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UNIFORM SYSTEM OF MARITIME BUOYAGE 
LATERAL SYSTEM 

FAIRWAYS and CHANNELS 

Port hand 

Topmarks 
• or .. 
~ 

not at entrance 
to channel 

, Midchannel 

* 
(shape optional, * 
except conical, 

can or spherical) 

~
'hape oPtion~I' 

except conical, 
can or spheri~~l) 

~ 

secondary 
channels only 

Lights 

RED: Single flashing or occulting or 
group flashing or group occulting with 
a number of flashes or occultations up 
to four; or 

\VHlTE: Group flashing (2 or 4) or group 
occulting- (2 or 4); or 

Both RED and WHITE with the above 
characteristics. 

Main channel 
to the left 

Topmarks 
Uf any) .... .... 

c: • .2 -.. or u 
~ 

:I Buoys 

1 ~ 
III a 

Topmark. 
(if any) • • • C .. . ';: 

or u 
C 

1 
:I Buoys .... 

~ 
Lichts 

Distinctive where 
possible 

Differing from neigh~ 
boring lights. 

MIDDLE GROUNDS 

Channels of equal 
importance 

• • • 
or 

a 1 
+ + • 

or 

a j 
Distinctive where 

POssible 

PLATE I 

Starboard hand 

.... or • 

not at entrance 
to channel 

or 

~ 

secondary 
channels only 

I 

\V RITE: Single flashing or occulting, or 
group flashing (3) or group occulting 
(3); or 

GREEN: Of a character different from 
wreck marking; or 

Both WHITE and GREE:-' with the above 
characteristics. 

Main channel 
t. the right 

• • • 
or 

e i 
"I' ... 

• 
or 

~ 

e 1 
Distinctiye where 

possible 
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UNIFORM SYSTEM OF MARITIME BUOYAGE 

Topmarks .... 
(if any) ... 

Byoys ! or 

CARDINAL SYSTEM 

DANGER MARKING 

Buoys or 1 (see note b) 

Licht. (if any): WHITE: Preferably flashing or 
group flashing, with odd number of flashes; 
or occulting or group occulting with odd 
numher of occultations. 

Topmarks 
(if any) 

! ~ 

• .... 
I (see 

or note b) 

Lilhh (if any) WHITE: Prefe~ 
Lighh(if any) RED, preferably, 
or WHITE: Flashing or group 
flashing preferably, with odd 
number of flashes; or occulting 
or group occulting with odd 
number of occultations. 

rahly group flashing with even 
number of flashes; or group 
occulting with even number of 
occultations. 

Note (a) 

Topmark. 
(if any) 

Buoys -= or 

Licht. (if any) : RED, preferably. or WHITE: 
Group flashing, preferably, with even number 
of flashes; or group occulting with even 
number of occultations. 

The number of characteristic shapes employed fOl the body of the mark may, if desired, be limited to two the conical 
shape being employed in the northern and eastern quadrants, and the cylindrical shape in the southern and weste'rn quadrants. 

Note tbl 

When spars only are used, it may be advantogeous in the northern ond eastern quadrants to reverse the position of th .. dark 
colors: in this cas .. the c:olors will b .. :-

N"th". , .. d"., 1 Eastern quadrant 
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UNIFORM SYSTEM OF MARITIME BUOYAGE 

\ 
Buoys I 

I 

Vessels 

Topmarks 

Buoys 

Lights: 

Topmarks 

Buoys 

Lights 

By day 

By night 

Bell 

WRECK MARKING 
(Lateral System) 

To be passed 
on the port hand 

0 

£[L )f£',' 
or 1 

with "W" 
in white 

GREEN, 
group flashing (2) 

with .. WRECK .. 
or "W" in white 

Two GREEN fixed 
lights in lieu of 

shapes 

Two strokes 

To be passed 
o. either hand 

0 

fl or 1 
with "W" 

in white 

GREEN, 
single occulting 

with .. WRECK" 
or "w" in white 

Four GREE~ fixed 
lights in lieu of 

shapes 

Four strokes 

WRECK MARKING 
(Cardinal System) 

Buoys 

To b. palsed 
o. the .tarbolrd hand 

L',. 

A 1 /<'i:J., 
or 

with "W" 
;n white 

GREEN, 
group flashing (3) 

with II WRECK .. 
or "W" in white 

Three GREE~ fixed 
lights in lieu of 

shapes 

Three strokes 

with "W" in white with "W" in white 

GREEN, quick flashing. 

PLATE III 

Li.hts (if any): GREEN, inter­
rupted quick flashing. 

~f 
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UNIFORM SYSTEM OF MARITIME BUOYAGE 

Topmarks 

Buoys 

Lilhts 
(if any) 

Topmarks 
(if any) 

Buoys 

Buoys 

Lilhts 

MISCELLANEOUS 

(Common to both systems I 

Isolated Dangers 

• OJ" • or • 
(if allY) 

~ or 1 
WHITE or RED, rhythmic 

Transition marks 

~ .f. 
(shape optional) 

or 

(shape optional) 

Outfall and Spoil-grounds 

W (shape optional) 

Differing from neighboring lights. 

PLATE IV 

Fairways 

(shape optional) 

(shape optional) 

Rhythmic 

Quarantine grounds 

(shape 
optional) 

Areas used for Naval, Military 
or Air Force 

practice purposes 

£ (shape optional) 
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