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Rules and Regulations for Military Explo­
sives and Hazardous Munitions 

1. Purpose. This Instruction advises the naval 
service as to the applicability of U.S. Coast 
Guard dangerous cargo regulations to naval units 
and activities. 

2. Cancellation. OPNAV Instruction 8023.7A of 
27 December 1962 is hereby canceled and super­
seded. 

3. Coost Guard Regulations Involved 

a. Code of Federal Regulations, Title 46, 
Part 146 (46 CFR 146) (subparts 146,01 through 
146.27): Transportation or storage of Explosives 
or Other Dangerous Articles or Substances, and 
Combustible Liquids on Board Vessels. These 
regulations govern the handling, packing, stow­
age, and transportation of the following (com­
merCial) types of dangerous cargo in commercial 
ships, domestic or foreign: ICC Class A, B,and 
C Explosive s; Flammable Liquids, Flammable 
Solids, and Oxidizing Materials: Corrosive Liq­
uids; Compressed Gases; Poisons; Combustible 
Liquids and Hazardous Articles. 

b. Code of Federal Regulations, Title 46, 
Part 146 (46 CFR 146) (Subpart 146,29): Detailed 
Regulations Governing the Transportation of 
)"1i1itary Explosives and Hazardous Munitions on 
Board Vessels. These regulations govern the 
transportation of military explosives (ICC Class 
A, E, and C Explosives shipped by, for, or tothe 
Department of the ArmY, the Navy, the Air Force, 
or the government of any country whose defense 
is deemed vital to the defense of the Uni ted 
states in domestic or foreign ships on the navi­
gable waters of the United states, its Territories 
and possessions (exclusive of the panama Canal 
Zone). For convenience, these regulations are 
distributed as a Coast Guard publication (Rules 
and Regulations for Military Explosives and 
Hazardous Munitions - CG 108, dated 1 August 
1962 - the "Red Book"). 
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4. Instruction 

a. Military Explosives. Naval ships, both 
commissioned and noncommissioned, and naval 
craft, when engaged in the transportation of 
military explosives or other hazardous articles 
a::; cargo (i .e., not as shipboard allowance or 
ship's stores) shall be loaded and stowed incon­
forrnance with the regulations contained in CG 
108, with the exception of the inapplicable pro­
visions enumerated in paragraph 6 below. 

b. Dangerous Articles Other Than Military 
Explosives. Naval activities offering such mate­
rial for shipment as cargo shall insure that 
packing, marking, and labeling thereof conform 
to the requirements of 46 CFR 146 subparts 
146,01 through 146.27, Dangerolls articles shall 
be fully identified in cargo stowage plans, ship­
ping manifests, bills of lading and other appro­
priate shipping documents. Activities responsible 
for loading and stowage of cargo shall insure 
that dangerous articles are stowed on board ship 
in accordance with the approved stowage plan. 
Commanding Officers of Navy commissioned 
cargo ships have responsibility for final approval 
of cargo stowage plans and are likewise respon­
sible that dangerous articles receive correct 
stowage. 

5, Applicability 

a. Naval and Other Cargo Ships. This direc­
tive applies speCifically to commissioned cargo 
ships (AE, AK, AKA) and to APA when transport­
ing military explosives as cargo. With the excep­
tion of paragraph 6 below, this directive also 
applies to noncommissioned cargo ships manned 
by civil service personnel and operated, in non­
commercial service, under the cognizance of 
MSTS. All other ships operated by or under 
charter to MSTS are subject to the regulations 
cited herein without any provisions being inap­
plicable. 

b. Other Naval Units. Reasonable effort shall 
be made to conform to applicable sections of CG 
108 when loading and transporting explosives 
and ammunition as Cargo in amphibious ships 
and landing craft. The loading and stowage of 
barge:::;, covered lighters, and other district craft 
including self-propelled barges and lighters shall 
be guided by 46 CFR 146 (Subpart 146.10) as 
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modified by section 146.29-49 of CG 108, unless 
further modified by instructions issued by the 
Bureau of Naval Weapons. 

6. Inapplicable Regulations. In CG 108, sec­
tions 146.29-13 (Permit for handling military ex­
plosives) and 146.29-1Z> (Authority to load, 
handle, or discharge; facilities and use) and 
146.29-17 (Prohibited explosives) need not be 
complied with by naval commissioned vessels. 
Responsibility for preparation of a cargo stowage 
plan rests with the loading activity or comr::and. 

7. Waivers 

a. other than as may be provided for in exist­
ing approved "':aivers, deviations from the re­
quirements of CG 108 and of this Instruction are 
not au:horized, nor is any command or unit em­
powered to approve such deviations. Should situ· 
ations arise in \· ... hich it appears infeasible to 
meet requirement{s), request for waiver of the 
specific requirement(s) may be submitted to eNO 
via the Chief, Bureau of Naval Weapons. 

b. 46 CFR 154 (Subpart 154.06) provides for 
COMSTS or his designated representative to ap­
ply directly to the Coast Guard for waivers of 
vessel inspection and navigation laws affecting 
ships operated by or under charter to MSTS. This 
Instruction is not intended to obviate or substi· 
tute for that procedure. However, no Naval load· 
ing or discharging activity is authorized to load 
or disc.harge a ship for whic.h a Coast Guard 
waiver of CG 108 has been so obtained until it 
has applied fOf and received specific CNO 
approval. 

c. In any case where a non-commissioned 
ship operated by Of under charter to MSTS is to 
load or discharge cargo at a facility not under 
Navy jurisdiction, eNO approval of any waivers 
applying to such loading or discharging is not 
required, 

8. Distribution of Regulations 

a. CG 108 was initially distributed to the 
following distribution list: 

SNDL 

2 

MB 

F2 
F3 
P9 

LI 
L19 
F77 
M26 
M27 
N128 

;.I5 
\VIH 
1V7P 
W9B 
W9C 
WIIA 
\VIIC 
WIIH 
1V1lL 
\V12A 
21 
22 
23A 
23B 

24 

26W 
27A 
27C 
27D 
31A 

31B 
31C 
32A 
32C 
32D 
32J 
32Cl 
32P 
32R 
32DD 

Bureaus (BUWERS, BUSHIRS, BU-
DOCKS. BUSAClDA only) (10) 

~av Dist&River ComdComdts (0) 
Base (5) 

Station CNO (GTMO and Rodman 
unly) (5) 

Shipyard (2) 

Ship Repair Facility (2'1 

Submarine Base (2) 

Suppl,y Annex (2) 

Supply Center (5) 

Supply Depot - less Great Lakes, 
.\1echanicsburg (5) 

Construction Battalion center (3) 

Station BUWEPS (5) 

Weapons Laboratory (2) 
ordnance Plant - (Macon only) (2) 
Propellant Plant (5) 

Ammunition Depot (20) 
Weapons Station (10) 
Magazine (20) 
Ordnance Fac ilit.y (10) 
BUWEPS FLTREADREP (5) 
Fleet Commanders in Chief (5) 
Fleet Commanders (5) 
Kaval Force commanders (5) 
Special Force Commanders 

(COMASWFORLAClT and COM­
ASWFORPAC only) (5) 

Type Commanders (service 
Force Commands (10); All 
others (2» 

Cargo Handling Battalions (.5) 

Service Force Administration(5) 
Sea Frontier commanders (10) 
Sea Frontier sectors (2) 
Amphibious Force Flagships 

(AGC) (2) 
Cargo Ships. Attack (AKA) (5) 
Transports, Attack (APA) (5) 
Destroyer Tenders (AD) (5) 
Ammunition Ships (AE) (5) 
Provision storeships (AF) (2) 
Cargo Ships (AK) (5) 
Oilers, Fleet (AO) (2) 
Gasoline Tankers (AOG) (2) 
Cargo Ships, Light (AKL) (2) 
Submarine Tenders (AS) (2) 

-

-

-



--

b. No additional distribution will be made 
until CG 108 has been revised and reprinted. 
probably in Calendar 1967. However, additional 
copies of the current issue may be obtained as 
required from publication centers in routine 
manner. 46 CFR. Subpwts 146.01 through 146.27, 
may be obtained from the Superintendent of Docu-
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ments, U.S. Government printing Office, Wash­
ington, D.C. 2042. 

Copy to: 

LOT ENSEY 
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations 

(Logistics) 

Commondant, U.S. Coast Guord (75) 
Army Moteriel Command (5) 
Chiefo! Transportation, U.S. Army TCENG (5) 
COFS, U.S. Air Force (AFMSS) (5) 
COMSTS (150) 
ASESB (5) 

Stocked: 
Supply and Fiscal Department (Code 514.32) 
U.S. Naval Station, Washington, D.C. 20390 




