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MAP READING, MILITARY MAPS MP 202,1(U)
SUMMARY SHEET

Introduction to hap reading.

a. what is a hap? A Map is a graphic representation of the earths
surface or a part of it, drawn to scale on a plane.

b. Maps are important for the information they supply and for planning
purposes.,

¢. uue to the supply problem of providing maps, care should be taken
to protect them from weather and unnecessary marking.

d. MAPS MUST NOT FALL INTO UNAUTHORIZED HANDS.

e. CLategories of military maps:

(1) By scale.

(a) Llarge - 1:25,000 and larger.
(o) kedium - 1:75,000 to 1:600,u00,
(¢) Small - 13600,000 and smaller.

(2) By type.

(a) Planimetric.

(b) Topographic.

(e) Plastic relief.

(d) Photomap.

(e Plastic relief photomap.
{f) Photomosaic.

(g) Military city maps.

(h) Special maps.

(i} Terrain model.

(j) Joint operation graphic.
(k) Pictomap.

f. Accuracy of maps.

{1} Impossible to ootain precise accuracy on small and medium
scale maps.

(2) High degree of accuracy of large scale maps of areas within
continental limits of the United States.

(3, Accuracy of maps of foreign areas may be determined from
marginal coverage diagram.

harginal Information - Contains necessary data to interpret the map.

Topographic Symobols and hap Colors.
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Symcols.

map detail represents ground features.

Attempts to show maximum detail without impairing legibility.
mxaggerated in size for legipility.

Uenter of symbol usually corresponds to true center of feature
representea.

Symools may vary due Lo scale of map.

rost of tne symbols can be identified from the legend.

Lolors.

plack ----- pan-maqae features other tnan main roads.

Blue ===--- dater features.

Green —--——- Jegetation.

prown --—-= idelief features.

ied —-——- doad Classifications.

utners ---=— Gray for relief features, yellow for cities.

¢. GLowmonly used topograpnic symbols.

(1)

(6

attrons. HHHHHH
Streanm. ’,\’//\b”‘\’\—’—’\

JL

roads.
suildings. ‘ .
School., i

Church. i

pilitary -ymbols.

a,.

Unit, activity or installation symbols.

Y,
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[roop unit (rectangley. I
command Post (rectangle with staff). }
ubservation post {(triangle,. / N

logistical installation {circie,. (:::::)




b. sasic Military Symbols.

(1)
(2)

sranch (military police, infantry, signal, etc.).
Strength (squad, company, army, etc.).

c. GLounstruction of a military symbol.
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(9.
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(11)

Troop unit (rectangle).

pranch (inside troop unit rectangle).

Strength (top troop unit rectangle).

Parent organization (right side troop unit rectangle).
Sub-Unit (left side troop unit rectangle).
Sub-sub-unit (left side sub unit).

Sub-sub-sub-unit (left side sub-sub-unit).
Sub-sup-sub-sub-unit (left side sub=sub-sub-unit).

Strength Symbols.

Squad. @

Section. ¢ ¢

Platoon or detachment. @ @ @
Company or battery. l

sattalion. I I

regiment or Battle Group. I I '

origade or Comoat Command. ) §
Jivision. £ 4

Lorps. X L X

Army. L £ X X

Army Group. X £ X X X

e. OSymools for Corps, Army and Army Group. Examples:

(1)
(2)

Ffifth Corps. &]S (3) Sixth Army Group.

— ——
Third Army. 3 6

f. Symbols commonly used by it Units.

(1)

5 (2}

PW Collecting Point. @
#P Co.
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(3) Traffic Control rost (fixed). @
(4) lain Supply Route. __ kSR

(5) hobile Patrol w/iadio. gl 2

oranch of Service Symbol.

(1) Armor. E::[

(2, Artillery. [:j

(3) Medical Corps. E
(4) Hkilitary Police. MP]
(5 uJrdinance.

(6, Signal.

(7) Infantry. IZ

(8) mechanized Infantry. | TS0 |

(9) 4ngineers.

{10) Air Force.

(11)
(12,

(13)

Quartermaster.

Transportation.

Army Aviation, E.__.t]

Supply Point Symbols.

(1, Jlass I (dations,. ©
(2) Class III (PuL). ®
(3) Class V (Ammunition). @

(&)

rater. @

Some (ommon Tactical Symbols.

(1) Foward cdge uf sattle Area (FEoA).
(2) Objective. @
(3) Limiting roint.

&



Construction of Symbols.

zxamples: C(onstruction symool for the 3ra rliatoon, Co 4, 98th

nr, pattalion.

{1, uraw basic troop unii symbol ::I

() Place braach of service inside. EE

(3) uenote strengtn of unit above. I:E’?_L!] . o

(4) rlace sub-units (rlatoon and Co) on left side.am

(5) Place parent unit (mattalion) on right side. mos
-D\JZS—'.JUD"-JU.UH Usit STAgnGTH PARENT QRGANIZATIQN
S5-308 U1 “";;;;g;“‘w (ADDITIONAL INFURMATION)
JalT iﬁEVICE

sxamples:

So U, 503rd MP, Bn ¢

Command Post, 2nd Inf uiv ZQ

lst Plat, Co B, 98th MP, on IBEEQB

1st WP Co I

><

{ombat command b, 2nd Armored Jiv BE‘:;:?_

X X ¥ X

rourth Army

Novegpber 1968



SUMMARY SHEET MP c0z,6(U)
GLASSROCGY ISSUE
1s introduction to map reaaing:
A map is a graphic representation of a portion of the earth's surface
Jdrawn 1o scale cn a plane as seen from above,
2, Marginal Jata
important factors to rememter are tne sneet name, series name, sheet
number, scale, legend, and tne contour interval note,
Je Map sympols ana uolors
a, oOymbols found on the map are explained in the legend
0. ihe pasic colors are:
(1, bplack - Man made features,
{2) oDlue - Water features,
(3 Green - Vegetation,
(4, orown -~ Elevation and relief. {(Contour lines).
(5) ned - Main roads. {(built up areas).

4., Military symools are used as a standardized method for showing tne
igenity, strength, location, and movements of troops, activities, and instal-
lations. Norially tnese military symbols are not printed on maps because what
tuey represent is consiantly moving or cnanging, Usually the map user draws the
gymbols on ni1s map or overlay.

5. Military gr.d coordinates are always read by starting In the lower left
hana corner of the Lap, ithen reading right and up., (rid coordinates are estab-
lished in 4, &, anua 8 digit figures.

b. Scale and aistance are determined by the representative fraction and the
graphic scale iouna in the margin of the map,

‘te slevation and relief is shown on most maps by the use of contour lines,
delief being the configeration or snare of the ground and elevation being height

above or palow mean saa level,



MAP acVIEW SUMMARY SHEET (LON'T)

8. virection and azimuth determination are necessary to establish in
which direction you desire to see or travel, An understanding of both will also
help you locate areas, objects, and your own positior on the map.

9. The declination diagram is found in the margin of tne map it will show
~you true north, magnetic north, and grid north. This diagram must be used in
order to convert one type azimuth to another.

10, Hoadmaps, overlays, and aerial photographs are essential to the military
police in perfurming most of tneir uities, hoadmaps will show most roads,
uverlays are used to superimpose areas and objects on a map without marking
dairectly on tne map. Aerial photographs provide a day to day camparison of an

area, lhey may be used as a map supplement or a map substitute,

October 1968





