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Desr Phuoc Binh Thanhar:

It has been & yecr now gince we have gotten our feet wet in the Ma Da
and spent our time flylng over the jungles of Zone D in our HU1B, As 1
racal) those deys of sutin~ Chinsce soup at Dong Xal, drinking beer in Tan
Tyon or sulwgda; 6 ¥ oo Juan, [ o1y thind of sovw of the mest intereoting
ene purpeseful daye of ry lire, Sut I o not wrlting vile letter for -
purposes of reculling tho "good ole days" &s much ns I um to write to ell
of the people thet formed what I feel was one of the finest and most success~
ful advisory te:ms in Vietnan, In ny travels across the country T have run
into so meny of you lhat I focl it eppropriatz snd incombent upon me to write
to ell of you giving the latest infermetion I have. , '

One of the first poople I ren into wes Welkor at the Arpy-Alr Force
football geme in Chicago., He is on reserve duty in the Chicago erea. 1.
have visitzd Bob Refferty at his homs in Sen Antonio, where I was treated
to one of the most delicious dinners I have ever hed. Bob's wife Vi, 1s
one of the finust end pretiisst young ladies I have had the pleasure to meet,
Bob 15 with the G=3 Section, Fourth Army. He says that it 1s a myth about
Army headquarters being an assignment. in which one can relax and enjoy.

At Ft Benning I ran into Ron Kuder, Frenk Liston, Ron Mullenix, Mac
McCall and Bill Silher, Ron Kuder end Frenk Listen were in the career
course, Ron was assigned to the 1lth Alr Assault Div end Frank to the
5th Inf Div (Mech) st Ft Corson, Ron Mallenix wes awciting to attend the
carcer couvse this Fall, Tom Eoyle wes in the same ¢atogory as Ron, bui

he wrs on Desert Strile st the tine of ry visit, DMeac licCell hré spant two

monthe with a brok:rage firm in Nev York until he felt "the oall of the Wild"
agedn and reusjped for the reguler crmy. He iz on instructor inm the Renger
Depertment, for which he 1o emlnuntly quulified, Bill Silber, who hes
recontly been prometsd to Lt Col is assigned to the Definse Cormittee of the
Infentry School, He learned that trede by hollng up in Han Quan, He end
his wifo had me over to the house for a herd to beat steak dinner,

I vizits Jeple Jomecen et Fort Kmoz. He ic with one of the training
ledgedss cnd 2till hes our faverite ronkey=-Fhilb. otewith him, I heve a
feoling thoush he iz looking for a new hone for our Phoue Long nete Jrmle
ves still weering bls shoulder holster and hed his olgars noctly tucked into
o pocket on the sleove of hls civilian sport shirt, I hed e delightful time
with him snd his lovely wife and some house gueste. Andy O'Meera 1s at
Ft Knox clso, I did not see hin there, but did heve him over to owr house
during the Christmes holidays while he wes visiting hls slster here at

‘vest Point., He 1s still telking sbout that "high speed" approach to Rang

Reng whers the armor was so successful in sitting on their butis and eeting
delicious "C" rations. '

Jim Ellis, the guy vhe single hencedly ¢leared the jungle znd kece the
elr strip at Remg Rang {und leid the mine fie1d): visited West Point for a
footbell geme, He 1s now en Englncer Compeny Cormender at Ft Bragg. The
Guy who brought the mines into Rang Reng, our frisndly G4 and Commo, Jim -
Steinbeck, visited ws one Saturday afternoon with his wife Jane and small
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children, Jim is finishing up the Signal caresr course at Pt Monmouth,
Jim merried over his head and has some mighty fine children. He is still
cheating at volleybell, '

I have not visited, bwt have heard from the Bragg contingent, Jim Pitts

is in the G-3 Section XVIIT Abn Corps, Homer Morrison 1s a Speclal Forces

Group X0, Bob Keenan is (ewneral Ysrborough's Aide, Frank Rivera is hanging
around the Speciel Werfere Center someplace, and Paul Lengford is with G=-2,
82d Abn Div, ‘

I've been hearing from Le Roy Fargeson, who is still at the MP School,
Ft Gordon, teoching Counterinsurgency, Le Roy is applylng for RA, I know
we all wish him syccsas., I sew & Col Bill Knowlton, wuv indicated that
Bezo Nanzrt had just come inito hls training brigede at F{ Knox as Headquarw

.ters Compeny Commander., That juet about bringe all of the old timers home.

Lest but not lsast our friendly deputy, regimental advisor and trailtor

‘to the 5th Division (jump status), Bill Miller is with the Combined frms

Division, Infentry Section, QPO, DA, Right where he belongs at the top.
I had a phone conversation with Blll earlier in the year. The Pentagon has
not chenged Blll's refreshing outlook on life,

I heve heerd very little about activities in PBT, Bill Silber the
latest to return that I have spoken to, filled me in a 1littlo., I have the
feeling that the spirlt of suocess instilled by Col Dien is not there any
more, The most dlstressing news that I have heerd in a long time wos the
newspeper story sbout the ambush on Route 13 south of Hen Quen, oclose to
Chon Thanh, Three jMmerlcan odviscors were killed, A Mcjor Joe Burkett,
presumably Binh Long Sector edvisor ent two captains~~ probably ranger end
intelllgence advlisors. I know the former Binh Long people heve a feel

for whet hacpened. I am sending a copy of this letter to Dave Thoreson at |

Ft Leavenworth in hopes thet he can find the time to £il1l us all in on wheat
has happened in PBT over the past year, I understend Dave recelved his
second purple heart not long ago. '

I have also heard from Stu Methvin and Jim Rosenthau; bath of vhom

were stil]l in Saigon at last contect, Jim wes clted recently by the State

Departnent for his outstending work in Vietnenm,

I have not heard from or about Vharrie, Lersen, Owen, Zummo and many
of the others. I did hesr from Jim Yealy, who 1s stlll in Jepan. Doc

. Gerdner ie practicling psdiatrics in Queens, but I'm certain he misses his .

montegnerds. I hear the "Worlds Greatest Fighter Pilot", by his own shy

.admittence, Les Frazler, is in Tuoson, Arlzona,

4

Open invitation——1f any of you sre coming to the Fair, we are only
one hour away. We have plenty of room and a big basement for over flow,
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If any of you ha.e addltionesl news send it to me and I will seﬁﬁ it out,
I'm not voluniecring todey, but there are meny times when I wish I were

back. .
My Best to All fof You,

G4 Nude.

P, S, The letest infonmation I have about Col Dien 1s that he is in 111
heelth, TB and malerle, and holds down the positlon of IG to III Corps.




o rBau Ca Tre, a 25 minute heli-
i  have had i,

" lagers patiently rebuilt it. But

~ .k highway 16" and caught the bus

*35 ‘the, {bespectacled chief of

T 'town square,

" "«|- Jowed they chopped off tha‘head
: ‘L of the province chief, Hence the
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WM ar-Weary Villagers
Forsake Scorched Earth

"Z;;., By KEYES pERCE

0] T

PHOOC VINE, * South  Viel
Nam — The 483 Inhabitants of

‘copter . ride north of Saigon,

Twica in two years Viet Cong
Guerrillas burned Bau Ca Tye to
: the ground, Each time the vil

: three days ago Bau Ca Tre was
-burned " for the third time and
: its people have called it quits,
3 ing thelr few household
-belon gs on -bamboo - poles
 slung over thelr shoulders, most
--0f them streamed-toward the
, hearby district . town_ of  Tan
i Uyen.' Some ,walk&d over to

.&Ion Salgon.
For Maj, Nguyen Huu Man,

: Phuoc Thanh province, - what
happencd: to Bau Ca Tre was a
'sign of the times. Unless he
. gots more troops Maj.. Man
. must abandon at least four more
. hamlets or have them go the
uway of: Bau 'I‘re.

Village BIood Bath
Actually his décision has al-
ready been made’ for him, He
< will it no more troops. There-
-fore he must abandon the addl-
: tlonal hamlets, . -3
,“ ‘Maj., Man has a'hlghly per
-4 gonal reminder of His problem.
‘tLooking out of hig office window

- L, in this provinclal eapital of 2,000
- peoplé, he ha3 an excellent view
.of a memorlal to one of  his

- predecessors mqunted\ the

Two years ago the. Vk.t Cong
“fook over Phuoe Vinh for the
f.day. In the blood beth that fol-

bmemorlal

Nevertheless, Maj. Man con-
E siders himself fortunate. “1 have
ino wife, no children,” he said,

¥'“And my mother is well taken
tcare of. If T die- nobody cnes
3 for me."”’

IungIe deeout
t v Maj, Man'is responsible for
X, one of the least desirable pleces

.y Jdifferent ambushes for possible
- |rescus (Farties Altogether an
|estimate

S o

Nam. The poverty of its soll
) matched only by the ahundanc
of its Viet Cong !
'The major's pravince is one'o
three lumped logether for coms
mand purposcs., Lighty-five p
cent of the area is covered b
jungle. This explainy why onlf
200,000 people live there, Ma
Mzn was lucky enough to dra
“Zone D" a heavily fores
area that wag a notorious Com:
munist hangout in French colos
nial days and hasn't changed
much since. .
“In this terrain the Viet Co ‘
can muster | agd.. -mov8” a;
battalion-on'fdar hours notice,"’}:
sald Capt. David P. Thoresen of
San Francisco. Twice wounded
by Communist flre, Thoresen
spent nine months as adviser to
a South Vietnamese ranger ba :
talion, - { .
A week ago the Communistl
lat government forcos know fust
how good .they were. They ams
bushed two ranger companled -
en route to the rescue of Baik
Ca Tre, S

Red Ambush

In 40 minutes of ﬂghtingth :
reduced a force of 186 mean to
99. Fifty-one rangers wem
killed.

Two-thirds of the dead had,
single bullet holes in the head!
in “addition io previously in
flicted wounds. To U.S, adviser:
this indicated. that the Commus -
nists  deliberately killed s
wounded, 3o
“This was a Iirst—rate outlft "1
Theresen said of the ambushed:
rangers, “The trouble was they
did too good a job. They 8o
dLsrupted the operations of
local guerrillas that the locals!
called for hard-core support—:
and got it.”
The Communist ambush show- -
ed every evidence of meticulous
military planning. In addition tof .
trapping two ranger companies,
the Viet Cong had laid three

1200 Viet Cong troops
took part in the operation. Most
were armed with capiured U.S:

ot yeal : estate' In South Viet

weapons, e sd
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JFK Special Warfare Museum

Charles K. Nulsen
Box 355
West Springfield, New Hampshire 03284

Dear Mr. Nulsen:

During a recent check of our records it was discovered
that there is no current donation form for the items you
donated to the JFK Special Warfare Museum in 1989.

By Army requlations we are required to have a formal
donation form on file for each acquisition. I’'ve enclosed two
donation forms and a self-addressed business reply envelope.
Please sign both forms, then return one to us in the envelope
provided and retain the other for your files.

Thanks again for your gracious donation and invaluable
support of the JFK Special Warfare Museum.

Sincerely,

- et

Curator, JFK Special Warfare Museum




' CHARLES KILBOURNE NULSEN, JR.

. Charles K. Nulsen, Jr., was born at Fort Benning, Georgia, November
md%”ﬁh 6, 1923, After graduating from Episcopal High School, Alexandria,
Virginia, in June 1943, he enlisted im the United States Army on July 6,
1943, He graduated from Infantry 0CS, Fort Benning, Georgia, on 2 Decem~
ber 1944 and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant of Infantry. Colonel
Nulsen entered the United States Military Academy in July 1945 and gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1949,

He was commissioned a Second Lieutenant of Infantry and was assigned suc-
. cessively tn the Armvy Ground General Schocl, Fort Riley, Kansas, and the
Infantry Officers Basic Course, Fort Benning, Georgia. In September 1950
he was transferred to the 351st Infantry, Trieste, where he was assigned
as a‘platoon leader. From March 1951 to July 1952 he served as aide~de-camp
to the Commanding General TRUST, Trieste. From July 1952 to July 1953 he
ST ‘again served in the 35lst Regiment, this time as a Company Commander.

Colonel Nulsén served as a Company Commander in the 511th A.I.R., 1lth
Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, Kentucky, from October 1953 to July
1935. He then attended the 1955-56 .Infantry Officers Advaaced Course,
Fort Benning, Georgia. During the per}od September 1956 to February
. 1958, Colonel Nulsen was a graduaf@;s;udent at Tulane University, New
Orleans, Louisiana. In June 1958 he obtained a Master of Arts degree
4 . 'in International Relations from Tulane Universicy. From 1958 to 1961
he served as a special forces instructor in the Special Warfare School,
3 Fort Bragg, North Carolina. While serving on the faculty, Colonel Nulsen
- was responsible for writing the U.5. Army's field manual on Special Forces
Operations and Guerrilla Warfare and assisted in writing the first doctri-
nal matetrial on counter-insurgency,

Colonel Nulsen attended the 1961-62 Course at the Command and General
Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and upon graduation was sent to
Vietnam where he served as a Senilor Advisor to the Vietnamese Commander
of Phuoc Binh Thanh Special Zome until August 1963. In September 1963 he
was reassigned to the Tactical Department, United States Military Academy,
where nhe served as Plans Officer, Office of Military Instruction, until
May of 1966.

From May of 1966 through February 1967 he served successively as che
Brigade S5-3 of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade, and Battalion Commander
of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry, in the Republic of Vietnam. From
March through July 1967, he was assigned to the G3 Section, I Field Force,
Vietnam., COL Nulsen was Chief, USMA-OCS Branch, DCSPER, DA, from Septem-~
ber 1967 to July 1968 after which he attended the Army War College gradu-
ating in June 1969.




From July 1969 ¢t Eh Séptember 1970 he was'assigﬂed as Deputy Gl, XVIII
Airborne Corps, ahd{commanded the First Brigade, 82d Airborne Division, 5
Fort Bragg, North: Catolina from 30 September 1970 to 17 January 1972. He 5
was then assigned.as Deputy Directdr, Military Advisor School until

1 July 1972 when h& 4ssuméd the dutles as Deputy Assistant Commandant of
the Institute forghlilitary: Assistarte, JFK Center for Military Assistance,

. Fort Bragg, Northi/Uholina.

ﬂﬁﬁ. L I o ' ’
‘Wb was' appointe 'Acting Director, Joint and Strategic '
Forces Directorate, Concepts Analysis Agency, Bethesda, Maryland, an
activity reporting to Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,

%ep%zﬁﬁfnt of the Army. He retired from the United States Army on May

On 20 August 1973}

From September 1975 to June 1976, he worked as an assistant to the
President, Information Management Systems, Inc. In July 1976 he

accepted a position with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission in its
Oivision of Safequards.
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Silver Star

TWO;_.Oak Leaf i:luscers' é
i o S :

Meritorious_SerﬁiceTMedal
Alr Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters
Army Commendation Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster

Vietnamese Crossfof:Gallantry with Gold Star
Combat Infantryman's Badge

Master Parachutis;'é Badge

Ranger Tab | S ' -

Vietnamese Ranger Badge

Philippine Master Parachutist Badge

Inducted into the Infantry OCS Hall of Fame, July 1969

List of Publications

"History of Miramare Castle," unpublished, 1953

“Military Aid: An Appraisal," unpublished Masters thesis, Tulane
University, 1958 : '

"Retooling for Guerrilila Warfare," rmy magazine, August 1972
"Rap It OQut,"” Armx'Digest, November 1970 |

“Light Infantry Against Guerrilla Units," published by the Army War
College, 1971

"Firepower in Practice--Asset of Crutch?" accepted for publication by
the Military Review '
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