














Story by SP/4 RICH DOMBROWICKI

“The men have seen much war...but here they learn why the VC ope-
rate the way they do. We teach them the importance of knowing what to
expect from the enemy and how to counteract his tactics.”

Recently, at 2 hamlet three miles northwest of Cu Chi, an opera-
tion was conducted by the Regional Forces of that area which rid
it of a Viet Cong terrarist force. The success of the operation by the
Vietnamese government unit was in part attributed co a new training
program now being conducted at the Tropic Lightning Academy
(TLA)in Cu Chi.

“The program is designed to make instructors of selected members
of the Regional Forces (RF) and Popular Forces (PF) of the hamlets
and villages near Cu Chi, Duc Hoa and Trang Bang,” said Captain
Paul A. Manos, TLA operations officer. “These petsonnel then
return to their respective units and pass on the information.”

The program represents another step towards the eventual goal of

the complete Vietnamization of the war which is the key to the future
defense of South Vietnam.

The RF/PF school consists of four days of classes taught by six
Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) non-commissioned
officers. Class size varies from 35 to 40 men and a new cycle begins
each week.

The program originated from discussions between 25th Infantry
Division commander, Major General Edward Bautz and the Hau
Nghia Province chief, The province and district chiefs select their
best men and send them to the school.

Captain Donald Parnell, TLA deputy commandant, pointed out
that, “This is mostly a Vietnamese venture. We (TLA) prepared

it and host it, but only supervise. The AR VN are responsible for
the most important part—seeing that the instruction is correctly
given and properly received.”

“Our instructors are all top-quality professionals,” Manos ex-
plained. “They are dedicated men and are quite enthusiastic about
the program. They realize it’s an important step for the future.”

Chief instructor is ARVN Staff Sergeant Nguyen Quang Loc.
He speaks English very well and is, therefore, a very valuable asset
to the Academy. “He’s good, a sincere and conscientious person,”
Manos said. “He knows his stuff and handles everything very well,
We're lucky to have him.”

Instruction 15 given in various subjects. Topics include otienta
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