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5010-IOA 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO : Mr. Cunnincham, 1st Officer, USNS POPE 

FROM : H. C. Sanders, Relief Officer 

-DATE: 1 January 19_7 

SUBJECT: James V. Stephens, Able Seaman, relief from duty of 

At 1135 hours this date I walked into the wheelhouse and observed 0tephmls 
sitting on a stool wHh his head and chest resting on the log table on 
the starboard side of the wheelhouse, apparently asleep. Al~ngside of 
him Ii still 8IIIeldering cigarette had burned almost. its entire length 
into the table top. 

I called to Stephans to wake up, but he did not arouse. After calling 
twa er three timee in a loud voice without success, I shoek his shsulder 
and called to him. He slowly sat up, bu.t seamed total.l7 lUlaware ot hils 
surreundings. He lIIlIelled strengly ef liquer. The bu.rning cigarette 
was lIIentioned to him, but he denied smoking it. 

I told Stephens to ge below and get sOllie food and lunch. He did !MIt 
answer er IJIOve. I 88ain instructed him to go bels" and get bis lunch. 
He said he was not hung17. I told him to get up and walk areund and to 
go and get seme ceUee. He wanted to know if that was an order, and I 
replied in the aftlmative. At that time he left the bridge. 

Stephens returned to the wheelhouse at 12~, and I went to lunch. I had 
previously requested the Mastor at Anas to check about the vessel tor 
qualified Deck Department peraonnel to assUllle Stephens' watch. The Master 
at Anna advised that the Deck Yoeman was willing to stand the remainder 
of Stephens' watch. 

At 1220 hours I returned te the bridge and found Arentz, Deck YOSlJl&ll, 
waiting there. At that time I told Stephens that he was relieved tl'Qlll 
duty, and the reasons for doinc se. Stephens then told Arentz that he 
was goinc to fight this and that he, Arentz, would be his witness. 
Stephens said he was net going to leave the bridge. When it became 
apparent that he intended to remain on the bridge, I ordered him to 
loave and he did. 

Throughout this contact with Stephena it was noted that he nelled strongly 
ot liquor, his eyes were bloodshot, his apeech was thiilk and slurred, and 
he had difficulty in comprehendinc what waa eaid to him. When standing 
he was unstead7 on his feet. When he walked he stagered slightly and 
followed somewhat of a zig z88 pattern. 

In lIlT epinion Stephens was intoxicated and was not only incapable ot st.andinc 
his watch, but waa a threat to the safety of the ship as demonstrated b7 
the burned table top. 

A log ent17 haa been made covering thilS action. ~ ~rvk~ 
~v C::5ANDERS 


