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EXTRACTS FROM THE UNITED STATES NAVY REGULATIONS 

"The quartermaster's notebook shall be a chronological record of events 
occurring during the watch. Entries in the quartermaster's notebook shall 
be made at the time of occurrence of each event, or when knowledge of such 
occurrence is first obtained. The quartermaster's notebook shall be signed 
by the quartermaster of the watch on being relieved." Article 1038, U. S. 
Navy Regulations. 

"N 0 erasures shall be made in the deck log, Quartermas­
ter's Notebook, magnetic compass record book, engineer­
ing log, or engineer's bell book. When a correction is 
deemed necessary, a single line shall be drawn through 
the original entry so that the entry remains legible. The 
correct entry shall then be inserted in such manner as to 
insure clarity and legibility. Corrections, additions, or 
changes shall be made only by the person required to sign 
the record for the watch, and shall be initialed by him on 
the margin of the page. 

"Should the commanding officer direct a change or addi­
tion to one of the foregoing records, the person concerned 
shall comply, unless he believes the proposed change or 
addition to be incorrect; in which event the commanding 
officer shall enter such remarks on the record over his 
signature as he deems appropriate. 

"No change shall be made on a log after it has been signed 
by the commanding officer, without his permission or 
direction." Article 1036, U. S. Navy Regulations. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR KEEPING THE QUARTERMASTER'S 

NOTEBOOK 
1. The Quartermaster's Notebook is an official record of 
the ship. No page shall be removed from the Quarter-
master's Notebook, nor shall any page be used for any 
purpose other than that herein intended. When each 
notebook has been completed, it shall be delivered to the 
Navigator for execution of certification contained on 
inside of the back cover and then retained in the ship's 
files for a period of 3 years, after which it may be 
destroyed. 

2. The Instructions for Keeping Ship's Deck Log (NAV­
PERS-15876) shall be used as a general guide in main­
taining the Quartermaster's Notebook; however, it shall 
be borne in mind that those instructions shall not be con­
strued as modifying in any way the preciseness or detail 
required of the Quartermaster's Notebook. 

3. The Quartermaster's Notebook, in large part, forms 
the basis for the Ship's Deck Log remarks of the Officer 
of the Deck. In this respect, the Officer of the Deck 
should supervise its keeping, requiring that all pertinent 
information and data relative to each event or occurrence 
throughout the watch, including exact times, be entered 
accurately and chronologically as they occur. Should the 
Officer of the Deck, in reviewing the entries for his watch 
in the Quartermaster's Notebook, deem any such entries 
to be incorrect or that there are omissions, he shall take 
appropriate steps to have the correct entries recorded. 
In this he should be guided by Article 1036, U. S. Navy 
Regulations. 

4. Each quartermaster of the watch shall write his own 
watch legibly in pencil or ink, and as directed by the N avi­
gator or the Officer of the Deck, and affix his signature 
thereto, together with the time he was actually relieved 

of the watch. The remarks shall cover III great detail all 
the events of the watch, including the names and exact 
time of any changes in the Officer of the Deck or of the 
Conning Officer, and insofar as practicable, shall be writ­
ten with the same phraseology and in the same manner 
as watches in the Ship's Deck Log. Each event shall be 
recorded at the time it happens, or when directed by the 
Officer of the Deck. 

5. It is difficult, if not impossible, to write a good deck log 
from memory without the aid of a well-written Quarter­
master's Notebook. In writing his remarks, the Officer 
of the Deck mayor may not include details found in the 
Quartermaster's Notebook, depending upon the impor­
tance of the event or the outcome of a series of events. 
For example, the notebook should include each change of 
course and speed. The deck log remarks of the Officer 
of the Deck for entering or leaving port or conducting an 
exercise, however, may summarize this as "steering var­
ious courses at various speeds," if the exercise was accom­
plished without incident. Each aid to navigation sighted 
(including buoys) and the times when they are passed 
abeam and lost from sight (for the major ones) should be 
entered in the Quartermaster's Notebook. When these 
aids to navigation are very numerous, the Officer of the 
Deck need list only a few of the more prominent ones in 
the Deck Log. Every contact, whether visual, radar, or 
sonar, must be logged by the quartermaster. When visual 
and radar contacts prove false, their inclusion in the deck 
log would merely clutter up the log and obscure important 
remarks. However, in case of a grounding, collision, or 
other damage, the Officer of the Deck would require infor­
mation in great detail from the Quartermaster's Notebook 
in preparing the remarks for his watch. 
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