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Fr'orn: Core;ander, 11ilitaI"J Sea Transportation Service, Pacifio 
To: Distribution List 

Subj: Burial at Sea; procedures for 

P",f: (a) BljMEDINST 5360.1B, Subj: Decedent Affairs Manual 
(b) BUPERS }~ual, Articles C-12301 through C-12.307 
(0) U.S, Nav-; Regulations, Article 2193 

i. p.~'2Q. The purpose of this Instruction is to prescribe the :)ro~()c1urcs 
for burial at sea "ithin the Eilitary Sea Transportation Serviee, Pacific. 

2. ;Infc r··l°.t ion. The Commc.ndant of the T,relfth Naval District v.ay rec,uect 
tl:o use of a l'STSPAC ship for a burial at sea. When a request is rccc:ivcd 
by COH3TSPAC, the requirements of references (a), (b) and (o) h2.ye been 
met 2.nd the authoriZation has been granted hv t,he Chief of Naval O:ccr3.tions, 
the Ascistant Chief of Staff (Operations) will determine the ship and tl,o 
date and tir.e the ship may be ayailable to perform the burial at sea, The 
Assistant Chief of Stuff (Operations) will provide the Master -.lith 
pertinent informetion. 

D. The l:v.ster of the ShiP. shall insure that ap:Jro:priate serviCE'S tL'1d 
b'..:rial ';1'e ,xroyided in keepin<; ,-lith references (a), (b) and (e) 0 "pon 
completion of the cere:c_ony, he shall notify COJ.STSPAC giving the tir.:e end 
loclltior. of t.he cOllmrl.ttal. 

C. Tb, Staff Eedical Officer will )rcvide the Master of the 8'i': ,,;:.th 
a ccrtific3.tion tl:at an inspectio~ of the bod;T or cremnted ashes, as rcq~ired 
by references (a) a..'1d (b), h"s been made prior to delivery to the shir, end 
t:l"t the re'.laioo of the deceased may be received for burial at ses. T;ce 
~ 2.stcr of a s:'lip should not recei '"Ie 8_ body or ashes for burial ~tli tbo:..1t tl:is 
certifico.~ion, in addition to the other documents required -oy Ch"ptcr S of 
reference; (a). 

c. Tb~, Staff ChaDlain will 'Jrovide a chaplain for apFropriate r·cli.:;icus 
cerenony Cor rrovide the }hstfJr with a copy of -Ceremony for Burial ci' t:co 
Dead at Sca" (::AVPERS 15046A) in the absence of a chaplain. If Jr.ncwn, 'eLc 
religicus "refer once of the deceased tlill be provided to the Laster. 
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d. All burial cerc!.lOnies shall be conducted in accordance with the 
provisions of references (b) and (c). The Commanding Officer, lli.li tary 
Department, shall, when present, coordinate appropriate honors for the 
deceased. 

e' The lhsters and COI:llllanding Officers, l'dlitary Departments, are 
enjoined to maintain the closest coordination with the various Staff 
members in order that remains of personnel for which the Department of 
the Navy is respcnsible shall be cared for in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the Navy end Harine Corps, and that surving relatives are 
accorded the consideration and sympathy due them. 
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