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CATEGORIES OF COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS SUPPORT 
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GENERAL 

Providing the Commanding General, 
II Field Force Vietnam. and the OPCON 
unit commanders with reliable, high 
quality command and control com· 
munications is the challenge facing the 
tactical communicator, (rom the II Field 
Force Signal Officer down to the Radio 
Telephone Operator in the squad. 

Army communicators are acutely aware 
of their responsibility to provide reli­
able. responsive and flexible communica­
tions to their commander. This is es­
pecially true in Vietnam wher.e the com­
mander's ability to communicate is mea­
sured in lives. 

The purpose of this publication is to 
share our experiences-our successes and 
failures-in the hope that the lessons 
learned will be a valuable asset in the 
communicator's conHant endeavor to pro­
vide his commander with the best pos­
sible communications. 

Communications-Electronics (C-E) sup­
port within the III Corps Tactical Zone 
may be divided into three broad categor­
ies: Tactical, Area and DCA. 

The difference in respective missions 
and methods of operation is the basis 
for the separation. However, in numerous 
cases, mobile/transportable equipment 
overlaps from one category to another. 

TACTICAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Tactical communications embraces all 
of the organic communications capabil­
ity of the tactical maneuver elements 
from II Field Force Vietnam (Corps) 
down to the squad. Tactical C-E mission 
is to provide command and control com­
munications support for all echelons of 
the headquarters, and down to subor­
dinate forces, OPCON, assigned or at­
tached. 

The Signal Officer or Communications 
Officer is responsible for providing the 
command and control links utilizing man­
portable, vehicular, or ~mi-fixed eq~ip­
ment to insure responSIve communlca­
-tions, especially in support of forces en­
gaged in combat operations. 

New tactical communications equip­
ment is continually being tested and 
developed to improve existing capabil­
ities, including new secure voice devices, 
new aircraft radios, and multi-channel 
VHF in 1/4 ton and 3/4 ton configura­
tions to increase their mobility and 
adaptability to combat operations in 
Vietnam. 

AREA COMMUNICATIONS 

Area communications support is de­
signed to meet regional requirements 
01" units employed throughout Vietnam. 
The area systems are established, operated 
and maintained by the 1st Signal Bri. 
gade. They link the tactical command 
and control networks with the long-haul 
DCA system. At static and semi-perma­
nent tactical headquarters they carry 
most of the administrative and logistical 
traffic between base camps and to the 
greatly extended maneuver element. Area 
communications support systems are in­

·stalled utilizing the AN /TRC-29 micro­
wave, the AN/MRC-I02 (GRG50) and 
AN/ TRC-lil multi-channel equipment 
or even the older generation tactical 
TRC-24 VHF equipment. In addition to 
the multi-channel interconnect links pro­
vided, the 1st Signal Brigade also pro­
vides highly specialized and dedicated 
communications support systems. 

The Automatic Secure Voice Commun­
ications (AUTOSEVOCOM) Network 
and the Emergency Action Console 
(EAC) telephone system provides dedi­
cated rapid response telephone servIce 
to key commanders throughout the III 
Corps Tactical Zone. 

DCA COMMUNICATIONS 

The Defense Communications Agency 
(DCA) communications network is a 
dedicated and switched common user 
telephone and data system supporting 
all U.S., Free World Military Forces and 
government agencies in R VN. 

It consists of high circuit capacity 
systems providing a network of long 
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lines interconnects up- country, to Thai­
land, and to the Philippines. Require­
ments by Army units are approved by 
MACV for installation. 

The long haul network includes the 
latest developments in fixed microwave, 
semi-fixed or transportable tropo and 
off shore cable systems. The expansion 
of the DCA network will greatly in­
crease the quality as well as the capacity 
of the existing area paths and provide 
alternate routing capability throughout 
the entire III Corps area. Responsibility 
for the installation, operation and main­
tenance of the DCA long lines network 
in Vietnam again rests with the 1st 
Signal Brigade. 

The USA Regional Communications 
C;roup (Vietnam), a subordinate com­
mand of the 1st Signal Brigade (USAS· 
TRATCOM), is responsible for the oper­
ation and maintenance of the Defense 
Communications System (DeS) and other 
long line systems in support of U.S. Mil­
itary and other government activities 
throughout Vietnam. In addition to the 
long lines interconnects, the Regional 

Communications Group operates and 
maintains the Joint Overseas Switchboard 
(JOSS) located at Phl! Lam. The JOSS 
provides the means [or telephonic com· 
munications out-of-country. The two mao 
jor long lines sites in III Corps are the 
Phu Lam Long Lines Detachment and 
the Tan SOil Nhut Site. 

PHU LAM SITE 

The Phu Lam site i~ located in the 
southwest section of Saigon on a com­
munications complex with the Phu Lam 
Signal Battalion. Long Lines Detach­
ment-Phu Lam is one of the largest 
sites in Vietnam and W<Ll> one of the 
r\fst sites constructed in 1962. 

TAN SON NHUT SITE 

The Tan Son Nhul Site is located in 
the northern section of Saigon on Tan 
Son Nhut Air Base. It is the largest long 
line site in Vietnam or Thailand. Tan 
Son Nhut is the "Hub" of all long lines 
communication links between the DMZ 
and Delta Regions. 
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II FFORCEV SIGNAL SECTION 

n FIELD FORCE VIETNAM is based 
on the conventional corps in mission 
and structure. Primarily a tactical head­
quarters, it has minimum logistical respon­
sibility. The headquarters, or command 
post, has evolved into a semipermanent 
installation with the employment of a for­
ward command post only as required. In 
Vietnam the tactical environment imposed 
by the absence of a front line, the great 
mobility, dispersion, and lack of a reserve 
all dictate methods of operation radically 
different from corps-level engagements in 
the past. The Signal Officer's responsibil­
ities reflect this change: 

l. Operational control of assigned and 
attached signal units. 
2. Coordination of command and con­
trol communications systems supporting 
the major combat units in III CTZ. 
3. Advise and assist Commanding Gen­
eral and his staff on communications­
electronics matters. 
4. Publish Signal Annexes to all oper­
ations and contingency plans. 
5. Publication of the II FFORCEV 
Signal Operating Instructions (501) and 
the Standing Signal Instructions (SSI). 
6. Controls the allocation and assign­
ment of FM radio frequencies for III 
CTZ and IV CTZ. 

The II FFORCEV Signal Section or­
ganizational structure and functions are 
in accordance with the standard Corps 
Headquarters (TOE/MTOE 52-IT). 
However, some modification in the or­
ganizational structure was required to 
provide the necessary personel to meet 
the complex communications require­
ments of II FFORCEV. The addition 
of an Assistant Signal Officer for Plans 
and a Radio Frequency Engineer Officer 
has improved the overall effectiveness of 
the section. 

SIGNAL OFFICER 

The II Field Force Vietnam Signal 
Officer is the principal advisor to the 

Commanding General on signal matters, 
including transmission and cryptographic 
security, signal communications, loca­
tions of signal units, and the use of 
signal activities for deception. He is 
responsible for the planning, installation, 
operation and maintenance of the com­
mand control and combat support signal 
communications systems provided by II 
FFORCEV units. The Signal Officer has 
operational control over all signal units 

Col G.r.ci (/.'t), co"f.rs with Ltc Rog.,. 
(right), 25th Di'Y Sig".1 Ollic.r 

assigned, attached, or under operational 
control of II FFORCEV. He is respon­
sible for planning, requesting, and coor­
dinating communications support pro­
vided by Ist Signal Brigade. Other duties 
include technical supervision over signal 
and communications activities and super­
vising the training of signal units 
throughout the command 

ASST SIGNAL OFFICER 

The Assistant Signal Officer is the 
Signal Officer's representative at all con­
ferences, inspections, and ceremonies and 
assumes all duties of the Signal Officer 
in his absence. He may be designated as 
the Signal Officer of any alternate head­
quarters established by the II FFORCEV 
Commander. Additionally, he coordinates 
and supervises the activities of the Signal 
Section as directed by the Signal Officer. 

ADMIN DIVISION 

The Signal Section Chief, the Sergeant 
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Major, is charged with the supervision 
of the A(lLllinistrative Division including 
the ~uper\'ision, preparation, and di~­
tribution oj all correspondence. He main­
tains the journal records lor historical 
purposes and coordinate.~ all personnel 
actions or other records as directed by 
the Signal Officer. 

OPERATIONS DIVISION 

The Operations Officer plans, directs, 
and supervises the installation, operation 
and maintenance of all signal communi­
cation facilities of Headquarters, II 
FFQRCEV. He supervises and coordinates 
the activities of the Radio, Radio Fre­
quency Engineer, ""ire, and Communica­
tions Center Officers. The Operations Of­
ficer is the primary coordinator with the 
staffs of U5AR V C-E and 1st Signal Bri­
gade to insure adequate communications 
support of II FFORCEV and 11 FFOR­
CEV OPCON units requiring support 
from the Army Area or DCA commu­
nications systems. He also insures close 
coordination is established between U.S. 
and ARVN signal units to reduce fre­
quency interference problems. 

PLANS DIVISION 

The Plans Officer is responsible for 
development of operational contingency 
plans to provide continuity oC commu­
nications under illl circumstances. He 
is the principal advisor to the Signal 
Officer on communications support of 
all tactical contingency plans developed 
by the 11 FFORCEV staff. Planning ac­
tivities are coordinated with the Opera­
tions Officer and the personnel of the 
Operations Branch to insure continuity 
and capatibility 01 planned communica­
tions with exis.ting communications sys­
tems. 

RADIO BRANCH 

The Radio Branch is composed of the 
Radio Officer, Radio Frequency Engineer­
ing Officer, and Radio NCO. This branch 
is concerned with all phases of VHF, 
FM, and HF radio communications in 

II FFORCEV and the OPCON units. 
The radio officer i~ primarily concerned 
with the employment, installation, main­
tenance, and operation of the various 
radio systems and nets, and exercises staff 
supervision in these area. The IJ FFOR­
CEV SOl and SS} are prepared by the 
Radio Officer, assisted by the Radio NCO. 

The Radio Frequency Engineering Of­
ficer's primary task is the assignment 
and control of FM and VHF frequencies. 
FM frequencies are assigned for both 
III and IV Corps and VHF frequenCies 
[or III Corps only. HF and UHF fre­
quencies are not directly assigned by 11 
FFORCEV. In order to solve frequency 
interference problems, the Radio Fre­
quency Engineering Officer maintains 
close coordination with all major units 
in III and IV Corps. The FM retrans­
mission stations on the key terrain fea· 
tures of Nui Ba Den, Nui Ba Ra, and 
Nui Chua Chan are closely monitored by 
the Frequency Officer. The radio NCO 
assists in all of these areas in addition to 
maintaining appropriate records and files. 

COMMCENTER BRANCH 

The Commcenter Branch is respon­
sible for staff supervision of commcenter 
service to all assigned, attached and 
OPCON units of II FFORCEV. The 
Commcenter Branch publishes II FFOR­
CEV regulations and directives on ad­
dress indicating groups, courier service, 
commcenter operations, special message 
handling and Message Review Board 
activities. The OIC of the branch serves 
as the recorder with the Assistant Signal 
Officer serving as the president of the 
II FFORCEV Message Review Board. The 
minutes are promulgated, under a cover 

letter signed by the Chief of Staff [Q all 
subscribers to the II FFORCEV Comm­
center. 

Because of increased emphasis on the 
usage of FM secure voice equipment, the 
Signal Section has become increasing 
involved with logistical, security and 
utlization management of this equip­
ment. Under the guidance and super­
vision of the Signal Officer, an extensive 
operations plan has been developed to 
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expedite the implementation of FM se­

cure voice equipment throughom the 

II FFORCEV Command. Additionally, 

the COlllillcenter Officer ~erves as the 

COMSEC Custodian for 11 FFORCEV. 

WIRE BRANCH 

The Wire Branch is responsible for 

the coordination and validation of all 

wire communications requirements in 

support or Headquarters, II FFORCEV 

and its OPCON units. One 01 the pri­

mary {uncions of the branch is to coor­

dinate communications requirements 

530 SIGNAL BATTALION (CORPS) 

The II FFORCEV Signal Officer has 

operational control over the assigned 

53d Signal Battalion (C) and the at­

tadled 16th Signal Detachment (Photo) 

to fulfill the communications and photo­

graphic support requirements of Head­

quarters, II FFORCEV. 
The 53d Signal Battalion is employed 

throughout the III CTZ as directed by 

the Signal Officer to provide command 

and control communications links be­

tween the Commanding General, II 
FFORCEV and the OPCON unit com· 

manders. (See Figure 2.) 
The Battalion's mission in support of 

II FFORCEV is: 
• To provide command and control com­

munications. 
• To provide photographic service (ex­

cept aerial photo). 
• To provide ground messenger service. 

The 53d Signal Battalion located at 

Plantation is organized under the con­

ventional Corps Signal Battalion TO&E. 

Slight modification to meet specific re­

quirements has been necessary to sup­

port signal operations over extended dis­

tances and to maintain isolated signal 

sites. 
The greatest modification to the or­

ganization of the Battalion was brought 

which the tactical units cannot provide 

within their organic assets. Request for 

circuits are reviewed and validated. Rout· 

ing of circuit.<, is planned over organic 

systems. If assets are not available, the 

request must be endorsed to higher 

headquarters for installation over the 

Army Area Communications System. 

The Wire Officer also has supervisory 

responsibility for the control and assign· 

ment of overseas control numbers with­

in II FFORCEV Headquarters and for 

the publication of the tactical telephone 

directory for Hurricane Switchboard sub­

scribers. 

about by the operational requirement for 

Chua Chan Mountain (Hill 837). Com­

pany C (provisional) provides logistical 

and administrative support for the In­

lantry, Engineer, Signal, Artillery, MACV 

and AR VN troops operating various 
radio relay and retransmission stations 
on the hill. 

The present tactical environment in 

the III Corps Tactical Zone reflects the 

need to greatly extend the wire com­

municaions network with VHF radio 

relay acros~ the miles that separate the 

division base camps from II FFORCEV 

Headquatef'i. Multi-channel systems are 

extended to lower levels than ever be­

(are to insure adequate command and 

control of di~pened elements. 
Here at the fairly established Planta­

tion base the most noticable 53d Signal 

Battalion communications facility is the 
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extensive Hurricane VHF complex with 
the red and white towers ex.[ending 
nearly two hundred feet in the air. The 
AB-216 towers are used extensively 
throughout the III CORPS tactical zone 
to greatly extend the range of FM and 
VHF systems. 

VHF RADIO RELAY 

The VHF Platoon of Company B is 
responsible for the installation, operation 
and maintenance of the radio relay ter­
minals and associated equipment. The 

primary systems include the tactical AN / 
TRC-24 12-channel VHF, utili ling AN j 
MRC·73's and ANjMRC-69's. One 24-
channel system has been installed using 
the tactical ANjTRC-97 Tropospheric 
Scatter (TROPO) Radio Set. This sys­
tem has improved the quality and quanti­
ty of circuits serving units in the 1st 
Cav area of operation. 

The Main Hurricane VHF facility has 
been converted to a "fixed station" type 
of opera,tion. The battalion's equipment 
was built for mobile tactical operations, 
and, by design. sacrificed high quality 
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fixed station features for mobility and 

durability. By local alteration, the 

equipment was installed in a semi-per­

manent, air - conditioned facility, result­

ing in a high quality, very reliable, multi­

channel system. 
Again, due to the demands of the tac­

tical situation in the III Corps Tactical 

Zone, the 5Sd was called upon to assist 

II FFORCEV Artillery in maintaining 

vital command/fire direction communi­

cations. The VHF Platoon has been call­

ed upon to provide a 4-channel VHF 

system between 2j32d Artillery Battalion 

at Tay Ninh and one of its firing bat­

teries at Fire Support Base St. Barbara. 

AN /MRC-112's are utilized as terminal 

equipment for this non-standard support 

mission. 

WIRE COMMUNICATIONS 

The Wire Operations Platoon of Com­

pany A installs and maintains telephones 

for the II Field Force TOC, operates 

the Hurricane Switchboard and the 53d 

Signal Battalion's Hallmark Switchboard. 

The Hurricane Switchboard provides 

tactical telephone communications for 

the Commanding Geueral, II Field Force, 

and key staff personnel. Over 2000 calls 

a day are placed through Hurricane 

Switchboard to 30 directly connected tac­

tical switchboards scattered throughout 

the II FFv fill CTZ. 
Hallmark, the second switchboard op­

erated by the Wire Operations Platoon, 

provides internal telephone service for 

the base camp operating and billet area. 

Hallmark switchboard, handling 1400 

calls a day, serves as an excellent training 

facility for new operators to prepare 

them [or the rapid response and demand­

ing job of opera ting the Hurricane 

Switchboard. 
Installing and maintaining the miles 

of interlaced cable and wire on the 

Plantation Base Camp is the responsibil­

ity of the Cable Platoon of Company 

B. Conversion from the tactical WD-I 

and spiral-4 cable to SOO-pair under­

ground cable has not only improved the 

quality of telephone service but also 

has improved the overall appearance of 

the base camp. 

TELEPHONE COMMUNICA nONS 

The overall telecommunications net­

work within II FFORCEV /111 CTZ is 

a complex of both tactical communica­

tions provided by the combat units and 

area communications provided by the 

Ist Signal Brigade. Because of the vast 

dispersal and fragmentation of uniLS 

within Vietnam, the Corps Area Com­

munications system is relied upon to 

provide many tactical units with vital 

links to their higher headquarters. 

The integration of the tactical cir­

cuits on both tactical and Corps Area 

Systems has afforded a built-in contin­

gency plan for many of the key tactical 

circuits, since there is a duplication of 

circuitry over two diverse systems, thereby 

insuring an alternate routing between 

major command and control head 

quarters_ A unique communications ar­

rangement has developed requiring ex­

tensive coordination on both installation 

and trouble shooting of circuits_ Many 

of the circuits are roUled though three 

or four different signal units between the 

two tenninals. Many times circuit pro­

blems develop as a resul t of poor coordi­

n~tio~ between units in trouble shooting 
ClrculLS. 

The tactical uni:t commander is afford­

ed multi-access telephone switching 

throughout the II FFORCEV area 01' 
operation. In most cases a 1st Signal 

Brigade area switchboard is co-located 

with a main tactical switchboard, which 

has proven extremely beneficiaL This 

allows the tactical switchboards to be 

primarily operations oriented, with the 

adminis.trative and logistical traffic being 

passed mainly through the area switch­

board. The tactical switchboards nor­

mally have a trunk to the area board. 

This interlacing provides the tactical 

units with the capability of communica­

ting throughout III and IV CTZ. Head­

quarters, II FFORCEV· and all division 

headquarters are now provided dial tele­

phone service, which reduces the work­
load on both tactical and area switch-
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• . , 
hoard operators. The activation of the 
Tandem Switch has further enhanced the 
communication capability 01 all tele­
phone subscribers within Vietnam. 

The weather provides a unique pro­
blem in the aTca of wire communications. 
The rainy season lasting from mid·~Jay 
to mid-November provides the supreme 
test on the proficiency of cable splicers 
and telephone installers. Jobs which are 
defective are rapidly discovered. Extreme 
care must be taken with both buried and 
<lerial cable to insure splices are com­
pletely water-proaL and sheathing is not 
damaged. 

Either of these faults will result in 
defective cable within a short period of 
time. In addition, the aerial cable, 
which is prevalent at most installati(;ms. 
is extremely vulnerable to shrapnel 
damage. The job for the cable splicers 
is never completed, especially during the 
rainy season and increased enemy activity. 

Along with the semi"permanent pm­
ture of II FFORCEV and division main 
base camps, another unique feature has 
resulted in the conversion of the tactical 
wireman from working with purely tac­
tical equipment to working with equip­
ment and cables a~~oci,Hed with fixed 
plant installations. Out of necessity and 
security reasons, some of the installen 
have become involved with installation 
and trouble-shooting of dial telephones 
and multi-pair cable. 

In some areas the tactical installers 
have become involved with key equip­
ment for headquarters. The tactical wire. 
man ha~ been converted to a "jack of all 
trades" installer, requiring the tactical 
wiremen to have the capability to ("om· 
prehend the operation and maintenan<:e 
oj more advanced telephone eqlliplllcnts. 

COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 

Operated by the Commcenter Platoon 
of Company A, the main Ii Fi-eld Force 
Commcenter handles over 1000 opera· 
tional messages a day. Secure teletype 
circuits are maintained to all subordi· 
nate commands, and circuits also pro­
vide access to the world wide Defense 
Communications System. Early asses~-
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ment of the communications cen.ter reo 

quirements for 11 Field Force Head­

quarters dictated that a permanent fixed 

station facility would provide the neces­

sary service. Again, the tactical mobile 

equipment was dismounted anti installed 

in the Commcenter building for cen­

tral control, ease of operation, and greatly 

reduced down time due to environment 

induced equipment failures. 
The Commcenter Platoon operates a 

second commcenter within the II Field 

Force TOC and provides direct circuits 

to major OPCOl'\ unit TOC's to handle 

high precedence tactical messages. In ad­

dition the 53d Sig En operates two small 

ConUllcenterS in support of the 1st 

Australian Task Force at Nui Dat and 

the Royal Thai Army Volunteer Force 

at Bear Cat. 

RADIO 

The Radio Platoon o[ Company A 

operates the II Field Force Radio Tele· 

type Net as backup communications [or 

die Commcenter. A net control station 

is operated at Plantation. In addition 

seven teams from the Radio Platoon oper­

ate stations at the major OPCON unit 

headquarters. The network has recently 

been converted from the older and less 

reliable ANjGRC-26D radio to the newer 

AN /GRC-122_ 
The most important factor that must 

characterile tactical communications is 

reliability' The commander in Viet­

nam has various means of communica­

tion.<; available to him, some more re­

liable than others_ Some of the least 

reliable meam ofter the commander other 

advantages that make their use im­

portant as an alternate or primary means 

01 communications. HF communications 

is generally viewed as being unreliable 

and serves only as a backup means of 

communications when VHF-FM or radio 

relay systems are inoperative or are not 

available. However, HF systems do have 

definite advantages in that they can 

usually become operative faster than 

radio relay systems and can provide both 

short distance and long distance com­

munications_ 

The II FFV Frequency Modulated 

(FM) Secure Radio Net is controlled by 

the net control station, also operated by 
the Radio Platoon. In addition, a non­

secure radio wire integration (R WI) sta­

tion is manned 24 hours a day to pro­

vide a link between mobile or fixed 

radio stations and the Hurricane switch­

board_ 
The last responsibility of tht: Radio 

Platoon is the MARS station. The Radio 

Platoon operates both a MARS station 

here at Plantation and a mobile truck 

mounted station which serves outlying 

units in the Plantation-Bien Hoa area. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Providing photographic service (ex­

cept aerial photography) to Headquarters, 

II FFORCEV is the mission of the Photo 

Section of HQS & HQS Company and 

the attached 16th Signal Detachment 

(Photo). Photo support is furnished the 

II FFORCEV Information Office and 

other staff sections. 
53d Signal Battalion is one of the pri­

mary sources of Department of the Army 

record photos of tactical operations in 

the III CTZ_ Additionally, 53d photo­

graphers travel throughout the four 

corps areas of Vietnam providing photo 

coverage in support of Hurricane re­

porters. 
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record photos of tactical operations in 

the III CTZ_ Additionally, 53d photo­

graphers travel throughout the four 

corps areas of Vietnam providing photo 

coverage in support of Hurricane re­

porters. 
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TACTICAL COMMUNICATIONS OPERATIONS AT DIVISION LEVEL 

16 

Divisions in Vietnam, as the FIELD 
FORCE, maintain semi-permanent main 
CP's, or base camps, supplemented by 
lorwarci command posts as required. Un­
der these circumstances, base camp (Olll­

munications remain essentially intact, 
ami are duplicated again at the forward 
location. This practice imposes severe 

of Vietnam. The 13th Signal Ratlaiion, 
commanded uy LTC Norman E. Archi­
hald, provides the communication sup­
port for the Division. The mission of the 
J 3th Signal Battalion is not unique in 
comparison to other signal battalions 
organic to other divisions. The significant 
diHerence lies in the tailoring of the 

:::'IGNAL BN 
~o"':"UNICA lClRS 

strains on organic men and material 
which are only partially alleviated by 
the area communications system. 

In Vietnam the Division Signal Sec­
tion is generally organized along TOE 
lines, and perfonns the usual functions, 
such as preparation and distribution of 
the Division SOI/55I. In some instances 
the Assistant Division Signal Officer 
(ADSO) acts as the Base Camp Signal 
Officer. The Division Signal Section must 
coordinate very closely the lateral com­
munications requirements, where inter­
action with other Free World Forces and 
AR VN forces is common and ainnobile 
operatiom tend to transcend corps, divi­
sions, and brigade boundaries. 

To support the wide variety of tac­
tical operations and to overcome ob­
stacles created by variations in the opera­
tional environment, the signal banalion 
has had to be modified or tailored ac­
cording to the current mission assigned. 

13TH SIGNAL BATTALION 

Since September 1965, the 13th Signal 
Battalion has provided the "Voice of 
Command" for the "First Team;' 1st 
Cavalry Division (AM) in the Republic 

organization and equipment to meet the 
unique requirements of the Air Mobile 
Division. 

The 13th Signal Battalion has two 
operational companies: Headquarters 
and Service and the Command Opera­
tions Company. The former provides the 
headquaners staff and general support 
to all battalion elements; the latter ful­
fills ail the operational requirements in 
suppon of the division_ 

The 1st Cavalry Division (AM) typical­
ly operates in extended AD's of 400x 150 
km. The establishment of semi-fixed 
landing wnes and fire suppon bases 
over a greatly extended area created a 
demand for lllore circuits than the or­
ganic 4 channel AN/GRC-163 provides. 

To meet this requirement. the 13th 
Signal Battalion utilizes circuits over 
the 53d Sigllal Battalion (C) AN/TRC­
Y7 (tropospheric scatter) amI AN /TRC-
21 radio relay systems. Additionally, cir­
cuits are routed over the army area 
systems (AN/GRe-50, PCM and TRC­
~4) operated by elements of the 2nd 
Signal Group, 1st Signal Brigade. The 
routing of circuits over corps and army 
area ~ystems to the supporting elements 
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(continued fTmn page 16) 
not only redu('es the load on the organic 
tactical systems, but it also provides an 
alternate or back-up system to insure 
that critical command and control cir­
('uits are not interrupted_ 

Primary reliance is on radio, both FM 
and AM single sideband to maintain 
contact with the brigade CP's and from 
the brigades to the combat battalions. 
Because of the mountainous and jungle 
terrain over which the First Cavalry 
Division operates, it is an absolute neces­
sity to employ an FM relay either air­
borne or ground_ The 13th Signal Bat­
talion has installed semi-fixed FM relay 
facilities on Nui Ba Den mountain 
in coordination with the 125th Signal 
Battalion of the 25th Infantry Division_ 

Additionally, the 13th Signal Battalion 
has initiated a major upgrading of the 
remote Nui Ba Ra relay site. Construc­
tion of communications bunkers, troop 
facilities, defensive positions and an 
enlarged chopper pad has turned the 
remote site into an excellent communica­
tions relay site capable of providing FM 
radio relay support to lst Cavalary 
and ARVN Airborne forces operating 
throughout Northern Phuoc Long Pro­
vince_ 

A major up-grading project under­
taken by 13th Signal Battalion included 
construction of a new communications 
complex to serve the Headquarters, 1st 

Cavalry Division (AM) at Phuoc Vinh. 
The newly completed complex includes 
an air-conditioned FM and VHF radio 
bcility and an extensive telephone switch­
ing complex. Throughout the ht Cavalry 
Division AO the constant upgrading and 
improvement of communications systems 
is the key to insuring reliable command 
and control communications responsive 
to the tactical commander. 

A key to the success of the First Cavalry 
Divisions operations is the mobility and 
response of the "First Team". The 13th 
Signal Battalion is a proud member of 
that team and provides the "Voice of 
Command" for the Sky·troopers. 

121ST SIGNAL BATTALION 

The 12lst Signal Battalion, commanded 
by LTC John C. Lain, provided the 
command and control communications 
support to the 1st Infantry Division. 
Organized as a standard TOE Division 
Signal Battalion, olhe 12151 applied sound 
communications principles to meet the 
multitude of challenges due -to operating 
over greatly ex·tended distances in a 
varying ,tropical environment. 

From the Division Headquarters at 
Lai Khe Base Camp, multi-channel radio 
links tied in the 1st Brigade at Dau 
Tieng and the 2d Brigade at Di An. 
Additionally, VHF systems were installed 
and operated from the Brigade Head-
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quarters down to several of the battalion 
fire support bases throughout the area of 
operation. 

Company C, 121st Signal Battalion, 
located at Di An, provided communica­
tions support to the Division Support 
Command and several non-divisional 
suppOrt units. Platoons of Company B 
operated the command and control COlll­

munications links at the ht, ~nd and 
3rd Brigade Headquarters. 

At Lai Khe an ANjMTC-1 switchboard 
provided the necessary telephone servil'e 
to the Division HeadCjuarters. An area 
switchboard operated by 1st Signal Bri­
gade enabled Lai Kite based units to 
enter the dial system as well as the 
Tandem Switch. 

To augment the capabilities of the 
121st Signal Battalion, signal support 
elements of the 36th Sig En (Combat 
Area) and the 53d Signal Battalion (C) 
were co-located at Lai Khe. The support 
included multi·channel links over the 
Corps Area System as well as command 
and control circuits over the tactical 
VHF system to II FFORCEV Head­
quarters. Close coordination between 
l2lst Signal Battalion and the supporting 
signal units was paramount to insuring 
rapid restaral of priority circuit~ over 
the complex multi-channel network. 
Maximum miliLation of towers, both 
prefabricated and self-help constructed, 

------------:---

greatly increased the range and im­
proved the quality a! FJ\.f and VHF com­
lllunic:1tiom lhroughout the 1st Division 
Area 01 Operation. 

The 121st Signal Battalion was in· 
~trumental in the smooth transition of 
Lai Khe base camp communications to 
the 5th AR VN Division. Working closely 
with Major Long, the 5th ARVN nivi_ 
sian Signal Officer, LTC Lain imurcd 
that adequate communications support 
[acilitie~ and per~onnel were available 
to a~!iist with the transfer of the base 
camp. \Vire and cabJe teams assisted the 
5th ARVN communicators in the cutover 
to ARVN switchboards and VHF equip· 
ment and thus assured that uninterrupted 
command and control communications 
were immediately aV<iilable to the 5th 
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AR VN Division Commanding General 
upon his arrival at Lai Khe. 

The 121st Signal Battalion final com­
munications support mission was ter· 
minated on 25 March 1970 when the 
battalion stood down for redeployment 
along with the 1st Infantry Division. 

Since August 19fi5 the 121st Signal 
Battalion has provided vital communi· 
cations support to the 1st Infantry Divi­
sion, "The Big Red One", in Vietnam 
by livi~? up to its motto "Do it well-Do 
it now 

125TH SIGNAL BATTALION 

From the Elephant's Ear to the Parrot's 
Beak and from the Angel's Wing to the 
Hobo Woods, the 125th Signal Battalion, 

"Voice 01 Lightning", provides command 
and control communications to the 25th 
Infalllry Division, "Tropic Lightning."' 

The battalion was ani va ted on I Oc­
tober 1941 and has served in the Re­
public of Vietnam since 12 March 19(j{j. 

Under the Command of LTC William 
R. Rogers, the battalion has its head­
quarters and two companies located at 
Cu Chi Base Camp. Bravo Company is 
located at Tay Ninh Base Camp and 
provides communication support in the 
I st Brigade Area of operations. Alpha 
Company provides the Division Head­
quarters with a communications center, 
switchboard facilities and FM jHF jVHF 
radio support. 

Charlie Company supports the 2d and 
3d Brigade areas of operation with 
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VHF radio in addition to providing com~ 
munications support for the Division 
Support Command and combat photo­
graphic service to the entire division. 
In order to provide more responsive and 
more efficient telephone service at eu 
Chi. the 125th Signal Battalion and the 
86th Signal Battalion (Combat Area) have 
established a joint telephone agency to 
manage the installation and repair of all 
telephones in conjunction with cable 
maintenance and rehabilitation. Recog­
nizing the urgent need for more ef­
ficient utilization of men and material 
to meet the demanding requirements im­
posed by the sprawling Gu Chi Base 
Camp. the respective Signal Battalion 
Commanders directed the establishment 
of such a joint. fully integrated manage­
ment office in the fall of 1969. 

This effort has optimized the efforts of 
both battalions in that all telephone 
trouble teams and all cable teams are 
fully integrated-a significant improve­
ment in the overall system management. 

In support of the concept of opera­
tions in the 25th Infantry Division, the 
125th Signal Battalion provides multi­
channel voice systems at 14 fire support 
bases, two relay points and three hase 
camps. In order to provide maximum 
flexibility for the maneuver battalions, a 
multi-channel voice system is established 
at each fire suppon base that has a hat­
talion headquarters and/or artillery bat­
tery. 

This service leaves critical communica­
tions equipment for use in the field 
because the small unit tactics employed 
require a full commitment of tactical 
equipment. With the administrative and 
logistical elements of the battalions lo­
cated in the base camp, the multi-channel 
radio system eases the commander's com­
mand and control problem. 

The 25th Infantry Division Tactical 
Area provides a unique geographical 
point that is ideal for relay of wireless 
communications. This station is located 
over 3,000 feet up on Nui Ba Den Moun­
tain. 

The 125th Signal Battalion moved to 

A"t.II'" to .... rs i"e,.u. tn. ""g. 
01 t.ctiu/ ""J;o~ 
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the top o[ the mountain in March of 

1967 where they operate VHF and FM 

radio facilities. In addition, the Division 

Signal Officer is responsible for insur­

ing that the more than 25 stations, reo 

presenting more than ten II FFV units, 

provide interference free, reliable and 

responsive communications for their res· 

pective commanders. 
This presents a major frequency man· 

agement problem for the Division Radio 

Officer and the Signal Officer stationed 

on site. Close coordination and strict 

frequency management insures efficient 

use of this valuable landmark. 
The 125th Signal Battalion provides 

an eflective morale booster for the divi· 

sion by having established a means of 

calling home to CONUS through the 

MARS network. 
At present, the division base camp 

at Cu Chi has two fixed plant MARS 

stations utilizing an AN/MSC-31 shelter 

and Collins single·sideband equipment. 

A fixed plant MARS station at Tay 

Ninh provides service for 1st Brigade. 

Whether it be a VHF shot from Cu 

Chi or an automatic-secure·retransmissoO 

Iacility on Nui Ba Den Mountain, the 

"Voice of Lightning" provides resp~n' 

sive and reliable communications to 

support of the 25th Infantry Division. 

TACTICAL COMMUNICATIONS OPERATIONS AT BRIGADE LEVEL 

Separate brigades are used extenSively 

in Vietnam under the operational con· 

trol of a division headquarters or re­

porting directly to the Field Force 

Commander. Their C-E operations paral­

lel divisions on a smaller scale and thus 

pose significant difficulties, since an or­

ganic signal platoon is inadequate to 

support a separate brigade. 
With the greatly expanded C-E mission 

to support a separate brigade, provi­

sional signal companies were developed 

and appropriate MTO&E changes were 

initiated to create a standard separate 

brigade signal company. 
In addition to the three divisions 

OPCOl\: to II FFORCEV, there are twO 

brigade size units and one regiment 

operating within the III Corps Tactical 
Zone. 

313TH SIGNAL COMPANY 

The 199th Infantry Brigade (L T) 

Signal Officer, Major Dyer, exercises op· 

erational control over the 313th Signal 

Company, commanded by Captain Ralph 

D. Beamer. The 313th Signal Company 

has assigned teams located at seven geo­

gaphic locations providing command con· 

tral communications to the brigade corn­

mander, BG William R. Bond. 
From the forward command post at 

Xuan Lac, Long Khanh Province th~ 
313th Signal Company operates rnulti­

channel VHF systems .to the four infantry 

battalion fire support bases. 
The basic four/twelve channel systerns 

consist of AN/MRC-69, AN_MRC-Il2, 

and AN/GRC-163 systems. I.n order to 

provide hard copy teletype service be­

tween echelons of the brigade head­

quarters and the four infantry battalions, 

the 313th Signal Company installed ao~ 
operates a speech plus teletype drallt 

to each battalion FSB. 
Hill 837, Nui Chua Chan, is utilized 

for FM retransmission of the Brigade 

Command Nets, and the 3d Battalion, 7th 

Infantry, Command Ne[ on a full time 

basis and for other brigade elementS as 

required. 
Communications is the life blood of ~ 

commander and lessens the isolation 0 

the battlefield. 
The brigade operates in an environ­

ment of heavy jungle, extensive rub~fr 
plantation, rugged tree covered ~ll s~ 
and marshy swampland. Every techn1qU 

possible is exploited to maintain corn-
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munications in all circumstances. All 

elemenh in the field use the antenna 

RC-292 or previously tested and proven 

long wire or ground plane expedient 

antennas. 
The broad range. o[ equipment em· 

played in the brigade from squad level 

to special quality data equipment. re­

quires an unique dedication of trained 

and aggressive communicator.; to keep 

getting the job done. That this has 

been, and is continuing to be accom­

plished, is a special tribute to the bri­

gade communicators and the 313th Signal 

Company. 

56TH SIGNAL COMPANY 

The 56th Signal Company provides the 

command and control communications 

for the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Divi· 

sian. Communications support is sim­

iliar to that provided by the 313th Sig 

Co, However, the operational environ­

ment dictates differents techniques_ 

Headquarters, 3rd Brigade, 9th In­

lantry Di\'i~iun i~ lmated at Tan An 

and operatiom extend throughout the 

~ollthel"1l III Corps t.<lCticai lOne lrom 

the Cam bod ian border on the we ... t to 

the Somll China Sea on the ea~t. T;lc, 

tiGl1 llIulti-( h;lll11el VHF linb lie in tht 

:-In! lki~,(tle with tht :!5lh In[antry Divi­

~ion at Lll Chi, and area cUIllIllUniGI­

liom a('c('~~ i~ g-<l ined through an AN / 

TRC·ll \ R;ldio terminal operated hy 

l.OlllJlilllY l), ·j·jil:!(ith Signal Battalion oL 

tht ! ~t Sig-ll,iI HI i~adc. 

The 5hth Sign,ll Company 0IJerate . ., 

.\Nj,\1RC-W "HF lerminah al each oj 

their hattalion hase c<imps .. -\ddition.lll). 

COlHlllcenter, AM RATT and F'\l 1',Hlio 

tOllllllunications i.~ provided LO each lor· 

w<lnl conllll,md po-,t. 
FM radio, both secure and non-secure, 

is relied upon heavily to maintain close 

contact with the ground combat troops_ 

The multitude of canals and wet marsh­

lands of this delta area require new 

techniques in tactical operations. 

The air cushion vehicle (ACV) is 

used extensively by the "Red Devils" 

of the 3d Brigade to rapidly move 

throughout their area of operation. To 
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-----------------

MARS 
The mission of MARS is to provide 

emergency back-up and supplemental 
communications for the regular military 
circuits, to provide a system of commu­
nications available to the Red Cross, 
Chaplains, and Special Services, and to 
enhance morale by providing a phone 
patch and MARS-gram message service 
to the United States. 

The phone patch service, which is 
the best known of the MARS func­
tions, was initiated in February 1966 
with an average for 700 phone patches 
a month. By 1969 the number grew to 
over 31.500 per month. There are cur­
rently 17 Army MARS Stations serving 
the troops of II FFORCEV. Five mobile 
stations are in operation which take the 
MARS facilities to remote areas where 
troops would otherwise have no access 
to MARS. 
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maintain contact with the air cushion 
vehicles when operating at great dis· 
tances from the base camp, airborne 
FM relays are employed. The combat 
commander utilizing FM radios in his 
command and control helicopter can 
readily control the ground elements as 
well as keep the Brigade Tactical Opera­
tions Center (TOC) advised. 

In addition to employing the ACV's 
the 3rd Brigade works closely with the 
U.S. and Vietnamese Naval forces on 

patrol of the many canals 
Cambodian border. Constant 
munications is maintained 
Naval craft and the forward fire 
bases to insure rapid response 
for artillery and tactical air 

According to the Brigade 
Major Dupuy, the 56th . 
commanded by Cpt North, can 
of its uniqu~ role in supporting 
of the most versatile and effective 
bat units in Vietnam. 

SPECIAL COMMUNICA nONS SUPPORT MISSIONS 

40 

11TH ARMORED CAVALRY 

The 11 th Armored Cavalry Regiment 
(ACR), currently OPCON to the 1st 

Cavalry Division (AM), operates out of 
the Quan Loi Base Camp. Major Culver 
is the 11 th ACR Signal Officer and is 
responsihle for providing the command 
control communications required by the 
highly mobile B-lackhorse Regiment. 

Long haul communications support is 
provided by the 1st Signal Brigade's Corps 
Area System. The long haul circuits con­
nect the II th ACR Rear at Bien Hoa 
with the Regimental Headquarters at 
Quan Loi. 

Communications within the regiment 
consist mainly of FM radio and HF 

radio-teletype with primary emphasis on 
FM radio. 

With the APC M-113's being used ex­
tensively as a fighting vehicle rather 
than a personnel carrier, the Regiment's 
ability to move and shoot has been great­
ly enhanced. Without an organic signal 
company to rely on, the regimental Signal 
Officer's duty to provide the means to 
communicate is both demanding and 
rewarding. 

COMPANY D (RANGER) 75TH INF 

Company 
commanded 

D (Ranger), 
by Major 

75th Infantry, 
Richard W. 

Drisko, provides the eyes and ears 
Headquarters, II FFORCEV in penetrat-: 
ing the vast stretches of heavy jungle· 
growth to detect enemy troop move­
ments. 

Once the LRP team is dropped 
a suspected enemy area, [hey are 
their own. Their job is to find. ~e 
enemy, to seek him out in his hIdIng 
places, to bring the fight to him before 
he wants or is ready for it. When the 
enemy is pin-pointed the . 
is immediately passed back to 
site. Depending on the size of the 
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lorte ~i!!;hted, artillery, aerial rocket artil­
lerv, or even Ail Force tanical ail 
strikes will be called in. 

Providing the lile line of communica­
Liom between the Long Range Patrols 
(LRP) 01 Company D (Ranger), 75th 
Infantry is the responsibility 01 their 
collllllunications platoon. Operating from 
four base stations in conjunction with 
an airborne relay, the platoon provides 
constant reliable FM communications 
with the patrols operating over extended 
distances lrom the company base. 

Current upgrading plans include the 
replacement of the ANjPRC·25 radio 
with the ANjPRC-77 radio to provide 
a secure FM capability lor passing critical 
message traffic. 

NAVAL OPERATIONS 

To effectively control and restrict the 
movement of enemy troops and material 
in the III Corp' Tactical Zone (CTZ) 
requires the rime toonlination and sup­
port oj land, air ;lIld naval forces. Con­
tributing to this total effort is Operation 
TRAr\ HUNG DAO V, an iOlerdiction 
011 the Saigon River between Phu Cuong 
and Dau Tieng. 

TR.-\N HUNG DAO V is commanded 
bv the Third Riverine Commander of 
tl;e VieL1lame~e N<lvy and consists of 
elements of U.S. Navy Task Group 194.6, 
Vietnamese Navy (VNN) River Patrol 
(~roup 51, and River Assault Group 24. 

Operating together a~ part 01 the 
·'DONG TIEN" Progress Together Pro­
gram, the naval force~ operate the &mall 
River Patrol Boat~ (PBR) and the larger 
River As~ault Craft on the upper Saigon 
River. These cralt are equipped with FM 
radios and maintain dose contact with 
the Joint ~aVilI Operatiom Center at 
Phu Cuong for wordination with friend· 
ly ground forces and lor air and artillery 
support. The Naval Operatiom Center 
at Phu Cuong operates in the II FFOR­
CEV Fl\f Secure Net. 

Operating around the clock, the naval 
Jorce~ have been highly ~u(.ce~srul in in· 
terdicting enemy movement throughout 
111 CTZ. 

WEATHER 

\Veather ~llpport to Headyu;l1·ter>, 11 
FFORCEV i, provided by D('tildlllH~nt 

3:!, 5th ''''eather SlJuildron. Both lore­
(,:tsting ami oh,ervation services are pro­
vided. With thi, inforlllation the decision 
mak.er ... can lll;lke the '·go/no·go" de(i· 
~ion_ Consequently, the information pro· 
vided must be ;lccurate and ("llnent to 
allow the proper deci~ion to be made. 

To collect and disseminate this perish· 
able proUun called weather data, it is 
essential that an adequate communica­
tions network be established. 

Reliable communications must be 
available between the combat weather 
team (brigade level), the operating loca­
tion (division level), and the weather 
relay center (WRC) at Tan Son Nhut. 
The prime communications media is the 
telephone. Where hot lines are being used, 
the loss of data due to communications 
problems is almost negligible. 

In addition, the relay of data is ac­
complished over the Southeast Asia 
(SEA) Weather Teletype Network. Ter­
minal equipment consists o( USAF M-28 
at II FFORCEV and the primary resup· 
ply airfields, and the Anny TT-7fi/TT-'1 
equipment at division level. 

The atmosphere with its many vari· 
abies is a constantly changing series of 
events. Consequently, timelines in dis­
semination or weather data is essential 
to making an accurate lorecast and pass­
ing it to the deci.~jun-lllaking echelon. 
Tactical, Corps, and Arm)' Area C0111-

lllunLcatiom personnel monitor these 
cin;uit, to insure their wmtant <lnd re­
liable service. 

ROME PLOWS 

The 5()lst Land Clearing Company 01 
the 62nd Engineer Battalion, operating 
the highly successful Rome Plows con­
ducts land-clearing of fire support bases 
and roadways in the III CTZ. 

Currently the compan}", commanded by 
Captain Francis L. Smith i~ conducting 
[,md clearing operations in support 01 

(colltillued Oil page> 44) 
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(coniinued from page 41) 
joint 1st Cavalry and ARVN Airborne 
combat operations in War Zone C. The 
AN JGRe-106 radio is used to maintain 
contact with the Battalion Headquarter'i 
at Long Binh. 

The Company establishes FM commu· 
nications with each of the platoon leaders 
utilizing the AN /PRC-25 radio. How­
ever, contact between the platoon leader 
and the plow operators is limited. With 
the dense foliage restricting the operator's 
view it is very difficult to keep the cut 
on an even course. Recent field testing 
of the newer AN /PRC-88-squad radio 
as a means to control the operators ha~ 
proven to be successfuL 

The operators mounted the AN JPRR-
9 receiver on their helmets and the 

platoon leader using the AN /PR T- '1 
transmitter could readily control the team 
during the operation. A<."cording to Cap­
tain Smith, this technique 01 operation 
should significantly increase the C""dpahil. 
ity of the unit by greatly.reducing the 
number of halts required for coordina­
tion. 

DONG liEN 

To enhance communications coordina­
tion between U.S. and ARVN Forces, 
the II FFORCEV Signal Officer, Colonel 
Albert J. Geraci, works closely with the 
III Corps Signal Officer, LTC Phung, 
and his Signal Advisor Major Peter 
Schmidt. 

Long range planning by the II FFOR­
CEV Signal Officer has allowed for the 
smooth transition and upgrading of the 
ARVN multi-channel communications 
network.. 

Joint field surveys of ARVN use of 
U.S. tactical FM radios has resulted in 
increased emphasis by the AR VN Divi­
sions Signal Officers in the proper care 
and utilization of the radios. Currently 
with the increased emphasis 011 the use 
oj FM secure radio equipment through­
om 1lI CTZ, the III Corps Signal Ad· 
visor, Major Schmidt, has instructed all 
U.S. advisors in the use of the secure 
equipment and its advantages during 
joint U.S. and ARVN combat operations. 
Through his efforts, the frequency 01 
compromises of planned operations, artil­
lery, and air strik.es has been greatly 
reduced. 

KEY TERRAIN IN III CORPS TACTICAL ZONE 

44 

Automatic and manual FM retrans­
mission stations located on high ground 
playa key role in providing the neces­
sary range required to adequately sup· 
port combat operations throughout the 
III CTZ. 

The three principle signal reby site~ 

within the II FFORCEV area of opera­
tion are: Nui Ba Den, Nui Chua Chan. 
and Nui Ba Ra Mountains. 

NUl BA DEN 

Nui Ba Den Mountain (The Black 
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Virgin) is the predominate terrain fea­
ture in Tay Ninh Province having an 
elevation of 986 meters. Located approxi­
mately 89 km northwest of Saigon, it 
is used as a radio relay site by many 
signal and combat units in the III Corps 
Tactical Zone (CTZ). The 125th Signal 
Battalion, principal occupant of the 
mountain since March 1967, controls the 
signal operations of the more than ten II 
FFORCEV units operating FM, manual 
and automatic retransmission stations as 
well as multi-channel relays. 

NUl CHUA CHAN 

The signal site on Nui Chua Chan 
(Hill 837) is under the control of Com­
pany C, (Provisional). 53d Signal Bat­
talion_ Control of signal and combat 
units attempting to establish relay sites 
on the hill rests with the II FFORCEV 
Signal Officer. Frequencies [or use on 
Hill 837 are assigned by the Radio 

Frequency Engineer Officer and are strict­
ly controlled to reduce the possibility 01 
interference. 

NUl SA RA 

Nui Ba Ra I\fountain is located ap­
proximately 131 kill north of Saigon. It 
is used as a relay site by many signal 
;md combat units in the 1st Cavalry 
Division (AM) area ot operation. The 
13th Signal Battalion controls the signal 
operations on the hill. Currently both 
U_S. and ARVN units are operating 
manual and automatic FM retransmis­
sion stations. providing relay service to 
both combat and combat support units 

With the increased activity by the 1st 
Cavalry Division and the AR VN Air­
borne Division, extensive construction 
has been undertaken to provide ade­
quate protective bunkers for the addi­
tional communications personnel and 
equipment joint operations require_ 
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A VIA TION COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS 
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Army aviation cOllllllunications-elec­
tronics (avionic~) programs have been 
more closely associated with combat oper­
ations in Vietnam -that at any lime in 
history. This is primarily due to the 
many diverse avionics equipment.~ in air­
crait and ground related systems which 
support airmobile operations. 

Avionics responsibilities in Vietnam 
are exercised by Signal Officers at all 
echelons of command. In most aviation 
organizations, hom airmobile companie~ 
to aviation groups and the Aviation 
Brigade, the Signal Officer is a rated 
aviator who is responsible for communica­
tions in addition to avionics. 

12TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP 

The 12th Combat Aviation Group in 
support of II FFORCEV has one of the 
largest areas of operation in Vietnam, 
encompassing the III Corps Tactical 
Zone. On a typical day hundreds of 
aircraft are engaged in combat assaults, 
resupply missions, surveillance, command 
and control and many other missions 
supporting ground tactical units. 

To accomplish all of these tasks re­
quires an effective communications sys· 
tem. 12th Combat Aviation Group com· 
lllUnications personnel working for Major 
Synnott, the Group Signal Officer, main­
tain the command and control consoles, 
operate teletype and switchboards and 
provide internal Flvr radio nets. 

To keep abreast of an ever.changing 
tactical situation and to reduce reaction 
time, sole-user telep~one circuits are 
installed from the II FFORCEV Army 
Aviation Element (AAE) to the sup· 
poning aviation unib and to each in· 
fanu-y division and separate brig.ade in 
the III Corps Tactical Zone. Mission reo 
quirelllenh are passed over the point·to­
point circuit~ provided by II FFORCEV 
~ignaJ unit~. 

The effective employment of airborne 
command and control aircraft 01 the 
12th Group depends on the supported 
ground commander being able to direct 
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hi~ units instantaneously if the tactical 
situation requires. This instant reaction 
is possible by using the command amI 
control con.roles which are an integral 
part of the command and control ship. 

The command and control aircraft, 
fiying above the battle area, provides the 
commander with visual contact with 
the combat elements, keeping him abreast 
of the latest tactical development. Using 
the command and control console, the 
ground commander can then not only 

Command and Control 

Con.ol.-FM , • .1,'0 
communic.tions ',om tI, • 

• ,·,bo,ne comml",d •• fo Ais 

""if. 0" tl!. g,o"n.1 

CORDS COMMUNICATIONS IN '" CTZ 

Civil Operations and Rural Develop· 
ment Support (CORDS) activities in III 
CTZ are coordinated through the 11 
FFORCEV Commanding General's dual 
role as the Senior Advisor to the III Corp~ 
Commanding General. Direct responsibili­
ty for·all CORDS activities lies with the 
Deputy [or CORDS. The CORDS or­
ganization consists of both civilian and 
military personnel. Staffed with agencies 
to assist the government in civil opera· 
tions and pacification programs, the De­
puty for CORDS has operating elements 
which consist of province, district, Mobile 
Advisory Teams and other highly spe-

direct his units, but also can call upon 
supporting or reinforcing units if the 
need arises. 

In addition to the command and con­
lral [unctiom of the 12th Group com­
municators is the direct support mainte­
nance of all avionics equipment. On 
call twenty-four hours a day, repair teams 
keep the aircraft radios and related avi­
onics equipment in a high state of 
readiness, in spite of the hostile environ· 
ment. 

cialized teams to advise GVN counter­
part~ at all echelons. 

Providing communications to ade­
quately support such a diverse and wide­
ly scanered organization requires the 
coordination and assistance of all com­
munications agenCies within H FFOR­
CEV IJIJ CTZ. 

Within the CORDS organization, the 
Communications Office, currently directed 
by Captain J. Hood and Mr. J. R. 
Mirabella, is responsible for the coordina­
tion and supervision of the total tele­
communications effort. The teletype net­
work supporting CORDS operations is 
TOuted over lCS-SEA circuits, and in 
some cases over the Corps Area System. 

Telephone service to the IH CT7. 
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