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Queat10ns bave been raised by Bb1pa' _te:rs and employees concem1D8 tIut 
appropriate type or dut1eB to be ass1gned quarteX'IIIBBten 1n addree ... ab1pa. 
In accordance with the provis1ons ot CMPI 6l.0.1~ and 1n COIUIOOIIDCe v1th 
shipboard requirements, tho to.l.l.ow1ng int'omat1on is t\u'n1sbed.: 

a. At sea 

(1) QuarteX'IIIBBte:rs abal.l be ass1gned to the wheel dur1ng tIMI1r 
nomal 4 on and 8 off sea watch. When requested by the employ .. IDA 
approved by the officer on watch the quartemaater _y be rel1.ve4 ~fW 
sbort periods ot t1me trom the Wbeel by a qualit1ed watchatander. \/hen 
this 1s done, the quarterm.aater may be ass1gned to dut1es nozmal.l.1 .stilled 
the Bbl.e selllll8D 1n tIut wheelhouse. 'l'he past pract1ce or rel1ev1DC till .an 
on the wheel tor other breaks such as cottee breaks sbal.l be cont2m "". 

(2) Dur1ng arrivals and d.epB.rQu'es one quartemaater shall. be at 
the wheel. It workload :requirements are such, the _tel' may ce.U out the 
other quarterm.aate:rs rrom the watch bel.oll to perform docld.ng stat.1oll dIlt1es. 
Since thes. two quarterm.aate:rs Will be on overtime, the I1188ter ~ .. s1en 
them to any docldng stat10n duties that are necessary. HGwever, the .. tel' 
should cons1der the tact that quartemaaters are chiet petty ott1c.~ IDd 
should ass1gn thelll to the less B.TdUOUB and dirty work. Enclosure (1) 1_ 
a suggested stat10n bill. 
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b. In port. qu...rw:ma.stel'8 aha.U be uaigned to the port anQbor~ 
aan.."'V8.y and fire watche.. 'lhe watchoa should. be rotated to inaunt eq\&Al 
di.tribution ot: nig1lt watches. ~_tel'll shall port:Ol'lll a.U dut1 .. 
DOrIIIAl.ly associated with the anchor, g~ and tire watchH auch .. 
w.a previou.oly pert:OMed by able seamen prior to the estalll1l1hment at 
the quo.rtemaater rat.1ns. Wben necenary, they may alao be requ1:re4 to 
perf'OIm other work auch as riss1n8 cargo l..1sbts tor a ahort period at 
t1me and only if such work does not intert:ere with the performance at 
their normal. watch dutie •• 

Since ql18.l'termasters are chiet petty omcera they are entitled to CIO 
-pr1 v1l.eges. 'lh1s doe. not 1Ue8ll, bailever. that they are enti t.1.ecl to 
aeparate staterooma unleS8 such .tatel'OClD8 are available. Un1f'Ol'lll 
requirements lillted in CMPI 594.3-4 for quarte1'lll8Sters are waived wII.U.e 
incumbents are servill6 in addreI1see IIh1pe. 

In add1 tion to the above, masters should take action to insure tb&t all 
ordinar.r se8lllen desiring upgrad1Il8 are g1 ven wheel and other nav1gat1cmal 
experience during their no=J. watch IIIIS1gnmenta. This practice ia CIOD­
a1dered desirable to 1nsure that ordinary seamen are afforded the 
necessary training to meet U. S. Coast GUard req1.lirements for able sHUll 
endorsements • 
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