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STANDARD BEARING BOOK

U.S. Navy Regulations require that ships of the Navy maintain a bearing
book. This publication has been printed to meet a recognized need for a
standard bearing book. In addition to providing a standard record, the format
is intended to provide optimum utility, economy, and flexibility, if information
1s recorded according to the following recommended rules:

1. At the head of column (1) the appropriate date should be entered on a
separate line; and, thereafter, within the column for any changes of date.

2. Under the date, times are entered in column (1) for bearings recorded
in cither of the columns (2) through (6).

3. In columns (2) through (6), the structure (lighthouse, tower, tank, etc.)
should be clearly identified at the head of each column; and, thereafter, within
the column when observation changes to a new structure. Bearings are re-
corded in the appropriate columns corresponding to the recorded time. All
bearings are visual by gyro compass, unless otherwise indicated.

4. Depihs recorded in column (7) are depths under the keel by echo sounder, un-
less otherwise indicated.

9. Radar ranges and bearings, corresponding to a time indicated in column (1),
may be recorded in cither of the columns (2) through (6) by suitable notation.

6. If magneiic bearings are used the notation should identify such bearings
and should include the compass error of the magnetic compass in use, for the
particular heading at the time of observation.

7. Each page should be used until flled. Erasures are not permitted; draw a
line through any mistake and rewrite the correct bearing so that both entries
are still legible.

8. Upon relief, or when secured, the bearing recorder should sign his name
across columns (2) through (6) mmmediately below the last entry.

While this puhlication is designed to mect a recognized need of the Navy,
it will be found equally useful by officers of the Merchant Marine.

Published by the U.S. Naval Oceanographic Office under
the authority of the Secretary of the Navy— 1965

For sale by authorized Sales Agents of the [J.§. Naval Oceanographic Office. Price 50 cents

* US. GOVERMMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1986 0—Z223-508
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