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MSTSPAC INSTRUCTION 336O.2A 

From: 
To: 

SubJ: 

Commander Military Sea Transportation Service, Pacif'ic Area 
Distribution List 

Unidentified or hostile sub_rine contacts; peacetime reporting 
procedures f'or (u) 

Ref': (a) OPNAV Instruction 3840.6A (Reporting of' Vital Intelligence 
Sightings from Seaborne Sources) (Short Tit1e - MERINT) 

(b) MERINT Reporting procedure (OPNAV 94-P-3) 
(c) MERINT Radiotelephone Procedure Poster (OPNAV 94-p-3A) 
(d) MERINT Report Form MRF-l (OPNAV 94-P-3C) 
(e) JANAP 146 (D), CsnRdian-U. S. Communication Instructions 

f'or reporting Vital Intelligence Sigbtings 
(f') CH!C~"I~ IlIstrnctiQD Q33EiEh2E 

COMA::'WFcRPAC. ~NS,~ ()'3.~'-o.'2... 

1. Purpose. The purpose of' this instruction is to clarify procedure 
applicable to MSTS ships in reporting unidentified or hostile subDBrines 
in the Pacific Ocean and contiguous waters under other than wartime 
conditions • 

.., . 
• 2. Cancellation. MSTSPAC Instruction 3360.2 is hereby superseded and 

canceled. 

3. Inf'orDBtion. PurS1lllJlt to a directive in ref'erence (a), COIIIDaDder 
Military Sea Transportation Service distributed ref'erences (b), (c), ~ 
(d) to MSTS ships in-service (USNS). These publications provide simplified 
instructions and material f'or reporting intelligence information under 
Joint U. S. and Canadian procedures established by ref'erence (e). 
COMSTSPACAREA has obtained and will distribute additional copies of' reterencell 
(b), (c), and (d) as necessary. 

4~ Directive. 

a. Commissioned ships (USS) under the administrative control of' 
COMSTSPACAREA shall be governed by the ef'f'ecti ve edition of' ref'erence (f'). 

b. In-service shipS (USNS) shall utilize MI!:RINT procedures prescribed 
by ref'erence (b) in reporting unidentified or hostile submarines. In 
addition to addressees prescribed by ref'erence (b), (!ornmender Anti-submarine 
T>efszseForce, U. S. Pacific Fleet (COMA~RPAC) shall be . 
DBde an inf'ormation addressee on ini tial ~eports of' subDBrine contact. 

c. All ships shall use utmost care in identifying contactll all a 
submarine prior to transmitting a report. Erroneous reports can result 
in unnecessary and expensive investigative searches. It ill reasonable 
to assume that any subDBrine desiring to evade closer observation can do 
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SO. Ship's "hull down," small surf'ace craft in the trough ot a evell, whales and f'loating debris frequently are mistaken tor submarines. Watch personnel should be required to reView recOgnition manuals periodically to minimize cases of mistaken identity. 

d. In add! tion to message reports prescribed by subparagraphs a. and b. above, all ships shall submit an ampl.ify1ng letter report ot unidenti­tied or hostile submrine contacts, original to COMSTSPACAREA with copies to CINCPACFLT and appropriate Sea Frontier or Naval Force Commander. 

B. B. MclCDlNBY 

(MSTSPACINST 5215.2C) DISTRIBUTION: 
tNDL 32Q, 410, f'!\ AS?(. .. ., PMR Ships 

~IF, T-lOO ••• j/om'SPACARBA Act1v.1.ti8s only~ 

rvltlH£lL I USNS HARRIS COUNTY 
rlil,o.. "<Ut, USNS RIIIfIflIf A"'" oN" 

INFORMATION COPIES: 
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COMASDEFORPAC (2) 
COMNAVDEFEAS'rPACI 

COMWESTSEAFRON (2) 
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