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From: Chairman, Military Sea Transportation Service, Pacific 
Safety Council 

To: Commander, Mill tary Sea Transportatio:: S"rvioe, Pacific 

Subj: Comma.l1d Ss.fety CQuncil M8eting; I8port of 

Ref: (a) COMSTSPAC STAFF INST SIOO.lB 

Encl: (1) Brief descrtpticY'. of dieabli'lg work ~nJuries 
(2) Injury frequency and severity graph of MSTSPAC ships 

1. Pursuant to reference (a), the CmJlJnaad Safety Council met at 1330 
on 11 June 1969. Mernbe,rs present were. ~ 

CAPT R. A. Hutbard, USN 
LCDR W. L. HobbC'" USN 
CAPT R. B. Greenrr.an (MC) USN 
CAPT H. C. von Weien 
Mro R~ E. Cc.:rliss 

Mr. R. Sustarich 
Mr. C. Massey 
Mr. C. W. 10c;kard 

Members absent: 

CAPT F. L. Elefante, USN 
CAPT J. S. Bailey, Jr., USN 
CAPT J. E. Hugus, USN 
CDR H. K. Welge, (SC) USN 
LCDR L. F, Gorley, USN 
Mr. George (}()ld 

Associate members present: 

Mr. J. F. Palmer 

Mr. E. Rolstc~, 

Others present: 

Mr. G. J. Seiffert 

Acting COMSTSPAC 
Readines's Officer, Alternate 
Medical Officer 
Port Captain, Alternate 
Asst. Deputy Engineertng 

Officer, Alternate 
Deputy Supply Officer, Alternate 
Deputy IRO, Alternate 
Dir. Safety Division, Advisor 

& Coordinator 

ACOS Operations 
Chief Inspector (ATAD) 
Engineering Officer 
Supply Officer 
ACOS Administration 
Industrial Relations Officer 

Superintendent, Engineering 
Shops 

Director Claims Division 

Supervisory, Port Steward 

2. Rep,)rt cf Lt,8 pr8"}iouc' msetiLg 0'1 18 M'irch 1969 was reviewed and 
the action di,rected by COMSTSPAC has been carried out. 

3. Old .Business 1 

a. The Sight C(\~,se"v~.t.ion, H81irlLg Conservation and Motor Vehicle 
Safety Programs were revi'O'Whd. All were considered adequate. The 
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occurrence of four minor eye injuries indicate that additional 
emphasis is required to prevent eye injuries. The Hearing Conser­
vation Program was discussed at length. Sufficient noise level sur­
veys have been conducted to indicate that noise hazardous conditions 
exist in all PAC s~ips and that hearing protection must be worn by 
personnel in er~ne spaces for protection against hearing loss. Per­
sonnel who have tried ear muffs have,in general, preferred them to ear 
plugs. All engineering personnel are encouraged to wear either ear 
plugs or ear muffs. One preventable motor ve~icle accident occurred 
when the driver stopped his vehicle at the entrance to NSC and then 
backed into a vemcle astern while maneuvering aro1l.'ld a stopped vehicle 
ahead. 

b. Programed improvements in the ventilating system at the point 
of operation in the engineering design area are scheduled to be com­
pleted 7 July 1969. 

4. New Business: 

a. Eight disabling work injuries and sixty-five first aid 
~nJuries were reported during the quarter. Thirty-seven percent of 
the accidents imwl ved anuIlsafe cor.di tion and eight.y-eight. percent. 
involved an ULsafe act. ';:'\.;enty six percent of tbe injuries involved 
striking against an object. Improper attitude was reflected in seventy­
six percent of the &ccider'.t~epo.rts. Acci.d6nt. prevention is worth our 
best thought ar.d effo::t. DOL't expect less of arlYone. 

b. Ther" ;re:r'e two injuries to troops reported during the quarter. 
Nei ther was se:dous. 

c. Nine invitees were injured. One lost time due to the injury. 
A longshorerr.an fell i!'.t.u a space between containers stowed in a deep 
t1lIlk. 

d. The follmdng ships and s:Cops had no disabling injuries during 
the quarte::-: 

ASTERION 
*ALATNA 
*BARTLET'r 
BRETON 
*CORE 
*CARD 

*CROATAN 
DESTIGUER 
,:KIMBR:J 
~K;jLA GULF 
LAURENTIA 
;~l:'E}mLETON 

PETRARCA 
*PERSEUS 
"PT. CRUZ 
~~DAYIS 

*JvlERCURY 
"FLYER 

HUNTSVILLE 
*KINGSPORT 
lMATERTOWl\l 
*WNGVIEW 
·*ELTANIN 
~-MICHElEON 

lfSEALIFT 
*RANGE TRACKER 
SHOUP 
*SILAS BENT 
SWORD KNOT 
lfSUNNYVALE 

* - denotes that the ship or chop had no disabling work injuries to 
da.te tbid Y',ar. 

e. The ~!edical Officer, Captain R. B. Greenmarl reported that a 
number of ma::-ine perso'lO.e.l. ~ecen"::'y were four,d t;or,a·ve serious diaabling 
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illnesses which timely detection could have prevented or minimized. 
Annual physical examinations are conducted for the benefit of the 
individual and to protect other ships personnel from communicable 
diseases. All marine personnel are encouraged to take advantage of 
the opportunity to receive an annual physical examination for their 
own benefit and to avoid inadvertent spread of disease to their de­
pendents or shipmates. 

5. Recommendations: 

a. That masters stress the importance of rece~VJ.ng annual physical 
examinations and of seeking treatment for communicable diseases or other 
conditions that might jeopardize the health or well being of the crew. 

b. Review COMSTSINST P)120.2C Chapters 7 and 8 and reinstruct all 
ships officers in their safety responsibilities in connection there­
with. 
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1. -. PaRJ'1III&II alleged ho burned h18 hnd whe a ho' water fauoet u .. 
expoctanlol,y ~Dg about due to tho water pressure. !e d1.cl not repor\ 
the i.eident URU 60 hour. later at which ti_ a t eat of the iutallation 
failed to SUbstantiate thl allolation that water p,.ea8ll1'e caus" the 
taucet to lWiog about. 

2. An Ordinar.r Seaman exterlSing his a1"llls to llleaeUN a length of li_ for 
a schooner guy snapped his right shoulder in 11:10 process. WorlSezo 1Iho 
finished aeasurlng 1I:Ie line aDd hmr it was d0ll81 

:-. III Able Seaman was struck on the side of the head by a McClIlJV' hook 
set in violent :notion by release of stored up toll8l.on on a t1d.stild boat 
fall as the lifeboat be08llle waterborrll. It 18 II:)t easy to install the 
talls 1d.thout t1l'1atl~ the wire but it can b!l done. 

110 111 lble Sa_n securiq;g gripes on a lifeboat received a tru1sed finger 
when a teUOIr lIOrker closed a pelican hook on it. '!"QU don't need help to 
get hun - watch that other fellow. 

,. An Able SeIllllll&1!8tU1"niDg frOll ahore leave slipped as he aU.pted t~ 
step ,)n to the ahip's braw aDd severl,y lacerated his leg. 42 .titche. 
(ind 90 d~ later he was allIo.t as good as new and adding t, .. his ,4 
.years of experience. 

,,' An Ordinaq Seaman slipped on .. !;hip' s incllllilcl ladder ",nd twisted his 
knee. No uneare condition indicated. A t_ lieek. later while stopping 
through a dool:'1lq the door CloNd on hla toot. Aein DO unsafe condition 
indicated. Careful if you expect to become an Ab 0 Seaman. 

? An Able Seellan using portable electric buffer oa a steel plat. pre­
car1oual.;r positioned, lost coatrol of the situation and lIOuDd up with 
an iQjured toe w hen the plat. fell 01'1 hie foot. Wonder 1Ihat _ke. a 
Seamall Able' 

.' :: \ ;\ to -
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