AGAESS MEPLY TO COMMANDER
!JEPARTMEHT OF THE NAVV MiLITARY BEA TRANSFORTATION
SERVICE, PACIFIC AREA
FILifAPY SEA TRANSPORTATION SERVICTI. PACIFIG MEFA Pm o THE 52“. OF THS LETTLR
NAVAILL SUPPLY JENTER REFER TO 7 4 A

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94625

25 Sk i

Fror: vommander, Military Sea Transportation fervice, Faolfie
Ta: Commniiar, dilitary Ses Transpurtation Bervice

Subj: Improvewent o navigstionsl radar fasilities in O34S OPE
{(T-ar 110}, USNS WEIGEL (Z-4F 119, USNS GORION (T-iF 117),
TSKS WALZMR (T-AF 125) and USRS GAFisY (T-4F Le3;

Ref:  (a) OCHITS 1tr sey 1I8TMLHS of L. Dee 1966
(b, COMSTS 1tr ser 115TAR1 of 26 Sep 1966

1. Rafercnce (u) disallowed s Transalt request for suxiliary redars in
USNS FOPE, TSNS MEIQKEL and USNS WALSER dus to the restrietions in trans-
pert abip operaticms eatlined in roference (b).

2. It 15 apyreaisted that the expenditure of $20,000 per ahip for the
Luprovencnt of nmavigetissel radar facilities appears tc be imadvisable
due %0 the uncertain future eparetices ef the transports, hovevey, it
iz considered cheap imsurance whore the safo and prompt delivery of
irocps 13 eoncerned, 3inee almoat all MSTS ships except certais twanse-
poris are equipped with two rsdars, and sincs tetal relisbility sammet
be placed in one, it seems naecessary that ships heuling perscanel be
edequately equipped. Sheuld the ships be inactivated, the funds would
2ot be tetally lost since the units could be utilised {a the halance of
the fleet,

3. Recsnsideratisa of this rescamendatien is reqmsted. If any of the
ships conoerned are lnastivated, the radars wuld be released for fwriher
use, The following 1s the proposed unit for sach ships

USHS FCPE BCA CRM R2C-30
USEE WEICEL RCA 1 M1C-75
HSES MALXER RCA CRM N1C-75

4. In addition te ihe zbowe, it 12 requeasted that an RGA CHN K2C-30
radar be installsd in USN3 GAFFEY Af and when this ship i» retmrned te
asetive servise 1n liet of the AN/5P8-35 mnit nev om board. The estimated
cost 18 $18,000,

. OSN3 QORDON is equipped vith a Reytheen 1482 main radar end an auxil-

iary AN/SPS-35 radar, both in ressemably geod comdition. The a
redar artemns 1s presently mounted in a peor lssatisn, being shielded Wy

“Think Safety— Talk Safety—and Sell Safety”’
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