
---------------, 

(f) they will respect the wish of the Kingdom of Laos not to recognise 

the protection of any alliance or military coalition, including SEATO; 

(g) they will not introduce into the Kingdom of Laos foreign troops or 

military personnel in any form whatsoever. nor will they in any way 

facilitate or connive at the introduction of any foreign troops or military 

personnel; 
(h) they will not establish nor will they in any way facilitate or connive 

at the establishment in t:,e Kingdom of Laos of any foreign military 

base, foreign strong point or other foreign military installation of any 

kind; 
(.) they will not use the territory of the Kingdom of Laos for interference 

in the internal affairs of other countries; 

(J) they will not use the territory of any country, including their own for 

interference in the internal affairs of the Kingdom of Laos. 

3. Appeal to a11 other States to recognise. respect and observe in every 

way the sovereignty, independence and neutrality, and also the unity and 

t~rritorial integrity, of the Kingdom of Laos and to refrain from any action 

inconsistent with these principles or with other provisions of the present 

Declaration. 

4. Undertake, in the event of a violation or threat of violation of the 

sovereignty, independence, neutrality, unity or territorial integrity of the 

Kingdom of Laos, to consult jointly with the Royal Government of Laos 

and among themselves in order to consider measures which might prove to 

be necessary to ensure the observance of these principles and the other 

provisions of the present Declaration. 

5. The present Declaration shall enter into force on signature and 

together with the statement of neutrality by the Royal Government of Laos 

of July 9, 1962, shall be regarded as constituting an international agreement. 

The present Declaration shall be deposited in the archives of the Governments 

of the United Kingdom and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, which 

shall furnish certified copies thereof to the other signatory States and to all 

the other States of the world .. 

In witness whereof. the undersigned Plenipotentiaries have signed the 

present Declaration. 

Done in two copies in Geneva this twenty-third day of July one thousand 

nine hundred and sixty-two in the English. Chinese, French, Laotian and 

Russian languages, each text being equally authoritative. 

48 



PROTOCOL TO THE DECL,~r:.ATION ON THE NEUTRALITY 
0;;' .LAOS 

The Governments of the Union of Burma, the Kingdom of Cambodi., 
Canada, the People's Republic of China, the Democratic RepUblic of 
Viet-Nam, the Republic of France, the RepUblic of India, the Kingdom of 
Laos, the Polish People's RepUblic, the Republic of Viet-Nam, the Kingdom 
of Thailand, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the. United States of America; 

Having regard to the Declaration on the Neutrality of Laos of July 23 
1962; , 

Have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE 1 
For the purposes of this Protocol 
(a) the term "foreign military personnel" shall include ll1embers of 

foreign military missions, foreign military advisers, experts, instructors, 
consultants, technicians, observers and any other foreign military 
persons, including those serving in any armed forces in Laos, and 
foreign civilians connected with the supply, maintenance, storing and 
utilization of war materials; 

(b) the term" the Commission" shall mean the International Commission 
for Supervision and Control in Laos set up by virtue of the Geneva 
Agreements of 1954 and composed of the representatives of Canada, 
India and Poland, with the representative of India as Chairman; 

(c) the term "the Co-Chairmen" shall mean the Co-Chairmen of the 
International Conference for the Settlement of the Laotian Question, 
1961-1962, and their successors in the offices of Her Britannic Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
recpectively; 

(d) the term "the members of the Conference" shall mean the 
Governments of countries which took part in the International 
Conference for the Settlement of the Laotian Question, 1961-1962_ 

ARTlCLB 2 
All foreign regular and irregular troops, foreign para-military formations. 

and foreign military personnel shall be withdrawn from Laos in the 
shortest time possible and in any case the withdrawal shall be completed 
not later than thirty days after the Commission has notified the Royal 
Government of Laos that in accordance with Articles 3 and 10 of this 
Protocol its inspection teams are present at all points of withdrawal from 
Laos. These points shall be determined by the Royal Government of Laos 
in accordance with Article 3 within thirty days after the entry into force of 
this Protocol. The inspection teallls shall be present at these points and 
the Commission shall notify the Royal Government of Laos thereof within 
fifteen days after the points have been determined. 
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ARTICLE 3 
The withdrawal of foreign regular and irregular troops, foreign para­

military formations and foreign military personnel shalItake place only 
along such routes and through such points as shall be determined by the 
Royal Government of Laos in consultation with the Commission. The 
Commission shalI be notified in advance of the point and time of all such 
withdrawals. 

ARTICLE 4 

The introduction of foreign regular and irregular troops, foreign para­
military formations and foreign military personnel into Laos is prohibited. 

ARTICLE 5 

Note is taken that the French and Laotian Governments will conclude as 
soon as possible an arrangement to transfer the French military installations 
in Laos to the Royal Government of Laos. 

If the Laotian Government considers it necessary, the French Government 
may as an exception leave in Laos for a limited period of time a precisely 
limited number of French military instructors for the purpose of training 
the armed forces of Laos. . 

The French and Laotian Governments shall inform the members of the 
Conference, through the Co-Chairmen, of their agreement on the question of 
the transfer of the French military installations in Laos and of the 
employment of French military instructors by the Laotian Government. 

ARTICLE 6 
The introduction into Laos of armaments, munitions and war material 

generally, except such quantities of conventional armaments as the Royal 
Government of Laos may consider necessary for the national defence of . 
Laos, is prohibited. 

ARTICLE 7 
AlI foreign military persons and civilians captured or interned during the 

course of hostilities in Laos shalI be released within thirty days after the 
eiltry into force of this Protocol and handed over by the Royal Government 
of Laos to the representatives of the Governments of the countries of which 
they are nationals in order that they may proceed to the destination of their 
choice. 

ARTICLE 8 
The Co-Chairmen shalI periodicalIy. receive reports from the 

Commission. In addition the Commission shalI immediately report to the 
Co-Chairmen any violations or threats of violations of this Protocol, aU 
significant steps which it takes in pursuance of this Protocol, and also ~ny 
other important information which may assist the Co-Chairmen in carrymg 
out their functions. The Commission may at any time seek help from the 
Co-Chairmen in the performance of its duties, and the Co-Chairmen may 
at any time make recommendations to the Commission exercising general 
guidance, 
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The Co·Chairmen shall circulate the reports and any other important 
information from the Commission to the members of the Conference. 

The Co·Chairmen shall exercise supervision over the observance of this 
Protocol and the Declaration on the Neutrality of Laos. 

The Co·Chairmen will keep the members of the Conference constantly 
informed and when appropriate will consult with them. 

ARTICLE 9 
The Commission shall, with the concurrence of the Royal Government of 

Laos, supervise and control the cease· fire in Laos. 

The Commission shall exercise these functions in full co·operation with 
the Royal Government of Laos and within the framework of the Cease· Fire 
Agreement or cease· fire arrangements made by the three political forces in 
Laos, or the Royal Government of Laos. It is understood that 
responsibility for the execution of the cease· fire shall rest with the three 
parties concerned and with the Royal Government of Laos after its formation. 

ARTICLE 10 
The Commission shall supervise and control the withdrawal of foreign 

regular and irregular troops, foreign para·military formations and foreign 
military personnel. Inspection teams sent by the Commission for these 
purposes shall be present for the period of the withdrawal at all points of 
witbdrawal from Laos determined by the Royal Government of Laos in 
consultation with the Commission in accordance with Article 3 of tbis 

- Protocol. 

ARTICLE 11 
The Commission shall investigate cases wbere there are reasonable 

grounds for considering tbat a violation of the provisions of Article 4 of this 
Protocol has occurred. 

It is understood that in the exercise of this function the Commission is 
acting with the concurrence of tbe Royal Government of Laos. It shall carry 
out its investigations in fnll co·operation with the Royal Government of Laos 
and shall immediately inform the Co·Chairmen of any violations or tlueats of 
violations of Article 4, and also of all significant steps wbich it takes in 
pursuance of tbis Article in accordance with Article 8. -

ARTICLE 12 

The Commission shall assist tbe Royal Government of Lacs in cases wbere 
tbe Royal Government of Laos considers that a violation of Article 6 of this 
Protocol may have taken place. This assistance will be rendered at the 
request of the Royal Government of Laos and in full co·operation with it. 

ARTICLE 13 

The Commission sh~ll exercise its functions under this Protocol in close 
cc·operation witb the Royal Government of Laos. It is und~rstood that tbe 
Royal Government of Laos at all levels will-render the Commission all possible 
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assistance in the performance by the Commission of these functions and also 
will take all necessary measures to ensure the security of the Commission and 
its inspection teams during their activities in Laos. 

ARTICLE 14 
The Commission ,functions as a single organ of the International Confer­

ence for the Settlement of lhe Laotian Question. 1961-1962. The members of 
the Commission will work harmoniously and in co-operation with each other 
with the aim of solving all questions within the terms of reference of the 
Commission. 

Decisions of the Commission on questions relating to violations of 
Articles 2. 3. 4 and 6 of this Protocol or of the cease-fire referred to in Article 9. 
conclusions on major questions sent to the Co-Chairmen and all recommenda­
tions by the Commission shall be adopted unanimously. On other questions. 
including procedural questions. and also questions relating to the initiation 
and carrying out of investigations (Article 15). decisions of the Commission 
shall be adopted by majority vote. . 

ARTICLE 15 
In the exercise of its specific functions which are laid down in the relevant 

articles of this Protocol the Commission shall conduct investigations (directly 
or by sending inspection teamS). when there are reasonable grounds for con­
sidering that a violation has occurred. These investigations shall be carried 
out at the request of the Royal Government of Laos· or on the initiative of the 
Commission. which 'is acting with the concurrence of the Royal Government 
of Laos. 

In the latter case decisions on initiating and carrying out such investigations 
shall be taken in the Commission by majority vote. 

The Commission shall submit agreed reports on investigations in which 
differences which may emerge between members of the Commission on 
particular questions may be expressed. 

The conclusions and recommendations of the Commission resulting from 
investigations shall be adopted unanimously. 

ARTICLE 16 
For the exercise of its functions the Commission shall. as necessary. set up 

inspection teams. on which the three member-States of the Commission shall 
be equally represented_ Each member-State of the Commission shall ensure 
the presence of its own representatives both on the Commission and on the 
inspection teams. and shall promptly replace them in the event of their beinz 
unable to perform their duties. 

It is understood that the dispatch of inspection teams to carry out various 
specific tasks takes place with the concurrence of the Royal Government of 
Laos. The points to which the Commission and its inspection teams go for 
the purposes of investigation and their length of stay at ('10,e points shall be 
determined in relation to the requirements of the particular investi;ption. 
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ARTICLE 17 

The Commission shall have at its disposal the. recans of communication 
and transport required for the performance of ils duties. These as a rule will 
be provided to the Commission by the Royal GOyefIlmeDt of Laos for payment 
on mutually acceptable terms, and those which the Royal Government of Laos 
cannot provide will be acquired by the Commission from other sources. It is 
understood that the means of communicaliod and transport will be under th! 
administrative control of the Commission. 

ARTICLE 18 
The costs of the operations of the Commission shall be borne by the 

members of the Conference in accordance with the proviSions of this Article. 
(a) The Governments of Canada. India and Poland shal\ pay the personal 

salaries and allowances of their nationals who are members of their dele­
gations to the Commission and its subsidiary organs. 

(b) The primary responsibility for the provision oi'accommodation for the 
Commission and its subsidiary organs shall rest with the Royal 
Government of Laos. which shall also provide such other local services 
as may be appropriate. The Commission shall charge to the Fund 
referred to in sub-paragraph (c) below any local expenses not borne by 
the Royal Government of Laos. 

(c) All other capital or running expenses incurred by the Commission in 
the exercise of its functions shall be met from a Fund to which all the 
members of the Conference shall contribute in the follo;ving 
proportions: 

The Governments of the People's Republic of China, France, the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. the United. Kingdom and the 
United States of America shall contribute 17· 6 per cent each. 

The Governments of Burma. Cambodia, the Democratic Republic. 
of VietNam. Laos, the Republic of Viet Nam and Thailand shall 
contribute 1·5 per cent each. 

The Governments of Canada, India and Poland as members of the 
Commission shall contribute 1 per cent each. 

ARTICLE 19 

The Co-Chairmen shall at any time, if the Royal Government of Laos so 
requests, and in any case not later than three years after the entry into force 
of this Protocol. present a report with appropriate recommendations on the 
question of the termination of the Commission to the members of the Con­
ference for their consideration .. Before making such a report the Co-Chairmen 
shall hold consultations with the Royal Government of Laos and the 
Commission. 

ARTICLE 20 
This Protocol shall enter into force on signature. 
It shall be deposited in the archives of the Governments of the United 

Kingdom and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, which shall furnish 
certified copies thereof to the other signatory States and to all other States of 
the world. 

In witness whereof, the undersigned Plenipotentia.ries have signed tpis 
Protoco\. 

Done in two copies in Geneva this Menty-third day of July one thousand 
and nine hundred and sixty-two in the Eng1.ish. Chinese, French. Laotian and 
Russian languages, each text being equally authoritative. 
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EUROPEAN CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTIOrJ OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND FUf\:DAMENTAL FREEDOMS 

, The Governments signatory hereto, being 
Members of the Council of Europe, 

Considering the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights proclaimed by the General 
Assembly of the United, Nations on 10th 
December 1948; 

Considering that this Declaration aims at 
securing the universal and effective recogni­
tion and observance of the Rights therein 
declared; 

Considering that the aim of the Council of 
Europe is the achievement of greater unity 
between, its Members and that one of the 
methods by which that aim is to be pursued is 
the maintenance and further reahsation of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; 

Reaffirming their profound belief in those 
Fundamen tal Freedoms which are the founda­
tion of justice and peace in the world and are 
best mamtained on the one hand by an effective 
political democracy and on the other by a 
common understanding and observance of 
the Human Rights upon which they depend; 

Being resolved, as the Governments of 
European countries which are like-minded 
and nave a common heritage of political 
traditions, ideals, freedom and the rule of law, 
to take the first steps for the collective enforce­
ment of certain of the Rights stated in the 
Universal Declaration; 

Have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE 1 

The High Contracting Parties shall secure 
to everyone within their Jurisdiction the rights 
and freedoms defined m Section I of this 
Convention. 

SECTION I 

ARTICLE 2 

(1) Everyone's right to life shall be protected 
by law. No one shall be deprived of his life 
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intentionally save in the execution of a sentence 
of a coun following his conviction of a crime 
for which this penalty is provided by law. 

(2) Deprivation of life shall not be regarded 
as inflicted in contravention of this Article 
when it results from the use of force which is 
no more than abso1utely necessary: 

(a) in defence of any person from unlawful 
violence; 

(b) in order to effect a lawful arrest or to 
prevent the escape of a person lawfully 
aetained; 

(c) in action lawfully taken for the pur­
pose of quelling a riot or insurrection. 

ARTICLE 3 

No one shall be subjected to torture or to 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punish­
ment. 

ARTICLE 4 

(1) No one shall be held in slavery or 
sex:vltude. 

(2) No one shall be required to perform 
forced or compulsory la bour. 

(3) For the purpose of this Article t.he term 
"forced or compulsory labour" shall not in­
clude: 

(a) any work required to be done in the 
ordinary course of, ~etention ~mposed a~· 
cording to the provISIOns of Article 5 of thIS 
Convention or during conditional release 
from such detention; 

(b) any service of a military character or, 
in case of conscientious objectors in countries 
where they are recognised, service exacted 
instead of compulsory military service; 

(c) any service exacted in case of an emer­
gency or calamity threatening the life or 
well·being of the community; 

(d) anI work or service which forms part 
of norma civic obligations. 



ARTICLE 5 
(I) Everyone has the right to liberty and 

security of person. 
No one shalI be deprived of his liberty save 

in the folIowing cases and in accordance with 
a procedure prescribed by law: 

(a) the lawful detention of a person after 
conviction by a competent court; 

(b) the lawful arrest or detention of a 
person for non-compliance with the lawful 
order of a court or In order to secure fulfil­
ment of any obligation prescribed by law; 

(e) the lawful arrest or detention of a 
person effected for the purpose of bringing 
him before the competent legal authority on 
reasonable suspicion of having committed 
an offence or when it is reasonably coo­
sidered necessary to prevent his committing 
an offence or fleeing after having done so; 

(d) the detention of a minor by lawful 
order for the purpose of educational super­
vision or his lawful detention for the purpose 
of bringing him before the competent fegal 
authority: 

(e) the lawful detention of persons for 
the prevention of the spreading of infectious 
diseases, of persons of unsound mind, 
alcoholics or drug addicts or vagrants; 

(I) the lawful arrest or detention of a per­
son to prevent his effecting an unauthOrISed 
entry into the country or of a person against 
whom action is being taken with a view to 
deportation or extradition. 

(2) Everyone who is arrested shalI be in­
formed promptly, in a language which he 
understands, of the reasons for his arrest and 
of any charge against him. 

(3) Everyone arrested or detained in accord­
ance with the provisions of paragraph I(c) of 
this Article shalI be brought promptly betore 
a judge or other officer authorised by law to 
exercise judicial power and s!lall be entitled to 
trial within a reasonable tIme or to release 
pending trial. Release may be conditioned by 
guarantees to appear for tnal. 

(4) Everyone who is deprived of his liberty 
by arrest or detention shan be entitled to taky 
proceedings by which the lawfulness of hIS 
detention shall be decided speedily by a court 
and his release ordered if the ,detention is not 
lawful. 
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5. Everyone who has been the vIctim of 
arrest or detention in contravention of the 
provisions of this Article shall have an enforce­
able right to compensation. 

ARTICLE 6 

(I) In the determination of his. civil rights 
and obligations or of any erimmal charge 
against him. everyone is entitled to a fair and 
public hearing within a reasonable time by 
an independent and impartial tribunal estab­
lished by law. Judgment shall be pronounced 
publicly but the press and public may be 
excluded frollt all or part of the trial in the 
interests of morals. pu blic order or national 
security in a democratic society. where the 
interests of juveniles or the protection of the 
private life of the parties so require. or to 
the extent strictly necessary in the opinion of 
the court in special circumstances wnere pub­
li~ity would prejudice the interests of justice. 

(2) Everyone charged with a criminal of­
fence shall be presumed innocent until proved 
guilty according to law. 

(3) Everyone charged with a criminal of­
fence has the following minimum rights: 

(a) to be informed promptly, in a language 
which he understands and in detail, of the. 
nature and cause of the accusation against 
him; 

(b) to have adequate time and facilities 
for the preparation of his defence; 

(Cl to defend himself in person or through 
. lega assistance of his own choosing or, if he 

has not sufficient means to pay for legal 
assistance. to be given it free when the 
interests of justice so require; 

(d) to examine or have examined witnesses 
against him and to obtain the attendance and 
examination of witnesses on his behal f 
under the same conditions as witnesses 
against him; 

(e) to have the free assistance of an inter­
preter if he cannot understand or speak the 
language used in court. 

ARTICLE 7 

\
1) No one shall be held guilty of any crimi­

na offence on account of any act or omission 



which did not constitute a criminal offence 
under national or international law at the 
time when it was committed. Nor shall a 
heavier penalty be imposed than the one that 
was applicable at the Ume the criminal offence 
was committed. 

(2) This Article shall not prej~dice the 
trial and punishment of any person for any 
act or omission which, at the time 'when it was 
committed, was criminal according to the 
general principles of law recognised by.civilised 
nations. 

J\RTICLE 8 

(I) Everyone has the right to respect for 
his private and family life. his home and 
correspondence. 

(2) There shall be no interference by a pub­
lic authority with the exercise of this right 
except such as is in accordance with the law 
and IS necessary in a democratic society in the 
interests of national security. public safety or 
the economic well-being of the country. for 
the prevention of disorder or crime. for the 
protection of health or morals. or for the pro­
tection of the rights and freedoms of otliers. 

ARTICLE 9 

(I) Everyone has the right to freedom of 
thought. conscience and religion; this right 
includes freedom 10 change his religion or 
belief and freedom. either alone or III com­
munity with others and in public or private. 
to manifest his religion or belief. in worship. 
teaching. practice and observance. 

(2) Freedom 10 manifest one's reli~ion or 
beliefs shall be subject only to such Iimllations 
as are prescribed by law and are necessary in 
a democratic society in the interest of public 
safety. for the protection of public order. 
health or morals. or for the protection of the 
rights and freedom of others. 

ARTICLE 10 

. (I) Everyone has the right 10 freedom of 
expression. This right shan include freedom 
to hold opinions and 10 receive and impart 
infonnation and ideas without interference by 
public authority and regardless of frontiers. 
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This Article shall not prevent States from re­
quiring the licensing of broadcasting, tele­
vision or cinema enterprises. 

(2) The exercise of these freedoIlls. since it 
carrIes with it duties and responsibilities, 
may be subject to such formalities, conditions. 
restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by 
law and are necessary in a democratic society. 
in the interests of national security. territorial 
integrity or public safety. for the prevention of 
disorder or crime. for the protectIOn of health 
or morals, for the protection of the reputation 
or rights of others. for preventing the dISclosure 
of information received in confidence, or for 
maintainin~ the authority and impartiality 
of the judicIary. 

ARTICLE II 

(I) Everyone has the right to freeelom of 
peaceful assembly and to freedom of associa­
tion with others including right to form and to 
join trade unions for the protection of his 
Interests. ' 

(2) No restrictions shall be placed on the 
exercise of these rights other than such as are 
prescribed by law and are nec,essary in a derI,1o­
cTatic society in the interests of n~t1onal s~cunty 
or public safety. for theyrotectlon of disorder 
or crime, for the protection of h~alth or morals 
or for the protection or the nghts and free­

. doms of others. This Article shall not prevent 
the imposition of lawful restrictions 011 the 
exercise of these rights by members o~ the 
armed forces. of the police or of the admmJStra­
tion of the State. 

ARTICLE 12 

Men and women of marriageable age have 
the right to Illarry and found a family, acco~d­
ing to the national laws governmg the exerCise 
of this right. . 

ARTICLE 13 

Everyone whose rights and freedoms as set 
forth in this Convention are violated. shall 
have an effective remedy before a national 
authority notwithstanding that the violation 
has been committed by persons acting in an 
official capacity, 

I 
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ARTICLE 14 

The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms· 
set forth 10 this Convention shall be secured 
without discrimination on an)' g-round such as 
sex, race. colour. language. religion, political 
or other opinion, national or social origin, 
association with a national minority, property, 
birth or other status. 

ARTICLE 15 

(1) In time of war or other public emergency 
threatening the life of the nation any High 
Contracting Party may take measures derogat­
ing from its obligations under this Conven· 
lion to the extent strictly required by the exi­
gencies of the situation. provided that such 
measures are not inconsistent with its other 
obligations under international law. 

(2) No derogation from Article 2, except 
in respect of deaths resulting from lawful actS 
of war, or from Articles 3, 4, (paragraph I) 
and 7 shall be made under tliis provision. 

(3) Any High Contracting Party availing 
itself of this right of derogation shall keep 
the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe 
fully informed of the measures which it has 
taken and the reasons therefor. It shall also 
inform the Secretary-General of the Council 
of Europe \I,o'hen such measures haye ceased 
to operate and the provisions of the Con· 
vention are again being fully executed. 
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ARTICLE 16 

:"Iothing in Articles 10, II and 14 shall be 
regarded a~ preventing the High COlltraning 
Panies flOm imposing restrictions on tht 
political activity of aliens. 

ARTICLE 17 

Nothing in this Convention may be inter­
preted as in;plying for any State, group or 
person any right t? engage in any anivilY or 
perform an)'. act aimed at the destructions of 
any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein 
or at their limitation to a greater extent' than 
is provided for in the Convention. 

The restrictions permitted under this 
Convention to the said rights and freedoms 

. shall not be applied for any purpose other 
than those for ",l11Ch they have been prescribed. 

SECTION II 

ARTICLE 19 

To ensure the observance of the engagements 
undertaken by the High Contracting Parties 
in the present Convention, there shall be set 
up: 

(I) A European Commission of Human 
Rights hereinafter referred to as "the Com­
mission"; 

(2) A European Court of Human Rights, 
hereinafter referred to as "the Court." 



PROTOCOL 

The Go,·emments signatory hereto. being 
~lembers of the Council of Europe. 

Being resolved to take steps to ensure the 
collective enforcement of certain rights and 
freedoms other than those already included in 
SeClion I of the Convention for the rrotection 
of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
signed at Rome on 4th :>iovember 1950 (here­
inafler referred to as "the Convention"), 

Have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

Every natural or legal person is entitled to 
the peaceful enjoyment of his possessions. No 
one shall be deprived of his possessions except 
in the public interest and subject to the condi­
tions provided for by law and by the general 
principles of international law. 

The preceding provisions shall not. however. 
in any way impair the right of a State to 
enforce such laws as it deems necessary to can. 
trol the use of property in accordance with 
the general interest or to secure the payment 
of taxes or other contribuliolJs or penalties. 

ARTICLE 2 

r\o person shall be denied the right to educa­
tion. In the exercise of any functions which it 
assumes in relation to education and .to teach­
ing, the State shall respect the right of parents 
to ensure such education and teaching in Con. 
fomlit)' with their own religious and philo­
sophical convictions, 

ARTICLE 3 

The High Contracting Parties undertake to 
hold free elections at reasonable intervals by 
secret ballot, under conditions which will en­
sure the free expresoion of the opinion of the 
people in the choice of the legislature, 
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ARTICLE 4 

Any High Contracting Party may at the 
time of signature or ratification or at any time 
therea~ter communicate to the Secretary-Cen. 
eral of the OJuncil of Europe a dedaration 
stating the extent to which it undertakes that 
the provisions of the present Protocol shall 
apply to such of the territories for the inter­
national relations of which it is responsible as 
arc named therein. 

A.n)' High Contractin~ Party which has 
communicated a declaration in virtlle of the 
preceding paragraph may from time to time 
commUnicate a further declaration modifying 
the terms of any former declaration or term. 
inating the application of the I?rovisions of 
this Protocol in respect of any tern tory. 

A declaration made in accordance with this 
Article shall be deemed to have been made in 
accordance wi th Paragraph (I) of Article 63 
of the Convention, 

ARTICLE 5 

As between the High Contracting Parties 
the provisions of Articles 1. 2. 3 and 4 of this 
Protocol shall be regarded as additional 
Articles to the Convention and all the pro­

. vision; of the Convention shall apply accord-
ingly, . 

ARTICLE 6 

This Protocol shall be open for signature by 
the. Mem bers of the Council of Europe. who 
are the signatories of the Convention; it shall 
be ratified at the same time as or after the 
ratification of the Convention, As regards any 
signatory ratifying subsequently. the Protocol 
shall enter into force at the date of the deposit 
of its instruments of ratification. The instru­
ments of ratification shall be deposited with 
the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe, 
\\'ho will notify all Members of the names of 
those who have ratified, 



PROTOCOL NO.4 TO THE CONVENTION 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN 

RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL 
FREEDOMS, SECURING CERTAIN 
RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OTHER 

THAN THOSE ALREADY INCLUDED 
IN THE CONVENTION AND IN THE 

FIRST PROTOCOL THERETO" 

The Governments signatory hereto, being 
Members of the Council of Europe, 

Being resolved to take steps to ensure the 
collective enforcement of certain rights and 
freedoms other than those already Included 
in Section I of the Convention for the Protec· 
tion of H'uman Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms signed at Rome on 4th November 
1950 (hereinafter referred to as "the Conven­
tion") and in Articles I to 3, of the 'First 
Protocol to the Convention, signed at Paris 
on 20th March 1952, 

Have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

No one shall be deprived of his liberty 
merely on the ground of inability to fulfill a 
contractual obligation. 

ARTICLE 2 

1. Everyone lawfully within the territory of 
a stale shall, within that territory, have the 
right to liberty of mO\'ement and freedom 
to choose his residence. 

2. Everyone shall be free to leave any 
country, including his own. 

3. No restrictions shall be placed on the 
exercise of these rights other than such as are 
in accordance with law and are necessary in a 
democratic society in the interests of national 
security or public safety, for the maintenance 
of ordre publi(', for the prevention of crime, 
for the protection of health or morals, or for 
the protection of the rights and freedoms of 
others. 

4. The rights set forth in paragraph I may 
(.!.lso be subject. in particular areas, to restric· 
tions imposed' in accordance wirh law and 
justified by the public interest in a democratic 
society. 
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ARTICLE 3 

1. No one shall be expelled, by means either 
of an individual or of a collective measure, 
from the territory of the State of which he is 
a national. 

2. No one shall be deprived of the right to 
enter the territory of the State of which he is 
a national. 

ARTICLE 4 

Collective expulsion of aliens is prohibited. 

ARTICLE 1) 

L Any High Contracting Party may, at the 
time of signature or ratification of thiS Proto·. 
col. or at any time thereafter, communicate to 
the Secretary-Geneyal of the Council of E~rop.e 
a declaration statmg the extent to whIch It 
undertakes that the provisions of this Protocol 
shali apply to suc~ of the te.rrit,?ri~s for the 
international relations of whICh It IS respon­
sible as are named therein. 

2. Any High Contracting Party which has 
communicatea a declaration in virtue of the 
precedin$ paragraph may, from time to time, 
commumcate a further declaration modifying 
the terms of any former declaration or terrni',l­
ating the application of the provisions of thIS 
Protocol in respect of any teITItory. 

3. A declaration made in accordance with 
this Article shall be deemed to have been made 
in accordance with paragraph I of Article 63 
of the Convention. 

4, The territory of any State to which this 
Protocol applies by virtue of ratification or 
acceptance by that State, and each territory to 
which this Protocol is applied by virtue of a 
declaration by that State under this Article, 
shall be treated as separate territories for the 
purpose of the references in Articles 2 and 3 
to tfle territory of a State. 

ARTICLE 6 

1. As between the High Contractin$ Parties 
the provisions of Articles I to 5 of thIS Proto­

,col shall be regarded as additional Articles to 
the Convention, and all the provisions of 
the Com'ention shall apply accordingly. 



2. Nevertheless, the right of individual re­
course recognised by a declaration made under 
Article 25 of the Convention, or the acceptance 
of the compulsory jurisdiction of the CoUrt by 
a declaratIOn made under Article 46 of the 
Convention, shall not be effective in relation 
to this Protocol unless the High Contracting 
Party concerned has made a statement recog­
nizin~ such right, or accepting such jurisdic­
tion, In respect of all or any of Articles I to 4 of 
the Protocol. 

ARTICLE 7 

I. This Protocol shall be open for signature 
by the Members of the Council of Europe who 
are the si'gnatories of the Convention; It shall 
be ratified at the same time as Of after the 
ratification of the Convention. It shall enter 

, into force after the deposit of five instruments 
of ratification. As regards any ,signatory rati/},­
ing subsequently, the Protocol shall enter into 
force at the date of the deposit of its instrument 
of ratification. 

2. The instruments of ratification shall lie 
deposited with the Secretary-General of the 
Council of Europe, who will notify all Mem­
bers· of the names of those who have ratified_ 

60 

• 



RULES FOR THE LIMITATION OF THE DANGERS 

INCURRED BY THE CIVILIAN POPULATION 

IN TIME OF WAR 

Preamble 

All nations are deeply convinced that war should be banned> 
as a means of settling disputes between human commltnities. 

However, in view of the need, should hostilities once more break 
out, of safeguarding the civilian population from the destruction> 
with which it is threatened as a result of technical developments 
in weapons and methods of warfare, 

The limits placed by the requirements of humanity and the 
safety of the population on the use of armed force are restated and 
defined in the following rilles. 

In cases not specifically provided for, the civilian population 
shall contim,e to enjoy the protection of the general rule set forth 
in Article I, and of the principles of international law . 

• • • 
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Chapter I. -- Object and Field of AppUcat/oD 

ARTICLE I 

O.joe. Since the right of Parties to the conflict to adopt means 01 
injuring the enemy is not unlimited, they shall confine their 
operations to the destruction 01 his military resources, and leave 
the civilian population outside the sphere 01 armed attacks. 

This general mle is given detailed expression in the following 
provisions: 

ARTICLE 2 

The present rilles shall apply: 

.,.,.... 0' .ppI"'''o. (a) In the event 01 declared war or of any other armed conflict, 
even if the .state of war is not recognized by one of the Parties 
to the conflict. 

Defmjtioa of 1erm 
•• attaclui" 

(b) In the event of an armed conflict not of an international 
characUr. 

ARTICLE 3 

The present rules shall apply to acts of violence committed 
against the adverse Party by force 'of arms, whether in defence 
or ofJence. Such acts shall be referred to hereafter aL" attacks ". 

ARTICLE 4 

For the pllrpose of the present rules, the civilian population 
consists of all' persons not belonging to one or other of the following 
categories: 

(a) Members of the armed forces, or of their a14xiliary or com­
plementary organizations. 

(b) Persons who do not belong to the forces referred to above, but 
nevertheless take part in th$ fighting. 
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ARTICLE 5 

The obligations imposed upon the Parties to the conflict in 
,ega,d to the civilian population, under the p,esent ,ules, a,e 
complementary to those which already devolve expressly upon the 
Parties by virtlle 0/ other rilles in international law, deriving in 
particular from the instruments 0/ Geneva and The Hague. 

Chapter II. - Objectives barred from Attack 

ARTICLE 6 

Attacks directed against the civilian poplliation, as sllch, 
whether with the object 0/ terrorizing it or lor any other reason, 
are prohibited. This prohibition applies both to attacks on 
individuals and to those directed against groups. 

In conseqllence, it is also forbidden to attack dwellillgs, instal­
lations or means of transport, which are for the exc/llsive lise of, 
and occupied by, the civiliall popJllatioll. 

Nevertheless, shoield members of the civiliall populatioll, 
Article II notwithstalldillg, be withill or ill close proximity to a 
military obiective they mllst accept the risks remlting from an 
attack directed agai1lSt that objective. 

ARTICLE 7 

In order to limit the dangers inCllrred by the civilian popllla­
tioll, attacks may only be directed against military o.bjectives. 

01lly objectives belongillg to the categories of obiective which, 
ill view of their essential characteristics, are generally ackllowledged 
to be of military importance, may be cOllsidered as military 
objectives. Those categories are. listed ;11 an anlle.~ 10 the present 
rules. 
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PrfeautiOlli t.o be 
taken ia plaraniq 

attacks 

PreulitiOlli to be 
tOeA ia carryIq 

out tbe .ttac~ 

However, even q they belong to one ot those categories, they 
cannot be considered as a military 0 bjective where their total or 
partial destruction, in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers 
no military advantage. 

Chapter III. - Precautions in Attacks 00 

Military Objectives 

ARTICLE 8 

The person responsible tor ordering or laUllching an attack 
shall, first 0/ all: 

(a) make sure that the objective, or objectives, to be attacked are 
military objectives within the meaning of the present rules, 
and are duly identified. 

When the military advantage to be gained leaves the choice 
open between several objectives,. he is required to select the one; 
an attack on which involves least danger tor the civilian 
population: 

(b) take into account the loss and destruction which the 
attack, even if .carried out with the precautions prescribed 
under Article 9, is liable to inflict upon the civilian population. 

He is required to retrain/rom the attack it, atter due co"side­
ration, it is apparent that the loss and destruction would be dis­
proportionate to the military advantage anticipated: 

(c) whenever the circumstances allow, warn the civilian popula­
tion in jeopardy, to ena ble it to take shelter. 

ARTICLE 9 

All possible precautions shall be taken, both in the choice 0/ 
the weapons and methods to be used, and in the carrying out 0/ 
an attack, to ensure that no losses or damage are caused to.the 
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civilian population in the vicinity of the objective, or to its dwellings, 
or that such losses or damage are at least reduced to a minim"'n. 

In particular, in towns and other places with a large civilian 
population, which are not in. the vicinity of military or naval 
operations, the attack shall be conducted with the greatest degree 
of precision. It must not cause losses or destruction beyond the 
immediate surroundings of the objective attacked. 

The person responsible tor carrying out the attack must abandon 
or break oU the operation if he perceives that the conditions set 
forth above cannot be respected. 

ARTICLE 10 

It is forbidden to attack without distinction, as a single objective, T"."'"'' boonblno 

an area including several military objectives at a distance from 
one another where elements of the civilian population, or dwellings, 
fire situated in between the said military objectives. 

ARTICLE II 

The Parties to the conflict shall, so far as possible, take aU "P".,,,"P""'UtiOM 

necessary steps to protect the civilian population s"bject to their 
a"thority from the dangers to which they would be exposed in an 
attack- in particillar by removing them from the vicinity of military 
objectives and from threatened areas. However, the rights con-
ferred upon the population in the event of transfer or evac1lation 
under Article 49 of the Fomth Geneva Convention of I2 Allg. I949 
are expressly reserved. 

Similarly, the Parties to the conflict shaU, so far as possible, 
avoid 'the permanent presence of armed 'forces, military material, 
mobile military establishments or instaUations, in towns or other 
places with a large civilian popillation. 

ARTICLE 12 

The Parties to the conflict shaU facilitate the work of the Civil Dol"", bod! .. 

civilian bodies excl,"sively engaged in protecting. and assisting 
the civilian population in case of attack. 
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They call agree 10 confer special im",unity UpOIl the personnel 
0/ those bodies, Iheir equipment and inslallaliOlts, by means 0/ a 
special em blem. 

ARTICLE 13 

Jntenth:ma) tJlpoIllI'(! 
to danrer Parties 10 tlze cOllflict are prohibited from placing or keeping 

members 0/ Ihe civilian populalion subiect to their authority in or 
near military objectives, with tI.e idea 0/ ':nducing the enemy to 
refrain from attackillg those obiectives. 

Prohibited melhodt 
Cit .... Irf.re 

Chapter IV. - Weapons with Uncontrollable Effect. 

ARTICLE 14 

Without preiudice to the present or luture prohibition' 01 
certain .specific weapollS, the use is prohibited 01 weapons 'whose 
harmlul eUects-resulting in particular Irom the dissemination 0/ 
incendiary, chemical, bacteriological, radioactive or other agents­
could spread to all ItIt/oreseen degree or escape, either in space 
or in time,/rom the control 0/ those who employ them, thus endanger­
ing the civilian populatiOll. 

This prohibition also applies to delayed-action weapons, the 
dangerous eUects 01 which are liable to be lelt by the civilian 
population. 

ARTICLE 15 

If the Parties ,to the conflict make lise 0/ mines, they are bound, 
without preiudice to the stipjllations of the VIIlth Hague Conven­
tion of I907, to chart the mine-fields. The charts shall be handed 
over, at the close 0/ active hostilities, to the adverse Party, and also 
to all other allthorjU.s ,esponsi ble lor the safety 0/ the population. 
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Without prejudice to the preca,itions specified "nder Article 9. 
weapons capa ble of causing serious damage to the civilian popula­
tion shall. so far as possible. be eqllipped with a safety device 
which renders them harmless when they escape from the controt 
0/ those who employ them. 

Chapter V. - Special Cases 

ARTICLE r6 

When. on the olltbreak or in the course 01 hostilities. a locality "0 ... "' ••• 

is declared to be an " open town". the adverse Party shall be duly 
notified. The lalter is bOllnd to reply. and if it agrees to recognize 
the locality in question as an open town. shall cease Irom all attacks 
on the said town. and retrain from any military operation the 
sole object 01 which is its occupation. 

In the absence of any special conditions which may. in any par­
ticular case, be agreed upon with the adverse Party. a locality. 
in order to be declared an " open town". mlest satisfy the lollowing 
conditions: 

(a) it must not be defended or contain atty armed lorce; 

(b) it mllst discontin'lle all relations with any national or allied 
armed lorces; 

(e) it mllst stop all activities 01 a military nat,ere or lor a military 
purpose in those of its installations or industries which might 
be ngarded as military objectives; 

(d) it must stop all military transit through the town. 

The adverse Party may make the recognition 01 the status 0/ 
" open town" conditional "pon verification of the /lelfilment 01 
the conditions stiple/ated above. All attacks shall be sllSPettded 
during the institlltion and operation 01 the investigatory meas.eres. 
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The presence in the locality of civil defmct services, or 01 the 
services responsible lor mai1.taining public order, shall not be 
considered as contrary to the conditions laid down in Paragraph iI. 
I I the locality is situated in occupied territory, this provision 
applies also to the military occupation forces· essential for the 
maintenance of public law and order. 

When an "open town" passes into other hands, the new 
authorities are bound, il they cannot maintain its status, to inform 
the civilian population accordingly. 

None of the above provisions shall be i1.terpreted in such a 
manner as to diminish the protection which the civilian population 
should enioy by virtue of the other provisions of the present rules, 
even when not living in localities recognized as " open towns". 

ARTICLE 17 

In ..... UO.. In order to safeguard the civilian population from the dangers 
COIItaiDlng daD,trou_ 

t"" .. that might resuU from the destruction of engineering works or 
i1.stallations-'-sllch as hydro-electric dams, nuclear power stations 
or dikes-through the releasing of natllral or artificial forces, the 
States or Parties concerned are invited: 

(a) to agree, in time of peace, on a special procedure to ensure in 
all circumstances the general immunity of such works where 
intended essentially for peaceful purposes: 

(b) to agree, in /i".e of war, to confer special immunity, possibly 
on the basis of the stipulations of Article I6, on works and 
installations which have not, or no longer have, any connex­
ion with the conduct of military operations. 

The preceding stipulations shall not, in any way, release the 
Parties to the conflict from the obligation to take the precautions 
required by the general provisions 0/ the present rules, under 
A rtieles 8 to II in particular. 
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Chapter VI. - Application of the Rules' 

ARTICLE 18 

States not involved in the conflict, and also all appropriate 

organisations, are invited to co-operate, by. lending their good 

offices, in enmring the observance of the present rules and pre­

venting either o{ the Parties to the conflict from resorting to 

measures contrary to those rules, 

ARTICLE 19 

All States or Parties concerned are <mder the obligation to 

search for and bring to trial any person having committed, or 

ordered to be committed, an infringement. of the present rules, 

unless they prefer to hand the person over for trial to another 

State or Party concerned with the case, 

The accused persons shall be tried only by regular civil or military 

courts; they shall, in all circumstances. benefit· by safeguards of 

proper· trial and defence at least equal to those provided under 

Articles IOS and those following of the Geneva Convention relative 

to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of August I2, I949, 

ARTICLE 20 

All States or Parties concerned shall make the terms of the 

provisions of the present rules known to their armed forces and 

provide for their application in accordance with the general prin­

ciples of these rules. not only in the instances specifically envisaged 

in the rules, but also in unforeseen cases, 

1 Articles IS and I9. dealing with the procedure tor supervision and 

sanctions. are merely given as a rough g14ide and in outllne: they will 

naturally have 10 be elaborated and supPlemented at a later stage. 
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