, their de. 
gree of readiness and general location, and the nature of facilities and as­
sistance, including rights of passage, to be made available to the Security 
Council on its call for the purpose of maintnining international peace and 
security in accordance with article 43 of said Charter. The President shall 
not be deemed to require the authorization of the Congress to make available 
to the Security Council on it~ call in order to take action under article 42 
of said Charter and pursuant to such spe,ial agreement or agreements the 
armed forces, facilities, or assistance provic!ed for therein: Provided, That, 
except as authorized in section 287d-l of this title, nothing .contained in 
this section shall be construed as an authorization to the President by the 
Congress to make available to the Security Council for such purpose armed 
forces, facilities, or assistance in addition to the forces, facilities, nnd assist· 
ance provided for in such special agl'eement or agreements. 

287d-1. Noncombatant assistance to United Nations-Anned fo,'ces 
details; supplies and equip'n1cnt; obligation of funds; procUI'ement and 
"cplacement of ,'eqltested it,,,,s,--(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of any 
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other law, the President, upon the request by the United Nations for co­
operative action, and to the extent that he finds that it is consistent with 
the national intcl'<."st to comply with such request, may authorize, in support 
of such acti\'itics of the United Nations as are specifically directed to the 
peaceful settlement cif disputes and not involving the employment of armed 
forces contemplated by chapter VII of the United Nations Charter-

(1) the detail to the United Nations, under such terms and conditions 
as the President shall determine, of personnel of the armed forces of the 
United States to serve as observers, guards, or in~any non~combatant capaci­
ty, but in no event shall more than a total of one thousand of such per­
sonnel be so detailed at anyone time: Provided, That while so detailed, s11ch 
personnel shall be considered for all purposes as acting in the line of duty, 
including the receipt of pay and allowances as personnel of the armed forces 
of the United States, credit for longevity and retirement, and all other 
perquisites appertaining to such duty: Provided further, That upon au­
thorization or approval by the President, such personnel may accept direct.. 
ly from the United Nations (a) any or all of the allowances 01' perquisites 
to which they are cntitled under the first proviso hereof, and (b) extraordi­
nary expenses and perquisites incident to such detail; 

'(2) the furnishing of facilities, services, or other assistance and the loan 
of the agreed fail' share of the United States of any supplies and equip­
ment to the United Nations by the Department of Defense, under such terms 
and conditions as the President shall determine; 

(3) the obligation, insofar as necessary to carry out the purposes of 
clauses (1) and (2) of this subsection, of any funds appropriated to the De­
partment of Defense 0.1' any department therein, the procurement of such 
personnel, .?upplies, equipment, facilities, services, or other assistance as 
may be made available in accordance with the request of the United Na­
tions, and the replacement of such items, when necessary, where they are 
furnished from stocks. 

(b) Whenever personnel or assistance is made available pursuant to the 
authority contained in subsection (a) (1) and (2) of this section, the Presi­
dent shall require reimbursement from the United Nations for the expense 
thereby incurred by the United States: P,.ovidcd, That in exceptional cir­
cumstances, or when the President finds it to be in the national interest, he 
may waive, in whole or in part, the requirement of .such reimbursement: 
p,.ovided f"rther, That when any such reimbursement is made, it shalI be 
credited, at the option of the appropriate department of the Department of 
Defense, either to the appropriation, fund, or account ·utilized in incurring 
the obligation, or to an appropriate appropriation, fund, or account current-
ly available for the purposes for which expenditures were made. . 
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1653(XVI). Declaratl'on on the Prohibition Q[ the Use of NucicaJ and Thermo-Nuclear 
'Weapons 

The General Assembly, 
Mindful of its responsibility under the Charter of the united Nations in the 

maintenance of international peace and security, as well as in the consideration of 
principles governing disarmament, 

Gravely concerned that, while negotiations on disarmament have not so far 
achieved satisfactory results, the armaments race, particularly in the nuclear and 
thermo-nuclear fields, haS reached a dangerous stage requiring all possible pre­
cautionary measures to protect humanity and civilization from the hazard of nuclear 
and thermo-nuclear catastrophe, 

Recalling that the use of weapons of mass destruction, causing unnecessary human 
suffering, was in the past prohibited, as being contrary to the laws of humanity and 
to the principles of international law, by international declarations and binding 
agreements, such as the Declaration of St. Petersburg of 1868, the Declaration of the 
Brussels Conference of 1874, the Conventions of the Hague Peace Conferences of 
1899 and 1907, 'and the Geneva Protocol of 1925, to which the majority of nations 
are still parties, 

Considering that the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons would bring 
about indiscriminate suffering and destruction to mankind and civilization to an 
even greater extent than the use of those weapons declared by the aforementioned 
international declarations and agreements to be contrary to the laws of humanity 
and a crime under international law, 

Believing that the use of weapons of mass destruction such as nuclear and thermo­
nuclear weapons, is a direct negation of the high ideals and objectives which the 
United Nations has been established to achieve through the protection of succeeding 
generations from the scourge of war, and through the preservation and promotion of 
their cultures, 

1. Declares that: 
(a) The use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons is contral y to the spirit, 

letter and aims of the United Nations and, as such, a direct violation of the Charter 
of the United Nations, 

(b) The use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons would exceed even the scope 
of war and cause indiscriminate suffering and destruction to mankind and civilization, 
and, as such, is contrary to the rules of international law and the laws ofhumanityj 

(c) The use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons is a war directed not against 
an enemy or enemies alone but also against mankind in general, since the peoples of 
the world not involved in such a war wi11 be subjected to all the evils generated by 
the use of such weapons j 

(d) Any State using nuclear and thenno-nuclear weapons is to be considered as 
violating the Charter of the United Nations, as acting contrary to the laws of 
humanity and as committing a crime against mankind and civilization; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to consult the Governments of Member States 
to ascertain their views on the possibility of convening a special conference for signing 
a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons 
for war purposes and to report on the results of such consultation to the General 
Assembly at its seventeenth session. 
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95(1). Affirmation of the PrincijJies of International Law Recognized by the Charter of the 
Nurnberg Tribunal 

The General Assembly, 
Recognizes the obligation laid upon it by Article 13, paragraph 1, sub~paragraph 

a, of the Charter, to initiate studies and make recommendations for the purpose of 
encouraging the progressive development of international1aw and its codification; 

Takes note of the agreement for the establishment of an international Military 
Tribunal for the prosecution and punishment of the major war criminals of the 
European Axis signed in London on 8 August 19'15 and of the Charter annexed 
thereto, and of the fact that similar principles have been adopted in the Charter of the 
International Military Tribunal for the trial of the major war criminals in the Far 
East, proclaimed at Tokyo on 19 January 1946j 

Therefore, 
Affirms the principles of international law recognized by the Charter of the Nurn~ 

berg Tribunal and the judgment of the Tribunal j 
Directs the committee on codification of international law established by reso­

lution of the General Assembly of 11 December 1946, to treat as a matter of primary 
importance plans for the formulation, in the context of a general codification of 
offences against the peace and security of mankind, or of an International Code, of 
the principles recognized in the Charter of the Nurnberg Tribunal and in the 
Judgment of the Tribunal. 
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DRAFT CODE OF OFFENSES AGAINST TH,,~ PEACE 
AND SECURI'ry OF MANKIND 

Adopted by the International Law Commission, 28 July 1054. 
GAOR, IX, Supp. 9 (A/2G03), pp. ll--12. 

ARTICLE 1. Offences against the peace and security of mankind, as de­
fined in this code, are crimes under international law, for which the re­
sponsible individuals shall be punished. 

ARTICLE 2. The following acts are offences against the peace and security 
of maljkind: 

(1) Any act of aggression, including the employment by the authorities 
of a State of armed force again!!t another State for any purpose other than 
national or collective self-defen<:e or in pursuance of a decision or recom­
mendation of a competent organ of the United Nations. 

(2) Any threat by the authorities of a State to resort to an act of aggres­
sion against another State. 

(3) The preparation by the authorities of a State of the employment of 
armed force against another State for any purpose other than national or 
collective self-defence or in pursuance of a decision or recommendation of a 
competent organ of the United Nations. 

(4) The organization, or the encouragement of the organization, by the 
authorities of a State, of armed bands within its territory or any other ter­
ritory for incursions into the territory of another State, or the toleration of 
the organization of such bands in its own territory, or the toleration of the 
use by Buch armed bands of its territory as a base of operations or as a point 
of departure for incursions into the territory of another State, as well as 
direct participation in or support of such incursions. 

(5) The undertaking or encouragement by the authorities of a State of 
activities calculated to foment civil'strife in another State, or the toleration 
by the authorities of a State of organized activities calculated to foment civil 
strife in another State. 

(6) The undertaking or encouragement by the authorities of a State of 
terrorist activities in another State, or the toleration by the authorities of a 
State of organized activities calculated to carry out terrorist acts in another 
State. 

(7) Acts by the authorities of a State in violation of its obligations under 
a treaty which is designed to ensure international peace and security by 
means of restrictions or limitations on armaments, or on military training, 
or on fortifications, or of other restrictions of the same character. 

(8) The annexation by the authorities of a State of territory belonging to 
another State, by means of acts contrary to international law. 

(9) The intervention by the authorities of a State in the internal or ex­
ternal affairs of another State, by means of coercive measures of an economic 
or political character in order to force its will and thereby obtain advantages 
of any kind. 

(10) Acts by the authorities of a State or by private individuals commit­
ted with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial 01' 

religious group as such, including: 

10 
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(i) KiJIing members of the group; 

(ii) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 

(iii) Deliberately inflicting on· the group conditions of life calculated to 
bring nbout its physical destruction in whole or in part; , 

(iv) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 
(v) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group. 
(11) Inhuman acts such as murder, extermination, enslavement, deporta .. 

tion or persecutions, committed against any ch,dlian population on social 
political, racial, religious or cultural grounds by the autllorities of a State 
or by private individuals acting at the instigation or with the toleration of 
such authorities. 

(12) Acts in violation of the laws or customs of war. 
(13) Acts which constitute: 

(i) Conspiracy to commit any of the offences defined in the preceding par· 
agraphs of this article; or 

(ii) Direct incitement to commit any of the offences defined in the pre­
ceding paragraphs of this article j or 

(iii) Complicity in the commission of any of the offences defined in the 
preceding paragraphs of this article; or 

(iv) Attempts to commit any of the offences defined in the preceding 
paragraphs of this article. 

ARTICLE 3. The fact that a person acted as Head of State or as responsi· 
hIe government official does not relieve him of responsibility for commit .. 
ting any of the offences defined in this code. 

ARTICLE 4. The fact that a person charged with an offence defined in 
this code acted pursuant to an order of his Government or of a ,uperior does 
not relieve him of responsibility in international law if, in the circumstances 
at the time, it was possible for him not to comply with that order. 
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1962(XVIII). Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the 
Exploration and Use of Outer Space 

The General Assembly, 
Inspired by the great prospect opening up before mankind as a result of man's 

entry into outer space, 
Recognizing the common interest or all mankind in the progress of the exploration 

and use of outer space' for peaceful purposes, 
Believing that the exploration and use of outer space should be carried on for the 

betterment of mankiJ1.d and for the benefit of States irrespective of their degree of 
economic or scientific development, 

Desiring to contribute to broad international co-operation in the scientific as well 
as in the legal aspects of exploration and use of outer space fDr peaceful purposes, 
, Believing that such c;o~operation will contribute to the development of mutual 
understanding and to the strengthening of friendly relations between nations and 
peoples, 

Recalling its· resolution 110(11) of 3 November 1946, which condemned propa .. 
ganda designed or likely to provoke OJ' encourage any threat to the peace, breach of 
the peace, or act of aggression, and considering that the aforementIoned resolution 
is applicable to outer space, 

Taking into consideration its usolutions 1721 (XVI) of 20 December 1961 and 
1802(XVIII) of 14 December 1962, adopted unanimously by the States Memben of 
the United Nations, 

Solemnly declares that in the exploration and use of outer space States should be 
guided by the following principles: 

1. The exploration and use of outer space shall be carried on for the benefit and 
in the interests of all mankind. 

2. Outer space and celestial bodies are free for exploration and use by all States 
on a basis of eq\lality and in accordance with international law. 

3. Outer space an~ celestial bodies are not subject to national appropriation by 
claim of sovereignty, by means of use or occupation; or by any other means. 

4. The activities of States in the exploration and use of outer space shall be carried 
on in accordance with international law, including the Charter of the United Nations, 
in the interest of maintaining internatipnal co-operation and understanding. 

5. States bear international responsibility for national activities in outer space, 
whether carried on by governmental agencies or by non-governmental entities, and 
for assurring that national activities are carred on in conformity with the principles 
set forth in the present Declaration. The activities of non-governmental entities in 
outer space shall require authoriution and continuing supervision by the State 
concerned. When activities are carried on in outer space by an international organi .. 
zation, responsibility for compliance with the principles set forth in this Declaration 
shall be home by the international organization and by the States participating in it. 

6. In the exploriation and use of outer space, States shall be guided by the 
principle of c<Hlperation and mutual assistance and shall conduct all their activities 
in outer space with due regard. for the corresponding interests of other States. If a 
State has reason to believe that an outer space activity or experiment planned by it 
or its nationals would cause potentially harmful interference with activities of other 
States in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space, it shall undertake appropri ... 
ate international consultations before proceeding with any such activity or experi .. 
ment. A State which has reason to believe that an outer space activity or experiment 
planned by another State would cause potentially harmful interference with activi­
ties in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space may request consultation 
concerning the activity or experiment. 

7. The State on whose registry an object launched into outer space is carried shall 
retain jurisdiction and control over such object, and any personnel thereon, while in 
outer space. Ownership of objects launched into outer space, and of their component 
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parts, is not affected by their passage through outer space or by their return to the 
earth. Such objects or component parts found beyond the limits of the State of 
registry shall be returned to that State, which shall furnish identifying data upon 
request prior to return. 

S. Each State which launches or procures the launching of an object into outer 
space, and each State from whose territory or facility an object is launched, is inter~ 
nationally liable for damage to a foreign State or to its natural or juridical persons by 
such object or its component parts on the earth, in air space, or in outer space. 

9. States shall regard astronauts as envoys of mankind in outer space, and shall 
render to them all possible assistance in the event of accident, distress, or emergency 
landing on the territory of a foreign State or on the high:' seas. Astronauts who make 
such a landing shall be safely and promptly returned to the State of registry of their 
space vehicle. 
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.DECLARATION ON INADMISSIBILITI:' OF INTERVENTION 
lIesolution 2131 (XX) ot the Generul Assembly, 21 December 10Gi). 

GAOR, XX, Supp. 14 (A/60H), pp. 11-12; 

The General Assembly, . 
Deeply concerned at the gravity of the international situation and the increasing threat t6 universal peace due to armed intervention and other direct or indirect forms of interference threatening the sovereign personality and the political independence of States, 

.. Considering that the United Nations, in accordance with their aim to eliminate war, threats to the peace and acts of aggression, created an Organi­sation, based on the sovereign equality of States, whose friendly relations would be based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determi­nation of peoples and on the obligation of it.' Members to refrain from the threat.or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independ­ence of any·~tate, 
Recognizing that, in fulfilment of the principle of self-determination, the ·General Assembly in the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples contained in resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 De­cember 1960, stated its conviction that all peoples have an inalienable right to complete freedom, the exercise of their sovereignty and the integrity of their national territory, and that, by virtue of that right, they freely deter­mine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cul­tural development, ".' . 
RecalIing that in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights the Gen­eral Assembly proclaimed that recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family· is the foundation of freecIom, justice and peace in the world, without distinction of any kInd, 
Reaffirming the principle of non-intervention, proclaimed in the charters of the Organization of American States, the League of Arab States and the Organization of African Unity and affirmed· at the conferences held at Montevideo, Buenos Aires, Chapultepec and Bogot., as well as In the de­cisions of the Asian-African Conference at Bandung, the First Conference of Heads of State· or Government of Non-Aligned Countries at Belgrade, In the Programme for Peace and International Co-operation adopted at the end of the Second Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non­Aligned Countries at Cairo, and in the declaration on subversion adopted at . Accra by the Heads of State and Government of the African States, 
Recognizing that full observance of the principle of the non-intervention 

of Stat~s in the internal and external affairs of other States is essential to 
the fulfilment of the purposes and principles of the United Nations, 

Considering that armed intervention is synonymous with aggression and, 
. as such, is contrary to the basic principles on which peaceful international 
co-operation between States should be built, 

Considering further that direct intervention, subversion and all forms 
of indirect intervention are contrary to these principles and, consequently. 
constitute a violation of the Charter of the United Nations, 
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Mindful that violation of the principle of non-intervention poses a threat 
to the independenc", freedom and 'normal political, economic, social and cul­
tural developnlent of countries, particularly those which have freed them­
selves from colonialism, and can pose a serious threat to the maintenance of 
peace, 

Fully aware of the imperative need to create appropriate conditions which 
would enable all States, and in particular the developin, countries, to choose 
without duress or "oercion their own political, economic and social institu­
tions, 

In the light of the foregoing considerations, solemnly declares: 
1. No State has the right to intervene, directly, or indirectly, for any 

reason' whatever, in the internal or external affairs of any other State. 
Consequently, armed intervention and all other forms of interference or 
attempted threats against the personality of the State or against its political, 
economic and cultural elements, are condemned. 
, 2. No State may use or encourage the use of economic, political or any 
other type of measures to coerce another State in order 'to obtain from it the 
subordination of the exercise of its sovereign rights or to secure from it ad­
vantages of any kind. Also, no State shall organize, assist, foment, fi­
nance, incite or tolerate subversive, terrorist or armed activities directed 
towards the violent overthrow of the regime of another State" or interfere in 
civil strife in another State. 
\ S. The use of force to deprive peoples of their national identity con­
slitute. a violation of their inalienable rights and of the principle of non­
intervention. 

4. The strict observance of these obligations is an essential condition 
to ensure that nations live together in peace with one another, since the 
practice of any form of intervention not only violates the spirit and letter, 
of the Charter of the United Nations but also leads to the creation of situa­
tions which threaten international peace and security. 

5. Every State has an inalienable right to choose its political, economic, 
social and cultural systems, without interference in aoy form by another 
State. 

6. All States shall respect the right of self-determination and hidepend-' 
ence of peoples and nations, to be freely exercised without any foreign pres­
sure, and with absolute respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
Consequently, all States shall contribute to tho complete elimination of racial 
discrimination and colonialism in aU its forms and manifestations. 

7. For the purpose of the present Declaration, ,the term "State" covers 
both individual States and groups of States. 

8_ Nothing in this Declaration shall be construed IS affecting in any 
manner the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations relat­
ing to the maintenance of international peace and securit,., in particular those 
contained in Chapters VI, VII and VIII. 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 
4 July 1967 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

DEEPLY CONCERNED at the situation prevailing in Jerusa.lem as a 
result of the measures taken by Israel to change the status of the City, 

1. CONSIDERS that these measures are invalid; 

2. CALLS UPON Israel to rescind all measures a.lready taken and 
to desist forthwith from taking any action which would alter the status of 
Jerusa.lem; 

3. REQUESTS the Secretary-General to report to the General As­
sembly a.nd the Security Council on the situation and on the implementa­
tion of the present resolution not later than one week from its adoption. 

1548th plenary meeting 
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SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

ZZ November 1967 

THE SECURITY COUNCIL, 

EXPRESSING its continuing concern with the grave situation in the 

Middle East, 

EMPHASIZING the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by 

war and the need to work for a just and lasting peace in which every state 

in the area can live in security, 

EMPHASIZING further that all member states in their acceptance of 

the Charter of the United Nations have undertaken a commitment to act 

in accordance with Article Z of the Charter, 

1. AFFIRMS that the fulfillment of Charter principles requires the 

establishment of a just and lasting peace in the Middle East which should 

include the application of both the following principles: 

(i) Withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from territories of re­

cent conflict; 

(ii) Termination of all claims or states of belligerency and re­

spect for and acknowledgment of the sovereignty, territorial integrity 

and political independence of every state in the area and their right to 

live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries free from threats 

or acts of force; 

Z. AFFIRMS FURTHER the necessity 

(a) For guaranteeing freedom of navigation through international 

waterways in the area; 

(b) For achieving a just settlement of the refugee problem; 

(c) For guaranteeing the territorial inviolability and political 

independence of every state in the area, through measures including the 

establishment of demilitarized zones; 

3. REQUESTS the Secretary General to designate a special repre­

sentative to proceed to the Middle East to establish and maintain contacts 
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with the states concerned in order to promote agreement and assist ef­
forts to achieve a peaceful and accepted settlement in '.ccordance with 
the provisions and principles in this resolution. 

4. REQUESTS the Secretary General to report to the Security 
Council on the progress of the efforts of the special representative as 
soon as possible. 
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SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
Z4 March 1968 

The Security Council,' 

Having heard the statements of the representatives of Jordan and 
Israel, 

Having noted the contents of the letters of the permanent represen­
tatives of Jordan and Israel •••• 

Having noted further the supplementary information provided by the 
chief of staff of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization •••• 

Recalling Resolution Z36 (1967) by which the Security Council con­
demned any and all violations of the cease-fire. 

Observing that the military action by the armed forces of Israel on 
the territory of Jordan was of a large-scale carefully planned nature. 

Considering that all violent incidents and other violations of the 
cease-fire should be prevented. and not overlooking past incidents of 
this nature. 

Recalling further Resolution Z37 (1967). which called upon the Gov­
ernment of Israel to insure the safety. welfare and security of the in­
habitants of the areas where military operation. have taken place. 

1. Deplores the loss of liCe and heavy damage to property; 

Z. Condemns the military action launched by Israel in flagrant vio­
lation of the United Nations Charter and of the cease-fire resolutions; 

3. Deplores all violent incidents in violation of the cease-fire and 
declares that such actions of military reprieal and other grave violations 
of the cease-fire cannot be tolerated and that the Security Council would 
have to consider further and more effective steps as envisaged in the 
Charter to insure again.t repetition of such acts; 

4. Calls upon Israel to desist from acts or activities in contraven­
tion of resolution Z37 (1967); 

S. Requests the Secretary General to keep the situation under re­
view and to report to the Security Council as appropriate. 
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1963 TREATY BANNING NUCLEAR WEAPON TESTS 
IN THE ATMOSPHERE, IN OUTER SPACE, 

AND UNDER WATER* 

The Governments of the United States of America, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, hereinafter 
referred to as the "Original Parties", 

Proclaiming as their principal aim the speediest possible achievement of an agree­
ment on general and complete disarmament under strict international control in 
accordance with the objectives of the United Nations which would put an end to 
the armaments race and eliminate the incentive to the production and testing of all 
kinds of weapons, including nuclear weapons, 

Seeking to achieve the discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear weapons 
for all time, determined to continue m.gotiations to this end, and desiring to put an 
end to the contamination of man's environment by radioactive substances, 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article I. 

1. Each of the Parties to this Treaty undertakes to prohibit, to prevent, and not 
to carry out any nuclear weapon test explosion, or any other nuclear explosion, at 
any place under its jurisdiction or cont",l: 

Ca) in the atmosphere; beyond its limits, including outer space; or under water, 
including territorial waters or high seas; or 

Cb) in any other environment if such explosion causes radioactive debris to be 
present outside the territorial limits ·of the State under whose jurisdiction or ·control 
such explosion is conducted. It is undE~rstood in this connection that the provisions 
of this subparagraph are without prejudice to the conclusion of a treaty resulting.in 
the permanent banning of all nuclear test explosion·s, including all such explosions 
underground, the conclusion 6f which, as the Parties have stated in the Preamble 
to this Treaty, they seek to achieve. 

2. Each of the Parties to this Treaty undertakes furthermore to refrain from caus­
ing, encouraging, or in any way participating in, the carrying out of any nuclear 
weapon test explosion, or any other nuclear explosion, anywhere which would take 
place in any of the environments described, or have the effect referred to, in para­
graph 1 of this Article . 

• Aug. 5, 1963, [1963] 2 U.S.T. 1313, T.I.A.S. No. 5433, 480 U.N.T.S. 43 (effective Oct. 
10,1963). 



Article II. 

1. Any Party may propose amendments to this Treaty. The text of any proposed 
amendment shall be submitted to the Depositary Governments which shall circulate 
it to all Parties to.this Treaty. Thereafter, if requested to do so by one-third or more 
of the Parties, the Depositary Governments shall convene a conference, to which 
they shall invite all the Parties, to consider such amendment. 

2. Any amendment to this Treaty must be approved' by a majority of the votes 
of all 'the Parties to this Treaty, including the votes of all of the Original Parties. 
The amendment shall enter into"force for all Parties upon the deposit of instruments 
of ratification by a majority of all the Parties, including the instruments of ratification 
of all of the Original Parties. 

Article III. 

1. This Treaty shall be open to all States for signature. Any State which does not 
sign this Treaty before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this 
Article may accede to it at .any time. 

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. Instruments of 
ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Governments 
of the Original Parties - the United States of America, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics - which are 
hereby designated the Depositary Governments. 

3, This Treaty shall enter into force after its ratification by all the Original Parties 
and the deposit of their instruments of ratification. 

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited subse M 

quent to the entry into force of this Treaty, it shall enter into force on the date of 
the deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession. 

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding 
States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratifi­
cation of and accession to this Treaty I the date of its entry into force, and the date 
of receipt of any requests for conferences or other notices. 

6. This Treaty shall be registered by the Depositary Governments pursuant to 
Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Article IV. 

This Treaty shall be of unlimited duration. 
Each Party shall in exercising its national sovereignty have the right to withdraw 

from the Treaty if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject matter 
of this Treaty, have jeopardized the supreme interests of its country. It shall give 
notice of such withdrawal to all other Parties to the Treaty three months in advance. 
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Article V. 

This Treaty, of which the English and Russian texts are equally authentic, shall be 
deposited in the archives of the Depositary Governments. Duly certified copies of 
this Treaty shall be transmitted by the Depositary Governments to the Governments 
of the signatory and acceding States. 



----------------------

TREATY 0" TIU; NO,,-PUOLIHIl.\TIO" OF Nc-CLE.m "'EAPONS 

The State" concluding this Treaty, hereinafter referred to as the 
"Parties to the Treaty", 

Considering the del-astation that would be visited upon all man­
kind by a nuclear war and the consequent need to make every effort 
to avert the danger of such a war and to take measures to safegunrd 
the security of peoples, 

Believing that the prolif"ration of nuclear weapons would seriously 
enhance the danger of nuclear war, 

In conformity with resolutions of the United Nations General As­
sembly calling for the conelusion of an agreement on the prevention 
of wider dissemination of nuclear weapons, . 

Undertaking to cooperate in facilitating the application of Inter­
national Atomic Energy Agency safegnards on peacefnl nuclear ac­
tivities, 

Expressing their support for research, development and other ef­
forts to further the application, within the framework of the Inter­
national Atomic Enerl;iy Agency safeguards system, of the principle of 
safeguarding etYeeth-elv th" flow of source and special fiSSIOnable ma­
terials by use of instniments and other techniques at certain strategic 
points, 

Affirming the principle that the benefits of I?eaceful applications of 
nuclear technology, including any technololllCul by-products which 
may be derived by nuclear-weapon States from the development of 
nuclear explosive devices, should be available for peaceful purposes to 
aU Parties to the Treaty, whether nuclear-weapon or non-nuclear­

. weapon States, 
Convinced that, in furtherance of this principle, all Parties to the 

Treaty are entitled to participate in the fullest possible exchange of 
scientific information for, und to contribute alone or in cooperation 
with other States to, the further deYelopment of the applications of 
atomic energy for I.'ea,~eiul purposes, . 

Declaring their ll1tention to achiel·e at the earliest possible date the 
cessation of the TInclear arms race and to undertake eti'ectiye mensures . 
in the dire-etion of nuclear disn..l'llUUnent, 

Urging the cooperation of aU States in the attainment of this 
objecti ve, . 

Recalling the determination expressed by the Parties to the 1963 
Treaty bnnning nuclear weltpon tests in the atmosphere in outer space 
and under water in its Preamble to seek to achiere the discontinuance 
of all test explosions of nuclear wen pons for all time and to contiuue 
neO'otlation;:; to this end, 

l'lesiring to further the casin" of international tension anel the 
strengthening of trust between States in ol'clei' to facilitate the ces· 
sation of the mauufaeture of nuclear weapons, the liquidation of all 
their existing stockpiles, and the elimination £1'0111 lln.tionnl arsenals of 
nuclear weapons anel the means of their elelil-ery pursuant to a treaty 
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on general and complete di~al'lllamellt under strict ano effective inter­
natIOnal "ontrol. 

Recalling that, in accordance with the Charter of the United Na­
tions, States must refrain in their internutional relations fr0111 the 
threat or use of force agaillst the territorial inte~rity or political in­
dependence of an;y State, 01' in any other manner Illconsistent with the 
Purposes of the United Nations. and that the establishment and main­
telmnce of. inte!l1Itt.ional peace and secUl'ity are to be prollloted with 
the least cliverslOn for armaments of the world's human and economic 
resources, 

Have agreed as follows: 
ARTICI~E I 

Each nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty undertakes not to 
transfer to any recipient whatsoever nuclear weapons 01' other nuclear 
explosive devIces 01' control oVI'r such weapons or explosive devices 
directly, or indirectly; and not in any way to assist, encourage, 01' in­
duce any non-nuclear-weapon State to manufacture 01' otherwise ac­
quire nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive dedces, 01' control 
over such weapons or explosive devices. 

..-\RTICLE II 

Each non-nurlear-weapon State Party to the Treaty undertakes not 
to receive the transfer from any transferor whatsoever of nuclear 
weapons 01' other nuclear explosiye devices or of control over such 
w~apons 01' explosive del-ices directly, or indirectly; not to manu­
facture 01' othel''''ise acquire nuclear weapons or other nuclear explo­
si ye devices; and not to seek 01.' receh-e any assistance in the manu­
facture of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosiye devices • 

. AnnCLE III 

1. Each Bon-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty undertakes 
to accept safeguards, as set forth in an agreement to be negotiated 
and concluded with the International Atomic Energy Agency in ac­
cordance with the Statute of the International .'.tomic Energy Agency 
and the Agency's safeguarcls system, for the exc1usiye purpose of vel'l­
fication of the fulfillment of its obligations assumed under this Treaty 
with a view to preventing diyersion of Buclenr energy from peaceful 
nses to nuclear l':eapons or other l1ucle(ll' explosh-e dey ices. Procedures 
for the safeguards required by this article shall be followed with re­
spect. to souree or special fissioMble material whether it is heing pro­
duced, processed or used ill any principal nnclear facility or is outside 
any such facility. The safc~uards required by this article shall be ap­
pli'ed on all source or speCIal fissionable material in all peaceful nu­
clear activities within the territory of such SI·.ate, nnder its jurisdiction, 
01' r.al'ried out under its control anywhere. 

2. Each Stnte Party to the Treaty unde.rtakes not to provide: (a) 
.o"rce or special fissionable material, 01' (b) equipment or material 
e.specially designed or prepared for the processing, use or production 
of s')ecial fissiouable material, 10 anv non-nuclear-weapon State for 
peac~ful purposes, unless the sonrc~ or spec\al fi~sionable material 
shall be subject to the safeguards reqmred hy tillS artIcle. 
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3. The safef(ullrdo re(luirecl Ly thi,; article shall be implemellted in 
a manner de::agncd to complv ,vith tll'tiele IV of this Treat.y, and to 
;fi.void haml1el'lHg the e('oIlOJIlic or technologiral rh-',"elopI1lent of the 
Parties or international cooperation in the field of peaceful nuclear 
activities, including the intel'llational exchan"e of nuclellr material 
and equipment for the pl'oces:3ing, use or product.ion of nuclear ma­
terial for {,caceful pm poses in accol'(lance with the pro"isions of this· 
article ane the principle of ,;afeguarding ,et forth in the Preamhle of 
the Treaty. . 

4. Non.nuclear-weapon States Party to the Treaty shllll conclude 
agreements with the International A"tomic Enel'o·y Agency to meet 
the requirements of this at,ticle either indi;'iclualfy or together with 
otherSt"te" in aef'ordance with the Statute of the Intel'llational 
Atomic Energy Agency. Neo'otiatioll of such agl'eemellt~ shall com­
mence within 180 days from the original entry into force of this Treaty. 
For States deposit ing their instruments of ratification or ftccession 

. after the ISO-day period, negotiation of such agreements shall C0111-

menee not later than the elate a f sue h deposit. Such agreements shall 
enter into force not later than eiu:hteen months nfter the date of 
initiation of negotiations. --

ARTICLE IY 

1. Nothing in this Trenty shall be interpreted as affecting the· in­
alienable right of all the Parties to the Treaty to develop research, 
production and u..,e of nuclear energy for pe<1ceful purposes without 
discrimination and in conformity with articles I and II of this Treaty. 

2, All the Parties to the Treatv undertake to facilitate,and haye tfte 
right to participate in, the fullest possible exchange of equipment, ma­
terials and scientific and technological information for the peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy, Parties to the Treaty in a position to do so shall 
also cooperate in contributing alone or to"othor with other States or 
internatIOnal organizations to the further deyelopment of the applica­
tions of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, especiallY in the terri­
tories of non-nnclear-weapon States Party to the Tre;,ty, with due 
consideration for the needs of the del-eloping areas of the world. 

ARTICLE V 

Each Party to the Treaty undertakes to take approl)riate measures 
to en8ure that, in acconhlllce with this Tren,ty, nnc er appropriate 
international Ob~el'nltion and through appropriate international pro~ 
cedures, potential benefits from anv peaceful applieations of nnclear 
explosions will be Inade available to non-nuc!e,u'-wenpou States Party 
to the Treatv on a non-discriminatory basis and that the charge to 
sueh Parties· for the explosive devic('s used will be as low as possihle 
and exclude allY charg'e for n~~('arch and develolJment. Non-lluc1ear­
",earon States Party to the Treaty shall be able to obtain such bene­
fits, pursuant to a"' specin.1 inten;nt:iollal agl'l>emrnt Or ngreem,ents, 
throua:h an appropriate inl:l~l'lIatlolltll bmly with :1(lC'qnate repl'E\~2nta· 
tion 0'-£ nOIl-1l11Clenl'-Weal)(in State~. Kf'g.'otintions on this snbject shall 
commence as soon n~ po~,.:;ible aft~~t' the Treaty enters intI) fotce. Xon­
nnclear-weapotl StetteR Pnr-ty to tlle TreatY:3o desiring may aho obtain 
such benefits pUl'~nallt. to bilateral llg'reement;::. 
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ARTICLE VI 

Each of the Parties to the Treaty undertakes to purme negotiations 
in good faith on effecti"e measures relating to cessation of the nuclear 
arms race at an early date and to nuclear dIsarmament, and on a treaty 
on B'eneral and complete disarmament under strict and effective inter­
natIOnal control. 

ARTIOLE VII 

Nothing in this Treaty affects the right of any group of States to 
conclude regional treaties in order to assure the total absence of nuclear 
wenpons in their respective territories. 

ARTICLE VIn 

1. Any Party to the Treaty may propose amendments to this Treaty. 
The text of any proposed amendment shall be submitted to the 
Depositary Goyernments which shall circulate it to all Parties to the 
Treaty. Thereupon, if re(luested to do so by one-third or more of 
the Parties to the Treaty, the Depositary Go"ernments shall convene 
a conference, to which tliey shall invite all the Parties to the Treatv, to 
consider such an amendment. • 

2. Any amendment to this Treaty must be approyed by a majority 
of the votes of all the Parties to the Treaty, including the yates of all 
nuclear-weapon States Party to the Treaty and all other Parties which, 
on the date the amendment is circulated, are members of the Board of 
Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency. The amend­
ment shall enter into force for each Party that deposits its instrument 
of ratification of the amendment upon the deposit of such instruments 
of ratification by a majority of all the l'artles, incluuing the instru­
ments of ratification of allnuc!ear-weapoll States PRl{y to the Treaty 
and all other Parties which, all the date the amendment is eireulated, 
are members of the Board of GOl-emors of the Intel'llutional Atomic 
Energy Agency. Thereafter, it shall enter into force for any other 
Party upon the deposit of its instrument of ratification of the amend. 
ment. 

3. Fh-e years after the entry into force of this Treaty a conference 
of Parties to the Trea:ty shall be held in Geneya, Switzeriand, in order 
to review the operation of this Treaty with a dew to assuring that the 
pur120ses of the Preamble and the fJrodsions of the Treaty are being 
realized. At inteHals of fiye years t lereafter, a majority of the Parties 
to the Treaty may obtain, by submitting a proposal to this effect to the 
Depositary .Governments, tlle conyening of further eonfere~lces with 
the same olJjectil'e of reyiewing the operation of the Treaty . 

• \TI'fICLE lX 

1. This Treaty shall be open to all States for sigl1Rture. Any State 
which does not 81gn the Treaty before its entry into force in accordance 
with paragraph 3 of this article may accede to it at an>' time. 

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by sl~natory States. 
Instruments of ratification and instruments of uccessJOn shall be de­
posited with the GOI'ernments of the United States of America, the 
Cnited Kingdom of Great Britain and Xorthern Ireland and the 
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Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, which are hereby designated the 
Depositary Governments. . 

3. This Treaty shall enter into force after its ratification by the 
States, the GoverllIl1ents of which are designated Depositaries of the 
Treaty, and forty other States signatory to this Treaty and the deposit 
of their instruments of ratification. For the purposes of this Treaty, a 
nuclear-weapon State is one which has manufactured and exploded a 
nuclear weapon or other nuclear explosh-e device prior to January 1, 
1967. 

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are 
deposited subsequent to the entry into force of this Treaty, it shall 
enter into force on the date of the deposit of their instruments of 
ratification or accession. 

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatorv 
and acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposIt 
of each instrument of ratification or of accession, the date of the 
entry into force of this Treaty, and the date of receipt of any I'equasts 
for eonvening a conference or other notices. 

6. This Treaty shall be registered by the Depositary Go,-ernments 
pursuant to arhcle 102 of the Charter of tlle United Nations. 

ARTIOLE X 

1. Each Party shall in exercising its national sovereignty hMe the 
right to withdm w from the Treaty if it decides that extraordinar:y 
events, related to the subject matter of this Treaty, have jeopardized 
the supreme interests of its country. It shan give notice of such with- . 
dm wal to all other Parties to the Treaty and to the United Nations 
Security Council three months in adyance. Such notice shall include 
a statement of the extraordinary eyents it regards as having jeopar­
dized its supreme interests. 

2. Twenty-five years after the entry into force of the Trelty, a con­
ference shall be convened to decide whether the Treaty shell continue 
in force indefinitely, or shall be extended for an additional axed period 
or periods. This decision shall be taken by a majority of the Palties 
to the Treaty. 

ARTICLE Xl 

This Treaty, the EnO"lish, Russian French, Spanish and Chinese 
'texts of which are egually authentic, shall be deposited in the archives 

of the Depositary Governments. Duly celtified copies of this Treaty 
shall be transmitted by the Derositary Governments to the Govern­
ments of the signatory and accedlll~ States. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the underslgned, duly autho!"ized, have signed 
this Treaty. 

DONE ill triplicate, at the cities of Washington;London and Moscow, 
this first clay of July one thousand nine hundred sixty-eight. 
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1)KITED NATmKS SECURITY CoUNCIL RESOLUTION 255 (1968) 

.ADOl~'fED BY THE SECTIU'fY COUXCIL AT ITS 1433RD !\IEETING 
OX 19 JUXE 1008 

The Secw'ity Cou1UJil, 
Noting ,vith appreciation the desire of a large number of St.ates to 

subscribe to the rfreaty on the Non-Prolif.eration of Xuclear Weap­
ons, and thereby to u~dertake not to receIve the transfer from any 
transferor whatsoever of nudear weapons or other nuclear explosive 
devices 01' of control over mch wenpons or explosive deyiees dIrectly, 
or indirectlv; not to manufacture. or otherwise acquire nuclear weap­
ons or other nuclear explosive devices; and not to seek or recei I'e any 

. assistance in the manufacture of nuclear weapons or other nuclear 
explosi,-e devices, 

Taking into con .• idemtion the concern of certain of these States that, 
in conjunction with their adherence to the Treaty on the X on-Pro­
liferatIOn of Nuclear'\Yeapons, appropriate measures be uudertaken 
to safeguard their security, . . 

Bearing in mind thnt nny aggression accompanied by the use of nu- . 
clear weapons would endanger the peace and security of all States 

1. Recognize8 that aggressIOn with nuclear weapons or the threat of 
such aggression against a non-nuclear-weapon State would create a 
situation in which the Security Council, and above all its nuclear­
weapon State permanent members, would have to act immediately in 
accordance with their obligations under the United Xations Charter: 

2. Welcome8 the intention expressed by certain States that they will 
provide or support immediate assistance, in accordance with the Char­
ter, to any non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty on the X on­
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons that is a victim of an act 01' an 
object of a threat of ag~ression in which nuclear weapons are used; 

3. Reaffi'l'rn8 in particular the inherent right, recognized uuder Arti­
cle 51 of the Charter, of individual and collective self-defense if an 
armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until the 
Sec.urity Council has ta~en measures necessary to maintain inter-
natIOnal peace and secunty. . . 

DECLARATIO:;' OF TIlE GOVER:;'>IEXT OF THE UNITED ST_'TES OF 
AMERICA 

(Made in the United Xations Security Council in explanation of its 
vote for Secitrity Council Resolution 255 (1968)) 

The Government of the United States notes with appreciation the 
desire expressed bv a large number of States to subscribe to the treaty 
on the non-prolifei'ation of nuclear weapons. 
~Ve welcome the willingness of these States to undertake not to 

receive the transfer from any transferor whatsoe,"er of nuclear weap­
ons or other nuclear ex\.}oRh·e cle"dces or of control m~er such weapons 
or explosive derices dIrectly, or indirectly; not to manufacture 01' 

otherwise acquire nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive deYices; 
and not to seek or receive any assistance in the manufacture of nuclear 
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. 

The United States also notes the concern of certain of these States 
that, in conjunction with their adherence to the treaty on the non­
proliferation of nuclear weapons. appropriate measures be undertaken 
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to· safeguard their security. Any aggression accompanied bv the use of 
nuclear weapons would endanger the peace and security of aH States. 

Bearing these considerations in mind. the l~nited ~tates declares 
the following: ' 

l\ggression with nucleur weflrO~:;;, or the threat of sue!l a.g-gressioIl~ 
a.g[t..ln~t a :non.n~lc1eal'-weapon Stale would create ~ quahtatl\"ely new 
sItuahon In wIuc1} !he n~cl~al'-WeapOl~ States ,,:IllCh are pennanent 
members of the 1,mted :'latIOns SeCl1l'ltv Couller! would ha,'e to upt 
immediately through the Security Council to take the meusures nec­
essary to counter snch aggressi.on or to.remove the threat of aggression 
in accordance with the United Nations Charter, which caHs for taking 
". • • effective coHective measures for the pre\'ention and removal 
of threats to the peace, and for the suppression of acts of uggression 
or other breaches of the peace • • '''. Therefore, any State which 
commits aggression accompanied by the nse of nuclear weapons or 
which threatens such a~gression must be aware thut its actions are 
to be countered effectively by measures to be taken in accordance with 
the United Nations Charter to suppress the aggrcssion or remove the 
threat of aggression. . 

The Umted States affirms its intention, as a permanent member 
of the United Nations Security Coul\cil, to seek Immediate Security 
Council action to prodde assistance, in accordance with the Charter, 
to any non-nuclear-weapon State palty to the treaty on the non-pro­
liferation of nuclear weapons that is a yictim of an act of aggression 
or an object of a threat of aggression in which nuclear weapons are 
used. 

The United States reaffirms in particular the inherent right, recog­
nized under Article 51 of the Chart.er, of indi,-idual and collective 
self-defence if an armed attack, including a nuclear attack, occurs 
against a Member of the United Nations, until the Security Council 
has taken measures necessary to maintain international peace and 
security. 

The'tJnited States yote for the resolution before us and this state­
ment of the wav in which the United States intends to act ill accord­
ance with the Charter of the United Nations are based UpOll the fact 
that the resolution is supported by other permanent members of the 
Security Council which are nuclear-weapon States and are also pro­
posing to sign t.he treatv on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapon8, 
and tllat these States liave made similar statements as to the way in 
which they intend to act in accordance with the Charter. 
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CONVENTION ON THE PREVENT I ( 'N AND 
PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF GENOCIDE. 
ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS ON 9 DECEMBER 19'18 

-------
THE CONTRACTING PARTIES, 

HAVING CONSIDERED the declaration made by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations in its resolution 96 (I) dated II December 1946' that genocide 
is a qime under international law, contrary to the SPIrit and aims of the United 
Nations and condemned by the civilized world; -

RECOGNIZING that at all periods of history genocide has inflicted great 
losses on humanity; and 

BEING CONVINCED that, in order to liberate mankind from such an odious 
·scourge, international co-operation is required, 

HEREBY AGREE AS HEREINAFTER PROVIDED: . 

Article I 

The Contracting Parties confirm that genocide, whether committed ill 
time of peace or in time of war, is a crime under international law which the)" 
undertake to prevent and to punish. 

Article II 

In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following act; 
committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic,,!, 
racial or religious group, as such: 

(a) Killing members of the group; 

(h) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 

(e) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated t" 
bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part; 

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group. 

Article III 

The following acts shall be punishable: 

(a) Genocide; 
(h) Conspiracy to commit genocide; 

(e) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide; 

(d) Attempt to commit genocide; 

(e) Complicity in genocide. 

30 



Article IV 

Persons committing genocide or any of the other acts enumerated ill 
article III shall be punished, whether they are constitutionally responsibk 
rulers, public officials or private individuals. 

Article V 
The Contracting Parties undertake to enact, in accordance with thd, 

respective Constitutions, the necessary legislation to give effect to the provisi0'" 
of the pres~mt Conven~on and, in particular, to provide effective penalties I~' 
persons gUIlty of genocIde or of any of the other acts enumerated in article I II, 

Article VI 

• Persons charged with genocide or any of the other acts enumerated in 
article III shall be tried by a competent tribunal of the State in the territ-)''': 
of which the act was committed, or by such international penal tribunal as m,,' 
have jurisdiction with respect to those Contracting Parties which shall ha\'~ 
accepted its jurisdiction. 

Article VII 
Genocide and the other acts enumerated in article III shall not be can. 

sidered as political crimes for the purpose of extradition. 
The Contracting Parties pledge themselves in such cases to grant extradi. 

tion in accordance with their laws and treaties in force. 

Article VIII 
Any Contracting Party may call upon the competent organs of the 

United Nations to take such action under the Charter of the United Nation_ 
as they consider appropriate for the prevention and suppression of acts of 
genocide or any of the other acts enumerated in article III. 

Article IX 
Disputes between the Contracting Parties relating to the interpretation, 

application or fulfilment of the present Convention, including those relatin;: 
to the responsibility of a State for genocide or for any cifthe other acts enumer· 
ated in article III, shall be submitted to the International Court of Justin 
at the request of any of the parties to the dispute. 

Article X 
The present Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian 

and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall bear the date of9 December 194f .. 

Article Xl 
The present Convention shall be open unti13l December 1949 for signature 

on behalf of any Member or the United Nations and of any non-member Stat, 
to which an invitation to sign has been addressed by the General Assembly. 

31 



I 

The present Convention shall be ratified, and the instruments of ratifica_ 
tion shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

After I January 1950 the present Convention may be acceded to on behalf 
of any Member of the United Nations and of any non-member State which 
has received an invitation as aforesaid. 

Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. 

Article XII 
Any Contracting Party may at any time, by notification addressed to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations, extend the application of the present 
Convention to all or any of the territories for the conduct of whose foreign 
relations that Contracting Party is responsible. 

Article XIII 
On the day when the first twenty instruments of ratification or accession 

have been deposited, the Secretary-General shall draw up a proces-verbal and 
transmit a copy thereof to each Member of the United Nations and to each of 
the non-member States contemplated in article XI. 

The present Convention shall come into force on the ninetieth day 
following the date of deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratification or 
accession. 

Any ratification or accession effected subsequent to the latter date shall 
become effective on the ninetieth day following the deposit of the instrument 
of ratification or accession. 

Article XIV 
The present Convention shall remain in effect for a period of ten years as 

from the date of its coming into force. 
It shall thereafter remain in force for successive periods of five years for 

such Contracting Parties as have not denounced it at least six months before 
the expiration of the current period. 

Denunciation shall be effected by a written notification addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Article XV 
IT, as a result of denunciations, the number of Parties to the present Con­

vention should become less than sixteen, the Convention shall cease to be in 
force as from the date on which the last of these denunciations shall become 
effective. 
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Article XVI 

A request for the revision of the present Convention may be made at any 
time by any Contracting Party by means of a notification in writing addressed 
to the Secretary-General. 

The General Assembly shall decide upon the steps, if any, to be taken in 
respect of such request. 

Article XVII 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify all Members of 
the United Nations and the non-member States contemplated in article XI of 
the following: 

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions received in accordance with 
article XI; 

(b) Notifications received in accordance with article XII; 
(e) The date upon which the present Convention comes into force in 

accordance with article XIII; 
(d) Denunciations received in accordance with article XIV; 
(e) The abrogation of the Convention in accordance with article XV; 
(f) Notifications received in accordance with article XVI. 

Article XVIII 

The original of the present Convention shall be deposited in the archives 
of the United Nations. 

A certified copy of the Convention shall be transmitted to each Member 
of the United Nations and to each of the non-member States contemplated in 
article XI. 

Article XIX 

The present Convention shall be registered by the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations on the date of its coming into force. 
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AGREEMENT ON THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES IN 
VIET-NAM, JULy 20, 1954 

Provisional Military Demarcation Line and Demilitarized Zone 

Article 1 

A provisional military demarcation line shall be fixed, on either 
side of which the forces of the two parties shall be regrouped after 
their withdrawal, the forces of the People's Army of Viet-Nam to the 
north of the line and the forces of the French Union to the south. 

It is-also agreed that a demilitarized zone shall be established on 
either side of the demarcation line, to a width of not more than 5 kms. 
from it, to act as a buffer zone and avoid any incidents which might 
result in the resumption of hostilities. 

Article 6 

No person, military or civilian, shall ,be permitted to cross the 
proviSional military demarcation line unless specifically authorized 
to do so by the Joint Commission. 

Article 14 

Political and administrative measures in the two regrouping zones, 
on either side of the provisional military demarcation line: 

(a) Pending the general elections which will bring about the unifica­
tion of Viet-Nam, the conduct of civil administration in each 
regrouping zone shall be in the hands of the party whose forces 
are to be regrouped _ there in virtue' of the present Agl'c'ement. 

Article 16 

With effect from the date of entry into force of the present Agree­
ment, the introduction into Viet-Nam of any troop reinforcements and 
additional military personnel is prohibited. 

Article 17 

(a) With effect from the date of entry into force of the present 
Agreement, the introduction into Viet-Nam of any reinforce­
ments in the form of all types of arms, munitions and other 
war material, such as combat aircraft, naval craft, pieces 
of ordnance, jet engines and jet weapons and armoured 
vehicles, is prohibited. 
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Article 19 

With effect from the date of entry into force of the present Agree­
ment no military base under the control of a foreign state may be estab" 
lished in the re-grouping zone of either party; the two parties shall 
ensure that the zones assigned to them do not adhere to any military 
alliance and are not used for the resumption of hostilities or to further 
an aggressive policy. 

Article 22 

The Commanders of the Forces of the two parties shall ensure that 
persons under their respective commands who violate any of the provisions 
of the present Agreement are suitably punished. 

Article 24 

The present Agreement shall apply to all the armed forces of either 
party. The armed forces of each party shall respeet the demilitarized 
zone and the territory under the military control of the other party, and 
shall commit no aet and undertake no operation against the other party 
and shall not engage in blockade of any kind in Viet-Nero. 

For the purposes of the present Artiele, the word "territory" in­
cludes territorial waters and air space. 

Article 28 

Responsibility for the execution of the agreement on the eeasation 
of hostilities shall rest with the parties. 

Article 29 

An International Commission shall ensure the control and supervision 
of this execution. 

Article 30 

In order to faCilitate, under the conditions shown below, the exe­
cution of provisions conceroing joint actions by the two parties a Joint 
Commission shall be set up in Viet-Nam. 

Article 31 

The Joint Commission shall be composed of an equal number of 
representatives of the Commanders of the two parties. 

Article 34 

A, International Commission shall be set up for the control and 
supervision of the application of the provisions of the agreement on 
the cessation of hostilities in Viet-Nero. It shall be composed of 
representatives of the following States: Canada, India and Poland. 
It shall be presided over by the Representative of India. 
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Article 35 

The International Commission shall set up fixed and mobile inspec­
tion teams, composed of an equal number of officers appointed by each 
of the above-mentioned States. 

Article 37 

The International Commission shall, through the me<i1.um of the inspec­
tion teams mentioned above, and as soon as possible either on its own 
initiative, or at the request of the Joint Commission, or of one of the 
parties, undertake the necessary investigations both documentaI"',! and on 
the ground. 

Article 41 

The recommendations of the International Commission shall be adopted 
by the majority vote, subject to the provisions contained in article 42. 
If the votes are divided the chairmen's vote shall be decisive. 

Article 42. 

When dealing with questions concerning Violations, or threats of 
violations, which might lead to a resumption of hostilities, namely: 

(a) Refusal by the armed forces of one party to effect the move­
ments provided for in the regroupment plano;. 

(b) Violation by the armed forces of one of the.parties of tb~ 
regrouping zones, territorial waters, or air space of the other 
party; 

the decisions of the International Commission.must be unanimous. 

Article 43 

If one of the parties refuses to put into effect a recommendation 
of the International Commission, the parties concerned or the Commission 
itself shall inform the members of the Geneva Conference. 

If the International Commission does not reach unanimity in the 
cases provided for in article 42, it shall submit a msjority rerort and 
one or more minority reports to the members of the Conference. 
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Annex To The Agreement On The Cessation Of Hostilities In Viet-Nam 

I. Delineation of the rovisional milita demarcation line and the de 
militarized zone Article 1 of the Agreement; reference map: Indo­
China 1/100,000) 

(a) The prOvisional military demarcation line is fixed as i'-.Jllows, 
reading from east to west: 

the mouth of the Song Ben Hat (CUa Tung R1 ver) and the course 
of that river (known as the Rao Thanh in the mountains) to the 
village of Bo Ho Su, then tha parallel of Bo He Su to the 
Laos- Viet-Nam frontier. 
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AGREEMENT ON THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIE~3 IN LAOS, 
JULy 20, 1954 

Article 13 

The foreign Forces shall be transferred outside Laotian territory 
as follows: 

(1) French Forces: 

The French forces will be moved out of Laos by road (along routes 
laid down by 'the Joint Commission in Laos) and also by air and inland 
waterway; 

(2) Vietnamese People's Volunteer forces: 

These forces will be moved out of Laos by land, along routes 
and in accordance with a schedule to be determined by the Joint Com­
mission in Laos in accordance with principle of simultaneous with­
dra'W'8l of foreign forces. 

Article 14 

Pending a political settlement, the fighting units of "Pathet 
Lao"; concentrated in the provisional assembly areas, shall move into 
the Provinces of Phongsaly and Sam-Neue except for any military per­
aonnel who wish to be demobi'l1l.zed where they are. They will be free 
to move between these two Provinces in a corridor along the frontier 
between Laos and Viet-Nam bounded on the south by the line SOP KIN, NA 
MI, S!I!P SANG-KJONG SON. 

Article 25 

An International Commission shall be entrusted with control and 
supervision over the application of the provisions of the agreement 
on the cessation of hostilities in Laos. It shall be composed of repre­
sentatives of the follOWing States: Canada, India and POland. 

It shall be presided over by the Representative of India. Its 
headquarters shall be at Vientiane. 
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Arti~le 34 

The recommendations of the International Commission shall be 
adopted by majority vote, subject to the PrQvisions contained in 
article 35. If the votes- are etl.ually divided the chairman's vote 
shall be decisive. 

The International Commission may make recommendations concerning 
amendments and additions which should be made to the provisions of the 
agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Laos, in order to ~nsure 
more effective execution of the said agreement. These recommen<i.ations 
shall be adopted unanimously. 

Article 35 

On tl.uestions concerning violations, or threats of violations, 
_which might leali to a resumption of hostilities, anli in particular: 

(a) Refusal by foreign armeli forces to effect the movements 
provided for in the withdrawal plan; 

(b) Violation or threat of violation of the country's 
integrity by foreign armeli forces, 

the decisions of the International Commission must be unanimous. 

Article 41 

Done in Geneva (Sw1tzerland) on 20 July 1954, at 24 hours, in 
the French languase. 
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FINAL DECLARATION OF TIlE GENEVA CONFERENCE ON 
THE PROBLEM OF RESTORING PEACE IN INDO-CHINA 

JULy 21, 1954 

FINAL DECLARATION, dated the 21st July, 1954, of the Geneva 
Conference on the problem of restoring peace in Indo-China, in which 
the representatives of Cambodia, the Democratic Republic of Viet­
Nam, France, Laos, the People's Republic of China, the State of Viet­
Nam, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States of America took part. 

1. The Conference takes note of the agreements ending hostilities 
in CambOdia, Laos and Viet-Nam and organizing international corl:·!"ol and 
the supervision of the execution of the provisions of these agreements. 

2. The Conference expresses satisfaction at the ending of hostilities 
in CambOdia, Laos and Viet-Nam; the Conference expresses its convic-
tion that the execution of the provisions set out in the present de­
claration and in the agreements on the cessation of hostilities will 
permit Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam henceforth to play their part, in 
f'ull independence and sovereignty, in the peaceful community of nations. 

3. The Conference takes note of the declarations made by the Gov­
ernments of Cambodia and of Laos of their intention to adopt measures 
permitting all citizens to take their place in the national commu-
ni ty, in particular by participating in the next general elections, which 
in conformity with the constitution of each of these countries, shell 
take place in the course of the year 1955, by secret ballot and in con­
ditions of respect for fundamental freedoms. 

4. The Conference takes note of the cl/luses in the agreement on the 
cessation of hostilities in Viet-Nam prohibiting the introduction into 
Viet-Nam of foreign troops and military personnel as well as of all 
kinds of arms and IIIUIlitions. The Conference also takes note of the 
declarations made by the Governments of Cambodia and Laos of their reso­
lution not to request foreign aid, whether in war material, in personnel 
or in instructors except for the purpose of the effective defence of their 
territory and, in the case of Laos, to the extent defined by th~ agree­
ments on the cessation of hostilities in Laos. 

5. The Conference takes note of the clauses in the agreement on the 
cessation of hostilities in Viet-Nam to the effect that no military base 
under the control of a foreign State may be established in the regroup­
ing zones of the two parties, the latter having the obligation to see 
that the zones allotted to them shall not constitute part of any mili­
tary alliance and shell not be utilized for the resumption of hostilities 
or in the service of an aggressive policy. The Conference also takes 
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note of the declarations of the Governments of Cambodia and Laos 
to the effect that they will not join in any agreement with other 
states if this agreement includes the obl1.gation to participate 
in a military alliance not in conformity with the principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations or, in the case of Laos, with the 
principles of the agreement on the cessation of hostil:!.ties in L30s 
or, SO long as their security is not threatened, the obligation to 
establish bases on Cambodian or Laotian territory for the military 
forces of foreign Powers. 

6. The Conference recognizes that the essential purpose of tha 
agreement relating to Viet-Nam is to settle military questions with a 
view to endin~ hostilities and that the military'demarcation line is 
provisional arid should not in any way be interpreted as constituting 
a political or territorial boundary. The Conference expresses its 
conviction that the execution of the provisions setout in the present 
declaration and in the agreement on the cessation of hostilities creates 
the necessary basis for the achievement in the near future ofa political 
settlement in Viet-Nam. 

7. The Conference declares that, so far as Viet-Nam is cOh~erned, 
the settlement of political probl.ems, effected on the basis of respect 
for the principles of independence, unity and territorial integrity, 
shall permit the Viet-Namese people to enjoy the fundamental freedoms, 
·guaranteed by democratic institutions established as a result of free 
general elections by secret ballot. In order to ensure that sufficient 
progress in the restoration of peace has been made, and thet all the 
necessary conditions obtain for free expression of the national will, 
general elections shall be held in July 1956, under the supervision of 
an international commission composed of representatives of the MBmber 
states of the International Supervisory Commission, referred to in 
the agreement on the cessation of hostilities. Consultations will be 
held on this subject between the competent representative authorities 
of the two zones from 20 July 1955 onwards. 

8. The provisions of the agreements on the cessation of hostilities 
intended to ensure the protection of individuals and of property must 
be most strictly applied and must, in particular, allow everyone in 
Viet-Nsm to decide freely in which zone he wishes to live. 

9. The competent representative authorities of the Northern and 
Southern zones of Vie~Nam, as well as the authorities of Laos and 
Cambodia, must not permit any individual or collective reprisals 
against persons who have collabol'ated in any way with one of the 
parties during the war, or agsinst members of such persons' families. 



10. The Conference takes no'te of the declaration of the 
Government of the French Republic to the effect that it is ready 
to withdraw its troops from the territory of Cambodia, Laos and 
Viet-Nam, at the request of the s,overnments concerned and vithin 
periods which shall be fixed by agreement between the parties ex­
cept in the cases where, ,by agreement between the two parties, a 
certain number of French troops shall remain at specified points and 
for a specified time. 

11. The Conference takes note of the declaration of the French 
Government :to the effect that for the settlement of all the problems 
connected with the re-establisl:lm.ent and consolidation of peace in 
Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam, the French Government will proceed from 
the principle of respect for.the ;lndependence and sovereignty, unity 
and territorial integrity of Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam. 

12. In their relations with Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam, each 
member of the Geneva Conference undertakes to respect the sovereignty, 
the independence, the unity and the territorial integrity of the 
abovementioned states, and to refrain from any interference in their 
internal affairs. 

13. The members of the Conference agree to consult one an~ther 
on any question which may be referred to them by the International 
Supervisory Commission, in order to study such measures as may prove 
necessary to ensure that the agre,ements on the cessation of hostilities 
in Cambodia, Laos and Viet-Nam are respected. 



STATEMENT BY ~D UNDER SECRETARr OF STATE AT THE 
CONCWDING PLE:NARY SESSION OF THE C1ENEV A CONFERENCE, 

JULy 21, 1954 

As I stated. on July ;t8, my Govermnent .is not prepared to join in 

a declaration by the ConferenCE! such as is submitted.. However, the 

United. states makes this unilateral declaration of its position in 

these matters: 

Declaration: 

The Govermnent of the United States being resolved to devote its 

efforts to the strengthening of peace in accordance with the principles 

and purposes of the United Nations takes note of the agreements con­

cluded at Geneva on July 20 and 21, 1954 between 

(a) the Franco-Laotian Command and the Command of the 

Peoples Army of Viet-Namj 

(b) the Royal Khmer Arrrry Command and the Command of the 

Peoples Army of Viet-Nsmj 

(c) Franco-Vietnamese Command and the Command of the 

Peoples Army of Viet Nsm and of paragraphs 1 to 12 
inclusive of the declaration presented to the Geneva 

Conference on July 21, 1954 declares with regard to 

the aforesaid agreements and paragraphs that 

(i) it will refrain from the threat of the use of force to 

disturb them, in Ilccord.ance with Article 2(4) of the 

Charter of the United Nations dealing with the obliga­

tion of members to refrain in their international re­
lations from the threat or use of forcej and 

(ii) it would view any renewal of the aggression in vio­
lation of the aforesaid. agreements with grave concern 

and. as seriously threatening international peace and 

security. 

In connection with the statement in the declaration concerning free 

elections in Viet-Nam my Govermnent wishes to make clear its position 

which it has expressed. in a declaration made in Washington on June 29, 

1954, as follows: 

In the cases" of nations now divided against their will, we 
shall continue to seek to achieve unity through free elec­

tions supervised. by the United Nations to insure that they 

are conducted. fairly. 
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With respect to the statement made by the representative of the 
state of Viet-NaDI, the United stutes reiterates its traditional posi­
tion that peoples are entitled to determine their own future and that 
it will not join in an arrangement which would hinder this. Nothing 
in its declaration just made is :I.ntended to or does indicate any 
departure from this traditional llOsition. 

We share the hope that the agreements will permit Cambodia, Laos 
and Viet-Nam to play their part, in full independence and soveTl!!ignty 
in the peaceful community of nations, and will enable the peopl~s of 
that area to determine their own future. 
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PROTEST BY THE VIETNAMESE DEIEGATION 

The delegation of the State of Viet-Nam has presented. a proposal 
d.esigned. to obtain an armistice wi'thout d.ivision, even prov:i,sional, of 
the territory of Viet-Nam, through the d.isarmament of all the belliger­
ent forces after their withd.rawnl to the smallest possible zones of re­
groupment and. the institution of a provisional control by the United. 
Nations over the entire territory, pend.ing the reestablishment ~f peace 
and. arrangements permitting the Vietnsmese people to d.etermine its destiny 
through free elections, The delegation protests the summary rp,jection of 
this proposal, the only one which respects the aspirations of the Viet­
namese people. It insists that, at leas,t, the demilitarization and. 
neutralization of the Catholic religious communities in the delta of 
northern Viet-Nam be accepted. by the conference. 

It protests solemnly: 

(a) the hasty conclusion of the armistice agreement, con­
tracted. only by the high authority of France and. the Vietminh not­
withstanding the fact that the French High Command. controls the 
Vietnamese troops only through a delegation of authority by the 
Chief of State of Viet-Nam, and. especially notwithstanding the fact 
that many clauses of this agreement are of such a nature as gravely 
to compromise the political future of the Vietnamese people; 

(b) the fact that this armistice agreement aband.ons to the 
, Vietminh territories, many of which are still in the possession of 
Vietnamese, troops and. thus essential to the d.efense of Viet-Nam in 
opposing a larger expansion of Communism and. virtually deprives Viet­
Nam of the imprescriptible right to organize its defense otherwise thsn 
by the maintenance of a foreign army on its territory; 

(c) the fact that the :Wrench High Command. has arrogated. to 
itself without preliminary agreement with the delegation of the State 
of Viet-Nam the right to fix the d.ate of future elections, notwith­
stand.ing that a matter of a clearly political character is concerned.. 

Consequently, the Government of the State of Viet-Nam reqt'pgts that 
note be made of its solemn protest against the manner in which the armistice 
has been concluded. and. against the conditions of the armistice which take 
no account of the profound. aspirations of the Vietnamese people, and. of the 
fact that it reserves to itself complete freed.om of action to guarantee the 
sacred. right of the Vietnamese people to territorial unity, national 
independence and. freedom. 
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DECLARATION ON THE NEUTRALITY OF LAOS 

The Governments of the Union of Burma, the Kingdom of Cambodia, 
Canada, the People's Republic of China, the Democratic Republic of 
Viet-Nam, the Republic of France, the Republic of India, the Polish People's 
Republic, the Republic of Viet·Nam, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and -the United States of America, whose representatives 
took part in the International Conference on the Settlement of the Laotian 
Question, 1961--1962; 

Welcoming the presentation of the statement of neutrality by the Royal 
Government of Laos of July 9, 1962, and taking note of this statement, 
which is, with the concurrence of the Royal Government of Laos, incorporated 
in the present Declaration as an integral part thereof, and the text of which 
is as follows: 

THE ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF LAOS, 

Being resolved to follow the path of peace and neutrality in conformity 
with the interests and aspirations of the Laotian people, as well as the 
principles of the Joint Communique of Zurich dated June 22, 1961, and 
of the Geneva Agreements of 1954,(,) in order to build a peaceful, neutral, 
independent, democratic, unified and prosperous Laos, 
Solemnly declares that: 

(I) It will resolutely apply the five principles of peaceful co-existence 
in foreign relations, and will develop friendly relations and establish 
diplomatic relations with all countries, the neighbouring countries first 
and foremost, on the basis of "quality and of respect for the independence 
and sovereignty of'Laos; 

(2) It is the will of -the Laotian people to protect and ensure respect 
for the sovereignty, independetlce, neutrality, unity, and territorial integrity 
of Laos; 

(3) It will not resort to tbe use or threat of force in any way which 
might impair the peace of other countries, and will not interfere in the 
internal affairs of other -countries; 

(4) It will not enter into any military alliance or into any agreement, 
whether military or otherwise, which is inconsistent with the neutrality of 
the Kingdom of Laos; it will not allow the establishment of any foreign 
military base on Laotian territory, nor allow any country to use Laotian 
territory for military purposes or for the purposes of interference in the 
internal affairs of other countries, nor recognise the protection of any 
alliance or military coalition, including SEATO.(') 

(5) It will not allow any foreign interference in the internal affairs of 
the Kingdom of Laos in any form whatsoever; 

(6) Subject to the provisions of Article 5 of the Protocol, it will 
require the withdrawal from Laos of all foreign troops and military 
personnel, and will not allow any foreign troops or ruflitary personnel 
to be introduced into Laos; 

1 For texts, sp.e American Forciq'n Policy, 1950-195;;: Ba.'lic Doel/mellls, ,"pol. I, 
Department of State publication 6446, p. 17:5 . 

• Southeast Asia. Treaty Organization. 
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(7) It will accept direct and unconditional aid from all countries 
that wish to help the Kingdom of Laos build up an independent and 
autonomous national economy on the basis of respect for the sovereignty 
of Laos; 

(8) It will respect tbe treaties and agreements signed in conformity 
with the interests of tbe Laotian people and of the policy of peace and 
neutrality of the Kingdom, in particular the Geneva Agreements of 1962, 
and will abrogate all treaties and agreements which are contrary to those 
principles. 

This statement. of neutrality by the Royal Government of Laos shall 
be promulgated constitutionally and shall have the force of law. 

The Kingdom of Laos appeals to all the States participating in the 
International Conference on the Settlement of the Laotian Question, 
and to all other States, to recognise the sovereignty, independence, 
neutrality, unity and territorial integrity of Laos, to conform to these 
principles in all respects, and to refrain from any action inconsistent 
therewith. 
Confirming the principles of respect for the sovereignty, independence. 

unity and territorial integrity of the Kingdom. of Laos and non·interference 
in its internal affairs which are embodied in the Geneva Agreements of 1954; 

Emphasising the principle of respect for the neutrality of the Kingdom. 
of Laos; 

Agreeing that tbe above·mentioned principles constitute a basis for the 
peaceful settlement of the Laotian question; 

Profoundly convinced that the independence and neutrality of the 
Kingdom of Laos will assist the peaceful democratic development of the 
Kingdom of Laos and the achievement of national accord and unity in that 
country, as well as the strengthening of peace and security in South-East Asia; 

1. Solemnly declare, in accordance with the will of the Government 
and people of the Kingdom of Laos, as expressed in the statement of 
neutrality by the Royal Government of Laos of July 9, 1962, that they 
recognise and will respect and observe in every way the sovereignty, inde­
pendence, neutrality, unity and territorial integrity of the Kingdom of Laos. 

2. Undertake, in particular, that 
(a) they will Dot commit or participate in any way in any act which 

might directly or indirectly. impair the sovereignty, independence, 
neutrality, unity or territorial integrity of the Kingdom of Laos; 

(b) they will not resort to the use or threat of force or any other measure 
which might impair tbe pea<:e of the Kingdom of Laos; 

(c) they will refrain from all direct or indirect interference in the internal 
affairs of the Kingdom of Laos; 

(d) they will not attach conditions of a political nature to any assistance 
which they may offer or which the Kingdom of Laos may seek; 

(e) t'.ley will not bring the Kingdom of Laos in any way into any military 
aUianee or ar.y other asrc~ment, whether military or otherwise, which 
is inconsistent with her neutrality, nor invite or encourage her to enter 
into any such alliance or to conclude any s~ch agreement; 
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