


Stand DOWN? I thought you said .. . 

For God and country 

Gratitute ;s key 
"Nol lhil I complain of wanl; for I hive learnedrin whilever It.le I 
am, 10 be cOlltenl." Phllippialll4 :n 

A young soldier in Vietnam Ollce said thaI he would IlOt be 
contelll ulliU he gol home again. There is in man a nostalgia for 
home, family and friendl. 

The word "noslalgla" comes from two Greek works: noslos, 
meaning "return home", and algas, mealling "pain." Originally 
nosta1gla mean I an incurable sickness • inc\lIllble by everything 
except home. 

Mell overseas are glad when they can return home, bul during 
their lourl they learn Ihe vallie of relationships which they had once 
t.ken for cranted. They also learn to adjust 10 new surroundings and 
10 con(cnlthem.,lves with their work. . 

One way 10 contenl youISdf Is 10 develop the art.oJ p-atitude. 
Bul ·whal do we h .... e 10 be grateful for? Anyyone who has learned 10 
cultivate the art of gratitude will find contenlmenl and happiness in 
every situation in life, and will make the most of his opportunities. 
Even in prison Paul was conlenl because be was p-aleful for the 
chance 10 serve the chu~hes he had established by writing letters to 
them. He did nol ·fuss and fume aboul his ud plight, and he did nol · 
complain aboul his unjusl !,realmenl. 

Paul learned 10 be conlenl with his surroundings and make the 
mosi of Ihem. The I<:erel of his success was his gratitude. Gratitude 
is the key 10 conlentmenl. Be grateful, and your life will be speclally 
blessed and enriched. 

For Ihe · young soldier during these days, there will be many 
changes and . many new opportunities. It is wen to thank God for 
pasl experiences and pasl opportullilies 10 serve. Every burden 
borne, every heavy trlal endured and every difficult experience lived 
can and enlarge the human personallly. Thank God for il all . 

human made a little beller and trlal 
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Stoup'S SCOOp 

Sky trooper reflects ••• 
The lsI Air Cavalry Division is going home. Going home after almosl six years of combat duly in Ihe 

Republic of Vietnam. 
The Firsl Team, having served in comballonger Ihan any other U.S. division, can now look back with 

a greal deal of salisfaclion On Its many accomplishments. 
Maj. Gen. George W. Putnam, Jr., commanding general of Ihe 1st Cay, has poinled out Ihal 

Sky troopers have served wilh unequalled gallanlry, devotion and skill. 
Let us renecl ..... bow many limes bave w;' -7:-:-:------------:..,...--==.."..-

reflecled this pasl year ...... Vietnam .. ... half.way Vietnam ..... papa san .... . you bic ..... 300 P .. ... 
~round Ihe world .... : 365 days long ..... Bien HOI lee lee ..... beaucoup ..... the village .. ... rice ..... rice 
..... Mace .. ... Phuoc Vinb ..... Snuffy ..... . · ..... rice ..... your boolchmaid ..... a beautiful 
Dragonshead ..... Silver ~.: .. Buttons .... : Cambodia · ·people! 

. .. ... Ihe "bush" ..... you've gone a long way babyl Vielnam .... . the U.S. Army ..... Ihe lsI Air 
Airmobility ..... hooks, .... bueys .... . cobras .. ... Cavalry Division .. .... we've seen a 101 ..... 

LOHs ..... you wenl a long way, brother, and you experienced a 101 ... .. and have learned even more! 
came backl . .. ... experienced a 101 ..... and have learned even 

People ..... biood ..... sweal .... . tears ..... love more! Vietnam ..... il don'l mean nolhin .... . yel 
..... brotherhood ..... sharing ..... logehler ..... we've it has mean I everylhing ..... il is an experience 
gone a long way , brolher, and we've made it! none will forgel! 

Action ..... we've seen a 101 .. ... nol lowards an The efforl in Vietnam has been highly 
end of dislruction, bul ralher in the pursuil of a controversial and may nol be seen in proper 
goal of permitting Ihe South Vietnamese 10 perspective for many decades, when Ihe younger 
manage Iheir own affairs and live in peace ..... generation of loday is the older generalion. 

ARVNs ..... Ihey 've come a long way baby! II has been an effort 10 preserve, not ,deslroy, 
First ..... you are, brolher ..... fllSl full diVision and has faced squarely the reality of man in Ihe 

in Vietnam ..... firsl division 10 have served in all inlernational environment 
four military regions ..... firsl division-size unil 10 
win the Presidential Ullil Cilation in Vielnam ..... Each in his own hearl knows the deplh of his 
fml airmobile division ..... firsl inlo Cambodia! contribution, the eXlenl of his service. To Ihose 

A Y I Th 'N I who have fallen, we owe an unpayable debl. Those 
ear n e am ..... a ong year ..... yel a who depart the Cav for home have much 10 

short year ..... a 365 day race lowards DEROS .. ... Th h main h h 
an exlension wilh an ETS al the end : .... waiting remember. - wore ave muc 10 
for thaI mail ..... listelling 10 those "war Ilories" defend . 
..... a year .c ... will I ever make il? ..... a two--didgel Bul the one importanl lhing is the facl thaI 
rIlidgel ..... monsoon ..... rice paddies ..... togelber· we've been through il logether, in the cause of 
wilh my buddies (when you can'l be with the one freedom;and we have made il. We've made iI, and 
you love, love Ihe one you're with) ..... a year ..... because of us, olhers will also make it. Vietnam 
.how I've changed ..... no more hassles· ..... will make it . 
single-didgel midgel .... . thoughts of thaI Freedom There is much on which we can look with pride. 
Bird ... :· .. il's a1mosl overl Thank you, Skytroopersl 

. Bi-weekly 
-.,;,. - .. , ... : ., .. . , .. , 

. for 3d Bde 
The issue you now hold in . 

your hands is a special as well as 
··8 final one. lbe Cav is going 
home, and so is the CA VALAIR. 

The Garry Owen Bde. will be 
. re presented by a bi-week;ly 
(I hat's Iwice a monlh) 
newspaper. Its name is nol 
releasable as of press lime, bul 
rest assured il will bear a title 
apropos 10·lhe Brigsde. Many of 
the CA V ALAIR ', ltanding · 
features will be incorporaled 
inlo Ihe new newspaper,_s'lCh u 
'Legally Speaking', "\:avalalr 
Spotlighll' and. the 'Hone's 
Mou th.' Response to these 
columns has been favorable, so 
we inlend 10 .keep tbem as a 
service 10 Skytrooperl-remaining 
behind. Again we urge that you 
submit whatever questions, 
bilches, or opinions ·you rIlighl 
have 10 us, and we will do our 
besl 10 provide answers. The 
address to write 10 Is: 
Information Office, ATTN: 
Cavalair Edilor, APO SF 96490. 

In I his Issue 

This Slanddown issue 
contains quile a few features. 
Pages 3-5 provide coverage of 
Ibe March 26 .. Slanddown 
Ceremony, and explains how a 
Division reacted on Ihe spur of 
the .~ moment , even to the last ; 
pages 6-7 illustrale an artisl's 
concepl of Ihe CaV'I airmobility. 
Don Chapman drew lhis while 
wilh Ihe Cav in 1970. On page 8 
you will find Ihe st.ff's election 
for Standdown Gal. Who else 
bUI ·Raquel1 . 

Page 9 relales the slory of a 
Cav pilol ··who found himself 
downed in Cambodia and foughl 
for his · survival· for four days and 
three nights. · Pages 10 and II 
include articles on Ihe Cav's 
hislory, and page 12 shows Ihe 
progress Ihe Cav has made. 

Read up and be merry! 

Jm\ .. LEGALLY · 
'~.i.~' SPEAKI-NG 

By Capt. James Linebarger the resUlting trouble makes the 
Tbe Cav is going homel For cost very high. Another poinllo 

those of you who are actually . ·remember is thaI the cusloms 
getting on thaI DEROS or ETS inspeclors know all the tricks. 
flight, the besl legal advice that Be sure when you are taking 
you can receive Is, "Don'l blow .war trophlel home that they are 
it now!" properly regislered and thaI you 

have the necessary paperwode 
M. Ihe time I'OWI neuer, it ·is abowing possession. 

very easy · 10 aDow yourself 10 
·get inlo trouble. Drul-rioiallolll, M. you III to your new units, 
halrcul and uniform -riOlatiOIll remember thaI JAG officen are 
and di.srapect to _ officeR and available to help you. WhIle our 
NCO. are off ...... tliat occur primary intereol ·is military 
m 0_1 frequently .. Ihe Justice, OIU .... I ... t cOIlt.CI with 
"Short-timer'_ Syndrome" mOlt of you II in the field of 
.lrik .... Such offenaea can cause legal al8istance. But in whalever 
you to spend an exlended tour field we. are working, · our 
in VIetnam. . primary Inl ... at Is in helpllll 

you lolve Ihose lepl problems. 
For exam·ple, the day before So we ask youu, If these 

your ETS, you may be picked problems do exist, see a legal 
up for possession of 8 drug. This officer. 
would cause your records 10 be 
flagged which means thaI you For thoS!' remaining Ilehind, 
could neither DEROS or ETS. legal officers will also be here to 
Since il t.kes from Ihree 10 four help You wben legal problems 
weeks for laboralory reports. 10 arise. Ouring IlanddowDS II is 
be returned, the trial would be . very common for personal items 
al lelUl a month away. 1rus is a either 10 be lost or slolen. In 
long lime 10 wail when . you these situations, it· is proper for 
could have been · oul of tire you 10 file clalms through your 
Army. JAG office. Processing time for 

, this type of claim normally takes 
Other violations· 10 wa Ich ou I from two 10 four weeks. Right 

for are customs -riolations.. M. now a poinl of interesl is income 
you· proc_ through 90th t.x. This is due 10 be flied on 
Replacemenl Battalion and at April IS; however by virtue of 
the arrh:al point in CONUS, nry your being in a combal zone, 
det.lled customs Inspections are filing income t.x is nol required 
conducted. Articles like poncho until 180 daya arter you arrive 
linera , fatigues , pula of bome. For those who would like 
weapons, and other government help in riling, Captain Truscott, 
issue ·are contraband · items. If of our office, is the tax expert. 
found al 90th Replacemenl For · those wbo will remain 
Battalion, that may give cause 
for .YIlU to be relurned 10 your wilh the 3d Bde. (Separate), the 

JAG offices will be located in 
old unit for disciplinary action. Buildings 3107 and 3110. These 
. Many of us would like to t.ke ar e in I b e 0 I d 15 t h 

certain ilems bome wilh us bul Adminislration Co. area. 



CAY COUNTRY all the way. Sky troopers board a C-I23 to make wherever they land home. For 
Skytrool'en-of the 1st ·Air Cav" Cav cOl\ntry has been aU four t1ctica1 regions in Vietnam and Cambodia 
too (U.s. Anny Photo). 

From West to Far East 
PHUOC V1NH The formed the 5th Cav. At the 

helicopter and M-16 have outbreak of the Civil War in 
replaced Ihe horse, saber and 1861 , the unit's Hrst commander 
breech-loaded Springfield rifle, resigned 10 lead Ihe armies of 
bul the Cavalryman slill the South. He was Lieutenant 

" :-f.~nds . to the cry "Saddle Colonel Robert E. Lee. In laler 
'. P ,. "J .. . . _....... • . . years, I~e 51h would distinguish 

104 yn"':'Of'Hlatory.,.-.,-.~lt .. 1f IJI s.uch battles .s 
Across 104 years of recorded Vlc.kobe ... . . Bull Run, and the 

hislory Ihe core of Ihe lsI Air Shenand,:"h VIUey .. ·Members of 
Cavalry Division _ Ihe individual the unIt also watched at 
soldier· has changed little. The Appomattox when Lee 
man who drove Ihe communisls surrendered to General Ulysses 
out of Vielnam's Central S. Granl. The 5th IS currently 
Highlands is the same rugged, repre~nted by Ihe lsI and 2d 
determined, and professionally Battallon~ of the 5th Cav under 
qualified soldier that opened the the 2d Bngade. . 
American West in the 1880s From such a hentage the lst 

II was Ihese same C.~a1ry Cavalry Division was molded. 
Regimenls tb.t aeltled the Old But 22 years would pass from 
West· the 1st, 51h, 7th .nd 8th. lhat . Seplember 13, 1921, 
thaI oriKinally m.de up the hI O~~ation Day before Ihe 
C.valry Division when Ihe unit D,vlSlon would gel a chance to 
was .cIiVl~d on Seplember 13 prove ilself in combal. 
1921, m.king It .Imost 50 ye.~ In February of 1943 the 
old. division received alert orders .nd 

These units broughl with began turning in its hone •• nd 
Ihem • proud military history ch.nged over to • dismounled 
written on the battlefields of Ihe unit. 
Indian Wars. The Division's fltSl operation 

Probably the most publicized in tbe Pacific came ~n February 
of thcae regiments was the 7th 291h, . ~ 944, whe~ II made an 
C.valry. Activ.ted in 1866 .1 Ft. amphib,ous landIng on Los 
Riley, KIn. , Ihis is the unll th.1 Negr~s Island, part of Ihe 
General Georae A. CUster Admiralty . I~ands . of Ihe 
immortsliud when he .nd hi. BISmarck Archipelago. 
"G.ry Owen"lroopers fou,htto More Ihan 7,000 Japanese fell 
the de.th · .pinat the Sioux in before .the lsI Cav's guns, •. nd 
the Battle of the Uttle Big Hom the un,t could look wllh pnde 

Also in 1866, tbe 81h Cavalry on its Hrsl tasle of combal in 
and 91h C.valry Regiments were World War II. 
formed and elemenls of Ihose Th~ ~')' was "Saddle up'" and 
fighting units are still wilh Ihe !he divwon moved north low.rd 
division loday. ,Ia next large.1 - Ihe Philippines. 

The 81h C.v Regimen I was The P.clfic comm.nder, 
organized 10 fill Ihe need for a General Douglas M.cArthur, 
mounted fighting force 10 repel ,a~~ Ihe divlsfon t~ls mess.,e: · 
the bostile Indians of Ihe . Go to ManU.; frcc the 
S·oulhwClI. . Among Ihe pnaonen.t Santo Tomas; take 
legend.ry feats accomplished by MaI.canan PI.ce and the 
lhe 81h was • 2,000 mile march Legisl.tive BuUding." . . 
by horseback from FI Concho The order was brief but big. 
Tex ., 10 Montana ";d South AI OOOI· houn on February I, 
Dakola. Tod.y this unil Is the 1945:. "Flying Column" from 
1st Bde's lsI and 2d Baltalions the Division jumped off on • 

The 9th Cav Reelmenl: ~c:u.~eSix~:~ou~::er I~ 
fa moUl for Its unique crashed inlo surprised J 
r~onnaJaance mission wilh the defenders on the out~Po":'~:' 
D'M?n, .lao h~d Indian Wu cily .nd freed Ihe Sanlo Tomas 
explOIts In Its honla,e. This..... prisoners. The remainder of Ihe 
the unit thllied 10 the defe.t of division followed in Ihe w.ke of 
the rebellloul. A.,.cbe and the task force .nd ManUa was 
Comancbe Inbe. of ' Ihe under Allied control. 
South ... esl. The 9~h elY, The price of defeal for Ihe 
ho,:"eve~, did nol Join Ihe Japanese was high, as 14,114 
divisjon. roUI until 1957. . Sons of Nippon died in Ihe 

U. Col . Robert E. Lee battle. 
Second "Firsl" 

ordered it 10 accompany him 10 
Ihe Japanese capital, Tokyo, and 
serve as part of the Eighth 
Army's occupation force . 

The Cav performed Ihat 
mission until early July of 1950. 

In lale June 'Ihe North 
Koreans slarled a ttacking Sou Ih 
Korea and the division was 
ordered. to the immediate 
assIstance of Ihe South Korean 
government. 

The Flnt Te.m wal flnt again 
u it scored an Impressive 
victory. It roUed into Ihe North 
Korean capital at Pyongyans. 

The First Team was to score 
yel another fltSl when President 
Lyndon B. Johnson issued Ihese 
words: 

"I have loday ordered 10 
Vielnam Ihe AirmObile 
Division." 

I! was Ihe firsl time an 
American Presidenl has publiely 
announced the deployment of 
.n Army division 10 a combal 
zone before the actual deparlure 
of Ihe unit . 

The Division, now designated 
Ihe 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile), was Ihe fIrsl full 
division committed 10 Ihe South 
Vielnamese fIghl Igainsl 
Communism. Five years later the 
Firsl Team would again be firsl 
lhis time Inlo Cambodia. ' 

Colors still stand 
PHUOC VINH - Ask any 

member of thaI certain airborne 
division up north somewhere. 
He'll tell you all aboul it - how 
the Cav lost its colors in some 
Iittle·known battle during the 
Korean Conflict, and how it can 
never return to the States. 

The Scene is set just south of 
Unsan, Korea , near Ihe "Camel's 
Head Bend" on Ihe .Nammyon 
River. I! is the 1st of November, 
1950. 

The 1st, 2d, and 3d Bm. of 
the 8th Cavalry Regiment had 
been providing security to the 
north, west and south for the 
regimental CP located at Unsan. 

. Elements of the 115th and 
116th Divisions of the Chinese 
Communist Force, had been 
battering the ROK 15th 
Regiment protecting the east 
and north-east approaches to the 
city. 

With the 1st and 2d Bns. in 
heavy contacl, the 8th Cav 
Regimen I CO ordered a 
withdrawal 10 Ihe soulh. The 
plan was for Ihe 3d Bn. 10 cover 
the withdrawal. 

The morning of Nov. 2 found 
the 3/81h Cav fonned inlo two 
islands of resistance. 

The lsI and 2d Bns. of the 
5th Cav tried 10 break through 
to them from Ihe south, bul the 
dug.jn Chinese on "Bugle Hill" 
held and the 5th Cav pulled back 

The nighl brought a heavy 
bombardment of 120mm morlar 
fire and a mass attack. During 
the lull that followed, the men 
of the 3d Bn. crawled out to 
retrieve weapons and 
ammunition from the enemy 
dead . Their own ammo was 
spenl. 

The following morning nearly 
1000 Chinese were found dead 
outside Ihe perimeter. 

The night of Nov. 3 was the 
same: another barrage , a mass 
attack and then more groping in 
the dark, policing up the 
desperately-needed ammunition. 

By Ihe afternoon of Ihe 6th 
the aclion of the 3d Bn, 8th Cav, 
as an organized force, had come 
10 an end. 

This unit , 'dlsgraced according 
to rumor, was -awarded a 
Presidential Unit Cilation in 
Korea. I t also received . the 
Republic of Korea Presidenlial 
Unil Citation and the Chryssoun 
Aristion Andrias '(Bravery Gold 
Medal of Oreece) for its 
accomplishments in Korea. 
. The 3d of Ihe 81h Cav was not 

a color-bearing unil during the 
Korean Conflicl. Colors were 
kept it regimenlal-level, making 
il impossible for it 10 have "1001 
its colon." 
. So, ' leI him know how it 
really was. 

Cav patch symbolic 
PHUOC VINH - "The 1st Cav 

• that's where you sew the jacket 
onto the patch." 

The remark was prompted by 
Ihe size of Ihe 151 AIr Cavalry 
Division's gold and black unil 
patch, the largest and most 
slriking in Ihe United States 
Army. 

Mn. Ben H. Darcey and her. 
late husband Col. Dorcey, then 
commanding Ihe 7th Cavalry 
Regiment, designed the 
now-famous palch in 1921 

The 'Darceys had . al fInl 
loyed with Ihe idea of 
differently-colored palches for 
each regiment - Ihe original had 
been m.de from the gold .nd 
light blue of one of the colonel's 
old c.ps - but thaI meanl too 
many colors. 

Finally Ihey decided upon 
gold, IS the most precious melal, 
for the shield, which was to be 
formed like Ihe Nonnan shield 

10 fIl the shoulders. Black was 
chosen because il tradilionally 
represenled headquarters, 
--which maJc:es · every man fops, 
whether he ', a private or , \ 
general," said Mrs. Dorcey. 

Col. Dorcey had long studied 
heraldry as a hobby, and Mrs. 
Dorcey shared her husband's 
inte~st. Their special knowledge 

. proved . useful. The shield's 
diagonal slripe, called a "bend" 
in heraldry, was familiar in Ihe 
Anny .. the service or wound 
Stripe, bul further symbolized 
Ihe leaning ladder used in days 
of yore 10 scale c.stle walls. It 
evoked the .ncient battle cry of 
"On to Victory," 

.. For her cre.tive efforts and 
Ihe in lerest she has slIpwn in Ihe 
Cav's progress, SkYlroopen have 
bestowed upon the 86 year old 
Mrs. Dorcey Ihe tllle of 
Honorary Molher of Ihe lsI Air 
Cavalry Division. 

The oldesl of the 1st AIr Cav's 
e~ments w .. fonned in 1855 
when: Co...,..ss redesignated Ihe 
2d . C.vllry ....... Reginlent 'and 

The division scored ils second 
"first" at the end of Ihe war 
when . ·General . ·M.cArthur 

TEAM W?~!' is necessary 10 gel Ihe job done when the going sets rough. Sky troopers of the lsI Air 
Cavalry Division operating near Song Be give each other a helping hand (U.s,:Anny Photo),. : .. ... . 

~ 



Standdown ceremony typifies First Team 

1st Cav Guidon Bearers (top) form I &reeting line for visitors to the Division', fareweU cen:mony. The 
ceremony took place MM. 26 It the Cav', Reu Headquarter's lrea. Prior to the ceremony, Brig. Gen. 
Jonathan R. Burton, commander of troops, and his staff stlnd at parade rest (upper right); Ind It 10:30 
in the mornIng, Ilthough the site had been moved 40 miles with only six and I half hours~ notice, 
Generals Abrams and Putnam (lower right) walked onto the field to commence the ceremony It the 
scheduled time. 

-Front page photo and photos on this page by Spec. 4 Larry Buehner . . 

- Freedom Bird on front page by 1 Lt John Launder 

BIEN HoA - The ceremony was brief and simple, and it 
was held at a different site than the one planned six and a 
half hours earlier, but went off in the usual splendid 
tradition of the I st Air Cavalry Division. 

Simplicity was the order of the day here Mar. 26, as 
American and Vietnamese commanders gathered around 
the Cav's Rear Headquarter's area to mark the standdown 
of the Division. Among those in attendance were Gen. 
Creighton Abrams, commander of U.S. troops in Vietnam; 
Lt. Gen. Michael Davison, II Field Force commander; Lt. 
Gen. Nguyen Van Minh, commanding general of III 
Military Region; and MG George W. Putnam, Jr., division 
commander. Except for the brass sounds of the 1st Cav 
Band and the bright colors of the many /1ags, there was no 
big fanfare. . ' . . . 

That the ceremony went off was remarkable In Itself. 
Plans had been laid out for weeks to hold it in Phuoc Vinh. 
At four in the morning of the big day, all involved were 
told of the switch in sites. Reacting in the typical 1st Cav 
style, chopper after chopper flew ' workers, props, 
dignitaries and news media to Bien Hoa, and at exactly 
10:30 that morning - the time scheduled .for the ceremony 
to be~n - Generals Abrams and Putnam w~lked onto the 
field. 

Brig. Gen. Jonathan R. Burton, who assumes command 
of 3d Bde., 1st Cavalry Division (AM), escorted Gen. 
Abrams as he reviewed thl: troops. (con't pg.·S) 



Without a shot 

Cav's 1st victory 
PHUOC VINH - The 1st Air 

Cavalry Division won its flISt 
battle in Vietnam without firing 
a shot. 

Approximately six years ago 
some 900 1st Cav advance party 
troops moved au t from their 
temporary pup-tent city near the 
old An Khe airstrip to begin an 
hour-long march to the 
jungJe-eovered area now known 
as the "Golf Cour!e." 

Carrying their weapons and 
whatever brush..:learing tools 
they could muster - bowie 
knives. machetes, bayonets. 
entrenching tools and an 
occasional axe - the men 
marched in close-ordered double 
flies down the narrow. muddy 
streets . of An Khe. Silent. 
hard-eyed Vietnamese villagen 
along the street watched the 
suspicious intruden. 

The Sky trooper! made the 
one-hour march along a 
rudimentary cattle pith. and 
then started cutting through the 
dense jungle with their hand 
tools. . 

At lUnchtime. the men 
carefully packed all uneaten 
Items from their C-rations for 

the return trip . Darkness was 
rapidly approaching as the 
sweat..:overed Sky troopers again 
marched through the village, this 
time handing out left..,ver 
candy, gum, cigarettes, and 
other items from their noon 
meal. 

Adult villagers. still silen t and 
still supicious, accepted the gifts 
and left. leaving the crowd of 
soldiers and three and 
four-year..,ld youngste,,-

The following moming. tbe 
men of the First Team again set 
out. This time as they marched 
through An Khe they were 

.' greeted by $II1~es and waves 
from the adults and youngsters. 

Several Viet Cong informe':' 
were soon pointed . out to 
Vietnamese Government Police; 
one VC suspect was overcome 
by two fanners who dragged him 
to the police station. Many other 
Vi.t Cong informers fl.d . town 
during the afternoon sI.sta, and 
the aft.moon walk through An 
Khe hid all the aspects of a 
liberation parade. 

The 1st Air Cavalry Division 
bad won Its first battl •. 

LOW BIRD lligh bird t~ up In Vietnamskiea. LOH doorgunner, 
with M-60 ~cross his lap, searches for enemy IS the Cobra gunship 
comes In OD a dive (U.s. Army Photo). 

CAY PATCH on the shoulder of • plateau th.t serves IS • Fire Support Base In th. 1st Air Cavalry 
Division's AO is. sign of distinction; a welcoming from th.ak .nd • warning ht Cav has mowd In (U.S. 
AnnY Photo). 

Garry Owenfradifion 
PHUOC VINH - The Ist 'Air 

Cavalry Division's 3d "Gary 
Owen" Bde.; owner of • proud 
h.lstory, h.s tak.n part in some 
of th. toughest fighting in th. 
Vi.tnam conflict. 

After Ipendinll four months 
baltUnll the 2d North 
VI.tnamese Army Division .nd 
killinll 2,454 . en.my in the Qu • 
Son VaUty. 3d Bd •. moyed to 
Camp En..... M.rlne post 15 
mU~ northwest of Hu., .nd a 
former 1st C.y Bue Camp. 
Almost Immediat.ly upon 
movinll tber. tbe Brlaade was 
thrust into the BaCCi. of Ru •. 

Th. 2d Bn., 12th Cav (und.r 
op.rational control of the 3d) 
mad. first contact with an 
estimated NV A baCCaiion plus, at 
Thon La CIIu. a suspected NV A 
R.gim.ntal h.adquart.rs · four 
kilom.ter! northwest of Hu •. 
Bolstered by the 1st Bn .• 7th 
Cav and the Sth Bn .• 7th CaY 
and the 2/12th, the unit swept 
through th. haml.t and pre.ssed 
on tow.rd Hu •. 

Hu. 
By the end of F.bruary, ' 

1966, th. three battalions bad 
sealed off th. city to th. 
northwest. west and IOUthwest, 
prev.nting the NY A from 
resupplying or reinforelng 
soldl.rs In Hu. and forcing the 

en.my coUapse of resistance 
inside th. ancient imperial 
capital Th. battle included 
some . of the ritost int.nse 
fighting th. 1st Cav had ev.r 
seen. 

"If w. hadn't gone into the 
battl. wh.n w. did." said on. 
high 1st Cav official, "th. NY A 
might hav. bein abl. to· 

. relnforc. inside the city and w. 
would have had a much hard.r 
fight on our hands." 

FoUowinll the BICCle of Rue, 
th. 3d Dd • • sp .. rh .. ded the I .. 
Cay'. drln • Operation Pep .... -
to relieve tb. 77 -day .iq. of 
Morlnes It Kh. Sanh. Th. 2d 
Bn., 7th Cay was th. first unit to 
move throuah the lilt .. and w.1k 
Into the Clnip whO. Morin .. 
lined tb. road .nd watched. 

''The Marines seemed pretty 
happy to se. us." said MSgt., 
Jack B. Shroy.r, 2d Bn., 7tb 
Cay. "They .were standing on top 
of th.1r bunle.rs, waving at us. 
tiking our picture. and throwing 
us C-r.tions.. .. Th. relief of Kh. 
Sinh freed the Marines for 
patrols in lb. surrounding hills 
in an attempt to flush th. 
remaining NV A units from the 

Amonll th. ...licsC leadm 
was Br.nt M.jor General 
Geo'lle A. Custer. who for ten 
years led the rqlment into 
combat 'lI.inst th. SiOUX, 
Chey.nnes and Nez Perce 
Indians. 

"Garry Ow.n," the regim.nts· 
marching song, selected by 
Custer. lOunded out in sub-uro 
weath.r II th. 7th C.vaIry 
charged In .n aCCack on Black 
Kettl.s· : band of Indians during 
th • . Blttl. of Washita In 
November of 1868. 

Th.n cam. th. BaCCI. of the 
Uttl. Bis Hom. Deploy;,;g his 
reglm.nt into Ibr •• columns, 
Cust.r I.d 264 meil down the 
riv.r . . There he was surprised by 
.n ov.r-whelming forc. of 
Indians concealed in the ravin., 
and h. and h.Is foUowers were 
annlbllated. 

Despite th. outcom., th. 
BaCCI. of the LlCCI. BII Rom 
d1stIDlIIIlshed th. 7th Cavalry 10 
.. ttlnll I paCCem for fl8hlinS 
men 10 courase Ind dnotion to 
their country b.yond lb. CIU of 
duty. Fourt •• n Croop ... from 
this b.CCle were aworded th. 
Medal of Honor. 

Th. "Garry Ow.n" unit 
ar.a. uph.ld that paCC.m during 

Wh.n the 1st Cay bee.n World War .1l and during th. 
Op.nlion Delawlr.-Lamson Korean War; . th. 3d Bde. is 
216, deslrned to ICYer • major upholding it now. as it continues 
NV A supply rout. throuSh the to produce coung.ous m.n 
communisC-domlnlted A Shau d.vot.d 10 th.1r . country; m.n 
Vall.y, it was 'alln th. 3d Bde. who fight In Jungl.s, mountain 
thlt led th. wly. The brlaad. Ind th. rice paddl~ of VI.tnam . 

. moved into the yoU.y with .uch "Owen'l garden" 
opeed that th. NV A often fled. Author .nd date of the 
1 ... lnll' . behind nluable marching long ar. unlenown. IC 
equlpm.nt. fint became popular in a 

Before th. operation was one pantomime called "Harlequin 
w •• k old, 3d Bd •. had captured Amul.t" which played in 1800 
a doun 37mm Russian-mid. in Ir.land. Th. titl. is d.rived 
antiaircraft w.apons, th. first from the loc.tlon "Garryow.n," 
ev.r found by any unit in a luburb of Umerlck In lrellnd. 
VI.tnam. Only days b.fore thes. In Ga.lIc, Gonyowen mean. 
weapons filled th. ski.s Ibov. "Ow.n·s garden." Th. Fifth 
th. valley with th. great.st · Royal Irish Lancen. who once 
volum. of Intialrcraft fire 1st sang the lOng It drinking bouts, 
Air CaY1llry pilots had ev.r seen. were stationed at Gonyow.n. 

"W.'V. been nry .ffectlv.... Thomal Moor •• th. po.t who 
said . LTC Alfred B. Spry, 1st Cav wrote "The Last Rose of 
G-2 officer. "W.·ve caused him Summer." wrot. th. po.m circa 
lOme sev.r. difficulties with 1807 ClUed "The D.uSht ... of 
infiltration and the moving of I!rln," Ind It wa. suns to th. 
h.avy equipm.nt. tun. of "Glrryowen." Th. tune 

wu flf.t printed, as far as it Is 
WcsCwud known. In • coUectlon of 

The 7th Clnlry Regim.nt. ScoCClsh danc. tunes. "Gow's 
"Garry Owen." was orglott.d R.posltory of Orlainal Scotch 
July 28, 1866 •• t Ft. Riley, Kan. Dances" In 1802. 

NAV-CAV op~rations.re under w.y as Skyeroopers from CO. A, 2d Bn., 12th Cav move down a river 
near Saigon. The watermobUe operation adds yet .nother dimension to the Air Cav Division (U.s. Army 
Photo by Spec. 5 D:1·. Meyers)_ . . . . . . 

One of th. r.gim.nt·s first Sinc. th. song has b.en 
missions was the protection of associlt.d with th. 7th CaY1llry 
th. dauntl.ss seClI.rs winding for 10 many years, th. soldiers 
their way westward to new, have ~.me ~o ~e called "Ga~ 
homos'ireer the Civil War. .. . _ . Owens . .. .. 
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LOH crashes ----

Pilot fights for survival for 4 days 
by J It Ben Garcia 

PHUOC VINH - The Light Observation Helicopter 
was nying treetop level at about 80 knots. It was 
about 2:30 in the afternoon oC Mar. 10, and WOI 
Craig JeCCry Houser, a pilot Crom the 1st Air Cav 
Diruion, along with his gunner and observer, 
careCuUy scanned the Ca/nbodian countryside Cor 
NVA. 

Fot these men, as weU as Cor the Cobra crew that 
was nying highbird Cor them, it was actuaUy a routine 
visual recon mission - although no aerial fligh t oC this 
sort is ever routine. 

Suddenly the jungle below opened up with rtre , 
and the WH crew Cound itselC plummeting to the 
ground. . 

This marked the beginning oC a Cour-<lay leg 
journey for Houser, one he swears he'll never forget. 

The Crash 
"We were working north of a river and were going 

to work another location," related Houser as he 
recoUected the crash, "when I heard an explosion and 
Celt a jolt in the aircraCt. I believe we took a B-40 
rocket right in the engine. I rem.mber looking at my 
instruments, which w.re Calling as Cast as the bird . 
There wasn't even enough time for communication 
betw,een myselC .nd my crew. I r.m.mb.r thinking to 
mys.IC, 'I'm hit! I'm hit!'" 

The WH crashed on the bank oC the riv.r and 
w.nt ript into the water, .xplodina On impact.. 

WOI Orzig Je/fry Houser, LOH pilot with the 1st Air 
az. Diy. again lakes .,ock o/his 'survival equipmenl' 
as he !YcaJls his /our-day trek 10 Ul/ery (U S. Anny 
PfrDlo by 1 "-, John Ooc1crell) 

Citation the first 
for VN division 
PHUOC VINH - On Sept. 14, 1967, Presid.nt 

Lyndon B. Johnson awarded • Presidential Unit 
Citation to the 1st Air Cavalry Division. 

the Iward was the fIrSt Cor I division-size unit in 
Vietnam, , 

The lst Cav won the citation Cor its performance 
Crom October ·23 to November 26, 1965, during the 
PleUcu Campaign. During the campaign, Sky.troop.rs 
deC.lted I Vi.t Cong attack on the Plei ~ Special 
Forces Camp and spoiled an· enemy pan to attlck 
Pleiku . In heavy Cighting It Pleiku and In the la .Drang 
VaUey, the men o( the First Team killed In estimated 
3,561 enemy, and captured 895 individual and 126 
crcw-served weapons. 

The citation emphasized the civic .ction successes 
oC the 1st C.v. "While engaged In combat," the Wbite 
House said, "the Ist C.valry evacuated 3,300 refugees 
Crom· the battle are.s; provided almost 16 tonI oC 
CoodstufCa Cor the hungry; distributed more than two 
tons oC clothlns and medical supplies to the needy; 
provided medical treltment to some.450 Vietnamese 
civilians and immun~ed another 2,000 Igainst disease 
and contributed more than $2,600 Cor construction 
oC a school and improvement oC I n.tive dispensary." 

AU members oC the 1st Cav are .uthorlzed to wear 
the Presidential Unit Citation while serving with the 
division. However, only those who served with the 
division during the period Cor which the ·award was 
presented may wear the cit.tion aCter leaving the Cav. 

Although underwat.r, the 21 year old warnnt officer 
realized he was surrounded by nr., so he managed to 
get his helmet Ind his shoulder harness oCC, get out oC 
the cockpit and no at to the surCac •. H. swam to the 
bank, crawled out of the wlter, end saw the river and 
p.rt oC the bank Immersed in Cire. 

Houser beli.ves his liCe was saved in part by his 
Nom.x flight suit and gloves, which are m.de oC 
synth.tic m.terial that ch.rs before it bums. "I'm 
sold on this Nomex gear, believe me.1t he stated , ··It 
problably gave me a Cew more seconds to .void 
getting totally cooked." 

As it was, his Cace and I.n wrist did sustain bums, 
and he was temporarily blinded in the ten eye. 
Houser was aware oC these injuries as he made his way 
into the bush, stopping about fiCty m.ten Crom the 
bank. 

Drawing Fire 
He was saCe Cor a while at least , since Cortunately -

h. was on the south sid. of the river. The north sid. 
was inCested with NV A, who were still rtring at the 
accompanying Cobra, manned by CW2 Paul FotL 
Foti's .ctions w.re heroic and he was .ble to distract 
the NV A Crom the CaUen bird, in hopes oC aUowing 
the crew to escape Crom the enemy. 

"I thought oC shooting up a n.re," .sserted 
Houser, "but I was aCraid Foti would take it as just 
another tracer, and I knew the nare would reveal my 
position. Another Cobra carne in a little laler, but did 
not see me, either," 

Soon Ifter the skirmish had ended, the pilot 
realized he was in enemy tenltory, Iione and with no 
distinct Idea oC his location. He took stock oC his 
possessions, Ind Cound he had his .38 pistol, I flare 
II\lIt and I Buck knife that his Clther had given him·. 
He also had his survival compass (~I once thought it 
looked like I Mick.y Mouse ... tch ... .now I know 
bette,,"), which eventuaUy proved Instrumental in 
brinalng him back to safety. 

"I knew that I was about 20 to 30 kliks north 
northwest oC Snuol," he recalled, "iC I could fmd 
Highway 13 and CoUow It aU the way to th.t city, I'd 
be alright." 

Day I , 
So, utilizing the compass and the sun, Houser 

began his trek to Creed om. He traveled .bout 1000 
meters the f1l"St day and then Cound reCuge Cor the 
nighL He was up and moving at the cr.ck oC dawn 
Ind didn't Itop until midday. He r.sted a bit .nd then 
started moving again until he Cound a stre.m bed with 
a smau pool oC stagnant w.ter, which he drank 
anyway. Up to then, except Cor the f1l"St day when 
crossed the river, Houser had had nothing to drink or 
elt. H. decided to bed down Ibout 75 meters away 
Crom the water. 

That night was traumatic in ItseIC. "I had no idea 
how Car I'd fraveled," he r.membered, "since all this 
time I had 10 zigug because oC the terrain. My C.ce 
WIS one entire ICIIb Crom the bums, and flies kept 
circling It like vultures," . 

"PhysicaUy, I was not in good shape, but mentally 
I kept telling myselC, 'You lived through the crash .... 
you have to go on.' I just knew that If I kept a sou th 
southeasterly course, I'd be alrighL" 

Day 3 
. The third d.y roUed .round, and Houser continued 

the march. That day he started fmding hootches and 
rice caches (one cach. contained over a ton oC rice). 
"I tried to .at some oC it shelled, but il was just too 
gross Cor m .... he stated . 

He walked through sparse tre.s, op.n clearings and 
jungl.s, and at the close oC day Cound another small 
stream bed. He climbed to a knoU about 50 meters 
away, camounaged himselC well and pr.pared to sack 
out Cor the nighL That night he heard what app.ared 
to b. about three NVA walking by. They apparently 
did not spot him , and Houser did not make any 
attempt to distract th.m. 

.. AU this tim. I'd b •• n thinking about • lot of 
Ihings," the Conn.rsvill., Indian. n.tive retated, "I 
Ihought .bout my cr.w, my Camily, my Cri.nds .. .! 
had been traveling more and more each day, so I 
knew I was holding · oul. So on the Courth day I 
decided I would keep going until I found h.lp." 

Thoroughly psyched up, Houser proceeded . He 
encountered rice paddies, Criendly hootches, NVA 
hootches ("I was on the lookout , but those NVA 

. hootch.s are so weU - camounaged that I almost 
stumbled uRon them. Lucky Cor me they were 
unoccupied:), and wild roosters. His stOl!,ach 
implored him to shoot at them, but he had gone too 
long to take llIat risk. . 

Pay Day 
That morning he hit Highway 13. "I knew it was 

the highway bec.use oC its black top. I didn't know 
wh.re I was, but I Celt greaL I -decided to walk along 
the road." 

DanaeroUl? 
"Yes, It was dangerous, bul I was ."tremely tir.d. 

Anyway, halC a mile later I hit I rubber 
plantltion_.by now I was ecst.tic .... nd I dirt road 
.. hich plroleUed Hillhway 13,10 I took It." 

A quarter oC a mil. later, he spotted two 
Cambodian males on bikes coming in his direction. 
He stopped them, and after a Cew minut.s oC totaUy 
useless attemplll at communication, Houser man.ged 
to 'borrow' one of their bikes, confident now that he 
would loon reach Snuol . 

He had been riding about. quarter oC a mil. when 
he saw a je.p apl'fo.ching. Unsure oC whether it was 
Criendly or not, Houser rode his bike off the road and 
hid . As the jeep passed him, he thought they were 
ARVNs, but he still wasn't taking any ch.nces. 

Finally, aCter Cour d.ys and three nights oC fighting 
Cor hls survival, Houser ..... ·another ARVN, who 
understood enough to tlke him to the compound and 
to the proper authorities. Minutes later, he ... w what 
he later described as the most beautiCul sight in the 
world . 

"I saw this chopper land, and it had two cross.d 
sabr.s on the Cront. Then C.pL Kurtz, a lsI Cav 
patoon leader, jumped out oC the bird and grabbed 
me. Boy, was I happy!" 

Houser was flown straight to 15th Med, examined 
and showered, ·He talked to his" mother Ind Cather via 
long-<iistance telephone, who were .bout to be told 
thai their son · was MIA and assured them he was 
alrighL 

He .was nourished and sent to his unit, wh.re. his 
ovCljoyed flyil)a buddies heard the story oC the pUot 
who turned grunt Ind lived to teU about It, 

Ever Ready 
Packed and ready to go, Sky troopers prepare to board hueys that will carry them to a suspected enemy location . 
(U.s. Anny Photo by Spec. 4 James McCabe). 



ffReal spirit, style and dash" 
(con'l from pg. 3) 

Gen. Minh then placed the Vietnamese Fourragere Cross 
of Gallantry cord on Gen. Putnam, symbolizing the 
presentation of this coveted award to the entire Division. 
The Cav was previously awarded a Presiden tial Unit 
Citation and the Vietnamese Civic Action Medal with 
Palm, for its service in Vietnam. _ 

Gen. Abrams then spoke, and called the 1st Cav "a grea t 
Div.ision," one that has "real spirit, style and dash." A 
member of the 1st Cav once himself, Gen. Abrams noted 
that the Division had progressed tremendously through the 
years. " 

The posting of the Division's colors concluded the 
ceremony. Many of these colors will now be shipped to Ft. 
Hood, Texas, and will be Oown for the 1st Cavalry 
Division (Tricap). The newly-designated Division will 
assume the assets of the 1st Annored Division. 

The ceremony closed another chapter in the famous 
history of the First Team. The Anny's first airmobile 
division, the Cav landed in Vietnam in September of 1965 
and quickly asserted itself to the Viet Cong andNV A as a "" 
fearsome unit to contend with. In fact, in mid-November 
of last year an NV A unit operating in the Cav AO testified " 
to the Division's toughness when it left a warning note for " 
its comrades. The message read : "Beware of an American 
unit somewhere in this area. 11 is doing much damage to 
us. II 

. . ' . . . 

Sky troopers bearing the Cay uruu' colors (left) marched off the rleld durlnglhe ceremony~ signifiymg 
their standdoWD. Towards the end of the proceedings, Division Command Sgt. Major Gerald R. Lewis 
ordered the color guard to post, and then he cased Ihe colors (top); and, to close the ceremony, Cen. 
BurIan and his staff rendered a rmal salute (bottom). " " 

Photos on this and opposite page by 1 Lt Ben Garcia 
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Final Salum . • • 

1llc C .. 's colors are dipped, tb. color guard ·stoncb . ri&idly . al 
attention and the troops salute (top) as the Vielnamese and · 
American National Anthems are played. Aller Gen. Putnam received 
the Vietnamese Fourngere Cross of Gallantry cord (on his left 
shoulder - at middle right), Gen. Abrams addressed the troops (1 to 
r, boUom left), as LTC Maury Edmonds, C-3; Col. George Newman, 
chief of staff; and LTC John Kizirian, G-2, Usten to him caD the 
First Team ". great Division". The ceremony was short and simple , 
with only this trombone player (bottom right) and his band 
colleagues providing the fanfare. 
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'Stmuldown Stand-out Gal 
"'-...-. . " 

Standinr.~down. up. or any other position you can think of. ' RaqUel 
Welch still"naa... it where it counts · the most. Despite MYRA 

. ~ ... ...... . . 

BRECKINRIDGE, Raquel still Stands out as one of th~ best things to 
look forward to upon returning to the World. . . . . 
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We've Come a Long Way 
" ~. "Whal we had in F Troop in Ihose days were horses and mules," remarked General The horse was Ihe Cav's beginning, and is now Ihe.Cav's pas!. The helicOpter;'"The" 

. - - -', C'!"elghton" AblUl!S"co~der of U.s. Forces in Vietnam, and a fonner member of vehicle of Ihe Vietnam Conflicl, is Ihe Cav's presenl, and has WOIl for II acclamalion as 
the lit ~ (F-Troop:'7lh'eav-- Oc:tobQ-,)936). ~ thought I knew quite a bit then _ the most effective fighting unit in Vietnam. 
and somehmes I think 1 ~ew more then t1Wi I do now- but I couldn't visualize the . "It would be difficult today to visualize what the Cav will be like in another 30 
day F Troop would be gomg around In helicoplen." .. <>. • ". '" .. . .. yean,'.' Gen .. Abrams commented to Skytroopen at the. recenl Vietnam Departure 

About the only things that haven't changed in the Cav over the decadeii are the .. Ceremony'; And it. is bard to visualize what the future will hold for the Cav, if its 
previous and indicatlou of the future. 
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