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RULES A..'1D REGULATIONS 

:SOTEl: See Commission Order (FCC 61~952 adopted 
July 26, 1001, effective Sept. 1, 1961, in Docket 13953), 
26 F.R. 6349, Aug. 1, 1961, pro,idlng' for frf'quency pairing 
in the 952-960 Mc/s band and making certain other channels 
in the 952-!1eO Yc/s band available for omnldire('tional 
operations. 

[Notes 2 and J deleted as obsol.cfc; Ir(6.;;)-B] 

§ 83.1 Basis and purpose. 

(a) The basis for the rules following in this part 
is the Communieatlons Act of 1934, as amended, and 
applicable treaties and agreements to which the United 
States is a party. 

(b) The purpose of the rules and regulations in 
this part is to prescribe the manner in which portions 
of the radio spectrum may be made a'-ailable for 
radiocommunication and radiodetermination for 
maritime oPf'rations and for public correspondenee 
which require radio transmitting facilities on board 
ship and, for C'€'rtain maritime C'ommllllieations, in­
eluding public correspondence, on board aircraft; and 
to prescribe, in so far as is necessary to carry out 
the provisions of statute and applicable treaties and 
agreements relative to radio operators and radio in­
stallations on board ships for safety purposes, the 
details as to location, manner of installation, use, 
and availability of the required equipment, apparatus, 
spare parts, and such supplementary equipment as may 
be necesary for the proper functioning of the required 
shipboard radio installations for the proper conduct 
of radiocommunication in time of emergency or 
distress. 

SUBPART A-DEFINITION OF TERMS 

§ 83.2 General. 
(a) Safety Cont:ention. The International COll\'en­

tion for the Safety of Life at Sea, London, 1960, in­
duding the Regulations annexed thereto. 

(b) Internationa-l Radio Regulations. The Radio 
Regulations in force annexed to the International Tele­
communication Convention, Geneva, 1959, as between 
the Government of the T:nited States and other Con­
tracting Governments; and such preceding interna­
tional radio regulations as remain in force between 
the Government of the United States and other Con­
tracting Goyernments. 

(c) Region 1, Region 2, and Region 3. Those geo­
graphic areas defined as "Region I", "Region 2", and 
"Region 3" in Arti<:le ;:) of the International Radio Reg­
ulations, Gene,'a, 1959. 

(d) Great Lakes Agreement. The Agreement for 
the Promotion of Safety on the Great Lakes by .:\Ieans 
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§ 83.2 

of Radio and the regulations referred to therein, madE' 
by and between the GO'lernments of the I-nited States 
and Canada. ,yhich came into force on ~oyember 13. 
1954. 

(e) Teiecommunicati-on. Any transmission, emis­
~ion, or reception of signs, signals. writing, images, and 
sounds or intelligence of any nature by wirE', radio, 
optical, or other electromagnetic systems_ 

(f) RadiocommunicaiiotJ. Telecommunication by 
means of radio \yaves. 

(g) Ptlblic corrcspondence. Ans telecommunication 
which the offices and stations must. by reason of their 
being at the disposal of the public. accept for transmis­
sion. 

(h) Station_ One or more transmitters or recei'lers 
or a combination of transmitters and receivers, includ­
ing the accessory equipment, necessary at one loca­
tion for carrying on a radiocommunication sE'rrice. 
Each station shall be classified by the ~eITice in which 
it operates permanently or temporarily. 

(i) Ship 8tation license. A license authorizing the 
operation of a ship station. a surviyal craft station 
associated with a ship, or a ship radionaYigation sta­
tion. 

(j) Person. Includes an individuaL partnership, as­
sociation, joint stock company, trust, or corporation. 

(k) Hours of scn;ice. The period of time during 
each calendar day when a station is used, in conformity 
with the terms of the station authorization, for the 
rendition of its normal service. 

(1) Day. (1) 'Vhere the word "day" is applied to 
the use of a specific frequency assignment or to a spe­
cific authorized tram::mitter-po,Yer, such use of the 
,yard ';day" shall be construed to mean transmission 
on such frequency assignment or \yith such authorized 
transmitter-power during that period of time included 
between one hour after local sunrise and one hour be­
fore local sunset. 

(2) "'here the word "day" occurs in reference to 
watch requirements, or to the proyisions of § 83.449. 
such use of the word "day" shall be construed to mean 
the calendar day; from midnight. to midnight,' local 
ship's time. 

(m) Radio district. The territory within e-ach radio 
district. and the address of the Engineer in Charge of 
each radio district, is set out in § 0.121 of this chapter. 

(n) Ship or 'vcssel. "Ship" or "ves&:>l" inC'ludes 
eyery description of watercraft or other artificial con­
tri,-ance, except aircraft, used or capable of being used 
as a means of transportation on , .. ater. whether or not 
it is actually afloat. 

(0) Categories oj ships. (1) Where use of the term 
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§ 83.3 

"passenger ship" or "cargo ship" occur1l in ref(>rence to 
the pro,isions of Part II of Title III of the Communi­
cations Act, such use of the term shall he construed 
as follo~'s: A ship is a passe-nger ship if it carries or 
is licensed or certificated to carry more than twelve 
passengers. A ('argo ship is any ship not a passenger 
ship. 

(2) "TIlere use of the term "passenger ship" or 
"cargo ship" occurs in reference to the radio proyisiolL" 
of the Safety Convention or in n'ferenee tn frequency 
assignment, such use of the term shall be construed as 
follows: A ship is a passenger ship if it carries more 
than twelve passengE'rs. A cargo ship is any ship not 
a paSSE'Ilger ship. 

(3) A "commercial transport Yesst:'l"' i:-; any ship or 
n>ssel which is USN} primarily in cnmmerce (i) for 
transporting persons or goods to or from any har­
hor (s) or port (::;) or between places within a harbor 
or l)Ort area. or (ii) in conne('tion \yith the construc­
tion, dWllge in construction, serTicing, maintenance, 
repair, lOJ:ding-. unloading. movement. piloting, or sal­
ya~ing of ally other ship or \"essel. 

(4) The term "pal'-sf'nger carrying vessel", as used 
in this part solely ill reference to n'quirements of the 
Great Lakes Agreenwnt, means any H'i'i'el transporting 
persons for hire. 

(p) Safety Conrentiun Ceriificate8-(1) Xuclear 
Pa88ellflrr Ship S'afety Certificate. A certificate issued 
after inspeetion and survey to a nuclear pas::;enger ship 
which ('omplies with the rel(',nnt requirements of the 
Rafety Convention. 

(2) Pa88cnger Ship Safety Certificate. A certificate 
issued after inspedion and surn'y to a passenger ship 
\yhich complies with the relevant requirements of the 
Hafety Convention. 

(3) Nuclear Cargo Ship Safety Certificate. A cer­
tificate issued after inspection and sUrYE'Y to a nuclear 
cargo ship which complies with the releyant require­
ments of the Safety ConTention. 

(4) Cargo Ship Safety Radiotelegraphy Certificate. 
A certifieate issued after inspection to a cargo ship 
which complies with the Safety ConTention radio 
requirements applicable to cargo ships carrying a 
radiotelegraph station for the purpose of meeting such 
requirements. 

(5) Cargo Sh-ip Safety Radiotel-ephony Cert-ificute. 
A C€rtificate issued after inspection to a cargo ship 
which compliE'S \yith the Safety Conyention radio re­
quirE"ments applicable to eargo l"-hips carrying a radio­
telephone station for the purpose of meeting such 
requirements. 

(6) Exempli-on Certificate. A certificate issued to a 
"hip \yhich is granted partial, conditional, or complete 
exemption from applicable proTisions of the Safety 
Conye-ntioll. 

(I]) In8tallcd. As used in this part with respe('t 
to tlw requirements of radio apparatus authorized 
under the pro\"isions of thi,; part for use all board ship 
or in stations subject to this part, the term "installed" 
llleans installed on lJoard the particular ship or in the 
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p:1rticular station to which the pertinent rule or regu­
lation, involving the use of this term, is applied. 

(r) Great Lakes. This term, as used in this part 
solely in reference to the Great Lakes Agreement, 
means all of the Grf"at Lake:-,;, their connecting and 
tributary waters, and the St. Lawrence RiTer as far 
east as the lower exit of the Lachine Canal and the 
netoria Bridg(' at )'lontreal, but shall not include 
tributar.:-' riyers which an"' not also connecting riTers, 
allu shall not inelude the Xiagara Rinr (including 
thl-' Blaek Rock Canal). 

ts) lJcMinatioJl. In rl;'ferellCe to the Great Lakes 
Agreement this term lll(-'all~ it port which a yessel enters 
for the purpo~e of initiating or complE'til1g the specifiC 
activity \yhich characteriz('s the yesseI. For eX'ample, 
with respect to vessE'iS carrying passengers or goods, 
a port at \vhich It ,-essel, either partially or completely, 
lnads or unloads pa:-,;sengers or goons, would consti­
tute its destinatioIl. 

[383.2(a) &: (p) ar~ameJ1tlerleff.5-26-65;rV(64)-3] 

§ 83.3 Maritime mobile service. 

(a) Jlobile sercia. A senice of radiocollllliunica­
tion betWf't.'1l mohile and land stations, or between 
lllobile stations. 

(b) Jfaritimc -mobile ,~cn;i('('. A mobile seryice 
between coast stations and ship stations, or between 
ship stations, in which suninll craft stations may also 
partkipate. (Aircraft stations, when transmitting on 
frequeneies allocated to the maritime mobile service, 
may ("ommnnicate in this :'lervicf' with ship stations and 
coast stations.) 

(c) Mobile 8tatiOJl. A station in the mobile serriee 
intended to be used while in motion or during halts at 
unspecified points. 

(d) Ship 8tation. A mobile station in the maritime 
mobile servke located on bnard a YE'·ssel, other than a 
sun-h'al craft. which is not permanently moored. 

(e) PubUc 8hip 8tation. (1) A ship station open to 
public correspondence. 

(2) Public ship stations authorized to employ teleg­
raphy for public correspondence are further classified 
according to their hours of se-nice for tele-grapby as 
designated in this section: 

First Category. These stations carryon a continu­
ous service of public correspondence. 

Second Catf'gory. The~e stations carry on a desig­
natE'd seryice of public correspondence of prescribed 
but limited duration at lE'ast. during the period desig­
natf'd for ship stations of the second category by the 
International Radio Regulations or, in the case of 
yoyagE"S of short duration, as otherwise designated 
by the Commission in accordance with those 
R<>gulations. 

Th ird Category. The~e stations carryon a serrice 
of public ('orreHI){llldf'llCI-'. the duration of \vhich is 
prescribed but is less than that of stations of the 
··Second Category," or is not prescribed but is de­
termined by tbe master of vessel pursuant to his 
authority under section 360 of the CDmmuDications Act. 
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unspecified points ashore vdthin a designated local 
area. 

(i) Marine-u.tility station. A l'oast or ship station 
in the maritime mobile service ha,ing a frequency as­
signment which is available for both marine-utility 
coast stations and marine-utility ship stations, and 
licensed under one station authorization to operate as 
either a marine-utility coast station or a marine-utility 
ship station according to its location, pursuant to the 
provisions of paragraphs (g) and (b) of tbis section, 
at the time it is being operated. 

(j) Sur'Vit~al craft station. A mobile station in the 
maritime or aeronautical mobile service intended solelY 
for survi,aI purposes and located on any lifeboat, lite­
raft or other survival equipment. 

§ 83.4 Maritime radiodetermination service. 

la) Radiodetermination. The determination of po­
sition, or the obtaining of information relating to po~d­
tion, by means of the propagation properties of radio 
waves. 

(b) Radiodetermination sert~ice. A. service involv­
ing the use of radiodetermination. 

(c) .ll u-ritime radiodetermination. service. A radio­
determination service intended for the benefit of ships. 

(d) Radionavigation. Radiodetermination used for 
the purposes of navigation, including obstruction 
warning. 

(e) Radionat'igation service. A radiodetermination 
service involving the use of radionavigation. 

(f) Maritime radionaviga·tirm 8ert1i.ce. A radio­
navigation service intended for the benefit of ships. 

(g) Radionavigation mobile station. A station in 
the radionavigation service intended to be used while 
in motion or during halts at unspecified points. 

(h) Ship radionavigation station. A radionaviga­
tion mobile station located on board a ship and used 
solely for maritime radionavigation service. 

(i) Radar. A radiodetermination system based on 
the comparison of reference signals with radio signals 
reflected, or retransmitted, from the position to be 
determined. 

(j) Ship radar statirm. A ship radionavigation 
station utilizing radar. 

(k) Radioloca-tion. Radiodetermination used for 
purposes other than those of radionavigation. 

(1) Radioloootion sert'ice. A radiodetermination 
service involving the use of radiolocation. 

(m) Maritime radiolocation sert'ice. A radioloca­
tion service intended for the benefit of ships. 

(n) Radiolocation mobile station. A station in the 
radioloC'ation service intended to be used while in mo­
tion or during halts at unspecified points. 

(0) Ship radiolocation station. A radiolocation mo­
bile station located on board a ship and used solely for 
maritime radiolocation service. 

(p) Ship radiolocation test station. A ship radio­
location station used solely for testing maritime radio­
navigation apparatus incident to its manufacture, in­
stallation, repair, servicing, and/or maintenance. 
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(q) Radio direction finding. Radiodetermination 
using the reception of radio waves for the purpose of 
determining the direction of a station or abject. 

(r) Direction finder (-radio compass). Apparatus 
capable of receiving clearly perceptible radio signals 
and capable of taking bearings on these signals from 
which the true bearing and direction of the point of 
origin of such signals with respect to the point of re­
ception may be determined. 

§ 83.5 Developmental maritime stations on board ship. 
(a) Developmental mobile station. A mobile sta­

tion operated for the express purpose of developing 
equipment or a technique solely for use only in that 
portion of the non-Government mobile service which 
has been specifically allocated the authorized frequency 
(or frequencies) of the developmental mobile station. 

(b) Derelopmental radiodeterminatic;n. stati-o·n. A 
radiodetermination station operated for the express 
purpose of developing equipment or a technique solely 
for use only in that portion of the non-Government 
radlodetermination s e r vic e (including the non­
Government radionavigation service) which has been 
specifically allocated the authorized frequency (or fre­
quencies) of the developmental radiodetermination 
station. 

(c) Specific classification. The specific classes of 
developmental stations on board ships in the maritime 
mobile service and in the maritime radiodetennination 
service (including maritime radionavigatlon service) 
are the same as the classes defined in preceding sections 
of this part; hcm."ever, for purposes of identification, 
the particular class of station is followed by the par­
enthelical indicator "( developmental)"; for (>xample: 
"limited ship station (developmental)". 

§ 83.6 Operational. 

(a) Safety communication. The transmission or 
reception of distress, alarm, urgency, or safety signals, 
or any communication preceded by one of these signals, 
or any form of radiocommunication which, if delayed 
in transmission or reception, may adversely affect the 
safety of life or property. 

(b) Superfluous rad.iocommuni-eation. Any trans­
mission that is not necessary in properly carrying on 
the service for which the station is licensed. 

(c) Harmful interference. Any emission, radiation, 
or induction which endangers the functioning of a 
radionavigation service or of other safety services, or 
seriously degrades, obstructs. or repeatedly interrupts 
a radiocommunicalion service operating in a~ordance 
with regulations in this chapter. 

(d) 500 kilocycles silence pe'Nod. The three-minute 
period twice an hour beginning at x h. 15 and x h. 45, 
Greenwich mean time, during which the International 
Radio Regulations require that all transmission (ex­
ce-pt for certain emissions designated in those Regula­
tions) must cease on all frequencies within a desig­
nated frequency band centered on 500 kc/s. 

(e) Watch. The act of listening on a designated 
frequency. 

,(Ed. 7/64) 
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(f) Calling. Transmission from a station solely to 
secure the attention of another station, or oth("r sta­
tions, for a particular purpose. 

(g) Working. Radiocommunication carried on, for 
a purpo;-;;e other than ealling, by any station or stations 
uS'ing teleraphy, telephony. or facsimile. 

(b) Operational cOtnm,unicati(ln. Radiocommunic:a­
tion concerning the naligatiol1, movement, Dr manage­
ment of a ship or ships. 

(1) Navigat-ion-. This includf>s the piloting of a 
vessel. 

(2) Morement, This includes information and nec­
essary communieation relati,E' to when and where the 
boat or ship will rno,,"e or be moved as, for example, 
rendezvous at a port, basin, or marina, or for man(>UYers 
during a cruise. 

(3) Management. This ineludes thE' obtaining of 
necessary supplies for the ship. limited to immediate 
needs. and the scheduling of repairs or modifications 
to the ship. limited to communications with tnoS€' di­
rectly involved in the repairs or mooifi(>ations or COll­

cerned with changes in the movement of the ship 
because of those_ repairs or modificatjoll.."l.. 

(i) Business com-mllnicati01J-. Radiocommnnicatjon 
pertaining to economic. commercial. or gave-mmental 
matters related directly to the puflX"8€'S for which the 
ship is being used. 

(j) Port operations. Communications in or near a 
port, or in locks or waterways. between ('oa::::t stations 
and ship stations, or betwe-en ship stations, in which 
messagE'S are restricted to thosE' relating to thE' move­
ment and safety of ships and. in emergency, to the 
safet.y of oersons. 

§ 83.7 Technical. 
A88ioned frequency. The fre-quency coinciding with 

the cpnter of an authorized bandwidth of emission 
shall be specified as the a.'lsigned frf'qnency. For single 
sideband radiotelephone emi~~ion the a!'lsigned fre­
quency shall be 1.4 kc/s above the authorized carrier 
frequency. 

Aufhorizpa bandwidth. The authorized bandwidth 
is the occupied band-width authorized to be uSf'd hy a 
station. 

Authorized carrier frequency. A s[I€'cific carrier fre­
quency authorized fnr use by a ."tation. from which the 
actnal or suppressed earrier frpqupncy is permitted to 
deyiate. solely because of frequency im~tahility. by an 
amount not to exceed the frequency tolerance. 

Carrier pou)er. The aYerage powf'r Rupplied to the 
antenna transmis:::.ion line by a tran:-.mitter dnring one 
radio frequency cycle under condition:-: of no modula­
tion. This definition does not apply to pulse modu­
Jated emissions. 

Frequency tolerance. The extent to which an actual 
or suppressed carrier frequf'ncy is permitted to df'part. 
solely because of frequency instahility. from thE' au­
thorized carrier frequency. The frequf'llcy tolerance 
is expressed in part~ in lOe or in cycle." per second. 

JIean power. The power supplied to the antenna 
transmission line by a transmittf'r during normal oper-
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ation, averaged over a time sufficiently long compared 
\vith the period of the jrnTest frequPIlcy encountered ill 
the modulation. A time of %0 second during which the 
mean power is greatest 'Till be selected normally. 

Occupied bandlddth. The frequency bandwidth 
such that. below its lower and above its uppf'r fre­
quency limits, the ml;'an powers radiated are each eqnal 
to 0.5 percent of the total mean power radiated by a 
given emission. 

Peak enrclopt' power. The aYerage power sUPlllied 
to the antenna transmission linE' hy a transmitter duro 
ing one radio frequency cycle at the highest creAt of 
the modulation enyelope, taken under conditions of 
norItlal operation. 

Spurious emi88ion. Emission on a frequency or fre­
qnencies whkh are outside the necessary hand, and 
the level of which may be reduced without affecting the 
corresponding transmii'sion of information. Spurious 
emissions include harmonic' emissions, 11arasitie emis­
sions. and intermodulation products, hut exclude emis­
~;ions in the immediate vicinity of the necessary band. 
which are a re~mlt of the modulation process for the 
transmission of information. 

§ 83.8 Installation for safety communication. 

(a) E.ri.<dillfJ installatillJl. The term "existing in­
sttlllation", as used in the part solely in reference to 
r!:'quirenwnts of part II of titl!" III of the Communica­
tions Act or of the Saff't" COl1Y!:'lltion. means an instal­
lation installed on a ship prior to XOYf'mber 19, 1952. in 
the case of a enited States ship subject to the radio 
pro"isions of the Safety Conyention. or one installed on 
a ship prior to' August 13. 19.};i. in the case of other 
ships subject to part II of title III of said Act. 

(b) New -installatIon. The term "new installation". 
as used in this part solely in reference to requirements 
of part II of title III of the Communications Act or of 
the Safety Convention. means an installation which 
replaces an existing installation or, in the case of a 
'Cnited States ship subject to the radio provi."ions of 
the Safety Com'ention. one installpd on a ship sub­
sequent to Xoyember 19, 1932. and in the case of other 
ships subject to part II of title III of said Act, one 
which is installed suhsequent to August 13. 195fi. 

SUBPART B-APPLICATIONS 

§ 83.21 Authorization required for operation of a 
radio station. 

Any radio station required by the Communications 
Act to be liCE'nsed shall not be operatE'd in any service 
rE'gulatNl by this part f'x{'ept undE'r and in accordance 
with a valid station authorization granted by the Com­
mi,.;,'don. Further. the ojlPration of such apparatus 
shall he conducted in conformity with the provisions 
of statute. intf'rnational treaty or agreement, and the 
rules of the COlllmi~sion relative to the licensing of 
opf'rators. 

XOTE: The Cornmis~ion has exemptf'd cf'rtain low power 
radio df'v1ces from its gf'nf'rai licensing rf'quirf'ments; the 
(':o.:tent of this exemption and related matters are set forth 
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in Part 15, "Radio Frequency Devices", of this chapter. Li­
ceming procedures and exemptions applicable to radio appara­
tus used for medical purposes, Industrial beating, and other 
miscellaneous purposes not jot'olving radiocommunication are 
set forth in Part 18, "Industrial, Scientific. and Medical 
Equipment", of this chapter. 

§ 83.22 Administrative classification of stations. 
(3) Stations in the maritime mobile service subject 

to this part are licensed according to the class of sta­
tion normally as designated below: 

(1) Public ship stations authorized to employ teleg-
raphy for public correspondence: 

(i) First category; 
(ii) Second category; 
(iii) Third category. 
(2) Public ship stations not authorized to employ 

telegraphy for public correspondence: 
(3) Limited ship stations; 
(4) Marine utility stations; 
(5) SurviYal craft stations. 
(b) Public ship .stations not authorized to employ 

telegraphy for public correspondence are licensed as 
public ship stations (one class) without distinction 
relative to hours of service for public correspondence. 

(c) Limited ship stations are lkensed (one class) 
without distinction relative to hours of service. 

(d) One ship station license is issued in behalf of 
one station licensee to authorize the operation of a 
station which is within more than one class as enu­
merated in paragraph (a) of this section. In all such 
cases, if the station by reason of any portion of its 
use or operation comes within the definition of a public 
ship stHtion (as defined by § 83.3(e». ft is licensed as 
a public ship station. If the station is authorized to 
employ telf'graphy for public correspondencE:. it is fur­
ther classified in accordance with paragraph (a) (1) 

of this section. 
(e) Survival Graft stations are normally authorized 

by listing the transmitting equipment on the ship sta­
tion license. 

(f) Stations in the maritime radiolocation service 
subject to this part are licensed according to the class 
of station, normally as designated below: 

(1) Ship radiolocation stations; 
(2) Ship radiolocation test stations. 
(g) Stations in the maritime radionavigation serv­

ice subject to this part, including ship radar stations, 
are normally licensed as ship radionavigation stations. 
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§ 83.23 Statutory eligibility for station license. 

Section 310 of the Communications Act places tbe 
following express limitations on the granting and hold­
ing of station licenses: 

(a) A station license shall not be granted to or held 
by: 

(1) Any alien or the representative of any alien; 
(2) Any foreign government or the representative 

thereof; 
(3) Any corporation organized under the laws of 

any foreign government; 
(4) Any corporation of which any officer or director 

is an alien; 
(5) Any corporation of which more than one-fifth 

of the capital stock is owned of record or voted by 
aliens or their representatives or by a foreign govern­
ment or representative thereof, or by any corporation 
organized under the laws of a foreign country; 

(6) Any corporation directly or indirectly controlled 
by any other corporation of which any officer or more 
than one-fourth of the directors are aliens, if the Com­
mission finds that the public interest will be served by 
the refusal or revocation of such license; or 

(7) Any corporation directly or indirectly controlled 
by any other corporation of which more than one-fourth 
of the capital stock is owned of record or voted by 
aliens, their representatives, or by a foreign govern­
ment or representatives thereof, or by any corporation 
organized under the laws of a foreign country, if the 
Commission finds that the public interest will be served 
by the refusal or revocation of such license. 

(8) Nothing in subparagraphs (1) through (7) of 
this paragraph shall prevent the licensing of radio ap­
paratus on board any vessel, aircraft, or other mobile 
station of the United States \vhen the installation and 
use of such apparatus is required by Act of Congress 
or any treaty to which the United States is a party. 

§ 83.24 Application precedent to authorization. 

(a) ExC'ept a~ othprwist=' pro"ided by §§ 83.26,83.41, 
and 83.42, no authorizati()n will bl:' granted for use or 
operation of any radio station on board ship in any 
servke governed by this part unlE"ss formal \vritten 
applirntion thE"refor in proper form first is filed witb 
the Commi~ion, or pursuant to ~ 8H.35 at a Field Engi· 
ne-ering Office of the Comllli~Rion. 

(T.S. IV(64)--6) 
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(b) Except as otherwise provided by §§ &'3.35, 1:2.41, 
and 83.42, an application in writing should be filed 
at least sixty days prior to the earliest date on which 
it is desired that the requested authorization be 
granted by the Commission, in order that action 
thereon may be taken by (hat date. 

(c) Each application shall be specific and complete 
with regard to tbe information requested in the appli­
cation form, or otherwise speCifically requested by 
the CDmmission. rnless otherwise specified in a par­
ticular case or for a particular form, eaeh application 
shall be filed in original.only. 

NOTE: Standard forms are prescribed herein for use in 
connection with the majorit." of applications submitted for 
Commission consideration. These forms may be obtained 
without cost from the Commission at Washington, D.C., or 
fwm any of its field offices. 

[~83.2.~(a) as atncnAed ('fj. 4-22--66; IV (6-t)-6] 

§ 83.25 Who may sign applications. 

(a) Exc-ept a.<:. provided in paragraph (b) of this 
section, appli('ations. amendments thereto, and related 
statements of fact required by the Commission shall be 
personally signed by the applic-ant, if the applicant is 
an individual; by one of the partners, if the applicant 
is a partnership; by an officer, if the applicant is a 
corporation: or by a member who is an officer, if the 
applicant is an unincorporated association. Appli­
cations, amendments, and related statements of fact 
filed on behalf of eligible govE-mment entities, such 
as states and territorie~ of tbl" l'nited States and 
political subdivisions thereof, the Di:.,;triet of Columbia. 
and units of local government, induding incorporated 
municipalities, shall he signed by such duly eiecred 
or appointed officials as may be comp('tent to do ,,0 

under the laws of the applicable jurisdiction. 
(b) Applications. amendments thereto, and related 

statements of fad required by the Cnmmission may be 
signed by the applicant's attoml"Y in CU8E' of the appli­
cant's phYsical disability or of his absence from the 
enited StatE's. The attorney shall in that event 
separately set forth the reason \yhy the application 
is not signed by the applicant. In addition, if any 
matter is stated on the basi~ of the attorney's belief 
only (rather than his knowledge), he shall separately 
set forth his reasons for believing that such state­
ments are true. 

(T.S. IV(&4)-6) 
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(c) Only the original of applications, amendments, 
or related statements of fact need be signed; copies 
may be conformed. 

(d) Applications, amendments, and related state­
ments of fact need not be signed under oath. Willful 
false statements made therein, however, are pun­
ishable by fiDe and imprisonment, U.S. Code, Title 
18, section 1001, and by appropriate administrative 
sanctions, induding revocation of station license 
pursuant to section 312(a) (1) of the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended. 

§ 83.26 Informal applications. 

An application not submitted on a standard form. 
prescribed by the CDmmission is an informal appli­
cation. Each informal application shall be submitted 
in duplicate, normally in letter form, and with the 
original properly signed. Each application shall be 
clear and complete within itself as to the facts pre­
sented and the action desired. 

§ 83.27 Defective applications. 

(a) An application which i8 not made in ac'Cordance 
with the Commission's rules or other requirements 
will be considered defectiVE' unless accompanied by a 
request to waive ol,' petition to amend the rule or other 
requirement with ,yhich the application is in conflict. 
The reaRons which are believed to support such a 
rf'quest. or petition shall be set forth in detail. 

(b) If an applicant is requested by the Commission 
to file any documents or information not included in the 
prescribed application form, a failure to comply with 
8Uch request will <.~onstitute a defect in the application. 

(c) ·When an application in written form is consid­
ered to be incomplete or de-fective. the Secretary of 
the Commission or, in the ('ase of an application for 
regular ship station license or modification of license 
filed at a Field Enginpering Office of the Commission 
accompanied by a request for interim ship station li­
cen8e, either the Secretary of the Commission or the 
Engineer-in-Charge of the particular Engineering Field 
Office, will return it to the applicant unless the Com­
mis.,>ion should otherwise direct. The reason for re­
turn of the application will be indicated, and, it ap­
propriate, necessary additions or corrections may be 
suggested. 
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§ 83.28 Amendment or dismissal of application. 

Any application may be amellded or di"missed w'irh­
out prejudice upon request of the applicant prior to the 
rime the application is grallted or designated for hear­
ing. Each amendmf'nt of. or requf'st for di:-:rubsal of. 
an application shall be Sigllf'd and suumitted in the 
same manner and ,,-ith the same number of copies as 
required for the original <lpplication. All related C01'­

l'e-spondence 01' other material "'hich is to be considered 
as a part of an application already filed shall b€' sub­
mitted in thf' form of an amendmf'nt to the applie'ation 
concerned. 

§ 83.29 Partial grant of application. 

'Whenever the CommissioIl, without a hearing grants 
all appliC!ltioll (other than a grant of an interim ship 
starion li('E:'"n~e} in part., or with any priYilt'ge-~, terms, 
or ('ondition~ other than those requested. thE' action 
(If the- Commission shall he- considpred as a grant of 
such application unless the applicant shall, ,yitbin 30 
days from the date on which public announcement of 
such grant is made, or frOll its efi'ecti,-e date if a later 
date is specified, file with the Commission a written 
protest_ rejE'Cting the grant as made, l"pon receipt of 
:';11ch prot.e:-:t. the Cmnmi:';Rion ,vill va('ate its original 
action upon tlw application, if necessary, and se-t the 
applicatioll fur hparing in the :"ame mannf'r as othpr 
applieatinIlS are ~f't for hearing_ 

§ 83.30 Request for amendment or waiver of rules. 

(a) Any provisions of this part (except. tho,.<;e pro­
Yi~ions which set forth specific requin>ments. not suh­
ject to waiver or change. of any applicable 8tatute, or 
any applicable international agreE'me-nt to ,vhiC'h the­
rnite-d States is a signatory party) may be repealed, 
amended. or supplemented, subject to the provisions of 
the A.dministratiw Procedure Act. Any intereste-d per­
son may petition for issuance. Hlllendlllent., or repenl 
of any rule or rf'gulation go,erning stations in the mari­
time mobile or maritillle radiodeterminatioll ser,ice. 
Such petition may lte filed in relation to specific appli­
cations for station authorization, or independently 
thereof, and shall show the text of the proposed rules. 
and shaH set forth the reasons in support. of thp peti­
tion. 

(b) Any pro,"ision of this part (except these pro, i­
siollS \yhleh set. forth spedfic requirements, not sub­
ject to waiver or change. of any applicable statute, or 
any applit-ahle int.ernatiollal agreement to which the 
ITnitNl Rtates is a f'ignatory party) may he wai,ed by 
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the Commissioll. if the ComI1li~sion finds that impor­
tant or eX('f'ptiuual circumstances require such wain'l' 
and that the public interest will be sened thereby. A 
rf'quf'st for such wa1>-er llJfiy he tilp{} in relation to 
,,;pf'cific applicatiolls f(II' -",tation authorization. (11' ill­
(If'peudpntly thereof. Hnd shall set forth in detail the 
rf'ason(:-:) said \,ai,er is cOl1sidered to be- necessilry. 
and ho,,- the public interest would he sf'rYf'd thereby. 

§ 83.31 Applications concerning marine-utility sta· 
tions. 

Whenever a marine-utility station is to he usP<l and 
operated at any location on land (whether Or' not it is 
to be used and operated additionally on board moidlE' 
,-essels). such station is subject to the applicahle pro­
v1:-;1ons of Part i<.1 of this chapter and an application 
for construction permit to establi"h such station shall 
he filed ,,,itb the Commission. pursuant. to the require­
ment" therefor containe-d in that part. 

§ 83.32 Application for station license. 

(a) In aceordance 'Tith * 83.24 application for sta­
tion li('ense to authorize the use and operation of 
radio transmitting apparatus on boud "bip shall be 
su!Jmitted on tll€' appropriate Federal Communica­
tions Commission form as prescribed in § 83.36. 

(b) Baeh applkation fnr a publiC' ship station license 
\yhich requests autllOrlty to employ telegraphy for pub­
lic correspondence shall designate the class of station 
desired to be autborized. in accordance with the terms 
of; 83.3(e). 

§ 83.33 Changes during license term. 

(a) Application for modification of lieE'nse shall hi-' 
~l1bmitted in the following instances: 

(1) Additions. de-let ions or replact'meut of transmit­
ting t'Quiplllent requirf'd to bf' installpd to ('olllply with 
the proYisions of TitJp Ill. Parr II of the Communi­
c-utiOIlS A.ct ; 

(2) Additions or rppilH'f'lllent of transmitting equip­
ment which operatf's in a frequency band or bands 
other thnu spedfied in thE:' Ike-nse. 

(b) When thfc' nallle of u lil'ensee is changed (with­
out ('hanges in the ownership, ('ontrol, or corporate 
structure). or when the mailing address is changed, a 
formal applieation for modification is not required. 
HO\,eTfLr, the lice-nsee . .;hall n()tif~- tht' (''nllllllis . .;ioll 
promptly of these changE'S. The nnticf', wbich lllay be 
ill letter form, shall ('ontain the nallle and address of 
the li('f'usee as they ap]"wur in the COIllmi~sion's records, 
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the name of the ye~sel, the new name and/or address, 
as the ('ase mn;v be. the call :-:igns and elassf's of all 
radio station.-- authorizpd to the li("f'llSee under this 
part. The Iwtire shall he ";{-'Ht to Federal Comllluni­
catiew; C'Oltlmi:.;::;ion. Gettysburg, Pa., 17325, or to'S{'c­
retary, Fedf'ral Cmllillunil'ations Commission. "~ash­

ington, D.C., 20:):-ri, depending on ,,,here the apl)]ications 
for lieense" are required to be filed, and a copy shall be 
posted with the li('eIl~ until a BPW license h; issued. 

(c) ,Yhell the namE' of the vf':"s.el i:-: l'hanged. un 
3lJplkatioll for modification of lkensf' is not required. 
Hmvevt'r, the Ikemwe shall notify the Commission 
promptly of these ('hanges. The notke, ~ThiC'h Illay be in 
letter form, shall contain thf" old a:-: \\"("11 as the new 
naIllE' of the Yf':-Is-el, the c·all ~ign of the :,,:tatioll, the- nanlf' 
and addrE'S~ of the licf'nse-e, and the number of the Yf'8Rf'1 
(if it has a Customs BllrE'au, CS. Treasury Df'part­
mE'nt, official number). ThE' notice Rhall hf' sent to 
Federal Coml1luniC'ations Commission, Gettysburg, 
Pa., 1732.'5, or to RecrE'tary, Federal Communications 
Commi:o-sion, ·Washington, n.t' .. 2o;l:)-l, df'pellding Oil 

where the 8IlPlieatiollf' for liC'€-nses are required to be 
filed, and a copy shall be postl:'d with the li('ensE' until 
a rlf'W lice-nse is issued, 

(d) Exeept as prrn'idffi in paragraph (n) of this 
sf'Ction, no application for modification of li('ense is 
required when deletions occur with rf'Sl~t to the au­
thorized transmitting equipment. 

(e) EXl'l:"pt as proYided in paragraph (u) of this 
section, no application for modlfi('ation of license is 
required for additions or replacement of type ac­
cepted radiotelephone transmitters and/or typf' ap­
proyed radar units tbat operate in the same frequency 
band or bands as specified in the licE'"nse. 

[§ 83.33 am.ended in [V (6"~ )-2, [l' (6-4) -:J and 1 T' ((;4) -f)'; 

(a) amended and (d) and (e) adopted eft. H-l-(j(J; 

IV(6n-7] 

§ 83.34 Renewal of license. 

All applkatiollfol for re-newal of licenfol!?' must be made 
during the lil'PllSe term and should be filed within 00 
days but Bot later than 30 days prior to the end of 
the license term_ In any case in ''''hich the licensee 
ha1'i, in <l('c()rdancp with the proYisioIl1'i of this chapter, 
1ll1Hle- tinwly aud :-Infficient al)pli('ation for rene\Y'31 of 
til'ent';e. no lic-('llst' with refl:'rl:'nl'e to any acth'ity of 
a ('OlHinuing Ilatnre shall expire until sueh applica­
tion shall han' lwen finally detl:"rmined. 

§ 83.35 Request for interim ship station license. 

r a) A formal application for a new ship station 
license or for a modification of a~ existing li('ense if 
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required by § 83.33 to authorize the use of telephony 
and/or radar Oll board a v!?'ssel ,yhen accompanied by 
a r!?'{1nest for an interim shiV station lkens!?', shall be 
fill:'d in accordunce witb § ,ss.36 and prf'sented in person 
by the applicant or his agE'"nt at the nearest Field 
I<;ngine-ering Office of tbe- Commission or at the Com­
mission's main office in \Vasbington, D.C.: PrO'l.:id('d. 
That, as an alternatiye I~ro('edure, an applicant, ill 
Alaska, for sucb a sbip station license may submit all 
applieation by mail to the Commission's Field Engi­

neering Office- at Anchorage, Ala~ka, when ac('olllItanied 

by a written reuuest for an intf'rim ship station licenl'e. 
(11) Ru('h applicatioll as pre,..;cribf'd in paragraph 

(a) of tbil' section lllay be filed. \Tithout regard to 
the filing time spP<'ified III §§ S3.2-1-(b) and 83.33 ,,'hen­

en'r need arises for nece::-:.:-;H.ry authority to use a ship 
~tation for telephony and/or radar under the limita­

tions of an intprim ship station license on board anJ" 
H':-Isf'l pending action by the COlli mission at 'Yashing­
tOll, D.C., on tbe relatf'd formal apItli('ation for regu­
lar license or modifkation of lice-nse. 

(C) In the e\-ent the use of a ship station under 

the limitations of an interim liCf'llSe would not me-et 
the reqnirements of an applicant or when an applica­

tion for rE'rww:tl of station licf'nse is im'olved, the ap­

plicant may, subjeC't to 'and in accordance with the 
conditions Sf't forth in § 83AI or 83.42, whiche\Ter is 
applicable, apply to tht' C'omllli::-:.sioll at Wa:'o;hington, 

D.C., for special temporary :-:.tatioll authorization or 
for license or modification or renwal of license in an 
Plllergenry. 

£li 8,r.3.5(a·) anten·ded eff. 8-1-66; Il'U;4)-7] 

§ 83.36 Application forms for station authorizations. 

(a) FCC Form 502 shall be UR'd for filing formal 
applications for new or modified ship radiotelf'phone 

and/or radionaYigation station li('en:-:.e:-, except for 

radiotelephone stations rf'quired by Title III, Part II 
of the COllllllunication:" Ad (If 11)3-1-, as amended, or the 
Saff'ty of Life at Sea ('ollyention; or ex{"ept where the 

applicant is also applying for radiotelegraph E'1.J.uip­
ment aboard the Yl:"ssel. In thf' (,llSf' of the exeeptions 
listed in the preceding :'o;entt'll('p, application for a new 
or modified ship station li{'pn~e shall be filed on FCC 
Form ;:;01. AI)plication for a new' or modified ship 

radiotelegraph station license only shall be filed on 
FCC Form 501. Application." fox renewal of radio­
telephone stations required by Titl€' III. Part II of the 
Comlllunication~ Ad (If 11)34. as alllpnded. or the Safety 
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of Life at St:-'u ('onn'ntioll, and for renewul (If all 8hip 
lieensE's "'hieh are :,:olel" for radiotelt:-'graph or indude 
radiotelegraph ~hall be ftl!:"d on FCC Form 4-0.J.-A. An 
application for rE'ne,yal of ,;hip radiotelephone station 
lieense (othf'.r than those lbted in the prh'f'ding 
sentenct') and/or ship radionuYigation ~tation license 
t-:hall be fill'(l on FCC Form 40;)--R 

(b) FCC :Porm 407 sball be used for filing formal 
application for ne," or modifiE'd stat jon license in the 
maritime radiolocation service. 

(c) FCC Form 4Q.'l-A shall be U8ed for filing appli­
cation for rene-wal of station license in the maritime 
radiolocation serviC'e. 

[§ R,J.;W(a) amruacd in 1l'(6'4)-·!, aslurtller amcnl1ed 
cff, 8-1-66 .. Il' Ui4 )-6] 

§ 83.37 Application for consent to voluntary transfer 
of control; nonassignment of license. 

(a) Application for Com..ent to voluntary transfer of 
control of a corporation holding a license (other than 
an intE'rim liCenRe) coYering any class of station gOY­
efned by this part shall be filed with the Commission 
on FCC Fonn 703 "Application f(lor COI1S€nt to Transfer 
of Control of Corporation Holding Cons.truction Permit 
or Station Li(oense" at le-ust 60 days prior to the con­
templated effedi"e date of the transfer of control in 
order that action thE'reon may be taken hy that date, 

(b) In the case of stations on board ships licensed 
to operate in any service go.erned by this part, volun­
tary assignment of licenses ,vill not be made. When­
en"r there is a change of ownership of a ship radio 
station, the ne\y owner must apply for a ne'" license. 
Upon receipt of the n€'w licen.se, thE> fonner liCf"IlSE' must 
be surrendered for cancellation, 

(c) In the case of shiv stations lic-en~ to operate 
in any senice governed by this part, im'oluntary as­
signment of li('e-nses will not he made. L"pon the death 
or legal disability of the licensee. such licenses shall be 
surrendered for cancellation, 

§ 83.38 Applications filed concurrently. 

Applications of different category but in respect to 
the same station and radio service may hE> filed concur­
rently by the same applicant as prescribed in this 
section : 

(a) Applications for modificatiOn of station license 
and for renewal of station license; 
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(b) Applications for modification of station license 
and for consent to "olnntary transfer of control of a 
corporation holding a station license; 

(c) Application for renewal of station license and 
for consent to voluntary transfer of ('ontrol of a cor­
poration holding a station license. 

§ 83.39 One application for a plurality ship station 
license, 

(n) One applicatinn may he filed for a plurality 
~hip station licem:e to cover similar radiotelephone sta­
tions (normally in multiples of ten) on board two or 
more ships: Prodded. The following eleml"nts are the 
~ame: 

(1) Xature of applieation (n{>w, rf'n{>wal, ll1odifiea­
tinn or ~pe('j<tl temporary authority) 

(2) Applkant: 
(~) Lieensf'€' (,...-hen rp.qllE"st is for renewal or modi­

thoation) : 
(4) Class of ~tation and nature of servi('E'; 
(i'J) Conditions whkb I"stablish and maintain control 

of the station; 
(G) ('lass or clast';es of emi~sion, Huthorized trans­

mitter powf'r, and authorized ('arrier frequeneJ' or fre­
quenC'ieto' are the samf' for each radiotE'lf'phone trans­
mitter to he aut-horized. 

(bi The issuanee of such a lkense as vro...-ided in 
paragraph (a) is C'ontingent on the fOllowing: 

(1) The ships do not engage on voyagE's to any for­
eign country; 

(2) The transmitting equipment i~ not authorized 
in any other int-:trument i~sued by the Commission: 

(~) The transmitting equipment is not installed on 
hoard ~hiV for the purpose of complying ,,,itb the pro­
visionto' of any st<ltute or international agreement re­
qUiring th!:' installation or USe for safety purpose~; 

(-!) Thl-' li('ensee shall keep a current li:-;t, aYni1able 
for inspedion, of lIll vet-;spl nam€>l'l and rf'gistration 
11l1mbf'r~ authorizf'<l fly the plnrnlity ~hip ~tati()n 

lic'ense. 

[§ SJ .. ],f} ax amended ct!, 12-17-6'5; Jl'(64)-,j'] 

§ 83.40 Application for station of portable nature 
(other than marine-utility station). 

(a) epon application as appropriate under § 83.26, 
R3.36, 83.41 or 83.42. including a supplemental state­
ment as prescribe-d in subparagraph (1) and (2) of this 
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paragraph, the Commission may grant a license, modi­
fication of license, renewal of license, or special tempo­
rary authorization, permitting operation of a station 
of an established class in the maritime mobile or mari­
time radiodeterroination service which is readily port­
able for use as the occasion requires on board a ship 
or ships of the United States: Prodded, The applicant 
makes a satisfactory showing that: 

(l) The station will be operated as an established 
class of station on board ship in conformity with all 
applicable rules of the Commission, and 

(2) "Lousual circumstances exist whereby a station 
license to cover such operation is necessary to eliminate 
the necessity of frequently filing applications for spe­
cial temporary authority, licenses, or modifications of 
license in order to permit on short notice the temporary 
operation of specified apparatus on board a designated 
ship or ships of the United States. 

§ 83.41 Application for special temporary station au­
thorization. 

(a) Application for special temporary authority in 
lieu of or Bupplemental to normal form of station li­
cense for use and operation of radio transmitting ap­
paratus on board ship in the maritime mobile service 
or the maritime radiodetermination service, not involv­
ing an emergency found by the Commission, shall be 
limited to circumstances in which need exists for tem­
porary use, for a limited period of time, of: 

(1) Radio transmitting apparatus not currently au­
thorized for the desired operation, or 

(2) An authorized station in a manner or at times 
not permitted by the current station authorization. 

(b) In accordance with paragraph (a) of this sec· 
tion written application for special temporary author· 
ity for the use and operation of radio transmitting 
apparatus on board ship may be filed informally as 
prescribed by § 83.26, except that such application shall 
be filed not less than 10 days prior to the earliest date 
of proposed operation unless an acceptable reason for 
failure to meet this time limitation is included in the 

i 83.41 

application or is otherwise evident to the Commission. 
(c) (1) Each application for special temporary au­

thority submitted under the provisions of this section 
shall contain, as a minimum requirement, the following 
informa tion : 

(i) Name of applicant; 
(ii) Name of agent, if application is made by an 

agent, in cases under § 1.913 of this chapter; 
(iii) Official call letters of any valid station author· 

ization or construction permit already held by appli­
cant, and the related station location; 

(iv) Xame and type of ship; 
(v) Official registIT number of ship, if available; 
(vi) Official call letters or radio call sign, if any, 

assigned to ship; 
(vii) Explanation of need for special temporary 

authority in lieu of normal form of station license; 
(viii) Class of station and nature of service desired; 
(ix) Complete particulars concerning purpose and 

nature of proposed. opera tion ; 
(x) Specific station(s) or class of station(s), which· 

ever is appropriate, with which communication is 
intended ; 

(xi) Frequency assignment, authorized transmitter 
power, and authorized class or classes of emission 
desired ; 

(xii) Equipment to be used, specifying the manufac­
turer, model number, rated power, and frequency sta· 
bility to be maintained; 

(xiii) The date(s) and time(s) of the proposed 
operation, 

(2) Each application for special temporary author­
ity submitted under the provisions of this section shall, 
in addition to the information specified in subpara­
graph (1) of this paragraph, contain such of the fol­
lo\ving information as is not already on file with the 
Commission: 

(0 Address of applicant; 
(ii) Address of agent, if application is made by an 

agent, in cases under § 1.913 of this chapter; 
(iii) Relation of applicant to owner of vessel; 
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(iv) Factual statements to the extent necessary for 
the Commission to determine whether or not the grant­
ing of the desired authorization will be in accordance 
with the citizenship requirements of section 310 of the 
Communications Act. 

§ 83.42 Application for license or modification or re­
newal of license in an emergency. 

(a) In caS€s of emergency involving danger to life 
or property or due to damage to equipment wherein the 
grant of an interim ship station license as provided by 
§ &3.35 is not possible or such grant would not satisfy 
the requirements of the emergency, applications for 
a station license, or for modification or for rene'tval 
of a station license, to authorize certain use and opera­
tion of radio transmitting apparatus on board ship in 
the maritime mobile or maritime radio-determination 
service in accordance with applicable provisions of 
treaty, statute, and rules of the Commission, may be 
filed at any time by telegram or letter. In the event 
that the Commission finds that such an emergency 
exists, temporary authorization may be granted to 
operate a station in accordance with the request for 
the duration of such emergency: Prorided, That in such 
cases as may be considered necessary by the Com­
mission. the applicant may be required to supplement 
sueh request by filing, as soon as practicable thereafter, 
a "Titten application for the same authorization as 
normally prescribed by applicable provisions of this 
part. 

XOTE : For example, an emergenc,}' is found by the Commis­
,;;ion when the desired authorization is urgently needed for the 
use of shipboard radio apparatus for purposes of safety at sea, 
and circum~tances beyond control of the applicant have pre­
,ented the filing of a written application, as normally pre­
scribed by applicable prOVisions of tbis part, on a date wbich 
would assure it~ receipt by the Commission in time sufficient 
for tb{' Commission to take appropriate action thereon. 

(b) (1) Each application submitted under the pro. 
visions of paragraph (a) of this section shall contain, 
as a minimum requirement, the following information: 

(i) Xame of applicant; 
(H) Name of agent, if application is made by an 

agent, in cases under § 1.913 of this chapter; 
(iii) Xame and type of ship; 
(i.-) Official registry number of ship, if available; 
(v) Official-call letters or radio call sign, if any, 

assigned to ship; 
Cd) Class of station desired (not required for re­

newal, nor for modification unless dass of station is 
to be modified) ; 

(Yii) Frequency assignment, authorized transmitter 
power (80), and authorized class or classes of emission 
desired (not required for renewal: required for modi­
fication only to the extent such information may be 

invol,ed) ; 
(viii) Equipment to be used, specifying the manu­

facturer and model number (not required for renewal; 
required for modification only to the extent sueh in­
formation may be in,olved) ; 

(ix) SpE'cific station(s) with which communication 
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is desired (not required for renewal; otherwise re­
quired only ,,,hen applicable under the Commission's 
rules) ; 

(x) Statement of facts which, in the opinion of the 
applicant, constitute an emergency to be found by the 
Commission for the purpose of this section, including 
estimated duration of emergency. 

(2) Each application for a station license submitted 
under the provisions of paragraph (a) of this section 
shall, in addition to the information specified in sub­
paragraph (1) of this paragraph, contain such of the 
following information as is not already on file with the 
Commission: 

(i) Address of applicant; 
(ii) Address of agent, if application is made by an 

agent, in cases under § 1.913 of this chapter; 
(iii) Relation of applicant to owner of vessel; 
(iy) Factual statements to the extent necessary for 

the Commission to determine whether or not the grant­
ing of the desired authorization will be in accordance 
with the citizenship eligibility requirements of sedion 
310 of the Communications Act. 

(c) As provided by and in aecordance with the 
provisions of paragraphs (a) antI (b) of this seetion in 
rf'spect to applications for a station nceme or modi· 
fication or renewal of a station lict'nse, applications 
also may be filt'd, in cases of emergency involving 
danger to life or property or due to damage to equip­
ment, for a permit to be issued by cable, telegraph, 
or radio for the operation of a station on board a 
ship at Sf'a, and in the event the Commission finds 
such an emergency exists such permit may be granted 
to be effecti.e in lieu of a station license until such 
ship shall return to a port of the continental "Lnited 
States. 

§ 83.43 Application precedent to hearing. 

Whenever the Commis;,:ion regards an application 
for renewal of license as essential to the proper con­
duct of a hearing or im'estigation and specifically 
directs that the licensee file sueh application by a 
certain date, the application shall be filed within the 
time thus specified. If the licenl4ef' fails to file such 
application within the prescribed time, the hearing 
or investigation shall proceed as if such renewal 
application had been recei.ed. 

§ 83.44 Failure to prosecute applications. 

An applicant not desiring to prosecute his appli­
cation may request that it be dismissed without 
prejudice. Where an applleant fails to respond within 
a reasonable time co official correspondence or request 
for additional material, the application will be dis­
missed without prejudice. 

§ 83.45 Inconsistent or conflicting applications. 

When an applicant has an application pending or 
undecided, no other inconsistent or conflicting apvli­
cation filed by the same applicant, his successor or 
assignee. or on behalf of or for the benefit of said 
applicant, will be considered by the Commission. 
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XOTE: §§ 83.46 to 83.49, inclusi,e. relate only to shiV 
radio installation,; required b~' law fOf safet~· ]!urposeo:. 

§ 83.46 Application for inspection and certification. 

(a) Application for inspection and certification shall 
be submitted on the appropriate form as prescribed 
in this section to the Engineer in Charg-e of the radio 
district office nearest the desired placE' of inspec­
tion, at least 3 days in ad-v8UC'e of the (lay on , .... bieb 
inspection is desired. Such 81lplkation shall be filed 
by the yessel owner, the \"E'ssf:>l's operating agency, thE' 
ship station licensee. 411' the master of the yes:-lE'l. 

(b) FCC Form 801 shall be u8('d to apply for 
annual inspection of radio stations on board ships 
subject to the provi:..;ions of part 1I of title III of the 
Communications Act or to the radio pro,ision;;: of the 
Safety Conn'ntion. In the case of pass€'nger ship~, 

such inspection should ('oincide \yith the annual in­
spection of the ship by the 'Cnited States CoaM Guard, 
A ser,ice representati,e of the ~hip station licE'nsee 
and (unless otherwise notified by the Commission's 
representati,e) s:ufficient per:-onnE'l to lower aBd raise 
antennas and to launch any required radio pf]uippe(l 
sur.i'al craft shall be a'll.ilahle on thp :':hi1' at the 
time inspection is to be performed. In the case of 
radiotelegraph stations, the seryj('e repre~Plltatiye sha11 
hold a radiotelegraph first- or second-dn,,-,.,, opel'Htor 
lieense; in the case of radiotf'lf'phone station:':, the 
serYiC'f' repre~entari,e :-ha11 hold a fir;;;t- or s:econd­
class oPf'rator liC'en;;:e, either radiotl'legravh .fir radio­
telephone. 

(c) FCO Form R09 :-hall be n~e(l to npllly for annual 
sur>ey of t'adio Rtatioll';; on botu'(l :,:hips ~uh.ieet to the 
provisions of the Great Lake;;: Radio .\grpement". 

(d) FCC Form 812 :,:11[111 hf' u",erl to apIlly for biennial 
in.<;})(-'('tion of rarli() :-:tations on board ,E'"sf'ls: ",ubject 
to the pro,ision!'l of l1art III f)f titlf' TIT of the Com­
munieations Ad. 

§ 88.47 Application for temporary waiver of annual 
inspection. 

(a) Informal applieatinn for tf'mporary "'Rh"er of 
the annual in:-:pedion re(luirf'd nnder ~ection 362(b) of 
the Comnnications Ad, as pro,ided in that section. 
~hall hI' filed by the Yf'~"f:'l owner, the yessel's operating­
ag-ency. the ship station licensee. or tht> Illf!st(>f of the 
,essel not earlier than 3 days in arlY[lnee of the ,es­
sel's arri'Val at a "Cnited Stutf'.'< port, ThE> application 
"hall he filf'd with the Conllnis:':ion'" Eng-ineer in 
Chargf' of the radio distrid offict' nearE'"f't thE' port of 
nrri,al. and shall include: 

(1) Tht' ship's name and radio call sign: 
(2) The namE' of thE' first I'nited StatE's port of ar­

ri,ul directly from a forei~n port: 
(.3) The dJ'! tp of "u(·h arriYl11 : 
(4) The date and port at whieh annual inspection 

will be formally requested to be conducted; 
(;:i) Reason for requesting \Yai,er: and 
(6) An affirmation that (ht" l'hip's required radio 

equipment is in effediyE' operating condition. 
(b) Temporary waiwr of annual inspection Illay be 
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granted in response to a properly filed application 
therefor, or may be issued by the Engineer in Charge 
on his own motion upon receipt of an application for 
annual inspection, for a period not to exceed 30 days 
from the time of first arrival of the ship at a United 
States port directly from a foreign port in cases 
where: 

(1) The duration of the 'Ves'sel's scheduled stay in 
port is too short to permit completion of annual in­
spection during normal working hours; 

(2) The distance to the ,essel would not permit 
completion of annual inspection, including travel time, 
during normal working hours; 

(3) ('ommi~sioIl in:-:pection personnel are not antil­
able to conduce the annual inspection during normal 
working hours: 

(4) Annual inspection in the port could probably 
not be completed inasmuch as, during normal work­
ing hours, the vessel is scheduled to load or discharge 
inflammable or unstable cargo or the exigencies of 
cargo handling renders required antennas una.ail­
able; or 

(;)) Replacement of the required radio equipment 
or a major component thereof is scheduled to be made 
at the altE'rnate port propo:':ecl for the annual inspN'­
tion. 

§ 83.48 Extra compensation for overtime senices by 
engineers in charge and radio engineers. 

(a) Pursuant to section 4(f) (3) of the Communi­
cations Act, Engineers in Charge and Radio EngineerH 
of the Field Engineering Bureau of the Federal Com­
munkations Commission, who lllay be required to re­
main on duty to perform ser'Vkes in connection with 
the inspection of ship radio equipment and apparatus 
for the purposes of Part II of Title III of the act or 
the Great Lakes Agreement at night or on Sundays 
and hOlidays, shall recei,e extra compensation, to be 
1Iaio. by the master, owner, or agent of the vessel, under 
the following regulations: 

(1) The rates of extra compensation are payable in 
cases where the ser,ices of such f'ngineers have been 
duly requested and they han reported for duty. even 
though no actual seTTice may be performed. 

(2) The extra cumpensation for o'Vertime services 
il' in addition to the regular compensation paid by the 
government in the case of engineers ,,-hose compensa­
tion i:': fixed on the ordinary per diem basis and those 
receiving compensation per month or per annum, 

(3) Extra compensation for "waiting time" will not 
be allowed unlesH and until the engineer actually re­
ports for duty. 

(4) For the purpose of computing extra compensa­
tion, the word "night" shall mean the time between the 
established clOSing hour of one day at the office in_ 
Yoln:d and the eHtablish .. -'d opening hour of the follow­
ing bUsiness day at such offi('e, but shall not include 
any such time within the 24 hour~ of a Sunday or 
holiday. Each Sunday and each holiday :-;hall com­
prise the 24 hours between midnight and midnight. 
For the purposes of this section the time between the 
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established closing hour of an office and midnight of 
the day immediately preceding a Sunday or holiday 
and the time from midnight until the established open­
ing hour of the day immediately following the said 
Sunday or holiday will be considered as a single night. 
The term "holiday" shall include only nutional holi­
days, viz. January 1, February 22, May 30, July 4, the 
first Monday in September, November 11, Thanks­
giving Day (when designated by the President), De­
cember 25, and 'such other days as may be designated 
national holidays by the President or by Congress. 

(5) For authorized service in excess of 8 hours on 
any day excluding Sunday a:ud holidays, extra compen­
sation equivalent to one-half day's pay is payable for 
each 2 hours or fraction thereof of at least 1 hour that 
the overtime extends beyond the said 8 hours provided 
that the overtime is not less than 1 hour. The maxi­
mum amount which may be paid for such authorized 
overtime services on anyone day other than on a 
Sunday or holiday shall not exceed 2% days' pay. 

(6) In computing the amount earned for overtime 
at the rate of "one-half day's pay for each 2 hours or 
fraction thereof of at least 1 hour that the overtime 
extends beyond the established closing hour", one-half 
day's pay shall be one-half of the gross daily rate of 
pay; each 2 hours is the time period for the pUrpoB(.> 
of computation; at least 1 hour means the minimum 
service in any such 2-hour overtime period for which 
extra pay may be granted, and each additional pe-riod 
in the amount of 2 hours or fraction thereof of at least 
1 hour ,vill entitle the engineer to an additional one­
half day's pay. Payment of extra compensation for 
services consisting of at least 1 hour is authorized from 
the established closing hour, eyen though such services 
may not actually begin until later, provided that the 
engineer rendering the service remained on duty after 
the established closing hour, in which case the time 
between the established closing hour, and the time of 
beginning the actllfl.l services shall be computed as 
waiting time. ·Where the performance of actual service 
is preceded by such a waiting time there should be an 
affirmative statement that the engineer ,vas required 
to remain on duty between the established closing hour 
and the time of beginning the actual sen·ices. 

(7) In computing extra compensation where the 
serviceS! rendered are in broken periods, the time 
served should be combined with the waiting time and 
computed as continuous service. 

(8) The same considerations shall apply when charg­
ing for waiting time as govern the charge for services 
actually rendered. X 0 charge should be made unless 
after having reported for duty the ,vaiting time 
amounts to at least 1 hour. 

(9) For any authorized services performed on Sun­
days and holidays, totalling not more than 8 hours. 
extra compensation is payable equivalent to two days' 
pay in addition to any regular compensation for such 
days. For any authorized service in excess of 8 hours 
(starting either before or after 5 p.m. local time) extra 
compensation at the rate of one-half day's pay, based 
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on the normal daily rate of pay, for each two hours of 
service or fraction therf'of of not less than 1 hour, is 
payable in addition to the extra compensation payublf' 
for sen ice up to and including 8 hours of service. The 
maximum extra compensation payable for work on Sun­
days and holidays is 4% days' pay. 

(10) 'Vhen engineers are in travel status overtime 
shall apply the same as at official station. However, 
compensation for such overtime shall not include travel 
time. 

(11) Assessments and collection of fees against 
steamship companies for overtime services shall be 
made even though the payment to employees for such 
services may not be made until funds are appropriated 
for that purpose. 

(12) An application on a form prescribed by the 
Commission shall be filed with the office being requested 
to furnish overtime services before such assignment 
can be made. 

(13) Overtime services shall be billed to the steam­
ship companies as soon as possible after the services 
have been performed and on collection voucher pro­
yided for that purpose. Remittance shall be by postal 
money order or certified check payable to the "Col­
lector of Customs, Treasury Department" and for­
warded to that officer at the port indicated on the 
voucher. who shall in turn deposit such remittance on 
a properly designated receipt account. 

(14) Protests against the exaction of extra compen­
sation shall be forwarded to the Commission at Wash­
ington, D.C., and a copy thereof sent to the office which 
furnished the overtime sen'ices. 

§ 83.49 Application for exemption. 

(a) Application for exemption from radio equip­
ment and operator requirements, or for modification or 
renewal of exemption preYiously granted, shall be sub­
mitted by the vessel owner, the vessel's operating 
agency, or the master of the vessel to the Secretary, 
Federal Commnnil'utions Commission, Washington, 
D.C., 2o:iJ4., on the appropriate form as prescribed in 
this section. In cases of emergency found by the 
Commission, the Commission may consider an informal 
application which should include the full informa­
tion normally furnished on the fonnal application. 

(1) }~CC Form 820 shall be used for filing formal 
application for exemption from requirements of parts 
II or III of title III of the Communications Act, and/ 
or the Safety Convention; 

(2) FCC Fonn 820-A shall be used for filing formal 
applieation for exemption from requirpments of the 
Great Lakes Radio Agreement. 

(b) 'Vhen an exemption under and in accordance 
with the proyi:.ions of the Safety Convention is granted 
by the Commission on behalf of a cargo ship. the 
Commission issues an Exelllption Certificate to the 
vessel. 

(c) 'When an exemption under and in accordance 
with the provisions of the Safety Convention is granted 
by the Commission on behalf of a passenger ship, the 
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mmission certifies the necessary particulars to the 
ited States Coast Guard, requesting that agency 
issue an Exemption Certificate to the vessel. 

~OTE: A list of general exemptions Is contained in 
3.803. 

S.50 Application for exceptional authority to com-
municate with amateur stations. 

Jpon proper application, including a supplemental 
temeot as herein prescribed, the Commission may 
wt a license, modification of license, renewal of 
~nse, or special temporary authorization, permitting 
Ihip telegraph station on board a vessel not engaged 
commerce or a vessel used, or intended to be used, 
. scientific research or expedition, to transmit by 
~ans of class A1 or A2 emission on authorIzed ship 
egraph frequencies within the band 2000 kc/s to 
,000 kc/s, for the purpose of exchanging radiotele­
flph communications directly with licensed amateur 
ttions on land in accordance with the provisions of 
:3.70: Provided, The applicant includes a supple­
mtal statement satisfactorily showing that: 
(a) Unusual circumstances during the contemplated 
yage (s) are anticipated which will make direct com­
mication with amateur stations extremely bene­
ial to persons on board the vessel or to the person (s) 
lponsible for the scientific resE'arch or expedition 
r which the vessel is used or is intended to be used; 
(b) The messages to be excbanged with amateur 
ttions will contain no material relating directly or 
Brectly to a commercial transaction; and 
(c) TransmissIon for this purpose wIll be conducted 

a secondary basis so as to avoid interference to 
mmercial message traffic and other 'authorized emis­
ms of stations operating in the maritime radioloca­
m service. 

FEES 

13.53 Payment of fees. 
(a) Eaeh formal applieation for which a fee is pre­
l"ibed in fi 83.54 must be accompanied by a remittance 

the full amount of the fee. In no case will ·an 
Iplieation for which a fee is prescribed be accepted 
r flling or proeessE>d prior to payment of the full 
nount spf'<'ifted. Applieations for which no remit­
nee is rf>('eived, or for which an insnffieient amount 
received. may be returned to the applicant. 
(b) FE'e payments ac('omnanying applications I"lub­
itted to the C'...ommission Rho1l1rl he in thf' form of a 
eck or money ordf'r payable to the Ff'd{>ral Com­
I1nieatiom~ Commisl"lion. The CommisRion will not 

responsible for ('ash sent through the mails. All 
es collected will be paid into the United States 
'easury as miscellaneous rf'ceipts in accordance with 
e provisions of Title V of the Indl:'}){,ndent Offices 
mropriation Act of 1952 (5 U.S.C. 140). 
(c) Receipts will be furnish{>d upon request in 
e case of payments made in person. but no receipts 
ill be issued for payments sent through the mails. 
(d) All fees will be charged irrespective of the 
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Commission's disposition of the application. Appli­
cations returned to applicants for additional infor­
mation or corrections will not require an additional fee 
when resubmitted. Refunds \vill be made only in 
the case of paYlllPnts in excess of the fee prescribed in 
this subpart. 

§ 83.54 Schedule of fees. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this 

section, applications filed on or after .January 1, 1964, 
under this part shall be accoml1anied by the fees pre­
scribed belo,,"': 

All applications for radio station authorizations governed 
by this parL ___________________________________ $10 

ApplicationR for exemption from the radio pquipment 
ano opf"rator rf"quirements of Part II or Part III of 
Title III of the Communications Act of 1934, as 
amended, and/or the Safety of Life at Sea Conven­
tion, or application for modIfication or renewal of 
exemption pre\'iously granted thereunder___________ 10 

Application for exemption from the requirf"ments of the 
Great Lakes Agreement, or modification or renewal 
thereof__________________________________________ 10 

('b) Fees are not required in the following instances: 

Applications filed pursuant to §§ 83.41 and 83.42 (informal 
applications for special temporary authority and appU­
cations in an (>mergency). 

Informal f'xf'mption applications filed pursuant to § 83.49 
in cases of emergpncy. 

Applications for ship inspections pursuant to the Great 
Lakes Agrepment, the Safety of Life at Spa Convention 
and Part!! II and III, Title III, of the Communications 
Act of 1934. as amended. 

Applications filed by governnmental entities. 

SUBPART C-STATION AUTHORIZATIONS 

§ 83.62 Changes in equipment of licensed stations. 

A licensed transmitter on board ship may 'be modified 
without making application to the Commission and 
without specific authorization from the Commission: 
Provided, (a) the change does not result in operation 
inconsistent with the rules of the Commission nor 
with the terms of the outstanding authorization for 
the station involved; (b) the change does not result 
in any impairment of the ahility of the station licens{>e 
or the owner, operating agency, or shipmaster, to 
comply with any duty or obligation imposed by statute 
or international treaty or agreement for purposes of 
safety; (c) a description of the change is incorporated 
in the next application for renewal or modification of 
license; and (d) changes in type accE'l1ted and type 
approved equipment are made in accordance with the 
applicable provisions in Part 2 of this chapter. 

§ 83.63 License term. 

(a) Licenses for stations in the maritime service are 
normally issued to expire at 3: 00 a.m., e.s.t., five 
years from date of grant. Licenses, issued in response 
to applications filed prior to and including .June I, 
1963, for ship stations subject to § 83.139(a) (2), will 
normally be issued to expire at 3:00 a.m., e.s.t., four 
years from date of grant. 
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(b) Unless otherwise directed by the C"ommission, 
each license, modification of license or renewal of 
license issued solely on the basis of an application filed 
in accordanee with § 83.42 shall become effective at 
the time when granted by the Commission and shall 
expire at a time not beyond the period of the emergency 
found by the Commission as provided by that section; 
Provid,ed, That each renewal license granted under 
the provisions of that section prior to expiration of 
the license which it will renew, shall become effective 
only upon expiration of the latter license. 

(c) A permit for the operation of a station on board 
a ship at sea, issued by cable, telegraph, or radio, as 
the result of an application therefor filed under the 
provisions of § 83.42. shall become effective at the time 
when granted by the Commission and shall be effective, 
in lieu of a station license until such ship firR"t arrives 
at a port of the continental United States subsequent 
to the time of issuance of such permit. 

(d) A license for a developmental station on board 
ship shall be issued specifically upon a temporary 
basis for a period beginning at 3:00 a.m. e.s.t. and 
not exceeding one year from the date on which it 
becomes effective. 

(e) Each special temporary authorization granted 
on the basis of an application filed under the provisions 
of § 83.41 shall be issued speCifically upon a temporary 
basis for a specified period of time designated in such 
authorization and not extending beyond expiration 
of the outstanding license of the particular station to 
which it applies or otherwise not exceeding the normal 
license term 01' stations of the particular class and in 
the particular service designated in such special 
temporary authorization. 

(f) An interim ship station license granted under 
the provisions of § 83.64 shall become effective when 
issued and shall expire at 3:00 a.m., e.s.t .• on a date 
six months from the date of grant, unless terminated 
earlier by the Commission pursuant to the provisions 
of § 83.64. 

§ 83.64 Interim ship station license. 

Upon request made in accordance with § 83.35, an 
interim ship station license may be granted by the 
Oommission at its main office in Washington, D.C., or 
at any of its Engineering Field Offices to authorize the 
use of a ship station for telephony and/or radar in 
conformity with the conditions and limitations of 
§§ 83.369 and 83.405(a) for an interim period of six 
months pending action by the Commission at Wash­
ington, D.C .• on the related formal application for reg­
ular ship station license or modification of license 
filed as prescribed by §§ R3.35 and 83.36. Unless other­
wise directed by the Commission in exceptional circum­
stances, an interim ship station license shall not be 
renewed and the authority conferred by such license 
may be terminated. without hearing, at any time prior 
to its normal expiration date if, in the discretion of 
the Commission, the need for such action arises. 
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§ 83.66 One license for plurality of stations. 

(a) Unless otherwise detennined by the Commis­
sion in exceptional circulllstances, one station license 
lllay be granted to authorize the use and operation of 
a designated maximum number of stations in the mari­
time mobile service-normally in multiples of ten 
stations--on board two or more ships of the United 
States which do not engage on voyages to any foreign 
country whenever telephony is the sole type of trans­
mission authorized and the following license elements 
are the same for each station and the requirements 
specified in paragraph (b) of this section are fulfilled: 

(1) The station licensee; 
(2) The conditions which establish and maintain 

control of the station by the station licensee; 
(3) The class of station and nature of service; 
(4) The type(s) of transmitting equipment to be 

authorized (different types of transmitting equipment, 
,vhich are recognized by the Commission as being 
equivalent on an engineering basis, shall, for the pur­
pose of this section, be considered as the same type) ; 

(5) The authorized transmitter-power of identical 
types of transmitting equipment to be authorized; 

(6) The frequency assignment and the authorized 
transmitter-power and class or classes of emission au­
thorized on each radio-channel. 

(h) The issuance of one station license as provided 
in paragraph (a) of this section shall be contingent 
upon compliance by the applicant and station licensee 
with the following requirements: 

(1) The licensee shall, at the time the application (8) 
for license is(are) filed and during the entire period 
in which the station license is valid, keep the Commis­
sion at 'Vashington, D.C. and the Commission's Engi­
neer in Charge of each radio district in which the sta­
tions are operated currently infonned in writing of 
the names, registration number and respective classes 
of ships which are provided with stations authorized 
in accordance ,,,ith the terms of the station license; 

(2) The transmitting equipment is not installed on 
board ship for the purpose of complying with the pro­
visions of any statute or international agreement re­
quiring the installation or use of such equipment for 
safety purposes; 

(3) The transmitting equipment shall not be author­
ized in any other instrument of authorization issued 
by the Commission. 

§ 83.67 Transfer or assignment of station authoriza­
tion (see also § 83.37). 

Section 31O(b) of the Communications Act expressly 
provides that a station license granted by the Com­
miSSion, the frequencies authorized to be used by the 
licensee, and the rights therein granted shall not be 
transferred, assigned, or in any manner either volun­
tarily or iuvoluntarily disposed of, or indirectly by 
transfer of control of any corporation holding such li­
cense, to any person, unless the Commission shall, after 
securing full information, decide that said transfer is 
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:he public interest, and shall give its consent in writ-

1.68 Authority for survival craft stations. 
~uthority to operate a survival craft station will be 
nted only when the parent vessel is equipped with 
l authorized to operate a ship station. 

~.69 Authority for transmission from cable buoy. 
'rovided the transmitting equipment to be used on a 
,Ie marker buoy is adequately described and the 
essary technical data is supplied in an application 
station license for a ship station on board a cable 
air ship with which the buoy is associated, the use 
such transmitting equipment for radlolocation in 
ordance with § 83.403 will be specifically authorized 
the related ship station license. 

1.70 Authority to communicate with amateur sta­
tions. 

a) A ship station shall not communicate with or 
nsmit to any amateur station unless it is specifically 
horized by the Commission to do so. When author­
t to communicate with duly licensed amateur sta­
IS, a ship station shall conduct all operation for 
, purpose in conformity with the relevant tenus of 
station license and, except as otherwise permitted 
the station license, shall for this purpose, 
1) Transmit by means of Al or A2 emission only 
a frequency between 2000 kc/s and 25,000 kc/s au­
rized for suC'h emission; 
2) Not cause harmful interference to stations in 
maritime mobile service nor to_ stations in the 

ioloca tion service; 
3) Not engage in any communications relating 
~ctly or indirectly to a commercial transaction. 
b) Communication with amateur stations of for-
1 countries shall be limited to communications with 
b amateur stations as are authorized to communi­
~ with the ship station concerned; in addition, the 
ure of the communications exchanged with foreign 
ateur stations shall, in addition to the require­
ItS of paragraph (a) of this section, be in accord­
e with the International Radio Regulations and in 
(ormity with the regulations of the foreign admin­
ation(s) having jurisdiction over the amateur sta­
l( s) involved. 

:.71 Limitations concerning stations of portable 
nature (other than marine-utility stations). 

.dvance notice in writing or by telegram shan be 
~n to the Commission and to the Engineer in 
lrge of the radio district where the operation is to 
e pl'ace by the licensee of a station of a portable na­
~ (other than a marine-utility station) authorized 
use on board ship prior to any operation contem­

:ed on board a particular ship. Such notice shall 
:e the call sign of such station, name of licensee, 
roximate date(s) of intended operation on board 
designated ship, and the geographic area in which 
ship is to be navigated. A station of a portable 

ure (other than a marine-utility station) author-
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ized to be operated on board a ship or ships, shall not 
be retained on board anyone 'Ship during any con­
tinuous period exceeding three months without giving 
further notice to the Commission and to the Engineer 
in Charge of the radio district where the operation is 
to take place: Provided, That the foregoing require­
ments shall not apply to operation of a station of a 
portable nature on board small boats (tenders, dories, 
Ufeboats, etc.), which are regularly associated with a 
parent ship, when such station is specifically identified 
in the license of such parent ship. 

§ 83.72 Authority for ship-radar station. 

Any license issued for a ship-radar station shall be 
subject to the condition that the station licensee in re­
lation to the proper operation of the station in ac­
l'ordance with the radio law and rules and regulations 
of the Commission, will be represented on board the 
r.ldar-equipped vessel by the person who at any given 
time occupies the position of master. 

§ 83.73 Permanent discontinuance of station opera­
tion. 

In case of permanent discontinuance of operation of 
'R station on board ship in the maritime mobile service 
or the maritime radiodetermination service, the licensee 
of that station shall, as soon as possible, return the 
station license to the Secretary, Federal Communica­
tions Commission, 'Vashington, D.C., 20554, and shall, 
as soon as possible, request by telegram or letter 
addressed to the Secretary that such license be C'an­
celled. In the event, however, that such license Is not 
available for this purpose, the licensee shall, by tele­
gram or letter, inform the Secretary of that fact stat­
ing the reason why the license is not available, and 
shall request that the license be cancelled. If the 
station is within the rnited States, a copy of each 
telegram or letter sent to the Secretary pursuant to 
this section shall be forwarded at the same time to the 
Commission's Engineer in Charge of the radio district 
in which the station then is located. 

§ 83.74 Assignment of call signs. 
(a) Ship stations in the maritime mobile service 

other than those designated in paragraphs (b), (c), 
(d) and (e) of this section shall be 'assigned call signs 
consisting of four-letter combinations commencing with 
the letter "K" or the letter "W". (Examples: KBCD 
or WBDC.) 

(b) Ship stations authorized to use telephony (ex­
cept those specified in paragraph (c) of this section), 
but not authorized to use telegraphy except secondarily 
for purposes incidental to the use of telephony, located 
on board ships whose survival craft being carried, if 
any, are not authorized to operate radio transmitting 
equipment, shall be assigned call signs consisting of 
two-leUer, four-digit combinations (the digits 0 and 1 
may not immediately follow a letter) beginning with 
W A2000 and progressing numerically through W A9999 
and beginning again with 'VB2000 and progressing thus 
through the "'V" series of prefixes. In cases of ves-
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§ 83.39 ,vheneYE'r such stations are easily identified 
lJy means othpr than ('all signs and their signal of 
identification or characteristics of emission ure pub­
lished, when required by international agreement, in 
appropriate international do('umE>nts. 

[§ 8.::.7_H c) ((8 amended eff. 1,'2-17-65; IV (6~1)-5] 

(d) Stations of lifeboats, liferafts and other sur­
yjyal ('mft carried aboard ships shall be assigned call 
I·;jgll~ ('ollsistiug of the ('all sign that has been assigned, 
or that 'Tould be assignE.>d, to the ship station located 
Oll board that particular parent ship, followed by two 
(ligits (tht> digits 0 and 1 may not immediately foUmv 
11 It·tter). 1 ExamIlle: If the eall sign that has been 
assigned, or ',"ould be assigned, to a ship station on 
hoard a vun-'ut, I"hip is KBeD, the suryiYal craft sta­
tion shall hy KBCD followed hy two digits. sU('h as 
KBCD 45.) 

(e) Ship-radar :-;tatiolls shall be assigned call signs 
fur administrative purposes only. Such stations 10-
euted on board ships having a ship station licensed 
in the maritime mohile Ren-ire shall be assigned the 
sallie call sign as that ship station. If in a particular 
case the ship has no ship station licensed in the 
ltlaritime lllobile :::erYice, the shil}-radar station shall 
lIf' assignf'd a ("all sign comdsting of a two-letter, four­
dig;it cOlllhinatioll (the digits 0 and 1 may not im­
mediately fol1o\y a letter) beginning with the letter 
"W·'. (Examples: If a ship station licensed in the 
lllaritime mobilf' sefYicf' with call sign YVA2000, or 
KBC'D, Of 1VBCn, the shirHadar station call sign shall 
he rt'sIH"ctiH'ly, WA2000, or KBCD, or 1VBCD. If the 
~hip ha~ 110 station licensed in the maritime mobile 
:-;enke, the :-;hip-l'Hdar station call sign shall be of the 
tn}f' 'Y.\'2000.) In case of a ship haYing, or eligible 
for. :-;iglHlI letrers assignable by the United States 
Treasury Departllwnt, thE' Commission may if it deems 
suell aetioll IlE'('eSl'ary or desirable, make exceptions to 
the fon'going; prO';-isions and assign a call sign of such 
clw.radf'f as i8 It-gaIly permissible and as it may deem 
appropriate in each particular case. 

(f) Each station lic-ense issued to authorize the 
use and ow'ration of one or more marine-utility sta­
tions shall designate a single eall .sign consisting of 
two IE-tters (taken from the group KA through KZ) 
followpd h;> fonr digits (the digits 0 and 1 may not 
iulIl1ediatl'ly foll(HY a letter). 

§ 83.75 Operation during emergency. 

(a) The licensee of any ship station or deyelop­
mental station in the maritime mobile service un board 
ship, may, during a period of emergency in \"hich the 
normal communication facilities are disrupted as a 
result of hurricane, flood, earthquake, or similar dis­
aster, utiliZe such station for emergency comnnmication 
service in communicating in a manner otiler than that 
specified in the instrument of authorizaton or in the 
rules and regulations go.eming the maritime mobile 

91 

§ 83.102 

service: Provided, (1) That as soon as .IJ'08Sible after 
the beginning of such emergency USE', notice shall be 
sent to the Commission at 'Washington, D.C., and to 
the Commission's Engineer in Charge of the district in 
which the station is located, stating the nuture of the 
emergency and the emergency use being made of the 
station; (2) that such emergency use of the station 
shall be discontinued as soon as substantially normal 
communication facilities are again available; and (3) 
the Commission and the Engineer in Charge be notified 
immediately when such special use of the station is 
terminated: And prot:ided further, That in no event 
shall any ship station or developmental station on 
board ship engage in emergency transmission on fre­
quencies other than, or with power in excess of, that 
specified in the instrument of authorization or as other­
wise expressly provided for by the Commission, or by 
la\v: And prot:ided further, That the Commission may, 
at any time, order the discontinuance of any such 
emergency communication undertaken under this 
section_ 

(b) The Commission may authorize the licensee of 
any radio station gOle-rued by this part during a period 
of national emergency to operate its facilities upon 
such frequencies, with such po\ver and points of com­
munication, and in such a manner beyond that specified 
in the station license as may be requested by the Army. 
Nays, or Air Force. 

SUBPART D-GENERAL STATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

§ 83.101 Inspection of Station. 
(a) Pursuant to section 303(n) of the Communica­

tions Act, the radio installation on board any ship of 
United States registry shall be available for inspection 
by duly authorized representatives of the Commission 
at any reasonable time and at such frequent intervals 
as within the discretion of the Commission will insure 
compliance with applicable regulations, laws, and 
treaties. 

(b) The governments or appropriate administrations 
of countries. where a ship equipped with a radio sta­
tion calls, IDay require the production of the station 
license for examination. The operator of the station, 
or the person responsible for the station, m"U.-<;t facilitate 
this examination, The station license must be ayail­
able so that it can be produced without delay. When 
the license cannot be produced or when manifest irreg­
ularities are obseryed, gm-ernments or admin:strations 
may inspect the radio installation in order to sati&-iY 
themselves that the inst~'lllation c'Onforms to the condi­
tions imposed by the International Radio Regulations. 

§ 83.102 Posting station licenses and transmitter 
identification cards or plates. 

(a) Except for certain stations to which paragraphs 
(b) or (c) of this f>e('tion are applicable, the original 
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license for each station on board ship subje<:t to this 
part shall be cOllsVicuously posted 11 t the prinl'ipal ]0-

eation on board at which each sueh station is operated: 
Pro'/'i(jol, That when a ship is fitted \vith two or more 
stations authorized by a single Iicen"e document: 

(1) The original lic-t·lh<:.e shall be conspicuouslY 
posted at the vrindpal operating loeation of the com­
pulsorily-pro,ided station: 

(2) If no station is c(tlllpulf<or-ily-proyided, the orig­
inal license shall be com:piennnslr post.ed at the prin­
cipal operating location of any .::;tation authorized for 
telephony. 

(b) With respect tn stations of a portHble nature. 
inl'luding marine utility stations but l'xduding stations 
authorized in aceordan('e with § ~.39, where POStillg 
of a station license is impracticablE', the requirement 
of paragraIlh (a) of this section f<hall not apply: 
Prori(lcd, That in lieu thereof the original station 
licpnse or a photocopy thereof is retained on Doard 
the yessel (other than sUl'\'ivnl craft earried on board 
a parent ship) during the entire tinl(> the station is 
located thereon .. 

(c) A current lkense authorizing- a plurality of sta­
tions, pursuant to § 83.39, shall he retained by the li­
censee at ;wy location where it is readily ac(·e:;:.sible for 
in~pection. In addition, an executed Transmitter 
Idt'Iltitkatioll Card (FCC Form 4G2-C) or H plate of 
metHI or other duraiJle substance, legibly indieating 
the call sign and tlU:' licensee'.::; name and address, 
shall be affixed, readily visible for inspection to E'uch 
transmitter: ProTideil, Tbat if thE' trammitter is not 
in yif'\\' of the operating position or is not readily 
aC('e:-;"ihle for inspeC'tion, then such card or plnte shall 
be affixed to the eontrol equipl1lE'nt at the principal 
transmitter operatin.~ position or posted adjacent 
thereto. 

(d) Xotwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs 
(a), (b), and (c) of this section, notification by tele­
gram or by letter, in each case by the Secretary of the 
Commission, stating that the Commission has granted 
an appropriate station authorization, may be posted in 
lieu of such authorization if the latter has not yet been 
reeeiYed by the station licensee or p€rmittee: Provideil, 
That as the result of an official inspection of the station 
by an authorized representatiY€' of the Commission 
the posting of such notification may not be accepted 
in lieu of the formal station autllOrization until addi­
tional infonnation pertaining thereto, as may be 
deeme(l necessary by that representatiTc for purposes 
of official inspeetion, has bet'n obtained from the Com­
mission at ":-ashington, D.C. 

[~8J.102 (b) and. (r:) as a-mrnded rtf. 12-17--65; IV 
(6,1)-.j] 

§ 83.103 Location of station. 

All components of a station on board ship subject to 
this part, including the antenna (s). antenna supporting 
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structures, and source(s) of po\Yer used to energize the 
station equipment, shall be located on board the vessel 
identified in the station license, e,-en though the vessel 
he temporarily moored. For purposes of communica­
tion, no component of a ship station shall be connected 
by wire line directly or indirectly to any equipment, 
apparatus, or facilities which are not located entirely 
on board the vessel identified in the station license: 
Proviiled, That the limitations of this section shall not 
apply (a) when the station is being operated in an 
emergency under the provisions of § &3.75, or (b) when 
it is nec."e8Sary, while the ship is temporarily moored, 
to energize one or more components of a main installa­
tion or an emergency installation by means of a source 
of power not located on board the ship, for tbe purpose 
of assuring compliance ,-yjth any applicable safety radio 
requirement of law. 

§ 83.104 Operating controls. 

(a) In each ship ~tation subject. to this part, the 
transmitting apparatus ~hull be so installed and pro­
te(,tt'd that it is not capable of operation by other than 
duly authorized person!';. Operating controls shall he 
installed at the principal operating position and f'-ach 
('ontrol point which are capable of: 

(1) Starting and diseontinuing operation of the sta­
tion ; 

(2) Changing frequf'neies ,vithin the same charac­
teristic portion of the slkCtrum when necessary. 

(3) Changing from transmission to rf'-ception and 
vice vers...'l. 

[~83.10.Ha.) a,nwndrd cff.11-3-67~- Il'(64)-10] 

(b) Every ship station using telegraphy for normal 
traffic shall be proyided with a deyiee permitting 
changeoyer from telegraph transmission to telegraph 
reception and vice yersa without manual switching. 
In addition, these stations should be able to listen on 
the reception frequ£'"nC'y during the course of periods 
of transmission. 

(e) E,ery ship st-ation using telephony i:ihall, when 
an authorized operator is present at the principal op­
erating lcwation, be ('apable of change-over from 
telepholle transmis1'lion to telephone reception and Yiee­
versa within a total period of two seconds under cir· 
cumstances which do not require a change in operating 
radio-channE'1 at the same time. 

(d) Every ::;hip station shall, during its hours of 
!';ervice and when the authorized operator is present 
at the prineipal operating location, he ('apable of: 

(1) Commencing operation within one minute after 
the lwed to do so occurs; 

(2) Discontinuing all emission within fiye seconds 
after emission is no longer required or after the neces­
sity arises for E'mission to cease. 

(e) Each ship ~tation using a multichannel instaUa­
tion for telegrapby (except equipment intended for use 
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only in emel'geueie,s 011 frequeucies below :;1.1 kc/s) 
~hall, \vhen the authorized operator is present at the 
prindpal operating location, be eupalJle of changing. 
after tht' llE'f'd to do ~'() O(Tlll'S, from each operating 
radio channel to any other operating rndio channel 
for tran~missi()n or re(,pptioll by means of telegraphy 
within: 

(1) A period of fin' 8E'Conds if the partkular radio 
channels arE' \Tithin the MlllE' charaetf'ristic portion of 
the SIlf'CtrulIl; or 

(2) A period of fiftef'll sec-und . .; if thE' particular 
radio channels art:' not within the saJUE' characteristic 
portion of the SI1e-1.'tl'Ulll. 

(f) E,ery shill station and murine-utility statioIl us­
ing a multi-channel imitallatinIl for telf'phony shall. 
\yhl:"ll the authorizt~d OrK-'ratnr is l)rf'~ent. at the princi­
pal ol-;f'fHting location, be l't1Ilahlt> nf ehanging, after thE" 
llel"(l to do so (){'('\lr~, from one operatillg rn(}io-('han· 
Het to another operating rarlio-ehanllf'l for tnlllsmission 
or rE'('eption by means of telephony within: 

(1) A period of fiy€, sf'('onds, when changing from 
the calling frequency to a working frequency and yice 
versa \yithin the hand 1600-4000 kc/s; 01' 

(2) A period of thret' se('on(}s, when chang;ill~ frotH 
the calling freqlll:'IH'Y to a working fl'f'(}IWIl(·.v and vi('e 

ye-rsa vdtllill thf" band ViG-174 Me/s. 
f g) ,Vheneyel' thp f'.allle carrier frequency is u~e-d 

for radiotelf'phone transmission and re('eption, me-an:'; 
shall be pl'oYided so that transmission may be either 
llUtomatically "l(jke-controlled" or eontl'olle-d manually 

hy the person who!:'f' spPf'('h is b!:'illg transmitted. 
fh) (1) Subject to th!:' provisions of suhparagraph 

(:!) of this paragr:lph. each shill ~rati()n n~illg !('Iegra­

phy on frf'(lue-n('iE's within the hand 405 kc/~ to 335 kc/s 
lllU!'t. with respect to th(' use of any transmittE'r eapa­

ble of a plat!:' input pOVi'er in !::'XC'l'SS of 4:-;0 wattJ'. and 
completed in eonstructioll Rubf<!:'fjuf'nt to January 1. 
1952, be provided with an arrangement readily J)€'rmit­
ring the llse of a plate input power for tete-graphy 
whkh is not in ex('ess of 200 watts. Eal'h su('h trans­
mitter shall hp furnished \vith a durable n8ml'platt' 
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with the month and ypar of its ('olllpletion permanently 
ill~('riJIf'd thereon. 

(2) 'The retluirE'IHf'nt of sub}JlIragraph (1) of this 

paragraph shall not apply when the-re is available in 
the ~lmE' "tation a duly authorized radiot!:'legraph 

[ranslllitte-r capable of OIJof'l'ation on thf" intE'rnatinnlll 
('alling frf'quem'y 500 k{'/s and at least one \yorking 
f]'pquenc;r \yithin the band 40:) k('/t'> to -1-8.') kr'/S, capable 
of heing energizen by a source of power othE'r than an 
pmergen('y }J(nyer supply installe-d fur ('omplialIc(' \vith 

applicable provisions of treaty or ~tatute, anrJll()t capH­
hie of a plate input po\\,pr ill excess of 4:')0 wMts whpll 

oPf'l'at.ed nn such freqnelleies, 
(i) The frequency selPC'tor switch on transmitters 

(--'mplo,dng single sidt:'UHnu shall 3utomatieally providl' 
for ASH emission \vhen the transmitter is opel'atNl on 
:!003 (in the Gre-at Lakf'R are-a). 218~ or 263:-;; kc/~. 

§ 83.105 Required radio channels (or telegraphy. 

(a) Each &hip station using telegraphy nn fre· 
qUlo'lIeif'S within the band 40;}-535 kc/s ~hall be capable 
of transmitting and receiYing cla~ ... es Al and A2 emi~­
sion on the frpque-ncy 300 kc/s, and on at least t\vo 
working frellUE'liCips within thi ... band_ 'Vhen a radio­
tele-graph inl'tallation is compul:-:orily fitted for safety 
purpo"es, a fourth frpquency within this band ·which 
is authorized sJ}€'{'ifically for diredion finding mn~t be 
proyided also_ 

(b) }Jach ship station using telegraphy on fre­
qnel1eies within the band 00-160 kc/s shall be capable 
of transmitting and reeei,-ing class Al emission on the 
frf'quen('y 143 kc/;.:, and on at lpast two additional 
fre-Iluencie-s within this band (exC'f'llt within (he band 
140--146 ke/s) whkh are authorized for working. 

(C) Each ship station using tE'legraphy on the spe­
dfic frequt:'ndes in the bands bE'twef'1l 4000 and 2j,500 
h/s authorized hy the Illtprna~ional Radio Regula­
tiom;, Geneva, 1959, !:'xclnsiy!:'ly for thf' maritime mobile 
At-nice shalL in each of the hands for which facilities 
are provided to ('arry on its sel'yke. bf' capable of trans­
mitting and re(,p'iving clas" Al emi"sion on at. least one 
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fn'iJuelwy <luthorizt'tl for calling and at If'ust two fI'e­
qllf'llcie:-; authorized for working. 

(tl) Each ship :"'t<lliOll ll~in~, whell ill Region 2. 
tt'h-'graphy OIl frl:'(ll1t'lldf's within the baud 2063-2107 
kt/il :-:hall lit' eapable- {If trall;o.;lllitting fIlal 1'I:'('eiYing 
{'la~5 A1 Pllli:.::..;jIlH on at ieao;t one frequency in this 
hand anthoriz('d for \yorkillg ill addition to a frpqul'llcy 
ill this band lIutborized for calling. 

§ 83.106 Required frequencies for radiotelephony. 
(a'i Each ship radiotelephonE' station licensed to 

operate in the haml 160:; to 3.300 kej:..; shall lJe aLle to 
lransmit A3 or A3H t'tlli:..;:..;ion and n~eiye A3 emh;sion 
nn the carrie]' frf'qUf'lH'Y 211'2 kc/s. ~1ll{1, if 1I:-:ed for 
other than saft'ty (,OUllllUlli('ation, ~halllJt> l'lIpnble also 
of tran~lllitting A3 or A3H E"lllb.,don and reeeiYing 
das:-,; A3 PllliR:,:ion on at ka~t i\\-O othe-l' frE"quencies 

within that band. 
I u) Each l'hill radiCi'tph-'piwne .4ation whh'h operates 

in the band 1;:)6--174 ),rc/~ l'hall be able to transmit 
and rpeein' on the frpqlwlleilo''; 156.3 )'Ic/~ and 156.8 
:\l{'/:--. 

((') Th .. reql1ire-lllent ('ontained in llaragraph (b) 

of this Redion :-:hall not be allPliC'abl(' \vlwn .... uch sta­

tion is eql1iJlP~'d to opt'ratp on only Ollt" of the frp­
IlIlIo'IH'ie~ nG.35, HitUl, or HiG,U;'3 :\IC'/s, 

(d) CPOll thl' t'x}lr(-'s~ conditinn that harmful inter­
fprenl'e ,;hall uot be caused to the :--el'yice of any mari­

time moilile ;.;.tation which i:-< operated in lH'cordance 
\vith tJw lfl'Ovisioll:o' of paragraph (lJ) of thi....: section, 
thf' rE"qllirl'ment ("ontairH'tl ill parag:raph (b) of this 
:-oectioll :,,:hall lwt be HJlPlicHhl1..' Whf'Il a ship station is 
l'qllippl'd to operatE": 

(1 -IOn only nne of the frf'lllll'udE's 1;)7.2. 1;)7.2fJ, 
1;')7.3.157.35. or Vi7A ~Ic/s: or 

(~) On l:1G,6;'; ~Ic/:-: only, :Illd the station is also 
cavallI£, of o[H:'ratinn on the frf'qlH'llcy ;j00 kc/s and 
two working frpql1f'llc-ies in the hand 41:)-513 kc/s. or 
the fr(>{]lll'ncy 2182 kc/~ and two working freqnencies 
for tele-phony in thl' band 1fj();')--,);)OO kc/.". 

(p) The exception proYitiE'd in snbparagraph (2) of 
pnragraph (d) of thi.", seetion does nut apply in the 
Great. LakE'S area, 
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(f) The requirement cout:lined in paragraph (b) of 
this spdioll shall not apply to any marine utility sta· 

tion anthorizf.'d to operate with a tranl'lllittl'r platt' 
!lower input of 3 watts or les:-- upon thl:' E'Xlll"E'SS COIl­

(liUon tlwt harmful illtt'rferpll('e shall Bot lw caused 
to tilt' st'nkt' of au:,>' maritime mobile statiou \\""l1i('h 
is OIlf'rated ill a('('orflauC'{' with llaragr:lph ill) of this 

:--l'ction, 

[§ 8,J.l0G{t-) adopter! rtf, 8-Y-IjU: lJ'U;'P-7] 

§ 83.10i Antenna requirements. 

(a) The anteuna(s) of each public ship station and 
of pach .<:hip statioll compulsorily prlwided on board a 
Yessel ff)r safet~· purposes pursuant to statute or in­

temational agrpE'l1lellt shall, in."'ofar as L;;; practicable 
in ('ach Cllse, haye E'ledrkal dwraderb;ti('s that will. 
in conjunction with tIw particnlar tram:mitting ap­
t)aratu8 employed, assure gOOfl E'fficiency in the cou­
'·er.--ion of antenna powE'r to radiated power, 

i b) All emission of a ship station, or a marine­

utilit;, station on board ship, using tl'lephony on allY 
frequency assignment within the freqllf'ncy-band 30 
:\k/_" to 200 :\k/s nf)rmnlly shall be polnrized \'ertically 

at the SHurce 'Tllf'll thp Yes"el ('arr:'>'ing the "tation is 

ill a normal H'rtical plane: Prodded, The Commission 

may authorizE' the n"E' of any other form of polariza­

lion in ali(]ilioll to or in lie-u of yertical polarization 

if the applicant or statioll IkE'llSCe nU1ke-s a s.atisfaf'tory 

"ho,vil1g that ~uch authorization is necessary for ef­

fp('tiyE' (-'olllmllllication or red net ion of interfen'nc{' and 

would 1)(-> henf'ficial to rf'C'eption of the emis ... don by 

othf'r station" in the maritime mobile seryice, 

((') 1Yhen a :-.hip station il' OI)E'l'ating on allY earrier 

frequency IIpIo\\" 2;) :\Ic/s authorized for radiotelephony 

alld thp f'ffecth'p operation of tllE' antf'llna t'lUployed is 

not indE'pendf'nt of a grnum} connection On the fre­

quency in n::.:p, tht' radio station grollnd s;n::tem of each 

sl1('l1 ::.:hip station for operation 011 :-ouch frf'f}uency shall 

('onsist of: 

(1) An E'f'fecti,'p radio .::rollud to the hull for a Yes­

sel haYing a metallic bl1ll, or 

-

-
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(2) In the case of a YE-"s.sel not baving a metallic 
hull, the most effective radio ground practicable under 
the circumstances. Preferably the ground shall be to 
a bare plate or strips. or a combination thereof, of 
corrosion-fesistant metal of at least 12 square feet in 
aggregate area affixf'd to the hull below the waterline. 

§ 83.108 Adjustment of equipment. 

The transmitting equipment of each station subject 
to this part shall be operated, tuned, and adjusted so 
that there will oe no radiation of emi!'<sions outside 
the authorized frequency-band that causes harmful 
intE'rference or is capable of causing harmful inter­
ference to thf' seryice of any other station. Any 
spurious emis:"iolli', including radio frequency har­
monics and audio frequency harmonics, shall be main­
tained at the lowest practicable level. 

§ 83.110 Maintenance of transmitter power. 

(a) The actual pmver of eaeh radio transmitter in 
a ship station shall, insofar a::; is practicable, be no 
more than thnt ne{'f'l'sary to carryon the service for 
whir-h the Rtation is licenl"ed and in no event more than 
20 percent nboye the power spedfied in the license. 

(b) Ea('h radio transmitter (other than single side­
band and independE'nt ~ideband) in a ship station rated 
hy the manufacturer as being eapable of a plate input 
power in exceSR of 200 watts or an antenna power in 
excess of 100 watts shall be fitted with the instruments 
necessary to determine the aetual plate power to the 
trallRmitter ",hene,er the latter is in use. 

§ 83.111 Transmitter measurements. 

(a) The carrier frequencies of each transmitter 
shall be determinf'd to be \vithin the preseribed toler­
fWCP as follows: 

f 1) 'Vhen the transmitter if., initially installed; 
(2) Wlwn any ('hange h;: made in the transmitter 

which may uffed the carriE'r frequencies -or stability 

thereof: 
(3) Cpon receipt of an official notice of off-frequency 

oflE.>ration. 
(b) "~hE'n thE" manufacturer's rated power of a ship 
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transmitter is more than 120 percent of the maximum 
authorized power the actual power shall be determined 
as follows: 

(1) 'YhE'n thE' transmitter is initially installed; 
(~) 'Vhen any change ig made in the transmitter 

which IlIay ilH'ff'aSe its power. 
(c) A determination shall be made that E"llch radio­

tE'lE'phone transmitter produces peak modulation be­
tween 75 and 100 percent insofar as practicable as 
follows: 

(1) When the transmitter is initially installed: 
(2) When any change is made in the transmitter 

which may affect its mOflulation chara{'teristics. 
I d) The determinations required by paragraphs (a) 

and ((') of this section may be made at a test or serv­
ice I::H;>nch, provided the load conditions are equivalent 
to those of actual operation. 

(e) The results of the determinations of paragraphs 
(aL (b). and Ie) of this se<tion shall be entered in 
or made a part of the station log. 

§ 83.112 General requirements for receiving appa­
ratus. 

The radio equipment of each ship station, or marine­
lltility .~tation. using telegraphy or telephony, must be 
('apable of permitting the reception of the dass or 
('lasse,':. of emission on the frequeney or frequencies. 
normally r€'ceiyed for the ser>ke r'8,rried on. Thf' 
techni(-al arrangement of the station apparatus shall 
be sU(-h that the neeessary r€'('eption of emissions, in­
('llIding in particnlnr that neeE'ssary for complian('e 
with the provisions of *~ &'3.1,'<;1 and &'-t240, cnn be 
readily effE.'(,ted prior to the transmission of any sig­
nals or ('ommunications by thE" ship station on the asso­
dated transmitting frequency. 

§ 83.113 Installation of power souree. 

The exact location and phYl'ieal arrangement on 
hoard a yessel of any storage battery, or engine-driven 
generator and fuel tank, uf'ed ;l~ a SOllr('e of power for 
any ('omponent of a licensed radio station subject to 
this part and lo('uted on board i"\lch ve&-;el, and the 
method of ,"entilating the hnttery or engine C'ompart-
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ment, shall be in accordance with applicable rules 
or regulations promulgated by the United States 
Coast Guard. If the Commission finds that such rules 
or regulations are not complied with by a particular 
station of this category, an application for license or 
modification or renewal of license thereafter filed in 
behalf of that station may be designated by the C{)-lli­
mission for hearing to determine whether or not the 
granting of such application would meet the public 
interest, convenience or necessity. 

NOTE: Inquiries concerning appl1cable regulations of the 
Coast Guard may be addressed to The Commandant, United 
States Coast Guard, Washington, D.C., 20226, or to the 
nearest District Headquarters Office of the COast Guard. 

§ 83.114 Clock required. 

(a) Except as provided in §§ 83.468 and 83.497, each 
ship station which is licensed to operate on frequencies 
below 515 kc/s, shall be provided with a reliable clock 
equippro with a second hand, preferably a sweep 
se("Ond hand. This clock shall be securely mounted 
in such a position that the entire dial can be easily and 
accurately observf'd by the operator from his normal 
operating position, from the operating position at \vhich 
he would ordinarily transmit the international radio­
telegraph alarm signal by hand, and from the position 
used for testing the radio telegraph auto alarm (if in· 
stalled) for response to signals from the testing devicf'. 

(b) Except as provided in §§ 83.468 and 83.497, each 
ship station which is licensed to operate on frequencies 
above 1500 kc/s, shall have available to the operator 
a reliable clock or timepiece, preferably equipped with 
a second hand. 

[§ 83.114 amended ctJ.l0-25-fJ6; IV (64)-Il] 

§ 83.115 Retention of radio station logs. 
(a) All .station logs which are required under those 

pro~isions of this part pertaining to the particular 
classes of stations subject to this part shall be retained 
by the licensee for a period of one year from date of 
entry and for such additional periods as required by 
the following subparagraphs: 
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(1) Station logs involYing communications inCident 
to a distress or disaster shall be retained by the station 
licensee for a period of 3 years from date of entry; 

(2) Station logs which include entries of communi­
cations incident to or involved in an investigation by 
the Commission and concerning which the station li­
censee has been notified shall be retained by the station 
licensee until such licensee is specifically authorized in 
writing by the Commission to destroy them; 

(3) Station logs incident to or involved in any claim 
or complaint of which the station licensee has notice 
shall be retained by such licensee until such claim or 
complaint has been fully satisfied or until the same 
has been barred by statute limiting the time for the 
filing of suits upon such claims. 

NOTE: See Part 42 of this chapter concerning preservation 
of records of common carriers. 

(b) Station logs shall be made available to an au­
thorized representative of the Commission upon re­
quest. 

(c) Ship station logs shaH be fully completed at 
the end of each voyage and before the operator(s) (or 
other person(s) responsible under the applicable pro­
visions of this part) leave the ship. The radio log 
currently in use shall be kept by the licensed opera­
tor(s) of the station or as otherwise authorized by 
the applicable provisions of this part, and during use 
shall be located in the principal radio operating room 
of the vessel. At the conclUSion of each ocean voyage 
terminating at a port of the United States (includes 
Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands), the original radio log 
(or a duplicate thereof) dating from the last departure 
of the vessel from a United States port shall be re­
tained under proper custody on board the vessel for a 
sufficient period of time (not more than 24 hours) to 
be available for inspection by duly authorized repre­
sentatives of the Commission. After retention on 
board the vessel as herein stipulated, the original log 
(and the duplicate log if provided) may be filed at an 
established shore office of the station license£", and shall 
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be retained as stipulated by paragraph (a) of this 
section. 

KaTE: Duplicate logs are not required by the provisions 
of this paragraph, unless the original log is removed prior to 
opportunity for official inspection. 

(d) Logs of ships of the United States ('ontaining 
entries required to be made by reason of the Great 
Lakes Agreement or § 83.368 (e) of this part shall b€ 
kept at the principal radiotelephone operating location 
while the vessel is being navigated. All entries in their 
original form required by said agreement or § 83,368 (c) 
shall be retained on board the vessel for a period of 
not less than one month from the date of entry, Af­
ter retention on board the vessel as herein stipulated, 
the entries shall be filed at a place where they will be 
readily available to an authorized representative of the 
Commission upon request, and shall be retained as 
stipulated by paragraph (a) of this section. 

SUBPART E-STANDARD TECHNICAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

§ 83.131 Authorized frequency tolerance. 

(a) rnless the particular instrument of authoriza­
tion specifically provides otherwise, the frequency tol­
erances authorized for stations on board ships subject 
to this part shall be a'S prescribed in paragraphs (b) 
through (e) of this section. 

(b) Authorized frequency tolerances for ship and 
survival craft stations operating on frequencies below 

515 kc/s or within the frequency 'band 1600-27,500 
kc/s: 

Tolerance-part8 
in 1 ()<I finle88 8hotcn 

as cycles ver 
Frequency range8 8econd (c/s) 
(1) From 100 to 5Hi kc/s (except for transmitters 

of the classes specified in (2) and (3) below)_ 1000 
(2) From 100 to 515 kc/s; emergency transmitters 

only, the use of which is confined solely to 
safety communlcatlon as defined in § 83.6(a)_ 3000 

(3) SUn'ival craft stations on 500 kc/s___________ 50(}() 
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Tol.erance--pari8 
in 106 unles8 shoun 

as cyctes per 
Frequency ranges second (C/8) 
(4) Ship stations from 1605 to 2070 kc/s and 2080 

to 3500 kc/s: 
For other than A3A, A3H, and A3J emis· 

sions _________________________________ 200 

For A3A, A3H. and A3J emissions_________ 50 cIs 
(5) Ship 8tations from 2070 to 2080 kc/s_________ 50 
(6) Survival craft stations on 2182 kc/s__________ 200 
(7) Stations when using frequpnciE'S within the band 

4000 to 21,500 kc/s: 
Ship stations using Al emissloD____________ 200 
Ship stations using A3A, A3B, A3H or A3J 

emission ______________________________ 50 cis 

Ship stations using other than A1, A3A, A3B, 
A3H_ or A3J emissioD _________________ _ 50 

Survival craft stationi', on 8364 kc/s _______ _ 200 

c) Authorized frequency tolerances for ship and 
survivial craft stations operating on frequencies above 
27.5 Mc/s: 

Tolerance 
Freqfieney ranges parts in lOa 
(1) From 100 to 200 ~Ic/s except for 121.5 Mc/s 1____ 20 
(2) SUITival craft stations on 121.5 MC/8_________ 50 

1 Transmitters with a plate power input not in excess of 3 
watts are permitted a tolerance of 100 parts in 106 until 
January 1, 1006. Aftt'r that date a tolerance of 20 parts 
in 106 is applicable. 

(d) For stations in the maritime radiodetermina­
Hon service (other than ship radar stations) the au­
thorized frequeney tolerance shall be specified in the 
instrument of authorization. 

(e) The frequency tolerance authorized for ship ra· 
dar stations is preseribed as follows: The frequency at 
which maximum emission occurs shall be within the 
authorized frequency band and shall not be closer than 
1.5/T megacycles per second to the upper and lower 
limits of the authorized frequency band, where "T" is 
the pulse duration in microseconds. 

§ 83.132 Authorized c1asses of emission. 

(a) Unless otherwise specified in the station license, 
stations are authorized to employ classes of emission 
as follows: 
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(1) 

(2) 

Frequency band 

Stations using telegraphy: 
100 to 160 kc/s ______ _ 
160 to 515 kc/s ______ _ 
2065 to 2070 kc!s ____ _ 

2080 to 27,500 kc/s ___ _ 
2070 to 2080 kc!s ____ _ 

Stations using telephony: 
For frequencies desig­

nated In § 83.351 
(a) (1) : 

2182 and 2638 kc/s __ 
2003 kc/s on the 

Great Lakes. 
All other frequencies­

For frequencies desig­
nated in 183.351 (a) 
(2), 

For frequencies desig­
nated in § 83.351(&) 
(3), 

For frequencies desig­
nated in § 83.351 
(a) (4), 

121.5 Mc/s ________ _ 
156 to 174 Mcjs ____ _ 

(3) Ship-radar stations: 

Cla/J8es of emi8sion 

AI. 
Al and A2. 
AI: Survival craft ata tiODS 

may in addition use A2. 
Do, 

Wide-band telegraphy, faealm­
lie and special transmission 
systems. Manual Interna­
tional Morse cooe and te­
lephony are excluded. 

A3and ASH. 

Do, 
A3, A3A, A3H, and A3J. 
AS until Jan. 1, 1974; A3A, 

A3B. A3H, and A3J. 

A3A, A3H, and A3J. 

A3J, 

.\.2, 
F3, 

Above 2400 Mc/s ______ PO. 

(b) Authorization to use radiotelephone emission Is 
construed to include the brief use of telegraphy (in­
cluding keying only the modulating audio frequency), 
tone signals, and signaling devices for the sole pur­
pose of establishing or maintaining voice communI­
cations. 

(c) In telegraphic communication, A2 emission is 
permissible only by keying a carrier modulated by an 
audio frequency. 

(d) Authorization to use ASH or ASJ emission is 
limited to emitting a carrier at a power level between 
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3 and 6 decibels below peak envelope power for the 
former emission and at a power level at least 40 deci­
bels below peak envelope power for the latter emission. 

(e) Emissions other than those listed in paragraph 
(a) of this section, and emissions for other frequencY 
bands, may be authorized upon a satisfactory showing 
of need therefor. An application requesting such spe­
cial authorization shall fully describe the emission de­
sired and state the purpose for which the emission is 
proposed. 

(f) For the purpose of this part, .A3 emission means 
double sideband full carrier, single sideband means 
A3A, ASH, and A3J emissions, and independent side­
band means ASB emission. 

NOTE: For information regarding the classification of 
emissions and the calculation of the bandwidth see Part 2 of 
this chapter. 

§ 83.133 Authorized bandwidth. 

(a) Unless othern'ise specified in the station license, 
ship stations shall use bandwidths not exceeding those 
set forth in this paragraph for the respective classes of 
emission authorized in § 83.132. 

Class of emission Emission 
designator 

AL~ _____ ~ ______ . __ . _ .. ______ ._. 0.16AL ___ ._ 
A2 _____ ... ________ .___ 2.66A2. __ . __ _ 
A3_.___ ____________ 6A3_. ___ ._._ .. 
A3A _____ ._ ... __ 2.8A3A_._~ 
A3B ________ ..... __ .. ___ l'i.6A3B_. 
A3H ____ ._ 2.8A3H. ___ . __ _ 
A3J ___ . ______ . _____ . _________ . __ . 2.8A3J _______ . 
F3 ___ .~ ___ ... _____________ . _____ . 36F3 __ . __ . 
PO __ . ______ ... ______ . _______ . ___ ~_ Vu.riable 1_ 

Wideband telegraphy, facsimile ____ .do __ . 
and special transmission sys-","" 

Authorized 
bandwidtb (kc/s) 

0.224 
2.';24 
8.0 
3.5 
7,0 a., 
a" 
40.0 , 
Variable. l 

Variable but not 
to exceed .5.0 

1 The emission designator and the authorized bandwidth will vary 
according to the specific values of controlling technical factors. 

(b) When 'a specific emission designator sho,,'n in 
paragraph (a) of this section appears in a station 
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lirensf', ';Ut'h dp, .. dgnator specifies the corresponding 
authorized balldwidth for the frequency inyoIH~d. 

(c) Bandwidths in ex('f's.s of those li,<;ted in para­
graph (a) of this section. or bandwidths for other 
emis'<;ions, may be authorized upon a f.Rtisfartory 
sho'Ying of need therefor. An application requesting 
such special authorization sball fully de, ... cribe the 
emission desired and the required bandwidth. and 
shall state the purpose for whieh sneh emission and 
bandwidth is proposed. 

§ 83.]34 Transmitter power. 

(a) rnless specifically expressed otherwise. trami­
mitter pmver is peak t'nvelope power (see § 83.7) for 
A3A. A3B, A3H, and A3J emissions. and total plate 
input power to the final radio stage of the tran:::mitter 
(without mooulatinn present in thE' ('ase of AS emis­

:-.ion) for othf'r emissions. 
(b) Transmitter power for telegraphy on frequen­

cies below 27.;'; Mc/s shall not exceed 8 kilowatts for 
passf"nger ye:-:sels of 5,000 gross tons and over. and 2 
kilov;'att" for all other vessels, 

(c) Tran:-:ll1itter pmver for telephony on frequf"nC'ies 
below 27.S )1c/s shall not be less than If) watts, For 
A3 emission this yalue is for use of a dass C plate or 
plate and sereen-grid modulated final radio stage in the 
transmitter, EquiYalent Yalue~ for other ('lasses of 
final amplifiers will be as specified in the- station au­
thorization. 

(d) Othe-r than for the frequencie" specified in 
§ I-!S.s,,11 (a) (4) and as may bf' specified in the specific 
limitations in § k3 .. 3;)4(a) (2), transmitter powf'r for 
telephony on frequencies below 27.5 )Ic/s shall not 
excee-d the following values in watts: 

Area Frequency 
band 

Type of I Trans­
communi- I mitter 

_~c~a~"~· o~n __ 1 power 

Great Lakes area and 1\.1issis- l-o~_-to--'27~.~5~'~!c-l~s_ Any _ __I 
sippi River north of Baton' 
Rouge, La., and connecting " 
inland watrrs. ' 

: -=-:-~--:::c----c.:---:­
Other thaD the ab(\ve __ ------1 2 to 4 ~lcis__ I ~hip to shore __ 

I Ship to sbip _ 
4 to 27.5~lc)s I Any ___ _ 

150 

I t 400 
150 

'1000 

1 Except for distress calls and distress traffic, and urgenco)' and safety 
signals and messag"'~, the maximum power that may bco used on 2l>!2 kr/s 
is 150 watts. 

t For passenger ves*ls of 5.000 gross tons and over this value is 1000 
watts. ,-

3 For passenger ,essels of 5,000 gro~~ tons and over this v[l.lue is 3000 
watts. 
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(e) Transmitter Jxnver for frequencies specified in 
§ SS .. 3:i1(a) (4) shall not exceed 1000 watts. 

(f) For ship stations (except marine-utility ship 
stations) u::-:ing F3 emi.s:-;ion on any authorized fre­
quency, exe!:'llt 1;';6.{:i;'j 1\1('/s. in the band 156 to 1 H 
)1e/8, the transmitter power shall not exceed 100 \yatt ... 
in Regions 2 and 3, and 40 watt:-: in Region 1. Trans­
mitter po,Yer for use on 156.6:) )[('/8 [';hall not exceed 
100 \yatts in the Great Lake~ area, and I;'; watts in 
other areas. Transmitter power for marine-utility 
:-:hip stations in the band 1;)6 to 174 )k/s shall not 
exceed 10 ,yaUs. 

[§ 83.134((1) amended. efJ. 8-9-66; (a) am.cllfled and 

(g) deleted ct!. 8-J--{J6: IV (64) -7] 

§ 83.135 Suppression of interference from receh'ing 
apparatus. 

I a) The use or operation of any radio receiving 
S,Ystt'lll or apparatus on board il ship of the TTniteti 
:;Jtates (extluding lifeboats and other survlyal craft) 
shall not. by reason of emission therefrom. cause 
harmful interferen{'e to any authorized maritime mo­
bile or maritime radiodf"termination service or impair 
the efficiency of any auto alarm or ",..atch on any 
radiofrequency used for either of these services: 
Provided .. That this regulation shall not prevent the 
m~e or operation of any radio receiving apparatus 
or system on board ship \yhen the installation or use 
thereof is required hy act of Congress or any treaty to 
whi(:h thE' L'nited States is a party unless the Commis­
sion finds that the interfering emission from such 
apI'aratus or .system i:-: capable of: 

(1) Creating an ele-<:tromagneti(' field, at a distancE' 
OH'r sea ,YatE'r of onE' nautkal mile from the reeei',er, 
in excess of the following value (s) : 

Field 
intenRity in 

Frequency of inter- micro volts 
fering emission: per meter 

Below 30 Mc/s_____________________________ 0.1 
SO to 100 Mc/s______________________________ .3 
'100 to 300 Mc/s____________________________ 1. 0 
On'r 300 Mc/s______________________________ 3.0 

f2) DeliYering more than the follo\ving amounts of 
power. to an artificial antenna haying electrical char­
ncteristics designated by the Commission as equiyalent 
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to those of the average receiYing antenna(s) used on 
:-:hipboard: 

l'ower into 
artificial 

Frequency oj inter- antenna in 
Jennyemls8wn: micromicrowatts 

Below 30 Mc/s_____________________________ 400 
30 to 100 :\fe/s____________________________ 4,000 
100 to ;)00 ~Ic/s__________________________ 40,000 
Abow 3(10 Mc/s ___________________________ 400,000 

(h) Any spe{'ifically identified type of radio receiYing 
apparatus or system required to hf> install€'d or u:,:ed on 
board a ship by ad of Congress or any treaty to \vhich 
the rnited :-ItatE's is a party shall be exempt from any 
subsequent finding by the Commission pursuant to 
paragraph (It) (1) and en of this section if the 
Commission, as a result of eng;ineering measurements 
made relative to emission prOdlH'ed by such type of 
apparatuR or system, finds that t';uch emisRion, as de­
veloped on frequencies to which the provisions of 
paragraph (a) of thi:'l sE"C'tion apply under condition)':. 
equivalent to normal use or operation on board ship, 
is not in exces~ of the valup(s) specifif'd in llaragraph 
(n) (1) and/or (2) of this section, 

§ 83.136 Spurious emission limitations. 
(a) Spurious emissions originating in transmitters 

authorized under this part are subjE'Ct to the limita­
tions set forth in paragraph (b) of this section, which 
limitations shall he applicahle in accordance with 
paragraphs (e), (d) and (p) of tbis sedion, 

(b) The mean power of emissions shall be atten­
uated helow the mean power of the trnnsmitter in 
accordanc"e with the following schedule: 

(1) When nsing emi~sions othf'r than A3A. A3H. 
A3H. and A3.T : 

(i) On any frequency remo\'ed from the assigned 
frequf"ney by more than 50 per('€'nt up to and includ­
ing 100 percent of the authorized bandwidth: At least 
2;::i deeibels: 
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(ii) On any frequency removed from the assigned 
frequency by more than 100 percent up to and includ­
ing 230 pereent of the authorized bandwidth: At least 
3::-i dedbels. 

(2) When using emissions A3A, A3B, A3H or A3J: 
(i) On any frequency removed from the assigned 

frequency by more than ;50 percent up to and including 
1710 percent of the authorized bandwidth: At least 25 
decibels; 

(ii) On any frequency removed from the assigned 
frequency by more than 150 percent up to and including 
250 percent of the .authorized bandwidth: At least 35 
decibels. 

(3) On any freqnen{'Y removed from the assigned 
frf'quency by more than 2.'50 percent of the authorized 
bandwidth: At least 43 plus 10 loglo (mean power in 
watts) deeibels. 

(e) Except as outlin",d in paragraph (d) of this sec­
tion, the requirements of paragraph (b) of this section 
shall be applicable as follows: 

\ 1) To any radio transmitter for whic'h type ac­
ceptance is requestE'd. 

(2) To radio transmitters when operating on any 
frequency assignment bet\yeen 30 ~Ic/s and 500 Mc/s. 

(3) To any radio transmitter when operating on any 
frequency belo\y 30 Me/I'. 

Id) The requirements of paragraph (b) of this Se(:­
tion shall not apply to : 

(1) Survival craft transmitters; 
(2) Transmitters authorized in developmental sta­

tion licenses; 
(3) Radiotelej!raph transmitters operating on any 

frequf-'ney aSRignment below 30 Mels which were: 
(i) Authorized in a station license issued to the same 
licensee or for a station on board the same 'Vessel 
prior to January 1, Hi;)~; or Oi) formerly used in a 
U.S. Government or foreign station on board the same 
vessel prior to January 1, 1959; 
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(4) Other radio transmitters licensed for operation 
on any frequency assignment below 30 )'lc/8 prior to 
.Tanuary 1, 1959, which are authorized in a station li­
cense issued to the same licensee or for a station on 
hoard the same vessel until they are authorized in a 
new or renewed station license issued in response to 
an application filE'd after June 1, 1963; 

(5) Other radio transmitters leased fOr operation on 
board a vessel and licensed for operation on aDy fre­
quency assignment below 30 l\Ic/s prior to January 1, 
1959, which are subsequently leased by the same lessor 
for use by a station or stations on board another ves­
sel or other vessels until they are authorized in a Dew 
or renewed station license issued in response to an ap­
plirotion filed after June 1, 1963, 

(e) When an emis.sion outside of the authorized 
emission bandwidth causes harmful interference to an 
authorized service the Commission may require more 
attenuation of such emission than specified in para­
graph (b) of this section. 

[I 81.1.16 (d) (8) a8 amended eft. 10-12-64; IV(64)-1] 

§ 83.137 Modulation requirements. 
(a) Transmitters using A3 emission shall be capa­

ble of proper technical operation with modulation of 
75 percent on peaks but not more than 100 percent 
on negative peaks. Each such transmitter shall be 90 

adjusted that the transmission of speech and the in­
ternational radiotelephone alarm signal, if provision 
is made for transmission of the signal, normally pro­
duce peak modulatiop percentages within those limits. 

(b) Transmitters using F3 emission shall be capa­
ble of proper technical operation with a frequency 
deviation of 15 kc/s, which is defined as 100 percent 
modulation, and, in general, shall be adjusted 90 that 
transmission of speech normally produces, on this 
basis. peak modulation IM"rcentages betwef>n 75 and 
100 percent. 

§ 83.138 

(c) Single sideband and independent sideband 
tram;mitters shall be capable of single sideband opera­
tion in the following modes: 

(1) With the carrier emitted at a power level at 
least 40 decibels below peak envelope power; and 

(2) For transmitters operating on frequencies below 
4 ::\-Ic/s, with the carrier emitted at a power level 
between 3 and 6 decibels below peak envelope power. 

(d) In single sideband operation, the sideband on 
the higher frequency side of the carrier frequency 
shall be transmi tted. 

(e) Single sideband and independent sideband 
transmitters shall automatically limit the peak en· 
ve'lope power to the authorized transmitter power. 

(f) Radiot ~lephone transmitters shall automatically 
prevent modulation in excess of 100 percent when using 
A3 or F3 emissions. This requirement shall not apply 
to survival craft station transmitters or to transmitters 
not required to be type accepted or with a transmitter 
power not exceeding 3 watts. In the eyent the 
operation of any licensed radiotelephone transmitter 
causes harmful interference to any authorized radio 
Rervice by reason of excessive modulation, the Com­
mission may, in its discretion. require that the use 
of such transmitter be discontinued until it will auto­
matically prevent modulation in excess of 100 percent. 

§ 83.138 Special requirements for ship radar trans-
mitters. 

(a) Each radar transmitter authorized in a shIp­
radar station (other than in a developmental station) 
must be type-approved by the Commission, pursuant 
to the type approval procedure set forth in Part 2 of 
this chapter. In addition to meeting all other appli­
cable requirements such transmitters shall comply 
with the following limitations and conditions: 

(1) The design and construction of the radar trans-
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rnitter shall be such that, when properly installed, its 
use ,,,ill not produce harmful interferE-lice to any other 
radiodetermination serYice or any maritime mobile 

service; 
(:!) The radar transmitter ~hall not have means 

available for any external adjustment \vbich call re­
sult in a deviation from the terms of the station au­
thorization or any deviation from the applicable tech­
nical requirements for sbip-radar stations stipulated 

in this part. 

§ 83.139 Transmitters required to be type accepted 
for licensing. 

(a) Each radiotelephone transmitter authorized in 
a ship station or marine-utility station (other than 
transmitters authorized solely for developmental sta­
tions) must be type accepted by the Commission. 

(b) Each survival craft station transmitter which 
has not been type approved pursuant to § 83.469 or 
83.472 shall be type accepted for licensing. 

§ 83.140 Type acceptance of equipment. 

(a) Any manufacturer of a radio transmitter in­
tended for use or used in ship stations, marine utility 
stations, or ~uryival craft stations may request type 
acceptance of such transmitters by following the type 
acceptance procedure set forth in Part 2 of this chap-­
ter: Provided, however, That the provisions of this 
section do not apply to transmitters provided for com­
pliance \vith the radiotelegraph requirements of title 
III, part II of the Communications Act of 1934. 

(b) Type acceptance of a radio transmitter may be 
requested also by an applicant for a station authoriza­
tion by following the type acceptance procedure set 
forth in Part 2 of this chapter. Such transmitters, if 
type accepted, are not normally included in the COID­

mis..<:.ion's "Radio Equipment List, Part C", but are 
individually identified on the station authorization. 

§ 83.141 Special requirements for survival craft sta­
tions. 

(a) Equipment provided for use in survival craft 
stations shall, if capable of transmitting on : 

(1) The frequency 500 kc/s, be able to use class A2 
emission; 

(2) The frequency 2182 kc/s, be able to use class A3 
emission; 

(3) The frequency 8364 kc/s, be able to use class A2 
emission; 

(4) The frequency 121.5 Mc/~, be limited to class 
A2 emission. 

(b) If a receiver is provided, it shall be capable of 
receiving the frequency and types of emission which 
the transmitter is capable of using: Provided, That if 
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the transmitter frequenc~' is 8364 kc/s the receiYer 
shall be capable of receiving Al and A2 emission 
throughout the band 8320--8745 kc/s: And further 
prO'l.;ided, That if the transmitter frequency is 121.5 
11c/8, the receiver shall be capable of receiving A3 
emission. 

(c) Survival craft transmitters operating on the 
frequency 500 kc/s or on the frequency 8364 kc/s shall 
be capable of manual keying. If provisions are made 
for automatically transmitting the radiotelegraph 
alarm Signal or the radiotelegraph distress signal, such 
provisions shall meet the requirements of § 83.557 
(b) (4) (i), (ii), (v), and (vi). 

§ 83.142 Apparatus for generating automatically the 
radiotelephone alarm signal. 

(a) Any device for generating the radiotelephone 
alarm signal (as defined by § 83.245 (b) ) by automatic 
means shall be capahle of being taken out of opera­
tion at any time in order to permit the immediate 
transmission of a distress call and message. The de­
yiee shall ('omply with the following requirements: 

(1) The tolerance of the frequency of each tone 
shall be plus or minus 1.5 percent; 

(2) The tolerance on the dUration of eaeh tone shall 
be plus or minus 50 milliseconds; 

(3) The interval between Successive tones shall not 
exceed 50 milliseconds; 

(4) The ratio of the amplitude of the stronger tone 
to that of the weaker shall he ,,,Uhin the range 1 to 
1.2. 

(b) Except for experimental or trial operation un· 
der developmental station authorization, any device for 
generating the radiotelephone alarm signal by auto­
matic means, which is used. or operated by a mobile 
station subject to this part for transmission of that 
signal, shall be of a trpe specifically aIlpro,'ed. by the 
Commission in respect to its accuracy, reliability, and 
other relevant characteristics. 

SUBPART F-OPERATOR REQUIREMENTS 

[Subpart F (U 83.151-83.158 deleted and new §§ 83.-
151-88.165 adopted) eff.11-3-67; IV(64)-10] 

§ 83.151 Graded values of commercial radio operator 
authorizations. 

(a) The classes of commercial radio operator au­
thorizations are arranged in order of dl:'s-cending value 
for the purposes of this part, as follows: 

T-l, Radiotelegraph first-class operator license. 
T-2, Radiotelegraph second·class operator licensE'. 
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TLT, Temporary limited radiotclegraph second· class operator 

Hcense. 
P-l, Radiotelepbone first-class operator licellse. 
1'-2, Radiotelephone second-class operator licensf'. 
T-;{. Ru(tiot{'if'gTuph thiI'LI-class operator permit. 
1'-:-:. HauiotelephoIlI' Ihir(l-ciass opf'ratc.r permit. 
ItP. Restricted radiotE'lf'ph(}ne operator permit. 

§ 83.152 Operator required. 

(a) Except a::; otherwise provided in ~ 83.164, the 
aetua} operation of tral1:o;mitting apparatus in any ra­
dio station in the maritime mobile or maritime radio­
dNermination sen-iet' on board fL :-:hill of the United 
States :-:hall be performed on1r by a person holding a 
eOlllmercial radio operator license or permit of the 
required class. The minimulll class of radio operator 
authorization required for operatioll of each specific 
classification of station is set forth in this subpart; 
subject, howe,er, to the provisions of §§ 83.160, 83.161. 
alld 83.162. 

(b) A::; used in this ::;ubpart, "radio officer" on a :-:hip 
of the "Cnited StatE'S means a persall holding at least a 
first- or second-dass radiotelegraph operator license, 
as prescribed and issued by the Commission. 

(c) A::; used in this subpart, "qualified opf'rator," 
"operator," or "certified person" on a ship of the 
rnited States means a person holding a commercial 
radio operator license or permit of the proper dast', 
as prescribed and issued by the Commission. 

§ 83,153 Location of operator. 

When an operator is required for the operation of a 
station subject to this part, such operator shall, when­
eve-r the transmitting apparatus is being operated, be 
on duty at the principal operating position or a con­
trol point of the :-:.tation and. ~ubject to the lawful 
authority of thf' maste-r. shall be in charge of the 
station. 

§ 83.155 Operator(s) required by Title III of Com­
munications Act of 1934. 

(a) Eaeh passenger ship of the United States which 
in aceordance with Part II of Title III of the Communi­
cations Act is equipped with a radiotelegraph station 
.--ball for 1'laff'ty purpo:-:.es earry at least. nne radio of­
ficer holding a radiotelf'graph first-clags OllE'rator li­
cense, and in addition at least one radio officer holding 
a. radiotelegraph first- or second-class operator license 
or a temporary limited radiotelegraph operator license: 
Prodded, That the holder of a radiotelegraph second­
class operator license or a temporary limited radio­
tdE'graph operator licE'nse may not act as chief radio 
officer. 
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(b) Each cargo ship of the rnited :::;tates which in 
accordance ,yith Part II of Title III of the Communica­
tions Act is equipped -with H radiotelegraph station. 
\yhkh is not fitted with a radiotelegraph auto alarm 
in prOI)er operating eondition, shall for safety purposes 
carry at least two radio officer:-;, each of 'Thom shall 
hold a radiotelegraph first- or second-das~ operator 
license or a temporary limited radiotelegraph operator 
license: Proridcd, That the holder of a radiotelegraph 
first- or second-class operator license or a temporary 
limited radiotelegraph operator license may not ad 
a~ chipf rudio officf'r until he- has had at least 6 mouths 
satisfactory service in the- aggregate as a qualified 
radiotelegraph operator in a station on board a ship 
or :-:.hips of the L'uited States. 

(c) Each cargo ship of the "Cnited States which ill 
accordance with Part II of Title III of the Communica4 

tions Act is equipped with a radiotelegraph station, 
which is fitted with a radiotelegraph auto alarm in 
proper operating condition. 1"hall for safety purposes 
carry at least one radio officer holding a radiotele­
graph first~ or second-c·lass operator license or a tem­
porary limited radiotelegraph operator license, who 
has had at least 6 months' satisfactory service in the 
aggregate as a qualified radiotelegraph operator in a 
station on board a ship or shipt". of the United States. 

(d) Eae-'b eargo i'hip of the Pnited States which in 
accordanee with Part II of Title III of the Communica­
tions Act is equipped with a radiotelephone station 
::;hall for safety purpose~ carry at least one qualified 
operator. \Yhere the power of the station does not 
f'xceed 250 watts carrier power or 1,000 watts peak 
envelope pO\yer. such operator shall hold a radiotele­
phone third-class operator permit or higher elass of 
operator authorization. Where the power of the sta­
tion exceed.-- 250 watts carrier power or 1,0(H) watts peak 
pnyelope pmyer, such operator shall, <lS a minimum. 
hold a radiotelephone sccond-duss. operator lkense. 

(e) Each vessel of the "Cnited States transporting 
more than six pas:--cngers for hire, which in accordance 
with Part III of Titk III of the Communications 
Act is (~Iuipped with a radiotelephone installation, shall 
for Hufety purposes carry at lea:-:t one (lUalitied opera­
tor. \Vhf're the po,yer of the station does not exceed 250 
watts carrier power or 1,000 watts peak en.elope power. 
sw'h operator shall hold a radiotelephone third-class 
operator pE'rrnit or higher class of operator authori­
zation. Where tlw I)o,yer of the station exceeds 250 
\yutts carrier power or 1,000 ,YattR peak em-elope powcr, 
such operator shall. as a minimum, hold a radiotele­
phone second-class operator license. 
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§ 83.156 Operator(s) required by the Saftey Conven­
tion. 

(a) Each ship of the rnited ~tates which is not 
~ubj{'ct to Part II of Title III of the Communications 
Act but which in tK'('ordance with the radio proyisiollS 
of the ~afety COlln>ntion is equipped with a radiotele­
graph station, shall for safety purllo~es cafry at least 
the number of radio officers specified in f'ubparagraphs 
(1) find (2) of this paragraph: 

(1) If fitted with a radiotelegraph auto alarm in 
lll'uver opoerating eondition: 

(i) Each cargo ship. and each passenger f<hip carry­
ing or certificated to carry 250 passengers or less, or 
more than 250 paRsengers but engaged on a yoyage 
of less than 16 hours duration between h\'o ('OIlSecU­

ti,-e ports, shall carry at least Olle radio officer holding 
a radiotE-'legraph first- or second-class operator license 
or a temporary limited radiotelegraph 'Operator li­
cf'nse; who has had Ht lE'ast 6 months' Ratisfactory serv­
ice in the aggregate as a qualified radiotelegraph op­
f'rator in a stHtion on hoard a ship or ships of the 
l'nitE'd States; 

(ii) Eaeh passenger ship carrying or certificated to 
carry more than 250 passengers and engaged on a 
'-oyage exceeding 16 hours duration between two con­
RE"Cutiye ports, shall carry at least two radio officers. 
each of ,.-hom shall hold a radiotE'legraph first- and 
second-class operator license or a temporary limited 
radiotelegraph operator license: Proridcd, That the 
hoWf'l' of a radiotelegraph second-C'laf'.s operator license 
Or a tf'mporary limited radiotelegrllph operator license 
may not act HS chief radio officer until he has had at 
least 6 months' satisfactory service in the aggregate 
aR 11 (lll1llified radiotelegraph operator in a ,<:.tation on 
board a ship or ships of the ellited States; 

(2) If not fitted with a radiotelE'graph auto alarm in 
llroper operating ('ondition: 

(i) Each cargo ship shall carry at least two radio 
Officers, ea('h of whom shall hold a radiotelegraph first­
or second-Class operator license or a temporary limited 
radiotelegraph operator license: Provided, That the 
holder of a radiotelegraph first- or st'cond-class oPf'ra­
tor license or a temporary limited radiotelegraph op­
erator license nwy not act as chief radio officer until 
he has had at least 6 months' satisfactory :,;en'ice in 
the aggregate as a qualified radiotelegraph operator in 
a station on board a ship or ships of the "Cnited States: 

(ii) Eaeh passenger ship shall carry at least one 
radio officer holding a radiotelegraph ftrst-dass opera­
tOr license, and in addition at least one radio officer 
holding a radiotelegraph first- or second-class operator 
license or a temporary limited radiotelegraph opera­
tor license: Proriaed, That the holder of a radiotele-
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graph second-class operator license or a temporary 
limited radiotelegraph operator license may not act 
as chief radio officer. 

(b) Each cargo ship of the United States \\'hich is 
not subject to- Part II of Title III of the Communica­
tions Act but which in aCcordance with the radi() pro­
yisions of the Safety Conyention ito' equipped with a 
radiotclC'phone station, shall for safety purposes carry 
at least one qualified operator. "~here the po\ver of the 
station does not exceed 250 ,.-atts carrier po'Yer or 1.00Cl 
watts peak envelope pmver such operator shall hoid a 
radiotelephone third-class operator permit or higher 
class of operator authorization. 'Vhere the power of the 
station exceeds 250 watts carrier power or 1,()(X) watts 
peak enyelope power such operator shall, as a mini­
mum, hold a radiotelephone 8econd-class operator 
license. 

§ 83.157 Certified persons required by the Great Lakes 
Radio Agreement. 

(a) For the purpose of complYing with Article 7, 
pluagraph l{a) of the Great Lakes Radio Agreement. 
there shall be on board each "Lnited States vessel while 
subject to said agreement, as an officer or member of 
the crew, at leaRt one person whof:'e qualifications for 
radiotelephone operation for Rafety purpOses on the 
Great Lakes have bE.'en certified. ",'here the pow~ .. of 
the station does not exceed 250 watts carrier power or 
1,000 watts peak em-elope power sueh certified perSOn 
shall hold a radiotelephone third-class operator per­
mit or higher class operator authorization. 'Vhere the 
pO\yer of the station exceeds 250 watts carrier power 
or 1,000 watts peak envelope po,yer, such certified 
person shall, as a minimum, hold a radiotelephone sec­
ond-class operator license. 

(b) If the vessel is deprived of tlle senices of the 
certified person referred to in paragraph (a) of this 
section without fault or collusion of the master, the 
vessel may, as a matter of temporary expediency, pro­
ceed on her voyage: Prodded, That: 

(1) The ma:,;ter Rhall exercise due diligence in an 
cffort to obtain a qualified replaC'cment befOre sailing, 
and failing that shall ('xereise due diligence to obtain 
a qualified rE'plaCemellt as soon as practicable; 

(2) The qualified replacement is made at the destina­
tion on the Great Laketo' of the vessel before proeeeding 
on another yoyage; and 

(3) In addition to the foregoing. the master to'hall, 
within 12 hour8. after the time of arrh-al of the Y('ssel 

at the destination, lllail to the Heeretary. Federal Com­
munications Commission, 'YashingtoIl, D.C. 20554. an 
explanation in writing of the full particulars in the 
matter, induding the date the master became aware 
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of the ulluyuilability of the certified. peri'on, the sched­
ull?d and the aetual _"ailing time of the yessel without 
a certified person OIl board, a ~vecific description of hif:: 
efforts to secure at lE'nst onE' qualified replacement be­
fore sailing; and in the cal'e of a ,-essel \vhose destina­
tion is nil the Grpat Lakes, a statement that a quali­
fied replacement hai> been or will be secured before the 
shill again h'uyps such port. 

§ 83.159 Operator requirements for non compulsory 
stations. 

De8cription oj station 
Pubi!c ship telegraph, all categorie~ ___ _ 
Limited ship telegraph _______________ _ 

Public or limited ship telephone, more 
than 2JO ,,'a tts carrier power or 1,I}OO 
watts peak enyelope power _________ _ 

Publie or limited ship telephone, Dot 
morE' thaD 250 watts carrier power or 
1,000 watts peak E'nYel(}pe power _____ _ 

Public or limited ship telephone, Dot 
more than 100 ,,,atts carrier power or 
400 watts pE'uk em-elope power _____ _ 

",fariDe utility ship _________________ _ 

Ship radioloeation-test, using radar 
only ____________________________ _ 

Minimum 
opera-tor 

authorization 
'1'-2 or TLT 
T-3 

P-2 

P-3 

RP 
RP 

P-2, with ship­
radar endorse­
ment. 

§ 83,160 Limitations applicable to commercial radio 
operator permits. 

(a) 'With respect to any station subject to this part 
which the holder of a radiotelegraph or radiotelephone 
third-cla:ois operator permit or restricted radiotelephone 
operator permit may operate, the following provisions 
,..;hall apply: 

(1) The holder of such a permit is prohibited from 
making any equipment adjustmentR that may result 
in improper transmitter operations; 

(2) The operation of the transmitter I'hall require 
only the use of simple external switching devices, ex­
duding all lllanual adjustments of frequency deter­

mining elements, and the stability of the frequencies 
.'<hall be maintained by the transmitter itself within 
the limits of tolerance specified by § 83.131 or the sta­
tion license. 

§ 83.161 Control by operator. 

(a) When the s-tation is a ship station used for te­
lephony, the operator may, if authorized by the station 
licensee or the mu:-:tE'r (the lattE'r acting in this re­
spect a!'; the ~tation licensee':,; agent), permit an un­
liCE'llSed person to speak into a station microphone: 
Proddcd, '],hat the operator shall continue to exer-
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cise his control ~o as to ensure operation of the sta­
tion in compliauf'e with the radio law- and thf' rule~ 
unf! regulatiolls of the Commission. 

(h) For the purpose of paragraph (a) of this SE'{'­

tion. ally microphone, without regard to it,..; loc'ation 
on board ship, nUlY hE" construed to he a .-;tation micro­
phone when it is E'lectricully connected to the modulat­
ing s)-stem of the radiotelE'phone transmitting appara­
tn~. 

(c) When the .-;tatioll is uspd for telegraphy, trans­
mitted manually by ally type of the ~rorse codf', the 
transmitting telegravh key shall. wllerew·r its loca­
tion, be manipulated only by a person who holds a 
rmliote-lf'graph operator license or permit of the llrollE'r 
dass. 

§ 83.162 Adjustment of transmitting apparatus. 

l\'ohdthstanding ally other proYisions of this :-;ubpart 
(except § S;3.1G-4 (n) (2) and (b), whh:h has specific ap­
plicabilit,v to ship radar statio1ls. and to surviyal craft 
stations), all adjustments of radio trnnsrnitting ap­
paratus in any station subject to thi~ part during or 
coincident with the installation, ser\'icing. or main­
tenance of ~uch apparatus which may affect the proper 
operation of such station, must he perfornwd by or un­
der the immediate supervision and responsibility of a 
person holding a first- or second-class operator license 
or a tE'mporary limited radiotelegraph operator license, 
who shall be responsible for the proper functioning of 
the station equipment: Pro'riricd, !lOIterCr, That only 
pE'rsons holding a radiotelegraph first- or second-claRs 
operator license or a temporary limitpd radiotelegraph 
operator license, shall perform such functions at radio­
telegraph stations transmitting by any type of the 
~rorse code_ 

§ 83.164 Waivers of operator requirement. 

(a) (1) Xo radio operator lic-t"llse is required for the 
operation on board ship, durin~ the ('ourse of normal 
rendition of senice, of a ship radar station: Prorided, 
Thllt the- following conditions are met or provided for 
hy the lkensee of the station: 

(i) The radar E'1)uipment shall employ as its fre­
quency determining element a non tunable, pulse-tYIle 
magnetron; 

(ii) The- radar equipment ~han be capable of being 
operated during the eourse of normal rendition of sen-­
ice in accordance "\-vjth the radio law and the rules 
and regulations of the Commission by means of exclu­
si,ely external controls: 

(2) All adjustments or tesb:; during or coincident 
with the installation, servicing, or maintenance of the 
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equipment while it i:-; radiating energy must be per­
forme,d by or under the immediate supervision and 
re!'ponsibility of a person holding a temporary lim­
ited radiotelegraph operator license or a first- or sec­
oncl-cla81l cOllullerrial radio operator license, radiotele­
pholle or radiotelegraph. containing a ship-radar en­
dorsement, who ~hall be responsihle for the proper 
fUlletioning of the equipment in 3('('o1'dan('(' with the 
radio law and the Commission's rules and regulations 
and for the avoidance and prevention of harmful in­
terferf'IlCe from iml)roper transmitter external effects: 
Pro-riden, 'wu'cl'er, That nothing in this subparngraph 
shall be construE"d to prevf'nt persons not holding such 
licenses, or not holding such Jieensel'1 f<.0 endorsed. from 
making replacemenb:. of fuses or of reeeiying-type 
tubes. 

f b) )io radio operator authorization is required for 
the ,-,peration of a survintl craft ~tation while it is 
being used solely for survival purpos('f<.. 

§ 83.165 Posting of operator authorization. 

(n) Except as provided in p.1.ragraph (b) of this 
sec-tion, when an operator is required for the opera­
tion of a station subject to this part, the original au­
thorization of each such operator ,yhile he is em­
ployed or designated as radio operator of the sta­
tion shall be postf'd in a c-onspicuous place at the prin­
cipal loclltion on board ship at ,yhicb the station is 
operated. 

(b) An operator \yIlo holds a RestrictE'd Radiotele­
phone Operator Permit or a valid license verification 
card (FCC Form 75!3.-F) attesting to the E'xistel1ce of a 
eoml1H'rl'ial radio operator license of the diploma type, 
may, in lieu of posting, have such permit or yerifica­
tion card in his personal possession immediatel;r antil­
able for inspection upon relluest by a Commerl'ial rep­
rp.sentatiyf' when operating the foll(n:\'ing: 

{1) A station which if; not required to be installed on 
the yessel by rea:-:.on nf statute or treaty to \yhkh the 
rnitcd States is a party; 

(2) Any dass of ~hip station when the operator is 
on board ~olely for the purpose of ,'"'erYic'ing the radio 
equipment; 

(3) A station of a portable nahlre. 

[Subpart F (§§ 8,J.151-8/J.158 deleted and new §§ 83.-
1,-jl-Sa.1U5 ndoptcll) elf. 11-;~-6i; IF (64: )-10] 

SUBPART G-GENERAL OPERATING 
REQUIREMENTS 

§ 83.171 International regulations applicable. 

In addition to being regulated by applicable rules 
of this part, the- llS~ and operation of stations subject 
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to this part shall be go,oerned by applicable provisions 
of tbe International Radio Regulations and the appli­
cable radio pro,oisions of all other international agree­
mE-nts in force to \vhich the rnited States is a party. 

§ 83.173 Authority of the master. 

(a) Except as may be regulated by la\v or inter­
national agreement or by the rules of the Commission, 
the service of each station on board ship shall at all 
times be under the supreme control of the master, ,vho 
shall require that each operator of such station com­
ply with the International Radio Regulations in force 
and that the r-hip station for which the operator is 
responsible is used, at all times, in accordance with 
those regulations. 

(b) Ho\vever, during any period in which the De­
partment of Defense lawfully may exercise and is in 
fact lawfully exercising emergency controls oyer 
enited States merchant shipping, no provisions of the 
Comndssion's rules ancI regulations shall prevent the 
master of any ship of the United States from taking 
any action whatsoeve-r in regard to the radio installa­
tion, the operators, the transmission and receipt of 
messages, and the radio service of the ship whenever 
in his discretion such adion is necessary to carry out 
instrudions of the Department of Defense, 

§ 83.174 Secrecy of communication. 

The master or the person responsible, as well as all 
persons ''''ho may have knowledge of the text or even 
of the existence of the radio communications trans­
mitted or received hy a station on board ship or of any 
information whatever obtained by mE-ans of the radio­
('ommunication service of sO('h station, shall be under 
the obligation of observing and insuring the secrecy of 
('OlIllllunications to (he extent required by the Gom­
munications Act and the International Radio Regu­
lations. 

NOTE: See secs. 501, 502, and 605 of the Communications 
Act; also Article 17 of the International Radio Regulatiom. 
Geneva, 1959. 

§ 83.175 Intercommunication in mobile service. 

Each ship station in the maritime mobile service at 
sea ",hall, within the scope of its normal operations, be 
bound to exchange radio communications or signals 
with any oth£>r ship station or aircraft station in the 
maritime mobile service at ~ea or with any public coast 
station in the maritime mobile seryice: Provided, 
That su('h exdwnge of radio communk'fttions shall be 
without distinction as to radio systems or instruments 
adopted by each station. 

§ 83.176 Priority of communications to be observed. 

Ship statiom; in the maritime mobile servk-e shall 
ouserve at all times the priority of eommnnications 
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set forth in § 83.177; in particular, all such stations 
shall give absolute priority to radio communications 
or signals relating to any ship or aircraft in distress: 
shall, when any distress signal or communication is 
anticipated or intercepted; cease all transmission on 
frequencies which may interfere with any station hear· 
ing sueh radio communication or signal of distress ex­
cept when engaged in answering or aiding the ship or 
aircraft in distress, and shall assist the vessel or air­
craft in distress, so far as possible, by complying 
with its instructions. 

§ 83.117 Order of priority of communications. 
(a) The order of priority of radiotelegraph COlli­

munications in the maritime mobile service on any 
frequency used for this service shall be as follo\\"s: 

(1) Distress ealls (induding the international dis­
tress signal for radiotelegraphy) / the international 
radiotelegraph alarm ~ignaV the international radio· 
telephone alarm signaV distress messages, and distress 
traffic. 

(2) Communications preceded by the international 
radiotelegraph urgency signal. 

(3) Communications preceded by the international 
radiotelegraph safety signal. 

(4) Oommunications relative to radio direction· 
finding bearingi'. 

(5) Communications relative to the navigation and 
safe movement of aircraft. 

(6) Communications relatite to the navigation, 
movements, and needs of ships; including weather 
obsen-ation messages destined for an official mete­
orological service. 

(7) GOYernment communications for which priority 
right has been claimed. 

(8) SeniC'e communications relating to the working 
of the radio-communication sen'ice or to communi­
cations preYiously transmitted. 

(9) All other 'Communications. 
(b) The order of priority of radiotelephone com­

munications in the maritime mobile senice on any 
frequency used for this service shall be as follows: 

(1) Distress calls (including the international dis­
tress signal for radiotelephony) ,1 the international 
radiotelephone alarm signaV distress messages. and 
distress traffic. 

(2) Communications preC'eded by the international 
radiotelephone urgency signal, or known to the sta­
tion licensee or his agent to consist of one or more 
urgent message~ concerning the safety of a ship, air­
craft. or other m(}bile unit or of some person on board 
or within sight of the ship, aircraft, or mobile unit. 

(3) Communications preceded by the international 
radiotelephone safety signal, or known to the station 
licensee or his agent to consist of one or more mes­
sages concerning the safety of navigation or important 
meteorological warnings. 

(..j.) C-ommunieations known by the station liC'ensee 

l See § 83.234 for definition of this signal. 
2 See § 83.245 for definition of this si!1:nlll. 
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or his agent to consist of one or more messages relative 
to the navigation, movements, and needs of ships; in­
cluding weather obsenation messages destined for an 
official meteorological ser-rice. 

(5) Government communications for whiC'h priority 
right has been claimed. 

(6) All other communieations. 

§ 83.178 Unauthorized transmissions. 
Stations subject to this pare shall not: 
(a) Engage in superfluous radiOC'ommunication; 
(b) rse selective calling on 2182 kc/s or 156.8 )'Ic/s; 
(c) When using telephony, transmit a general call 

or transmit signals or communications not addressed 
to a particular station or stations: Pro'Cidcd, That this 
provision is not applicable to the transmission of 
distres..o;, alarm, urgency, or safety signals. or to mes­
sages preceded by one of these signals; 

(d) When using telegraphy, transmit a general call 
or transmit signals or communications not addressed 
to a particular station or stations, unless the trans­
mission is preceded by CQ or CP in accordance with 
the International Radio Regulations, or by distress, 
alarm, urgency, or safety signals. 

§ 83.179 Control by coast or government station. 

When communicating with a coast station or any 
government station in the maritime mobile service, 
ship stations shall, except when transmitting distress 
signals or controlling distress traffic, comply with in­
struetions given by the coast station or government sta­
tion relative to the order and time of transmission, to 
the ('hoice of authorized frequeney, to the suspension 
of communication, and to the permissible type of mes­
sage traffic that may be transmitted or received by the 
particular coast station or government station. This 
provision, however, does not apply in the event of 
distress, either actual or impending. 

§ 83.180 Cooperative use of frequency assignments. 

Unless provided otherwise in this part, or in the par­
ticular station authorization. E'3ch radio-channel au­
thorized for use by a station on board ship subject 
to this part is available for such use on a shared basis 
only and shall not be construed as available for the ex­
clusive use of anyone station or anyone station li­
censee. All station lkenst:>el' shall ('ooperate in the use 
of their respecti.e frequency assignment in order to 
minimize interferencE:" and obtain the most effective use 
of the authorized radio-channel:::. 

§ 83.181 Prevention of interference. 
(a) From the standpuint of interference the opera­

tion of a ship radio station (including receiving equip­
ment, llllto-alarm, and direetion-finder) required by 
law to be installed on board a vessel for safety pur­
poses. shall ha,'e priority m'er the operation of any 
other radio apraratll~ on board the same vesseL 

(b) Before commenc-jng transmiSf'oion (other than 
signals of distresH) a ship station shall, insofar as is 
pradicable, make sure that it will not cause inter­
ferem'e to c-ommunications in the maritime mobile 
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service being carried on within its range. For this 
purP01'(', the operator attending the station shall, be­
fore eOllmenl'ing transmission. nse the necessary rE:'­
(,f'iving installation to listen on the appropriate fre­
quency or frequencies. If inte-rference is likely, the 
~tation shall wait until the existin~ communications. 
whieh it may distnrb, have been concluded; with due 
rE'gard, ne,·erthf'les.." for the priority of communica­
tions designated in § 83.177. 

(c) Wht>ne,er a radiocommunkation in the mari­
time mobile service is already in progress between two 
mobile stations or between a mobile station and a coast 
l'tatioll and it. 3Pl)f'nr;;:. to hf' interfered with by 11 sub­
:-:.eqnent transmission from another mobile station, the 
latter mu, ... t ('pn:-;e tran~mitting at the first requ€>st of 
either of the other two. E'Xl'f>IJt a:-: priority rna;\" be other­
wise determined by * S,1.177. TIlE' ;;tation requE'5<ting 
this ee.'>Mtion Blust indi('ate the approximate length of 
the wait imposed upon the mobile station whose trans­
mission i;; suspended. 

(d) EXCE'pt in cases of distres:-:, communications be­
tween ship stations or between :-:hip and aireraft sta­
tions mnst not interfere with the work of pnblic coast 
stations. When this work is thns interfered with, the 
ship or aircraft station \vhich cam:.es it must stop 
tramnnitting or change frequem'Y upon the first request 
of the ('oast station ('onc'erned, 

(e) Ship stations whpn operating on a frequency be­
low 3;')00 kilocyclE'S or alion 30 ),r('/~ shall not earry on, 
or attempt to carryon, communication with any sta­
tion which, under the currE'ntly prevailing eonditions 
of tran~mission or reception, is not within reliable eorn­
Illunkation range of thf' ship station: Pro'eiden. That 
thi~ provision shall not apply in f'vent of distres.'l, 
E'ither actual or impending. 

§ 83,1&2 Suspension of transmission. 

Transmission shull be sllspended immediately upon 
dt'tedion by the ~tation or operator licensee. or upon 
uotifif'ation by the ('01ll1l1i~sion. of a dedatioll from 
the tE"('hnil-al requirellwnts of the station authorization. 
and shall remain suspended until such deviation is 
('url'f'df'd, f'xC't'pt for trnnl';mi:'tsion concerning the im­
mediate safety of life or property, in which casE' trans­
lllis~inn shall lit' sUSpf'IHle(t :ls :-:oon IL'4 the elllerg;ency 
i:-1 tel"minuted. 

§ 83.183 Hours of service of ship stations. 

(a) Ship stations whose senke is not eontinuou:o; 
Illay not close before: 

(1) Finishing all operations ri:"sulting from a di:-;­
tress ('all, or urgency or :-;aft"ty signal; 

(2) Exchanging. ~o far as practicable and within 
the SCOPE" of their nonllal OI)f'ration, all traffic originat­
ing in or destined for puhlk eoast stations situatPd 
within thf'ir range and mobUe ;.:.tations 'Thkh, being 
within their range. hav-e indicated their pr{'S('IH"e be­
forf' the actual cessation of NJlUillunieation. 

§83.184 Maintenance of station log. 

(a) Et1(,h station on )joar(l ~hill suhjE'Ct to this lJarl 
whieh is rl;'qnire(l, under the proTisious of this part 
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pertaining to the particular class of station, to keep a 
radio station log. shall in addition, comply with the 
applicable provision~ of paragraphs (b) and (c) of 
this section; the station lieensee and the licensed radio 
operator (when a licen:-:ed radio operator is required) 
in eharge of the station :<hall be responsible for com­
pliance with this sedion. 

(b) The log ~hall be kept in an orderly manner. 
in useable form, and in such detail that the informa­
tion required for the particular class of station con­
cerned is readily a Tailable. Key letters or abbrevi· 
ations may be used if their proper meaning or explan­
ation is contained elsewhere in the same log. 

(c) The station log or any portion thereof shall not 
be erased, obliterated, or wilfully destroyed within 
the period of retention required by § 83.115. How­
ever. during this period any necessary correction may 
be made of such log but only by the person originating 
the entry and that person :-;hall strike out the errone­
ons portion, initial the correction made, and indicate 
the date of correction. 

SUBPART H-WATCHES AND AUTO 
ALARMS FOR SAFETY PURPOSES 

§ 83.201 Watch required during silence periods. 

(a) All ship stations employing telegraphy and 
normally keE'ping: ,Yatch on frequencies in the author­
ized hands between 40.'5 and 535 kc/s shall, during their 
hours of s€'rviee, take the necessary measures to insure 
an efficient watch by a duly licens€'d radiotelegraph 
operator on the international distress frequency 500 
kc/s for three minute-s bvice earh hour, beginning at 
x h. 15 and x h. 45, Greenwich mean time (G:l.fT). 
For this purpose. either headphones or a loudspeaker 
may be used, on condition that u:-:e of the louds-peaker 
is no less "ffeC'th'e than nse of headphones. 'Vhile 
maintaining thiH watch, the operator "hall not use or 
operate any radio equipment (such as, for examples. 
broade-ast receivers. or amateur transmitters or re­
eeiwrs) not aetually rf'quired for maritime mobile 
servke. 

(b) 'Yhen in Regions 1 and 3 (except in the terri­
torial waters of Japan and the Philippines) all ship 
stations employing telephony and normally keeping 
watch on frequencies in the authorized band between 
160.'5 nnd 28:-;0 k(:/s shall. during their hours of service, 
and as far as pO~llible, take steps to keep watch on 
the international distress frequency 2182 kc/s for 3 
ll1inute~ twice each hour lwginning at x h. 00 and x h, 
30. Gref'nwir'h mean timE', 

§ 83_202 Watch required on yessels subject to the 
Communications Act. 

(a) Each ship of thf' l"nited RtateH which is 
i'qlliPIJPd with tl rtlCliotelpgraph station for l'ompliance 
with ll<lrt II of title III of the Comlllunieations Act 
shall. while being nUTiguted in the 0lwn SE'tl oubide of 
a hnrbor or port, keep a C'ontillUOU1'1 and efficient watch 
on ;)00 kc/s b-y means of radio officers: Pro·dded, h01r-
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ever, That in lieu thereof on a cargo ship equipped 
with a radiotelegraph auto alarm in proper operating 
condition an efficient watch on 500 kc/s shall be main~ 
tained by means of a radio officer for at least 8 bours 
per day in the aggregate, i.e., for at least one-third of 
each day or portion of each dar that the vessel is navi­
gated in the open sea outside of a harbor or port. 

(b) Each cargo ship of the l:nited States which is 
equipped with a radio-telephone station for compliance 
with part II of title III of the Communications Aet 
shall, while being navigated in the open se-a outside of 
a harbor or port. keep a continuous and efficient watch 
on 2182 kc/s in the room from which the vessel is nor­
mally steered while at sea, wht:'never such station is 
not being used for authorized traffic. Such watch shall 
be maintained by at least one- officer or member of the 
crew of the vessel who has been designated by the 
master to do so. The person designated by the master 
may simultaneously perfonn other duties relating to 
the operation or navigation of the vessel, provided such 
other duties do not interfere with the effE'Ctiveness of 
the watch. 

(c) Each vessel of the United States transporting 
more than six passengers for hire, which is equipped 
with a radio-telephone installation for compliance with 
part III of title III of the Communications Act shall, 
,yhile being navigated in the open sea or any tidewater 
vdthin the jurisdi('tion of the United States adjacent 
or contiguous to the open sea, keep a continuous and 
efficient watch all 2182 kc/s in the case of an installa­
tion operating in the 1605--3500 kc/s band, or on 156.8 
)Ic/s in the- case of an installation operating in the 156-
1741\Ic/s band, whenever such installation is not being 
used for authorized traffic. Such watch shall be main­
taine-d by at le-ast one office-r or member of the crew 
of the vessel ·who has been designated by the master 
to do so. The person designated by the master may 
simultaneously perform other duties relating to the 
operation or navigation of the vessel, provided such 
other duties do not interfere with the effectiveness of 
the watch. 

§ 83.203 Watch required on vessels subject only to the 
Safety Convention. 

(a) Each ship of thE' "CnitE'd States which iN 
equipped with a l'udiote-legraph 8.tation for ('ompli­
anee with the SafE'ty Convention. but ,yhieh is not fitted 
,yjth a radiotelegraph auto alarm in proper operating 
('ondition, shall while at sea keep a continuous and 
f'fficient watch on ;')00 kc/s by means of radio oBit'en:. 
If fitted with a radiotE'legraph auto alarm in prop2r 
operating condition. such watch :-:haH bE' kE'pt whilf> 
at sea as follmvs: 

(1) Each cargo ship, and each passenger ship car­
rying or ~prtifi<'ated to ('arry 2;)0 passengers or less, or 
more than 250 p<1.SSellgers but pngagE'd on a voyage of 
less than 16 bours uuration between two consecutive 
ports, at. least 8 hours ,Yatch a day in the aggreg<ttE'; 

(2) Each passenger ship carrying or certificated to 
('arry morp than 2:-lO pa~sengf'l'~ and pngaged on a voy­
age exceeding 1() hours duration bet,yeen b"vo consecu-
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tive ports, at least 16 hours watch a day in the aggre­
gate. 

(b) Each ('argo ship of the United States which is 
equipPE"d ,vith a radio-telE'phone station for compliance 
with the Safety Convention shall, while at sea, keeP 
a c-ontinuous and efficient watch on 2182 kc/s in the 
lllanner prescribed by § 83.202 (b). 

§ 83.204 Provisions governing radiotelegraph watch. 

(a) For the purpose of keeping the required radio­
telegraph watch on 500 kc/s the radio officer shall use 
the main or reserve receiver, and either headphones 
or a loudspeaker. 

(b) While keeping this watch, the radio officer shall 
not use or operate any radio equipment (such as, for 
examples. broadcast receivers or amateur transmitters 
or receiYers) not actually required for maritime mo­
bile service. 

((') During the period of this watch, the radio officer 
may temporarily interrupt the required watch on 500 
kc/s while he is transmitting or rece-iving signals or 
messages to or from a station operating in the mari­
time mobile service, but only if it is not feasible to 
simultaneously handle such traffic and listen on 500 
kc/s by split headphones or a loudspeaker. The watch 
on 500 kc/s shall, however, \yithout exception be main­
tained by the radio officer during the silE-nce periods. 

§ 83.205 Compulsory use of radiotelegraph auto alarm. 

The radiotelegraph auto alarm required to be fitted 
on board a cargo ship subject to the radiotelegraph 
pro.isions of part II of title III of the Communications 
Act or the Safety Convention and provided with but 
one radio officer, shall be in operation, connected to the 
main antenna and adjusted for optimum efficiency, at 
all times while the ship is being navigated in the open 
sea outside of a harbor or J,X)rt when a radio ofiicer. 
except under the circumstances as set forth in 
§ 83.204 (c), is not listening on the freque-ncy 500 kC/s. 

§ 83.206 Watch required by the Great Lakes Radio 
Agreement. 

Each ship of the United States which is equipped 
with a radiatelephon£' installation for compliance with 
the GrE'at Lakes Radio Agreement shall, while subject 
to :-aill Agreement. keep a continuous and efficient 
watch on 2182 kc/s whE'neYer such installation is not 
bE'ing used for authorized traffic on any frequency be­
low 30 Mc/s. Such watch shall he maintained by at 
least one officer or me-mber of the crew af the ves5e'1 
who has heen designated by the master to do so. The 
PE'rson designated by the master lllay simultaneously 
perform othe-r dutips relating to the operation or navi­
gation of the vessel. provided 8t1l'h other dut.iE's do not 
interfere ,vith the efff'Ctiveness of the \vatch. 

SUBPART I-GENERAL PURPOSE 
WATCHES 

§ 83.221 Watch on 500 kc/s. 
Ship stations using frequE'ncies in the authorized 

bands between 40.; and Ci35 kc/s shall, during their 
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hours of servicr:, rE"main on watch on the calling fre­
quency 500 kc/s €'X("f>pt when the operator is trnnsmit­
ting on 5(X) kc/:o;. operating the ship gtatioD equiptn.e-nt 
on any other frE:'quency authorized for transmissoion or 
reception in the maritime mobile service (including 
maintenance of the watch on 143 kc/s as provided by 
§ 83.222) if it is not possible for the operator to main­
tain at the same tim€', by any practicable means the 
watch for calls on 500 kc/s. The term "by any practic­
able means" as used herein shall he construed to in­
clude the use of a loudspeake-r or a head rec't'iver ener­
gized by an additional radio receiver (other than the 
receiver actually in use for non-watch purposes) which 
is adjusted or tuned for efi'('Ctiw' r~ption on the rndio­
channel of which 500 ke/s is the assigned frequency. 
The provisions of this section, however, shall not re­
lieve the ship from complying with the requirements 

for a safety watch as prescribed in ~§ 83.201, 83.202. 
and 83.203. 

§ 83.222 Watch on 143 kc/s. 

On condition that ('"ompliance with the following re­
quirements shall in no way interrupt or reduce the 

efficiency of the safety watch prescribed in §§ 83.201, 

83.202 and R.'-t203, f'Reh shill station equipped for work­

ing by means of class Al emission on frequencies 
within the band 90 to 160 kc/s: shall. during its hours 
of service when not engaged in communication with 
another station of the maritime mobile service, nor­
mally keep watch for calls every hour on the frequency 
143 kc/s for five minutes beginning at. x h. 35, Green­
wich mean time (G. M.T.). 

§ 83.223 Watch on 2182 kc/s. 

(a) Each ship station on board a ship navigating the 
Great Lakes and liC'f'lonsed to transmit by telephony on 
one or more frequencies within the band 16(},") to 3500 
k('/~ shall. during its hours of Sl:'-rvice for t.elephony, 
maintain an efficient wateb for reception of A3 and 
A3H emissions on the authoriZed carrier frequency 
2182 kc/s, whenever the station i!; not being 1L"1.ed for 
trallsmission on that fr~lllE'ncy or for communication 
on othe-r frequencies. 

(b) Except for stations on board veSlsels required by 
la.y to be fi .. tt.ed with radiotele-graph equipment, each 
ship station (in addition to those ship stations specified 
in paragraph (a) of this section) licensed to transmit 
by oole-phony on one- or more fre-quene-ies within the 
band 1605 to 3.")00 kc/s shall. during its hours of service­
for telephony. maintain an effic-if'nt wateh for the rp­
Cf>ption of A3 and A3H emissions on the authorized 
carrier freque-ncy 21R2 kc/s, whe-never s11ch station is 
not being uSf'(l for transmission on that frequency or 
for communication on othf'-r frequencies. When the 
t'hip sbtion i-; in R€'gion 1 or 3. sueh watc-h f-'halI, inso­
far as is possible, he maintained at least twice- each 
h-our for 3 millntes commeneing at x h. 00 and x h. 30. 
Greenwich me-an time. 
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SUBPART J-DISTRESS, ALARM, 
URGENCY, AND SAFETY 

§ 83.231 Applicable regulations. 
In addition to the gove-rning provisions of the 10-

te-ruational Radio Rf'gulations, Geneva, 1959 (see 
Article 36 there-of) applieable to the transmis,.-.ion and 
interception of distress. alarm, urgency, and safety 
signals and messagt>s. mobile stations which are sub­
ject to this part shall be governed by this subpart 
in caSf>:'. of distress, alanu, urgency. or safety trans­
missions. 

§ 8.3.232 Authority for distress transmission. 
No prm"iRion of the International Radio Regul·atiollB 

vrf''-vents thf' use by a mobile station in distress of any 
means at. its di:-:.posal to attract attention, make known 
its position, and obtain help. A distress call 'and 
message, hmvever, shall he- t.ransmitted only on the 
authority of the mas;ter or person responsible for the 
mobile station. ~o pen:on shall knowingly transmit, 
or caust'- to be transmitte-d, any false or fraudulent 
signal of distress or communieation relating thereto. 

§ 83.233 Frequencies for use in distress. 

('a) In case of distress, mobile radiotelegraph soo­
tions prodded with frequeneie-s in the band between 
405 and .').'3-, ke/s shall use the international radiotele­
graph distress frequency 500 kc/s, with maximum 

transmitter power obtainable, wht>n requesting assist­
ance from the maritime i"erdces ; the class of emission 

to be used if pos..;;ihle shall be A2. Ship radiotele­
graph stations ,yhich ('annot transmit on 500 kc/s 

should use any other a r-ailable frequency on which 
attention might be at traded. 

(b) In ease of distress, mobile radiotelephone sta­
tions provided with frf:>quf'neies in the- authorized bands 
bet"\-yeen 1605 and 4000 kc/s shall USf' the international 
radintf:>lephone distress fre·quency 2182 kc/s, preferably 
with A3 or A3H emis..-;ion, when requesting assistance 
from the maritime st'rvices. Ship radiotelephone sta. 
tions which cannot. transmit. on 2182 kc/s should use 
any other ayaiLlble freqne-ncy on which attention might 
be attracted. 

§ 83.234 Distress signals. 

(a) The international radiott>-legraph distress signal 
(·onsists of the group '·three dots, three dasbes, three 

dots" ( ••• ___ ••• ), symboli7.ed herein by SOS, 
transmitti"d as a single signal in which the dashes 
are slightly proiongf:>d sn as tn he distinguished clearly 
from the dott'. 

(b) ThE:' international radiote-If'phone distress signal 
consists of the word ~IAYDAY, prnnounced as the 
Fn'n('h expr~sion "Ill'aider". 

(t') These distress signals indieate that a mobile 
station is threatenpd by grave and imminent danger 
and requests immediate assistance. 
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§ 83.235 Distress calm. 
i a) The distress call sent by radiotelegraphy con-

sists of: 
(l) The distress signal SU~, sent three times; 
(2) The word DE; 
(3) The caU sign of the mobile station in distress. 

~t'llt thre-e times. 
(h) The db:tn>ss call sent by radiotelephony con­

sists of: 
(1) The distress signal liAYDAY spoken three 

times; 
(2) The words THIS IS; 
(3) The call sign (or name, if no call sign assigned) 

of the mobile station in distress. spoken three times. 
(c) The distress call shall have absolute priority 

oyer all other transmissions. All stations which hear 
it shall immediately cease any transmission capablf' 
of interfering ,vith the distress traffic and shall COli­
tinue to listen on the frequency used for the emis.-'"ion 
of the distress call. This call shall not be addressed 
to a particular station and acknowledgment of re­
C'E'ipt shall not be given hefore the distress mes..~ge 
which follows it is sent, 

§ 83.236 Distress messages. 

(a) The radiotelegraph distress message consists of: 

(1) The distress. Signal 80s ; 
(2) The name of the mobile station in distresf'; 
(3) Particulars of its position; 
(4) The nature of the distress; 
(;) The kind of assistance desired; 
(6) Any other information which might facilitate 

r~cue. 

(b) The radiotelephone distress message consists of: 
(1) The distress signal lIAYDAY; 
(2) ThE' name of the mobile station in distress; 
(3) Partkulars of its position; 
(4) The nature of the distress; 
(.) The kind of assis;tance desired; 
(In Any other information which might facilitate 

rE'8('ue (for example. the IE'ngth, color, and type of ves­
~E'l; number of personH on board, etc.). 

((') As a general rulE', a ship shall signal its position 
in latitude and longitude (Gr€'enwich), using figures 
for the degrees and minutes, together with one of the 
words XORTH or SO"CTH and one of the words EAST 
or WEST. In radiotelegraphy, the ~gnal • _. _._ 
shall be used to separate the degrees from the minutes, 
When praetkable, the true bearing and distance in 
nnutical mile:-l from a known gf'ographical poRition 
may be given. 

§ 83.237 Radiotelegraph distress can and message 
transmission procedure. 

I a} The radiotelegraph di:-;trl:'"SS procedure s.hall nor­
!lullly ('on >list of the following I'lix ~t€'ps; however. 
whf'n time is vital, the second step of this procedure, 
or eyen the first Itnd S-e('ond step:.., may be omitted. 
'l'he:,~ two ~teps of the distrf'S8 proc-edure may also be 
nlllittt:'d in C'ir<'umstan('f's where tran:-:mission of the 
alarm signal is ('onsidf'red unne('.f'ssary: 
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(1) The radiotE'legraph alarm signal; 
(2) The distress (-all and an interval of two min-

ntes: 
(3) The distress call; 
(4) The distress mesS~lge; 
(:)) T\"'i'n dashE'H of te-n to fifteen seconds eaeh ; 
(6) The call sign of the mobile station in distress, 
(b) The radiotelegraph distress transmissions shall 

be sent by means of the Internfitional Morse Code at 
fi speed not exceeding 16 wordR per minute nor less 
than 8 words per minute. 

(c) The distre:-;s message, preceded by the distreSR 
call. Rhall he repeated M. intel\ali", especially during 
the ;)00 kds international silen("f'- periods, until an 
answer is received. The radiotelegraph alarm signal 
may also be repeatE'd, if neceRsary, 

(d) ThE' traw,missions under paragraph (a) (5) 
and (G) of this ~eetion, whieh are to permit direction 
finding stations to determine the position of the sta­
tion in distre:,:.s may be rE'peated at frequent intervals 
if neces...;;;ary. 

(e) Whf>n the mobile station in distress reeeives no 
answ·er to a distress message tran~mitt€d on the dis­
tress frequency, the mesAAge may bf> repeated on any 
other available frequency on whi("h attention might. be 
attracted. 

§ 83.238 Radiotelephone distress call and message 
transmission procedure. 

(a) The radiotelephone distress procedure shall con­
sist of: 

(1) The rlldiotE'lephone alarm signal (whenever pos-
sible) ; 

(2) The distress call; 
(3) The distress mffi..'mge. 
(b) The radiotelephone distress transmissions shall 

be made slowly and distinctly, each word being clearly 
pronounced to fadlitate tranRcription. 

(e) After the t.ransmission by radiotelephony of its 
distress message, the mobile station may be requested 
to transmit suitable signals followed by its call sign or 
name, to permit direction-finding stations to determine 
its position. This request may be repeated at frequent 
intervals if necessary. 

(d) The distre&s message, preceded by the distress 
eall, Hhall be rE'peated at intervals until an answer is 
reeeiv(>d. This repetition shall be preceded by the ra­
diotelephone alarm 8ignal whenever possible. 

(e) When the mobile station in distress receives no 
answer to fi distresl4 message tran~mitted on the dis­
tress frequ(>ncy. the me8s.'lge may be repeated on any 
otber availabl(> frequ(>ncy on whieh attention might be 
attntcted. 

§ 83.239 Acknowledgment of receipt of distress mes­
sage. 

(a) Sta Hons of the maritime mobile serviee whkh 
rpCE'iye 11 diRtre~s mes~a~e from fi mobiJe station which 
iH, beyond any pos:':ihle douht, in their vidnity. shall 
immediately acknowlt><lge rE'(·eipt. IIH~TE'yer. in areas 
where reliable ('ommunkation with one or more ('oast 
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stations are practicable, ship stations may defer this 
RcknowledgE'ment for a short interval so that a coast 
station may acknowledge receipt. 

(b) Stations of the maritime mobile service \vbich 
receive a distress message from a mobile station \Thich, 
beyond any possiblE' douht. is not in their vicinity, shall 
allow a short inte-fYal of time to elal-~e before aeknowi.­
edging fE'<'eipt of the lliE"8sagE', in order to I*rInit sta­
tions llf'arer to the mohilf' station in distress to 3e­

Imowl€"dge r('{'Pipt without juterfe-renee. 

§ 83.240 Form of acknowledgment. 

(8) The acknowledgement of reeeipt of a distress 
llH'8t'uge is transmitted. \Thf'Il radiotell:'graphy is 

used, in the following form: 
(1) The call sign of the station sE'nding the distress 

message, sent three times; 
(2) The word DE; 
(3) The call sign of the station acknowledging re-

ceipt, sent three times; 
(4) The group RRR; 

(5) The distress signal 80S 
(b) The acknowledgment of receipt of a distress 

message is transmittE"d, when radiotelephony is used, 
in the follmTing form: 

0) The call sign or other i(lpntitication of the sta­
tion sending the distress message, spoken three times: 

(2) The words THIS IS; 
(3) The call sign or other identification of the sta­

tion acknowledging receipt, spoken three times: 
(4) The v,-ord RECEIVED: 
un The distr~s signal ~IAYDAY. 

§ 83.241 Information furnished by acknowledging sta­
tion. 

(a) Every mobile station whieh acknowledges re­
ceipt of a distre~s message Shall, on the order of the 
master or person rf>i'ponsible for the ship, aircraft, or 
other vehicle carrying such mobile station, transmit as 
~oon as possihle the follov,'ing information in the order 
sho,yn: 

(1) Its name: 
(2) Its position. in the for m prescribed in 

* &1.2.')6(0) ; 
(3) The spef'd at TI-hich it is procef'ding towards, 

and the approximate time it TI'ill take to rearh, the 
mohile station in distres.,,". 

(h) Before .-;euding this me8sage, the station shall 
(insure that it will not jnte-rfere with the pmir-sir:ns of 
other :-;tations better situated to render illlln(>diate as­
si~tance to the r-tation in distre:-:s. 

§ 83.242 Transmission of distress message by a sta­
tion not itself in distress. 

(a) A mobile Rtation or a land station which learns 
that a mobilp r-tation j:..; in di:<:tres." I'hnll transmit a 
flisrrps.<: Illl':o-."age in any of the following ('n~e:-:: 

fl) 'Ylwn the station in dbtrf:'ss i:-; not itf'plf in a 
po."ition to transmit the distress mesf'age; 

(2) TIThen tllt' nlllster or per:-:on re,.,pom,:ible for the 
:;:.hip, aircraft. or other H"hicle not in distress, or the 
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person responsible for the land station, considers that 
further help is necessary; 

(3) 'Vhen, although not in a position to render as­
sistance, it has heard a distress message which has not 
been acknowledged. When a mobile station transmits 
a distress message under theRe eonditions, it shall 
take all necessary steps to notify the authorities who 
may be able to render assistance, 

(b) The transmission of a distress message under 
the conditions prescribed in paragraph (a) of this sec­
tion shall be made on either or both of the international 
distress frequencies (500 kc/s radiotelegraph; 2182 kc/s 
radiotelephone) or on any other available frequency on 
which attention might be attracted. 

(c) The transmission of the distress message shall 
always be preceded by the call indicated below, wbich 
shall itself be precE"ded whenever possible by the radio­
telegraph or radiotelephone alarm signal. This call 
consists of: 

(1) 'Vhen radiotelegraphy is nsed: 
(i) the signal DDD SOS SOs SOs i5i5i5' ; 
(ii) The word DE; 
(iii) The call sign of the transmitting station, sent 

three times. 
(2) 'Yhen radiotelephony is used: 
(i) The signal MAYDAY RELA.Y. spoken three 

times; 
(ii) The words THIS IS; 
(iii) The call sign or other identification of the 

trnsmitting station. spoken three times. 
(d) When the radiotelegraph alarm signal is used. 

an interval of two minutes shall be allowed, ,,,henever 
this is considered necessary, before the transmission 
of th~ call mentioned in suhparagraph (c) (1) of this 
section. 

§ 83.243 Control of distress traffic. 
(a) Distress traffic consists of all messages relating 

to the immediate assistanc-e required by the mobile 
station in distress. In distress traffic, the distress 
signal shall be sent before the call and at the beginning 
of the preamble of any radiotelegram, 

(IJ) The control of distrl:'ss traffic is the rf'SI)()IL.<;ibil­
ity of th{' mobile station in distr("&~ or of the station 
which, pursuant to § 83.242 (a), has sent the distress 
message, These stations may, however, delegate the 
control of the distress traffic to another station. 

(c) The station in distress or the I"tation in ('ontrol 
of distress traffic may impose silence either on all sta· 
Hans of the mobile seryice in the area or on any Mation 
'Thkh interfert's with tlw distrf"ss trflffic. It :-:.hall ad­
dress these instructions "to nIl stations" or to one sta­
tion only. according to drcUlllstances. In either case. 
it shall use-: 

(1) In radiotelegraphy. the ~eviation QRT, fol­

ImTed by t~istress Signal SOS. The use of the 
signal QRT 80S shall be re:-;erYE'd for the mobile station 
in distre~s and for thE' station controlling distress traf­

fie; 
(2) In radiotE'le-phony, the "ignal ~EELOXCFJ 
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.:\fAYDAY, The u:"e of this signal shall be rE"served for 
the mobile station in distress and for the station con­
trolling distress traffic. 

(d) If it is believed to be essential. any station of 
the mobile service near the ship, aircraft, or other 
.ehicle in distress, may also impose silence. It shall 
use for this purpose: 

(1) In radiotelegraphy. the abbreviation QRT, fol­
lowed by the word DISTRESS and its O'Yll eall sign; 

(2) In radiotelephony. the word SEELOXCE, fnl­
IOWE'd by the word DISTRESS and its own call sign 
or othE"f identification. 

§ 83.244 Notification of resumption of normal work­
ing. 

(a) 'When distress traffic has ceased, or when silence 
is no longer necessary on a frequency wbieh has been 
used for distress traffic, the station which has controlled 
this traffic shall transmit on that frequency a message 
addressed "to all stations" indicating that normal \vork­
ing may be resumed. 

(1) In radiotelegraphy, this message consists of: 
(i) The distress signal "§"5'S; 
(ii) The call "to all stations" (CQ), sent three times: 
(iii) The word DE: 
(1'\) The call sign of the station sending the message; 
(y) The tiIlle of handing in of the message; 
(vi) The name and call ~ign of the mobile station 

which was in distress: 
Ivii) The ~erYke abbreviation Q"CM. 
(2) In radiotelellhony, this message consists of: 
ii) The distress signal ).lAYDAY: 
(it) The call '·to all stations". spoken three times: 
(iii) The ·words THIS IS; 
(iY) The eall sign or othE'r idf:'ntification of the stu­

tlon sending the message: 
(v) The time of handing in of the message: 
(Yi) The name and call sign of the mobile station 

whiC'h was in distress; 
(vii) The words SEELO);'CE FEEXEE. 
(b) rntH they receive the foregoing message indi­

cating that normal working may be resumed, all sta­
tions which arf' a\yare of the distn'ss traffic, and whkh 
are not taking part in it, are forbidden to tram:mit on 
the fr('Queneies (lU \yhich the di~tress traffiC' is taking 
place. 

§ 83.245 Radiotelegraph and radiotelephone alarm sig­
nals. 

(a) The international radiotelegraph alarm ~igual 
('onsists of a series of twelv!:' da .. ;;hes "ent in one minute. 
the duration of f'clch dal'-h being four se-conds and the 
duration of the iuterval behyeen conSE'l'utive dashes 
one Recond. Th!:' purposf' of thb Rpe-cial signal is the 
actuation of automatiC' ded('f's giving the alarm to at­
tract the attf'ntion of the opE'rator whf'n there is no 
listening wateh on the distrf'ss fn-'quenl'Y. 

(b) Tht' international radiotelpphone nlarm signal 
('onsist:-l uf two tmbstanrially ~illusoidal audio fre­
quenl'y tun!:'s tran~lllitted altf'rnately. One tone shall 
have a fretluelH'Y of 2200 eydes per ~e('ond and the 
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other a frequency of 1300 cydes [If'r second, the dura­
tion of each tone being 2f:iO milliseconds. When gener­
ated by automatic means, the radiotelephone alarm 
signal shall be transmitted continuously for a period 
of at least 30 seconds, but not exceeding one minute; 
when generated by other means, the signal shall be 
transmittf<d as continuously as practicable moer a pe­
riod of approximately one minute. The llllrpose of 
this spE'eial signal is to attract the attention of the 
person on watch or to actuate automatic devices giving 
the alarm. 

§ 8:tU6 Use of alarm signals. 
(a) The radiotelegraph or radiotelephone alarm sig­

nal, as appropriate, shall only be used to announce: 
(1) That a distress call or message is. about to 

follow; 
(2) The transmission of an urgent cydone warning. 

In this case the alarm signal may only be used by coast 
stations authorized by the Cnmmis~ion to do so: or 

(3) The loss of a person or persons overboard. In 
this case the alarm signal may only be used when the 
assistance of other ships is required and cannot be 
satisfactorily obtainE>d by the use of the urgenc:y sig­
nal only, but the alarm signal shall not be repeated by 
other stations. The message shall be preceded by the 
urgency signal. 

(b) In cases deS('ribed in f'ubparagraphs (2) and 
(3) of paragraph (a) of this section, the transmission 
of the warning or mes~age by radiotelegraphy shall not 
begin nnW two minute-s after the end of the radio­
telegraph alarm signal. 

§ 83.247 Urgency signals. 

(a) The urgency signal indicates that the calling 
station has a Yery urgf'nt me~sage to tnlnsmit con­
('€'rning the safety of a ship, aircraft, or other yehicle, 
or thl? safety of a person. The urgency signal shall be 
f'f'nt only on the authority of the l1la~ter or person 

responsible for the mobile station. 
(b) In radiotelegraph;\', the urgency signal consists 

of three repetitions of thf' group XXX, sent ,,-itb the 
individual It>tters of ("Heh group, and the successive 
gronps dearly separated from t'aeh other. It ~hall be 
transmitted before the eall. 

(e) In radiotelephony, the nrgency signal ('onsists 
of the word PAN. spoken three timf's and tran."mitted 

be-fore the call. 
(d) The urgency signal shall haw' priority In-er all 

other ("omIllunications, except distress. All mobile and 
land stations which hear it ~hall take eare not to 
interfere with the transmission of the mes,.age- which 

follows the urgency signal. 

§ 83.248 Urgency message. 
(a) The urgeney signal and call, and the message 

following it, shall be sent. on one of the international 
llistress frequencies (.,)00 k('/s radiotelegraph: 2182 
k<.·/s radiotelephone). Howe-\"er, stations whleh cannot 
tran;,;mit on a distress frequency may use any otht'r 
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available frequeucy on '''hich attE'ution might be at­
tracted. 

(b) llobiIe stations whkh bear the urgency signal 
shall continue to listen for at least three minutes. At 
the end of this period, if no urgency message has heen 
heard. they may resume thE-ir normal service. How­
ewr, land and mobile stations which aTE' in ('ommunica­
tion on frequenC'ies other than those used for the trans­
mission of tbe urgency signal and of the call whicb 
follows it may continue their normal work without 
interruption provided the urgency message is not ad­
dressed ·'to all stations" (CQ). 

(c) When the urgency signal has been sent before 
tran::.mitting a message "to all stations" (CQ) and 
which calls for action by tbe stations receiving the mes­
sage, the station respom;ible for its transmission shall 
cancel it as soon as it knows that aNion is no longer 
necessary. This message of cancellation shall likewise 
be addressed "to all station" (CQ). 

§ 83.249 Safety signals. 
(a) The safety signal indicates that the station is 

about to transmit a mE'ssage concerning the safety of 
navigation or giving important. meotE'Qrological 
warnings. 

(b) In radiotelegraphy. the s.afety signal consists of 
three repetitions {)f the gr<mp TTT, sent with the in­
dividual letters of each group, and the sllccessin 
groups clearly s.eparated from each other. It shall bf> 
sent before the call. 

(c) In radiotelephony. the safety signal consists of 
the word SECrRITY, spoken three times and transmit­
ted before the call. 

(d) The safety signal and call shall be sent on one 
of the international distress frequencies (:)00 kc/s 
radiotelE'graph: 2182 kc/s radiotelephonE')_ Hmyever, 
stations which cannot transmit on fl distress frequency 
may use any other available frequency on \ .... hich atten­
tion might be attracted. 

§ 83.250 Safety message. 
(a) The safety signal and ('all shall he followed by 

the safety message. 'Yhere pra('tkable, the safety mes­
sage :o;hould be sent on a working frequency, and a suit­
able announcenlE'nt to this effect shall he made at thE' 
eml of the call. 

(b) Except for the cases lllf'ntioned in varagraIlh 
(c) of this section, thE' safety signal WhE'll sent on the 
frequency 500 kc/s shall be transmitted tmyurds the 
end of the first available period of "ilence; the safety 
lllessage shall be transmirtf'd imnwdiatf'ly after the 
pe-riod of silence, 

(c) :\Iessages containing me-tf'ornloglcal warnings. 
or containing information conet-rning the preSf'nc€' of 
cydones, dangerons iee, dang('rolls wrecks, or any other 
imminf'nt danger to marine navigation, shall he pre­
ceded by the i"afety signal and translllittE'd with the 
least l10ssible delay to other mohile stHtionR in the 
vicinity, and to thf' aIJpropriate authorities at the fir:;;t 
point of the ('oai"t with whil'h contact can be E'stab­
lished. 
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(d) All stations hearing the safety signal shall 
listen to the safety message until they are satisfied 
that the message is of no concern to them_ They shall 
not make any transmission likely to interfere with the 
message. 

SUBPART K-FOREIGN SHIP STATIONS IN 
UNITED STATES WATERS 

§ &3.261 Inspection of station. 
The radio station on board any foreign ship within 

the territorial jurisdiction of the enited States, which 
is subject to the provisions of any act, treaty, or con­
vention hinding on the rnited States, shall be available 
at any reasonable time for inspection by representa­
tives of the Commi"sion at such intervals as, within 
the discretion of the Commission, will insure compli­
ance with the applicable rules, regulations, laws, and 
treaties. 

§ 83.262 Applicability of Part II of Title III of Com­
munications Act. 

Those provisions of part II of title III of the Com­
munications Act which require an efficient radio station 
in operating condition in charge of and operated by 
one or more radio officers or operators, and with effici­
ent radio dire{'tion finding apparatus, are applicable to 
a ship of any foreign country when such ship leaves or 
attempts to leave any harbor or port of the United 
States for a voyage in the open sea, except as other­
wise provided by section 352 (a) of the said Act. 

§ 83.263 Limitations on transmission. 

(a) Sections 301 and 318 of the COllllllunications Act, 
reIati.e to station licenses and operator licenses, re­
spectively, are not applicable to any person sending 
radiocornmunications or signals on a forE'ign ship while 
the same is within the jurisdiction of the United States; 
however, such communications or signals ~hall be 
transmitted only in accordance with applicable rule~ 
of the Commission intended to prevent interference in­
cluding, among others, the following subparagraphs: 

(1) The frequency or frequencies and the class or 
classe-s of emission used :o;ha11 be available for the op­
eration being conducted pursuant to the allocation of 
frequenei~ to radio services and the use of classes of 
emission established by the International Radio Regu­
latinn:-:. Hnd pursuant to the terms of all other applicable 
intt ... runtional treaties and agreements to which the 
rnited ~tat€'s is a party; 

12) The operation Hf the radio apparatus shall not 
(':lU~ illte-rfprf"ncp with th+:> norlllal eOllllllunieations of 
nther rndiu Ht"rvj{of":". and only the minimum power 
nf'(·pfo: .... arr for efi'E'('tiH' cotnnnmieation shall he used; 

(:3) The :-:tation shall ('oIllply with the applicable 
fJro\'i~i()Hs of th .. Illtt:'mational Radio Re-gulations and 
other HIIPlicable international treatiE's and ngreements 
to which the enited States is a party; 

(4) The operation of transmitting apparatus employ­
ing B emission is prohibitE'd in any harbor or port of 
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the roited States, except that such emission may be 
used until January 1,1966 for distress calls and di!'<tres8 
traffic only, 

(b) Any transmission by a station on board a for­
eign man-of-war shall, in addition to the provision of 
paragraph (8) of this section, be governed also by the 
following provisions: 

(1) Transmission by radio from any foreign man-of­
war while the same is within the territorial waters of 
the rnited States is prohibited unless authorize by 
appropriate roited States authorities and carried on 
in conformity with the provisions of paragraph (8) of 
this section. Nonnally. a request from a foreign man­
of-\var to use its radio transmitting apparatus while in 
Loited States ports and territorial waters shall be 
made to one of the L"nited States naval district com­
mandants or, after arrival in port, to the senior lJnited 
States ~avy Officer present. When a Navy Officer is 
not present, request shall be made to the port authori­
ties, or to the CDited States ~avy at '\Vashington, D.C. 

~OTE: The headquarters of District Commandants con­
cerned are located at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, ~orfolk: 
Charleston, South Carolina; San Diego, San Francisco, Seat­
tle; Pearl Harbor, Hawaii; and Balboa, Canal Zone, In addi­
tion to having senior naval officers stationed at these places, 
the Navy has officers performing various duties at practically 
all other important United States ports. 

SUBPART L-MESSAGE CHARGES 

§ 83.271 Distress messages. 

:0\0 charge shall be made by any ship or station in 
the mobile service of the Vnited States for the trans­
mission of distress mf'ssage-s and replies thereto in 
('onnE'Ction with situations involving the safety of life 
and property at sea. 

§ 83.272 Danger messages. 

Xo eharge shall be made by any ship station or other 
station in the maritime mobile service of the L'nited 
States for the tran:o;mission, rE"Ceipt, or relay of the 
information concerning danger.s to navigation desig­
nated in § 83.303(b)' originating on a ship of the 
Cnited State~ or of a foreign country. 

§ 83.273 Tariff :filing required. 

Xo charge shall be made for the service of any sta­
tion on board ship subject to this part unless effective 
tariffs applicable to such service are on file with the 
CommiSSion, pursuant to the requirements of section 
203 of the Communications Act and Part 61 of this 
chapter. 

§ 83.274 Responsibility for payment. 
(a) Each ship station ~hall be responsible for the 

payment of all charges accruing to any other st:ttion (s) 
or facilities for thf' handling or forwarding of messages 
or cOIllIllunic'ation;;:; transmitted by that MaHon. 

(b) The transmission hy any ship station of infor­
mation concerning dangers tn navigation, made in com­
pHance with the provisions of § 83.303(b}, to any sta+ 
tinn which imposes a charge for the reception, relay, 
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or forwarding of the required information, shall be 
free of cost to the ship concerned and any communica­
tion charges incurred by the ship for transmission, 
relay, or forwarding of the information may be certi­
fied to the Commission for reimbUrsement out of 
moneys appropriated to the Commission for tbat 
purpose, 

§ 83.275 Ship position reports. 

Any common carrier subject to the Communications 
Act may furnish rE"ports of positions of ships at sea to 
newspapers of general eirculation, either at a nominal 
charge or without charge, provided the name of such 
common carrier is displayed along with sucb ship 
position reports. 

§ 83.276 Free safety service. 

Xotwithstanding any other provision of law, any 
ship station may render free service in ('()nnection with 
situations involving the safety of life and property, 
including hydrographic reports, weather reports, re­
ports regarding aids to navigation and medical as­
~istance to in~ured or sick personl'! on ships and air­
craft at sea: Provided, That the Commission, from 
time to time under particular circumstances, may im· 
po~e specific limitations on such free service to the 
extent that it finds desirable in the public interest. 

§ 83.277 Free service for national defense. 

Any common carrier subject to the Communications 
Act may render to any agency of the United States 
Government free ~ervice in conn€('tion with the prep­
aration for the national defense. Every i'!ueh carrier 
rendering any such free service shall make and file 
in duplieate, with the Commission, on or before the 
31st day of July and on or before the 31st day of 
January in each year, reports covering the periods of 
6 months ending on the 30th day of June and the 31st 
day of December, respe<'tively, next prior to said dates. 
These reports shall show the names of the agencies to 
which free service was rendered pursuant to this para­
graph, the general eharacte-r of the communications 
handled for each agency, and the charges in dollars 
which would have accrued to the carrier for such 
service rendered to each ageney if chargE'S for all such 
conununications had been collE'Cted at the published 
tariff' ra tes. 

SUBPART M-NATURE OF SERVICE PRO­
VIDED BY SHIP STATIONS AND SHIP­
BOARD MARINE-UTILITY STATIONS 

§ 83.301 Supplemental eligibility requirements. 

(a) Subject to the basic E"ligibility requirements set 
forth in § &3.23, authorizations for limited ship sta­
tions, marine-utility stations, or public ship ~tations 
Jllay be granted to any person, or state or }oc'al govern­
ment subdivision; or any agency of the Federal Gov­
ernment wbi('h is 1-lubjec-t to the prm-isions of section 
301 of the Communkations Ad: Provided, That when 
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the availability of the frequency assignment requested, 
or any part thereof, is specifieally dependent upon the 
activity and/or tbe routes of voyage of the ve-8sel, the 
application ~haU dearly sho\v eligibility of the vessel 
for such station authorization under the provisions of 
this part which go>ern the afi'signment of frequencies: 
A_nd pro1~ided further, That: 

(1) An applicant. for an authorization to operate a 
public ship station must request a frequency assign· 
ment on which the transmi&"ion of public correspond­
ence is not excluded by any of the proYisiollR of this 
part (although additionally be lliay request any other 
frequency assignment). 

(2) An applicant for an authorization to operate a 
limited ship 'station or a marine-utility station must 
requ€'l't a frequency assigIllllf'nt on whieh the- transmis· 
sian of public correspondence is excluded. 

§ 83.302 Points of communication. 
Subject to the conditions and limitations imposed 

by the terms of the particular station license or by ap-­
plicable provisions of this part with respect to the use 
of particular radio-channels, limited ship stations, ma­
rine-utility stations on board ships, and public ship 
stations are authorized to eommunicate with any sta­
tion in the maritime mobile service including such 
other classes of ~tations as may be appropriately au­
thorized in aceordam'e with the provisions of this part 
for such rommnnieation: Pr(H~id('d, hOlc('ve-r, That for 
purposes of public correspondencE' between ship and 
shore, public ship stations are authorized to communi­
rate only with pubIif' coast stations and rnited States 
Go.ernnwnt eoast stations open to puhlic corresponll­
ence. 

§ 83.303 Service requirements for all ship stations. 

(a) enless prohibited hy the terms of the station 
license or by other sections of this part relative to the 
limit€'d use of a speeifieally designated frequency, each 
."-hip station shall, within the scope of its normal op­
erations and without diserimination, acknowledge all 
eaUs directed to it and re<:eiYe from stations operating 
in the maritime mobile seryice, all mf'ssage-s and com­
lllunications whieh are addressed to the ship or to any 
person or persons on board and which are for termina­
tion on such ship. 

I b) The- master of every ~hip. e-quipped with li­
censed radio transmitting apapratus capable of provid­
ing communication with othe-r ships or with a coast 
station, on meeting with a direct danger to the naviga­
tion of other ships sueh as dangerous ice, a dangerous 
dl:'reliC't, a tropical storm, or any othe-r direct danger 
to navigation. or e-ncountering sub-freezing air tem­
peratures associated with gale for('e winds ~ausing 
se-.ere k-e aC'Cretion on superstrudures, or \yinds of 
force 10 or aboYe Oil the BeaufOrt ~wale for which no 
~torm warning has been reC'eiYed, shall ('ause to bE' 
transmitted, insofar as is possible, all pertinent infor­
matinn relating thereto to ships in the vidnity and to 
the appropriate authoritiE'S on land, provided that su('h 
Procedure, in the discretion of the master, will not be 
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a repetition of action alrearty taken for this purpose 
by another station. All radio messages transmitted 
pursuant to this paragraph shall be preceded by the 
safety signal. 

(c) At the request of any station operating in the 
maritime mobile service, a ship station may, within 
the scope of its normal operation aceept messages or 
communications as requested for retransmission to any 
other station in the maritime mobile service. ·Whe-n­
e,er such messages or communications have been re­
ceh'ed and aeknowledged by a ship station for this 
purpose, it shall be incumbent upon that st..'ltion to re­
transmit the message as directed, 'with the least delay 

possible. 

§ 83.304 Service requirements for public ship stations. 
In addition to such messages as are necessary for 

compIianee \yith § 83.303, and except as may be other­
wiRe limited by the terms of this 'purt governing the 
use of particular frequencies or by the terms of the 
station license. a public 'Rhip station within the scope 
of its normal serYiC'€', without discrimination and upon 
reasonable demand, shall provide, subject to the order 
of priority prescribed in § 83.177, a service of public 
correspondence- for any person who. while on board 
in any status or capacity, request15 the service covering 
any subject matter that legally may be transmitted by 
radio: Prodded, hO/fc1"('r, That. unle~s specifically 
authorized by the Commission in individual cases in 
advanee, this ser.ic-e shall not be authorized to be pro­
vided when the ship carrying the station is out of serv­
ice as a ship. 

§ 83.305 Service of limited ship stations and marine­
utility stations. 

In addition to Sll<.'h me1lsages as are necessary for 
compliancf' \vith § 83.303 and except as may be other­
wise limited hy the terms nf this part governing the 
use of particular frequencies or by the terms of the ~ta­
tion license, a limited ship station or a marine-utility 
station it-; authorized to transmit within the scope of 
its normal operations lllE'Ssages necessary for the safe, 
expeditious or e<'onomical operation of ships or (when 
nece:-:sary) for the safety of aircraft. 

SUBPART N-USE OF RADIOTELEGRAPHY 

§ 83.321 Authorized frequencies. 

(a) The foUm-dng frequencies are authorized for us'" 

by ship stations employing telegraphy for communiC"fl 
tion with ship or ("oast stations (public or limited) : 

(1) Stations at-;signed the frequency hand 40;:-~R!'i 

kc/s: 

kC/8 
1410 

42ri 
1444 

448 (region 2 olll~') 

454 

kch; 
468 
480 
500 calling and distress 

1512 (regions 1 and 3 only) 

1 Suh.if'rt to the ~twcial conditions and limitations set forth 
in paragraph (b) of this section. 
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(2) Station!'; assigned the frequency band 90-160 kc/s: 

'kC/8 kc/s 
143 calling 15;:; 

152 156 
153 157 
154 158 

(b) (1) The frequency 444 kc/s is assignable ex­
clusively for communication with United States Gov­
ernment stations; its use for any other communication 
(except distress) is not authorized: Provided, That 
harmful interference shall not be caused to the service 
of any coast station. 

(2) In addition to the transmission of specific sig­
nals for purposes of radiolocation, the radio channel of 
which 410 kc/s is the assigned frequency may be 
used for communication by radiotelegraphy with direc­
tion finding stations in connection with established in­
ternatiorlal operating procedure, relative to radi()l~­
tion by means of direction finding. 

(3) In Regions 1 and 3 the frequency 512 kc/s 
may be used by ship stations: 

(i) As a snpplementary calling frequency when 500 
kc/s is being used for distress purposes; 
. (ii) As a working frequency, except in those areas 
where it is in use as a supplementary calling frequency 
when 500 kc/s is being used for distress purposes. 

§ 83.322 Frequencies for use in distress. 
(a) The international distress frequency is 500 kc/s; 

it is used as an assigned frequency for this purpose by 
ship, survival craft, or aircraft stations using frequen­
cies in the band 405-535 kc/s, when requesting assist­
ance from the maritime services. It is used, prefer­
ably with A2 emission, for the distress call and dis­
tress traffic. 

(b) The frequency 8364 kc/s is for use by survival 
craft stations equip[)ed to transmit within the band 
4000-27,500 kc/s and desiring to establish with stations 
of the maritime and aeronautical mobile services com­
munications relating to search and rescue operations. 

(c) The frequency 121.5 Mc/s (class A2 emission 
only) is a vailable for radio beacon purposes to the sur­
vival craft stations of vessels documented by the United 
States Treasury DepartmE'nt, Bureau of Customs. 

§ 83.323 Frequencies for call and reply. 

(a) (1) The frequency 500 kc/s is the general inter­
national calling frequency which shall be used by any 
ship station engaged in radiotelegraphy in the author­
ized band 405--535 kc/s, and by aircraft desiring to en­
ter into communication with a station of the maritime 
mobile service using frequencies in this band; 

(2) The frequency for replying to a caU sent on the 
general calling frequency is 500 kc/s, except where the 
calling station requests that the reply be made on an 
authorized working frequency. In Region 2, and in 
other areas of heavy traffic, ship stations should re­
quest coast stations to answer on their normal working 
frequency; 

(3) In order to facilitate the reception of distress 
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calls, all transmissions on the frequency 500 kc/s shan 
be reduced to a minimum. 

(b) The frequency 143 kc/s is the international 
calling frequency in the maritime mObile service in the 
band 90-160 kc/s (class A1 emission only). The fre­
quency for replying to a call sent on the frequency 
143 kc/s is. for ship stations, 143 kc/s, the same as 
that of the call. (Coast stations reply on their nor­
mal working frequency in this band.) When a ship 
station which uses frequencies within the 'band 90--160 
kc/s desires to establish communication with another 
station of the maritime mobile service, it shall call that 
station on the frequency 143 kc/s, unless the Inter­
national List of Coast Stations provides otherwise. 
This frequency shall be used exclusively for individual 
calls and replies to such calls and for the transmission 
of signals preparatory to traffic. 

(c) In Region 2, the frequency 2091 kc/s is the inter­
national calling frequency for ship stations using teleg­
raphy within the band 2065-2107 kc/s. It shall be 
used for call, reply and signals preparatory to traffiC" 
by all ship stations using telegraphy to establish com­
munication with other ship stations operating in the 
band 2()6.5-2107 ke/s or with coast stations using teleg­
raphy and operating in the band 2000--2850 kc/s: 
Provided, That transmission by ship stations for this 
purpose on any calling frequency within the band 
2088.5--2093.5 kc/s is permissible as a practical operat­
ing procedure to minimize interference, in lieu of trans­
mission on the frequency 2091 kc/s. The use of the 
frequency 2091 kc/s or any other calling frequency 
within the band 2088.5--2093.5 kc/s by ship stations for 
purposes other than those stipulated in this paragraph 
(except for transmitting distress traffic) is not author­
ized. A ship station, after establishing communica­
tions on a calling frequency within this band, shall 
change to an authorized working frequency for the 
transmission of traffic. 

(d) Calling frequencies in the band 2 to 27.5 Mc/s 
for ship and aircraft stations are listed in Table 1b 
of § 83.701. Ship stations are authorized to use the 
calling frequencies corresponding to the symbols desig­
nated on the station license. 

§ 83.324 Frequencies for working. 
(a) Each assigned frequency listed in § 83.321 (a), 

and which is not identified therein with a specific use 
or function, is authorized as an assigned frequency for 
"working". 

(b) Ship and aircraft stations using telegraphy and 
working on frequencies within the band 415 to 490 kc/s 
shall use whenever practica'ble, an authorized working 
frequency of which 425, 448, 454, 468 or 480 kc/s is the 
assigned frequency. The frequency 448 kc/s may be 
used in Region 2 only. 

(c) The calling channel of which 500 kc/s is the 
assigned frequency may be used for the transmission 
of distress, urgent, and safety messages; except for 
the applicable provisions of § 83.401 relative to radio­
determination, any other use of this channel for work· 
ing is prohibited. 

(IDd. 7/64) 
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(d) Insofar as practicable, ship stations sball use 
'requeney assignments within the band 3 Me/s to 27.5 
\1e/s only when other frequency assignments will not 
)rovide effective communications. 

(e) Working frequencies in the band 2 to 27.5 Mc/s 
:or high traffic ships and aircraft are listed in Table la 
md for low traffic ships in Table Ie of § 83.801. Ship 
;tations are authorized to use the working frequencies 
~orresponding to the symbols designated on the station 
:iceuse. The frequencies for working in each band 
iesignated by the letter "A" or "B" (see § 83.801 (h) ) 
mffixed to the frequeucy column symbol are the pri­
nary frequencies to be used for working. The aIter­
late frequency in each band may he used only when 
1Rrmful interferen('e to the ship's transmissions on the 
lrimary frequency is experienced or a coast station 
iirects the ship station to use the alternate frequenc ... 
ll'requencies in the band 2065 to 2107 kc/s are not avail~ 
tble for assignment to aircraft. 

(f) In addition to the frequency assignment desig­
lated for telegraphy in the license of a ship station, 
mch station, when working by telegraphy with a coast 
~tation, may, on condition that its emission-bandwidth 
md frequency tolerance shall be within the respective 
imits thereof permitted for the ('oast station, transmit: 

(1) On a telegraph working channel of a coast sta­
:ion within the band 110 to 150 kc/s (except within the 
land 140 kc/s to 146 kc/s) when directed to do so by 
he coast station for \vhich the channel is authorized: 
:>rovided, Interference is not caused to the service of 
my land, fixed, broadcast, or radiolocation station: 
4.n(l pl'ovided, That the emission shall be class Al only. 

(2) On a telegraph \vorking chanuel of a coast sta­
;ion within the band 415 to 490 l{c/s when directed to 
10 so by the coast station for \vhich the channel is 
mthorized. 

(g) (1) In addition to use of the frequency assign­
nent deSignated for telegraphy in the license of a ship 
Itation, such station when communicating by teleg­
'aphy with a mobile or land station of the United 
,tates Government may transmit on a government fre­
[ueney aSSignment when authorized or directed to do 
a by the government station responsible or by the 
rovernment department or agency for which use of 
;uch frequency assignment is authorized; on condition 
hat the emission-bandwidth and frequency tolerance 
if the ship station shall be within the respective limits 
hereof required to be maintained by tbe government 
,tation. Under these circumstances, the ship station 
lssigned frequt:'ncy, the class of emission, and the per· 
aissible class of traffic shall be designated and con­
rolled by the responsible government station, depart­
nent, or agency: Provided, That on frequencies below 
60 kc/s and within the bands 2000 to 2850 kc/s and 
7000 to 2fiOOO kc/s the emission shall be class A 1 only. 

(2) Frequencies assigned to government radio sta­
ions are assignable to non-Government ship radio sta­
ions for communication with other non-Government 
tations by telegraphy when such communication is 
lecessary in connection witb activities performed in 

T.S. IV(64)-6) 114 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

coordination with or in bebalf of the Federal Govern­
ment and where the Commission determines, after con­
sultation with the appropriate government agency or 
agencies, that such assignment is necessary. 

(h) The frequencies 2072.5 and 2077.5 kc/s are au­
thorized for wide-band telegraphy, facsimile, and spe­
cial transmission systems when designated in the ship 
station license. 

§ 83.325 Use of Morse Code required. 
The signal code employed for telegraphy by stations 

ill the maritime mobile service shall be the Morse Code 
signals specified in the Telegraph Regulations annexed 
to the International Telecommunication Convention, 
Geneva, 1959. However, for radiotelegraph communi­
cation of a special character, the use of other signals 
may be specifically authorized by the Commission in 
response to an appropriate application therefor. 

§ 83.326 Identification of stations. 
(a) All radiotelegraph emissions of a ship station or 

a survival craft station shall be clearly identified by 
transmission therefrom of the official call letters as­
Signed to that station for telegraphy by the Commis­
sion. These call letters shall be transmitted by tele­
graphy in accordance with § 83.325 and the procedure 
set forth in the International Radio Regulations and by 
means of the class of emission normally used by the 
station for telegraphy: Provided, That they shall be 
transmitted at intervals not exceeding 15 minutes 
whenever transmission is sustained for a period exceed­
ing 15 minutes. 

(b) The requirements of tbis section do not apply to 
survival craft stations when transmitting distress 
signals automatically or when operating on 121.5 
Mc/s for radiobeaeon purposes. 

§ 83.327 Procedure in testing. 

(a) Ship stations and survival craft stations may 
conduct necessary tests on any assigned frequency. 
Every precaution must be taken to ensure that trans­
mitter emissions of the station will not cause harmful 
jnterefrence. Radiation must be reduced to the lowest 
practicable value and if feasible shall be entirely sup­
pressed. When radiation is necessary or unavoidable, 
the radiotelegraph testing procedure described in this 
paragraph shall be followed : 

(1) The licensed radiotelegraph operator responsible 
for operation of the transmitting apparatus shall ascer­
tain by careful listening that the test emissions will 
not be likely to interfere with transmissions in prog­
ress; if they are likely to interfere with the service of 
a coast station or aeronautical station in the vicinity 
of the ship station, the consent of the former station(s) 
must be obtained before the test emissions occur. 

(2) The operator shall transmit the signal "IE" (two 
dots, space, one dot) on the test frequency as a warn­
ing that test emissions are about to be made on that 
frequency. When the frequency or frequencies of the 
test emission is/are within the frequency·band 405-
535 kc/s, a listening watch shall be maintained on 
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500 kc/s by a licensed radiotelegraph operator at the 
station throughout the test period. 

(3) If, as a result of transmitting the test signal 
~", any station indicates, by transmitting the signal 
"AS" (wait), that it anticipates harmful interference, 
testing shall be suspended. When transmission of "IE" 
is resumed and no response is observed, and careful 
listening indicates that harmful interference should 
not be caused, the operator shall proceed as set forth 
in subparagraph (4) of this paragraph. 

(4) Test signals compos€'<! of a series of "VYV" hav· 
ing a duration of not more tban ten seconds, followed 
by the eall sign of the testing station shall be trans­
mitted. The call sign shall be sent clearly and at rela­
tively slow speed. This test transmission shall not he 
repeated until a period of at least one minute has 
elapsed: on the frequency 500 kc/s in a region of hea vy 
traffic. a period of at least ft,e minutes shall elapse 
before the test transmission is repeated. 

(b) When testing is conduC'ted OD the frequency 500 
kc/s, no tests shall be conducted during the 500 kc/s 
silence periods. Care must be exercised not to so 
prolong and space the dash portion of the "YYV" series 
as to form the alarm signal. 

§ 83.328 Radiotelegraph operating procedure. 

(a) Except for the transmission of distress or 
urgency signals, all transmissions from stations on 
board ship must cease within the band 485-,'H5 kc/s 
during each 300 kilocycles silence period, Le., for three 
minutes twice an hour beginning at x h. 15 and x h. 
45, Greenwich mean time. 

(b) In order to facilitate radiotelegraph communica­
don in the maritime mobile ser,ice, all ship stations 
transmitting by means of telegraphy shall, \vhenever 
practicable, nse the service abbreviations ("Q" signals) 
listed in Appendix 13 to the International Radio Reg­
ulations, Geneva, 1939. 

(c) In addition to compliance with all applicable 
sections of thif'l part, the operation of ship stations mdng 
telegraphy for call, reply, and the- transmisf'lion of 
message traffic shall, in particular, comply with all 
applicable pro.ision!'; of Artieles 29, 30. 31, 37, 38, and 
39 of the International Radio Regulations. Geneya. 
1959. 

§ 83.329 Station documents. 

(a) The compulsorily fitted ship radiotelegraph sta-
tion shall be provided with the follO\Ying documents!: 

(1) A valid station license: 
(2) The necessary operator license(Sl); 
(3) The station log required by this part for stations 

of this category; 
(4) The Alphabetic-al List of Call Signs of Rtations 

used by the :Maritilllf> ::\Iobile Seryice : 
(5) The List of Coast Stations; 
(6) The List of Ship Stations; 
(7) The List of Radiodetermination and Special 
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(9) Telegraph tariffs of the countries for which the 
station most frequently accepts radiotelegrams: 

(10) Part 83 of this chapter. 
(b) All ship stations on board ships not compulsor­

ily fitted with a radiotelegraph installation, but using 
telegraphy, shall be pro\'ided with the documents 
prescribed by subparagraphs (1), (2), (3), (4). (5), 
(6), (8), (9), and (10) of paragraph (a) of this SE'('­

tion. 
(c) These documents shall be continuously and 

readily ayailable to the lkensed ope'rator on duty dur­
ing the hours of service of the i'tation. 

§ 83.330 Station logs. 
(a) (1) Each ship stMion authorizf'd to n:-:e teleg­

raphy on frequencies within the hand 90 to :);{:i kc/:-o 
shall maintain an accurate radiotelegraph lng. The 
first page of each portion of the log ('Overing each 
,,"oyage shall consist of a "title page·' \yhich, upon com­
pletion of all entries for the particular ,,"oyage, shall 
contain the follO\ving information: 

0) Xame of ship and call letters of ship station; 
(ii) Period of time cm'ered by such portion of the 

log: 
(iii) Xumber of pages constituting such portion of 

the log; 
(iv) A statement as to whe-ther or not such portion 

of the log contains distress entries: if :';0, the page!': 
containing such entri~ shall be de8ignated: 

(\.) Operator's signature, mailing address, and radio 
operator license data (number, dUS8. and date of 
issuance) . 

(2) In addition. the log shall be maintained as fol­
lows: 

(i) Each sheet of the log shall be numbered in 
sequence, for each .oyage, and shall include the name 
of the Yes8.el, official call letters of the ship station and 
the name of the operator on watch. 

(il) The entry "on watch" shall he made by the 
operator beginning a watch, follo\ved by his signaturE'. 
The entry "off watch" shall be made hy the operator 
being relieved or terminating a watch, followed by his 
signatUre. All log entries shall he currently completed 
at the end of each watch by the operator responsible 
for the entries. The use of initials or signs is not au­
thorized in Heu of the operator's ~dgnature. 

(3) During the period a watch is maintained by an 
operator. all calls transmitted to or from the ship sta­
tion and all replies transmitted or received shall bt' 
entered, stating the time and frequencies, and the call 
letters of the station communicated with or heard. (If 

desired. the nallles of the stations or ships also may be 
entered.) In addition, a notation of any messages ex· 
changed shall be entered stating the time, the frequency 
in kilocycles, and the call letters of the station (s) 
heard, or cOlllmunkated with. (If desired, the names 
of the stations or ships also may be entered.) In so 

Ren'ice Stations: far as po.<;sible. a positiYe entry with respect to r€('ep-
(8) The International Radio Regulation~. Geneva. tion on ;-.00 kc/s shall be made at least once in each 

19;')9; 15 minutes. The entries required by subparagraph 
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