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EINUTES OF SAFETY GOiMITTRE M.ETTiG:

l. The Master held a meeting of the Ship's Safety Committee in his office at
1300 this date. The following members were present:

Captein G. W. BERLIN, Master; Mr. Wm. H. Cunningham, Firat Offieer;

Mr. J. R. Rhodes, Chief Steward; i, L. C. McHugh, Purser(RBcorderS;
1LCDR W. B. Cobd, Jr. USN, COMILDEPT, end LT S. R. Edwards, }C, USN,

Medical Officer. ‘

2. The meeting was opened with the reading of the minutes of the last Safety
Committee Meeting, followed by a ireading and discussion of the departmental
safety meeting minutes held during the last month. It was found thet all
deficiencies reported therein were minor and cen be corrected by the shin's
force.

3« The Master asied the Departmcnt Heads if they had any safety hazards to
report. 4All replied in the negative.

4o The Master stoted theut after a recent emergency drill it was reported to
hin by one of the ghipts officers thut = crewman had refused to obey an

ordor issued by that officer, tho reason given being "thet is not my job."

The ilaster directed the Denartment Heads to molie sure thet all nmombers of
their departments fully understand that cn order issued Yy any shipls officer,
during a drill or actucl emergency, is to e instantly obeyed under pain of
severe disciplineryy action, and thot if there is any question os to whother

the order given is a "proper ordor” or a Mlegzl order® that quostion will be
resolved later., The Haster weat on to stete thit it is very Dossible that

sore of the new men, not yet awarc of the rigid requiremeats for unquestioned
compliance with orders from supcriors, during drills or actucl emcrgencies, aroe
under the impression that they do not have to coiply with an ovrder unless it is
issued by an officer in {their own department, The liester dirceted that this
subject be fully deali with when indoetrinciing new men, and that it frequently
be mentlened &t departmental szfety meetings.

5. The llaster expressed grave concern regerding incidents during this voyage
involving injurios to The eyos from the use of chomicels. This matier wes
c¢iscussed at length. In summcry, the lizster direcctcd the Denertmont Heads to
cmphagize to their mon the impertance of treating =1l chemicals with due rospcet.
A1l posted orders, reccutions spelled out on labels, ete, are to bo strictly
observed by anyone using chemiccls for cleaning, cte. Mon not familiar with the
various chemicals used in ships sihwuld get the zdvice of their supervisors
before using thems The cceidents do not clways hanpon oa "some other ship"
Alloving fumes and the chemicel itself to touch tho gyes or ecay cxoosed skin can
be very dangerous and at times fatal, This is ¢ subject which cannot be too
highly stressod snd must be given the atteation it doserves if we are %o srovent
crippling or perhaps fatal injuries, thc Mastor werncd.

6. Tw accidents vhich occurred sinco lost Safcty Meoting were reviowed.
Outside of those causcd by chemicels diseusscd cbove, thoy werc minor and for
the most pert caused by the usu:l assertment of causcs such as fzlling down
ladders, slispiag on wot declks, ete. The lnstor emshasized thet the nucleus

of journcymea in ships nowdays must be continuzlly on guard to detect and
correct unsafo practices by the now men %o the cnd thei our aceident rocord will

bc contained with cceeptable limits.

G. W. BERLIN

7+ The moeting edjourncd =t 1350,
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