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&.IGON - Patrol opePationa by the U. S. and Vietna.mese Navies have begun 

in an effort to short-stop Viet Cong infiltration into Saigon. 

The expanded patrols are part of a g&neral reorganization of forces in the 
Capital Military Distriot. (CMD). The Navy involvement is aimed at exploiting 
the natural barriers provided by the Saigon River and its tributaries on the 

eastern and southern approache& to the city. 

The Vietnamese and U. S. Navy units are conducting coordinated, around-

the clock patrols of these waterways in support of the unified effort. 

participa ting elements are U. S. Navy river patrol boats (PBRa) , 

Vietnamese Navy River Assault Groups (RAGs), Vietnamese Regional Force boat 

companies, and the Vietnames& Fleet c:omr...nd. Vietnamese pBR orews now undergoing 
training and shakedown cruises are expected to jom. the patrols soon. 

- more -



Saigon Defenses 2,-~~-2 

The unit.s involved :in the ll('?"'i' eff~"rt a:r'(~ nearly all Vie-c..nG.;:18Se Md all. have 

operated in this area befor,91l W1.1t3:, is neu o.bout their operaticrl is tlk'1t overall 

patrol plans ha-ve been set up undor ,'pere:tional cont.rol cf the GHD to cover the 

water\Tays 2.:v-ho:1!'s per da;y. 

Also net, is the involvement of U. S. Navy PBRs, ,,;li.;;;h axe patTo.Ling the 

Dong Hai :liver, 10 miles east of Saigon? tc prevent ,;ho Viet Gong ir'om moving 

men and "eapons into the (la])i tal city. 

liThe area of the river 0ove:'ed is SOJ--t, of a fumel ';:'0;:' bril16'.ng VC supplies 

into the Sai:on area from the east$' Ii sai.d Lieut.enant ~ph Santi, 0fficer-in­

cbri.rge of H.iver Scct-,j_on 551!l the tlllit condu(;'ting the Dong Nai patrolSe 

"There are lots of canals tl1::'lt lead into 'Lhe lling Ha'i frOB "'0116 Br;.st, Tl he 

expla:Lned: "Hh:L::h ma}:es it easy f01' the VC to move Sllpplies by '·.Tntor Hith 'n 

shootinr: distance of Saigon. 

"because even thouch He have been patrollIng only about t,ro "<'leks, most of 

the boats h2.ye lj8en in mo.r'~ tha.l1 one firefigh1~ -vrith the veil 
I:Nost of the fi:i?cflghts a:.~6 at :r..ight ... 'Tf ccnrse tl If he al1ded!l 1fbecau~~e the 

Viet Cong ·worl~_ be-~'t8r at night,o 

r;When Chal:'lie kn01>lS He D.!Ce DrJ. "i:,he ri.ver'!!:! the Omah2., TJebr-e~ 11ative said~ 

"he'll P('P up green 1':;,8r"s t~o "lEU or, oth()~' ve. When he dClCS this: a strike 

may be Hade O~:l hi:-~ po si'Li.cJ.~'1l Ii 

The pat,rl..)~s run from t.he PER base at N11S, Be up the Don;; Nal Ri:-.... er, east 

of Saigon. 

It was in th:'.6 area that the Vietnamese Navy, on Ju~y 2~ rec0vcc'ed a. 

250-pounci enemy ,rater mine. 1'l1e mine had been placed ""here reoe;ltl" and 

"as the first~f its type to be found in South Vietnam in 1? rr,onths. 
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SAIGON DEFENSE 3-3-3-3 

American-built Pi3Rs J turned over to the Vietnamese Navy June 10, will 

begin patrollIng the Dor.g Nui '.IlIen their crews have completed their shakedown 

training" 

11uch of the daylight PBH patrols are spent checkir", junk traffic on the 

Dong lJaL To inspect a j:mk quickly., the PBR crews probe the cargo with 

metal-sensitive sounding rods, as well as checking the manifest, papers and 

ID cards of those aboard. 

The fiberglass boats are driyen by tvTO water-jet nozz.les powered by 

twin 220-horsepower diesel engines. They carry twin .50-caliber machine guns 

forward and one .50-caliber machine gun and one M-79 grenade launcher aft. 

Two RAGs are operating closer to the city. on the Saigon River and 

the Kinh Te and Kirill Doi canalS9 where they set up mobile checkpoints along 

the rivers to inspect traffic moving toward the city. 

In addi tien, the RAGs have lar.ded or supported U. S, and Vietnamese 

troope for cordon and search operations south and southeast of Saigon. 

The Hegional Ferce boat companies, Which patrol in LCVPs (landing craft 

vechiele" personnel), ar6 operating in the Saigon HiveI'. 

The patrols are con':iuc"ted the sam,e way as U. S. Navy J1arket Time and 

Gl.me "arden patrols. RiYer traffic is stopped and searched and the IDs of 

the occul'Jants checked. 

Elements of the Vietnamese Navy Fleet Commar.d stand ready to tring in 

added firepower, if needed, in the Saigon H.::.ver shipping channel between 

the Dong Nai and the pert of Saigon. 

These units all come under the operational control of the Capital Military 

District Assistance Corrurand 9 located in Saigon. The Uo So Navy has assigned 

tHO officers to work as liaison between the predominantly Army eMD and the 

Navy units o 
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