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FrOll.: Chairman, Hilitary Sea Transportation Service, Pacific, 
Safety Council 

To: C-.md.er, H:Uitary" Sea Transportation Service, Pacific 

Subj: Co-.and Safety Council Meeting; report of 

Ref: <a> CClfSTSPAC Staff Inst 'lOO.lB 

II1cl, (1) Brief description of disabling work injuries 

1. -·Pur8U&1lt to retermce <al, the C--.ud Satety Council _t at 091!S 
GIll 27 SepteBber 1967. Hubers present veres 

CAPT T. F. Saunders, USlf 
CAPT J. S. Bailey Jr 0, UBI 
CAPT F. L. Lee, USN 
CAPT P. F. Straub Jr., USN 
CAPT L. B. KelsOD, UBI 
CAPT R. B. Greemaan, Me, USB 
LC1B L. Po Gor187, USB 
Hr. Carl W. Hassey 
Hr $ James Be SaTiski 

Members absent~ 

CIIl H. K. Welge, SC, USB 
Hr.. George Gold 
Hro C .. W. Lockard 

Associa te lI8JIbers present: 

CAPT Bo C. von Weim 
Mr .. J .. F. Pal..mar 

Hr. Eo E. Corliss 
Xr. J.. B. Hoskinson 
Mr.. Go J.. Seiffert 
Mr.. E. Bo Rolston 

Chairlllan 
Chief Inspector 
ACOS Operations 
lIIcR Offic er 
!IcR Officer 
Medical Officer 
AOOS AdministratiOD 
Depu.ty IRO, Alternate 
Deput7 advisor and coordinator J) 

Alternate 

SuPP17 Officer 
Industrial Relations Officer 
Director, Safety Division, 
Adri.sor and coorc:lina tor 

Port Captain 
For«man, M&R Shops 

usi;. to Deputy MIk1l Officer 
Deputy Supp17 Officer 
Suporvisory Port Steward 
Marine InTeetigator - ExawdDer 



2. The Cha:i.rman noted that the purpose of the meeting was to review 
our accident experience, ccmsider the effectiveness of our accident 
preveaticm prograa in order to recOlllllend practical JB8asures for im­
proving the sat.ty program. 

3. Old Buill.ss: 

The Bearing Consern.tion, Sight ConserTation and Hotor Yehiele Satet;r 
progruas were renewed and discuased. All were considered adequate. 
A loise Level Survey vas conducted in the USlS GEIGER. The overall 
noise level in all areas SUl"VeJ'8d is hazardous to personnel working 
therein. Bearing protection DSt be worn to avoid loss of hearing. 
Ear plugs have been :tarnished for this purpose. 

As ot 1 September 1967, MSTSPAC Medical Otfice aS8'Wlled the respcmsi­
bil1t;r tor f!JT8 exginaticma Uld prescription safet;r glaaes. Exam­
inations will be ccmdncted at the 100 Di8J*Ul&l"1'. Reqv.esiolS should 
be directed to Code P-bH. 

11 __ eye injuries vere reported during the quarter. Three were 
disabllDg work iDj11rles. 

One motor 'Yehlcle accident (DOD-preftnt&'ble) occurred during the 
quarter. A USB Ford pick-up, vhile parked in an authorized parking 
area, vas struck by a runaway 1956 Hercur.r. The est1.Dlated costs to 
repair the Ford pick-up was $189.00. 

MSTSPAO I s standing in the Hission Saf'et;r-70 program. vas renewed. 
FrequClCY rates attained for the first six JImlths of 1967 (Ja.nua.ry 
through June) were as follows!: 

Frequenc;r llate: 
II n 
n II 

.. II 

The JtSTSPAC estimated goal for the first six months of this cal_der 
year was a frequency rate of 3000. It is pleasing to note that this 
goal. has been met. 

A. progress report on Ozalid Process Health Hazards, Sth deck, Bldg 310, 
vas rendered. The engineering plans for relocating UIIIODia cylinders 
froa 5th deck printer.r to the 1.8t deck area, outside of the building, 
have been completed. 'When est~\ed costs are obtained., plans and 
costs will be su1mi.tted to the COlIIIIIand for approval, prior to calliu, 
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for bids. Only basic layouts have been started for the independent 
air supply and exhaust systems. This phase of the required install­
ation . was held up in the interest. of according priority to the re­
location of the UIIIIOnia cylinders. 

4. Hew Business: 

Twenty three disabling work injuries and. 107 first aid injuries were 
reported during the quarter. 3b% of the n~cidents involved striking 
against, 38% 1U18&fe m.echan~cal condition aad-.30% unsafe positicm.s • 
.Approxi.Mteq 67% of all disabliDg work injuries were caused by 
VDsafe perscmnel factors such as 1lIIproper attitudes and lack of lmow­
ledge. lfore trequent safety inspections vill reveal unsafe conditions 
which should be corrected before an accident occurs. More emphasis 
should be placed on Sate WorkiDg Procedures, also unsafe persoxmel 
factors at Departmental Safety HeetiDgs. Old timers should 3<&10 examples 
for new employees. 

There were 29 troop injuries during the quarter. None were seriouS. 

The explosive hazards of ether stored for lengthy periOds was discussed. 
It was reported that lIItIDT ether compounds form. peroxides when stored 
for lengiihT periods of time. These peroxides are potentia1J.;y very power­
ful explosives which could be initiated 1>7 heat or shock. Warning and 
safety precautions ccmcerniDg ether are contained in MSTS Safety: Manual~ 
OOHSTSDlST 5100.17 on Page 2-14-10, Part 2, Chapter 2-14-16-6.. Also in 
HAVSHIP'S Technical Manual Chapter 9300, Article 9300.4. All cOlltainers 
should be dated so that the age of contents 1lIAy be determined. Code P-hH 
vill survey stores of ether on board transports. Surplus and overage 
ether will be removed trOll &hips. 

The unsafe working condi tiona on the night decks of USBS carriers, which 
do not have tmy handrailing or chains on port. and starboard sides» was 
discussed. It was recOlllfl8l1ded that each ship submit a trmsalt request 
for in.8t.allatiOD of portable haDdrailing and chains. 

5. Recommendat.ions: 

That lIILSt.ers and heads of offices ashore: Ca) Hake a c_carted effort 
duriJlg the next quarter to detect and correct defective Dl&terial conditims 
affecting the safety of personnel; (b) place greater emphasis on UDsafe 
personal factors and unsafe working. procedures that cause the majority @f 
accidmt.s o 

DISTRIBUTION : 
(See reverse) 3 

or. F. SAUlfDms 



DISTRIBUTION: (HSTSPAt:INS'1' 5215.2H) 
SJIDL blD, hlF, '1'-100 .. 0 ... MSTSPAC activities only' 

Copy to: 
OOHSTS 
blB 
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IIlIEF DESCRIPTION OF DISABLING 'fI)RK mJURIES 

1. A Refrigeration/Oiler slipped on the vet oil1' deck in the reefer 
.chine17 space, lost his baJ.ance and sprained his right ankle, while 
going to wash his hands. 

COMMDlT: The slippery deck should haTe been wiped up i.mmed:iate~ after 
drajnjng condenser and oU lines. 

2. An electrician completed checking out the electrical ends of the tresh 
water pulIIps, stepped back onto a pile of handhole plates, lost his balance 
and struck his right upper arm against 113 pump. 

COIImIT: Bandhole plates should not be piled in walking areas. Exercise 
caution JDOV1ng around. pumps. 

3. A chief cook .. while stretching to latch a heaV reefer 'box door, lost 
his balance when the ship rolled. The door crushed his right thumb and 
inc:tIJx lager, cauaiDg severe lacerations on both. 

C<HIDIT: Request assistance when working in reeler boxes. Heavy doors 
ahould be hooked or secured in open position. 

4. A steward utilityman carrying a can of garbage to be emptied, spilled 
same on deck, then slipped on the wet area, fell on his side tracturiDg a 
rib on the right side of his bo~. 

COMKmT: Do not overload garbage cans. Obtain assistance to c&rX7 th_. 
Watch where JOll step. 

S. 4 lII.8SSlll81l, l"omdng up the gangway during the rain, slipped and fractured 
his right ankle. 

COMMmT: Emrcise more caution during 1Dc18lEJlt weather. Al.vays have one 
band on the railing. 

6. A'l able bodied seaman carrying a five gallon can half 1al) of paint, 
injured ll:.Lti lett foot when the weather door was blOlll1 shut. 

COMMl!NT: The door should haTe been secured open with the hold bacy hook. 

7. A wiper leaving the shower area misjudged his step and struck his big 
lett toe against an 8" coaming, fracturing:il:i. 

COMMPZiT: Look where you are going. It you sta,. alert, you will not get 
hurt. 



Brlet description ot disabling work injuries, cont' d 

8. A steward utilit1Jll8D vaxiDg tile deck on 01 level, in a backward 
JIOtion tovarda the l.addervell, slipped aDd tell do1m to t.be lover level 
ad spra1ned. his right mee. 

OOMlOlfT: ReYer work backvards toward an opening. Look where you are 
worldDg. Look ahead! . 

9. A steward utilit,.an h'ar17ing doIm a ladder with a trq ot dessert 
disbes, caught his right beel on one step, tell three teet and landed on 
the deck belov iDj11ring hia back. 

COJUmlT: Always be careful and use the bandraiJing. 

10. A third assistant eagiDeer was hol.diDg a nipple and bell redReer 
and battiDg t.hea against a reTOlv1Dg vire brush on a grinder. The v1re 
lruah caught the equipment drawing his haDd into the wire brush causing 
los8 ot ak:in on t.be back ot his right hand aDd right index tiDger. 

CCIIIlIlT: Use pliers or other tools to hold aal.l equipDl8lt vben buttiDg 
aga1J1st reYOlYiDg wire brushes. 

11. A bo81ll1 atteJlpted to tree a juaed tricing Une during a boat drill. 
When the line was treed, the boat naDC, caus1Dg hila to lose his balance" 
twist his right leg and tall overboard :b1to the sea. 

COMMDIT: Man ropes (aoDkq Unes) are provided in eacb boat and should 
be used. One hand tor your selt - cme hand for the work. Hold onto the 
man rope. , 
12. An able seaman" while descending adder f'rClll 0) deck to 02 deck, 
slipped dom f'rca the fourth step to the deck and sprained his lett anlde. 

COMHlIJT: Bl:ercise greater·cautiaa going'dtm\ ladders. Hold _to hand­
rail.1Dg. 
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