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The International Convention on Load 
IJnes. 1966, with annexes, was signed for 
the United States at London on Aprtl 5. 

, 1966. nno recommended to the U.S. Scn-I ate on &ptcmbcr ]2, 1006 <see Sennte 
i Ex. Doc. S, 89th Cong .• 2d sess. for the 

CommJttee on Foreign Relations). The 
U.s. Sconnt.c consented to its ratification 
on October 13. 19(jd. It was ratified by 
the President on November 4, 1966. and 

; notice of the U.S. acceptance has been 

I deposited with the Inter-Govemmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization In 

i London. 
~ The International Convention on Load 

LIne., 1966. w1ll enter Into force 12 
months after at least 15 governments, 
including 7 each wtth not less than 1 
mllllon r.ross ton. ot shipping, have be­
come parties. Procedures are provided 
tor amending the convention by (n) 
unanimous acceptance. (b) after con­
sideration in Inter-Oovemmental Mari­
time Consultative Organ1zatlon, or (c) 
after adoption by a specJaJ conference. 
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The purpose of the convention Is to 
estabUsh un\!Olnl prtnclplcs and rules 
wtth respect to the Jlmlts to which ships 
on Intemntlonnl voyages mo.,. be loaded, 
having regnrd to the need for sateguorcl­
tng l1fe and property at sca. Annexes, 
formtng an integral part of the conven­
tion, embody regulations for determln­
Ing load lines indicating the depth to 
Wblch vessels may be loaded according 
to the geographical zone and the season 
of the year in which they operate. eer­
t1ftcates are :prescribed for issuance to 
ships surveyed and marked in accord .. 
anee with the convention, or validly 
exempted. 

The oonvention and regulatlons are 
designed to bring up to date the prin­
ciples and rules that have been applied 
tor 33 years under the Load Line Con ... 
ventlon signed at London on July 5. 1930 
(47 stat. 2228: Trenty SerIes 858). Sci­
entifiC c1cvelopments. improvements in 
ship structures, and the experience 
gained in the past three decades have 
indicated the need to revise load line 
regulations so as to improve economy 
and safety in shipping. Great changes 
have occurred -·In ship desIgn and con­
struction, shl~bundlng technology and 
shJp operation. New types of closing 
appliances, In particular metal hatch 
covers, have lmprovcd the watcrtlrrht in­
tegrity of ships. Other technical tlcvcl­
C'pments (the extensive use of weldin::. 
the rounded gunwale. etc.) have alBo be­
e ome widespread. The vast Increase in 
the size at ships, particularly tankers 
and bulk carriers, has made It necessary 
to extend the existing freeboard tables t()!. 
cover ships up to a length of 1.200 fe:.t. 

The convention does not apply to sh''''!! 
of war. new shfps less than 24 met:rs 
<79 feet) long, existing ships of less than 
150 gross tons. pleasure yachts not en­
gaged In trade, and fishing vessels. 
Ships solely navIgating the Great Lakes 
and the St. Lawrence River, the Caspio.n 
Sea, and certain South American rivers 
are also excepted. A ship not normally 
('n~nRed on International voynr,es but 
which. tn exceptional circumstances. 
must undertake such a voyage may be 
('xcmptcd if safety r(;rpllrcment.. are 
met. Exemptions nrc aIm available for 
ships engaged in sheltered voyages be~ 
tween neighboring ports and ships em~ 
bodying novel features useful in research 
nnd development, provided that safety 
requirements of the countries visited are 
complied with. 

Existing treaties on load I1ncs continue 
to have full effect as rcr:-ards (a) ships 
to which the new conv('ntion does not 
npply and (b) ships to which 1t applies, 
In respect of matters for which It has not 
expressly provided. 

When the International Convention on 
Load Lines, 1966, does come Into force, 
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It w1ll provide load lines for a different 
range of vessel size than the 1930 Con­
ventton and additionally for unregistered 
vessels. Speciftcn.lly, new vessels 79 feet 
(length) or greater will require load 
lines, while load Unes for existing \"c~sels 
nre based on a minimum of 150 cross 
tons. Many large ships not covered In 
full previously will now be covered by 
definite regulations. Also. existing ships 
which meet the additional requirements 
of the new com'cntion will generally en­
joy (\ reduced frccbo!ud £i.c. incl'c:\scd 
caPBr:ity' when compared with l03d lines 
110W ,(\E~i~T:.C'd under the 1930 Com'cn­
t!CHl. All ('xist1ng ves8e'ls ,,-hieh cannot 
mrct the nddiUonnll'cquircmcnts will re­
mnln under the 1930 Convention until it 
Is renounced. at which time they w1ll 
5!'et n 19G5 Lond Line Certificate with a 
freeboard essentially identical to their 
present freeboard as a ship "not comply­
ing with" additional requirements. 

During the intermediate period before 
the 19G6 Convention comes into force, 
it has been determined desIrable to per­
mit ASSigning Authorities under the In .. 
ternational Load Lines Convention, 1930, 
as permitted by ad~in1strattve provi .. 
sions contained therein, to utilize cer .. 
tain provisions in the 1966 Convention 
for those ships not specifically covered 
in the ID30 Convention. Fol' example, 
the 1930 Convention doC's not Pt'('scrlbe 
tabular fr('cbonrds for tnnk,'l"s land 
specio.l type 'ressels as referred to in 
Art. 8 tl1erein) above 600 feet in length 
nor for other \'"cssels a.bove 750 feet in 
length, but leaves the tabular frceboards 
of such vessels to be determined by the 
respective Goverr.:ncnts. 

For those vessels desiring to utilize 
certain provisions in the 1966 Conven­
tion and which meet certain prescribed 
requirements, special load line provisions 
are prescribed as a new Subpart 43.03 in 
40 CI"H Part 43. which arc ~;(~t fflrth below 
ill this doeumcnt. 

It has been also determincd that the 
substitution of an equivalent minimum 
bow height for the forecastlc l'f'quircd 
by Hule 91 of tile International Loml 
Line Convention. iD30, is Pt'l'lllit!{'d nn. 
der the substitution pl'ovision in Article 
18 of tile 1930 Convention, J Tl thts re .. 
p;ard. the minimum bow h('ig-l~t :is speci· 
fied in Rr-:::'ubtion 39. t\nnf':" T. of the 
19f5 CC:;i"C::~ion is acecJ)te,! [Is being 
,,: :e?::~ r.O: [·~ccti\'e 85 the H'lll'rement 
to ha7e a forecastle in TIule !J1 of the 
1930 Con';ention, 

Usc of the load line provi~jions in 46 
cpn Sllhp::rt 43.03 below, whkh are ap. 
pllcahh~ 1.0 certain ~;hips wlll'lI qualify. 
1111'. lu!(II'r Ulf' n'rpl11'1'1n!'lli:l 1111'n'ln, will 
not j'1'!;!lIt, ill It load liJlI' 011 nil."" !;neh ves­
st'l wilkJl III llJe judi'.mclI!. 01' the Com .. 
maudullt \','ou!u be above the :Ictual line 
at safety. 

It is r,r'rC'by found that emrL'rncy con· 
ditions l'xist and it is n{'Ce~'·,:~l'Y in the 
public intC'l'f'st to Pf'l'mlt qualiftrd shtps 
to Htil1.~C' the .sPt'cinl IOtld lint' provisions 
ns set forth In this docHmvllt.. It Is 
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found that compUance with the Adm1n1s­
trative Procedure Act (respecting notice 
of proposed rule makine. publ1c rule 
m:\!dng procedures t!:crcon and effective 
date requirements) 13 contrary to the 
public. Interest, and tllerefore, these ac­
tions are exempt from such requirements 
under the prOVisions of section 4 of that 
Act (5 U.S.C. 553), 

By virtue of the authority vested in 
me as Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard 
by section 632 of Title 14, U.S. Code and 
Treasury Df'pnrtment Orders 120, dated 
July 31. 1950 (15 1;t.R. 6521) and 167-48. 
dated October 19. 19G~ (~7 F.R. 10504) 
and tile authorities cltcrl with the regu­
ltltions below, the folluwing o.cUons are 
ordered: 

I. The load ljne._rf_Irg.~ Ii! = 
Part 43 shall ij, '!f! b",lns 
after § 43.01400 .. n bp!>.rt 3. • 
consisting of II 43.03-1 to 43.03--20, 
inclusive. 

2. The special load: line. proVl4iDns 
deslgnated.s 45 CFRSubpart 43.03 shan 
be effective on and after the date of 
publ!cat!on of this document In the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

Subpart 43.03-Spedol Load Un. Pr."lIton .• 
Applicab1e too Certoin Ship, . 

Sec. 
43.03-1 
43.03 .. 3 
43.03-5 
4S.03-10 

43.03-15 

43.03-20 

Cicncm1. 
Spec1:'!i detcrmtnt!.tiooEl. 
(11'lIr~al tcqulrcmenta for nllllhipa. 
A<lli!tlonnl rcqulrcment,e nppllcable 

tu t;.\ukcrlt. 
ShIps. other than tankera. not &at. 

Jsrylng the flOodIng and damage 
stnblllty criteria. 

Ships, other than tankers, which 
co s:tttsfy the flooding and dnm. 
ace stnblllty crIteria. 

AUTHORITY: The provl!l1ons of this Subpart 
43.03 lsst:.ed u::dcr 6CC. 2, 15 Sta.t. 14.03, as 
amended, sec. 2, 40 St.."l.t. 888. B8 amended; 
46 U.B.C. BGa, e8:\.. Treasury Department Or. 
ders 120, JUly 31, 1050, 15 F.R. 6521; 167-48, 
Oct. 19, HHl2, 27 F,n. 10504. 

NOTE: EXCl'pL where flpccUlcally noted 
otherwise in ~ubpart 43,03, the regulation 
numbers ill the text. of this subpart nrc those 
of Annex I to tIle Internationnl Convention 
on Lond LIIl('s. 1066. 

~ 1 :1.0:1-1 «;rnf'rlilo 

(n) 1'hf' I Ilternationnl Convention on 
I,oad Linc~;. 1!)G6, was ratified by the 
President on November 4, 1966, and the 
notice of LT .S. acceptance has been de. 
posited \\lth the Inter·Oovernmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization In 
London. During the intermediate period 
before the 1 %6 Convention comes Into 
forec, the provisions of that Conven .. 
tion may he utilized so far as they in no 
way contravcne the nrovlsions of the 
Intrl'mtl,lonal Lond Line Convcnllon, 
1030, ond jf thcy nrc ul1l1zed In accord· 
ance ",:ltll the special provisions In this 
subpart. The following General concU .. 
lions nre necessary prerequisites to the 
use of the 1 !:l66 Convention: 

(1 ~ All npplkable provisions of the 
Int.cl'l1ati0o:l1 Convention on Lond Lines, 
1966. musl Ill' met: 

(2) There can be no contravention of 
the Internattonal Load Line Convention, 
1930, while it remains in force; and 

(3) In no case shall a freeboard be 
assigned to any vessel which is less than 
the final freeboard expected when the 
International Convention on Load Lines, 
1966, comes into force. 

(b) The following three classes of 
ships having International Load Line 
Certificates will be eligible for freeboards 
assigned according to certain provisions 
of the 1966 Convention: 

(1) Tankers over 600 feet in length. 
(2) steamers, as defi:r-.ed in § 43.05-1 

(a). OVer 750 feet in length. 
(3l Special type ships over 600 teet in 

length. 
(lcaoss REFEl\ENCE: Bee ArUcic 8 ot Intema .. ,.nat Load Line Convention. 1030, and para. .. 
graphs (7) to (9) of Regulatlon 27 o{ Inter. 
national Convention on Load Lines, 1966. 

(C) Since the assignment of U.S. 
CoastWise .Load Line Certificates Is not 
limited by the eltectlve Intern.tlonal 
.Load Line Convention, the minimum 
length limits in paragraph (b) of this 
section do not apply for the assknment 
of coastwise load lines. Therefore, ef­
fective immediately, existing §§ 43.15-98 
and 43.30-75 may be considered rcplaced 
by the (l.ppUcable provisions of thc Inter .. 
llational Load Line Conv(', j !,jUll, 1966, 
wiLhout exception. How('v!'I, ('xist1ng 
\'essels having load Hnes a..<;sl!'n(~d in ac­
cordance with § 43.15-98 or § 43.30-75 
may retaIn such assignments at the 
owner's option. 
§ 43.03-3 Special detcrminalion..,. 

(a) It is considered that the substitu­
tion of equivalent bow height for the 
forecastle required by R1!~e ~4 of Inter­
national Load Une Convention, 1930, is 
justified under Article 18 of the 1930 
Convention. which allows ..... any 
other arrangemcnt: Provided. Thnt such 
Administration shnll Imv(' I)('en aatlsfled 
that the fitLing, ......... 01' the arrangement 
substituted is in the circrunstances at 
least as effective as that .<;pccified in this 
convention". In this l'cg[ird, the ar· 
rnm:cmenL ot bow hl'i~'.ilt sper~iflcd in 
He:',ulntlOll 39, Annex T, 0[' tlll' 19G6 Con. 
venUon is accepted as at h-~\,',L as effective 
as the requirement to hnvl' a forecastle 
in Rule 94 of the 1930 CO~lVention for 
tankers. 

(h) Any U.S. ship which mny be given 
a reduc('d freeboard as n t~nker or as a 
ship of special type shall ha.Yc a forecastle 
a.c; prescribed 01' an equivalent bow height 
and be I~i\'en a minimum \Vintel' North 
Atlantic [1'('('»oa1'(I, which j:; the Winter 
f!"edwnrd pitH! an ac1dllioll at the rate 
of 1 illeh per 100 feet in it'llgt.h, eVen 
though this latter requil'l'ml'nt is not in. 
cluded in the 1966 COm!Clllion. More. 
over, the flush deck penalty and the cor· 
rection for round of benm ~;hall be ap. 
])l1cd: Provided, That oppliration of the 
lat\{'l' IllW;t Ilot result In Ihe final as-



signed freeboard being less than that 
permitted by the 1966 Convention. 
§ 43.03-5 General requirement. (or I'D 

shipe. 

(a) All three elM..,. of vessels men­
tioned In § 43.03-1 (b) shall meet the fol­
lowtng reqUirements In order to be ..... 
signed freeboards under this subpart: 

(1) The AssIgning Authority must be 
satlstled that the structural strength of 
the vessel Is sumclent for the drlloft cor­
responding to the freeboard MSlgned 
<Regulation 1) • 

(2) Loading information must be pro­
vided to the master so he may nrrange 
for the loading and baUMttng of his ship 
In such a way as to avoid any unaccept­
able stresses In the ship'. structure 
(RegUlation IOU». 

(3) The ship must have a minimum 
height of bow in accordance v.1th Regu­
latlcn 39. 

(4) For any tnmk to QuaB!1 for any 
freeboard allowance, its breadth must be 
at lellSt 60 percent of the braadth of the 
ship <Regulation 36(l)(g», and where 
there is no superstructure. the length of 
the trunk In order to quaUfy for an al­
lowance must be nt least 60 percent of 
the length of the ship (Regulation 36 (l) 
(h)) • 

(5) No freeboard allownncc in respect 
of any superstructure shall be given un­
less thr superstructnre Is C'llclosed In AC­
cordance v.1th Regula tion 3(10) (b>. 
Closures of non:lCCeSS type openL'lgs In 
a.fter bulkheads of superstmctures will 
be recognized ns weather tight if they 
meet the following provisions: 

(i.\ The closure shall be a steel plate 
of equivalent strength and rigidity to the 
sUTro:mdlng bulkhead and which fays 
f'Jrectly to the buIlmcad, and Is securely 
hack bolted &0 as to effectively resist a. 
hos-" test. 

(ii) The opening shall he as small as 
practicable; shall have at least a 24-tnch 
slll; and shall not need to be opened at 
sea, 
§ ·B.O:l-·10 Additiolllli r(,lllIirt-'IIl('nl~ I1P~ 

Jl!it"~lbh' 10 Il1ukf'l'!.. 

(:\) 'l1w followillfl" ~IWt'i;'l rt'rulntions 
[tpp1v tin addition to tho:-t' in ~ 43,03-5) 
to :Ill tankl'iS 8('t'klng fn'l'uonrd accord­
i!1g: :0 l!1~c!·n9.ti(li~nl Conwn!lon on Load 
':'.:.: .,' o . .1~; 56: 

Wht"re applicnble, rn!culations in­
d:,_:,t!~,:-; compliance with the flooding 
r'.~~':l c:::1mage .stab1Hty criteria .set out tn 
r~'.'gu!ations 27 (2) and (3) must be com­
p;('~ ~:.t1 tl) the sati:.;faction uf the Assign­
:: l:~ ."-1" 'wrlty. 

I·.~) r;XpO:iCU hntch'J,,'uy" (In the frcc­
/:n:,rd ~~))d forecastle dCI,I--; :~nd on thc 
I.llp t,j ";:Jl;\.n:,;Jon t!"lII1k:; IJl'l~.t );1: provided 
wI! It (!ile~~'nt wn.tcrtip!J1. ",,'I'n; (,f I;~crl 

or ()'.!ll'f equIvalent mntc:';::l l[{('f:ulation 
:W'1! " 

c~ 1 The t:mkrr shnH ",)~:'ply with .. 11 
t1l(' I'\'·nditions of ns~,jgmnt.-\t In Ch;llllef 
11 ,< ·\m'.('x I of th{' l' ,~',: C::\\l\\t,t'L,)ll 

\\ ::~. ~1 :1!"-C' I1ppli('11ble to .1 'h 1.,'£ 'A" S!':!P. 
"!, TIle c('ch1ctio:'j ftll' t",;,"~ ·~:~{'-f'r \\'01 

11') :'.,:' .n- be t!~!z:',H'd un\-. ,;tl' !'!h"(j .. iX~ 
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midship 8Ul"'l'Structure Is lilted. TIl. 
deduction Villi be c:>!cu1ated In accord­
ance with F...c;o.l13Uon 38(15). 

(b) After meeting the general reqUire­
ments and spccW tankcr requirements, 
the new freeboard may be calculated 
using the basic freeboard table for Tn>e 
"A" ship In accordance with Reaulatlons 
27 (2) to (4) and 2,(1). 

§ 43.03-15 ShIpe, e.ther than t.ken, 
not satislyina .he floodln; and dam­
age .tability crileria. 

(a) Tho foUowlns special provIBloM 
shall apply to 1111 vessels, where eHglble 
under this subp~rt. which do not satisfy 
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of Annex I of the 1966 Convention, which 
are applicable to a Type "A" Bhlp. 

(4) Where a forecastle, If fitted, Is less 
than .O'1L, the percentage of deductIon 
In the table appHcable to Type "B" shipa 
In Regulation 37(2) will be reduced In 
accordance with the formula In Regula­
tion 37(3)(0). 

(b) After meetlns the specified re­
quirements, vessels eligible under this 
_tio" may have their freeboards cal­
culated In accordance with RegUlaUoM 
27 (7), (8), and (9), as appHcable, and 
the Tables In Regulation 26. 

Dated: January 3,1967. 
the stipUlated flooding and damage eta- [""ALl W. J. SMITH, 
bUity criteria. /lIld are In addition to . Admiral. U.S. Coast Guard, 
those regulations mentioned In I 43.03-5 Commandant. J 
for all vessels: [P.R. Doe. 67-132; FlIed, Jan. 8, 1967; 

ca:;~i~~oaOr~c~~~ge stabll1ty ~ 8:4: ~r'l ___ ._ ~ ..... -.-/' 
(2) :r.tPosed hatchways on the free- .. - .. "-

board and force~st:e decks must be pro-
vided cither v ... !~h weathertlght hatch-
covers of !tccl or other equ1valent mate-
rial complying w:t,h Regulation 16, 

(3) The vc<sc! complies ~,1th all the 
conditions of fl!:'5!gnmcnt In Chapter n 
of thc lO~e Convention which are ap­
plicable to 3 Type "n" .hlp. 

(4) '\Vh('rc n forcc.1stlc,1! fitted, bless 
thnn .07L t!lo:! p~rccntaacs at deduction In 
thl! table np;;L~ablc to Type "D" ships in 
Rer,ulat1on 31 (2) wlll be rcduced in ac­
cordnnce W1t!l the formula in Regulation 
37(3) (e). 

(b) t.ftc': rlccUng the general require­
ments ~nd special steamer requirements, 
the new freeboard may be calculated 
usir.g the brrslc freeboard table for B Type 
"n" shi;> In nocordance wIth RegulatIons 
27 (5) and (6) and 28(2). 

§ 43.03-20 Ships, other than tankel'l"I. 
",hi.·h (1o J'llti~f1 the flooding uud 
d aml! r.e l'ItnhililY criteriu. 

(a) Ships fully complying with the 
provisions of paragraphs (7) and (9) of 
Rt'::ula !ion !!.7 of the International Con­
\'C'nUon !II! Load Lines, 1966, are rcgardrod 
ns ::'~ll1s of ~Jlcctnl type referred to In 
Article n of the Internatlonnl Lond Line 
Conventlon, 1930. Such ships, where 
elirriblc under thIs subpart, may be 1Ui­
signed the freeboards provided for in the 
1966 Convention subject to the following: 

(1) Flood1ng calculation Indicating 
compli::mce with the flooding and damage 
stability criteria set out in Regulations 
27 ('II and (9), as appUcable, shall be 
.submiU('d nnd npproved, 

(2, Expotctl hntchways on the free­
ooard :'~,d forecastle decks must be pro­
vl(kfl I'it.ilcr wit.h wcnthcrtlr.ht hntch­
CO"'Cl'~i o~ ,':tccl or other equIvalent mate· 
rial comp!ylng with Regula-t1on 16 or 
with pontoon covers complying with Reg­
ul:l.lion 15\71, the f;trcngth of Which 
f.:Ldl \y 1~ub.i('ct to the s.",US[ncUOll of 
tht-' :\~':;l::l-.in~ Authority. 

~31 \Vl:lt tll(' ('xccpUon of hatchway 
:".!\"l"-.~. t h' "hip shall comIlly with the 
·'·<>ui;!:,..'I),: or a:-..':U::-nmcnt in Chapter n 




