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CHEatOFF LIST FOR HELICOPTER EVACUATION 

Rnm4BER: 

As master, each member of your crew is your responsibility and although 
the Coast ~rd, the doctors, and other a,encies may assist you, he is your 
1IIIIlI. 

Helicopter evacuation is a hazardous operation to the patient and the plane 
crew, and should only be attempted in a matter of life or death. PrOVide the 
doctor with all the information you can concerning the patient so that an 
intelligent evaluation can ,be made concerning the need for evacuation. 

Tod~IS helicopters can only proceed between 100 and 150 miles offshore for 
a pickup, and then only if weather conditions permit; so, if an evacuation is 
necessary, you must be prepared to proceed within this range. ' , 

WHEN RlQUlST.IlIl HELIOOPTER ASSISTANCE: 

a. Q:l.ve accurate position, time, speed, course, weather conditions, sea 
conditions, wind direction and velOCity. Type of vessel, voice and CW frequency. 

b. It not already provided, give complete medical information including 
wether or not the patient is ambulatory. Refer to the chapter "Medical Advice 
by Radion in the U.S. Govermnent text, "The Ship1s Medicine Chest and First 
Aid at Seall for detailed instructions. 

c. If you are beyond helicopter range, advise your diversion intentions so 
that a rendezv6us point may be selected. 

d . If there are any changes in any items, advise immediately. Should the 
patient upire prior to arrival of the helicopter, be sure to advise. Remember 
tile tli&ht crew are risking their lives attempting' to help you. 

PREPARATIONS PRIOR TO ARRIVAL OF THE HELICOPTER: 

a. Provide continuous radio guard on 2182 kcs, or specified voice fre­
quency it possible. The helicopter normally cannot operate CW. 

b. Select and clear most suitable hoist area -- preferably aft with a 
1Iin:iJlnln of 50 feet radius. This must include the securing of loose gear,­
..aiDes, antenna wire, trice up of running rigging and booms -- if hoist is 
art -- lower flag staff. 



c. It hoiet is at night, light pickup areas u well as possible -- be sure 
;you do Dot mine any lights on the helicopter so the pilot is not blinded. If 
there are obstructionll in the vicinity, put a light on them so the pilot will 
be avare ot their pollition. 

d. Point searchlights vertically for aid in locating ship and secure When 
helicopter is on scene. 

e. Be sure and .dviae location of pickup area before the helicopter arrives 
so that he may adjuat for and make hia approach to aft, amidships or forward 
u required. 

f. Remember there will be a high noise 
voice communication is almost impossible. 
U10ng the crn lIho will assist. 

HOIST OPERA'l'IONS: 

level under the helicopter so that 
Arrange a set of hand signal. 

a. It POI sible have the patient moved to a position a. close to the hoist 
area as his condition permits -- TIME IS IMPORrANT. 

b. Nol'\ll&l.lJ', if a litter is required, it will be nece..,ary to move the 
patient to the epacial litter lIhich will be lowered by the helicopter. Be 
prepared to do thiB as quickly as possible. Be sure patient is strapped in, 
tace up with lite jacket if his condition permits. 

c. Be IlUre patient is tagged to indicate lIhat medication, if any, vu 
administered and lIhen. 

d. Have patient's medical record and necessary papers in envelope or 
package re~ tor transter with the patient. 

e. !pin, if the patient's condition permitll, be eure he is wearing a life­
jacket. 

f. CIlange oourse to permit the ship to ride .. easilJ' as possible with the 
wind on the bow, preterablJ' on the port bOli'. Try to choose a course to keep 
stack gases olear of the hoist area. 

g. Reduce speed to ease ship's motion but maintain steerageway. 

h. It you do not have radio contact with the helicopter, when you are in 
all respects ready for the hOist, signal the helicopter in with a "cOllIe on" 
111 th hand or at night by flashlight signals. 

i. Allow basket or stretcher to touch deck prior to handlin, to avoid 
static shook. 
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j. If a trail line is dropped by the helicopter, guide basket or stretcher 
to deck with line; keep line clear at all times- Line will not cause shock. 

k. Place patient in basket sitting with hands clear of sides or in the 
litter as described above. Signal helicopter hoist operator when ready for 
hoist. Patient signals by nodding head if he is able. Deck personnel give 
thumbs up. 

1. If necessary to take litter away from hoist point, unhook hoist cable 
and keep free for helicopter to haul in. DO NOT SECURE CABLE TO VESSEL OR 
ATTEMPT TO KlVE STRETCHER WITHOUT UNHOOKING. 

m. When patient is strapped in stretcher, signal helicopter to lower 
cable hookup, and signal hoist operator When ready for hoist. Steady stretcher 
from swinging or turning. 

n. If trail line is attached to basket or stretcher, use to steady. Keep 
feet clear of line. 

SAVE THIS CHECK LIST -- THE INFORMATION IS ESSENTIAL. 
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Cruisille 00Dd1 tiCID aet 814 1U1Dta1De4 
S't.e8riJIe eq1.De l'OClIII.., , is ad reIId;r if' 1IItCIeIl"'.tq 
Word puaecll lifo &MIdD' 
lIWP 38(0), lire ftFt.1Da UId DO IIa-aalJI GIlt tor retel'4llce 
Ship b,ndl1".. 1I1Dcl 3So ott bowl ~ platt.,", 
lIIergeDCT ~t lIlIode reM.1J 1111 ..... to -.n doJckJ crell ready 

COJ9tmlICmONS 

__ I,' Si&JIal. f'laa l1li4_ ~ aD4 properlT 1lHd (IIID) 
fl. SP phOPell troa bridp to helo lIP lQ'ea 

-.-..:~ Ra410 tel_PlCMC pe..'" 1IlJ bridp ' to h.lo' 
__ ._: • letabllshed aDd ettect1ft 111 a nel 
__ ll. H.Dd sigllal.s arrugM .. ,. paz ....... l1D hel" op area 

12. Plaue D1reotor prot101.a\ 18 cCID\lol .i .... '. 
---:J3. Use ot rutr1ot.d - lus.UUiV aicJlal.1IbeD ilpprOpriate 

BQlI.P}iD'l 

_--:lla. ~ wo 002 tire ~ aDd PI d:q cmera1cal. U 80 eqU:1pped 
15. Firat aid kit •• tretalaer. 814 bJaNreta , 

---:1.6. two t'1re stati~ relldTl hoeee, aa..ue, applicatons and Ill" gates 
17. lire !ipt1llc IN1t ad two OIA'. 

---:18. fen !i.e pllOD caDI ot f_. tIIO tOUI s-rat:1D1 unite 
],9. W aDd Gree flAp aDd wadi tor I'ignal1D' 

--'20. IDltalled eqtdJp it prtpG'ed tar \We 

Dla:: . ' BBt.O 0' ARIA 

n. Clear,locatlOD des1FaW ... -.rked 
-~~. Door, aDd hatches (.00 ... oprntnp> MOIIl"«l 

23. UDII80aaeU7 pereoanel _lear ot aNa 
--:21&. PerllOzmel .... unS directl¥ vital helo .....me 1OCI1- and pr~r~ dre8aed 

25. t.ooe. par or huarcI8 Melli'" or I , ... 
--~26. Proper b· ... ,1 0I or w1re all4/or litter trca belD 
__ ,27. fvo tire b_ char.- to hll preuure 

aBImIW. 

_-:28. Sutf'1cltrDt perltOllllel Ul'ipedl tire pe.rV) fir st aider! bridge; eag1neer1Dc 
_--:29. Helo bill prepared ........ 

.30. Orgao1 .. tiCllJ etteat1ft ---':n. H\.n1m1lll at no1.. ad ocatu1CID 
_-::32. Loo.dereb1p d1apla;red 
__ 33. Sa!etJ precauti~ obae.ied 


