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1ND 

6 February 1967 

Ie There is no Status of Forces Agreement in effect in Vietnam. 
l,erchent Seamen, technical representatives, Department of the AI'IllY 
civilians and contractor personnel accompa~ng US Forces in the Republic 
of Viet.nam are subj'lct to the laws, regulations, police authority ard 
jurisdiction of the courts of the Republic of Vietnam and courts co~vened 
undzr the Uniform Code of ilil:itary Justice. Civilians in RVN are expected 
to conform to standards of conduct similar to those required of military 
pE't'scnnel. The following information lihich 1s extracted from current 
VTSAC Circulars ~nd Daily BulletinS, prescribes standards of conduct for 
military and civilian personnel in the Vung Tau area. 

a. Curfeli and off-limits restrictions: 

(1) Between 2200 and 0400 hours daily, all Vietnamese places 
of ~u,~nz~s, entertainment, public places, private residences and streets 
e,re oif-l.imits except that the streets may be used by authorized trans­
po:..'ta tion. 

(2) Between 2230 hours and 0400 hours daily all Vietnamese 
transportation is off-limits. 

(3) Two-wheeled vehicles (except horse-drawn) driven by 
Vietnamese Nationals are off-limits at all times. 

(4) Between 2LoO and 0400 hours tionday thru Saturday and 
betw'3en 0100 and u400 hom's Sundays and Holidays, a general curfen, 
estc.!:>i.i3hed by the Vietnamese Government is in effect. All U, S. person­
nel 11ill be in their assigned quarters or place of duty during curfeH 
unless excused by competent authority, 

(~SAC Cir 630-20 dated 25 Jan 67 and Change I dated 4 Feb 67) 

b. An bo:!jes of water in Vietnam are' off-limits' f"orrecrea­
tic-nal Sl,rl"Ill"ing wleE's I'pecifically approved. There is only one author­
iZE d ~;~nrr:ni.r,g e,rea on tt,e Vung Tau penin'lUh.. That is the US supervised 
bec.;:h 0'1 Back Beach, shcMn below as unsha6ei. All other water and beach 
areas in t'oe Yic~.ni":,y of Bac'; Beach a~'e off .. limits, as shown by the 
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c. Drivers of all vehicles ,;ill abide by Vietnamese traffic 
1a'-1s and speed limits (20 l'lPH in the Vung Ta~l Area) (Ref: VTSLC Cir. 
58--1 dated 16 August 1966) 

d. Carrying and possession 
except in duty and/or travel status. 
and lhCV Dir 210-2) 

of weapons is strictly prohibited 
(VTSAC Cir. 350-3 dated 1 Oct 66 

2. US lIilitary and civilian persolUle1 are in VietnaJl) to assist the 
Vietnamese in their Har against CO!IlIllunism. ,lith this assistance we also 
assume the responsibility to help curb inflation and civil disobedience, 
factors ,-,hich detract from economic and social stability and diminish the 
results of our productive efferts. 

FOR THE COlIT'AlIllEIl: 
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E. i·~. ROBPTSOrJ 

CPT, AGe 
Adjutant 
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From: Officer in Charge Military Sea Transportation Servide Unit, Vung Tau 
To; Masters, MSTS CH~rtered Vessels, VUng Tau/Cape st. Jacques Anchorage 

"lbj: Launch service and liberty informa.tion 

This is to ennounce the operation of a 50 passenger liberty launCh, servin~ 
)ssels at Vung Tau/Cape st. Jacques, and to provide some informatiam on 

. iJerty in the area. There are no cOlJl!lercial launches available in the Vung Tau 
Cape st. Jacques area. 

2. The liberty launch is a modified LCM-6 operated by the Alaska Barge and 
Transport Company under the direction of OIC MSTS Unit Vung Tau. It is intended 
for uce primarily of USNS and GAA vessels, and is aVailable to those ships at no 
coct. MSTS TD~e Charters, Space Charters and other U.S. Flag ships will be 
servi~cd on a reim')ursc,ble basis as capability permits, and only Jipon receipt 
by the coxswain of the Ilaster's signed request for launch service. When the 
boat ari'ives ',.,8 Coxs',m;'.: will give the Master a form letter to be signed. 

'<'or the ~)r"Sc;1t, la,,"cco opere,tions are limited to hours of daylight. The 
i) . .J..o'.'ing sc>r;d"log '.,·Jill ,')0 maintained: 

FirG t ru:: ", 130 DC"Part pilot p~in'" 

C900 Arrive pilot pier 
0930 r"Part pilot 'pier (does not p;ick-up shorB 

leave party) 
1230 dri'Val first ship (Pt. ,(knh R:li ,Area), 
~330 Depart pilot pier for swing of ships 
1500 Depart pilot pier for swing of ships 
1630 Arrive pilot pier 
17 00 Depart pilot pier for swing of ships 
1800 Arrive pilot pier (SECURE FOR THE NIGHT) 

4. The local curfew is fLom 2200 hours through 0400 hours, during which time 
no one is permitted to be on the streets. Overnight accomadations in Vung Tau 
are very limited throughout the week, and those intending to spend the night 
B.2hor'o should :' alec: fir, reservations early. There is NO return transportation 
c c'tc' 1700 laL;ch, SI ps holding at Vung Tau for Saigon discharge should be 
"'dar" that notificatio:, of early morning pilot times is normally giv61 on the 
1630 radio check the cning prior to the river transit. 

5. Vung Tau is a small community and resort area which has become a large 
TI'ulti-national military and civilian comnunity. There is a growing ffiortage 
cf food, housL ng, water Dnd the area is suffering from accelerated increases 
j'1 the bas'c cost oc' 'i.\"ing. The money your crew members put into the local 
,.conomy >D.ll be cpprecip.ted by the civil ccmnunity only as long as each 
., nd:'vidual 8XO"C:' ,cs judgement and responfi bility in spending his lIDney so as 

o l'~t CC~C".'l,L 0 C(.' 0. c.'aling cost of living. A currency exchange and 
customs ofLece is only loc"t,ad across the street from t he pilot pier. All 
r~,nn9 cor,in' -"ore on Uberty will change all U.S. Dollars to Vietnamese 

of; .;8. F:'Uary police and Vietnamese are on the 
,~ me 0n the black market. Crew members 

"U.LG bc ""c,rned not to t8.ke a chance. 



6. Crew members ashore must recognize that they c>rc urfec t:oc jeeit;dication 
of both U. S. Milite,ry Pol' >8men and city polic eme;} of thc 'ty 0:: Vung Ta'~ 

and must obey the lawful lers and instructions iscjed bJi >18m, :.fpon being 
informed of an alert, an enemy attack, or of thc tcmrorar7 placir.{; "UFF r.HilTS" 
of Vung Tau, crew members should return immE'dic:t81:·,r to the pilot pier '..',-here 
shore to ship transporta.tion will be provided 2.~~ sonE 0..8 pos2itlc.. T::-::8G8 
policemen have the authority to apprehend 2Ild detain U ,S. cc_-ili2n merc,1an-c 
seamen. 

7. Vung Tau offers several interesting shops, llU;;C;:>OU3 sr;,>'lli ::,,"l'S, ciu':>3 and 
restaurants, and some excellent swimming nt beck ~Jc[',ch, Tho ,c~c" thcL is 
considered secure, includes Vung Tau prcper ''ld t :,<0 B:cc:, Seecci-, LLC"a.':'8 tHO 
mountains are not patrolled and arc oui:, of bou:,,_d~; -(0 tho.J<j nJ~ ')n o~fici-?l 
business. Under no circrunsten ees shm 11d 0:"""-'01 -c"-': at ~8i;':~~- ~·:-:.d ':1.:-:.- ~_ r'cc the VllnE; 
Tau Area. 

8. Those of us on official duty in ,nns To_'>' [',1'-; Llde:wC":cnc to 08"'_0'" ths 
Vietnamese in winning their war against the _Curcoc of c:cr.Tll.[T'.-X'". :-'~_:!'3~::lg 

tho standard of living, stabili\!ing their e~o;}O;;J' aCid VeLg t:'1c.1: cause 
to admire and respect the United states ane O'.lr ..,',," 0" c.ife, ",oj C"-21 c:~"ist 
us in accomplishing this mission by inm.:.r":'.ilg -:::_13.-~~ ·G>.,~ 1:_·,.:..:,1"t38~~',~ c.!' ~\/Ju::, cr8l'; 
are individually aware of their rcsponsibilit;" ,'Ole,; the :iosiEoll of U'8 ul'itei 
states Government concerning the protecti.on to 'oe -':iffor\~..:::d Uj.~·G!:;d S:~ates !1onN4 

military citizens -who violate 1fietnC::Lrrl<3se lc:.vL rl..[-".~; c::-::.-,i:T:-J.-:C:.' c:~c~ ("_./":0:9(._ ~':'-''::''on 

of you and your seamen is most earnestly 8oi~"i_-C8:;, 

9. Radio checks are made daily with Pore ConL'ol E'lieon on 2/16 KC", at 0800 
1400, 2.nd 1630 daily, 2.11 times are local. U,J"n "''.l'S"O chock'_n:; i;oto the net 
Ylaster should give deepest fresh "rater c,llft, 'xnL,,,,,; en L::'Dd c:cd fresh water 
on hend. 

10. While ships are at anchor off Cape st. Jace,nos their 2f'~'_'" Kill 'co 
provides for by Harbor Entrance Control's pdrol boats, Tiles8 boats "Till be 
on 24 hr. patrol around the harbor. Thoy frequ-,c°-::Cl:,- run ,'rlthon':· li[tts at 
night and Masters 1 IDP.<='t rauticn security bUer~ls -::'c i=_:.:.ci:12.~:] '::~>P!'Jy .. :-~ir..:; 
boats. Do not shoot at approaching smc:ll boats d:t~iOU-:' positiv8 identification. 
First notify Harbor EntrMce Control of any ,nspicious Dcat lEOve'Ilent" ;,n t.he 
vicinity of your ffiip. 

Jrunes A. Dunn 


