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Liability

It is much to be regretted

That your goods are slightly
wetted,

But our lack of liability is
plain,

For our latest bill of lading,

Which is proof against evading,

Bears exception for sea water,
rust and rain;

Also sweat, contamination,

Fire and all depreciation

That we’ve ever seen or heard
of on a ship,

And our due examination,

Which we made at destination,

Shows your cargo much
improved by the trip.

Furthermore, the Protest
shows

That the Master blew his nose,

And the hatches were
demolished by the gale,

Ch, we’ll all stick together

To prove it's heavy weather,

For we’ve got the Cargo Owner
by the tail. .

S0 reserving all defences,

Alibis and false pretenses,

We suggest that your under-
writer man

Is the guy that’s out of luck,

We always pass the buck,

Yes—we always duck the issue
if we can,

'Tis a cause of grief sincere,

And we almost weep to hear

You are claiming for your cargo
wet by rain,

It really is a crime

That you’re wasting all your
time,

For our Bill of Lading clauses
make it plain

That from ullage, rust or
seepage

Water, sweat,
leakage

Act of God, restraint of Princes,
theft or war,

L.oss, damage or detention,

Lock out, strike or circum-
vention,

Blockade, interdick or lost twixt
ship and shore,

Quarantine or heavy weather,

Fog or rain, or both together,

We're protected from all these
and many more,

And it’s very plain to see

or just plain

Every Finger a Marlinspike? -

Lumberitis was an occupational disease of old steam. schoﬁner

hands. The Viswlfmsﬂsgr’np_t%ng,_weﬁ_thmhefhw to pick up and
feel every piece of- T they saw,

This ““pick up and feel’”’ is an inherent characteristic of sea-
men, A piece of manila line is inspected almost as much by feel
as by sight, The hand on the steering wheel feels just the right
amount of pressure; taking up the bolts when replacing the head on
a pump, the feel of the wrench tells when the bolt is properly tight,

What we are getting at is that whether you call it lumberitis or
something else, a sailor’s hands are pretty importantto him and to
be treated with the greatest degree of care.

Toole can be replaced easily, but artificial fingers or hands
never work with the same efficiency. Sometimesthe ‘‘whole’’ sea-
man has to be replaced and the unfortunate individual who lost his
fingers or hand is forced into some other occupation, less reward-
ing and certainly much less interesting than going to sea.

Because so many shipboard tasks require the use of fingers in
close proximity to heavy weights, lines under tension, and moving
machinery, seamen must constantly be on the alert to keep their
hands and fingers out of dangerous positions,

We recall a very able Bosun whowasa talented guitar player as
well, The deck gang were overhauling gear. A boom gooseneck
had been lifted and greased and was being reset in the swivel, It
hung up half way in for some reason. The Bosun thrust his hand
into the bottom recess to see what was causing it to hang up; ap-
parently released the gooseneck and it dropped intoplace, shearing
off three fingers of his right hand, From that time on not only was
the man totally incapacitated as a seaman {you try splicing a line
with only your left hand) but could no longer play his guitar, Of
the two, he was more bitter about the latter,

Recently we reviewed another case which left a man crippled
for life. An A.B., who had a reputation aboard for being a con-
scientious and capable worker, was pouring lubricating compound on
the life boat fall as it was being spooled on the drum. He was
standing on a side plate of the winch casing about two feet off the
deck and leaning over to see what he was doing, Somehow his feet
slipped and his hand became caught in the moving winch bull gear

—\w chewed off three fingers and half the palm of his hand,

ngineers have more than their share of bad finger injuries,
usually from improper use of hand tools. However, driving pulleys
on automatic starting equipment still seem to be claiming fingers.
Not so long ago an engineer had to replace the belts on an elec-
trically driven compressor. He shut the power off at the switch-
board and locked the circuit, He then removed the guard and re-
placed the belts, Wishing to check before replacing the guard, he
went over to the switchboard and energized the circuit. The com-
pressor did not turn over so he grasped the belts and pulled. At
that moment it started and he lost four fingers when the belt went
over the drive pulley.

“~_ As galleys become more automated, to the frequent injuries

from improperly handled knives and cleaversare addedthe hazards
of power meat saws, garbage disposals, meat grinders and potato
peelers.
Take Care of Your Fingers—
They Take Care of You!
-=Robert H, Smith
United States P, & [, Agency
(Division of Marine Office of America)

That our Liability

As regards your claim is ab-
solute nil,

So try your underwriter,

He’s a friendly sort of blighter,
And is pretty sure to grin and

foot the bill,
--Anoﬂ.
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Keeping Guns in the Home

Where and how firearms
should be kept in the home
often presents a problem,

The arrangement that is
proper and ideal for a police-
man, who hasa service re-
volver and who lives alone,
may be unsuitable for the
gportsman who has a variety of
firearms and lives with his
wife and three active young-
sters.

Some people believe it is
vital toinstructall family mem-
bers in the use of firearms, and
to make it a matter of honor
that no one handle firearms
without parental permission.
Other parents maintain that
firearms should be locked up
out of sight and, if possible,
secret from other occupants of
the home. Since there is no
one best method of dealing with
the problem, general guidance
seems preferable to inflexible
rules,

Common experience de-
mands that all firearms be kept
out of the reach of children
and immature or irresponsible
adults, Unloaded rifles, shot-

guns and handguns should at all
times be in a rack, cabinet,
closet, or drawer that is locked.
Under some circumstances the
method of storage should be
such that the firearms cannot
be seen. lLikewise, cartridges
and shells should be locked away
and preferably out of sight,
l.oaded guns in any house-
hold present a greater danger
potential than unloaded guns,
Usually, the only reason for
having a loaded gun in the home
is for protection against
criminal intruders. However,
there are two beliefs on this
subject that warrant review:
Some people maintain that no
loaded gun should be kept in a
home, Instead, when a gun is
needed, it and the ammunition
can be taken from storage, On
the other hand, people whohave

been confronted with an emer-
gency that requires a firearm
know that getting gun and am-
munition together can be asde-
feating as having no gun at all,

No matter how certain any-
one may feel about his solution,
he must make ample allowance
for the unexpected that haunts
our every pursuit,

While it may seem that in-
structions and cautions to
youngsters are sufficient, in
reality the gun that is out of
sight and behind a lock is less
likely to be the cause of trouble
than a gun more readily avail-
able,

In short, in the matter of
home gun security, it is safer
to be overly careful and tocom-
bine instruction and admo-
nitions with a securely locked
storage place.

Hand Care

Some people spend a sur-
prising amount of money and
time to keep their car’s finish
clean, rustproof and shiny, The
wash and polish cycle is inter-
rupted only when weather con-
ditions are bad.

Many of these car owners
who take such extra special
care of their cars don’t give
their skin a second thought,

When their hands get oily
and greasy they give them a
guick cleanup with gasoline,
naphtha, kerosene, turpentine
or strong lye soap.

These substances take away
natural oils from the skin and
may leave it irritated and in-
flamed.

Your best and safest clean-
up bet is an old standby—soap
and water, And a soft brush
will help them do an even bet~
ter job, A bit of lotion after-
wards will help prevent chap-
ping,

Home Firearm Check List

NOTE: These questions deal with the subject of firearm safety and are intended primar-
ily for guns in the home, but they also can be used as & check list by the hunter
or target shooter before leaving the home. The questions have been framed
so the answers should be “yes”. It is suggested that the check list be used
for each gun in the home.

Type of gun [ rifle [ shotgun [ revalver 3 pistal [ other
Use (circle one) Hunting Target Protectian Collection
Caliber Type of action YES NO

Is it unloaded? - e
Is the ammunition stored in a separate place? - _.
Is the ammunition locked up? - - [
Is the ammunition in a box which identifies it accurately? - [
Is the gun storad in a rack or case? J—

Is the rack or case always kept locked? - .

When handling a firestm, de you always keep your finger out of the
trigger guard? R .

Is the qun stored in sueh a way that children cannot get it?
Is the gun checked thoroughly before being used or stored?

‘When the firearm is removed from the case or rack is fhe action
opened immediately?

Have the users of the gun had Firearm Safety Training? - [
Are the metal parts of the gun free of rust?

Can you always state: "l kmow it is not loaded?"
Do you freat every gun as if it were loaded?

Are all guns brought into the home unloaded?

Do you ahways carry the gun in such a manner that the muzle is
under contral? [ N

Is the whole family familiar with the firearms in the home?
Is the bore clean and free of any abstructions? — . - N
Are all the metal parts of the qun free of heavy grease? [ [
Does the action wark freely?

Daes the trigger work freely?
Does the safety function properly? . [

Are you certain you carry only the proper ammunition for the qun
you're using? e — -

Is the gun always unloaded befare being transported? [ [
Is the gun cased or action open when it is removed from or put in a car?
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