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Memorandum

To "Mr. Cunningham, 1lst Officer, USNS POFE "DATE: ] January 1967
FROM  :H. C. Sanders, Relief Officer

SUBJECT: James V. Stephens, Able Seaman, relief frem duty of

At 1135 hours this date I walked into the wheelhouse and observed tephens
sitting on a steel with his head and chest resting eon the log table on

the starboard side of the wheelhouse, apparently asleep. Ailengaide of
him a still smoeldering cigarette had burned almost its entire length

into the table top.

I called to Stephans to wake up, but he did net arcouse, After calling
twe or three times in & loud veice without success, I shoek his sheulder
and called to him. He slewly sat up, but seemed totally unaware of his
surreundings. He smelled strengly eof ligquer. The burning cigarette

was mentiened te him, but he denled smeking it.

I told Stephens to ge beleow and get some feod and lunch. He did net
answer eor meve. I again instructed him to go belew and get his lunch.
He said ke was not hungry. I teld him te get up and walk areund and to
go and get seme coffee. He wanted te know if that was an order, and I
replied in the affirmative. At that time he left the bridge.

Stephens returned to the wheelhouse at 12, and I went te lunch. I had
previously requested the Master at Arms te check about the vesael for
qualified Deck Department persennel to assume Stephens' watch. The Master
at Arms advised that the Deck Yoeman was willing te stand the remainder
of Stephens' watch.

At 1220 heurs I returned te the bridge and found Arentz, Deck Yoeman,
walting there. At that time I teld Stephens that he was relieved from
duty, and the reasens fer deing se. Stephena then told Arentz that he
was geing te fight this and that he, Arents, would be his witness.
Stephens said he was net going te leave the bridge. When it became
apparent that he intended to remain on the bridge, I ordered him to
loave and he did.

Threughout this centact with Stephens it was neted that he smelled strongly
of liquor, his eyes were bloodshet, his speech was thiék and slurred, and
he had difficulty in cemprehending what was said to him. When standing

he was unsteady on his feet. When he walked he staggered slightly and
fellowed semewhat of a rig zag pattern.

In my epinien Stephens was intoxicated and was not only incapable of standing
his watch, but was a threat to the safety of the ship as demonstrated by
the burned table top.

A log entry has been made covering this actio,W: M
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