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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
MILITARY SEA TRANSPORTATION SERVICE. PACIFIC 

N.S.C .. OAKLAND. CALIFORNIA 94625 
~3T:SPAJ 35"50"lF 
P-3D 
2l '!",rd, 1968 

MSTSPAC INSTRTJC'rION 3550.:JF 

From: Commander, Military Sea ?rarmportatio:u Service, Pa;:~ific 
To: Distri~uticn List 

S'.lbj: Eh8rge:lcy fire and abar,don ship drills 

Ref: (a) COMSi:SINST P3120.2C, Sllbj: Mministrative ar:d Cperati:Jg 
Procedures for Y.5TS Ships, Paragraph 2-8-5 

(b) CO¥.5TSINST P124l0.lA, Subj: L:..fetoat. Trair:i!lg (f'~ ds 

1. PtTl?ose. The p=pose of this Tr:struction is to prc~ulgat" 8::pple­
mental instructions relat::";e to 8ffi8rge::lGY fire and abar:d:m shiF drills 
~ondu.cted on beard sl:ip~ af)Gi~.od to IJ01v1'BTSPAG ani :s"'ibordi:cat"? ::.'(}~ands 0 

3. Ac.:ticn 

* 

a. Masters shall comply with refere"ce (a), !'·:us applic:abl'3 Coast * 
Guard rules and regulationf'. In st,ips w=.th l">i.litary d'~part:nents assigned, 
the rr,aster sh<ll1 afford lifeboat tra:'!ling to Itale merr.l:-')rs of the ~r.il:' tary 
departme:1t as described in s'~bparagraph b. belo~,. 

b. COMILJEPTS, Whose pri.mary re8por~si~ilit:;r is "':.0 ~.e pass8ngers,Q 
shall ensure that their perscnnel are capable vf launching and "perating 
lifeboats. All male members of m:;.litary departmer.tR shall receive in­
stru~tion and training in lii"eboat J..a~J..:.10hir.g and lifeboat cperatio!1 1!':der 
the supervision ef ships I l:.censed offic"lrs. The !ra1e ltemcers cf rr'.il~ tary 
departments shall be exercised freq'J.ently ie, Efeboat c-peraticn. At 
least once i:1 fNer,f three m0nths they shall, as a greap., f\<nction as a 
lifeboat lau-~ching ~rew ur.der the direct ~2pervisio~ of ship~1 officers 
and shall laU!lch the boats from cne of the lifeboat stations, :?hie shall 
be a station with nested lifeboats if the ship is so eqdpped. Lifeboat 
training and handling shall b" as pr,scribed in r8feren~6 (b). The ex­
tent cf participa.tion by n:G.-:-:-i tary depa.rt .. (·:(~~t p.srso:.lnel in aba=.don ahip 
drills on board USW3 ships shall be n..,:~sd :t71 t.t:.? ~jRe~~ar:k~~1 c'<1:;rr,u ·:A' the 
master 1 s mon-hl:.~- Tr~i:J,in-g a..."1.J. Dri.=':"l Re:rvrt (:tF..5TS F~rrr, a-.~d. R'3p'~.rt 
12410-5) . 

4. Critigt18S. In order t..~at the drills :r-..a.y 5erlit8 a3 a training rr,ediu.'1l 
as "~ell as a..."1 8yal"'.l8.tiGn oI read.i:)e8~~ ~ cI'i'tiq~;.es shall be held irm:ediately 
fol10wing the dril:!..s i:c such a locat:'Q~: as tt'3 rr.aster :r:ay directo If 
space par.:r..i ts , it is suggestr"3d. ths,t beat ';omplandeI's attend this .::ri tiq1.l8. 

RECEIVED 
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MSTSPAGINST 3550.1F 
21 March 1968 

5. Scheduling. observing. evaluating. The pre-sailing fire and abandon 
ship drills which are conducted at ships I home ports will be scheduled, 
observed, and evaluated by COMSTSPAC or the cognizant MSTS Office. 

R. KEFAlNER 

DISTRIBUTION: (MSTSPACINST 5215.2H) 
SNDL 4lD, 41F, T-lOO ••• MSTSPAC activities only 

Copy to: 
COMSTS 
41B 
USNS MICHEI.SON 

Authenticated: 

S. A. WILSON 
Directives Control 
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