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MIl.GTN-PBTSZ 

.. SUBJECT I (U) 

'. . HEADQUARTERS " 
.' U. S. MAltG llli'TACJ:lMENT 

PHUOC BlNH THlLNH SPECIAL ZONE 
SONG BE, VIEl'NAM 

! 

A.fter. Action RepOrt on Ranger.: Operations . in Zone D. Part 2, Phase III "Operation HolidayU, .'3 Jan/to' 9.·Jan6.'3. ! , "'.' . 
I .' 

I , . ,-
I , 

..•..... 

TO: senior. Acivil!Or 
III Corps' 

." 
/'" 

.. ' 

Saigon, Vietnam .. 
ATTN; 0..'3 Advisor I 

1. (C) FORCES 

'i: 
~ . - . 

,', ~::'" 

f 

fI 
. ,',. 

" ," 

a, Colunin A. 30th Special· Battalion (.'344,.'340 and 337 ranger comp9.nies): CollllllB.nded by Lt Col Dian, PBT Special Zone Collllnander I acc­ompanied by Major Nulsen, Senior Advisor, and Lt Ke~nan, .liangerAdvisor. This colucm had been comanded by Captain Biet, .'3Oth Spec~al Battalion Commander, during pari; 1 of Phase III and re.cain~d in Zone,Dforpart 2. 

. ·b. Column ~ Ranger Task Force (316,.'327 anci j45~~~er ~ anies): Commanded initially by Major Chinh, Deput7 Fhl.ioc long ProVince . Chief, and later by Major Man, Chiet ot Start tor PBT Special Zone, acc­ompanied by Major Pitts, Deputy Senior Advillorj and SFC Delmont, Ked1c/ troa 5 t.o. 9; Jan(!lar.r 1963, This column was airl.i!ted into .Zone D by heli-copters on .'3 January 1963. . 
f 

c. Column C. Ph~c Thanh Ranger Task FOrce <:3.'35,3.'36 and 350 . / ranger companies): Co=nded by lolajor Hao, Phuoc ThaM Province Chie!,) ) . accompanied by i>Iajor M:>rrison, Sector Advillor, and I;t:. MIlllen1X, Sectov ,~ liar.a;'3r Ad;isor. This column came in from the south' on 5 Januar;y and '. t /'" , .... ~:~=:! 1: Phuoc .Vinh on 8 Januari, . Report . ~f the~ activities.at~aiOhed·1 

2, (C) CONDUCT . . . . I 
/I 
~ a, Part 2 ot Phal!e III ot nOperation Holiday" was an. extension of. operations conducted by the .'32d ~gimel'\t and .'30th Special Batta lion between 29 December 1962 arid 3 January 1963. The atter ~ction report trOLl the 32d Regiment. was 'sul:mitted ~o yoUr. headquarters on 7 January 196.'3. No U,S. Advise;' accompanied the .'3Oth Special Batta~on, A llurtlll8ry of the operation highlights obtained from ARW sources' 'i8 enciosed as . Annex B,. 

b. For Parl 2, Phase llI,the 30th Special Battalion"sf3cured I.Z YT 105625 on 2'January 1963 to prOtect 'the hel.icOPterani:linga ot' the Renger Task Forceon',3' Januar;y·1963.See overlay A.M:ex";C~i'· • 
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. .". . ".:" .. ~:. :> .. ".:.';, ,~~. !, .. ::~, .·I~':;:';:C ~.. . 
.C, .,The plan called :for.a two column"envelopnent af."an·ar,ea,; 

south ot LZ YTl20565, hereai'ter re£erredto )is ;II~, Dienll1 ;)\'r.c)1{anaJijJie 
if' aerial photographs; documents ·pi.-eviously captured; the' qiiestioning .' 
of 2 defectors and 1 prisoner, and earlier probes; the area was believed 
to ,contain a VC . regiment. 11.',&, B, Gol\1llll1~).e£t ,~pe "~ ,.in~n~ cQ.l\1D1l), ·at ,'~, 
031500 Jan 63. The next morning A&~ .columnssp;u.t and:fo1l9.wecJ,tpe,""";;. 
trC!ce shown on oVerlay) ,Annex C", ColUnu'! 13:, ~~;V!!.d.{:j::t 7,~.bj.e.ct:\,v,;\ ~e~I':';. 
before Column A andmade., contact resuJ,:t!;tng ,in somer:~ge:t: ,.c~s1.!A~t:l;efL' . 
t~ ,include thewo~clin.g or~jor ,Chinhi:Column,Co~dE!"r.~1~· n\!:x,:~,'Il!;q~l"' 
ing (5 January) Column, 13 ,sec.ured<LZ Dien. ,and, eVlicua ted.~the. ,dead and, ,wounded 
b;rH-34's~ '.' ,"'. ',': .• "" ' ... , , ,', ..... " " .. " ...... . 

d. ColUJ:ln A then moved, to' LZ Dien on 5 January and received 
the 2d lh of the 32d Regiment ,an.d l.mortar platoon which was 881').t in by" 
helicpoter lit:t; to secure r.z, l?ien:while Columns, A'&13. C.qlld~ct:ed, op,.~1<iq!ls 
in the area for the next? days. location of.thes\l.,operll;~i~n_~:,c,?'!l be: found 
on overlay Annex Dand an' 'eXplanation of th,e r!lsu1t~ ~re,,~,,~h~':'!l!la~l!;l.s 
that follows, .. ' ',",":' '" .' ., . '''. ,~,:, ::'. ::;;';;':":··:,";",.;:'\'C':::" 

.' ... '.' " .' ,'.:. " .1. '1..' • ." .• ;':1::' '; ',.'"',, '~',: .... 11 ... ·:.:: '~."::-, 
e, ColUlllli. C I il movement froni Phuoc Thanh h/l.d ori~ beeil " 

planned to act as an intercept force for VC fieeing 80uth a8 a' result, , 
of Column A & Bls operations, They actually acte~ a8.:an;ind!'lp.!lntlent. "··r., 
force with no real control exercised by the, Tactical Zone ,Collllllander.." ,,' 
J.fte;(' a~tion report attached 'as, Annex A. """ ,;::, :, .. :... '. ::,' , 
',' . . , .. " '. .' '~'." ,,-::: r' ~ •.. , . ' 
". -: . • . .... ,!. ~' •• ;-;" ......... ~.. • ..... , .: ..... .. ~.:t:fi. .. /; 'r~)::7. r ":': .. :.;~ •. 

f. , A<::i;.ions·ilj th~ taJ.:'get":ar.eaa:etuaJ,ly,,,cov~J::!lCl; :a~ p'!!~;I;ocl,. tha,~ .. 
began earher in "Operation HolidaylJ; The contacts madEj, alid, tpe f!ngage- . 
Iilf!ntil o.f the 3QT,h Spec:j.al Batt.aJ.ion, 32d, Regiment and .. j:.heRanger.Taek, 
FbNe are 1l:10wn on 1\..'Ulex ;). ,Thu accumulation of into:r:'nation ~btained. ',' 
fro:n a:\..l oftheee aoi;ions led toeV'en~uaJ.:,di8covery 'andc:lee'truction' 'ot, 
aD. COIn:'''''-ny ins":a11a'cj.ons of ~1ha.t It'.t.er ,"''as ide~ti.t'j,ed as yc, Bat.taUon, 
D-'U ' " . . .. ... . :. .' 

',' g. The ' next, 3 days, January 6, 7, and 8 were characterized 
by ranger re'co!'6a:tssance-in-force mi8sions, ro.ids and ambushes conducted 
from I:Z Dl,)l1 'lliS a'base of operations, During this phil.se'the ba8e was 
prct,e~'ted by the' 2d &ttaLi.on, 32d Regiment; :? t.~~~:o? '4.2 MOrtars t 
and :2 t"lbf:lJ of 15:5= howit.::ers from Phuec. Vinh, 'nle:\YG made probes each 
nigh"; !llld fi.!'ed fllJ!lIll Mlrt.a!'s, into the perimeter, NO ·'ca:sual.ti~s were 
caus.3d 'r:Jy the probes or mortar fire, A prisoner caught on the 6th ot 
Janui~l assisted in ,the eventual discovery of 6 company ~stallations 
an;!. a !'.leld hospital (200 beds), A sUllllllary of VC ca8ualtie8, equipnent 
and • dO:::~1llIent's 'captured' as 'well as in'8tallations destroyed. appears in 
Intelligence Annex E. . , 

h. The 4.2 plAtoon was heli,copte);, 1;I.ftecl,-- trom. LZ D,I..~n on 8 ' 
January, Columns A &B and the 2/3~moved o~t,o£:,th,~ ar!ll!- 'j;o re.turil· '. 
to' Phuoc wng at- 082000 January 1963. The carch' Was continued on 9 , 
JanlJ.ary 63 with all ColllLlllS closing in Dong Xusi by 99180.0 J~uary 63, 

, ... '.'. 

3. (u) TERRAIN 
,.... •... .. . ' 

Some areo. as de'/lcribed in ,pre;v;t,.ol1s, atter aetion reports of 
R<znger Operatione in Zone D. , ",\:;'" ' ," ' \ 
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<:"':-.. 4.,(Cj:,':w.~~I~ : ':';: . :" '~,J,~eeHFl9EKf~II~~:!t~~:'J~1 
:;!':'.. ' . .'.: . ..,; .. : •... : '~_ .:'''';'!~. : ,: ... {: .' ",,, ', .. ;";';:;P1" ';::':'1 Dr··"i:;"~J;::f"}· t:C(;·":;:·'j:':';·(l .. -; , ,a. :'This. <?peta~,ion:,was ,1;he )ast,pha,I1E1,o1' ,'/1.,;ll.r,dalT,;,oPElrat;Lon,. (19 Dec 62 to 9 Jan 63) named "Operation Holiday", th~t, utilized 9 ranger companies, 1 rE/giment, 1 platoon .-o! 4.2 mOrtar!", 1 batterY 01' .155n1lll how.i.:tzers,2. helic()pt~r op'erations :¥Id; VIil\F "a.i~,8,upporl;:;,~e t" ,"J . important pc>in1;s ~re:,It,.,~s, the;,loIlgest, oPex:4ticin'~VElr ,.condq<?~ed,in ' ?ene, D, it. .essentia,lly was ,condll,cte,d by batta.1j,o,n;s;L~eco;:ci.l~s,.A1;. placed con1;:LIloUS prElssUJ,'e on .. the ,same VC units, it .;utUi2;ed,:nU!Q.ero'ls Ll:lupp?ri;ing element,S (air~. helicopter, ,4.2" IOOrtarS, 15.5il;nn ~o~ .. ~er.t.aJ. ,ph6t.oir.aphy and, previous :!,ntelligence,.,reportl1) I and ,damaged ,one, o~\:t~~ -V9:mililn ,:supply routesfroll\,North Vietnam to.J;IIa,nd IV Corps areas., ~e'QidJ.gU:po!',in:~ t0rlllS.tion "thl'llugh. ,contin1.!Rus, C1On1iaots, and the use"of"prisonel'S,.i:~P.:ltUrEl.d and, defec.t~rs gav~ ,the ,neces~a:w:;.b!isis ,.tor, ~ollow:-througq icmerat:l.9I).s" ,The, dislocation ~d, darilage . done to 0-14 and the ~eld"Hospita.l ,could· have neyer bElen accompJ,il1he<:l;.i,1' the' Tactical ?ene :90~der ;had ,not; :, been,wiJ,J,ing ~o pushh;i.s, adv<!lltage., ,The ~lue of,~onstll;nt.:pr,el:l~q.>;'E! ,anSi', 1'olloW' through 'ol'! ,timely;:I,n,t'Qm;l.~:!-on,wer~ t'tUly, ~~c_ogni~eq.< ')'1 '1 ~'; r.:' 

; .... :,;' ,;'" __ .' :;'-.;. '. ;,.: ... ' ": ... ,_:', "." "'_,i .,: .... ::.:; :'::":;f' -::-7 .t;~:.' , .,J) •. AlthoughtlleT~>ct~ca;t .Zone CoL1lIland~r, ~:b~.l'<lt;it,i-P.tzel;l,,-1'01'. leaving his headq~J:i;ex:s,!J:i:\d -pE1.rsonally,asllJ.1!Dipg, iC~' ,:.O1'~ ',l!-iP;; ';,' . 1lIllSlJ, rx>rtion. o,t'his. 1'Q~C.'ilS ,iI1,::tqe ,t'~eldJ t~~, s:i,t\ll!-:\;ipn,1.!,llqet: wJl;!,~;\: ". ,~e went~o.the ,1'ieldll).ust,b.~'~~~!l"into account, •. The,;:3Qt~, S}?,e'1~'i;;;:.:;, .', Battalion, which, :ha!! b.een: op'e:ra~:l,ng, "lith, tl:le, :,T~ ~~4!lJ:'4'?,~:.~r~' .o'y:ears, lost one 91' the:i.r: company:,.~~derll.2 days prey;Lo~s, 1;,0'; t~e!','· , ,; 'begipn;i.n.go1' th;i.s, ,pa;1;,.o1' ~s~;JII~ Most; of 'the :-1;~QPps ilp.~ ,-<)ommanders :were tired and ,qemo,raJ,!Zedi :t~!1y, ,ne!1ded,,~, 'l?PQfl'~.' ~!,h'il",~Z :Co~I'!!!err Il ' presenc~ ;:!-l'!. the '.f:ielql,!J.!- this,t~EI,I'wns a,:tr8!l1e.1'l(l.o,1,!s,)Oost 'tq"th~:::l' troops. 'From ,th~ t,iiI!.~,h.Ei er\tE!red, th~ ,~;I,eld' ;unt4 ,tJ!~) ~d' o~, 'I:he,o~~tion the morale 01' the rangers rose steadi.lY. They J::,evenged the deaths ot, Captain, Cang, the 337th Ranger Compa.rw Commander, and their 'fellow soldiers, It is' my opini~m that this ,probablycouJ,d not, ha,yC! Q.een· accomplished by a~one else other than th'il, t~ Couu.Iariiier.· . ,.' . " . . ,.'. . " .. 
. c~ o.n the day ~iter th'e hel,icopter 1I1ondil'!g(4j~63). ';;lUmn A discoverecta ,ri,ce depot 'containing approx:l.lllately, ~ ':\;cms"ot ,rice. ,: The, T,z .Corm,nand!1r, o,rderEld the depot burned,,' We' ~P8.11.t; jI,!iqlit ,~, ~our I\I1d ' a hali' t:&ing, to ,burn the sto,rage hutand;rice. ,.lr! w1tnes'sirig, more .. ': .. than a dozen ati'empts' 'at' burriirigrice, I am conViriced that over .50% ,01"it cB,\'l bE/:,recov:ered 'by :J;h~"VC,., It may,b~. tha~tl:le. ,_k~ :M.s 'P<me,- , . tl,'a~ed :l,tto:::t;h~,;eJ~:t;el,l.t.t)lat ~t ,~ ,tll:llte',l?a,fl .wq~ ,~ooked,;but,it ;' will, stiU,~~~ ,ricp ,1'01:, hungryV9 r s ~ :~\ll~ :sC?~i,ot,c~e!lrl,cal' Should be,de~elopedj;ha,t, :C!~.~e ,sprayed ol!-,lArge, quarit~ti~eI ,ot ~ce, to\llS.k8, ituriedible; Tliis .Would save time 'and make certain that' no rice Can be 1:"ecoVe~eci. :',;''';-,: ':,',,:.' ,:,', ";', ~';,' ',',,' ',';' ' 

.',' .. , d; '. 'ihl,:~:'''!B:s ,the1'i,rst ~;;;ration ,in ZO~e"."~rr¥~;~a :baQe:'~. 'flet, ,up £'01', a. pe~io~91'49AYS:,(~ ,t1.§1!lito 8Janl"tl'Qm,~Cli; .C;9Itt:i,~~qS local raids , and. mablish~s, were: conducted by,~ :uni:t,s:,withOu.ktoo'n" , serious at~ea:t, t9' thElbase.. bythe.,;,VC, 'iIl:\;hQugh th~;';VC"piObed'~,*;" .'. night,.t'ireda, 1'ew: IIQU.l1 anal! roUnds and to~sC!d' in, li:e"e,ral..8lmin round., there were', no casualties, The ~in· reaflonti ,tor the lack ot,a seriowi" thtea.t,Were,',th~'Si~~', o.t:the ,1'9r~~:, p~teot,~g,th~ ~s'~::.<f,c~~~ish 4.;2" Mortar,euppg,r;t j .. :l~~' l!ow., supPort, and, .~+ight. ,air ,sUP,P9rt:.:, Th.e; use of 4.2'IS and 1.55 18 al. night is devastating to t~e mOrale ot'the VC f • • .... - • 

. ,. ~;.J .:- . - .. " 

. _---,' , " ... _.", ....... -.~- ... ~ .... -"-- .. , . 
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. . .' ',: , .' "" ,": "', ,. .~ ".; "-~";i'-' .i' ; .... ~.:. I.!' that arewithinseverl!l kilcime,tC#~L ot ,the, impa.ct area, It.: 9i~cO:urages them trom, coming ,anywhere near,)tlle ;bp.se area, ,The ai,r attacl<:scl,iu?Jlg /' dayl;!.ght also have th~ same eftect ,Thj,stype ,ot pr~tection ,tQr:,!Ill',." .. ,:~, oI?e,:r.ational 00, se, astr,ide the,ma,in,yq'lineof. 'colIIII!unicatiQI;s;Ln ZoneD' >' '/' I ~t pro~ed e1'fective. It i,s my beli~t that this base could have ,held out '.' '.7 indetinately ,The real problem ot such a c()urse ot ,~cti0ll:is :the~i1'f- l' /.~',' iculty of replacing troops, When :\"8.11ger companie!, are relieved .under :,' / the present set up they ~o OO,clj: to a compound where, they:haV \? their :".f I families, It would be awkwarol indeedl to replace ~other ranger com~ in a compound where other ta.tnilies are living, The plan ot staying inf' this particular area ,was !iiscussed with the ,.TZCQlllIDBlldE!r.', ,He agreed with the, desirability ot the, plan but indicate4 ,lie ,would i,need ,more , troop strength. ,This is ajudgmel'\'!l that only, the 66mman,der~th .the , resPonsibility can make, I believe 1 ',that atter more damage, :isAone to :..­the VC in Zone DI this plan can bemplemented with troops. npw,' ava:iJ.a J.p. 
-', . '. . (~. -, . ," " i.·.·.:. !.,'.,. ,.~ ... ' .:'.? I " e. It is belleVed that this was the tust ,a,ir':'suppori;.ec:l" ranger/' operaUon inZo!,!e D, l'replanned, on call and opportuni,!;y.targets,weret.! tired. Rangers actually went into the areas, ,bombedJtrom"severa-l,hour~ to several days, atter Pombing, Post strike analysisc;>ttargets hitis;f enclosed as Annex F, Two areas that had been napalmed on 23 Dec 62 wer;e also spotted, The. nnpalm. bombs landed in a hEiavil;y' wooded area, They" lett no leaves or undergrowth in an area approxi:mateJy 60 mete,rs in diameter. 

, ' , (1) 'Because of.,pporcpmmuni,cat:i,pns withthe·L-l9.,direet~g, a 8-26 strike on 5 Jan 63, 1. communicated directly with th& pilot in : the 8-26 and obtained an immediate air strike which was responsive to " subsequent, changes. other air strikes that were directed by the TZ," Cn~dei' through a Vietnamese observer in his L-19 were not as respon .. ::· / s:i.ve'. On one ,cccal!loll .. there appeared to be ,a. saveral holU- delay that" ." / was nev~:.e:x:plained satisfactorily to me. I ,think that the TZ Co=nder ,:', knew that going through the L-l9 to direct air strik. es was not, satistB;c-

j
" -' ~ , tOryl because when the opportunity c!lQe he always wanted me to contact, { the bomber in the air. By U,S.jGVN agreement 1 this is a Vietnamese're1:.' , sponsibilityand a trained Vietnamese observer in an L-19 must directJ . , the strike,~, three ,successive days there were d11'terent 1-19's in tl\ . air directing the strikes ,or at least thelY had d11'terent can signs.. e observers were at a 'disadvantage because they had no personal ,contact with the cOlllllllll1der on the ground and did not ,know the sitU?-tion. I ha recOIIIIIlended that 'the ,L-19 observers, responsible for directin~ strike during an operation, be ,present during the planning and brie1'ing phas ~ 

./ 

I believe, that this may present many problems, because I ,understand thep8 (' are a limted numberot trained Vietnamese, observers ~d. they are on- f / call tor, any spot in Sollth Vietnam;, Although .,he;. air Btrikesdid acc.,. t,-;: oraplish t!J.eirmission by hitting, some, tllrge:t;s" and. t err.i1'ying 1:.he,VCJ t;:" there did,not, appear to be any great.: degree; ot control over tile time I":! ot strike. In the two in,stances ,where U.S ... dvisors,have"been called '1 / upon to direct strikes because of brealMown in Vietnamese., communicatiops the strikes"have"been immediate and responsive.' \ / 
'. : '! / (2). Air strikes .with rangers on the grol!lid re~ ~io take:' advantage ot the shock action proved very valuable and probably accounted for the. successful dislodgement of D-14 which heretof,ore . had i'withstoo\:i .' J. previous attacks~ The prisoner cafttured on 5 Jan,;lnclicated t/lat :' many VC had been wounded by air strikes and th!:~11Jf 

,', 

/ 4 / , 
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I Icc;:;r;', 

jiliiil~ "and ~~atte~~d.'ii,i-w.{~~eri ' 
me.ters aWay't.r9miiii.;~ s:i;ri1te ~ .. ' " 
~d,. the nei!le, 01: bCimpiIig; ;!.~.V$ry,· . /. .. 
a'''goddmeth6a: 01: "J(eeping ~fi~',va 9IJ. the 
not hit an insta.na:tion,"'~··'· "', ' 

.. f. It is the generalli- accepted oPiI)ioll"of' ~,~e.X~et~ame.~e", ;' ,:~ : ____ ' 

from prisonersllnd.thpse,thCli; l;I~rendered :llldicated that tl!llly va a.re ' . 
Wllling to s~rendEq:."if Sive!l . th<a:OPp,or:t1.llli~Y'o.l\:f:I a.rEl~u;L'j; .. Q.f, 1;~f:I 

9~:ricers llnd IlJlIeri"'lln+dy:l.,~?,rl;l in 'I'l?T Si>ec;t£\l,'"ZollEl.,~~"1 ~h~' ~e:~~~~L I 
operations, iIi Zone" D"hQ-v:e ;,C;a;u!3,ed ;a, shc:>~g~ ,6.(J'oqt!: ~s~~:q; .. a~:;~e,:.;r .' 
moralizing the' va ·through' air and !i:rtilllli'y:' strikeii~"EV::tdence "gathEifjed . 

ini'onnntlon the TZ,OoJ!l!ll!lIlder'ha:fi#tiateq Il.' prc:>Srac.Qf"~1,).l'r~~et;~:: 
broadcasts .from aa~47 ahd distribution' oft'sUrrender passes t.O be" " . 
alternated ~r.I.th peri~ds of air strikes to impress the va with the ;' , 
Hl'glncy ~t their d,eol.Sion. }:t'oarried 0ll~: exp~rtJy.~, it ,~:~9,uJ.d }:;.~gJ! . 
~qo res 8. ", ':. ' .. ~ ... '. ",., ",.1 ,~.;: ';7 I . . . ,- . 

. ". . .. , ...... ~. '.' ", ·t..,.·· . ........ • . , 
.' . g. One darth,e(n'COLima,ncter dEl'y:tsed 'aw~p' tho1i1jht,out:l]lan , 
for an attack on a: suspecteli va iIistallition. It iny.<;iJ;yed:?: forces!; i 
moving not more than 2 kilometersthroligh':the jurigli/iIi,a piiice;r.'.' 'f 
inoveI;!ent.. The movement to the attack poiiition, tQ"k all d!J,yarid was ' ; 
lateX' co.)~eC: off as a failUre ,when ,it waS.di.s9dVer!ld nej,t!ler,i'orce . i 
was in the right pOsition. 'Separate oovements' bY twO toroes'in the' .. 
jUl1gl!l relying sol!lly on compass and maps to get thetl to specific 
spots are nearly impOssible,' It has been the experience of rllngers 
iIi ?.one D that if you l~ant, to find a va camp, you must eith~r follow 

, 
. ;' 

ii. 've trail or follow' a etream that is deep enough not to cL'7 up iIi, I / 

the tll:"J season. AJJ. va, eMips of any size in Zone.D, ar.!l, situaj;ed wj::t:,~, " 
~OO I:let.e.,:s ot'''~.arge., flo';r.inirst:ceoj.ns~:This fact' will,h,e~p,,~!,~g"1 
1'ut'.U·e. C.l.);, at,I'D,e:! ',' , .. .. I 

.. '. . .' .' (;1..), T The firs1<' ,fire figl\t' was~0910 IlE;oc 62" bY a range;r~ ~ 
,taskf'orce.,.The" t!1sk' for~e' !}/l.d, split into .3' separate co:)..s. ~ TWo _., .... ,' 
~panies; the~27 _~nd' 337 ,: ~ame,~~er,. SJIlll.ll amI! fU-:~, ~~ ':~ /!lOry' 
fl.re. 'foe task force withdrew after 45 minutes with no casualties.';· , 
N<Jl;:no~m VC"asupJ,ties wor,~ inf'l;i.cted. ., " 

. .,.'. ""',' .'~.,. • .... ,', . . ~ '. ... t· ".~), 
,; . . (2).Thesecorici:!ire.fj.ght,was3lJ.330 Dec' 62b:y tlte lsti!b ,-

~2d R~~ent. ,'!'felst En foll.ow,ed.the:,IiIain:l;luPply tra~l'''~rO~ LZ .D;i.~ .1..­
south m'Go a position which subsequently was, found to '!)e C..;4::Qf D,;.I4.' ' 
They withdrew ai'ter susta:i.hing' l' ICrA and 1 W!A and one known va KIA. 
At 1630. the s!ll;le day", the 3d &1, 32d Regiment followed a stream' bed !" 

.Bou,th .and enga,ged )\rtlilt-' J.,o.ter, was. dete~ed.I?-S ~7~' Q-J.4. ~1!,)1i!3!\+, 

had '~. KIA and~~'::~:ic~:::~::e:::: =wn:~:~~:~~~e ;9tf.· /i 
Spe,c~al Ehtta.,.l:i.op.~';.the~)~J~h:,llanger. COl!1pany. was leadip,g.:!:~.ecoll,lCl11. ('. I 
One platoon.~'s.·iIli'ront accompanied by the 9omp<lny.C'qI)Ji,a'ndel', 'Capta. . 
• .,' ... .. - •••• _ '. ' • ~. • '," ~ 1 _ .' I ~ 

P~g .. The ,va let th.e'plat"oncome ,withiil 1,0 meter~, ~f~prep!ll,'edpositi=si 

~t,~~g ~t Mt~ ~'d~=~"'~'>~= ~~~=~'~ 0jifsl ... _ 
---------



I -/"r;:v;' , . 
't'''' ," . -" . 

j'\iiiile and sc~t-t.e'l'~<l 
meters awp.y 

~~~, ./ .a:"·goodmeth6a: of: dO 

not hit -~. It is the generally" accepted opiIp.o!)',o1' ~.l1e'y;?t~!lJlle.!3e .. , !:< : __ . 
~~~;~~~~n:nt/':~!~~\ti~~~~:.e~/:9~i~~i~~~4~!.;\!~t~:~~1+: I 
moralizing the' VC 'through'Mrand ti;rtillili:y" strikEiS;"EVidence:.sathElf7ed . 
from prisonersandth9s~. thCl1; I;!~rendered :Illdicated that many VC are . 
Willing to surrendel'·; if Siven . the:Opportunity. As a resu;Lt of this 

'..' ."" . .t' ,',". '. ~ .;' ,', :'.' "',- .,;. " ·:t· .,., .••.. :_ 
info~tion the TZ. COl)1!ll!l~der .hal{ ~tia~e4 !.t'1~ •• pr.()P'SJ;l9t':I!I~re~d,et;:,: . 
brOaQCaflts from aC-47 and distribution of surrerider passes t.o be' " 
alternated ~dth periods of air strikes to impress the VC with the ;; 

:~ln;~s~t:~eir deOision~:,~cal'ried o~t~~rt~!. it.:~~9.1ll~:.bf~gJ / 
• , ~. ,'. '.~. .: •• ' ... :. ",I ,~;_:~ 

. g. One~th:ecTZ"'cbnima,nderdeyrsed a~li.tho~~tOll.t :l?~an 
~oran attack on a suspec:t;e~ VC instaBa;~~on~ I~t-ny,?lVEld,-?~ f.0~<:lei:L:: . .i 

.moving not more than 2 kilometers through .the jungl<;l in. a pincel' .. ,. 
inovet1snt,. The movement to the attack Position. took all day arid Was . 
lat~;'(' ca)~eC: 01'1' as a failUre. when it wa.s di,scbvered neither force. ; 
was in the right pOsiticin'-'Separat~ TJovements' bY two forces'in the" 
jungle relying soleJ.;v; on cqmpass and maps to get then to specific 
spots are nearly impossible,' It has been the experience of rangers 
in ?()ne D that it' you want to find a va CD.L1P, you must either follow 

;' ,-
.{ .' .' .' 

,. 

ii. VC tra,il or follow' a stream that is deep enough not to cL"'Y up in. I; 
the dJ:",{ seaso~D 1(y. VC,.Ca.mp~ of an! B~ze in ~n~ D ar.e .. sitl1a~ed '4t~,; 
100 f"l".t.e.:s of J.arge:.t'lo~dng·st~l3llJlls~. ?his fact wiU-.help:,:in!,li:IIln~.n,{1 ! 
rut,m'il e.J.r st.ri!(?G . .. .'. . . 1 

:; .. ' h •. r-bur encounters with va units near ~ ~ell'were made·by"Al'!: 
:t~e 32d Reg:1J;icnt, .a.?-d.r~iiger:,c6mpD.nies 01' PBT .. speci~ Zone(Se~, Ann~"PJf ..... ~. 
~'. .... . .(,lJ T Th\'l1'irs~ ,1':1.re figi\t was~0910 Dr;oc 62:. by a ra;ngeij;" i 
task, .1'or.ce ••. The,. t!1s \< i'oriif !lild.· spli 1;:iJ;lto, 3 . separate 90:)..S. ~ Two ,',' "1'-: . 
~t.~~:' t!~~~~;6~n~{~~~~a:tt~d~'=~e:~Jt~i~t· t~~ftie~:1" .;,' 
No kno~m VC (lo,sualties were in1'licted. .;,,,,-
. ',. . .. .,"', ,.: ':-, "," ~,:': \ .. ""~y 

';i' . (2) 'Tbe~ecorid:!1;e#ght.W!ls3U:330 Dec 62bt t~e 'lst/ & 
~~d ~girlent. .~e 1st Eli 1'O,ll9w:ed. J;he)ilainl;!uPPly trag':'tr9Jn I2 p;!.~ .I 
south into a position which subseq\,iently was . found to'~e C .. '4))1': '1).;.14. I 

They withdrew after stist'aJh!.ng' l' KIA Mel 1 vl!A and one Imown' VC KIA.' 
At., l6.3? the f!at)l6 daYt. ~he 3d En, 32d Regiment followed a stream bed !., 
.sou,th .and en~ged.:what"lp.ter,was deterJ:n:ined.ll.s C.~2, P-J.4', ~1!,}1i~ y. 

:::m&:. :~1~&';"~:Z .2;~~.· .. bi. ;:~~,t . III 
OnepJ.atoonwq:s.iD..,fr<int il.ccompanie~ by the Company ~derl .eaptaib 
:Ci.f:.g.: Th:e , vc . let 'th,eplatobn . come : wi thiil 10 meter.~.~.rprepa:red . positi~~/ .. . 
protecting what ld.t'er was determined as a field hospit£iJ.~ Thu' -VC open~~i ... . 

's!'.~.~!~IR[~~I~~'f .. ~lfL~_ 
. ,,-:' . ..• "~·'--.2""'" 

.. 

~.---------
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with aLMG ld.~g captainCang and .3 oth8l'S and \'«'undi!i8 9. The rangers:-returned the tire ind withdrew almost immediately. Tel! minutes later they ~eturned to evacuate the dead .and wounded. ·The . rangers could not determine the number of VO' casu8.J.Ues at the time, but subsequently a VO was captured 'who had been in the hcispitalat the tiDe and he. stated .that 35 VO were killed ;md 5. wounded by this' particularen.~genient. 'He also stated that t4fvc..Withdr~w1lxme<;liateJ.y atter £iring on the,.3.37... '.. '. .' .. '.' 

(4) The fourth encounter was at 041745 Jan 6:rbi a. ranger task foroe~ They ma.de contact with what later Wl!,S detexmmed to be 0-3, D-14. They withdrew atter sustaining 1 IqAand 7 WIA, including Major Chi~ the task torcecoz:znander. The rangers on the ground ;t'eported counting 12 va X!A.. 

(5) In all foUr encotinters it appears that the rangers and 32d Regiment failed to' press the attack atter susiainingcasualties; From the report ot the prisoners cited above, and subsequent raids which brought the rangers into all of these camps I it was apparent that the VO had also'withdrawn and probably had sustained heavy casualties. Ii' tho rangers· and 32d regiment Iw.d .. preflsed their advantage, it probably would not h~ve been necessary to conduct part 2 of phase. III ot 

If 
/ 

I 

"Operation Holiday", Or at least, it would not have taken the entire / 7 days of part 2 to J:IOve 0-14 and field hospital tram their inet/lJ.lD.- I' . tions. Pressing the attack atter initial casualties have been sustained. . is the wo:rk o:t: a well-trained outfit and will certainly. bring better results and save lives 1.'1 the long run. 

5. (C): LESSONS IEilltNED 

a. ~e of th~ more important lessons. learned Was the carl7ing through of an earlier recommendation by the U,S. Advisors. to set up a base camp in VOcontr<iUed territory and operate for longer than 4· to 5· claY periods •. This was possible because. of' t'WQ helicopter res~pp.ly missions to the 30th Special Battalion .(the 30th. stayed in. 12 days) . and one to the'rangertask force (the task force stayed in 7 days). The PET Special Zone forces st..ayed at IZ Dien for 3 Jj2 days, As a conseqll.encethey stayed lon& enough to 1ntJict haaVlT damage on D-14 and completl'll¥. 'roy.t +'hat uni~, 

b, secondly, eV611 ·t.llough & maneuver may be simple and over short dis1;iil.!'lCes (1 to 2 kili;)meters) in the jungle 1 it is next:. to im­possible to coordinate. an ~velopment • 

. c. ThircUY, it was discove~ed that the hEist way to tind VO camps in Zone D is to follow trails ,. (VO trails usually are well 'WO~ and have little irl:'igntion ditches down the middle) anci streams that do not d,..." up afterrain.y season •. 

. ' d. Pburthly, aerial obllerve" in r,.19 aircraft should be briefed on the. area of operations and general tactical plan betQre \ 
the operation and the same observer should.llupport the entire ·opera.tion. Aerial observers should also check their PRO 10 'II betol's .f'lyirig a .. (. mission',' This' j:s the only radio with which . they Cari· contact ." 
heJ:lent. • 6 .,". i 

---_._-------_ .. _-
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e. Aerial bombardment and 1551D11l How 6U~IPOlrt 
with ranger operations proved highJ~ successful and 

" developed. 
", .. '-. 

f. It appeared after the initial firefight in the r~~~~/VC 
encounters, both Ijides wit.hrlrew. Pressing the attack after +.he fa.~st 
casualties have been sustained will bring bEltter res~ts and in 'the 
long run less casualties. ' 

6. (C) RECOMMENDATIONS 

a, J..dvan1:.agemust be taken of the lowered moi'ale and combat, 
efficiencY of the VC in this portion of Zone D by continuing the pres .• 
sure and rnakintl surrender appeals. NOTE: This is now the plan. of the 
PeT Special Zone ColIllll!.ndel1~ 

b. Closer eoordih.ation between VNAF observers and pilots 
muet be made to produce more effective air support. 

c. U,S. Advisors should remind their counterparts tho;t, 2 
column envelopments in the jungle are next. to impossible and px:essing 
the attack after sustaining the,initial casualties will bring'greater 
chances for success and will in the long 'run procWce less casUalties. 

d. In locating VC camps in Zone D from, maps and aerial 
phot.ogt'aphs; 'photo :bterpretors should pay particular attention to 
the areas 100 meters from the larger streams, and in particular 
around stream junCM.O'lH. 

", A cherJi ~al that can be dispensed through tlerollOl PoUlllII 
ehould be <leY~loped to destroy large quantitiell, ,ot rica. 

t~4jt24141U a~ilfW 
Annex f,-6'l,.. CHARLES K NUrsP';; I! 4 ! 

A. Co1.llr.1.'1 C Act:l,yit:les ri' ~";jor, Infant.r7 
B. SU.'llrJary of 30th En Opns Senior Advisor . 
C. Operation Ove.-lay ",\ 
D. Operation A:rea enlargement 
E. Intelligence (Not included) 
F. Air 8t,rike Report 
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'ANNEX Ai (U) Column C Activities "08NnBEN1'lll~ 
1, (U) PbllOc B!.nh Thanh Operation. 

2. (U) 051400 Jan 63 to 09lloo Jan 63. 

3. (u) PbIlOC Thanh Province between SUOI and MADA rivers and 
north of the SONG BE river. 

4. (0) Sector Headquarters under control PST Special Zone Head­
quarters. 

5. (c) Headquarters, PbllOc Thanh Sector, 335th, 336th, and 
.35oth Ranger Companies. 

6. (c) One Plat 5th Inf Div Arty (105), One Stry IU Corps Arty 
(155) • 

7. (0) Major Morrison present with Control Headquarters, It 
Mullenix with assault elements.Plans tor operation made at PET Special 
Zone Headquarters. 

8, (c) No intelligence available locally or from PET Special 
Zone. 

9. (0) :Mission to ambush VO that may be withdrawing or rein­
forcing elements of PST Special Zone engaged to the nortb. 

10. (C) Concept of operation was to 'eetabl1.h ambushes with 
ranger companies in area ot operation - exact positions to be .elected 
by the Province Chiet. (See attached overlay). - ' 

ll.(O) Force departed PhIlOC ViM 051400 Jan and moved to bivouac 
area, (See point #1 on overlay). Force departed bivouac area at 061000 
Jan and moved to ambush positions on trail. vic 'iT 088471 and lTOS6470 
(See point H2 on attached overJq), Ambushee 'Were maintained t1'Olll 06J.S4' 

to 070800 with negatiVe results. At 071000 torce sighted three ve, on 
trail vic point #3, attached overlay. VC fled east 'into jungle. Force 
theJl 'JI1Clved to point #4 on sketch where one VO tired on end ot colUDlll 
and ned into jungle. Force continued to moye to point #5 on attached 
overlay and plaoed platoon ambush on north-80uth trail Vic 068483. Re.­
mained in area until 080745 Thon moved to lA'1ht:' ~ on owrJ;l1.]', '-e.tab­
lished three platoon ambushes in vic with negative reNts. Departea 
area at 090940 and arrived PbllOc ViM at 09lloo Jan 6.3. 

12. (u) Supply was adequate - no resupply necelsary.Comnunicao. 
tions were good.' Adequate medical personnel were with toroe it needed. 

13. (Q); Resultl ot operation were negative in that there were 
no known VC casualties. No loes of personnel or equipnent oO<:U.Nd 
within the ARVN Forces. 

14. (U) No special equipnent or teohnique. ueed. 
i, . ' ' " 

__ 1 ___ ._. 



15. (C) kuv1sory Analysis: 

a. The mission assigned was beyond the capabilities o~ the 
force available. 

b. Planning was at PBT Special Zone, 

c. All forces avaUable were UIIed,howeve1' this was insUfficient 
to proper seal off the battle area of the Phuoc Long Forces. 

d. Intelligence of area was negative. 

e, Coordination between higher Headquarters and supporting 
Arty was goor:l • 

.f. Operation executed in a professional mannerl but the force 
utilized was too little and employed too late. 

g. F:I.1'e plan was good and all available tires .were UIIed • 

. h. Commun.1.cations l Command and Control were good, 

i. Logistical support was not necessary in that all supplie. 
and equipment was carried by individuals. No resupply was necessary. 

j, No psychological, economic or civil affairs techniques 
were used in that no VC w~re captured nor were any civilians encountered. 

k. It is my opinion that the operation was a taUure except 
the untts :i.nvolved d:td :lJnprove in such matters as light and noise 
discipline, pel'imete:.:' defense and movement in the jungle, The partic.1-
pation by Ph'loc Thanh Forces did not etrect the outcome of the Phuoc 
Long engag~ent. 

16. (lI) No·new lessons leamed. 

17. N/A 

18. (C) That missions trom higher headquarters be assigned which 
are realis·~ic and within the capabilities of the torces available. 

19. (U) The above remarks were made by Major MorrisoDI Sector 
Adviso:t', Phuoc Thanh Province, who accompanied column C. 

I 
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ANNEX 13: (U) S\lIlll1ary' of .3Oth Ranger Battalion Operations from 29 

Dec (,2 to .3 Jan 6.3,' 

1, (U) This eurnmary, obtained from ARVN sources covers the 
period 29 Dec 62 thru .3 Jan 6.3. 

2. (C) The 30th Ranger lh, composed of the 337, :340 and .344 
Range.l' Co's departed Dong Xoai vic YT 070550 on D Day 29 Dec 62, No 
U,S, Advisors accompanied the column. 

3. (C) The 30th Ranger lh accompanied the 32d In! Regt (-) 
until open field Vic :iT 10.3625 camp was made for the night in that 
location and on rH-l the ranger battaJ.ion moved generallJr ZIOUth. No 
contact was made and camp wae made vic IT 089551, en D+2 the ranger 
battaJ.ion Iooved generally southea.t, The move was made elowly and 
cautiously as the column wanted to maintain secrecy. On IW,3 camp 
was made vic YT 131518, On D+4 01 Jan 6.3, the 337 Ranger Co was 
sent to patrol the route ahead of the main body. The route was ini­
tiaD;y northwest turning later northeast, At 011200 Jan ~3, 337 Ran­
~el;' Co made contact vic IT 132538, Result of this, contact were four 
(4) Rangers KIA and 9 WIA. Capt Cang, CO, 337 Ranger Co was hit in 
the face by 30 cal !MG. His carbine and SOl were captured by the VC t , 

VC caeualties unlmown. The rangers withdrew to open field vic IT 
120565 to evacuate KIA and WIA. During the withdrawal three ot the 
WIA died. After the evacuation the 30th lh moved to open field vie 
IT 070550 where they secured the LZ for reinforcements that would 
arrive on rH-5. 

4. (u) See attached overlay (appendix 1 to Annex B) tor rout.e 
in and out of the objective, ' 

--,--~-,---------- ---'--' 



~ F: (U) 'Air Strike Report 

1. (C) At approx:iJllAte~ 1400 hINb, 7 Jan\l4ry, the Deput.7 ~or 
Advi80r~ PBT Tactical Zone, was with column B, consisting ot three 
ranger companies, co=nded by Major Nan, in U8uaJ.t poSitions vic IT 
12.5.540, awaiting the signal trom the PBT Col1!D!l\nder to attack elemente 
of D-14 battalion. At this time, AD-6 aircraft began a atratting -
bombing attack on the target erea approximate~ .500 meters to our tront. 
Column B was not alarmed at the closeness ot the air strike as it was 
believed, the PBT Commander was directing the strike. It was detennined 
later that the PEr Commander did not call the strike and the aircraft 
were unaware of our presence in the target area. 

2. (C) '!be tollowing day, a Janua17, at approx:iJllAte~ 1300 houn, 
column B asain entered the target area and Major Pitts, Deputy Senior 
Advisorl PBT Special Zone, observed the extensive damage oaused b,y the 
air strike, Gene~, all six camps in the area had been hit,along 
with trails connecting the campe. There was obrtoue evidence of mass 
contusion and panic in the camps. Shoes, clothing, supplies and .equip­
ment had been abandoned. '!bere was some eVidence of casualties, al­
though no e'l'~:Unat:l.6n' ,can be given on the number. Major Pitts commented 
to other Ad"deors on the accuracy of the strike, Speciti~, the 
following ordnance effects were observed: 

a. ..50 Caliber machine guns, - hundreds of cases and linkll 
were observed on trails and in the camps, .50 caliber projectiles 
penetrated the jungle cover to ground level as evidenced b,y shattered 
trees and grou.'1d appea~!).nce. Trees four inche8 in diameter were shat~: 
Effects of • .50 caliber in the jungle ill considered b,y Advisors to be . 

excellent. 

b. Rockets - extensive damago observed in camps is believed 
b,y Advisors to have been primarily caused b,y rockets. Trees up to six 
inches in diameter were severed or shattered. Buildings (bamboo and 
grass) were badly tom up. Some rockets penetrated the jungle cover 
and exploded on impact with the ground, making a orater about l, meter 
long, i/2 meter wide and 12 inches deep. Rocket tragments covered the 
ground in all camp sites. A bag ot rice, with a large blood pool beside 
it, was tound to contain rocket tragments. 

c. Bombs - oxily one bomb crater was observed. This '\liaS obotio~ 
a 500 lb bomb which had struck a large tree about 1 meter 'in diameter. 

The tree looked as it lightening had struck it. One halt or the trunk 
had been blown away and liinbs and branches were seo.ttered over an area 
about 10 yards square, Advisors unan:lmoUII~ agree that aU types or . 
Ordnance available are very .ettective in the jungle. The belie! that 
thick cover attenuates the eftects is unfounded and not true. , 

F-l 
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iijtJ~i~' tJ~~ DETAC~ 19 THANif SPECIA~ ZONll: 
SONG BE, VIl!.'TNAH - , 

MAGTN-PBTSZ 19 Marc~ 1963 

SUBJECT: Arter Action Report HIJRo1itn&S II 

TO: Senior Advisor 
III Corps 
Saigon, V:ietnam 
ATTN: 0,.3 Advisor 

1. (C) TASK ORGAllIZATION I 

". Control.l:l.D8 Hq 

. .'. . tt .Col Dlen. PBTSZ COlIII!alld81', &881sted by Major Chi, C~¢I.ns 
OrUller,· ·324~egiment. utilizing a combined 32d Regiment - PBTSZ starr.:.ti': 
Accompanied'W,Major Nulsen, Pl3TSZ Senior Advisor, Captain Rai'i'erty;,PBTSZ 
G-.3 Advisor. Captain Owen, 32d Regiment stati' Advisor and Captain Frazier 
(USAF), ALQPBTSZ. ' .. 

. b. Column A (Phuoc Thanh) 

. 3Uth, '35th, 336th and 350th Ranger Companies, Coimllanded by 
Major Man, l'huocTlul.nh Province Chief tlocompanied by .iajor Morrison, Sector 
Advi.or, Lt Mullenix, Ranger Advisor, Lt HcCall, Ronger Advisor and N/Sgt 
WUson, Ranger Advisor • 

c. Column B (Phuoc Long) 

326th, .327th and 346th Ranger Compnnies, Commanded by Major 
Nghiem,'PBT Chiet ot Stntt, accompnnied by Mnjor Pitts, Phuoc Long sector 
Advisor,Major Tholins, III Corps Artillery Advisor, and Captain Rivera, Ranger 
Advisor. 

d. Column C (Phuoc Long) 

'316th, 337th, 340th and 344th Ranger COLlpnnies, COllltil!lnded by 
Captain Biet, Commanding Officer, 30th Special Battalion accompanied by CIlPt.V,j.n 
Boon~ Ra,i1ger Advisor, Lt Keenan, Ranger Advisor and Sergeant Blo.chard, Ranger 
Advisor. 

, 
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bY'three 
column. 

m'lll~·~"·-- 31--- M M ~9 
e. Coll.Ullll f) .'624 ': r'! "" j. . ~, . ~1Ii M d J 2£. 

lilt. nnd 2nd Specinl Forces Compnnies, 77t.h SF Op., reinforced 
(:3) A Tenms and one (1) B Te&IU~ No US Advisors accompanied thts 

I. Co1um E (Combined ReintoroementElement) 

329th nnd ;313th RIlnger ConlBGnies, 5th l-lech Compnny, 1st Cav Sqd, 
IU,-CorplI; 2d Platoon,. 5th ~lortar Battal!i.on, (4.2 mor.tlll'), aCcompanied by 
Lt: O.IMera, $th Mech Compg.~. !is Advisor.',} .. 

g. Supporting' Uidta . ' 

. i-aatt.Sl7, 30th FA Battal19:f\, (155 How) two (2) CH-21 heli-
coptsrs. 33d TrMsportation Dattallon,(Q.S.), two (2) L-19 VNAF and one (1) 
H-34:'W/<F. ".' . .' , '; 

2 •. (C'): 'CONC~ di.~ O~TION '(~_'A' OPl!fUlTION omuy) , 
• ., ~ • '.' - '. .::.~ • '. '~ • ." f' •• 

,The t~ee (3).F/.IlrlSEIl' Task Foro",s (Co11.U111l A, B, and C, Were to'inove 
thru the jungle to the Mada River in Z()R<e D, patrol end lind C-58, regimental­
tY'PI! .• Hq, ,~500 ,0.700 ,and miscellAneous.WC installations along the lifada 111 ver. 
Column,Dwns.to.screen ~he south.bcnk 0: the MadA River'to cut ott escnpees 
i'fom·th,e,ar~'9toper,ntiol)., ColWJJ1l E cqmmitted on Dl-ll, wns to .. reinforce and 
,prOvide mortar sUppO~t, t~c()iumn B nnd <1.: .' . " . ". _ '.' . 

. " - ~ : ... ; '. . , 

3. (C)· CONDUCT .OF THE OPl!ftATION 

a.. Phase II 24 Feb 63, (0-1) to 3 Mar 63, (0+6) 

(1), General: Op~o.tion HardtimesII began on ,SundDy, 2J" 
FebrWU7 .1963, (D-l) by assembling ColUmns 'Dand' C in Dong Xooi" COLUIllIl P. 
in Phuoc Hoannd Column Din Phuoc Vinh. ColWJJlls A and D terminnt,edtheir 
portion ot the operation on'.SimdcY :r }brch 1963~ ColWJJ1l B nnd C continued 
on Plmse II tror.1. ,4,Ma_rch 1963, to 10 11o.rch 196;3 • 

. (2). Column A: 

. (~) Initinl contact occured vic YT 116387 at 1000 on D+3. 
An est:i.cilted eight· (8) VC's ambushed the lead company in '.;hoa coh:nn" . A short 
fire fight ensued during which the VC withdrew leaving behi:1d one (1) VG KIA 
by M-79 grenade .launchEll'.o.nd cnptured one (l) MAS 36 rifle. (See tnne:r.: D, 
Test Report, pnrl, M-79grenade launcher). Two rangers were viIA. 

-, • Cb) ""-a akC nd cont-et ... " .... 1 , ... ~ ,~ ,,~~'?() ". '5"0 C)'I iJ-/-t; _ '. .... i:". ,,' .. .l.U_~v ..... .... _.,...,I.l.. 0 .... _ ,.J..,,, .. ~ v/" •. J,..; • ." ...... .L. "'" "' .. ~ "''' 

ApprClXlimllte~ 2S rangers were '\lathing ir, th<l G:i.1!.C H.lvElr witho .. ,t f",,,ur:l,t.y. 
The VC threw 0. greoode in the river opened fire with o.pprox:iJDl\tely two (2) 
sqlW.ds supported by an 00. Six (6) ro,ngers end one (1) US Advi!!orWIA. 
(Ltl1ul.lanix Wl/I. ,by gr~<1e ~o.~,n!:-Il)., 
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(0) The ;third c.nd last contact for Col= A occurc<l at 
1440 on D+6 vic YT016429 when the lead' eleoent of the col= m.B ambushed 
by an estimated 15 VC I s. (See Annex,t ,IntelligencEl. ) A cine, equivalant 
to an 8100. Llortar round was de:t;onated, f~llowed iotlediately by smU e,J:'IlR 

fire. The' VCls withdrew leaving behind five (5) rangers WJA and one (1) 
ranger KIA. No VC casull.lties. Prior to this engagement a VC c=p was 
found where Lt Mullenix, who had returned to the column a:fter tr'X"~Llent for 
his grellAde wound, fell in a mntrap receiving a wound in the left J,O£<, 

(3) C01= B:, 24 Feb 63 (D-l) to 3 Mar 63 (D+6) 

(a) First' contact occured at 1305 D+l vic YT 112500 
when VC scouts stUDbled into the column IS rear guard. A short fire ftght 
ensued in which ,one VC was KIA D.nd one (1) carbine captured. Shol'tl~c 
after at 14).5 the column reached the objective area at YT 125lf.l5. '!'he VC 
had evacuated the camp le!lving a tokon force to cover withdr.c.wr.J.. F:i,ve ' 
(5), cumPs £>:n<1. 22 structures were destroyed. Documents oaptu'('ed proved this 
caLlp"belon;::,.d'to C-58 in ndditionto a political unit and a supp1y compllny. 
(See Annex 13" Intelligence). That night at 2125 VC scouts prob~)d the per:i­
~eter without results. 

(b) Second contact occured at 0625 on ~r2 when VC scouts 
!lgain probed the perimeter with negative results. At 0720'c,s the col:Oll:'.'1 

:" began to move a'VC scout who hc.d infiltrated tho perim'9tr:'J:' " lind:L'1g hiCl­
self surrounded, 'opened fire on the CP group with a 1'1'1.T 49 SHt1. Tl'l:r.~e (?) 
rangers were 1;TJJ:., the VC WC.s KL', byorie of the wO\l,nded r:l.llf,ers. 'l'he i,r.'f 
49 was recovered. Helicopter e'W.c:uation of the wOllJ.1ded raneere 1"l::,G 6UC:C?'(3S­

ful~ accomplished at 1730 vic YT 08352S. 

(c) Lest contc.ct for Phase II occured at 1540 vic YT 
, ;L03534 when three (3) vc scouts trailing Column B found the I''3a:r gur,rd o,ncl 

'.' . opened fire. Fire was returned but no cllsuc.lties l;erQ sustninod b;r ej.'~lml" 
side. 155Illt1 H&I concentrlltions were fireJ or, SUSPQC ij8'\ 1J:J COl,'))" t;lI''1Ug!l'' 
out the night. 

(d) Co1= B rep,ched LZ "DIEill" for res\1pply at )130 I)!1 

. D+4. On D+5 U.S. Advisor, Capkin Rivera, weB evacilllted to Bien 1l0:l 'l:J.th 
dysentGry. 

(4) Col= CI 24 Feb 63, (D-l) .to 3 Mo.r 6,3, (0+2) 

aJ First conte.ct f(;),' Cclul'Jl1 C c')()untl Ilt, 1015 on !)t-:'~ 
when re.aJ:' of the col= received sn:ipm' fh'u. No rOflults. ;~t It.l30 hours 
a va "Ins seen and ,wounded but L1C.nllge(J. to e"(>l)pe, le'lv:tng boh:'X1d Il US title 
p..'1.ck with miscellaneous items. ,\t .1500 11 Srll),ll cllnp .,,-ith f:-:;;:r (,4.) 'Ie was 
found. ;,s the units deployed to v,ttc:d: a VN!\F AJ)...6 mo.dt' a d!V r~U1 SCIlUC11',­

iog the va" No caBU!l.lties on either dde, DI)CUJ.lrmts c:J.ptv!',)C st.c,tc the 
un:i.t WC.s c-650. The are<'. was not <,'or,r~b;Kl £\lD;l nQr 1'10re ~'\'n (2) ,;;(,,~~'don3 
on eithe!' side of ,the river bcnk destroyed. 

(b) Colwnn C linked up with Column B at LZ D~en ~.t 1330 
on D+4. , 

, i 
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fecale. 
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(b) Next contact W1l.'J tlL'.de at 18;30 on Dl-l vic YT 005400 
when 11 VCls ware KIA and two (2) llaIlrans destroyed. No weapons no!' d'JCl1-
~ents were captured due to the ~epth ~t the river. . 

(c) On the mornin;.: of Dl-4 Column D found r..nd destroyed 
an abnndoned house with 100 shovels t.~ YT 087419. . 

b. Phase II: . 4 Mar 63 j (D;.7)to 10 J.!ar 63, (Dl-13) 

(1) General I Columns E, IXnd C rested and were re5uppHe'.l 0~1 -

Dl-5 v.nd Dl-6. Lt Col Dien, . accompnnie.t by lfujor Nulsen end Cc.,ta:Ln Rcf'!,(lrt~'., 
~Tent to the 12 to issue the ordar for' !'hase II. i.t this time the c';,l'wtll) 
were reorgl:'.nized for cOlJbat. The 316t,b Hanger COJapany W1l.S trc,m:i'ol'ed t'~. ;':'1 

Column C to Column B.· l<J.o.jor Nghiem V.I, given comand of both colur.l.'1s for 
Phase II. There W.:lS one US !.dvisory t;M11ge duo to Captain Hi vorl), I s e-Illcu­
ation. Hnjor Pitts D.nd Captain Doon I ~c(::n:JO.nied Column D and Lt K",men t'.ild 
Sgt Blcncho.rd Ilccompanied·Colur.m C. '.I.e Dission of Col= D and C N.:IS 7,.) 
move genet-tilly east along the Mada Hi';" l' to find a suspecte-l va r.Jo,:t .. : .. ::, 

battalion, an ordnance depot and to p,..' 1'01 known VO ~.r.staJ.l!'.t-::'O)1" :~:'i.C;(. 
during HardtilUes I. Both columns to IJI vo togathor up to vic '!T :;';"/;;.'i'-) >"loi:ra 
they would split. Col=.B going aft 01 ' t:'~e nortar bc.tt-e.lion ('.n'l tl:e or'lr.r nce 
depot and Col= C returning to Zone D rq ;.rhich W1l.S founl1 on HD.rdtj.J;).0::l "t. 

(2) Column B: 

(a) At 1700 hours on J>t? Ilnd abandoned C(1.Llp, bf')li.Q""r.'_~ ~.;o 
be C-45 was found vic ~r~7~58C?. The Cll Ql c\nd 27 structures wer':1 ()<lst.7.'c.··0i, 

(b) On 1'+8 Column B ) eto\rr:ed to the hospitd waich 'f<~ 
. found during HardtmelS I. It WD.S still nb~ndoned an\! no r.tte::lj:t ~~[ 9 !;)"Li··; 
to burn it. .~t 1330 1:'_ pec.nut cache W1l.fl found ~.nd destroyed. :.t 1420 tn.e 
(1) ranger WI'.S "/Ill. by a VC snip<.tr. "t :.615 a lc.rge oamp WI'.S founl1 v:l.c 
YT 280606. .it this tiIJIs VC sign..~l shotu ware heord trOll four (4) difi91';nt, 
areas in the :I.t:m1edic.to VioinitY'. The Ct.d.= COLnmder felt toot his forcos 
were not of sufficient strength to attnck an objeotive which h!3 belieyr,"l~o 
be or reginental size. :. patrol was sj):'It, out to reconnoiter th", hft, !.:~::-':lk 
of the objective. The p£'.trol oode no eontl'.ct but they found Il ~'!,-;'J ,~~,:x-, 
consisting of 25 lc.rge structures rind pl'(j!X'.red fortifled poei'(.ions. '.:C':.'.1::1':1 

D withdrew to join Column C to reorgc.nize c.nd 'plan the e.tta'1k, ;,:i.,' -st;T-::.~:'" 
were requosted for the objective oreD .• 

(c) On Dt9 at 1205 ono VC probed the perj .. n:"t or G," (;11", 
co+=. ono (1) ranger KIA nnd one (1) lilA. 
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" '" " (d) ... f.;r.0f,\ ,,x>i;W,1'.l-26! I!t'onu :;;D.,6 I s bombed, the 
objeotive Vic YT 280606, Co1= B ,rae,ohed thil objf/c,tlt~iil.ti7bohours~ 
Nineteen"(l~.) struotures wero found ","'fLUIl!> froLl the air strike. tlo ground 
con~act wes'tlD.de, The col= 'with(lr~~ione (1) KM o.way for the night..,. 

,',,' ," ,(e) On DHlthe s~~:~' continued Until 1500 hours when 
,two (2) oottl:'.llon-sized Cl'laPS ' oonstruction were£ound" The crunps 
were destroyed, Colunm Bend C to Hl:lng Hang bridge ~lh81'G ,m,' (J.) -
ranger wail 11L\ by VC sniper. 

(f), On DH3 
open .field ~rith seven (7) dead 
nrtillery. Col\ll1lIl B" closed in Dong 

~: '''i<::;';!';~f:;2B) ',' ,:j~~s~ 
;, abd~ddiii§dr 'd.iu-.lp'xrib" tT '23M7$ 

" ,;'kitchens wo:r,e destroyed. 

,to Dong Xoai Colur~n B .found o.!). 

apparently killed by ttit' St:l'ik0 or 
l7CO hours. ' 

'. ' \": (, .... ~ 
:. \,; '. '. ,.. . . . 

(b) Col= C joiriecf Col= D for"attack of d,j(lctive on 
DtlOand Dt11. Collitlll C had no cont9,Qj)s except 'for sp~r<"r:j,c sniPing b;y' vel s. 
The only casualty sUl;ltained by Colu:tlj,(J cccured when t.he lo-~d alei!la.nt of the 

,; colJimn'4publ,E!rll back into thecolumn~'fl~D, fireJt[~t, p,CC'J.red botll'"",n fl~iendly 
;.: trop.paji;;n(which. onE!.. rl'.n~or was 'JLi. b;:;·~!~?~\i\.R. =:J:'~" ..... ! ....... 

. ,: .', :,.». :·.J.f::T~i~J ()t\.~;:l:,:r:~:.\l \·~·'i ; .':.' .)(" .. . 
" (c) Col= Ci1~ir:':ad: CoitiJ1.'l' Ii for~~ .. ')l'c\ to Dong X oal, 

. . .'.' .. \.:;.~:">:- .\.:, ..... '.~.. .:.·.l;~·! .. :... .. ,. '. .."Y;. :. 

(4) 001= E: $ 11ar 6~«D+10) to 10 l-fur'63 (D+13) 
, . ~ ··i . 

(a) Co1= E was <;lopoittcd on Dt11 to reinforce !J.nd 
provide oortnr support to Col= B ilnll C during the attcck em , .. b,1Ertin ~,reD. 
on Dt11. Theco1= tloved by road toilane H9.r.,g bridGE' fronD<'ne Io!},::., 
Mortcirswere 'utUized forHScI fires. :rroop 1l.'1ii;13 """re not. bllgl1f,?l'" 

and C on DtJ3. 

4. (C) ,.;,NtiLYSIS 

, ' ,a~ , For, the first time on D:-PBT operation the TZ CMef, l,t GoJ, ;:):i.en, < CloIl~~;,?;u"llrh;th~ operation from a tact19p1 C1' rD.thel~ t.I,l~,rl PO!'::iljI:I:':Cl.Y l<'I':,;',Ilt; 
,~~ne:, 9:t:'.;t;h;~~9Qf..=B lmd, at terapt:l;ng to, ;),e,9,E;Il:J411d:']i:,ne 'ep1;:>,,,.6', o]lr.;l:d~".>l1 '::;:' 1;.(",'" 
., I",+,~~,;."", 'u' "1 .. ..: d' th cd' d of f'''' • 'lo ~:.!':C' r' "1 ' 'ih ~r ~~~.:~:~e~,;·l·)~~""·~:,,US~. e ~\.~ !~~:J.~ O.i.. "C ... ~e ,"J 4U nz' . . ~flt::~" (:(.'t.'~i): .• :~?(. .'W.J ... ~ 

,;"r~s' ,own 'FDTs£a:tft~, direct the ~per,:;rt.~on~~: }.t '1,~a'Tptr,,'a' "llil(l l:iLL l:r.o1~'" "f\ 

, ""'!:':-resuJ.t the operat~on was better C08l:',d;irw.-t~d thap,!l/\Y:, or thG PJ.'01T.i."U~ q:.Hrli­
tiona and all troops' involved were fuJ;l:j' ut:tliv.,<ilcli", Thts ''Wall a L1I',,}0l: b!'<>~l:,­
through :for' the 'US'advisoryei'fortsirice the T;\CTICi.L CP ",'J$ be('lJ-p'o;,o:Jed 
to Lt,Col'Dienin:"alI.:!ostevery' previous after·-action cri-;':i.,'iL1,,,,,:, 

,'. -­'- .1}~'l.!:-:' .. JJ G~';;"!J ~:~}. ,...., .. 

;.) - p:,r~o~:,T:(;,~:·:rJ:'.i1J: 
;~l. .... .,.~: ~:;"::.;::, {: .:f!~~\';. (J n.:~'!t 'j. :i:'\,. 
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b;- Ah_ther II 
For the first time since 1961 a to Phuoc Vinh. This route hoo been convoy was lead by a.n enaineer .unit road as it moved. ,1£ter the 
the' B<'llle'route, . On the ~f':~~"~ ~d::~ll.~~:' alQng the rOOd'.to: cloo.rt 
ke~p thl.!I route; 'open,' 

wns ~.chieved on this operation,·" over Route 16 from Done Xoni the ve several years ago. '!~h€, filled the cuts nnd l'6pr'.ir.t3C: th6 convoy returned to Dong Zoni over started a nllLlbsl' of 'i'u (>fl 
T.~e- !Jl~n of. the i-'''L'~ (n~ .. i(-:~ to 

c, During this operation ltnc1, I. the Ze lJ1j.ng h~s b~f!X! growing in the iJiVN forces toot the \TO . eventuaUy l'.ttflupt to hU.t (lUX' penetrations of Zone D by )::nssing I.mel "'Y'I"'(;I\,j.J'If; our r.olur.ull.l in .f''lX'C~)f m !It least putti.ng up a· stabborn defensc" ' d:'.spi.te th .. ,drux<e<> our ,ctiv:t-ties nre .. Wl.i.oting on the ve in thai!' thoy- r..llYe conUr.uerl to foUow the previ.ous patte:rn of hera , o.nd refuei.ng to ot,':UlQ and fight. 

d.. The i!l9 greru.' . .::I .. ) It:'~uncl1r;,l' l'~lt) p:.~()ved '!je, b-:. c..!l i(!(:..~.t. {\'I.:l;~,!J;.\l1 .~'t~:::' use of rengel' co.opo.nies (3('Oe p.~r 1., ;·nnq;t (n. 
5. (c) LJlJSON LE.\RNJID 

lath the axe option jungJ.e,· th'.l ·10[lf:lol1s leurr,ed 
p:r.ov:t'Ju:=J (')l)G'r.'c.'i;,ions a 

(.l!. tlle ,::'f.\!:".,e:{':f"t e iu O"i.lpl(I::ri.r.'fi ~,h.;; .. ':-:!'~'79 :(;~ :'!1t.: 0n Jell.i.!:) ('f'(fr.,~t. ,i v n :':1(:1' ely:':' 2:1':1 "~ .:;~ .. C 13{! "(. :tlJr:>l~, .. ~.~ \ 

6; (c) RECQ!'lMENDf.TIONS 

B.. 
ench rl:'.nger 

j,t: loosttwo more M-79#.e~de blmche'~fl flh()ul~; b';J ;'..:S!lUed 'c,o coop-.rvin'PBT., ,. . .• ,.1: .. 
'. ','-, 

.:'i, , .... , b. ".'rhe ,.usoof;tllEl'DEeC1t. .. llQ.vigl,1.~:!.bn:J.J. :Jystem for "'A1Je.~~l.;",,.:(.;,l nightboiabing o.f -Zono,D' should'.b·e pusheil·lj))" :l;J'I~r.dj:'ll'~dr;I:.-:"l'':''~'' (~>'" pm' ). Anr\~1(\){ ,':, :;":,' ~;~:::.~; °t:;T}::(J;i~;, .,': ' . . . ,": .' ···c. Der.mlitions should be iSSUElil..to +,}V9 'ranger conpil::-;i:',f\ let' ns"" in ~estroying vebtinkerstlhd'stores, .. ' .••. ~ '. :'~~:.~':: : . '.; . . ... ," '. " .,' :';- ., .:. :. ' .. ' . . , . .. ,; 'cJ. As st.atedd.n previous repQrte, it is iJil.perntive the-to Pl.1T Ilj.l' str:i.ke requests: be fined promptly it niiitH.JllUIl ad'lnnt.aee is t.o Ot1 t·aken of thiive need ·tiS oa.o.p near,the'min 8trenT.i~1 during th'~ 'dry B,,\ry.60n. GrH)'~ :'..1.,,: ridJlY. season':'starts the targets will· 8C£\t';y",r to a point tt::tth'JY \11.<.:1. DC long~rjcffe.t'.:1i pI'9.t'itable target. .,' , ,.,::';.s1\'·:':'~/ :'" ~."~: ":~. ,.-.... -.;< ;',7' , ,~ 

.,', Al-lNEits: .. '." . 
A;;.+. 0por-ayion Overlay­
B - Intelligence 
e - Test Reaults 
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/1 ,~NNEX D; INTELLIGENCE ANNE:{ ." 

/ 
1. TElU' .. AIN: 

No chm1ge from preVious reports. 

2. ODSl.!rnr;,TIONS OF nOOtT:JlCE: 

n. C 58 Hq, vic YT 125494. The »q consisted of 0. series ot connectine co.ups with c. tote.l ot 22' structures. 'It wns determined by captured dOCllJ:1!.:c·.ts trn-.t. ~.>l t\<l!lition to C 58, D. politico.l ~t nnd a supply unit were b~.sed ::":! thts W'O;'" Ho.ny bunkers were found iii '~ho D.rea but could not be destrol",,,d . due ',,0 1<.:'.ck of demolitions. The bunkEW($ rl'.tlged in size from 4 to 5 fOc,t, (':""J", 3 to k feat wide~ ~nd 5 to 7 teet 10ng .. ,~ Some had one entrD.nce oth(-l.'rs twu, SOLle rec'!;.;nguL"trs others curved. ,ill' b~ers hnd 2 to 3 feet of ovorhead CO",es!' consitlting of logs end dirt. ;,11'Sl1l:'.11er co.mps were interc0nn"ct.ed l)y Ifell used trcils with tr8.il signs. Th~'e ~rere double fences /l.t the entl:c,n .. ,(;l of c.J.1 CO.:.lpS ~1ith euard posts. The COl1l1,ecting tro.i1s were fencecl by und",'l'·, gro~.rth and f3E:k'\1l trees. The 1:.rl1ils con#inued eest end west for e. cons:i.'':.~,:·-· able distance. It is believed the,t maj,qr trails lemling out of the main c=p connect major units laterally. TM entire CItl:lP W-',S D.ppro::dmo.tely 800 to. 900 nsters in length running north t4 south 15 to 100 meters fron the river bl.\nk (J.ftJ.da River). ~'. 

b. A large C!Ullp (unit undliterm:l.neq~·wns found vic YT 284607. This Cll.1l\p consisted of (l.!Jpro:x:l.mately 25 structure" equivalent to battalion size cun:p. It was felt by AnVN Cotsl'.nder that a reg;i.mental size unit was in the area lUld this CnLlp belonged to C 58 Il.nd two~)lspected ord:w.nce companies. 
3. HESULTS: 

II. FrienUly Cas\Ul~ties: 

(1) KL\ 3' 

(2) .. \V+A IS 
b. '. Erierily Co.sUdlties; 

.' . 

(2), POW .,2· 
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;.NNEl( C: TEST HESULTS 

1. H-79 Gronade Lv.uncher. 

a. Prior to the operation tlll rtlnger compllnies received tI two (2) hour class in op6ro.tion, llID.intenance r.nd ,firinB of the arenade launcher M-79. The instruct.ion wns min.i.r.lD.1 <lue to lack of training oJlltlUnition. 

b. During the operntion the lo.uncher lmS employed severol t1J;les but due to kck of tro.ining in tnctic£'.l employment technionl results at this time m-e J_iln.tt.ljd exo(lpt for one instnnoe. The le.,'\d element of Column A wo.S 1'.r.1hlehed by o.P!J!'oxir.m.tely eiBht ($) VC's. The compnny oomo..'\Ilder, who wns cl.'.rrying ~~1 N-19, fired one round which hit 0. tree approxioot.ely one Lleter from a VC. The VC wo.s killed inct.nntly by two pieces of grell£'.de frng­ment.s th!l.t entered his forehead blowiJle the b:l.Ck of his hend coopletely off. Tr,e brur.t of the explosion eviclently cnught the VC in the shoulder ns this w().s coopletely pulverized. Two more rouncls were fired in the direction of the VO ending the rullbush, 

c. The unusuo.l p.:I!'t ot this notion wns thnt the VC's dep.!lrted in such mste toot the dend VC wns left behincl with his l-Ii.s .36 rifle. This is the first time that the VC hnve fniled to rotreive the wenpon from n de.~.d com­rade. It is carto.in thnt the consterrotion felt by hnvine erel'll'.des burstins in their position while the n~'\reat raneer wns approximntely 100 meters n­wo.y completely demoralized tho en~. 

2. CDTC-V ;.ntenm: 

tl. The CDTC-V, portnble VHF o.ntenno. wo.s tested during the po.st operntion, however due to structurnl wel.'.knesses, the lack of fcmd)inrity of its use by Viet=eae and the fo.ct thnt an a.ctllal operntion wns being conducted pre­cluded a complete evaluntion· of the o.nt.enno.. 

b. Iteoe =endtltions for the atructUrnl improvement and design, the latter bases on an after operation test, ~ be furnished to R&D • 

.3. DECCA NaVieational System., 

We attempted on two different occo.sions to mcrk known tnreete durine the hours of dnrkness. The tests ware not too successful due to short4ge of tine and equipo.ent IlI:llfunction however I Lt Col Page .:md Hnj rlelch were helpful in explaining the systS!!lI s on~bility to both the fJWN sto.ff nnd the flmeric.:m I.dvisors. The ;iliVN were quite il:Ipressed .:md we m-e developine a plalt.,to utilize it. ' • 
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:";: ':t':';' 'lbe ~veran conmander wall It Coll)1en, the PSTSZ colIIII&ftdel'. 
'lb' C6I11iiMj!"of'the, ti'Oopeat ,the Rang Banji'balle waealtei'iiated' betweeii ' 
Major'Ngh1em;;"the'~PBTSZ Chief' of"statf' and Major' 1liTen~ ,the PBTSZ DePliti 
tor~'OperatiOna. (Iii1tialq 'thqulI8d the 'cail!iandel'arid'natfof"the 30W 
Spec1cl BattaliOn all the'Taak !Fol'oe'istart')8nd':l.n'th' t£nallltagea::of'the 
operation they" did the aame wLth the coJllllllUlder and. .tart ot the 3rd Bn. 
48th) Iritilnt~"R.gt.' 
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j'rrtx~:,;,i;,' •.... ...' .. 

;;\i"·,ri'~ AdAserte' the 3r~~i·~~~~~:~~~:~~~~~ " iitWf.foo r;q~mTS:z,;mna . 
'mra~'g ··Tf:jezi:Nll.~J;; " 1;"':' ~ 

~. 

-C"inpc-fti }\~;-rn4:lI' as yq.A1'?.;''J;) mJ.~( c~:l'<"'·:·!" .. ' !{~',!.,.":' ",', 
1{.oz iJrl ~:.3'~!:;" ,'( C·y' MI~tO'N ';lqA:r·~-:· r." ~.{: .. !::' :i~~ " ,.~,', -,: ~ ',,; : ;:" '. J ,,~-':r ;~,:' :: .. 
(jy'illJ~~1.g" 1.r, N~l..T·;;;·l2 f:flt~,~,;;U- i',').i1J tp:rT':)Ji .. ::, 1: ~,<; ... u·"": : .. " ;')" :.: .. .~'J: !-J~>t.;l..'" r1'''~1;: 

me 'fask\':1ozo-e'llDiiSiQ1'I ~~'tO';"e8€'iiDJieh an' ePerD.tioii8;1Pbase;-~cp 
include an .8:!,rst~~apableqt hnndling 0-123 aircraft at the abandened 
Rang ~Bi'i'ater;(m03!)50) in the heart ef Zene D. 

tr ~~(J4'~ ~'" (C')<!OONcm:OF>70PERA'l!IO'Ndlilfq():; " . ' 
..... till: ~'·1"'·:'·"c.;"tr ,~'{,~ .... "Ut: "")'jY~'~d'I'~l"'1 (irt'"C",f)). r,:',;- :·t"~T r .. ··j ,~l",,!·-.• 'j 'h'~~~:-'''''''f /-'·i'('r,";·\l ?r~',,· .... f!' , ~,.11~,,,, ~~, ; ,,..:.v ."'. ,J, 1..,t, 'f·, .... ~ !'J~~' .• "," ........ , .... ,.' .. ;~"<...i'~" ( ... .; ... ,..'-" ...... .• !\,.tI~·1 .#o.q 

dY,; Ii'.' \t;;tll'ePBTS~'-easl(i"r9}CeWu8!Iig;'rang'e'i:' Uri,it:e;, B~ze'ir'anil"8ecurea"(tlic( 
grourxi arotud(Rlmg)Rang'Bri'dge fE;'-PlmUT;':thEiJE.ngineer:tiatiii-jj;()ft !f;()lli~onstruct 

'~."."~.'~""~~. «.'~.~~' ~n~tUi~"~ .. 8~.~ tbhe baseTh
by pa4 ~rolsh!l.ndrteutpolsttS, and 

·~"'.~>::"'07:"",~"""~,,,"g.-op.e .... ene~· ... rqn'Wle ase. e .• '" inc mo ar n It een 
,p.l6v~:d~M,.~e<raupportrw1tli"VNJt.F' li:I.r?8UpportTol1ca.li •. ~ ')'1 ;-, ,·m,1.> :.:0 ~~';"':; 
ow.' it, '''h .fH~l~t~',·'i !'J~.".,.".'·(t"·-\t',,," "tJ,·~ a""h! .... ' ~ ,.,-', .... r"3'r.' .-,,',. - -i~' ~'(. rrrl"l"'n~ ·!"""'IC:~'T~."t·(~ 
~jM;,,~, 10' N ·'N ",_".0;> " .. r'" 'p t' .: J:', •. J -t!..: ,. • ""P·-.,4;l-,· ~"'" ,.,.'!" ',~. . .•• '\, ~ , ",',' .,.'~oj 11..,.- ~-)."''''.,1~'''-: 

(It +·~V.5 .:. :,tc-~~ OONDtJC'l"O'pl 'l'I:IE O.·PliR~'l'fuN:' .' ". :'\ \; \c: .:: " ':,., r,;"!4't!,!, j-,:,r:' ;,';·<;;1: 
~:.""; $,:'; .. ' '~':eI'~".:~ .t·~7'crfC. c;~trb·',';T.·~·:·'l""~·:''J '.;;,,;. ',~r l:';·;:~-' ~:!;(' r..C.1'~·AY7t".j,;,:-

a. General""_,, 
:.~ :.'.,':",~,:,~ :m'''lf!~ 

'. ,(1) '!hie eperat:l,on was irxl.tiated and planned by Lt Cel Dien, 
thijl PB'rSZ' COilmander. 
f.:/}:." :~':'\':' ,: ,\.' r;:' .:\ . ' ... { :~. ~'-':': . , ,:' :', t: ~,'. . .. .~, ; ~ " .. 

'21,1',: ::'J ~ .i· t, .. (2). It cif:ficia~"began 060530; A.pnl With the' departur!l: ef 
~~IOSpeciliJ)·Bn (;:')'1 <:337~and' 340-Riuiger COf,,)'~ ,. '!hese ratiger unitlfllrivEid 
':li~~~aiD.'tiWil'illPosit16ns2 and" patrollfld ~.h e·ll.reri VieitdtyYT0306l0 to screen 
i?'M:t+li:nk~otothe;;1ili1ilil.ed"moVe':· of tJl e eligL"iieer 'battalion' trein';Dong' Xciaf to 
Rang Ran~ JjJo """;i:l.i.!J~' . . :'i:::,:'F·" ,~,;": ,,' . '." '. J.);~. '~ .. :,'-':·:,!.',\~,i: ;~, . .' 

$' ·(3J;::.:mij'fW;;;;;;h~i'lIjiv;Fthe task torce was aesenbled at Deng 
Xea1 on 06 and C1'/ June~ It censhte4 ef the 316 and 344 rtmger companies 

.' (3oth'$Speci~1.iBil~;rt,toilil~SOl:igy,iBe~ th!i\ 313 and 342 ranger celllp!llli.es from 
Binh wng; and the 3018t Engineer :\lattaJion •. Hajor NghiElllJ Chi,ef of Statt 
of PBTsZ -'iie)iimiea}C:omma~ro:t~tli'er. ta8~"ferce.' oli 07'Jiine;';';t.; ,,<~ ,':.':" :;,:;,:~' 

.' . .J' (lJ) (Jt)l~'lh'e' ~~iilanl~f;).totft.trilliger co~nies end the m.gineer 
J:)a'\;taliori made the marCh· to. R8,ng Rang en 08 and 09 April. '!he engineers 
repaired the road end £:!.xed the bridge by-passes en the. way. '!he celUllln 
arrived at the new base area en ·09April~ '!he en~ incident enroute was 

. a.naccidant in Which an engineer EM was killed~ 
'l~~l~; e3 V(f~"V·to!'J:t 

bi'iYf~'~blii~' the Base 
~tr:: (,'(: .dJu 

.J{J' \,\').'(1) 'J'l'he"tirst VC oontaot wns mnde during the night et 11 -
12 April "Wh eli the 316 Renger Cemp.'lIW ambushed !lIld killed two VC at Y'l'238541. 
One cl.\rbine and ene K-l rifle were recevered. 

~)illh.S';:i: 1{~+'(2)ifOn~'13'APril a'~reooripatiPl: ciOnsisting et six defectors. 
was sent eut from the base, All but one ef the defecters' had been under 
Lt;t9,o.l:1.·D1e#"i! centrol fer sevoral months Il!1d had parti~ipated:'in';previoua 
eperatiens. The one Who. was oot had defected in anether province and been 
sm.t to. Cel Dien fer use en thiii operatien, 'That night, during the latter 
defecto.r's turn at guard he;',t1'irew·t1'lO hand grenades at· the sleeping patrol 

·o.l1.d escaped into. the jungle, ; Fdur lUen ~n th~· patrol were wounded, but . 
;.1;Iiey lIlIlllaged to get· back to the base am by H UlB, 
.. ' • "I"' '.1 

.•. 
,;:\:,~~i'~ /:, '. , 
-.' -.;'---"-----.. , ... ~ '._--
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~-'---.... .,..--,,--~ .. ,::-"<:~.-;-::"~"~"':-'-""-'" .', ...•. , 
. 1,- , ' ":. . :,I.r'~",~, '.'. '/ :,:.,(3,) ; The first· ' . se itself OCC'lred at ill.4+9~5: ApdL.:wIJ,en."a ,vc T8,l'liper.,shq~'an ;engi.nee~, :tn "til \I annlas~he.(was la~ng ,:,a,~nefi~ld., /~ll.e,VG'es.~,ap.e.cIo·,;·" 'I;', ',',". ,. ': .",:'" ,'''',,':,' 7"",:;' :: ".:~ 

.:,0(\ ',' r." .... ·:: ,:~.;. i"' " ,"." ·Z'{:;"!,:,:~.;. '~".~: ... 1::;' ~">i' ,:;!..~, J;.:;:.;,,':;', ~(r/ 'r:,: , '(4) On':IS Apr.Ll the 30th' SpI;)Cial 'Bn ( ... ) crrl.ved to cOIIIplete' ,·,th.~.j;a,sk ~o.r~,~.:, ·It Was accompanied by tWo amorplatoon; consisting of ;:t-h~e.~,JJL1;l~,I:s,~l1d :~ Ml14 •. enct,the:4.2 inch lit>~rP1a.toc)'n.,;'llte (O,~voY, also brolight;in pa~s to reMoirthe Rang Rang.br.L~e;. bamed'.'W;I;remtl'food.:: .. \'~" " . '. . . .' . . .' ,-

.. ' 0:; ,;",',,'I, ,,:,,(5)-, The :VC"eniI?E>.d at the"task:torc40 several;'itintesin,.the,':'~.f:':.~'~· ,1)~y,~~,.dtlY;8",dispite lWJ.gerpat~ltt'<i . ':':' , .. , .. " ,:' ',: ;:;:: ';:.'" ::.'''' 
~;;;.::: ;~.~~':.:.~:; (,~:~.(M'/i.,~ib,iQ75'5:,·A¢i·; ·!~e~~~~. Wo~~. niJ':~~~';~~~"~:';' ~S'Ilf'9!~,'tJ:!e~7.~~~~' t:or.:.~~·:~g~~rl!,j,:, H~, 9ied :9ef'Qre /le. co,.1,Ild,be,;eva~ted ,to t))e .Battalion·.Aid .station·.,·., "." .. , ,.,-",.,., . ", s::'.'" ")"'- ".,; ','''-'<.1, .~.-.:,.;' ~~ .. ,., "'. -.:~~' . .".',~:'.~',::.~ ... :' .~\:; .. ~:.; .... ',.' .. ~; ~':;';:. ;,,~. :;;';" ',." .' t:·;~~~~· C'~i·'!::').~;J'n'~"; Y';v .. ~ .' .... , . '.' ... ' .', (7) Jit.lSi900;4Pn.;1' twO,~er ·CO~,e.8·1IJ:)V~ .. out:;0.t'~ ~h!l;"peil'­. imet.~r to i~l'llF:l' .~h.!3 8.i rst r.LPt:9r. t!l.Eii·n:I;gl).~ .. " Ap'pro~te4r, ,7C¥l'll!llters"a;>ul;!l pt.,):.h,e. ~8epe~m~er theYiran .. ini;9 I1:VC.nd.r!e ~eh :aru;l <three ~<',f~s C\'T.G:r.6 :w:r.A':i;"Th~ }ojJ,~I;s .. n~rEl.then, s~t,. Qut tl'Ol1l.the iPeri!neter o~,-a,rer.J.<m;br4·;~_~ ;~ ~.'r8;l'li, ,dp:w,n :oothJ~des H:. tliei®ad:-~ !,the.end ~o.f\"the·a,irstr.1l,? :!~·.l~' their mach~e, ;guns :into, .~ ~. :j1lllgl~ .•.• ':,lh,e"rangers::then ,m::>3[ed: i~, I:\!l~;q:iP..04tJlP' their secUt'iv' positions around the nirstr.Lp.The three WIA W€-l"3 .evp..c'Jat,ed by HUlB· the. tollo~r.!.ng day., .. . ,," .. .: . " .. .' . ~ :. "'.,' " . ,:.:~-: .... ;", .. '~ ,: '" ;.',., .:.',,_·,:."L-::';'·~··;:";';'FM ,'. ..', '~':: ,(a) fJ,s~oil~ l~Apr,U twiJ ·'pJ.a:toolloo8:l,sed potrols'rrolll.th idl6 ~nglll-C,~1'.\)I: ,hit YC' .!Ullbu/lhcol,! at: ;YT201545.· ThrElerangers w~:re';\','IAlltthe ,t~st ,·nmb\1sh.~ ,t'lve WIA"at. thQ seco.:nclo " VC· casualties W!3l'6 ,rot knpwn.,:; 

. . ,"''(C)) . On 20 Ap:dl,: at duSk:. aral'.g~dressed in b1e.ck !I.'lort$,;, .. and shi,rt .~~ back .t.o· theperlmeter ·trom an outposts "l9.S mi.l3tak~tor a VC and w:> uiYl,ed liy Ille!lIbeI:f:lof /lis . .owncompa.1}·. '.' , 

". (10) On 22 April; I!ll Engineer wood cutting detail hit a mine. ~e.~~;W\,ren6casU<J.ltj.Els. hol'Teve:o,the ,engineers reacted to. t..'1e EIltplosion: ,!lI!;:f:h,EV ~ouJfl,to an.v all1~sh l;lyo~.ng tire into the jungle, arollnd theD4. '~. 'lheir' tn'a 'Wp1,lE4 ed~ a.r.ll.I;lg,et\ '1'.110,0 }'l,RsIIWe;-al hur.p. red met era away.,"; Jus'~ . bef'ore noon MotheX' engineer l~as kill'edby' a mine. . 
}i,'~~~'i:f;.~htii~;~··r:'- ~i.~ .. "?J/;:~'f.(;-._<;~:; .. ··!'··', _. ",,' '. ,,' '. ,," . ," i; ,~i;~l'" ~" CP,).:,Qn. 2!)·Ai:lI:'il.- ()ne<;l'Qllg~ lfroll1 the313·.Ranger, Comp9nY' was 
~~~f;~f~l,~r~y.;;~,~;;:;,: '.:" ';- ::';'.'f';:"I:.( 0 •• ~·:' , };i:' ." .:, ',;"';:.:.> :'~': ':~.~' .' 
>~; ~,:.::'; ··~f2.L :ree.·;~ilmedey t!le,:3~6J~iJng.~;r."Co~~ pn .patro;L· engagest I1n "I!t,:I;IIl!:\~~,~.:vgi.C9.~r;~ic'l~i.j;Y"YT;t9!)50?·,;p~fj Vp,waf3: .• ·K;[k.and 8JljUllkllown:.; , ntimbbr WIA. (.'lh'T rMg~p!1 'i:fs.,s·~,t:OY!l(l;; a,9~).Qol)S:l..sting ptl;e,ixteelt P.~lJ.\I,(lturea. ThEIl'" burned e/ ton 6f r.Lce 'and captured two Iv;"l ritles, one ndne. (light $~?~~·'~!'f;~ttJW,.~?9f,S~ ~~:v.Eln",cant!le~_,~c1 ~nw.,~c~~,t.l!~",; .. ~4Um~n1;s ~~"~;,it~.-;~~b~;.~h.~.r,.~C.~}!ll:!.~!I:::~9()Q~~(· .",~::;~::;-' ~.r";i, ;'i TY':'"'{.· .... 
~.~1:r~~~·~,~:~rH3)'1 ~ fh.i··~.:Jf~·~f~Fri~t~~:.gf,g~i;dd:·fir~}·~Jh~tti!:(~itilili.B;; 1"", "" {~~. ..\_-~, I,., " , •. " •. , "~"'" ',' ",,' I' -,_,.. ,. , ,....!'.. I, '. • -' '. ' - . occ~~d''on' fTJ.l,~t- W~~ ~.1VgrcOnq~:!-e,~',~pP,~~(l:o/, ~P9 ~~efl' m.,xt-/l:-,ot the perilneter~ tired thr~e rounds as the h(>l;.cQpter t.ook ott. ,He rJ:id.J,'Pt ~~: .. ~h r ,-1'" ",' { . . .. ")' . . (., .. ,:~. '~'. ····-.>::,::,~)~~-1:~.T..~~)J~\~:.:~.,,~,'.; : ;,t!" ~ "., . '.'''' ~ '~nYc !:~1:~~~~ . 
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(14) O~ 2$ April the airstrip was deo ready 1(C1 reoeive an I,.,19. '!hat samtl day the 316 Ranger Company had tl«i more WIA from a grenade boobT trap • . " ;, 

,'" : ;;.:;i,.. (15) A~ :L63q CI~" Ol}l;,y an BUlB~~ught in t~~ ~f~tl!l 'Qt~~~n CaribOu that was sohedi,l+~d,to,i,nake the· fiz:s:t!,);andingon,th, ~w~r,Lp~:rJ\i<' '!hey walked the strip arid inapaoted it. '!he HUlB flew them back to Phuoc V~nhwhere their,aircra~ wi:);sparked dnd at 1730 they flew it ~n and ~g~ at Rang Rang. . , .... . 'i;~ 
.(~'l .•••• ( •. ::~... . . .. .' .•••• ,'.<\ .: ),'.' ",' .... -"or • ..' ." '.~,!' ",~, '" :.,. . .... .... (16) During the unit ohange..ov,er:on the wn¢lg of" 0; ,Ma.V:.two· VC ,llIines.wer.e :exploded •.. '!he first was an 'AP mine, that, was pulledacrpss the roadin"'frontof anJo'ill,3 at YT195656.·T,'!here were' 1'10: ca~ualties'J'Ihe:; secord was a'105 mine With a pressure type fuse' that was detoIll\t~ by a t~~}-: at: YT194696. Eleven rangers from the 346 Ranger Compan;r o.nd OilS from the 316 ~anger Com~ were. Jieht4r ~unded.Sev~;ci:r :th,ese .. ~lel'e.::, evaouated byVNAF H-34. . 

>::':{'::'''!''; ....... ~'. ,~.>.;. "';,.", :.,.:.:: .. :,.;,~ .... :,~ ~:<,;'.~' '.' '" .. ,.: ., :'. : . "~:r:: .'. ·(3,7) A r~ge~,:f~lilth.E!.:340.Ranger,COlilpsny,was w:>undedbya . lIi:I.n~,oll06 !i~. ~e ranger oompanies had b(:;;en sent out.t~ ,-form a ptl:t>1,meter about tl'l'O .kilometers from the base to secure the,1l'ea for the ·.v:isit .oi'··:.the fJJI.1!N Chief ofTheG.ffi~r!llStaff. Lieut Genere,l '1';r,," ...... :; ;·,.·r::f,· 
' ..... ' (lS),Every.dayeincethe operation began the rangershl.lti at least,.on~. I!l'!c!,;us~,lly tw9companies on patrol. On 06 May; .Lt· Col.Dj.en.·;' o rderect a ti v~de;yoperet;ton to start . 07 l'~ involv:i,ng four ranger- companies in two columnS to attack sol1).e koown VC:production areas to the south !lIld ,!?-st.of the.,bQ,se anQto: ::te¢O\l,the route of a proposed .road. 'ColOMI Dien anq: <~4'\.jor ~3;a an 'tere to' ge>withthe two comptinies to the,el1,st ang r.rajor LlVen'end Captain Ra,tJ',erty with two companies to .the south.:. 'll;l(;.Irl,ght of Cti !';ay the colonel received a. call frotl S;,dgon to go j,n t.o see the President. '!his cc,lloeJ,led out half the 0 peration. 

(19) The southern halt: of':;t.he, operation ·starteda.t 070635 tW. AU four companies of the. 30th Speciai"Batt'alion !:lOved out· .;. the 316 and 337 and an engineer plaj;oon dqwn the .roadto the. south and the 340 and. 344 pa,rl!I;l,eling t,h~ 0ll.e. j.~le . .P,a:tll: ;1;0 .the, I;l4st ott~e road. At 99Z0 th ere were., two. mine expJpsions ~etoft,:y:I,Ciinitu'.:Y'T232515. This :.~alJ",~n thearee. where the 316 was <1eploy~. but,:,t.h~x:e we~.·no caSuaJ,ties.· '!he .. mines were 10; rounds electricallY det':'nated'. The VC esoaped~' '!he four compe.nies met for lunOh;.s,pproximate4r:.10k;ilometers dOw!lthe road and then tho 316 and 3;31:P3Pc,ee,ded on theoperat.ion~le.the :.Bn (,..J r,oturned,to:thp; l:!ase.·.The . 337 Ranger CoIitpany'and the,oom:nllJld:group were1'orQed to :re1!urn'to·,.j;he·baee the. evening of 09 M~ b'eclluse no' 'wnter was found in the objeotive .area. For' t~;,~;rfl" th,ey ha<1livtltl '?Ilrain;,w,atep:colleoted tho night of: 07''MIJ:s'. The' 316 Ranger CODll-e.-l,ly . cont~nued·.'!lhe p)'~rati9n!!1:me, more .IcW,y:,,;.WitA~[negativ'E!f ,reeulb.: 
. .. 

""i: .,,:(20.) 0.!:l .. 1l·tiAYt-Ile .. 3Oth Spgcial, Battalion. (";'}.destroyed several. gcq'Cl~,l,ls 'I1c~ni tu' YT;tS05l5,' an:LYT1535l5.An nb!lllcloned, camp"was:!found and delltroytld' at .YT155512 •. :'.. ....... '" .' :;:" .. " . • .. . ", ;;':.:',". '. ' ...... ' . '.. .. " '." " ,:,'. :' ..• ~~,.' •. , ... ',~'.' L" '~--:-:".,.\ . .':,,,,: 
'. (21) . At ·12l015Me.Y the 337 R!lIlger' COmtMY had oile 'ranger. KU'in n mine runbush Vici~ty·YTlao6$.O; '!he cOlll~:.an;r was clenring the road' from Ran8;,~"t9 Jlp,X1gXpai it:lF~po;~tion. for another ul'!it c~gf!:i0v:!!r.~ J'ol,J.;t' miner! Were d~tol)D.ted. '::. '.' '. lI,il' fi·" .. ',./.. . . ," ,. .' " "Ii .;' 
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: ,::",: .··~.;;;The·R4~ ~bti.li~·~5'; ~,~~:1d~,.~ll:, ~'1c.utec). ~~ ~qr ·thet:1me. sieeed thelriitiative .froll1·tJleVi~t Coilg 1nthl!11' own., et1'9I'lgho']4 '" ot:':~ne D .. · Th'erewere;iDil.~lid.'stllk'e8 ii!ade:i.h the ~tiori '·pt .. thil(1'deQ,':':; but; .the veryl'a'6t'thlit:·th'e a:li:-ri.iilliwo:is bu1it,' and the pi."iJDn'ij-'lix!:ss1on·"" .,' acoOll1plished ta.r outwei81s the tactionl or technica.l errore. liJ~ (C·', '!"" . T';f".: , \.-: . 

. ' " b. This ()Pflra~ol,1.w/l.a !lO~~ 'Yec:i):I3' L~ Opl D1en!bil.e wol'king on the'possibilities ot e~tabli~,anop¢atioila.l;: be.au:Qlo.er\,to"ZoI1e D •. , ... HiS:.tif8tJplanWD.s'·to . esta1i.~~i1: ~~' briil'e a,tDong:]C6tJ.i •. ~~era,l.,t1ln.eah., jOldJt84"i: s1X>ke': to the sEnior . a{,M. !lOr , a\?Q¢ ailttinguiJ:.'th6' b4~i.i :'i1t,~ .. ,:,. . Rang; illinideil;:the.tthe 8~of!ltlvi)or,encoUrag~ ,h~t.f1i:lV~~t~i'#t!t:~i."., .. thol'Oughlt: F~ attern·v,t81t· to the 'Preeident hticmncfbnCk ai1d an:. nounoed that the President had aWJ;pv .. d his plan to",eBtablieb the bllaa 111', Rang }Rarig.'c ~ tl¢.Lnit In~' wiis s~tior thif operation, Qut ha ment.1oiled .. 1It~t:tng·b'eto're· the': end ; ~t' :A,prp... $4iIY,eraJ. <lIl1s ~ lIlt-er .tb.e p:reBid~t,. c~e.: to'Visit COlorielDienat· SontBe and. nt, tha,t tiII1ethe .colQrill1 tound~at", " the''"30l8t'Erigineer :Bn wits ii~Ac!Y alliii~ed ~' bUild, the .airfiold' and, were',,' I'ea~ to go into . t~e opere:~~onal :ar.ea ,in. tlie~t .r~dirill~ , 'Ihll1~oi'C~::':, Colilnal"'Dien to cliangehis' pl,!inII arid, start; the qpera.tiun w1.thou~,· sutf.!.ci",~, planning till1a; .. , " ' '.' " "', . 

. c. 'Ihe sigine&rs 'IllOved into .the' uec. with a plan and :Smed1lltaJ;r started ltIik. 'Iheir o.ch:!:EMiIliehte .o.reoutllt!llltU.ng. 'Ihe ranger units; on the other hand, hali ti>' plan e,ndd:i.spit.e ·t,he continuous urg:l.ng o.ttJie. US' Il'dvisore nO· true det.nse.pliin'w4.sevf)r,)r'epo.red~ . The lent,t.h;r .1:1.8t :~. d~ ficit;ilc1es ,;ointed(;!ut, ~i·th~,:lid~89.~~, :wii!r~ .:t.re.?,ted.in 'on,e 'ot .th~,"i! :"'~, dePEnding'on the Vhtllli.in\lse "offioer '1.nvolved' .., theY Were co1T"~~4 :Sm~ iatelY. ·c'cSrrect.ed :u..ter :1~.:ii:'pa~~~~~~~~r; or ~t:I:C>.:rr,~ct~ jit,4:t:!:!',,; .... The mo.jority of the IlOtione were' ot the lat'ter two types. A good tli60p , unit could have put. in a b~te~halltY!1etense .111, .!Bile hours 0/ ,8)p,ra than the ranger unitllput. in theentire,t1)ue thqoccupied thepe~ter'. Later 'in' the' operationlben'the .3I'4. B~ 481;h"lnra.hti:y, RegtliJ'li.l'~'· arid. t~k over, halt· of' the perimeter th§de1'ens:e p;istuieinlproved cprisiderl'hq. :::.: .:".> ...• \'.: ... : ... ' ".: :: .. ,;.,' ... ."." .. :' . ... : ..• :~ ...... :.:.r.':,',,~.,.':; .. ::~~ '::',,\,~>:,<: . .:~~~ .. :,' 
d~' Since there wasnu'co¢plete detense or'der'thEi wellknell8ee in the detense were nU!lEll'OUs. ,T!tere was 00 barrier plan, no tire plan" poe­itionswere' IX'iorqaiteci and':poor~.pr.ep~~ using, th.e, 014 FrenQ~ .. ape~tu~ style that· COM:Ldembl¥': l:i.Ld.ti>d the' ti~ld ottiNO! the 'rl.fl_il, :th:ete., wlLsoodej;lth Withiii'the pOBi1;~oil~ 'oo'~:Eic1Jri:t7mxi"iurVqj,~ce'p~~~~, ',~ , counterattack·plansLt'ewsuP'Plem.ent/ilI7" po.it;Loilil~ I'm: a:J,e.~;.~ys:t~ .• ". ~e .. ~p wee looated: toonenr:thEi' b'ri,dge'liIich w:>u1d be a' prime ·target·for·Va !!!Or­tara. There \'IIl.B m tactical CP and conr;,uniclltions ldthin the perimeter wei"eIlUstere.·· 'Ilie Ueienee' or anyoll,epart ot tile. per:l,m.eter appeq,r~,to de­pmdqn :tlieinitiAti va :~t thll Co~iinru: .oolr4itAnder ",~, thli.tB~OtOl:~.; ';, ~.( ~er .~;::,.:,.: . .::.: .. ,,;; '.~" : ••.• ,;1, ............ ;': f'"':' .-' .• ,..., . . '. 

. ! 

i 



I 
. battalion oolitllla!lcler and. 
.' tl'iey' rarely"'cnecKed; the ·'·pl:-eplaI:I~:t;.:l:,,?g· 
requested t1\em t6 do ~i1:. 

,"', ":,, 

""luna~o.er'6 orders were vagl,le and ..... 
thb defense unless the US~adVi8or,:' 

'''''- . .. " ~,c ~ ';'.; ~' .. ' '..... ',', '':; ;" . . ..;-, 
" :,:·:;l"~.,, ~everilJ/ de!1c1encii~s: thci. pl.';gued .. tht) aclvi~ors' thr6u€hmq~t, ' 'ofJ:th a/6pemtion ,-were;". ii '~p·i1i!>iiuj!·' eastern halt. ot the' per.\.meter.> that 'it '. t~k' a.l~os~ a.lilo~~; ~~" <?~?~i;:" ~~~)4~;c .. :()t wld~rst~ . cit ,pl')per' 'EI!IP,lP.1-ment ot:th64.2 lII'.)i'tars:and,'OI:,he.r creW'served' weapons,' and.1mpro~r .. uI;ili.,. :zation('ot·the attacl'i'ec.i"iu:cl:i'.r;·'· 1.] " ,:.';.' '. .•... ... ,..... , . . ".' . : .... ;; _'. :',:;;,:: "",,":' ',_~,-':" ... -:: .. '.,,!~.! • . '':':.:·,~':'i't,·: ," :,.~. ~':~': -:., ~,'t-:·- .... ,:'.,, / .... .' . • ' ", """'''-,'".0> ',' ........ !, .. <"._ ,",- ~'~(;'" .c_ .~.-" •• :.':~~ ..... -:.~'i;; . ·t.InitiallY'· tlie'airfield W'as located outsicle the per1meter~ Eaoh da;y the engineer", llI!.d rangers went :offto resecure the strip ,.1?etor,e·. theent;ineers could b~PwQ~.:A..ttel:' they: 1;.ookseveral ce.sua~ties .1n· . this dail;r A~rind~ .. 'LtCo1.,~ie!ltcl~k ~he adVisors recol!llllelXlllticm, An .,part, end set U!, . an ext.ended' per.\.met,er . at night to ~ecure th e strip. . ':':'.~ . ; .. : .~;.'" ',-' (~:!" :. ' . 

. ' .', . ..... g~llis.iUte 'tlie>.obvi9Us detects in the deiense~lihich couldoer­tainJi be foundsaS1ly by' the VO Probing the. areL\, the VC d1drotllttack. the' perimeter at ,Mye:tfue.~"'l'!iey~ontentedthemBelves with l'lineambUshe~!; 'and' lIllip;ing.· '!he: CO'n't:.ii'lU0u8 ranier patrols did not. contaot:&l:\r ,lii ... ge Vet units·atter the fiX'Bt' tew days' which oacks up previous aseumpM.oris that the VO'in Zone D will move to avOid contact that. might draw th em ;iil to a firefi(jlt, am that they will generally abandon al'\Y' area once a large ARVN unit enters that' area.' . 

h.. On 25 Aprll helicopters brought seven scout dogs into the base, '~heywere to be Used'by' thei-ahgers. vn. patrols. The dogs did. not' pro,ve an asset. to the defense torthefoll<MJ,ngreasons: (1) Both the dogs.and the h'andlers tired easilY and c6uld;not'ke~pup'withthe ranger llat:ro;t.s,·.(2) The dogsiihcl hahdJ;e'r~ :iw.e'~e: n~~~'rp.f~¢ f.9l!<;.jungle 9pe. rations, '(:3). ~.~: ~ro9.+'~ o~~teiiti'pp~llg' spe~;L!!-~~to,o.~: t;!,r;.tpEl~.'d?g~· added to. the. already: OV.IIFb\lrcl~J:1ed ~~~p~s:~~~~,,~~:'~~~~:,r.e~~ .. etl!,?~X~lol p~ 28 ApriL . '.. ., I.;;, ,', ..-
~'''::. i~. :l;' 1'.13 i~'ECted;ir~~':~~lA~ ~i{tl1:i'.s ,~lySi8,.~~p1~~,t~;~t~o­t.ical D~uii.derBi'tIle('iDfe$);on,'wt1:~·M,~9inpl:l.f!he!i; An airstrip' i~: s~t~~i,:tn . th:eTlieart'o£i'Zoiie D\'6na!'l-4ienev~£(! :l:t'''ii''nece5sa to use thilt, stn LaJiask f6rce'coulcl1'reseciire' aiicff'l'eheb1l1ta:te' it in a .~ days.. '!hiii aci:EmPllsh­lti9lit lwaii~ a ~tactiCal:'o.rid;'aY'pSYb~(jloS:i.ca.fDi&ir to th~.'VC ·ef:ror.t~ . ,,~;:. :;,,, •~" • . ~ .. ::t:;: -· .. ·:.·:';':T-'·-; ... ~' .. :.:i: r.~.'·,;t';",~-i.\'~r.; j-"" ,.. ;.,., '. :.' .' , ....... ~ • .... 

7. (c) INTEILIG ENCE . . . ...,... .. • :'::'~~'-<l':>":"':I'-;~1..::.:J ~.·,.;.,·(";m::·'/;::·:·)j::, ,;';.:" F~·C~·';(".' ... f·'·- .. ' " ',-'. 
::;w ;. ;.,. . ~;..\ 'lliefVf~;~?riiiwa,s :§~fil~v~. to'~9.6mtpy Zone Ii D'~' ~t~:~::~eaqqu!!X'­tere:uilit'andl:tliree'bbttalion sized!utlit~ aliclll lIOx:i;arCQL'lpany.' ,It.. was ,an­ti'<ii pat'ed!' tIllit: the r.vfet'·.rd(;;rig:'~ ~c,i)::r~.s~ st.' ~'ri:r 'at t~t '. to: ,oi,qJ,d~;*aiie;' in.' Rang Rang'With, 'evElry'mea:rts nvidiilble ~ .,. . 'i ,',' , .. , '. "'''''''' ,-" '. 

\( b~~') No', UilI£'s·· of larger strength than a company were engaged during the entire operation. HarasSlllent in.tlw :fot;l;1 ,of snipers and mine ambushes wereprevelliit! but . rot ·on~.:.~t.:tllc~,~~::'la'~ie"d ag!linllt the R~~~~~~.~~Be~~r:' (> I .'- • ", 

c. The t.errl.'.in in this a:t:e.a. is ,elense jungle with til ree caropyS. Trees avtiraifti'abou'b 125 1fiietin hei~t. Water. is sCarce. in ,t.~s. 'Ilrea ?ur-' ing the 'dry ;'lfeason : arid'th e Suoi Mti' OIl was not flowing during ~the~ent1re I" operatl.o·n.' :~') :' (: .' \' ·r;~ 1 -,;( ::;'" '':, ': "'. ,'. ,'. . ," ' '. "",' • 

.' , 

. ;," • . ." .. ·:·r' .. ;. ..:. 
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.' . ..." "l1li 

/ 

\ 
"'-. 

. \, .. 
-- - -"- - -----_.---



--,-------~-

d. Intelligence upon j:.atrols which were 
sent out from the base camp. Little infonnation was gathered during·thE!­
oper.::.tion other than the fact that the Viet Cong did not in fact occupy 
this portion of Zone IIDII in strengths that were considered as facts prior 
to the operation. 

e. The question of where the VC moved is still not r.esi>lved. The 
reports of heayy tIOwment of the VC to the south Illld to the east during the 
month of April as reported by the Ihuoc Thanh Sector !:lay indicate that they 
moved toward th til Ben Cat area or to Zone II CII • . .. " 

e. (U) LESroNS LEARNED 

No lessons were learned on this operation which have not betln re­
ported in previous arttlr action reports. 

9. (C) REa:l!o\li~IDATIONS 

The US advisory detachoents at III Corps and higher headquarterll 
can IlJIlterill.JJ;y aid the PBTSZ cOI:;llllander by continually et1p.1-)asi~:l.:;~ ·1;0 their 
counterparts the i'o"llowing points: 

a. PBTSZ operations woU).d be better planned and better organized 
if the concept of a ranger brigade for the zone was approved .anrl implemented. 
This would give Ii. Col Dien adequate staffs and cOm;llllldtlrs fOl' plW1u:'.ng and 
supervision tit brignde level and for execution at battalion 10ve.l.. 

b. The nissionat nang Rang waS a success. There is now a base­
in-being in the h(·)r.rt of Zone D. Every possible assistance a .... a:L1Clble to· 
the h:l.gllsr heatiq'.u.,rtersshould be given to 1t Col Dj.en to e.ss~.s+, :l.n the 
executior. of m.f< plans to establish other bMes in that area, 

ANNEXES: 
A -Logistics 
B - Communico.tions 
C - Phot.:Js of Rane ~ area 

(First copy on1;r) 

Captainl IntentlY 
Adm!.nistreti ve 0 ftlcer 

'I' ,-.~.' 
""''"' 

\ 
\. 



'. , 

"; ', .. ,.'; .. , .. 't t\,~.,;'·; .. :-;;' 

:' r-'! • :'":(~~'. 
'~, 

,:j.:,-,t: ·')t JI'fJ]',.l~l'[1.!€: 

III (U) 

'. 
'.' 

". . .1. "(C),MISSIDN:·· To support logisticall¥ all the operational units at 
Rang Rang.~· 'fn (: ...... ," .~~\ "r.'~ r:' :.,., ',U '~~ .:i;y"t;'C' 'T~ :t.G'" ,tl 

'.' '2. ~. (C):WNCEPl'OF OPERATION: Each ilRVN element would be resupplied by 
its parent ·~t· or tpru its';:provinc.eof origin. . . '. . ... ,.: .. ;;.;; C:,·.··;,F·· 

J.(C)WNDUCT AND ANAIXSIS: 

below: 

. , 
J. ' ...... . 

, . , , 

a. All. resuppl¥ was conducted on an individUal basis as indicated 

(1) Ranger tmits from proVinee of origin; 
...... ,.:.~"": ..... : ...• "'. .":j' \i C' . .';,")·,' .·,·;,·:~fI~: 

. .(2), .Enginee~'~d 8mored.uzi1t8 frompai'ent ·organization' 1il ~ ... r­
". ':":-.:~ "':.' ''';'.'·!'Y.;i.. '" 'j. ;7;' ;.; •... ; ·:~; .. :'.i· .!~,:-.. ,r-!-' ';~'!; 

,"," ;' ,', .'..,', ..... -:- :, (j'. ;';! ."'1;,-.";.· ';'.::" J- :'l~"';:~'J"; ;,~-:;':i.-i j;',';i;in 

b. As a rell\11t. a systematic method of resuppJ,y was not establ1shed. 
no:rwas :asuppJ,ypoint:::e8ta1;>lished from which convoys and air sh1);111ents could 
be coordinated.. . ,., .... : .... ,,',' ,.;'.;". ','c·''':::::·;·;};F-:-, . 

. ' c. DongXo!li·s!tould have been selected as the consol1dating suppl¥ 
point for the following'reasonsl . .: .. ' .":- ,,'::., ,.:;:,:);.'",; 

. ,.' 'c, "':'::', ,.' ',,;I~ ""'_~:f1' 
(1) An improved airstrip (approved for CV2B /.md~123) .,; "r 

• ,,;~.' . >,';.-: :,'7.. ';, '.' 
(2) Accessibleoy road from all··provinoes·inPBT iLs .wellas·the 

base depots in Saigon, 

(3) : ~12~ir ~~tes from "lJo~gXoaito Rang Rang. 

(4) . ·'lhe engineers had i~roved the road betweerilJong Xoa1 /.mel.;; . 
. "" ' . .'~. C/lL', Rang Rang; 

(5)' SuffiCi~t' :a;v~ to establish a storage poi~t;or:;~"~~~;~~ 
of,s.uppl1es •. " .' 

"::'~'1~' . : .. ;:~:,,: .... , '," .. }.~" '-., ." ... , :"-,~ ~ .• ·,~:':"..;:.n ~~r.:.rf;. '~~1..L-~ 'r.: 

, d •. Do~g:xoai:)s unoff1Ciiall¥ used by the eng~er~ aIld<~:-a~~:theJ . 
z:~ers~however not· on a coordinated basis .. , ....: '., .. ,,..r ~ ...,': \,,"1 

. .:., ":;'.' ... ' .. J'. "",_1:: '-": .. l.lj~·~!~:'7 ,~,-~ 

e. During the earl¥ stages, Rang Rang was resuppl1ed by HUlB's am 
later.H,-2l'u, CV2)3 •.. Air.' resuppl¥ was utilized b..cause the PBTSZ cOllllDander 
fel;!;", he c9uldrmt atford· the:troop.$ which ,·Would··be r'e9,ui!J:'ed -tor'esc6);'t; ,11.' ve:.:. 
hiele convoy t03~e':R~g,Rang:' area:~ .. 'rater when the' PBTSZ:,bOn1iItri:lerT :r~lilted 
that road convOy was the onl¥ efficient and effective manner of resuppJ,y be­
cau~~:of\:d:.l!eibu.lk.al'ld: quantity of S!lPpile.s,' t~.'ice IWnthl¥ conveys .• were. sch..dllled 
for.Hans.Rang. Air ·observatio.n andoover were prcdl.ded· f'or:·m:COllv078'·in and 
out of the Rang ,Rang. area.' However, critical items of· suppl1·EiS i contirn.fedLtol;' '.-
be airl1ft9d. . . -. 
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;)~, ':;,;:n. :~~. ~;;, ··,rr· 
:)!~;":'L" ;.p.;~. ,,(l>."):'l'he"Viet~ese.willnot ';eat'a't:rpe""C"'ration~: '·''}hjjj)r'·,ration 
"f1W .~pI;:'f'9,l!;.!ric epsalt- '''am (; t.l;shlls'consistoo '. prilUar±:q·o£: ttei!lf J!i'1.ttt-s} 0VElge,o;'" '; 
':1l~oles·!~d.liv.4iI·"fciwl;·~"""'T"" ,: '.' ". '''' ...... "".,",, .... ". " '." '.: " ... ".) ,.' .• ,," ...... ".:." 

,.-;r;'!)~j·~~.'·l))_;(j ·C:":"~~.'~~l>f·,~"wS:·~~ ~:: '.:~' ;;'~\Tr~~(';~~·l'i·.~~1 '.'>\'.:~:. :.-:.< 'I:·.~"·::" : ;'-i ~_I;'··"~~f",·~. '·~.··:·.~~~bJ~ "P« " " 
p {',~ j!' .> ,:;' JY;:.\ ;' (;2);J .-A'!;l". Cle,ss )1 ~:t&~'PUrchas'ed '~and ~ckaged '1'01" jIri,1ndi idd(f!i'l <r"q 
1~1ih:j;n eacl!,~t th:~reby )"calls:i.ng)./t rne:lUi8ement-":problEllil i ln"gett:l.ng· -the rlght 

\~Ckage:,~~ ,t~~;:~~~~.~ .• ,,',~: 1::<::~'~.. ",.:'/:~:,:;': > .. :,,' .... :. '." ... ':' >.' ,\ L, "~" .. ;:",";' --;~. , 
(3) Final.J3r. appNXimate~ aqc of all D.1r resupply nUs sions 

,It.Q;J~ang ~~gl,was: Class.' Jj" :i.tems:.'beo-ause 'of (the perlsllable nature of th e food 
stuffs •. (,In ~Lop~ra1;ion;the"·;$ClQ·pEi··qt:'Rat!gcRangi"'l:the' Vitlt.namee8",;s!iould- have 
been requil'l:ld to. utilize a .type "e" ration as the basic. ration and fresh 

;f"cod':olllj.;'ras a supplement. . 
I"~') ~7~·~,1, .. ·'.~·'·- '.;~ li···.·, .. i,~ .;"J ">'.~' .. ". "'.~:,' ';t.~: -.,;',' ,-·'.r~;~ '\;.' . -'{~',T .:.-y:; .. :.:i:f· 

. g. Receiv.lng point~ were not established at Rang Rang, consequently 
,~an'flir.-sh1p!1(l1'lts were received there was no designated individual or group 
of indiv.ldual,:s' ·avll.l.h.bJ.e. ::to·process ,supplies ,to the·rec.nVi:ng 'Uliits.·' Supplies 
were handled as theY' arrivEld bY' whOlllllvc·rWo.s £\wi1cble and ..cons~eritly "Class 
I supplies wet~,lo·st·andl:patte":aes •. amwnitiOn.·,·eto.J 'were.rot "received by the 
requesting units or indiv.lduals • 

.. " ' 
~ ~ 

h. ,.~,ciical evacuati6n~s handled"on an, individUal, basis'Wi'th'each' 
11Il:it process:l.ng its own casualties. '..this pj;t)eess resulted on one occasion in 
some casua.lti:l:!,s; no,t, rec e1 ving dextran" w!1,eri :1 t'. \.fa e,'available .1Ii. 'aneith er um:!;. 
Also, casualties did not receive the best treetment possible since the 1!IIIIIl.11 
Luni.tc aid. statiSlncuu,ldnot'bfH!:S efficient 8S one well organized and st~fed. 
to handle:·ail:casualtie·s),.:-; '.':" ;"" :'_' ,,,'.,, \ ",'.' ., ..... "',':"::""Y, 

" '~ 

" .,. 

;:'c" ,".. ,",', ;i".:,<'1he method of requesting medical evacuation also was acoomplillh­
'ed,on'an,indiv;J;dual,unit:'"ba's1:II; ':"''''''''.''." "., ." ....... , \"~:- " ... ' ,,,,j,,!;'''!' 

• {.'~ '!-ti:': ~~' ;~t:<::.·j;:· ' .. ';' "";""::.',,' .. : • ,.~ ,.',' T','" .. :, .• , 't., • ,,',;'-' ~·::',r~:;~),c.:: 

.j. '!'he on~ . et!ect1ve manner in 1Ct1ch casualties Mould have been 
'!la;ndled'is thru one A1d station serving all the units in th.e area. '!hat aid 
station shoul~l:;9av:e'coordinated' "Iill"aspecte': of'·the:inedicali:evacuatioil::\:.6 :Ln­
clude in/iluring that casualties were quick~ and proper~ lDaded on evacuation 
'aircraft.' 'r :"', ::.i~"· ::.;-,:, ;' ;'.:. ;"''::, ." .,·l·, ",: .... ;.:;".' .~ \.' ':" 

[";:pi,,4. (e) LESroNa LFARNED( . 
',:'," "::: ." .. :.::; .... '. :':' ::1\';: ,.;.:.:>.~.":.,'.:." ,. ~ .. :"·~i~·. :'~'" "f r:<-: ~-:: .-.:~·rr'·(;;·:'\ , 
a. An operation the scope of Rang Rang must be planned logistically 

as Well a!".: ~"a~ti9alJ.y~.. '.,,, ."'. c 

::.;" ., )):':":': p •. ,.:.!1nit s WIlo' are' attach:ed: to· a task "forcehoodquarters mus~ !unot~on 
in nild' thp.u tpat ):rl:la.dquarters~:.;\: '. ,,,. . .. ... ." 'c' , .':: '.:; ,". 

,:..;~:~ ... r:'C· ::~-,:.\~c. VEhiole convoys are the most efficient and effective means o~ re-
supp~··~:.musj;··:b(;l-.J.l.tilized~ ,i,. , " ::~' ..... :.: "." , :;,,'. "," . 11" 

d. Consolidated issuing and rece:l. v.l.ng supply points must be e.tab:-
1i~ed 1£ a point to point ty-pe distrlbut10n system ill to be utilized. 
T~!::::-';:!~ V "ri .. } ··I·'·.;;j c/; °i ,j', ':, , .... :., : ~:, '., , ,., .. ''': :'" " , 

. . e, In thi. type of a the method of handl:l.n.g 
. 'caSUalties :i.s With a c»ml:d..ned ) I 
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5. (c) RllmHI>',E1'IDA'IlO NS: 

a. That before III Corps approves the attachment of units to' PBTSZ the Corps reqUire that a plan be submitted to show the planned tactical util­ization and logistical su:pport for the ul1it. 

b. That when troops are attached from III Corps thllt such addition­al logistical support units be made available to the PBT8Z as reqUired, i.e., service IlIld medical troop units to support the operation. 
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1. (U)cDNCEF'lh All ARVN elanents in the Rang Rang area would operate Withi.~ :\;~eir own orgllni:z:atio~l cOllllland net. 

2. (0) OONDl,ICT AND iINAlXSIS: The ilRVN eleniEl'lts established conmuni.:ca­tionsas outlined .below; 

a. Ranger CblDliland Net (AN/GRO-9) 

l'huoo Long':' PB'l'SZ Hq 

Dong Xoai . 

Fhuoo Vinh 

B!\u CaTx'e .;. 4St4Regt Hq 
.. 

b. Engineer Command Net (AN/GRC-9 ) 

Rang Rang 

Saigon -Bn rear CF& Gp Hqs 
.. 

. "'. 
Arno red COl'i!lIland Net (AN/OOC;.,9) c. 

Rang Rang 

Saigon - lst Squad 1'0 n 

d. I.n! . Comnand Net (AN/GRO-9) 

,~ . . ," . 
~: :.:.'. '.:'.>:"'::".!.~ .. ,:/<"~~:'(')r:( :::;'.:::' -~:.: .... : ,".'. ':" ',."; " 
'. BauCIlTre . .:..,~Regt. ~q ;.' 

.... ~;' Ygfrtiz,lN~;~~%~catiOll'TAN/mc .. 10) 

., ..... 

)'i.':":c;,,~: Noat~.j;inPt¥~imiadeJ;O(:est.:'b;).ish 'a oOmm.unicat;l.9nso~ter:'thrb;;, . whioh all messages coUlc;l.beprbcessed, .. ibis situation sel'ious:q hampered ~\'9.r#Mt:l,o.n qftacti<;~?fll'I~rlQgistical dire~tives:'tO,·the tinit.s at Rang Rang '.' and ~nfor1<\lna.tel¥,'de~~ij.\pr9'per<aotioJi::onmerlical:;eyacuat;l.9n:,rE!q\.ielita:4ild' . administrat.iveai)tions~· .... . .... .... . .' . . ......... '. ...... '. '.:r:·-:.··.,·,~,:·!:: ·~:.":.',;.;;f·,·:~<;· ... ; .. ,_.:.":, .··:;.~·t ·:~·r.r(~:'.:;~. '::~'~; ..... ;.: .. , .... ~.::.;;:r:.:: •.. ~:<:; ... '~.. ...... ...:'"1- .. ' . • .'. g~ Good; .cqmntiilioatio~t.ecll ili<il\e.:were 'I'X)t u'i:fl1tied<to : iris uHf com­mumoations .in the operatibns area~ SeVeral specific deticienc.ies areas QutlinE;d:belOw" . , 0.. ., • •.... ' .. ' . '. 
' . • ,1' '.'''.' .;':~,.< . '1"'~ .;~</, ': .. ;;:!:;~ ....... : .. i :,: .. ; .. :,,i}.r:,::> :,.. '.~"' ... .' .. ;., ~:, .. '.;:: ',": '. . .T~~:··,:: :\;~·.£:.:}fi~·:.:.!'~':: !~~:~~j::~':'-f"t: .. : ...... . . (1) Tiiiiii~~i'co~dn~ ra410 wa. 1O.catedorl't.he lOwest . terrai.;n at·,Rang·~g ~dJ~ll,d i t& antenna deplOyed thru hea1l7Veg~/l.tion. 

• ,i 

'. 

:.-> 

\ 



'. , 

i 
r 

.J' 

,', -, .. -.. _ .... - ~,;,~,.,"'.".'-::. ' . .. "'," 

i;;,,;:' ;,~~;~,:~;.;.(::, '~:d, ";'c: '. ..' i, ~I !! :' .' .. ' ',:"':::,:; liOrCmlt"vi>q . . i,e:' ;':>l" ,·<"~,.,Th~,,ab()y;e)l);t.~; det;i.cienc~el,l;and IIIIl.llY otherswer.e·' co:r.rect,OO:'When . the CP ~as re19~ated ina JDPre;.:s1,litable. location~ r, • , :r' :.' ,. :.j:::, }.::~:;.. .. 
,~. ,;(C);.\IES,~NS.~ 

<~"i ': >\~ F";':):-J{I;~ (,>'.1.:':1J::,:;i-:'( ~.:'{'~~.;~ j./.q,~":~ Jo'.';;'';':. ':;\.~'" ..•. ; ':'-,: '~"J~) '::,:,~f.',~. 
a. A Signal Plan~, be Preparacj.f'or eJ'I operation thelSCope ot ~i' ~jl"';t.1t:l.s obV:l.oillJ' a 001' i'sn.1t sUfficient.. . ... "~:~:::';'~.~,: ... ~,:: .. ?;.~".:;~ .. ~;,.-. .,.- .;.(:'~':·l~~·.~ .. j."._:/,·>" _. :~ .. ;:-".\~lt· .. 'J .:.':"~Ic:'}"rr'':: ~,:·'~.~';;~·:;;::;~{ulG '.:·.~ .. C ':::~ b., 'h.,S;l'Iglil;;c~,;·~t·"1IhQ\l[d·;ha,.YeL~il" eatl\.bl.1Shed"tQ\':tnsure'!'JI~ direct contl"Oi overall ~ts in the opera~:I.on. : 

,.,- .. ~ .' ,. ~ .. 3;::! "'~', ;,!; ;:~T;:' ")~: ~ . 
, ',' .·.·!":~l'j'lJy:A:~,.gimt.~i'l: .. 8ti()uildbaV:!".Ib~~, .. ejs1;ablieh$d;:tolc~i'dfriate<'allrz t.h(,~1'B ~c'J.·o¢i'go~'1!r!lotf'j;c';thi'U qne'heMqual'tera. '::'-';:', F;·:i':"'!"".:J . ',"." "T'" ,":" ':: ,;),:!: :~ " .", ',' ,'1,1' :;:'.:",:.; .-~'."' ·'.'·r .... ' . .':--:11":'';::;: .. lJ",;':>'~~·:';"'-:.[ d.' Oontj,p.~i·~a8j,.1I:·muat:··b(l,;p~lId;on·, .the,uso,'of\;.cOIl1IIUl'Iicat:l.ons technique~. 

::. ",.,,', J.~;' ;;: ' :'.~, 

4. (C) REQ)M/iJENDAT.!:O li" 
.. :. :',:. ;.: 

All colllilithi~~n g(/p~'~e8~~thl'U on. contl'Ol.l.ing Hq rathe.l' th.an recp1rJ.ng attachecl' units ~ilttdl,l.OF~CIALCOlllllUnieatiOri with their parent' organization. . . 
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