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Commanding Generadl

Every American serviceman in
this command has a dual role—that
of professional soldier and that of
representative of the United States.
Fach of us is vitally aware of our
responsibilities as a member of the
Army-Navy-Air Force-Marine Corps-
Coast Guard team, but we must be
equally cognizant of the necessity
for and importance of our responsi-
bilities as an ambassador—responsi-
bilities shared equally by the most
senior members of our Armed Forces
down to the most junior.

The Vietnamese people judge the
United States by what they see in
the conduct of Americans in their
presence, including the image pre-
sented to the local nationals by
each The
enemy would like to convince the
Vietnamese people that we Ameri-

individual serviceman.

cans are arrogant, vulgar and cruel.
By any inconsiderate or thoughtless
action which supports this allega-
tion, we aid the cause of the enemy

The

and degrade our own effort.

most effective counter to the enc-
my’s propaganda is that sort of atti-
tude and conduct that will win the
praise and respect of the Viet-
namese,

While rude, loud, discourteous,
crude and unruly behavior detract
appreciably from the image and rep-
utation of the United States in the
of the

appearance and mauner of dignity,

eyes local nationals, the

compassion, consideration and in-
tegrity reflect favorably on our coun-
try, our forces and our program in
support of the Republic of Vietnam.
We must make a concerted effort to
inform ourselves on the culture and
traditions of the people of South
Vietnam, to understand their way
of life and to respect their customs.
Moreover, in our day to day dealings
and encounters with the local popu-
lace we must lose no opporturity to
create a favorable image o1 Ameri-
cans through courtesy on the road, a
friendly greeting—indeed, any polite
or considerate act.

Lt Gen W.B. Rosson

Let us remember that the victory
we seek involves more than the mili-
tary defeats we and our Vietnamese
and Free World comrades are in-
flicting on the enemy. Of equal, if
not greater, importance is the needto
win the loyalty, support and confi-
dence of the population. Proper
attitude and conduct on the part of
each one of us are essential to
success in this effort. Let us not

be found wanting on either count.

Chaplain’s Message

PERSEVERANCE

Chaplain (Cpt) Sholom I. Glicksman

Many of us are away from home for

the first time. It’s true we were at

basic training camps and stateside

assignments. But, there was always the
telephone link to home. What is more

important, wherever we were It was

always American and a familiar pattern
of life.

Now we are in a strange land, far
away from home and loved ones. Some
of us are in areas where life and death
are the basic issues. And, many of us
are subject to the effect of prolonged
isolation. How will we respond to this

new threat to our personality?

There are those who will return home

with a feeling of satisfaction and ac-
complishment, while there also will be
those who (with the exception of ful-
filling their national commitment) will

z find

have

that

they
wasted a
year of their life.
But

inevitability.

this is no
We
can, and should,
make the utmost

of

Vietnam.

our year in

The secret to our dilemma was explain-
ed by a philosopher who said that wher~
be, of the

situation he finds himself in, he must al-

ever a man regardless
ways remember that he is a man. This is
a much deeper concept than it seems at
first glance. Many of us really never
have learned how to satisfy ourselves,

the essence of our manhood. Now, for

our very self-integrity, we must discover
how to satisfy our innerselves.

The
not the answer.

this

simple pursuit of pleasure is
As most of us realize
only delays the basic problem.
The next morning we still have to face
ourselves. The answer is found in our
We

have the opportunity to acquire an ed-

ability to stimulate the mind.
ucation, to read many of the books and
have had

time for, and we have an opportunity

publications that we never
through the religious program to consider
life and its meaning (maybe for the first
time). These are rare opportunities.

USAFI,

and there are chapels.

There is there are libraries
Sure, it’s all a
bother and requires effort. But, it makes
all

whether this will be a

the difference in the world as to
lost year ora
personally enriching one. | hope that

it will be the latter for all of us.










Battery A, 3d Battalion, 18th Artillery

Battalion, 12th Infantry, struggled
for three days to reach the summit.
It was an exhaustive battle for the
foot soldiers. Two hours of constant
pounding by the artillery battery
finally enabled them to take the hill-
top with only slight resistance from
a few straggling snipers.

On the evening of November 21,
First Lieutenant Paul E. Radice,
Gary, Ind., battery executive officer,
observed flashes on the hillside op-
posite the base camp. Fearing a pos=

sible mortar attack, he immediately

A 200-pound shell is lifted by the arm of a hydraulic loader-rammer
Guiding the shell upwards

A, 3rd Battalion, 18th Artillery.
PFC Gilbert Bguia, Chicago, Il

soldiers.

ﬁ » L ;\*f*

During the battle for Dak To, the battery

contacted the perimeter defense
group as the camp started receiving
the incoming mortar rounds. Lieuten-
ant Radice then directed the crew of
one 175-millimeter howitzer to level
the gun in the direction of the target.
The crew fired five quick rounds and
wiped out the mortar position.
The road to Dak To is dusty,
winding and treacherous. For the
battery’s guns, the journey started
one year ago when they began sup-

porting units and operations through-

out II Corps Tactical Zone. It was a

are

journey which earned the unit the
Presidential Unit Citation.

Much of the battery’s Vietnam
tour has been away from its parent
battalion, located in Chu Lai. Oc-
casionally the four guns have been
separated into two sections, and the
crews saw each other only as they
passed on a road traveling in oppo-
site  directions. Frequent road
marches have made the giant 175mm
howitzers “‘probably the most photo-
ac-

graphed weapons in Vietnam,”’

cording to Lieutenant Radice.

onto an eight=inch selfepropelled howitzer of Battery
PFC Kenneth Black (right), Sacramento,

Calif., and

*s guns killed more than 150 North Vietnamese




Landing Zones (I.Z) Tom, Boom-
Boom, Pony, Fnglish and Crossroads
are exotic sounding locations for
the unglamorous job of war. The
artillerymen have dealt deadly blows
to the enemy al these and other
far-flung sites.

““‘We have moved where the aclion
is,”” slated Caplain Jesse L. Taylor,
Beach,

Huntington Calif., battery

commander, ‘‘often staying only a
few days at each LLZ,”” as they pur-
sued the VC and NVA.

On May 6, 1967, two gun crews
participated in ‘““Operation Bravo’ at
An Khe, a six-day joint Army-Air
Later in June,

Force operation.

after a three-month separation, the
two gun sections rejoined at LLZ

Oasis, southwest of Pleiku, where

175mm howitzer thunders into action.

they supported the 4th Infantry
Division for 18 days.

In late October of last year, the
“Ivymen’’ received support from
Battery A at Boun Blech. After a
day-long, bone-jarring trip, the bat-
tery pulled into a nighttime position
midst a seven-foot-high-jungle.

All was quiet for three days at
the 4th Division firebase. The fourth
night the enemy began raining mortar
rounds into the Ivymen’s position.

The

“dusters’

division’s twin-40-millimeter

> defending the perimeter
emptied their load. The NVA were
walking behind the falling rounds
and the firebase was in danger of
being overrun.

The only available support came

from Battery A. With frightening

exactness, the artillery rounds slam-

med into the earth as close as 100
meters from the firebase. One 4th
Division trooper commented later,
‘I heard a whistle overhead, looked
up and Charlie was lying all over
the place.”

A sweep of the area the following
morning found blood trails as well as
destroyed machine guns, mortar and
rocket launchers. Captain Taylor has
high praise for his men ‘‘who take
pride in their guns and pride in the
battery. They can road march 200

miles and are still anxious to

shoot.”
The
described by

“We don’t brag aboul our job, we

was best

Radice,

battery’s spirit

Lieutenant

just do it.””




Story by CPT ROBERT LOOMIS Photos by SSG C.B. CANADY

Bien Hoa was under mortar attack
landing, U.S.

Army nurse First Lieutenant Barbara

and moments after
(Bobbi) Shipp was running to a sand-
bagged bunker. The thump of the
exploding rounds stood out as a
warning that her stay in Vietnam
might be both dangerous and busy,
and that a little more training and
experience would be gained during

the next 12 months.
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Nothing in Lieutenant Shipp’s
background had prepared her for the
ride from the airfield bunker to the
replacement battalion--lying down on
a bus. Fwven a girl who likes sky-
diving and swimming and carries a
Playboy Key Club membership card
normally favors a more comfortable
way of traveling.

The lieutenant is assigned to the

8th Field Hospital in Nha Trang

where a staff of doctors and nurses
bring their professional skill to the
aid of Americans, their allies, and-

the enemy.

Recently, at 11 p.m., the flapping
of a helicopter announced the arrival
of a *“dust off’” flight at the hospital.
A group of Vietnamese soldiers had
been injured by shrapnel. As each
casualty received rapid and expert
care by the doctors, the concern and
compassion etchedon the face of the
from ill.,

nurse Lincoln,

young
brought the men much needed com-

fort.

Though spending long hours work-
ing at the hospital, the lieutenant
has given much of her free time to
the Medical Civie Action Program
(MEDCAP).

ty has taken her to Montagnard vil-

This benevolent activi-

lages scattered throughout the Cen-
tral Highlands of Vietnam where she
has helped bring modern medicine to

hundreds of primitive people.

Superstition and ignorance, among

the greatest for the

MEDCAP

Shipp intensely aware that she is

challenges

teams, made Licutenant

not only dealing with infection and
disease but, equally important, with
people of different culture, habits
and beliefs. She notes that ‘‘after
tackling relatively minor problems, I
realized | could give only a minimum
amount of medicine, The \lon-
tagnards trade among themselves for
different  colored capsules and
tablets. Instead of three red tablets,
they want one red, onc yellow and

These

one blue. mountain tribes

strongly adhere to their traditional

beliefs.”







in a program called

performs.

Support=<CORDS.

THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY

The best way to examine CORDS is

to look at its many component divisions

and branches and study how this organi-
zation, whose work touches almost every
facet of Vietnamese life in the 11 Corps
area, functions. Many of us have heard
about American sponsored projects such
as medical missions, refugee reloca-
tions, comstruction of mnew provincial
schools or an organized sports program
in an isolated village. It may be salely
stated that the guiding force behind most

such projects is CORDS.

Reading the statement of purpose of
CORDS, 1 Field Force Vietnam (I
FFORCEV), one finds that the organi-
«TO ADVISE AND
ASSIST THE GOVERNMENT OF VIET-

zation’s mission is

10

Figures will show that there are 792 military personnel and 2

numerous soldiers stationed in I Corps arca installatio
found many military personnel who are unaware of the
CORDS is the amalgamation of all
Embassy) and the military which are engaged in Revolutionary

the article which follows we hope to exp

CORDS (Civil Operations and Revolutionary Development Support).

NAM IN THE FSTABLISHMENT OF A
STABLE SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND
ECONOMIC  BASE DESIGNED TO
BRING ABOUT A FREE, INDEPEN-
DENT AND DEMOCRATIC VIETNAM.”

As a CORDS staff officer explained,
«Qur name indicates what we do--sup-
port all operations designed to improve
the social and economic status of the

South Vietnamese.”

WHAT CORDS DOES

From the | FFORCEV CORDS head-
quarters in Nha Trang (see chart ou page
11), an administrative staff of 177 per-
<ons directed by Mr, Robert E. Matteson,
deputy to the commanding general, 1
FFORCEV, for CORDS, Mr. Hatcher M.
James, assistant deputy for CORDS, and

Colonel John M. Forbes, executive officer

ns are familiar with the name,

U.S. Governmenl civilian agencies (State,

99 civilians in the II Corps areca involved

Yet, though
TYPHOON has

function this joint military=civilian organization

AID, USIA,

Development (nation building) work. In

lain the workings of Civil Operations Revolutionary Development

for CORDS, assist in organizing and

coordinating the functions of 907 lield

workers in addition to the Nha Trang

staff. Usually these field teams are

composed of both civilian and military
personnel, as well third group

known as TCNs or Third Country Na-

as a

Omne finds Philippinos, Swiss,
English,

Australians

tionals.
Chincse,
the

doing such varied tasks

New Zealanders,

Koreans, or among
third group,

communications, translating

field

as nursing,
or laking part in and village

medical teams.

Five-hundred-and-twenty Victnamese
also participate in the program and it is
not uncommon to find a CORDS field
team composed of Vietnamese, TCNs,
American military personnel and civil-

jans working together on a joint project.



The
CCORDS’

maintain the organization is handled by

administration of

day-to-day
vast network of support to
the Management Support Division (MSD),
a combination of G1, G4, some G2 and
G3,

Signal,

plus Finance, Inspector General,
Post
Management Support, as stated by the

kngincer and others,
chief of 1his division, provides cvery-
thing for CORDS” U.S. personnel support
in Il Corps, from quarters, transportation
(vehicle and aircraft), building mainte-
nance and renovation, personncl, {iscal/
finauce, contracting, property manage-
menl, procurement and communications,
to tort claims and communication con-
trol and records.

The l.ogistics branch of MSD han-
dles the
distribution of goods and shipment of
all Vietnam (GVN)--
CORDS commodities in support of the

task of storage,accounting,

Government of

Revolulionary ]')evelopmcnl programs.
When the recent rice shortage occurred
in remote Gia Nghia, Quang Duc Pro-
vince, CORDS, through the

branch, handled the emergency and dis-

Logistics

patched rice to the stricken area. In
addition, the Logistics branch advises
the Government of Vietnam on manage-
Nha

Trang and Qui Nhon where a consider-

ment  of warchouse facilities at

able input of goods and

is handled.

cquipment

NEW LIFE DEVELOPMENT
Perhaps the largest of CORDS ninc
divisions is the New Life Development
Division (NLD). As Mr. Frank W.
Campbell of Denver, Colo., chief of the
division, phrases it, ““We realize much
of our planning is long range. We aren’t
racing to mecet a deadline but our prog-
ress is deflinite.” “*New Life” is just
such a program, and its diverse branches
include agriculture, cducation, cngi-
administration,

help the

minorities alfairs.

neering, public vouth

affairs, seclf and cthnic

in the CORDS

A staff of

A major category

overall effort is agriculture,

college graduates in the agricultural

sciences, most of whom possess a

background in rural development in

emerging nations, instruct and advise

the Victnamese farmer in such arcas as

crop production and yield, animal hus-
bandry, fertilizer use and land reform.
A program allied to agricultural develop-
ment is the new ““4T”’ program which re-
sembles the ‘“4H’’ program in the U.S.
This program is designed to create in-
terest among rural Vietnamese youth in
such agricultural projects as pig raising
and animal care.

The Education branch of NLD has,
among other responsihilities, the mis-
sion of Instructing teachers how to
teach, advising and assisting the GVN
in planning for new schools and ad-

the

In addition, this branch assists in the

vising on curriculum of schools.
distribution of textbooks to Vicinamese
and Montagnard school children, many
of whom have never before possessed
As of

their own classroom materials.

this writing more than one million text-

books have been given to Vietnamese
schools through the auspices of CORDS.

The Public Administration branch of
NLD takes as its objective the develop-
ment of Vietnamese governmental and
political  institutions and programs
which help to create a sense of nation-
hood in the rural and urban areas. This

the GVN

in the establishment or improvement of

branch assists and advises
local and rural government, fiscal ad-
ministration, legal administration and
similar processes which are required to
provide good government to the pcople
of Vietnam.

The

advisory assistance to the GVN in II

Engineering branch provides

Corps in such matters as road and high-
way building and repair, construction of
government buildings, port development,

clectrification and engineering planning.

Organization of CORDS

Deputy
CORDS

Assistant
Deputy CORDS

Executive
Officer

Management

Support

Plans, Reports

& Evaluations

New Life

Development

Public
Health

Public
Safety

PSYOPS e i

Revolutionary
Development

Cadre

Chieu
Hoi

Refugees

Civil Affairs

Province

Senior Advisor
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THE STORY

The Youth Affairs branch’s primary

objective is lo cncourage and support
the

toward nation-building goals.

growth of youth groups oriented
[ts intent
is to broaden the Vietnamese leadership
base through the development of today’s
youth to be the Vietnamese leaders of
LOMOTTOW .

The Montagnard in [1 Corps present
a different challenge to CORDS. With
headquarters in Nha Trang, the CORDS
fithnic Aflfairs

Minorities branch is

moving toward bringing the Montagnard
ap to the cconomic and social level of
the Vietnamese population by providing
hoarding schools and such public work
projects as water supply, dams and
aimed

irrigation specifically  at

Montagnard problems in these areas.
Though the majority of this branch’s
effort is dirccted toward improving the
lot of the Montagnards, they also assisl,
as the branch’s name implies, other
minority groups in Il Corps.

When a Vietnamese has an idea for a
project in his own village, a small
market for example, and needs funds to
see his concept through, he turns to

the Self Help branch of NLD.
be arranged through CORDS Self

FFunds
can
Help if the provincial council and the

province chief both consider the project

4 Vietnamese relocation village near Cam Ranh Bay
in the arca of refugee supervision.

efforts

refugees with CORDS advice and aid.

OF CORDS

to be in the best interest of the area

and worth=while to the populace.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Public Health is a serious problem
facing \"’imnumeseland American offi-
in their efforts to build a better
CORDS Public Health Divi-
the the

local level with health programs, and

cials
Vielnam,
sion  assists Vietnamese at
provides doctor and nurse teams to play
an advisory and operational role in
Six Free World
in Public llealth

projcttls under CORDS supervision in

provincial hospitals.
medical teams figure
this Corps area. Concentrated efforl is

applied to areas of malaria control,
preventive medicine and medical supply
by highly speeialized sanitation and
medical teams.

The Police
Force and the National Police Ficld

Vietnamese National
Force, often the only source of protec-
tion and security in outlying villages,
have been improving their effectivencss
steadily under a guiding and instruc=
tional hand from CORDS Public Safety
Division (PSD) advisors in the arcas of
police techniques  and procedures.
American ex-police officers, and ex-
military police who are now PSD mem-

bers instruct and advise the Vielnamese

is a fine credit to CORDS

This particular village was built by
(Photo by CPT I.L. Turner Ir.)

National Police on  law enforcement
techniques.,

A major problem area being improved
under Public Safety’s advisory hand is
the reorganization of the Vietnamese
prison structure, Penal experts
PSD o aid in this highly

specialized area.

are

provided by

CIVIL AND MILITARY PSYOPS

Informing the Vielnamese people of
the various programs available to them
under CORDS and insuring they are in-
formed of CORDS progress, is the job of
Civilian Psychological
(PSYOPS) Division.

Operalions

Major functions of the division and
the each
province is to advise the

(VIS) in

methods of mass communications.

PSYOPS representatives in
Victnamese
modern

This

Information Service

includes assisting provincial VIS ele-
ments in publishing newspapers, pre=
paring photo posters of GVN/CORDS
projects, and providing'molion pictures
for schools, Vietnamese army unils and
various organizations. A rccent activily
of civilian PSYQPS representatives was
advising VIS personnel on the place-
ment of USAID procured TV sets Lo
insurc that the greatest possible number
of people, especially in Binh Dinh and
Phu the

telecasts of ““Blue Eagle,”” an airborne

Yen provinces, could view
TV station under the auspices of Mili-
tary Assistance Command Victnam and
Joint U.S. Public Affairs Office.

In addition to informing the Viet-
namese pcople, GORDS is also respon-
sible lor organizing psychological oper-
ation campaigns against Viet Cong and
North This

activity is coordinated and managed by

Vietnamese Army units.
the Military Psychological Operations/
Chicu Hoi Division. To support this
cffort, qualilied military psychological
operators arc assigned to the stalls of
each Operational Control unit and each
advisory tcam. They are backed up by
the 8th PSYOPS Battalion, the U.S.
unit that provides lcallet and broadcast
material to support not only U.S. re-
quircments, but those ol Army of the
(ARVN)

Republic of Korea forees as well.

Republic  of  Vietnam and




i G

The impact of psychological opera-
tions on the people of Vietnam and the
enemies  of the people is having a
profound eflect on shortening the war,

Chicu Hoi, or the ““open arms pro=-
gram’’ under (CORDS advisorship, gives
the enemy a chance to turn himself over
to the side of free Vietnam without fear
of retribution. He is given [ood, lodging,
taught a trade and, in summation, the
chance to begin a new life.

Not only has the open arms program
met with success but statistics show
that it is much less costly Lo win over
the individual cnemy soldier through
Chicu Hoi than to ecliminale him

mililarily.

REFUGEE AND
CIVIL AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE
A disturbing but natural result of the
war in Vielnam is the complex problem
CORDS has done much to
help the GVN spl\'(? the question of

of refugees.
refugee resetilement, The construction
and administration of 116 Lemporary and
97 permanenl reseltlement camps have
been completed.  With U.S. assistance,
over 400,000 rclugees in the [1 Corps
Tactical Zone (CTZ) have been either
resettled or returned to their original
arcas since 1964. This relocation in

the native village is especially im-
portant to the Viclnamese people who
tend to remain near the graves of their
ancestlors,

the CORDS

Refugee and Civil Affairs Division is

Working closcly with
the 41st Civil Affairs Company com-
manded by Licutenant Colonel P. A,
Paulson. This company has a number of
Civil Affajres

tcams composed of in-

terpreters, medies  and  intelligence
personnel, performing a full range of
civie functions in the ficld. Within [
CT7, teams are presently assigned to
Division (Airmobile)

the st Cavalry

and the 4th Infantry Division. Teams
are also aclive in other arcas throughout

the 11 CT7Z.

HEART OF THE SYSTEM

The vast amount of planning, analy-
sis ol past programs and organization

for the future presents a considerable

(Abore) The CORDS-advised Chiew Hot (Open Arms) Center for Khanh Hoa Prov-

ince, located in Nha Trang and built by Chicu Hoi personncl, accommodates 80 re<

turnces and their familics during the 60-day Open

(Photo by SSG C.B. Canady)

Arms Orientation program.

(Below) Members of the CORDS Public lealth Division inspect this newly-built
well that scrvices the only maternity dispensary in Dien Khanh Province.

workload for CORDS 7p0rsonn(‘1. To
handle this greal amount of reporting,
CORDS

Reporls, and

coordination and evalualion,

relies on the Plans,

Evaluation (PRED) Division.

in much the same fashion as a military

Acting

G3 division, this section is really the
““heart of the CORDS system.”

Among its varied responsibililies,
the division advises the ARVN Il Corps
staff on pacification programs and con-
ducts all CORDS briclings. PRED also
assumes responsibility for investigation
the CORDS

projects  to

of problem arcas within

structLure and proposes

alleviate them.

SUGGEST, RECOMMEND AND ADVISE

1t should be pointed oul that CORDS
exists as an organizalion primarily Lo
suggest and advise the government of
Vietnam in arcas of revolutionary
developmenl,

It is CORDS senior province advisor
and the province chief who must agree
on a project, whatever its nature, in all
its slages from inception to completion,
The basic reason for CORDS’ existence
is to insure revolutionary development
work being done in Vietnam is to the
best mutual interest of both countries.
It is cvident after even a brief study of
this organization, that their work is
indced in the best interests of the

Republic of Vietnam and the United

States of America.,

13



8th Battalion, 26th Artillery

Keeping TAB On “Charlie”

Story by SSG D. E. MALLICOAT and SP4 W. RANDALL

Variety marks the lives of the men
of Headquarters and Headquarters
TargetAcquisitionBattery (TAB), 8th
Battalion, 26th Artillery. Everything
from rebuilding generators to gather-
ing of specific information neces-
sary for effective artillery support
throughout II Corps Tactical Zone
make up a normal day’s activities.

Located near Qui Nhon, the bat-
tery provides the complete data for a
variety of artillery, counter-mortar
and survey missions. In addition to
I Field Force Vietnam (I FFORCEV)
artillery units, the battery
has been supporting artil-
lery units of the 1st
Cavalry  Division (Air-
mobile), 4th Infantry Divi-
sion, and the Republic of
Korea since its arrival in-
country January 19, 1967.

Scattered from the Demjl-
itarized Zone in the north
to the rambling port of Cam
Ranh Bay in the south, the
battery’s several sections
are highly mobile and ready
to move on a moments
notice. The unit is divided
into five sections--head-
quarters,radar, meteorology,
survey and communica-
tions--in order to best ac-
complish its task.

In the headquarters sec-
tion, the normal ad-
ministration takes place.
Here, First Sergeant John M. Guides
of Larksville, Pa., keeps close tabs
on the entire operation as Captain
Lewis Gordon of Salena, Kan., bat-
tery commander, travels throughout
his unit’s area of responsibility,
constantly checking on its efficiency
and effectiveness.

The personnel section of the 8th
of the 26th not only handles its own
unit’s problems but takes on the
added responsibility of Battery B,
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20th Artillery (Searchlight).

The mess, one of the finest of its
kind throughout I FFORCEV, also
feeds the men of the searchlight bat-
tery.

The maintenance section has an
enviable record. The 8th of the 26th
has not turned in one vehicle due to
maintenance problems since its ar-
rival. In addition, it has taken six
of the searchlight battery’s vehicles
that were due to be turned in for
salvage, put them into working con-

Private First Class Melvin Metoyer, Phoenix, Ariz., a
member of the communications scction, monitors the switche
board that connects the battery perimeter and internal
commo nets.

dition, and are still driving them
today.

To insure accuracy of fire, the
meteorology section collects data for
field artillery units scattered
throughout the northern and central
regions of the Republic of Vietnam.
Information on air density, tempera-
ture, wind direction and speed are
collected.  To accomplish this, the
“Rawinsonde System” is used, com-
prised of a helium-filled balloon and

!

a “‘radio sonde” device., The device
measures and transmits back to the
metro stations on the ground all
atmospheric conditions through which
it passes. Comprisedof two separate
sections, the meteorology teams are
highly mobile and have moved 15
times in the past year, to provide
efficient and effective support.
The battery’s survey teams meas-
and plot battery positions and
control points for artillery command-
ers, enabling them to pinpoint and
mass their fire on any given point.

ure

Comprised of three sec-
tions and a headquarters
platoon, the teams have
recorded more than three
and one-half million meters
of survey information since
their arrival in Vietnam.

A point of pride for the
8th of the 26th is its civic
action program. In the
small village of Tuy Phuoc
located in Binh Dinh Prov-
ince, the men support an
orphanage, usually donat-
ing approximately 12,000

piastres per month.
Cement, lumber, food,
clothes and medicine

are also supplied. The
home, operated by Catholic
nuns, has 60 children
ranging in age from two to
16 years.

Three guitars (one of the
nuns teachesmusic), stateside sceds
and other gifts have made civic ac-
tion a two-way street. In return, the
orphanage has provided good, rich
topsoil which has been used to grow
grass, banana trecs and pincapples
Lhroughoul the hcadquurtcrs arca.

The battery makes a candy run
through the outlying villages bi-
monthly, giving candy to the children.

“All in all,” Sergeant Guides
summed up, “It’s been a good year.”’









There are moments in the Central
Highlands when dust clouds literally
blot out the sun. It is fair to esti-
mate that much of this flying powder
is created by the 937th Engineer
Group (Combat) as they bulldoze,
dig, asphalt, bridge and build the
Central Highlands of Vietnam into a

more combat capable area.

Today, “The Group of the High-

’

lands,’” as the 937th is known, is re-

sponsible for all major building pro-

jects over40 percent of the II Corps

area. Its 4,500 men and officers,
comprising three combat battalions
and one construction battalion, cover
nearly one-seventh of Vietnam.

But the 937th has not always
concentrated its efforts in Vietnam.
Established July 15, 1949, as the
937th Engineer Camouflage Battalion
(Aviation), the Group took as its
mission the camouflaging of airfields
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Story by PFC B. FRIEDMAN

and ground emplacements in Europe
and concentrated as well on the in-
struction of camouflage techniques
to air force units.

In March of 1944, the 937th Group
moved to England and subsequently
to Normandy in July of the same
During the first month of its
in Normandy, the 937th
camouflaged 24 different airfields.
After World War II the 937th re-

mained in Europe and was responsi-

year.

presence

ble for the construction and mainte-
nance of various airfields in Ger-
many, France, Belgium and the
Netherlands.

November of 1966 saw the arrival
of the 937th at Qui Nhon, Republic
of Vietnam. One month later it came
to its present site on Engineer Hill,
just north of the city of Pleiku in
Pleiku Province. As most of the

937th was setting up shop in Pleiku,

one battalion stayed behind at An
Khe to build what is presently Camp
Radcliff, home of the 1st Cavalry
Division (Airmobile).

Commanded by Colonel Robert C.
Marshall of Mt. Holly, N.J., the
937th has added many feathers to an
already decorated cap since its ar-
rival in Vietnam. Colonel Marshall
admits that ‘““We’re in the austere
construction business. No pools,
and not too many sidewalks. We’re
combat engineers and we build to

Above

all our first rule is quality combat

‘get a guy out of the mud.’

construction.”

The proof is in the building, The
937th has completed construction
of the $6 million 71st Evacuation
Hospital at Pleiku and finished the
4,356 -foot airstrip at An Khe, the
in Vietnam to be built by

They

first

military personnel. have
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“The Group Of The Highlands”

Photographic assistance furnished by 937th Engineer Group (Combat)

hacked other airstrips out of the
jungle and up-graded those at Duc
Co, Due Cap, Blat Blech, Polei
Djereng and presently at Ben Hot.
All these airstrips are capable of
taking C-130s with the exception of
Ben Hot. All attest to the 937th’s
contribution to the air-mobility of
allied men and supplies throughout
the Highlands.

But runways, hospitals, bridges
and roads are only part of the
937th’s wide range of construction
activities. An asphalt plant near
Pleiku City, under 937th manage-
ment, mixes more than 10,000 tons
of road top‘ping per month and a
concrete  “‘batch” plant turns out
scveral tons of concrete mix daily.

Most of the asphalt is used to
pave 65 miles of LOC Highway 19
from An Khe to Pleiku, one of the
major surface arteries in the High-
lands.  Beside Highway 19, the
937th is installing a fuel pipeline
which  Colonel Marshall explains
will remove many of the 10-ton
tankers from the roads.

Since June 1967, the 937th has
devoted 80 percent of its time and
effort to direct support of operations
in the Dak To area. 'The major
task facing the engineers is keeping
the roads and bridges open. There
are 27 bridges for the 937th to worry
about between Pleiku and Dak To.
Eight of them have been blown and
rebuilt in recent months. Numerous
others have been damaged and
patched by the bridge building
specialists of the 937th.

But problems facing the 937th

ace not limited to the enemy or a miles of construction with primitive

thick stand of jungle to be cleared. log roads, much like the ‘‘corduroy”
“In this modern and exotic age,”” roads of colonial America, have
states Colonel Marshall, ““we still proven an effective means of fighting
have to fight an age old enemy, ‘ol’ the mud and water. But this is not
General Mud.” the type of work done by heavy ma-

Keeping the roads from Pleiku to chinery. It is the hand labor of the
Dak To and surrounding areas open engineers of the 937th who in the
during the monsoon season has end must complete the construction

proven to be one of the major ac- of these log roads in the face of

complishments of the 937th. Many heavy rains. And, in mud so deep

A bulldozer operator of the 937th Engineer Group protects himself from the down
draft of a landing helicopter. The bulldozer is used to cleur a portion of the jungle
for an artillery unit near Dak To in the Central Highlands.  (Photo by SP5 A.P.
Honegger)
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The 937th Builds "'To Get A Guy Out Of The Mud”

that water buffalo were drowning
in the muck.
The 937th  has

bridges, dynamited obstacles out of

constructed

their path and, with tracked vehicles

have laid

enough corduroy to keep the roads

pulling  their trucks,
passable and in excellent condition
considering the hostile weather.

Not only hampered by rain, the
engineers of the 937th must also
contend with mines, which Colonel
Marshall are becoming

harder When

we build a road, the enemy can see

explains, “¢

and harder to detect.

exactly where we are going. All
they have to do is plant the mines
in advance. West of Dak To we must
sweep every day, but it is becoming
a real tough problem because the
encmy is wrapping his explosives
in bamboo and using plastic deto-
nators. Sometimes you just can’t

detect them at all.””
During the Dak To incidents of

In the 937th Engineer Group Quality Control Laboratory at
group headquarters near Pleiku, a lab technician drops a
piece of asphalt in an extractor machine used to determine
components in the

amounts of wvarious

(Photo by SP5 A.P. Honegger)
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(Above) Men of the 937:h Engineer Group, using floats and
draped over the “‘running board”’ of a paving machine, put a
smooth finish on a concrete slab near An Khe. (US Army Photo)

last November the 937th Engineers
were forced to repair the airstrip at
night while at the same time con-
struct new artillery emplacements
The land

clearing team, with the help of an

and tank installations.

air-mobile bulldozer (broken down
into two pieces and airlifted to the
tops of hills around Dak To and
reassembled there) began the task
of clearing out the hill-top jungles
around Dak To.

While on operations the 937th is
Colonel

“the enemy

always combat prepared.
Marshall
seems often to concentrate on us
We build the

roads and bridges they often use

jokes that

‘friendly engineers.’

at night and still they blow those
same bridges, mine the roads and
But the
in the

pick on our equipment.”
humor of this soon fades
jungle. Since the 937th works much
of the

time with outlying units,

traveling only by jeep or truck, they

paving mixture.

are often subjected to hostile action.
For this reason work parties are

forced to themselves and

secure

their perimeters, often unable to
obtain protection from other units.
Colonel Marshall talks of how, just
before the battle of Dak To, a main
Viet Cong unit heavily ambushed a
937th  truck convoy, evidently
mistaking it for a supply run. But
937th riflemen provided immediate
response and the attack was beaten
back and the enemy overrun.

At the 937th quality comes first.
Involved in an excellent quality
control program, the 937th boasts a
complete lab adjacent to the head-

Pleiku for

testing soils and rock.as well as

quarters  building at
the mixtures of asphalt and cement
from their own plants. ““We’re in
the tough construction business,”
admits Colonel Marshall, ““but we’re

in the big construction business

and quality must come first.”
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Three men trudge onto a small
section of the large airstrip located
in the city of Nha Trang. It is 4:30
a.m. and their day is about to begin.
Twenty missions are to be flown dur-
ing the day, the first at 6:45 a.m.
It is the task of these men to insure
that the aircraft are ready.

‘As the early morning light begins
to streak the sky, more men begin to
arrive--pilots, crew chiefs, mechan-
ics, operations personnel, POL, men--
all with a specific job to do.

A mechanic rushes over to the
pilot of a UH-21A, ““There’s a slight

crack in this nose spinner. It’s

aluminum and will peel like a grape
in the air. Lucky we caught it. I’ll
try to get a replacement, otherwise
you're going to have to switch air-
It is now 6:30 a.m., 15

minutes until take-off.

craft.”’

Crew chiefs, meanwhile, conduct
pre-flight checks; check gas levels
and drain the water that has accumu-
lated in the tanks overnight; and
insure that the inside--and outside--
of the aircraft is elean, ash trays
emptied, floor mats and seats clean-
ed and dusted, and windows washed.

The quiet soon gives way to the

hustle and bustle of a large city

Specialist 4 John J. Bello, Pittsburgh, Pa., (on ladder) gets a helping hand from
Specialist 4 Joe L. Andrade, San Francisco, while refueling a transit aircraft.

airport.

Phones begin to ring at an

almost constant rate and passengers
arrive, each with his own peculiar
The
201st Aviation Company (CORPS), I
Field Force Vietnam’s (I FFORCEV)

private

problem that must be solved.

own airline, has started
another day.

Small in size, it has only 11 air-
craft--UH-21As and UH-1H*‘Hueys’’-
the 201st has a large job. Not only
does it provide I FFORCEV with
normal aviation support, but it also
runs ‘‘Baron Operations’’ (code name
for ““Army Hot Spot’’ control center)
and services all transit Army air-
with the of the
““Chinook.”

The 201st was formed July 1,
1967, at F't. Bragg, N.C., under the
command of Major T. L. Williamson,

I11.
Cam Ranh Bay October 26 and by

craft exception

Lebanon, The unit arrived in

November 10 was completely opera-
tional, absorbing the old IFFORCEV
Aviation Detachment and replacing
the Airfield Army Operations Detach-

ment.




The CH-MD “Huey” helicopters of |

Field Foree Vietnam®s 201st Aviation
Company  fly  thioughout  Vietnam.
Whercoer they fly, the unit stresses

safety and service.

Fach month the 201st handles an
average of 2,250 scheduled passen-
500 un-

Missions range around

gers and additional
scheduled.
600 monthly.

Mechanics

dan

pull their own first
and second echelon maintenance,
with further support being rendered
by

talion,

the 608th Transportation Bat-
Nha

Pilots and crew

also located at the
Trang airstrip.
chiefs also carefully check their air-
craft, knowing that an overlooked
item can mean a last flight,

The flights themselves may be
rautine or special one-time-only mis-

all

advance.

sions, scheduled 24 hours in

Passengers range from a

three-star  general to a  civilian
entertainer but by 8:30 a.m. the
aircraft of the 201st are scattered

throughout the Republic of Vietnam.

Keeping tabs on these missions

| FFORCEV AIRLINE

SERVES VIETNAM

is the job of the 201st operations
They flight-follow all of

their own flight plans,

section,
They also
work in conjunction with the coastal

Nha

- - .
[rang, providing assistance when-

operations ccnler, located in

ever possible and guiding Army air-
craft to a tie-down point at the “Ilot
Spot.”

Service is a big word with the
201 st. Beyond
FFORCEV, the 201st assures that

every incoming Army aircraft is fuel-

its support of I

ed and lubricated as well as re-
ceiving the necessary mainlenance,

The only exception is the ““Chinook’?

which is serviced by the Air Force,

Pilots find a newly refurbished
air-conditioned lounge und rest area
complete with lockers, Trans porta-
tion is available to any place on the
airfield and, if nceessary, billeting
and messing are provided.

An average day finds the 201st’s
POL section dispensing approxi-
mately 8,000 gallons of fuel and
servicing an average of 100 aircraft.
This figure is more impressive when
one realizes that each of the unit’s

three tankers must he refilled three

times daily in order to maintain its

workload.

A small two-engine UH-214 sputters 1o life under the watchful eye of a st dvi-
Monthly the I Field Force Vietnam airline carries

ation Company crew chief.
2,750 passengers.




The early moring sun silhoucties a
207st crew chief as he cleans the win=
dows on his UH-214 aireraft.

Although VIP and staff visits
make ﬁp a great percentage of the
support provided 1 FFORCEY, the
flights are not as glamorous as they
sonnd, Recently, during Operation
VacArthur inthe Dak To area, one
atrcraft belonging 1o the 201st took
off only moments before an initial

mortar reund cxploded. Support also

Operations Clerk Specialist -+ Harley D,
Greenwood, Tulare, Calif., keeps «
close  wateh on  the latest weather
information.

Nothing is overlooked, not even the
Jloor mats.  Specialist 4 Robert iigil,
Denver, Colo., crew chief, readies his
aircraft for a full doy’s service,

reaches into the remote special
forces camps regardless of combat
conditions.

Eight of the unit’s 25 aviators,
as well as scveral of its noncom-
missioned officers, are on their sec-
ond tour in Vietnam. The returnees
have found that the basic complexi-

ties of combat flying in RVN—haz-

At the beoking window, Specialist 4
fack B. Fillmore f(left), Vermilion,
Ohio, operations clerk, provides time of
departure and flight number jor Special-
ist & Charles B. Kirby, El Pusa, Tex.

B
g

Specialist 4 James R. Wellner, Dearborn,
Mich., takes a close look at the engine
block, His primary job is te check for
engine cracks end weld the damaged
parts together,

ards of the monsoon, the dry season,
terrain and ““Charlfe’s’’ tactics —re-
main the same. With this experience
to guide them, the new pilots rapidly
become professional veterans.

At I IField Force Vietnam, the

201st stands ready to serve, compe-

tent and capable, whenever and
wherever the need arises.
Listing the dav’s missions ond the

erews ts the job of Specialist 5 Richard

I Wentworth, Silver City, N.C. Al
flights are scheduled 24 hours in
advance.
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The Flag Of
The Republic Of Vietnam

The yellow background is the symbolic color
of the former imperial dynasty and the Buddhist
faith; the red stripes represent the union of the
country’s traditional regions: North, Central and

South Vietnam.

Fold back aleng broken line






