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1. The j-laster held a meeting of the Ship I s Scfety Committee in his office at 
1300 this date. The following members were present: 

Captain G. W. BERLIN, Master; Hr. -,hn. H. C\ll1c'linghe.m, First Officer" 
Hr. J. R. Rhodes, Chief Stewardj Hr. 1. C. McHugh, Purser(Recorder); 
LCDR II. B. Cobb, Jr. USN, COllILDEPT, and 1T S. R. EdwIards, HC, USN, 
Hedical Officer. 

2. The meeting ~re.s opened with the reading of the minutes of the last SafetY' 
Committee Meeting, foliolfed bI a reading and discussion of the departmental 
safety meating minutes held during the last month. It was found that all 
deficiencies re;)ol"ted therein wore minor and can be corrected by the Shi?IS 
force. 

3. The l'.aster as:,ed the De;?artmcnt Heads if they had any safety hazards to 
report. All replied in the negative. 

4. The ~laster stD.ted th.:.t after a recent emergency drill it IfaS reported to 
hir~ by one of the ship I s officers th.:-.t 2. cre,mum had refused to obey an 
ordor issued by that officor, the reason given being "that is not my job." 
The ilaster directed the Department Heads to rod,e SUl"e th.. t all m(]l]lbers of 
their departments fully understand that en ordor issued 11'.1 2ny shi::>IS officer, 
during a drill or actu.:l emergency, i.s to be instc.lltly obeyed under pain of 
severe discipltm-:ry action, and th:-.t if thero is '"1lY question 2.S to whether 
the order given is a "proper orderD or e "legc.l order" that quos'.;ion llill be 
resolved later. The Haster If6,1t on to ste.tc th:.t it is ve7:'J ;~ossible that 
sone ot the nell men, not yet [lI·rare of the rigid requirements for unquestioned 
c""q)J j ence with orders froL'1 superiors, durj,ng drills or actu.:l emorgencies, are 
under the im,)rossion t~t thoy do not have -~o cOl:1ply lJith 2.n ol'der unless it is 
issued by Iln officer in ',;heir own department. The ile.st::or dil"Ccted thD.t this 
subject be tully doaU 11ith when indoctrin<.ting now men, and that it frequ~ntly 
be nwntioned d depert.tlental sdety meotings. 

5. The lfaster e:_.-Jressed gre.ve concorn rcgerding incidents during this voyage 
involv:mg injurios to -the eyes fron the use of chemice.ls. This llI£ltter was 
discussed at length. In SUJllIll£.I".r, tho j,c,stcr directed the DO~12rtL1Cnt Heads to 
emphasize to -their DlOn the ira;~ortc.'lce of tree.ting ",11 chemiccls 1'lith duo rospect. 
All posted ardors, )recc.utions s)elled out on lc.bols, etc. c:i."e to be s'.;rictly 
observed by anyono using chemicels for cleani.'lg, etc. HO;l not f",miliar \lith the 
vc.rious chomicels used :til ships should get the e.dvice of their suporvisors 
before using them. Tho 2.ccidents do not c.ll'a~"s ha;)pon 0,1 "sor"" other ship." 
Allol,ing fUll10S and the chamicel itself to touch the e;;rcs or I!ony o:x:)osed skin ca.'l 
be veI",/ dnng(lrous and at times fat{::l.. This is <: subject l1hich c2.nnot be too 
highly stressod £,lld must be given the atte:ltion it dosorves if \1e e.re '';0 :)revcnt 
crippling or ;)crhaps fatal injuries, the Mastor \,arnod. 

6. Tho accidonts I1hich occu.'rcd sinco 1£.s',; Safety Hooting \-101'0 revimrod. 
Outside of thoso caused by chomic~ls discussed ~bovc, thoy \-10ro minor ~nd for 
tho most ?2.rt c;::used by the usu~l 2.ssortmm1t of caUSOS stich as f2.11ing doun 
laddors, sli:9ing on wet dec~,s, etc. Tho I,u..stor om,)hasized th2t tho nucleus 
of journeymen in ships noways must bo cOllti.'lually on guard to dotect ~nd 
correct unsafo pre.ctices by tho nolf men to tho ond tl1.:. t our accidant~ record Ifill 
be contained with e.cccptublo liL,its. 

7. The mooting adjourned ~t 1350. 
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