USNS GEH. JOHH POPZ (TAP-110) G.JB:mh
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28 Dec 1966

HINUTES OF SAFETY COiMITTER MIRTIHG:

l. The Master held a meeting of ths Ship's Safety Committee in his office at
1300 this date. The following members were nresent:

Captein G. W. BERLIN, Master; Mr, Wm, H, Cugninghem, First Offieer;
Myy ¥9 By Bhodes, Chief Steward; ir. L. C, McHugh, Purser(RecorderS;
LCIR . B. Cobb, Jr. USN, COMILDEPT, and LT S. R. Edwerds, NG, USN,
iedical Officexr, '

2. The meeting was opened with the reading of the minutes of the last Safety
Committeec Meeting, followed b a reading and discussion of the depar¥tmental
safety meeting minutes held during the last month. It wes found that all
deficlencies reported thersin were minor and cen be corrected by the shints
force. '

3« The Masier asked the Department Heads if thoy had any sefety hazards to
report. A4ll replied in the negative.

4e The Master stated thot after a recent smorgeney drill it was reported to
him by one of the ship's officers thot & crewman had refused to bbey an

ordor issued by that offieer, the rezson given being "that is not my job."

The liester directed the Department Heads to mole sura that all mcmbers of
their departments fully understand that za ordor issued by eny shints officer,
during a drill or actucl emergency, is to be instcatly obeyed under pain of
severe disciplinary action, and thot if there is any guestion &s to whother

the order given is a "proper order® or a flegzl order" that question will be
resolved later. The iaster went on to state thot it is very Dosaible that

soe of the new men, not yel awarc of the rigid requirements for unquestioned
compliance with orders from superiors, during drills or actucl emcrgencies, are
under the impreossion that thoy do not hove to comply with an order unless it is
issued by an officer in their own department. The Hastor direceted thet this
subject boe fully dealt with when indoctrinating new men, and that it frequently
be mentioned at depertmental safety meectings.

5. The liaster expressed grove concorn regarding incidents during this voyage
involving injuries to the eyes from the use of chomicels. This matier wes
discussed at length. In summary, the liastor directcd ths Dedcrtment Heads to
emphasize to their men the importance of treating 211 chemicels with due rospoet.
A1) posted orders, sroccutions spelled out on labels, ete, zre to he strictly
obscrved by anyone using chemicels for cleaning, cte. Mon not familiar with the
various chenicals used in ships should get the advice of their supervisors
before using thome The cecidents do not zlwawys happen on "some other shio."
Allowing fumes and the chemicel itsclf to touch the eycs or cny ox)osed skin can
be very dangerous and at times fatal., This is = subjeect which cznnot be too
highly stressed and must be given the attoation it deserves if we zre to arevent
crippling or perhaps fatal injwries, the Master warned.

6. Tho accidents which occurred since lost Safcty Meeting were revicwed.
Outside of those coused by chomicels diseusscd cbove, they were minor and for
the most part eaused by the usucl assortment of causcs such as fzlling down
ladders, sliyping on wot decks, cte. The kizstor emphasized thot the nuclous

of journcymen in ships nowdays must bc continuzlly on guard to deteet and
correct unsafe proctices by the now mon to the ond thot our accident record will

be conteined with zeceptable limits.
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G. W. BERLIN

7. The mocting sdjourned =t 1350,
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