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FROM; CHIEF RADIO OFFICER 
TO: RADIO DEPARTMENT 

SUBJ: COMMuNICATION DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 3-65; WATCH STANDING 

1. IN ADDITION TO ALL THAT IS CONTAINED IN THE ~TANDING ORDERS 
REGARD I NG v,ATCH STAND I NG,. RAD I 0 OFF I CERS ARE REM I NDED OF THE I R 
RESPONSIBILITY OF STANDING A CAREFUL WATCH ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
DISTRESS FREQUENCY OF 5¢¢ KCS AND 8364 KCS. 

2. THE INTERCEPTING OF DISTRESS TRAFFIC ON ANOTHER VESSEL IS OF 
THE GREATEST I MPORTMCE, PARTICULARLY DURING PERIODS OF HEAVY OR FOGGY 
V,EATHER COlmITIONS. A LOADED VESSEL MAY BREAK UP DURli~~ BAD V,EATHER 
DuE TO i~UI'iIEROUS REASON§,t. AND HER SOS MAY VELL SPELL THE LIFE OR DEATH 
OF HER CREW MD PA~SENut:.RS. FAILURE TO RECEIVE THE SOS OF A NEARBY 
VESSEL IN DISTRESS IS AN INEXCUSABLE FAILURE OF DUTY, FOR WHICH NO 
RADIO OFFICER COULD HONORABLY ACQUIT HIMSELF. 

~i RE6~d; I E~o O~A T~f A ~~OX~, A~~~+ 0 Vv2~~~ C6~S 5~~E K§§Q~~~~64 A~gs H~~E~rL TIMES 
(WHEN CONTINUOUS "ATCH IS BEING 1viAINTAINED). BE PARTICULARLY DILIGENT 
DURING PERIODS OF BAD ~\EATHER COimITIONS. 

4. I T I ~ OFTEN DE~ IRABLE Aim NECESSARY TO LEAVE THE RADlO ROOM FOR SHORl 
PER I ODS OF TIME. \,EATHER AND HYDROGRAPHIC MESSAGES MAY BE TAKEN TO THE 
BR I DGE BY THE RADI 0 OFF I CER ON \,ATCH. uPON RECE I PT OF A REGuLAR 
OFFICIAL MESSAGE,t. THE DECK OFFICER ON WATCH WILL ASSIGN A SEAMAN TO 
DELI VER I T TO THt. MASTER AND DEPARTMENT HEADS CONCERNED. 


