
OPJmA'lIOl!! CWIE W.fIJIDBl 

Over halt' the Viatnalis:le C'i'tl!lien popma'th)n l.t108 south of Sa.'l.i11ltl 

in tlw r~ Dl:I7.ta - a flatlam o£ pl'onoU]lCeti ~ padd1es di~ tv 

. Gilaa of twiet!xlg eemals and wtel'l<Tays. ll'eirlg·bha "Blee l!Wl oJ: the 

World"" Slld pl'~d.uc1t1i tully OOi) .. 11alf of the COUZl~S fcad.., one ell!1 

:!,'e&t:!Ol'l Olby CGl!!Wl'l'ist a,ggz'ossol.'a ha:w matll.e this area tho~ pJ'imc:I olt3oot1v(/. 

Def'eat!l:lg this· h!l~ (!Gtel'$ed Slld elusiw fnlI!!lIV :e~qu1:rea tIm'li\l\'lUi;ing 

PI'sc:~a :i)ll tiS ~ .e:onts as p.soiblo ... (J~1IC the pspvlatil:m ~t.Y4' 
... 

these al'S e*40rdi~.v delMl'lde.. a1l.<1 tJwy. US 1'01'l.eetsCl 1a the mi:e1on · eZ 

the U.s. lfa'fyfs Oper:ation GAME WARlmI. 

In ~t10li1. GAME WARDER, ~ H\lIlI1' pata.ol boat. (l".B!:I) &re 12Sed to 

fight. V1eb'B's ri'lle:t'ilJG tXg. 'File PBll ie pa:"~ GId.ded ~ her Il!im1' 

1'~.. Small" :fast end 'limn &qUipped." • q_ tlVeJ'taiw ~ 

c~ and C!sr:~ 1Wqttent ti:llBlftY _ush$s.. Mn water 3ata at~ md p!'oJoJ. 

the et'3ft, at fl)teeds in e"mI1SG o£ 2; lwIts. At thio spGSd hez> ~ is <atll" 

!i'I1Il!1I iul;:lma. A ~ .qf . four,. usually ~tainsd by e Patty Qt'fic)Gr n..-st. 

tlmls,. ~ the bo~tta tlWl .SU .... eal1ool' 1lttcll1!la iUll» 1'~. the :;Iinalo 

af'tezo .So..o~J.bar l!IQchine gun~ en ~ ~no gull .. ~ l~&z.~ 

cd Vf1I'iollS ft'llall ~S. htl'Ol1:tng in l'aU-S, the patlrGl bus a Chief Petty 

OffieGll- 01" CcllllllissiOllIid OffiCllll" !lB Patrol Oft'ieGl!' .. 

fhGr~ $'.6 no;~ 1) River Patrol lI!el"ce ~SGS :in V1etmm. Gt"1'ete&icall.J' 

&i.tuat~ at the follw.tng plaClllS~ m.oo 'l~,. • &# Ss; Dea" Oua Viotjt ~ '!'ho f 

Hobih 2aS~3 I and nq DW-a 16 ... 19 and 20.,. and tlmIe tsl'& Ad'QlSi!ed 

&tag1ng G1too al'e located at: Ben !Mo" 'l'Im Alit Bach QUI 'fa <!a,. ~. 5hen,. 

Kinh ~ n~ !letf Bimt.~ Go DQ.u ita" omd. f!:oc !!Qa.. 'ft!srll) s;:a 250 't~ts ()V~iltel! 

and e\lWOllWd by ullprozilne.tG-ly i6;30 PDR S~~l'~.. Rivel/' lClati'c1 boat$ E:m 
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OPEBAfIOB GAllI WARDBII a.+W 

part of the PM1fte Ampb1~ Jbneo 

Opaftt1clll QAMK WARDEN vns established on March 21, 1966 .. ~ 

at'f9r Pat.lQ1 rora., Captain Ao Wo PRIcz. Jr. of Cwoudo, c.l1f., dSNlJta 

tbe ()pIrratiml tftm Ida ~ at I1Dh !bu7, DKr the If ~. 

tact10al ZODIo A7:1q JIeadquarters 1%1 Can '1'bt9 llVIo Be cont.rola dq and 

r:dght patrols, 00'IV1Dc all the -jar vater arter1ea of the Delta aD!! 

BImg Sat Spee:1a1 Zeme, a ~ lD!IJIgl'VW IIIII1"8hl.aD1 SUl'I'O'md'ng tbe 

mdD ah1PJlb!€: lane to Saigolll" the :I.ooDi 'fall atWJ'o 

'!be l'S:ves' aD! oenel- of the delta ~ tha pr1Jlu7 means of tNIal 

1%1 tbe Da1.ta aDd the ~ Madan ot the R1'Nl' Patrol roro. 18 to 

j46Nilt ~' uee of these viW wa~ tor 1;1'0(." IDOli6IltiIlte and 

1'6~" 51ght1me CNl'tewa haw been ElatabUohed flild ~ tntftc, 

1& COI1st4n~ atoJll*1 aD! se&1'Obe4o 

Ixupx'Op8Z']~ man1teated cargo and ol~ v1thou~ propel' ,..den .... 

1f1oat1oD &ftI tboroughly 1Dveat1gate4o l'1etn.zDElBl' lfatioDal Mar1t: lilt 

PolS ........ 1'1c1e man;r patrola to dd their Amer1ean CQ.mterpa1"f;s 1%1 

hmIst1gatSzl(; lIGIPJIUo On IDIIDY occmona the polJ ........... , l'ep1.aoed 

by Arma4 ProJ~ Tecla (An'.).. '!be. telllDll oona1at of I.~ JIo! 

(b-V1et Coa,i:) 1'IIll1ers who -.allmt.e.lNd to bel.p tight the -'liutao 

GAMB WARJmJ (UJduota an acti". pcryobolog!cal op81'!lt1ODa Ja'Oi1'G 1;.., 

~ 1'1(lt Coal to ra14r to the Go\l6iliiMlf> of South Viet1laao 

CUMI WIJU'.I:I unit. tult1l.l. 'I'IiI1'.Ying ~ rolsIt 1%1 riwrlDa _ 

ru. on eount1eas troDta .. Vietaame_ ~ aJld Popular J'ozw 

WIL .. 



OPEIIAf'IQI CWII WARDa ,.,.,., 

outposts a1cag the r1vers cont1nuall;r ~ bIr PBR us1atance vbOI1 

attacked b;v the Viet Coaao V1etr""... AZII\V' regu1..an u.: =* patrQl.e 

u b100!dng tm III tor their growd ..... 1180 

Idly ooutact with Vie1msmese OIl the r1wr bas pi'8Bented UD1que 

oppGl'ti.8d.t1ea tor olYie utloIl IUId JIII1Obo.1~ wrtareo Mldicn1 

Civ!e .&otiAm PIoleOt8 (}mDaAPS)~ a joSzlt etrozot Szl 1Ah1eb 1Obo.1.e ... W.ag.38 

are eeleoteCl tor medical assistance 'tv a doctor aDd b1a t.eag at 

~~ oclZlducWo 

'.rheIIe pJ."03eota are pq1JJa aftl ,. IIEI7 Yle11ZlalllB88, the FE 1a • 

""'1]001'l1li tridI4 OIl tile 1'1_1'0 1'h1a f'a't'OftlblAl ctl.1mate 18 uplolted wbIu­

.... poulbls to wSzl lIB Szloreaatng IlUIIber of 1101 ChIlB Hl.lie1'1l and ,11 .. 

orec11t the Viet CorIa p1"Opeg8llda.~ 

81'191' l'I,tro1. boat operat1mls are supported b;v ~'I ...,. lIel.Jr~pt;ers1l 

~ a1'IIB4 with ~JO nachSne guDa and w ... t.o-eurtace l'OOkotso b 

1_ ""soopt'.er CIUT.'l.ee fill eJttx-a 050 cal.1ber 'DI8OMDe gao 

11.1m.... ·SeawDlv..-, thct Ra'117 a1rIFlm open.t@ from 88WIl 80 lti .orad 

baeea in the delta, proY1d1ng f'1N 8Uppt)1"l; and zetloDl'lal101DU.. /h lP' 

U81.t ill :t.1.ft t1f~ts IIgaiDst aD8II\Y 88ll~!6Jl8 and Vi<\t Cong ."bl1eluII" 

Sannl"ll'S &lao p!"Q'!I'1d8 support tor O' ;hel' tr1eruiJ;y grouDd and 'If,te .... 

bo1'IIe units" oaJ'1'11Dg out roclI8t and atrat'!.ng Btrikaa" :re~ dome! 

pllota or o·tbera Szl ~, and ~ tor .-lical, ftaCUat1cma If4. 

WOUIIIIed per""""''' 

'l'JJerIt aTe 24S otf1oe1'8 and 1IlIIr1 I81"t'1Dg OIl theae h.\'yY hellaoptel'B 

tbzoouabout VietMao 'l'h8 helicopters are OIl interaervie(! loan fJ:aII th. 

110 80 AI!qp:,. and are the oldeat bsUoopten in ~~1"t'1oe in \~otn8lao 



~ --------------------.. " 
OPBIATICII GMt! lUlmBI """ '""' 

()peNtf.al CAMs WABDII 1JI81 .... s t1IO edd1~on" urdte lIIDOIIIg ita .".... 

SEAL feIiIIII bum the Pac1f1e Am}:il1b1ous I'oroes and Mlne~ a.t.. (tm'.) 

t1'OIil t.be Puus. MlDe Fofte" 

SEAL '1IIaI8 opel'ate m IIIIIIl1 aquad8, JIiariDg ,.:u. in,'de UDOCf11;esteCl net 

CoDe terr1to1'7o !hq 8ft h1p1;r tndr/ed m olendest1De an~1 

~ and sWDII at 88leoted tugeW to gift the Viet Coag a tIst4 ot 

8peo1a1 SEAL wpporl el_at. vlth be~ II1'IIlOIl'ed equ1pnent insert the 

IIqUIId8 aM provide t1ft IIIlPpollt ~ apid -1'7 at the em. of a m1.ssion. 

'!be ~ootp voodeD-hu.l.l.f lIB'. (IUDelWMP'qr Boata) neep the LoDa 

Tau Jtl'flQ' chlllM'J which w1ndl1 45 m1lea tbrough the amg Sat Spoe1aJ ZoJle 

to the port of Se.1gce" 'l'ha1r jrJb 18 to t1td and destrcrr 8II8II\Y IIrl IlBJI rll1ch 

thNateID both o1Y111an and m1lltar,r sh1~. A ah1p SUlIk by a ' 1IJ.~ C'eng 

m1be oould oboD this "' .. an ... ·I. and aeJ'Jmely injure Se1gcDl s clY1l 1at1 

-mv CI4 lID 1mportmt I'.ree Wor~4 supp1;v route as vall. 

1'hen arB 1SO ott1cera and IlI8D ll81'V1:lle abo8l"d MS.'. 111 Rha Be" j~ ... 

milea eouth ,Qf Sa1gGDo 

Ope:ration GAt·1E ~ilRDEI outva1ghs the other. Jo1ntl.7" the elements .!lI 

be as csam:v as I;he Em8ll\1 and an CIOZI8tant'~ aware 01' the ~eB 

theizo actten rrq haw on the cUv.'.ded loyalties of a val' tom people. 

!b1s s.. a b1g joht 

(D.IC.I!I4BBIl 1968) 
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&prSl10 

AprUl9 

Mq16 

.. , 

...... Rl,. Pat1oQ1. Doat4I (PllIl'.) U'l"1wd m 

&ICWI.'tirJ ~ uea in OperatioD GAME WARDJIII, hued aboard 

tM «look landing aMp U8S Bell. G1'Ove (LSD-2). 

b na1a 1Iegan Operation OiNE WAlIDDr patzol. on 

tile I4Ig 'l8Il Rl'VW, UIe fimt operat5nneJ appearanGe 

fit tile ...o...-mtl"Oduoed tIl'8ft. 

Bu1Ior CD.earaDoe 1Izdt ODe U'1'1wd in ooautt:t 

aDd 'bIsaD operaticm !'rom Cat Io near V\mg 'l'co 

tea ClDIt 18 the sol'llage comptment ~ Tuk ll'o1'a8 1160 

'l'IID PBR'. operat1ng f1'CIIl the Gae WUden base 

.\ Ocl !bo wen ambwilla! bT the V:l.et Ccag on the 

nu .. 1l'V'8l' '3 m11etJ 8O\lthveIft ~ Can '!'bo • . 'DI1s .. 

vas the t:lret of I11II%I1 t'1re tlghte 1lnol~ PBRt 80 

Six PBRls mte1'l11oted what appe8nd to be a 

11&)11' 'fte\ CaDs r!:JUr Ol'OslliDg attempt ~ ., 

~ Two V1~ Cong ""1"8 coDfime4 kUl.ed aDd om 

.1III;Iaft WIIB C4ptw.'edo Th. th:tee-b.our battle took 

p1.aoe OIl the My rho RlVtl4', 45 m1les IIOUthveR ot 

Sdgmo On several. ooo8ed,oll4 the boats came UIliler 

hIaav1 automatic wapena £11."8 as the Viet Cong tried 

to d:ri .... them~. At 0110 pohlt in the acta&, 

arUl.l.IIr,r vas oalled aga1wst • Viet Colter poa1tlon 



OPEBA'rIOJl GAl-IS 1lARDl!3 2-2-W 

SepteIiI'be!II' 19 

October 6-18 

\Ihieh \IU su.bsoquan~ aUenced. A U.S. ArDtr 
be] soopte1" tire tean was also called 1n to suppress 

~ t1Joe. 1'he U/lYy boats surtG1'ed l18ht damage. 

lbere wore DD tri~ perannnel ouual.t1eso 

U.S. lTCL't'Y pUote of'f1 aSa",. took oval" operation 

of the tm-1B "Bu87" amed helSoopters ~ ill aup­

port of Game Wal'den. This vas the firBt Na'V}" oombnt 

uee of this type helioopter. 

Kight U.s. Nuy River Patrol Bonta (PBals) based 

at Vi%ft Long am. tV 1'bo, oonduoted a speoial operat1clD 

IlurbIg which tbq huIlted the Vtet 00Dg IlC1'OSS the 

tlood-eV'Dl'en oanala and n'tDerged rice paddies ot 
K1eo TuoIIg Prov1Jloe. Units 01' the operation veat 
into areas 1'eu Vietna!Dese end no U.S. Forces hnd 

proeyJ,oualy penetrated. More than a ton and 0110 

half of VIet <long rice was oaptured by the Navymeu. 

and VIllI turned over to l'1ood v1ctwo 0n:I.Jr Ueht 
contact with the Viet Gong was reporte:l during the 

operation. In all, threG Viet Ccmg were kUled and 

tvo woUDded. There \1OZ'e DO trit!lDdl;r casualties. 

rort~tbrM Viet CozIg E'smpens and seven junke 

were tNDk 1n a 1"IlIIn11Ig three-hour battJ.e by' Nav,y 

C1'9WS of armed tm-1B "HueJr" helicopters snd PDR's. 



OPEllATIOlf GAl-IE WAJmDI 3-3-3-, 

Jfo'nmber 11 

!lie PBll'. apl'Illlg a trap OIl a najor Tiet CoDg troop 

aro.eSJJc atta:spt; on the My Tho Ri'Y8r in the Mekxmg 

Delta~ appro:dDate4r 47 mlles .outhwest of Saigon. 

In ea OJ.' of 75 sampena and junks, tDaJl7 08lT,7'1ng 

~:med en~ troops, ware lIighted b.r the 

PDIl Gl'OW8 in one of the largest Opentlem Game Wal'dc 

act1au of the Vietnamese War. There were no tr1E1t1dl7 

ouualtiea aM only llght damage vas 1ntllcted on the 

PBR'e lIT intalse ene!I\V tire. Two of the seven jImka 

8UDk were bel1evod CtU'Z'1iJIg explosives. One jul:lk9 Wen 

hit lIT U.S. tire, exploded in a huge aecorxlu7 axp].esion. 

!be V1et Cong I!I84e repeated attempts to B1nk these 

larBe junks to PNftZlt their oapture. 

The f'irst of the Bpeo1all~ Geme Wa:t'dell 

talc '''''''Sng ahips, USS Jmn'nga County (LSToo/346) p 

II1"1"ived at Vung Tau and rel1ewd the doolt lend1ng 

sh1p (LSD) as support. ahip tor U.S. Ha-r,y -PDR' •• 

N1De Viet Cong 101c.rG Idlled IUld a quantity of 

a-v mnterial capturod in the first major fire 

tisht OIl the Ham Luong R1~. The action 00GQl'Ted 

Dine Idlell dDwn streaJll !1'0111 the junctiOll ot the llam 



J0DJa1!715 

IaII!g ad ~ R1V81'8 when the PDR's hom Jotr tbo 

iDttml10ted an anGIIII1 riftr Cl'08S1na attempt;. 

!be 2,300-ton dredge J'ama1ea ~ vas mined by the 

Viet Ccmg at Dong TIIJIlin the l-lekDrlg Del.tao ~ drec'Ige 

loU 8IlIlk by at least two large, oontrolled mines plaDed 

CIl either side ot the hull. 'l'uenty.AmerioaDa and tbe 

YietJlsJl8so wre on board the o1v1l1aDoowned dredge 

at the time of the mining. Salvage operntiOJIII .vere 

begun 1mediately by Harbor Clearanoe Unit One (1lCU-1). 

PDR's based at IV Tho eugaged at least three main 

1'ozooe 00I!IpIU'liee or a Viet Oong battalion in the ll81'I'W 

Bam 'DIan ohnnnel north ot Ngu lI1ep Island. '!'be boats 

came 1Dldsl" he&'V7 autollIat1c WGaPOJ18 and I!lOrtar t:l:n 

'ban both banks ot the river and took small ems t:l:n 

flail two .sampans. Art1llery" heUoopter and 1'1J:ed,. 

v1JIg a1r Bt1'1bls hit the eneI!W poait1cma. The POO's 

ldlled mna Viet Co2Ig and uounded three. N1De 

sampma uere sunk, 17 structures wen destroyed an4 

11 othws damaged. One PBR boat oaptain llaS Idlledo 

7hree other PBR crewmen were lIIOUDdedo 



GaE Wardell unite teamed With 11.S. ~ torces, 

V:l.etnaDD89 Regional Forces ODd Rtver Assault Group 

(BAGe) in a rapid reaction opel"Iltion on a V1st Cons: 

tlUPpl;v depot west ot the Ruag Sat Spec1al :~o Four 

V1st Cong were !d]1M and at lea~ I/J othe:rs ~ 

observed to tall UDier the heavy tire. Ont riwr 

patrol oratt (ATe) (act1Dg as m1nesweeper) was hit 

b,y a ,.. reoo:Ule88 r1t:le 1'OUDd. 'fvo U.S. Navy 

p&rIIIODDel were lo.'oUllded 1n the action. Ten casos ot 

m were destroyed 1Uld.9,000 poutldII ot riOlt, I/J 

pouIJIla ot dooUllleDts, unitOrtll8, a large quallt1ty of 

cloth, ard m1scelltlnaous material were OIlP'~ 

'1b!.rt7 suspeots were deta1nerlo 

'fvo u.s. Navy PBIla suttered heavy oasualt:l.ea 1n 

tI V 

a 1:utt1s with eMlI\Y t.roop3 armed llith autolaat1c 1f'9:~poJI8 

aIld recoUless rifle.s. 1'he action took p:L1C8 C<J1 the 

IIaI1l Luong Rtw.r 60 lDJ.les 80tlth ot Saigono The attack 

began vltll a reooUlrJa r1f'le round landblg on the lead 

boat 1n the midst ot the crewil !dlJ1ng thrt~. Another 

crewman vas ldJ.J,ed vhUe roa~ bis wapm to return 

tireo 'l'he O2lly surviv1l:!g Cl'fI1oIID9D took 



.TuDe 10 

JuDe 17 

J~8 

tile ~ using the engines ror oonUol. _ steaL-ad 

tile boat clear of th" tmq' fiN. Itnled Ilbcazd 

tJJe aeoODi PBR vas tho National Policeman who vas 

".'goad to the msaion as 1ie.1saa offioer. Though 

all t.be aeoond boat's crew \lere wounded, theY' ecpt1ed 

all of their maohine gun 8llIIIUllition and grenades 1m:.o 

the ~ pollit1.ons \Ihile I'lOviDe out or the attack 

lI0II8. lighter l:.anbere and belioopt:.er ffUIlShipe were 

a.Ued in to str1ke the enamor polllitiOll8. Three 

st.ruo\ures were destroyed and six d.a!naged by the 

~. 

The lbmg Sat Spet1ia1 ZolIe Vietllll!lle8e Commando. 

were tomed. 1·!ar12w Corps Staft Sergeant SIUIlWil M. 

Gar.1aDd of Ale:x:andrlu, Va. 101M the rlrst advisor to 

th1a elite g1'O'Up. 

V.S. Navy armed mllooptars stopped an attompt 

by on estinated 200 VIet Cong to overrun an out post. 

90 mUos 8cmthwst or ,jaigon near the mouth or the 

DaIJ8IlO Ri'VtlZ'. Una.<l1' 1n:'.ense fire trom the heloa, 

the 0Jl8C\1 broke off tho r.lttaok. Ther. \191"8 no fri«!d]7 

ouual.t1ea 0 

A U.S. Navy Ri.\"er Pat,rol Iloat and s. Navy Sel!lllOlt 

amsd hel icopter t!JaI!led up vith junka or V1etnamell8 



ll'av Coastal O1'Oup 35 to support a 0("'1-"17 of Viet­

rn •• Am:! 8O""ezoa as tba7 lrtlJed :0 ~ ODd 

a.ptun4 a DlJlllbar of veaplZS in the V1JIh B1Dh Sector. 

aa. u.s. Nav PBR saUar vao k'lled when the VietrlsJDeae 

31mb 8IId the PEIl's ware talam UIlder heavy enemy 1'1N. 

!be u.s. llav Base at llha Be _ Ullder beaV)" en8ll\V 

.,rter, 1'OOket and reco1ll.oas r1f'le attack at mid.-

1ISgbt. ':rwenty.-tour U.S. par.,annel ~ woUDied, noDe 

~. PBIl and M1lIeneep1ne Boat c:revs got tbe1r 

eratt ~ and ~ from the barrage in onl¥ 

a tw m1nuteao '!he explol!1ng 1'OUDds damaged watel'>­

hont b d 'd1ngs and the PBR piero 

!he NtmIl Dase at Ilha Be 0/ll!I8 UIlder attaak for 

the aeocmd t1lle in three days. 'l'be 1rle1' e~ 1'9OOu.-
lasa r1f'le atteelt resulted in no p3l'8Oml&l cu-

wUes, end o~ minor I!lI1ter1.al damage. Tho 'b!uItI 

vas hit with 7Sma rsooillesa r:1.f'le rotmdso U.S. 

Na'97 umed Seawolf helicopters, joined by ArrIrT 

a1.rcrafi countered the attack with rocket and 

_clrh. gun tire. ~ casual.t1ea UDknoVllo 

two U.S. Navymsn wre ldlled ODd four othere 

1IOUDI!ed wen their tw-boat GuIe Warden pat1'Q1 eIIJlI8 

~ 



" .. 

OPmAfIOH GAME 1lABDI!B 8 8 8 8 

N0'V8mber 1 

tIDier hea;r ~ autolJ8t1o veapons and 1"OCkBt 

attaok in a canal ott tile MekMg Ri vel' 49 mlle. 

southwest ot Saigon. EDter1Jlg the canal. the PBR's 

uere hit by sniper tire. A Navy SeawQlt b,.,'COpteao 

sorambled to the area to escort the boats out ot the 

canal, but before the lead boat could eat olear, it 

vas hit by an eneIIW B-4O roc1oet. The explosion 

ld]1ed the coxswain and torward gunner, b1.ev the 

",",,'n'ng crew overboard and set the boat ablaze. 

The other boat p10ked up the injured and a Vietnsmese 

Nav River Assault Group unit salvaged the \lespons 

f'rom the beached and blrn1Dg PBR. 

For the t1rst tilDe, American toroes struck at the 

b1rthp1 ace ot the Nat1C1lal Liberation Front (Viet 

Cong) as the U.S. 11obU,e Iaver1ne J.Po1'o8 continued 

Operation Coronado V. Land'ng craft and gunboats 

ot the Nav's River Assualt lI'l.otUla One moved tlIo 

battalions ot infantry troope from. the ArrI7' s 2M 

Brigade, 9th Division to an area 50 miles south­

soutbweet ot Saigon near An D1nh V111age in Kian. 

Hoa~. 

U.S. Nav,ymen begin U.S. Naval. Ooesnographic Sw veJi 

ot Long Tau River with soientists and engineers or 



lfo.&JIbe&o 21 

Jan\1.U7 13 

;rAIl 31-MAR 12 

J'e1:4'ud7 28 

the u.s. !laval Ooeanographio Omceo Iastorie~p 

W. OpeJ'llt1on mq be the IJX)st haaal'dous oceanographic 

8111"987. 

!lav recognisu Lcm Donald Do Sbeppe:rd of Coronado, 

c.u.t., Conrnander ot River Div1.1on 51 ail B1nh '1'hu;r 

t'or hill 1nnovati<ll1 ot "The P'lamqfArrov· Oll boflZ'd 

river patrol boats as an effective v9aJ?Oll 8I!a1nst 

the Viet Cong and his fortificatiQDII. 

P1'es1d6llt Jolmaon }l1'8l161lted tive Navymen 1dth 
., 

meda.1s at Cam Ranh Bq, RVN, duri.I:IB his short stop. 

Oftl'. Captain Pa1l1 N. G~ (OT!' 116), LTJG Samuel 

lU-ees (RIVSEC 512), and m3 Ml.chael. MeelaJ (RIVSEC 511) 

recW.ved Sllver Stars. 

First Hew Mark II river patl'ol boats (PER's) 

recnived at Saigon. 

~ 'ret ottensive, River Patrol Boats (PBRI.) 

P'ltroled. the Hu1ang (Perf'ume) River nes.r Hue, the 

o~d capitol. of Vietnalll. River Section 521 eecorted 

811~ ship!! and free world ships to combat arau 

al the Perfume Rivero 

.' 

" 
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lime 10 (,1' 
/ 

August 12 

'I. tM t1rst LS'l to NOO1'4 2,000 OO!UI8011t1ft 

eoe1dent f'Ne bel.1ooptcr 'erd'np in the histoZ7 of 

the DaV. USB J .... 'nge Comt)' ia a auppol't cnf'tin 

OperutiOll Game Vardeno 

A turn1JIg point 1n the Vietnam war was reach"" 

tdIeD the Vietnamese N!l97 &SIIIIDed emlusiw 1'88JlODo-

81bU.1t)' tor clearing I!CIIIDgnd-detonated I!I1neg i'1"CIIII 

the stratesto Long !au River ehipp1Dg cbam ... ] to 

SaigIm. 

U.S. Nav river patl'ol. boats (PBRts) of 

Operation Game Wardell began patrol.l..1llg the upper 

Mekong 9lId. DasIl84 RiV91'8, near the Caxabod'an Bo1'dero 

1'he PBR'. vere stat10ned OIl I40bUe Base II, IlUH-16o 

'or the t11'8t time 1n Gpe Warden's short histoZ7 

a river patl'ol. boat was rerunt af'ter being usessed 

lLt eighty peroent deet1"CJ19do On this date, PIlR 130 

w.a lsunahed for the second t1me b7 Naval Support. 

Aotivit,' Detachment DiDh '1'Jm;r. 'DIe boat vas 

~ in II. reaoUless ritle attack on a River 

Section 511 patrol. at Cbau Doc. 

Vice Admiral Elmo R. ZlDIIlt, Jr. sssumed tWl!!!I!!nd 

of the 38,000 U.S. N!l97 and Coast Guard p8rsOllIlal 

IICIl"riJIg in the Repul:ilio ot Vietnaao VAdm ZUmwal." 
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October "1 

Ootobar 15 

Ilovemboz- 1 

I'8l1ned Bear Adz:dral !eaneth L. Veth 118 Connander 

U.s. Ifaval FOrGes. Vietnam. 

Secretary ot the Navy Paul R. Ignatius presented 

the Presidential Unit Citation to the men ot the 

RS.ver Patrol Force who operat-.rl in conl1guous \later. 

t1"CIIt Mq 1966 to June 1967, in ceremonies at ll1nh 

'l'bu;y. 

I&w24, a tloatillg workshop, was transfarred ·to 
tJ» V1etl1Bl18SG Navy in oenmonies at the VietnameSG 

Uav headqusrterI!I in Saigon. VAdm Elr30 R. Zumwalt, 

Jr. Cawmender Naval PorGes V1etllaln presented the 

boat to the Vietnrone.SG. This was ~he first transfer 

of U.S. Navy assets to the Vietnamese navy. 
At least 20 American and Vietnemoso 1I1lvymen lrere 

1d.lled __ _ 
uheD two explosions ripped 

Separate holes in the side of the HabUe Riverine 

10rce IIllPPOrt ship USS Westchester County (I.ST.,,67). 

Nineteen uos. Navymen and three U.S. Artrry soldiers 

also were wounded by the blast. 'lhe incident 1I1l8 

caused by YO m'n1ng. 

The U.S. Navy allJlOUDCGd Oporation Sea Lords, a 

new ofi'ena1ve effort designed to interdict en~ 

• 



.. 
~ 

..... *'= deeP 1D SOIltb · n.tncat • XftIoai Dal1:1t • 

... If raU.cm brough\ all tm.e ~ opel'at1:ilg 1"01'Oea 

.... ~ h"ftstziSm qetha:r. to patrol seldom 

t e l aeas south and 801.lthwest ot Sa1goD. Jobblle 

Be L 1broeC'1'Ji1'1, JI.1Te1' PatJool l'tmle ctF116, ana 

.swi.n. o!'''5 all are part1c1patil1g in Operatibn sea 

~. 

De I '.' l. % ~ "Giant 8]1Dgehot- begaD. More than 

(DEClHBER 1968) 

~ u.s. II4'fT PlltJool boatls (PBatli a1Id ASPB's) 

amJiZ Jat., the 1IP-ebap*i oomplax ot DaftOV l'i'Pei'S 

vltlllD 15 mUee of Spigon. CflIlteNl on the Valli Co DoDg 

iIDLt .,.. 00 1!a;t R1vere. wh10h w1Dl \Ie8tvard b'OIll eouth 

of 8d&oa ~ the IIPIlZ'l'Ot'a Beak- sect.1cm 01" the 

C.W1.,. Bolode:r, the operaUon V!1B designed to ~ 

diCIt eneIIII.1 ~!ement of pct"SOll"eJ _ logiat.ics into . ' . 
South V1etbaia. lttnesweepers (MSM's) c4 the Navy's 

Gam. Warda lU,."ei- Patrol. Vorce a1Id oJ Ellieftts ot the . I , 
lU.ftl' lssault'l'lotma (CTJ' "'1) alSo pe.rt1oipated m 

Opo:rattOn ·Gi!plt s:J..iDgiIhot··. , 

AD additicrla1 two JI.1ver DivisiONs vereadded to 

the orig.'!jne' ~ pattto1pe;tillg in IIGLmt Sl1Dgshot". 

rza a4d1t1cD, U98 IIamett 00UD\J' {;I.s1Iooe2t) 1IU relocated 

to pe:rt.lC1pate. 

,.30-
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I BUNKER - BJmKER BRIEF 

SALUTATION (IF }JR. PICIOiDlG ACCOHPANIES , lIE VISITED GAM8 ,IARDEN AND VIAS BRIEFED ON 9 JUL ) 

A SHORT PRESENTATION OF OPERATION GAHi:: l.fARDElI, THE U. S. NAVYS PARTICIPATION IN THE RIV"'..R PATROL FORCE/TF 11 6 . 

- IDSSION-
TH;, FOUR BASIC HISSIOllS OF THZ RIV:R PATROL FORCE AS TASKED BY OUR OPt:RATIONAL COI·lJ.IANDER - CNFV ARE: 

1. CONDUCT RIVER PATROL, VISIT AND SEARCH AND SURVEILLANCE TO ENFORCE CURFEUS 
AllD PREVENT ElCEl·lY HOVENENT , RESUPPLY AND INFILTRATIon ALONG THE Dr:LTA SSTUARY COAST 
AND ALOKG HATERHAYS OF TIlE DELTA. 

2 . CONDUCT HlNE COm"TERJ.!EASURES IN Tim RSSZ AND DELTA UATERlIAYS . 
3 . PROVIDE SUPPORT TO CTF 11 7 (HRF) mTHDI TIE CAP ABILITIES OF OUR ASSIGNED 

FORCES. 

4 . PROVIDE SUPPORT TO SENIOR ADVISOR IV CORPS. 
RECENTLY RIVER PATROL FORCE HAS BE.::l1 ASdGNED 2 ADDITONAL TASKA : 

5 . SUPPORT TO CG Cl·IAC n; DEFEllS:S OF Cl-m. 
6 . ESTABLISlfl.IENT OF ROUND-THE-CLOCK BARRIER PATROLS ON THE UPP:::R ~:EKOllG AND 

BASSAC RInRS TO PREVENT FURTRlill INADVERTMIT CROSSINGS OF THE CAMBODIAN BORD:sR BY 
ALLIED CRI"FT __ a.. __ IWI!.~." 

- ASSETS- (5 DIFFERENT TYPES ) 
THE RIVER PATROL FORCE PRESEIlTLY HAS 200 PBRs , 22 (UH- 1B) HELOs , 4 LST, 7 

HINESvlEEPERS AND 6 SEAL PLATOONS ASSIGNED. THESE ASSETS ARE POSITIONED FROI·\ I 
CORPS l-11lERS WE EAINTAIN 20 PBRs , TO THE RUNG SAT HHERE ,IE HAVE 50 PBRs , THE ImlE­
SlIEZPERS, A !lEL0 FIRE TEAI·\ AND A SEAL PLATOON AND A BIT CLOSER IN THE DELTA , 130 
PBRs , 6 HELO FlIRE TEAI·:S AND 5 SEAL PLATOONS . GAl-IE HARDEN SHORE BASES EXIST TIl THE () DELTA AT lIY THO , VDm LONG, SA DEC, AND THE FORCE HEAlXlUARTERS AT BINH THUY . ~ &.rt" ~3L5r 
IS \!!5S~ l·iJITH 10 PBRs AND A HELO FIRE TEM! CONTDlTlliLLY LOCATED ON THE HAJ.! LUONG, 
CO CH:DEN AND BASL.AC RIVERS . TIERE IS ALSO AN.'.FLOAT BASE AT THE CONFLUENCE OF THE 



( 

,,,,.,I 
MY THO AND HAM LUONG RIVERS . IN JULY, HE RESTABLISHED, A PREMANENT PRESENCE IN 

~mAT WE CALL THE UPPER DELTA. A UNIQUE MOBILE BASE HAS ANCHORED OFF CAMP TRUONG 

THOI NEAR TAN CHAU. ITS A COMPLETE SELF CONTAINED BASE AND THE SECOND ONE OF ITS 

KIND TO BE USED BY THE NAVY . MB I WAS STATIONED IN THE I CORPS AREA IN THE PERFUME 
~f 

RIVER AT TAN MY IN JAN OF THIS YEAR . THESE BASES CONSIST OF 6 SECTIONS: 

. 1 • OFFICES, ARMORY , OFFICERS AND CPO BERTHING, COMB CENTER & SICK BAY . 

2 . GALLY & THANSIT QUARTERS - HELO PLATFORM 

3 . ENLISTED BERTHIK'G - HELO PLATFORM 

4. HAINTENANCE SECTION FOR THE PBR 

ALL UNITS ARE AIR CONDITIONED . IN ADDITION TWO SHALLER SECTION CALLED AMHI­

PONTOONS SERVE AS FLOATER PIERS lHTH ONE FILLED WITH FRESH WATER/DIESEL FUEL AND 
THE OTHER JP- 5 FUEL FOR HELOS . THIS BASE IS EQUIPPED TO SUPPORT 10 PBRs , A LHFT 

AND A SEAL PLATOON . WITH A TOTAL POPULATION OF NEARLY 200 , THIS REPRESENTS THE 

LARGEST U. S . BASE IN THE BORDER AREA OF IV CORPS . 

AS PROGRAM V ASSETS ARE DELIVERED, ADDITIONAL AFLOAT BASES AND PBRs 'VILL BE 

ESTABLISHED IN THE VICINITY OF LONG XUYEN WITH 10 PBR IN SEPT AND CAO LANH IN JAN 

69 WITH 20 ADDITIONAL PBRs . THE RIVER PATROL FORCE IN 1966/67 HAD UNITS IN THE 

LONG XUYEN/TAN CHAU AREA HOWEVER IN JULY OF LAST YEAR THESE UNITS WERE RELOCATED 

TO THE LOWER BASSAC AS A RESULT OF INCREASED ACTIVITY IN THAT AREA AND A CORRESPONDINI¥ 
DECREASE IN THE UPPER DELTA . FROB JULY THROUGH DECEMBER 1967 , SMALL PATROL UNITS 

4 OR 5 PBRs WOULD CONDUCT RANDOM PATROLS IN THE UPPER DELTA . THESE PATROLS ~/OULD 

OCCUR EVERY 2 TO 4 WEEKS AND WOULD LAST ABOUT 5 DAYS ~SUFFICIENT TO l{AINTAI~ A 

FRESENCE UNTIL PROGRAM V DELIVERIES PERMITTED PERMANENTLY BASED RESOURCES IN THIS 
AREA . 

AFTER REVIEWING INTELLIGENCE ON INFILTRATION ACTIVITIES DURING THE CHRISTHAS 
AND NEvI YEARS CEASE FIRES LAST YEAR , CTF 116 POSITIONED TWO PATROL UNITS COHFOSED 
OF 9 PBRs AND A SEAL PLATOON II. THE UPPER DELTA AT THUONG THOI AND CHAU DOC TO 
DETECT AND INTERDICT INFILTRATION DURING THE TET CEASE FIRE . THE EVENTS OF THAT 



PERIOD ARE HELL KNOWN . BET1>'EEN TET AND THE END OF JULY 1>'E CONTINUED OUR PERIODIC 

PATROLS IN THIS AREA Al:D BY COINCIDENCE WERE AGAIN I N CHAU DOC OF THE 5TH OF MAY . 

ALTHOUGH THE RIVER PATROL FORCE IS A U. S . COM).!.AND, I T ,10RKS CLOSELY ,lITH MANY 

VIETNAMESE MILITARY AND CIVIL AGENCIES , AND AGENC I ES OF THE U. S . MI SSION AND 

FWMAF , I NCLUDED IN THIS CATEGORY ARE CUSTOMS SERVI CE , NATIONAL POLICE, MARITIME 

POLICE , REVOLUTIONARY DEVELO~mNT CADRE , CORDS , AND OF COURSE THE MILITARY SIDE OF 

THE HOUSE , PRIMARILY RF -r PF AND PRUs . 

ONE POINT THAT WE FEEL I S SI GNIFICANT IN OPERATION GAME WARDEN AND THAT IS 

OUR CONTRIBUTION TO PSYOPS . WE ARE PROUD THAT OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THIS AREA 

AND THE EFFORTS EXPENDED GREATLY EXCEEDS THE NECESSARY COMBAT FUNCTIONS WE PERFORM. .. 
WE ARE IN AN IDEAL POSITION TO CONDUCT PSYOPS AND CIVIC ACTIONS AS \-/E ARE IN DAILY 

IQ'r1 CONTACT WITH THE PEOPLE OF THE REFUBLIC - LAST YEAR OUR PATROLS ENCOUNTERED ALMOST 

3 MILLION PEOPLE ON THE RIVERS AND WATERWAYS . AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY ,~ ATTEMPT TO 

ASSIST BRIDGEING THE GAP BETWEEN OUR CULTURE - WHETHER BY A SMILE AND A KIND WORD 

OR BY BRINGING IN A VII MEDCAP TEAM . PBRs CONDUCT AN AVERAGE OF 100 ~mDEVACS EACH 

110NTH, AND IN FOUR INSTANCES DURING THE PAST YEAR WE HAVE COME I~ A CLOSE SECON~ 

IN RACES WITH THE STORK . 

ONE INDICATOR OF AT LEAST PARTIAL SUCCESS IS THE INCREASING NU}ffiER OF CHIEU 
~I HOIS RALLYInG TO THE GOVERNMENT VIA PBRs - 10 I N AUGUST . 

IN ITS DAILY OPERATIONS, THE RIVER PATROL FORCE PERFORMS BASIC AND ESSENTIAL 

ACTS OF POPULATION AND RESOURCES CONTROL . IN SO FAR AS IS PRACTICAL , ,ffi ATTEMPT 

TO HAVE A REPRESENTATIVE OF A VIETNAMESE GOVERNHENTAL AGENCY ACCOMPANY EACH PATROL , 

AND PERFERABLY A NATIONAL MARITIME POLICEMAN . THIS HELPS US BRIDGE THE LANGUAGE 

BARRI ER AND SERVES AS A BASIS OF INTERPRETATION OF VIETNAMESE LAW WHEN QUESTIONABLE 
CASES ARISES CONCERNING PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION , BOAT, REGI STRATION, CARGO MANIFESTING 
AND CONTRABAND IDENTIFICATION . 

~ ew.,.. ;.MA-~ 
THAT THE NATIONAL POLICE 

I N KIEN PHONG AND CHAU DOC PROVINCES HAVE BEEN AMOUNG THE MOST COMPETENT RELIABLE 

AND AGGRESSIVE POLICE WE HAVE OPERATED VlITH . 



CONFIDENTIAIt 

)IT PtmPOS'E TODAY IS TO ACQUAINT YOU WITH OPERATION GAME WARDEN. GAME WARDEN WAS 
ORIGINATED IN APRIL 1966. 

OUR MAIN AREA OF OPERATIONS IS THE MEKONG DELTA . AS THE RICHEST PART OF SOUTH 

VIETNAM AND THE HOME OF OVER 40% OF THE POPULATION OF SOUTH VIETNAM, ITS CONTROL IS 
OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO THE GOVERmo\ENT OF VIETNAM. THE DELTA IS ONE GIANT RICE PADDY, 
CUT BY TWO MAJOR RIVERS, THE MEKONG AND THE BASSAC. IT IS CRISS-CROSSED BY LITERALLY 
THOUSANDS OF MILES OF CANALS AND OTHER WATERWAYS. THE WET SEASON TURNS THE AREA 

VIRTUALLY INTO A LAKE. ALL OF THIS HAKES THE LAND TRANSPORTATION DIFFICULT AND SO 
• THE WATERWAYS PROVIDE THE MAIN TRANSPORTATION LINES. WE ESTD{A.TE THAT THERE ARE 30 

TO 40 THOUSAND JUNKS AND SAMPANS OPERATING IN THE DELTA. WE KNOI-l THAT THE VIET CONG 
ARE USING THE RIVERS, AS A NECESSITY, FOR INFILTRATION, RESUPPLY AND COHBAT REINFORCE­
MENT. THE RIVER PATROL FORCE, IN COORDINATION WITH VIETNAMESE PROGROO, HELPS DENY 

THE HAJOR RIVERS OF THE DELTA TO THE VIET CONG o THIS ACTION ISOLATES LARGE LAND 
AREAS IN THE DELTA AND FACILITATES THE PACIFICATION OF THESE AREAS BY VIETNAMESE 
GROUND FORCES . 

IN ADDItION TO ESTABLISHING CONTROL OF THE MAJOR DELTA RIVERS , TASK FORCE 116 

HELPED ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN CONTROL OF THE RIVER APPROACHES TO SAIGON IN THE RUNG 
SAT SPECIAL ZONE. PACIFICATION OF THIS ZONE IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE VIETNAMESE 

f . NAVY AND THE RIVER PATHOL FORCE ASSISTS IN THIS MISSION BY AUGMENTING THEIR PATROL 
CAPABILITY OF THESE RIVERS . 

ADDITIONALLY, THE RIVER PATROL FORCE ASSISTS THE VIETNAHESE NAVY ' S MITNESWEEPING 
TASKS ON THE.LONG TAU RIVER APPROACHES TO THE PORT OF SAIGON. 

THE MISSION OF THE RIVER PATROL FORCE IS - "ENFORCE CURFEWS AND PREVENT VIET 
CONG INFILTRATION, MOVEMENT, AND RE-SUPPLY ALONG THE DELTA ESTUARY COAST, ACROSS THE 
MAJOR RIVERS OF THE MEKONG DELTA AND THE RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE BY THE CONDUCT OF 
RIVER PATROLS, VISIT AND SEARCH OF RIVER AND DELTA ESTUARY TRAFFIC, AND INSHORE 

SURVEILLANCE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

CONDUCT MINE COUNTERMEASURES OPERATIONS IN THE RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE AND, AS 

DIRECTED, IN THE MEKONG DELTA RIVERS, WITH FORCES ASSIGNED, PROVIDE SUPPORT TO SA, 

IV CORPS". 

THE PBR IS OUR PRIMARY PATROL UNIT. 

WITH THE ENGINE COHPARTMENT SOUNDPROOFED, UNDERWATER EXHAUSTS AND I~ATEFh1ET 

PROPULSION, THE PBR IS EXTR"Fl-IELY QUIET. COUPLED I~TH A LOW SILHOUETTE THE BOAT IS 

ALl10ST UNDETECTABLE TO THE NAKED EYE DURING NIGHT OPERATIONS. THE ENElIT KN01~S SOME-

THING IS ON THE RIVER BUT IS UNABLE TO PINPOINT ITS EXACT LOCATION. 

DISPOSITION OF THE RIVER PATROL FORCE IS AS FOLLOWS: (YOU HAY FOLLOW lIT POINTER 

ON A CHART OF SOTJrH VIETNAM FOR REFERENCE OF LOCALITY.) 

1. THE RIVER PATROL FORCE WITH HEADQUARTERS AT BINH THUY ENCOMPASSES THE 

MEKONG DELTA AND RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE AREAS AND CONSISTS OF: 

30 PBR - Bllffi THUY 
1 LHFT 

20 PBR - ~18 

10 PBR - SA DEC 

10 PBR - VINH LONG 
1 LHFT 

20 PBR - MY THO 
1 LHFT 

10 PBR - ON 1ST IN RIVER NEAR MY THO 
1LHFT 

10 PBR - ON 1ST IN CO CHIEN RIVER 
1 LHFT 

10 PBR - ON 1ST IN BASSAC RIVER 
1 LHFT 

50 PBR - NHA BE 
1 LHFT 
6 MSB 

ADDITIONALLY, 20 PBRS ARE AT CTIA VIET AND TAN MY IN I CTZ 

2 CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE LSTS PROVIDE A COMPACT , SELF- SUSTAINING AND HIGHLY MOBILE OPERATING AND 
MAINTENANCE BASE FOR THE EMBARKED PBRS AND LHFT. ADDITIONALLY THE 6 40MM CANNON IN 
EACH LST PROVIDES A MOST USEFUL NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT FIRE BASE FOR H & I FIRES AND 
TO SUPPORT GROUND OPERATIONS . A FOURTH 1ST IS ASSIGNED FOR ROTATION PURPOSES. 

TWO SEAL TEAM DETACHMENTS ARE ASSIGNED TO CTF 116- FOR COVERT INTELLIGENCE 

COLLECTION AND ARMED RECONNAISSANCE AND OTHER UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE OPERATIONS IN 
THE RSSZ AND THE DELTA . 

THE RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE HAS BEEN THE SCENE OF CONTINUED ACTIVITY BY THE VIET 
CONG o THAT THE VIET CONG HAVE BEEN FRUSTRATED IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO CARRY OUT THEIR 
LONG STANDING THREAT TO CLOSE THE LONG TAU RIVER APPROACH TO SAIGON IS EVIDENCED BY 
THE MANY INCIDENTS OF SNIPER FIRE, DIRECT FIRE, AND MININGS . THESE HAVE ALL OCCURRED 
ALONG THE BANKS OF THE LONG TAU. 

THE MAIN SHIPPING CHANNEL OF THE LONG TAU IS Sl-lEPT AT LEAST EIGHT TIMI:S EACH DAY 
COMMENCING PRIOR TO THE FIRST TRANSIT BY COHHERCIAL SHIPPING, AND CONTINUES THROUGHOUT 
THE DAY. CHAIN DRAG OPERATIONS COUNTERING COMMAND DETONATE MINES IS NOW CONDUCTED 
BY THE VNN WITH USN ADVISORS . OPERATIONS TO COUNTER CONTACT AND INFLUENCE MINES IS 
CONDUCTED BY HINEDIV 112, A GAHE WARDEN UNIT. THIS MINESWEEPING EFFORT IS ADEQUATE 
TO COUNTER THE PRESENT VIET CONG MINE THREAT AND TO DETECT SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN 

ENEJ.!Y TACTICS. VISUAL SURVEILLANCE OF THE RIVER IS CONDUCTED BY SURFACE AND AIR 

PATROLS TO DETER RE-J.1INING ATTEI-lPTS BETWEEN SUCCESSIVE SWEEPS . 

WE CANNOT GUARANTEZ THAT THE VIET CONG IS UNABLE TO MINE THE RlVER .AS LONG AS 
HE HAS FREEDOH OF l'dlVEJ.1ENT AND CAN MAINTAIN OPERATING BASES IN THE LAND AREAS AND 
ALONG THE STREAMS, CANALS AND MINOR RIVERS OF THE RUNG SAT . AT THE REQUEST OF 

COJ.lMANDER U. S . NAVAL FORCES, VIETNAH, OPERATIONS "JACKSTAY1t , "LEXINGTON" , "BATON 

ROUGE" AND "BREMERTON" HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED IN REACTION TO VIET CONG USE OF THE RSSZ. 
IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT SINCE APRIL 1966 THE LONG TAU HAS ONLY BEEN CLOSED ONCE -
AND THEN FOR A PERIOD OF ONLY TWO HOURS. 

J CONFIDENTIAL 
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MORE I MPORTANT, THOUGH, IS THE FACT THAT THROUGHOUT THE GA}!E WARDEN TACTICAL AREA 
OF RESPONSIBILITY, THE RIVER POPULATION CAN NOW PROCEED TO MARKETS RELATIVELY FREE 
FR0I1 VIET CONG TAX INTERFERENCE AND THE RIVERS NO LONGER PROVIDE AN OPEN HIGHWAY FOR 

VIE'!' CONG SUPPLY MOVEHENTS. PBR'S PRESENTLY CONDUCT OVER 100 MEDEVAC MISSIONS PER 

HONTH FOR RIVER COMMUNITIES, BOTH CIVILIAN AIm HILITARY; HAVE AIDED NUHEROUS PF 

OUTPOSTS UNDER ATTACK BY THE VIET CONGo 

THERE HAVE BEEN INDICATIONS THAT GAME WARDEN OPERATIONS HAVE INSPIRED VNN RIVER 
ASSUALT GROUPS AND POLICE UNITS TO INCREASE THEIR OWN COUNTERINSURGENCY POPULATION 

AND RESOURCES CONTROL EFFORTS, THE FEELING BEING THAT, "IF THE AMERICAN PBR CAN 00 

IT, WE CAN TOO." LIAISON WITH RIVER OUTPOSTS HAS ALSO HAD THE BENEFICIAL SIDE EFFECT 
OF GIVING THESE RENOTE STATIONS A GRE.4.TER FEELING OF PARTICIPATING IN THE OVERALL 

WAR EFFORT. 

THE INCRE.4.SED EFFORTS OF THE VIET CONG TO HARASS OR DESTROY OUR PATROLS AND 

HINESWEEPERS LEADS TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THE VIE'!' CONG REALIZE THE EFFECTIVENESS 

OF OUR OPERATIONS AND THEY ARE REACTING THERETO . INTELLIGENCE REPORTS COHING IN 

INDICATE A STEPPED-UP PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN DESIGNED TO BUILD FEAR OF THE PBR'S BY 
TELLING PEOPLE THAT THE U. S. SAILORS 

EXPERIENCE TO DATE INDICATES, HOWEVER, THAT A HIGHER DENSITY OF PATROLS WOULD 

BE BENEFICIAL. THEREFORE, COHMANDER U. S. NAVAL FORCES, VIETNAM HAS ESTABLISHED A 

FORCE REQUIREMENT OF A TOTAL OF 250 PBR'S TO AUGMENT PATROLS IN THE RUNG SAT, IN 

I CTZ, AND ALONG THE UPPER BASSAC AND HEKONG. 

THE PBR IS A NEl-l WEAPONS SYSTEM: GAME WARDEN IS A NEW CONCEPT OF OPERATION: 

OUR SUPPORT BASES ARE NOT YET FULLY IMPLE!1ENTED. YET, LOGISTICALLY GA}!E WARDEN HAS 
BEEN WELL SUPPORTED. HATERIALLY, WE HAVE NOT YET BEEN UNABLE TO HEET OUR COI1BAT 
RN.lUIREHENTS . THERE HAVE BEEN PROBLEHS, MOSTLY ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE NEWNESS OF THE 

PROGRAM AND THE WEAPONS SYSTEl1 AND THE INABILITY TO FORESEE EVERY REQUIREl1ENT FOR 
PARTS AND HAINTENANCE SUPPORT. THESE PROBLEHS HAVE BEEN HET, HOHEVER, AND THEREFORE 
NO REDUCTION IN COMBAT READINESS HAS BEEN EVIDENCED. 

THIS COMPLETES }IY DISCUSSION, SIR. ARE THERE ANY QUESTIONS? 
4 CONFIDENTIAL 
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