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1987 

AMERICAL MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS 

This is the ninth in a series of Americal 
Division Medal of Honor recipients. 

ROBERT C. MURRAY K. I .A, 

Rank and organization: Staff Sergeant, 
U.S. Army, Company B, 4th Battalion, 31st 
Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade, Americal 
Division. Place and date: Near the village of 
Hiep Due, Republic of Vietnam,. 7 June 1970. 
Entered service at: New York NY. Born 10 
December 1946, Bronx, NY 
Citation: S/Sgt. Murray distinguished himself 
while serving as a squad leader with Company B. 
S/Sgt. Murray's squad was searching for an enemy 
mortar that had been threatening friendly 
positions when a member of the squad tripped an 
enemy grenade rigged as a booby trap. Realizing 
that he had activated the booby trap, the 
soldier shouted for everybody to take cover. 
Instantly assessing the danger to the men of his 
squad, S/Sgt. Murray unhesitatingly and with 
complete disregard for his own safety, threw 
himself on the grenade absorbing the full and 
fatal impact of the explosion. By his gallant 
action and self sacrifice, he prevented the 
death or injury to the other members of his 
squad. S/Sgt. Murray's extraordinary courage 
and gallantry, at the cost of his life, above 
and beyond the call of duty, are in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the military service 
and reflect great credit to him, his unit, and 
the U.S. Army 

VIETNAM VETERANS NETWORK 
By Ron Ward Vietnam Vets Editor 

Heres a serious item that 1 hope the membership 
will be able to help out with. Lets all make an 
effort to find some answers for Mr. Knoblech. 

Dear Mr. Ward; 
My deceased son Craig was in B Co. 4 /3 1st. Inf. 

He died in 1968 and I was trying to contact some of 
his buddies to get a little more detail. I know his 
buddies names but the Army refuses to forward mail 
to them. So I ask you, is there a reunion group for 
my sons outfit and to whom should I write? He was 
drafted in Michigan. Thank you if you have any 
addresses for me. 

MONTHLY A. D. V. A. 

May 16, 1987 
Armed Forces Day 

10:00 A. M. 

MEETINGS 
Irving Knoblech 

 

Americal Museum 
Fort Devens, Mass. 

June 1987 
National Convention 

Rer,o, Nevada 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Annual Dinner Dance 
April 25, 1987 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
SEE NOTICE ON BACK PAGE 

E. Lansing, Mi. 48823 

I wrote back to Mr. Knoblech and learned a bit 
more about his sons death. He wrote, 11 Many thanks 
for your kind letter of recent date. Thank you for 
offering to put a request in your next issue regard­
ing my late son, Craig. It will be interesting to 
learn more about the engagement that took place on 
Feb. 11, 1968. He was a rifleman and had to exspose 
himself twice to lay down protective fire. On the 
second occasion, he was mortally wounded.'' 

BLENDS INTO POPULACE 

The local Viet Cong forces were full tim~ sold 
iers, but not always in uniform. The elite 
troops of the Viet Cong battalions wore uniforms. 
sometimes it w·as khaki shorts and shirts, the 
dress uniforms. Sometime it was black pajamas, 
their fatigue uniform. 
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VIETNAM VETS NETWORK Continues 

Al!an Williams, a 25th. Infantry Div. vet .and 
associate member of the America!. (his father was 
,-,i th the Americal durir,g the big one), wants to pass 
on some information about a tropical disease called 
Meliodiosis. You could have this disease and not 
know about it as it has no clear symptons. A state­
side doctor with no backround in tropical medicine 
probaly would noy diagnose it ciorrectlv and that 
includes VA doctors. The disease is fat~l. If you 1;!',l\t 
some more 1nformat1on on Meliodiosis. contact Allan 
at S & K Data , Louisville. 
Kentucky 40223. 

DID YOU KNOW SP/4 JAMES L. LOPES A Co. l/6th? 

A letter follows from the Mother of SP/4 James L. 
Lopp who was KIA during Tet 68'. He was a member of 
my own company. A Co. 1/6th. Infantry of the 198th. 
Light Infantry Brigade. I arrived in-country shortly 
after so J hope that there is someone else out there 
that can help Mrs. Lopp. 

"I saw your ad in our local paper for the reunion 
of service men. I hope that this letter reaches you 
in time for the January reunion. Its possible that 
there wont be anyone that knew my son but I thought 
I would write to you and see if it would do any 
good. Jimmy was in a special class at Fort Hood. 
Most of the boys were from the mid-west. They were 
so proud of the 198th. It was a special bunch that 
trained especiall for "search & destroy". They left 
in the Filll of 67'. We lost him in the battle of 
Danang. Just before they went up there he sent a lot 
of pictures of things over there, their landings and 
a lot of guys 1 suppose were his friends. He never 
got home to t~ll us who they were and as we dont 
have ii ~ l ass picture, we dont know who they are. He 
had a twin Brother who could not go because of an 
iniury, who would be glad to hear from someone who 
knew him. So if you can in any way find someone that 
knew of him, tell them to contact me. Maybe they 
would like the pictures. I know that they lost a lot 
of men that day. Feb. 8. He was reported missing 
for 10 days. It will he 20 years next year. I cant 
believe it. Im 70. Hope you can find one of his 
buddies. Thank you for any thing you can do for me 
and I hope I get a reply from someone. 

Sincerely and hopeful. 
Mrs. Helen Lopp 

 
Scales Mound, Ill. 61075 

While in Chicago for the "Welcome Home Reunion" 
this past summer. I was fortunate enough to meet 
an America! vet. Jerry Kleinberg and his wife 
Marilyn. Jerry has since then joined the ADVA and I 
recently recieved a nice letter from his wife which 
accompanied a poem she wrote about the fine time we 
had in Chicago. In 68', Marilyn was a nurse at 
Fitzsimmons Army Hospital in Denver. She met her 
future husband Jerry when he arrived there after 
being hit by 6 rounds from an AK-47. The two years 
Ln the hospital that it took for his recovery gave 
him enough time to court his future bride. They just 
celebrated their 17th. wedding anniversary and have 
three chfldren. 

Mari. 1 yn wrote that they are very active in 
"Wings Across America, Flight for Freedom". In July 
of 88', 25 ultra-light planes will fly from Calif­
ornia to Washington. D.C .. It will take from six to 
eight weeks. Upon arrival in D.C. they plan to give 
petitions containing hundreds of thousands of signa-

Continues next column 

tures to the President calling for the release of 
our MIAs. Now thats the kind of project that I like 
to hear about. POW-MIA items have been on the back­
burner lately with the news media so my hats off to 
anyone who continues to keep the faith and spread 
the word. 

In future issues of the newsletter, :r hope to le t 
the membership know more about "Wings Across America' 

Within this shamrock 
here in lie,;, 

Pieces of tinikertape 
that fel frrnn the 

A day to remember ... 
How could we forget? 

Cbicaio "l'lELCOMEU HOME" 
tne Vietnam Vet! 

Superstitiously known 
· as an unll1(~:.ky (lcty, 

Friday, ~une 13th, 
d1dn·t turn out thEit w,1y! 

Two hundred thousand 
marched to their own beat, 

While three hundred thousand 
cheered near the street. 

There were manv emotinns 
filling the Eiii·, - . 

While on-lookers shouted, 
"We really do c;s'>re." 

Feel\ngs kept in biding 
for so many years, 

Today.opep<;;d up 
with kisses and tears. 

Our,,wish f'or the Parade weekend, 
That :Lt. never ~ .. 1ou.lcl end." 

We found our new beginina 
and made man:,,• ri - new t'r·i end! 

LET~ EFS TO THE VIETNAM EDI TOR 

Hi There; 

Enclosed are Earl's dues. 
tion on Life Membership. 

Plea s e s e ~a in f orma ­
Chang e of ad d r es s wi thi n. 

Your paper is very interesting. Keep up the good 
work! I am proud to Le married to Vet and I am 
proud of all of our Vets. My Hat is off to all 
of you. 

ED. Earl was in 

Best wishes for a gr~at 
Mrs. Earl Russell 

Adj Sec HQ 

y e ar, 

***************~*********************~******* * 

To Whom it May Concern; 

A Vietnam buddy of mi·neKen Dey, sent me this 
application. I am very intere~t c d in becoming 
a member. Enclosed are my dues. 

Thank You, 
James Turnage 

****************************************i**** 

SEND ALL VIETNAM NEWS TO: 
Ron Ward 

 
St. Louis, MO 

63123 



AMERICAL NEWSL2:'I'TER MARCH - APRIL 1987 PAGE ---- ---------------------------------------------- -- - ----
______ _. 

OUTFIT REUNIONS 
Steve Dennison, ADVA member and Vice-President of 

Vietnam Veterans Inc. of Pittsburgh wants to let 
area veterans know that the 7th. Annual Vietnam 
Veterans, Inc., Reunion-Picnic will take place on 
Saturday, May 30, 1987. It starts at 12:00 noon and 
lasts till 10:00 PM. The picnic will be open to Nam 
vets and all their supporters. The fun takes place 
at the Fairgrounds. South Park, Museum Building, 
(under the clock). Admission prices are: $5 paid up 
member, $10 paid up member and immediate family, 
$10 non-member, $15 non member and family. If you 
want membership information on the group, call Steve 
at 885-4951. · 

Gentlemen: 

We are having a Vietnam Parade and Reun~on in 
Waynesboro, Pennslyvania on August 22, 1987. 

VIETNAM VETERANS PARADE & REUNION 
August 21, 1987 Waynesboro, PA 
Dance: August 21, 1987 9:00 P.M. 

Parade: August 22, 1987 10:00 A.M. 
Reunion follwing parade - Vets and Families Welcome 

Parade is open to all Veterans 
For more information contact the following: 

Dick Avey 
332 West Second St. 

  
 

Darrell Green 
344 West Second St. 

  
 

********************************************* 

Dear Comradec: 

Recently the City of Warren, Michigan dedicated 
a new memorial honoring 54 Warren men K.I.A. in 
Vietnam. A black granite slab, 9 feet long and 
4 feet high with an e t erna l flame will honor our 
fallen brothers. Hundreds of people attended the 
c eremony including Local909 - UAW Veterans Comm­
ittee. Representing the AMERICAL DIVISION wer 
members Jim McClanhan 12S th LIB and Don Gerty 
196th LIB 

Fraternally, 
Jim McClanahan 

Left to Right; Joe Ladochi, V.P. Local 909 UAW­
Gary Sox, USMC-James Albert III, 1st CAV- Ron 

Childress! 1st CAV &1st !.vn En-George Costale~, Loe 
al 109- Jim McClanahan, 198th-Don Gerty,196th. 

OUR COMBAT GI 1S 

Vietnam is still a pop art oddity 12,000 miles 
away. 

The public worries more about living with a 
possible tax increase. Officials worry about living 
with world opinion. The GI worries about living. 

His world there is nightly blackout and mortar 
traffic. It's alive with booby traps that can 
blow his legs or his life to shreds. It 1 s occupied 
with an enemy and an ally that look exactly alike. 

He would give a month's pay for a sound sleep. 
And 10 years of his life for a night at home. 
He is not a bit player in a comic opera conflict, 

not the trump in an international card game and not 
12,000 miles away but as near as the muddy and 
bloody pictures in the newspapers. 

Moreover, he is usually a very young American 
citizen in a hell of a fix. The average age of a 
combat GI in Vietnam is eighteen and a half. 

But what a man he isJ 
A pink-cheeked, tousled-haired, tight-muscled 

fellow who, under normal circUlllstances, would be 
considered by society as a half-man, half-boy, not 
yet dry behind the ears, a pain in the employment 
chart. 

But right now, he is the beardless hope or 
free men. 

He is for the most part unmarried and without 
material possessions except for possibly an old 
car at home and a transistor radio here. 

He listens to rock 1n' roll and the 105mm 
howitzers. 

He has learned to like beer by now because it 
is cold and because it is "the thing to do". 
He smokes because he gets free cigarettes in his 
C-ration package and it also is the thing to do. 

He still has trouble spelling, and writing 
letters home is a painful process. But he can 
break down a rifle in 30 seconds and put it back 
together again in 29. He can describe the nomen­
clature of a fragmentation grenade, explain how 
a machinegun operates and, of course, utilize 
either if the need arises. 

H• obeys now, without hesitation. But he is 
not broken. 

He has seen more suffering than he should 
have in his short life. He has stood among hills 
of bodies and he has helped to construct those 
bills. 

He bas wept in public and in private, and he 
is not ashamed in either place, because his pals 
have fallen in battle and he has come close to 
joining them. 

And he has become self-sufficient; be has two 
• pairs or fatigues, washes one and wears the other. 

He sometimes forgets to brush his teeth, but not 
his rifle. 

He keeps his socks dry and his canteen full. 
He can cook his own meal, fix his own hurts and 
mend his own rips - material or mental. 

He will share his water with you if you thirst, 
break his rations in half if you hunger, split 
his ammunition if you _are fighting for your life. 

He can do the work of two civilians, draw 
half the pay of one and find ironic humor in it 
all. He has learned to use his hands as a weapon 
and his weapon as his hands. He can save a life 
or, most assuredly, take one. 

Eighteen-and-a-half-years old. 
What a man he is ••• already. 

Editor's note: During the war years, this article 
was printed in many state-side newspapers. We've 
obtained it from Mike Kukler•s publication, The 
Vietnam Veteran,  Gastonia, NC 28053 
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VIERNAM VETERANS NETWORK Continue s 

I am proud to join the A.D.V.A .. It ' s good to know 
that such an organization exists! I'm looking for 
ward to the AMERICAL NEWSLETTER . If there is anyon 
out there that remembers me in Co . A 1/6 Infantry, 
198th Brigadeplease drop a line. I was in 'Nam 
from Nov 69 to nov 70. 

Glen A. Urie 

~**************************~****************** 

Hello Mr. Dunphy; 
Here is my payment for Life Membership in the 
A.D.V.A.; It sure makes me feel good to be a part 
of this organization. I hope I will see some mem- i 
bers in Texas over Memorial Day . I have a week of 
and plan on being in Houston - Dallas. 

Thank you for all thE time you put into the organ­
ization. I hope someday I will be able to help 
in some way. 

I hope this finds you all doing well. 

A comrade and friend, 
Jerry Feldman 

P.S. I sure enjoy the AMERICAL NEWSLETTER! 
I served with A Co. 3/21 196 LIB 1968 - 1969 

*********************************************** 

Hi Bill; 

Just thought I'd pay my dues and go for a Life 
Membership. So I put your name down as my sponsor~ 

I 
Following our conversation a few months ago, about I 
the Viet~ara veterans handing together, I started 
working on a plan and so far it is going along wel 

The United States Veterans-Vietnam Era, now has 
[41 four Posts in Mass. They are; 

1. Somerville, MA 
2. Brockton, MA 
3. Everett, MA 
4. Beverly, MA [3 Different posts) 

There also posts trying to start in Virginia, New 
York, Pennslyvania and New Hampshire. 

If anyone is interested please contact me; 
Paul Trefry 

  
' Everett, MA 02149 

I served with the 1st CAV in Vietnam 

~********************************************** 

Dear Ron Ward; 

I've just 0ot active in Veteran organizations in 
the last few years. I'm a member of the American 
Legion, Veterans of Foriegn Wars, and am now a 
member of your AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ORGAN_ 
IZATION. 

We have just formed another organization - it is 
called, Wisconsin Vietnam Veterans, Chapter 3, 
Southern Wisconsin. We were born on November 2, 
1986. We already have 40 members. To be in our 
organization you must have earned the Vketnam Ser­
vice Medal or Ribbon. There are two other Chapter~ 
in Wisconsin. They are Chapter 1, Milwaukee and I 
Chapter 2 Pig Bend, Wisconsin. There are Chapters 
starting up in Iowa and Illinois and hopefully som 
day it will be nation witle. Milwaukee's Chapter 1 
is planning on being the Headquart~rs for all the 
Chapters. 

If you have any members or anyone else that would 
like any information on our Hew , rganization give 
them my name and my address and I'll drop them a 
letter about us. 

Terry Babler 
 

New Glarus, WI 53574 

rn,n,;1;1,1i1,:,,1t1i;Jt11 
HERIBERTO RIVA JR. 

Herl ~erto is seeking anyone that served with him 
in Vietnam. Especially Doctor Samuel Carter and 
Thomas W. Twele. 

Heriberto Served in Co. D 3rd Bn 21st Infantry, 
196th LIB. If you remember him he would like 
you to write; Heriberto Riva Jr. 

 
San Benito, TX 78586 

******************************************** 

A final reminder here that the "Great Texas 
Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Stand-Down and Vet­
erans March" will take place on Memorial Day weekend 
May 21 thru May 24. The Americal hospitality room 
will be open starting on Thursday evening. May 21. 
Were located at the Astra Vil l age Hotel, 2350 South 
Loop West, (thats I-610 at Kirby). Phone number for 
the place is 392-4398. All America! vets who plan 
on marching i.n the parade, be sure to check with us 
at the hospitality room so youll know where we will 
fall in. Also, if youre interested in cutting your 
exspenses by sharing a hotel room, we can help you 
to find another Americal vet or two, and bunk 
together. Bring a sleeping bag and crash on the 
floor if there room. 

Im sure that Ill be seeing a lot of the usual 
faces in Houston, men Ive met at the "Wall" and in 
Chicago. Once youve been lucky enough to attend an 
event such as this, youll keep coming back every 
time. A knowledgeable person in Houston has told me 
that they expect 100,000 Vietnam vets to be in town 
for the week-end. Thats what the parade committee i.n 
Chicago predicted last summer but we ended up with 
100,000 instead. 

The committee hds plenty of activities planned. 
A computer buddy-search, the "Moving Wall''. Vietnam 
war a~t displays. military equipment displays. POW­
MIA rallys , Bar-B-Que. top entertainers like Britt 
Small & Festival. Chris Noel. Martin & Holiday. The 
list goes on and on. Theres gonna be plenty to keep 
us busy but most of all this is an opportunity to 
get together with other Americal veterans. 

I fly the FLFC ev­
erf day. Bumper 
plates addeded to 
let people know 
I'm a proud mem­
ber of A.D.V.A. 
an,' G. C. V. 
My bit to help pub­
licize the organ­
izations. 

Jack Folmer 
247th FA 

ALL THE 

POWs 
ARE NOT 
HOME. 
YET! 

See ya there, 
Ron Ward 
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DINNER DANCE AD BOOK 

Many thanks to the members that supported our 
Program Ad Book. This is the only money raising 
activity that A.D.V.A. has outside of dues. 

The following Ads were received after the Ad 
Book had gone to the printer. 

~~ flJ!~i( 
. MICHAEL GUERRIERO 

IIOYM PIZZA I $UI$ 
PIZZA, SUBS & PARTY PLATTERS 

 
QUINCY, MA. 02169 472-0245 

SPONSORS 

Bob & ma~oLvn BeAchLe 
iJanbu~v, CT 

Law~ence 9. mo~~LAev 
Camb~Ldffe, mA 

Hen~v & SaLLv mo~aAh 
~o~t Cha~Lotte, FL 

F. L. <iue~~Le~o 
N. QuLncv, mA 

OUTFIT REUNIONS 
43rd INFANTRY DIVISION 

Sept. 11,12,13, 1987 
Hartford Marriot Hotel 

Farmington, CN 

For details contace; 

Sal Puglisi 
 

Portland, CN 06480 

1st CAVALRY DIVISION 
July 9, 10, 11, 12 1987 

Sheraton Plaza Hotel 
Killeen, TX 

For more info write; 

Bob Little 
  

Copperas, TX 76522-1799 

********************************************* 

Letters to the Editor 
Hi Jim; 

I'm writing to find out if you know of anyone 
that is interested in going to Australia in ipril 
of "88 on the trip "MacArthur Heros". It is be­
i n<,J '.,.r.( Jec'by the Society of Military Travelers. 
The trip will be for either 15 or 18 days. 

I'm traveling alone and thought you might inquire 
through the Newsletter . Traveling alone is an 
extra $650.00 so if I can find a room m, te it 
would be a welcome saving for the both of us. 
If anyone is interested mor info can be obtained 
by writing to me or tu the travel company who ~ay 
be reached at; The Travel Service, 1707 H. St. 
N.W. Suite 607, Washington, DC 

Sincerely, 
Pat farino 

********************************************* 

Dear Bill; 

Last summer my home was broken into and among 
other things t h at were stolen was my wallet that 
over the years had beco~e a small warehouse. A­
mong my prized possesions in the wallet was my 
Life Membership card. Could you possibly send me 
another? 

I was up in Gloucester visiting Al Piscatello las 
October. He's a great guy! We had just founo 
out that Ernie Chase had passed away. Sorry to 
read about some many of the guys going on to grea 
er heights. Ed C □ ofer 

121 Med Bn 

LETTERS TO THE Editor Continues 

Dear Sir; 

I did not know any thing abou t the A.D.V.A. until 
a recent trip when a friend told me about it. En­
closed please find my application and dues. 

I was serving in B Battery, 245th FA in New Cale­
donia when the Americal was formed. I ~t~yed with 
this unit through Guadalcanal, Fiji, Bougainville, 
and Nogros Island and the Phillipines and was 
sent h ome on rotation Sept. 2, 1945 

I was proud to be part of the AMERICAL! 

· Joseph Kling 
245th FA 

*********************************************** 

IN MEMORIUM 
Alfred P. Lopresti 

We are proud and honored to have known yo~. 
And this is not the end. 

Save us a spot in Heaven Budd~ 
Until we meet a gain 

Though we're still here on earth toda~ 
Each man is resolute 

You have our love and our respect, 
And a Very Special salute. 

But don't let things get out of whack; 
When you arrive in Heaven, Buddy, 

Stand up - And send it back 

Thi~ poen was written by George McAverna r and 
was s ~nt ot Al's wife. She wanted to share it 
with us. Al was a member of South Pacific Buddies. 

********************************************** 

Sir; 

This is to notify you of my husbands death. 
Ernest Leo Chase passed ~way on Jan. 26, 1S8 7. 

He enlJE,ted in the National Guard Feb. 12, 1939 
and was discharged July 2, 1945. His t ~o closest 
buddies were Al Piscate : lo d c' Ed Cooper. 

We would have been married 41 years in Feb. 1987 

Thank You, 
[121 Med BN] Mrs. E . L . Chase 

******************************************* * * 

Hi You All; 

Greetings from the Blue Grass State! Enclose d 
is a check for my dues. 

Was up in ChathaG l ast June for my 50yh High 
School Reunion. Was hoping the Americal would 
Have something going but dates were not in accord-
ance. Regard s , 

[The Old Kentucky Col.JAL HARTWELL 

************************************** * ******* 

Really enjoy the NEWSLETTER. Keep up the good 
work! The little bit extra is for stamps or? 

F.B.Short 
246th FA Med Det 

********************************************* 

CURTIS B. ·cLARK BUILDING 

On January 30, 1987 a new elderly housing dev­
elopment was dedicated in Gloucester, Massachu­
setts and was named in honor of Curtis B . Clark. 

Curtis is a Life Member of the A. D.V.A. and a 
member of long standing. During world War II 
he served in the 57th Engineers. 

********************************************** 

DON ' T FORGET YOUR RESERVATIONS FOR THE CONVENf'ION 
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TAPS 
Thomas s. Drohan 

Framingham, MA 
101 QM 

Life Member 
January 11, 1987 

Francis M. Cronin 
Chelsea, MA 
221st F. A. 

December 12, 1986 

Bradford W. Belt 
Melrose, MA 

182nd Infantry 
February 11, 1987 

Ernest L. Chase 
Wilkinsville, MA 

121st Med. Bn. 
Life Member 

January 26, 1987 

Robert P. Myers 
Cincinnati, OH 

247th F. A. 
June 18, 1986 

Chester E. Goodwin 
Springfield, PA 

101st QM 
Life Member 

December 15, 1986 

Philip L. Genatossio 
Worcester, MA 
182nd Infantry 

January 17, 1985 

Joseph J. Dow 
Charlestown, MA 
182nd Infantry 

October 9, 1985 

Elwin H. Laetsch 
Reading, MA 

182nd Infantry 
March 9, 1987 

Non-Member 

George H. January 
Lynn, MA 

182nd Infantry 
July 31, 1986 

Non-Member 

D. Woodward Walker 
Rowley, MA 

182nd Infantry 
Janu a ry 5, 1987 

Non-Member 

Arnold Baldi 
East Boston, MA 
182nd Infantry 
June 22, 1986 

Non-Member 

MAY THEY REST 1~ PEACE 

PLEASE SEND ALL NEWS ITEMS TO 

Jim Buckle 
  

Wakefield, MA 01880 

VIETNAM VETS WRITE TO: 

Ron Ward 
 

St. Louis, MO 63123 

---------------------------

NEW MEMBERS 

John J. Ford 
Davie, FL 
221st FA 

#Bernie Chase 

Clifford Friedrich 
Jeffersonville, VT 

101st QM 
#Frank Diorio 

*Maj. Norman F. Gohlieb 
University City, MO 

123rd Av Bn 
#Frederick Kolbrener 

*Mark T. Greelry 
Newton, MA 

MI Det. 
#Joseph Marotta 

Sampson w. Henderson 
Veazie, ME 

182nd In fantr y 
#Bernie Chase 

*Clifton Huston 
Muskegon, MI 

? 
#Charles E. Gerrans 

Joseph D. Kling 
Forked River, NJ 

245th FA 
#John O ' Keefe 

Joseph L. Kiwak 
Oxford, MA 

39th MP 
#Robert ~ho rn ton 

*James E . Markham 
Milford, MI 

198th LIB 
#Larry Markland 

*Heriberto Rivas Jr. 
San Benito, TX 

lS:.c~:- L=I: 
#William McLaughlin 

Clifford Sevier 
Cincinnati, OH 

#Self 

James H. Swearngin 
Yakima, WA 

182nd Infantry 
#James Buckle 

Thaddeus W. Sybil 
Reading, MA 

125th QM 
#Bernie Chase 

Ernest W. Taylo r 
Freehold, NJ 

721st ORD 
# Qt lo F. Boehm:~-

*Donal d L. Walquist 
Salem, OR 
196th LIB 

#Ken Turner 

* Vietnam Vet 
# Sponsor 

*Maj. Homer L. Krout II 
Fort Devens, MA 

TF OREGON 
Frank Diorio 

*Daniel T. Erlich 
Berlin, W. Germany 

16th AVN 
#Frank Diorio 

*Terry Babler 
New Glarus, WI 

1st CAV 
#Ron Ward 

trames Burdge 
West End, NJ 

1/82 Arty 
*Wayne Wilson 

*Robert L . ~herry 
~ Austin, TX 

23rd MP 
#Lloyd Morrell 

'Santos S . Chalmers 
WhitE;WOOd , SD 

11th LIB 
#Ron Ward 

*Kirk Foeckine 
Eldridge, IA 

11th LIB 
# Michael Matalik 

Francis H . Gilbert 
York, PA 

182nd Infantry 
#William E . McCormick 

*Gary L. l\oller 
Norman, OK 
196th LIB 

#Lloyd Morrell 

*Thomas M. Hayes 
Woodbridge, VA 

196th LIB 
#Ron Ward 

James Davidson Jr. 
Oildale, CA 

182nd Infantry 
#Ja~ ... ~s Buckle 

*Clifton F . Berry Sr . 
Wash ington, DC 

196th LIB 
#Ron Ward 

*Matthew Enderle 
Manahawkin , NJ 

198th LIB 
#Richard Drapezuk 

*Donald Gentry 
Warren, MI 
196th LIB 

#Jim McClanahan 

*Dav i d E . Tazzara 
Winsted, CT 

11th LIB 
#Ron Ward 

Continued Next Page 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Thomas E. Zajak 
Schiller Park, IL 

247th FA 
#Lawrence Wiegman 

*Lawrence D. Blocher 
Coral Springs, FL 

1st CAV 
#William L. Dunphy 

*Thomas R. Briggs 
Ricjboro, PA 

11th LIB 
#John P. Farley 

Caniel R. Masterpole 
Rotterdam, NY 
182nd Infantry 
#Arthur Wood 

*Raymond C. Keffer 
Ridgely, MD 

1st CAV 
#Ron Ward 

(Can't) 

*Frederick P. Short 
Lincoln, RI 

198th LIB 
#Joseph Buss 

*Ken J. Turner 
Smyra, GA 
198th LIB 

#Claude B. Snead III 

Antone C. Tavares 
Fairhaven, MA 

221st FA 
#Bernie Chase 

*Rodney D. Kruger 
Council Bluff, IA 

196th LIB 
#George Vallinch 

Arthur J. Smith 
Shohola, PA 

182nd Infantry 
#Joseph Marotta 

MUSEUM MESSAGE 

For the past four months we have been busy tak­
ing inventory at the Museum. Until you realize 
the time that is necessary and see the volumes 
of paper used, it is difficult Lu fully realize 
the volume of materiel that we have in the Museum. 
Pictures have also been taken of all displays 
on the walls and in the show cases. These will 
be compiled into a book. 

I wish to thank all who may have helped me in 
this 1_- 2-01· c:rd a special "Thank-You" to Fran 
Diorio and Jim Flynn for their assistance in 
this endeavur. 

ARMED FORCES DAY will be celebrated vn May 16,1987 
tis year. OPEN HOUSE will be observed at the 
Museum and the monthly Americal Division Veterans 
~~scci&tion meeting will be held at the Museum 
at l O: 00 l,. M. 

Kenneth R. Turner 
Museum Director 

********************************************* 

CONVALESCING AT HOME 

William Dunphy 
 

West Roxbury, MA 
02132 

Albert "Bud" Thomas 
  

Deerfield, NH 
03037 

*************** ***************************** 

Reverand Frarklin wishes to express his heart­
felt thanks for the many cards and calls he has 
received. 

********************************************* 
Wouldn't this be a good time to drop a line 
to that buddy of yesteryear? We are not getting 
any younger and we can't put things off much 
longer. 

Better still, why don't you give him a call? 
The off hour charges are very re ~so nable. 

********************************************* 

ARE YOUR DUES PAID? 

-------~------------
COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 

My year as Commander of the America! Division 
Veterans Association is winding down and I look 
back to it as a great experience. I have learn­
ed much and have made many new friends. 

All of our social functions of the past year 
went off well and were a success. I wish to 
thank the Chairmen and his committee of all 
the functions for a job well done. I also wish 
to thank all the members that supported our 
organization by t~ere 2ttend~~ce. 

The plans for the Annual Dinner Dance are now 
finalized and I am looking forward to meeting 
you all again at the Cottage Crest In Waltham, 
Massachusetts on April 25, 1987. 

I am also looking forward to our National Con­
vention in Reno, Nevad~ er June 19,20,21,1987. 
May I also extend my thanks to Lloyd Morrell, 
our Far West Chapter Commander and our Conven­
tion sponsor, for the time anti energy he has 
put into organizingthis Convention. This will 
be the first time that the National Convention 
has been held outside of New England. Help us 
to make it a huge success BE THERE! 

Thanks again for allowing me to be your Cu .­
mander. 

Kenneth R. Turner 
National Commander 

* ************************************** ***** 

NATIONAL CEMETARY NEWS 

A meet.ion go the New England Joint Veterans 
Committee was held on Tuesdoy March 10, 1987 
at the National Cer:ir t:-;ry Administration Build­
ing. The meeting was held to make plans for 
Memorial Day Services on SunCay May 24, 1987 
at 2:00 P.M. at the National Cemetary. The 
26th Division Band will lead the parade at the 
Memorial Services this year. 

At this meeting wwe were informed that Vi r. 
Ralph Church, who has ½een the Director of the 
Nationl Cemetary of Massachusetts since it's 
conception, has been transferred as Director 
to open a new National Cemetary in Bushell, · 
Florida. Ralph has been a very special friend 
pf the America! and alsc to all the Veterans of 
New Engl a nd. We will miss him and wish him good­
luck in his new as~lgnment . 

Bernie Chase 
America! Representive 

**~~*************************************** 

UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS 
HISTORY OF THE AMERICAL DIVISION IN WORLD WAR II 

We still have some copies of our history avail ­
able. If you are interested in obtaining a 
copy send $8.95 plus $1.50 postage to 

HY FORMAN 
 

Randolph, MA 
02368 

This is for the soft-bound edition 

******************************************** 
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* ·zed T. Bell 
196th LIB 
Jacksonville, Il 

* Robert E. Clifton 
Division Band 
Antioch, IL 

Haskell W. Cohen 
182nd Infantry 
Brookline, MA 

Dorsey L. Daniel 
247th Field Artillery 
So Boston, VA 

* Edward den Braven 
196th LIB 
Marmora, NJ 

* Kenneth Dey 
11th LIB 
Vallejo, CA 

* Jerry L. Feldman 
196th LIB 
Cabool, MO 

John J. Fleming 
Division Headquarters 
Melrose, MA 

* Frank Freeman 
196th LIB 
Ozone Park, NY 

Honore Gallant 
182nd Infantry 
Westminister~ MA 
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Thomas W. Goodwin 
101st Medical Regiment 
Roslindale, MA 

Ernest R. Herbert 
101st Medical Regiment 
Daytone, FL 

Fred F. Homann 
132nd Infantry 
Santa Maria, CA 

Harlan J. Hoxie 
247th Field Artillery 
Minneapolis, MN 

Charles L. Kilmer 
746th AAA Gun BN 
Hot Springs, SD 

William Lambert 
182nd Infantry 
Chestnut Hill, MA 

George F. Magurn 
101st Quartermaster 
So Yarmouth, MA 

* Russell E. Miles 
11th LIB 
Mt Clements, MI 

* Gary W. Nelson 
llth,196th & 198th LIB 
Rochester, MI 

* Andrew H. Olints 
196th LIB 
So Windor, CT 

Robert L. Padon 
132nd Infantry 
Garland TX 

Joseph D. Paladin 
57th Engineers 
Haverhill, MA 

Rene D. Pare' 
182nd Infantry 
Haverhill, MA 

CWO John R. Patterson(Ret) 
Hqs & Hqs Co 
Williamston, SC 

Charles E. Piekos 
182nd Infantry 
Venice, FL • 

Carl A. Raisanen 
246th Field Artillery 
Livonia, MI 

PNC Santo J. Ravagno 
121st Medical Battional 
Saugus, MA 

Warren S. Todd 
221st, 245th &246th FA 
Georgetown, ME 

Alice E. Travers 
109th Station Hospital 
Readville, MA 

* Paul I. Trefry Jr. 
l/7th Cav 
Everett, MA. 

*******SUMMARY******* 

WWII 471 Vietnam 83 Assoc 8 
Total Life Membership 562 

Thomas J. Ward 
182nd Infantry 
Brighton, MA 

* Vietnam Veteran 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

7 1 or over 
• Note: Payments of $25 in 6 month intervals. 

Any member who has paid his dues in advance 
will receive credit toward LIFE MEMBERSHIP. 

CORRECTION 

In the NOV-DEC issue, a new Life Mem­
ber, CHARLES L. GERRANS of Muskegon, MI 

was listed as being a member of the 
182nd Infantry. It should read 

132nd Infantry - REPEAT - 132nd Infantry 
f******************************** 

.Membership Is Everybody's Business 
- Get Involved -

, We Are Winning- Get That ~f embership 
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FINAL - NOTICE - FINAL 

1986-1987 DUES Notices to expire 
September 1987 
MAILED SEPTEMBER 1986 

We did not want to publish names 
but as this the FINAL NOTICE and 
third notice I don't like to drop 
any member. We have used you card 
number in the past but this time 
your name. 

Allen Jame!3 . E 
Boyd Robert B Jr 
Coburn Lois M 
Castillo Art A 
Duby Linwood J 
Hazelton Edward C 
Lefebre Paul 
Madej Victor 
McLean Ronald L 
Odom Bob 0 

Bostrom, Fred J Sr 
Barrett William A Jr 
Cunningham Thomas 
D'Ambrosio Joseph R 
Gralton John D 
Iverson Michael D 
Litschitz Ronald A. 
McAneney George 
O'Neil John F Jr 
Pettavino John S 
Smith Kenneth A Pung Andrew B 

Stantraitis Gary 
Vitters Alan G 
Wright Donald P 

P Tuma S John Jr 
Weathers Thurman O. 

We will publish your name as the 
last resort as your third notice 
of overdue DUES. 

*****2nd NOTICE***** 

1987-1988 Dues Notices to expire 
January 1988 - MAILED JANUARY 1987 

YOUR CARD NUMBER 

10 9 26 27 36 21 28 
58 61 48 41 37 82 88 89 
110 117 108 126 128 143 159 
172 178 193 173 191 177 
214 1695 227 239 240 246 
249 259 260 247 241 267 272 

PLEASE check the above Card Numbers 
and see if your nuwber appear5.PLEASE 
REMIT your Dues 

Using the Card Number in the News­
letter has worked out very well but 
we do have a few who have missed 
their number in the past issues. 

May Dues notices will be mailed in 
April. Please note we mail your Card 
in advance and your cancelled check 
is your receipt. 
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NEW ADDRESS WHEN YOU MOVE 

Don't keep it a SECRET - Let us 
know. 

CLIP AND MAIL TO HEADQUARTERS. 

Americal Newsletter 
  

U, ~• Boston , MA . , 0 210 4 

cnW 
W (!J NAME a: z ----------
c < NEW ADDRESS c:r: -------
<(.)CITY --------------

STATE ZIP CODE ------ ---

To Members of the Americal Family: 

A big "THANK YOU" to the membership for 
the many get well cards and telephone 
calls from the North, South, East & 

West. I cannot put into words what it 
has meant to me since my set back of 
January 20th. 

Also a thank you to Jim Buckle and Hy 
Forman for their help in keeping the 
paper work of the Adjutant's Office 
from back logging. Without their help 
which was controlled by my wife Helen 
who clocked me for one hour a day just 
by one simple operation pulling the cord 
on the typewritter. 

THANK YOU once again, 

Bill Dunphy 

"THANK YOU'' VETERANS PARADE COMMl'n"EE 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 N. Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
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f CHAPTER NEWS 
( 

EASTERN REGIONAL CHAPTER 

DC, DE, KY, NJ, NY, OH, PA, VA, WV 

EASTERN REGIONAL COMMANDER 
Robert T. Hock 

, Reading, PA., 19601 
Tel#  

Future activities for the coming year: 
We are planning our annual Reunion to 
take place · at r.he INNER HARBOR, Balti­
more, some time in Septemberl987. 
Preferably on the 18-19th of September 
1987 

In conjunction with the Reunion George 
Yates (Chairman) reports that every 
thing is on schedule to place the 
Plaque at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier, Wash DC. Paul G. Donelan 
designed the Plaque per the required 
standards THANKS PAUL: -
Peter Messina reports that the Nation­
al Convention for 1988 will be held at 
the Embers Convention Motel, Carlisle, 
PA., from June 9-12, 1988. This is 
the first time that a Chairman has tied 
up the date and has much of the vast 
planning complete almost two years in 
advance. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR CHAPTER DUES 

GREAT LAKES CHAPTER 

IL, IN, MI, MN, WI 

GREAT LAKES REGIONAL COMMANDER 

Herbert L. Murphy 
 Saginaw, MI., 48604 

Tel#   

Herbert Murphy reports that the elective 
6fficers for the year 1986-1987 are as 
follows: 

Nat'l Commander Herbert L. Murphy 
Adjutant Quartermaster Lyman Henry 
Chaplain Gilbert Abele 

Sergeant at Arms Rush Propper 

The Great Lakes Chapter will hold their 
next .meeting at the Best Western Motel 
just outside Toledo, Ohio, Jct of I-75 

& US 20 at Exit 193 On I-75. The 
address is ,Perry­
burg, Ohio, 43551 
The dates are May 8th & 9th, 1987 
Dinner Meeting Saturday night at 7PM. 
Make your reservations by calling 1-
800 528 1234 - Room rates are $39.00 
per night and will accommodate (4) 
persons. Mention your are with the 
Americal Division, Great Lakes Chap­
ter. 

Just a thought Herb why not plan the 
the National Convention in 1990 in 
your area. FRUIT FOR THOUGHT. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR CHAPTER DUES 

WILLIAM F. McGOLDRICK-CAPE COD CHAPTER 

Plymouth & Wareham & South of the Cape 
Cod Canal 

CAPE COD CHAPTER COMMANDER 
Carlo A. Pola 

   Sandwich, MA 
02563 

Tel#  

Commander Pola reports the following 
elective Officer for the coming year. 

Commander Carlo A. Pola 
Vice Commander Hugh Mugherini 
Treasurer Joseph F. Marotta 
Sergeant at Arms Edwin A. Kuja 

Commander Pola reports no activies for 
1987 as of yet. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR CHAPTER DUES 

FAR WEST CHAPTER 

AK, AZ, N CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, OR 
ND, SD, UT, WA, WY 

REGIONAL COMMANDER: Lloyd J. Morrell 
, Pleasant Hill, Ca., 

94523 Tel#  

NO~E: See back page for National Con­
vention details. 
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Chapter News Cont. 

SOUTHEAST CHAPTER 
AL, FL, GA, NC, SC, TN 

SOUTHEAST CHAPTER REGIONAL COMMANDER 

Ed. A. Heartquist 
 Tarpon Springs, 

Florida, 33589 
Tel#   

A Convention was held early April 1987 
as of this Newsletter no report but I 
know it was a good time as usual. The 
Committee had picked out Clearwater, 
Florida and if you have not attended 
past Conventions held by the Chapter 
make plans to attend the next one. 

Regional Commander Heartquist reports 
that the National Convention which will 
hosted by the Chapter will be reviewed 
.and tentative dates set for 1988. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR CHAPTER DUES: 

CENTRAL MID WEST CHAPTER 

IA, KS, MO, NE 

Contact Ron L. Ward 
, St Louis 

MO., 6 312 3 

Ron reports that the following member 
would like to join in forming a Chapter 
with him. We now have another contact 

Charles P. King 
  

Kansas City, MO., 64119 
Tel#   

I have sent all the names of the mem­
bers in the area plus a copy of the 
By-Laws with the rules to form a Chap­
ter. If you care to join a local area 
ehapter please contact Ron or Charley. 

SOUTH MID WEST CHAPTER 

AK, LA, MS, OK, TX 

Contact: Vacant 

If some member would like to form a 
Chapter please contact National Head­

quarters for details. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER 

Headquarters has received a letter 
from the Regional Commander Lloyd 
Morrell that Commander ~N. Mulren has 
res~gned as the Commander of the 
Chapter. 

We wish to thank Norman for al l the 
effort and time he has placed in 
forming the Chapter. With out mem­
bers like Norman the Americal could 
not have achieved the growth of 
membership to become a National 
organization. THANKS Norman for all 
you efforts plus your wife. 
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FAR WEST CHAPTER CONVENTION NEWS - RENO 1987 

This is not the original item I had written for the Newsletter, as I wanted to let you 
know more about the activities we have planned for the convention. However, certain 
events have occurred that require more immediate attention o 

When I initially prepared the item for the Newsletter concerning the prices of accom­
odations at the Sands Regent I quoted a room rate of about $14.00, before and after the 
convention dates. This was the rate quoted to me by the Director of Sales during our 
initial discussion. However, due to skepticism by a couple of Boston area members, I 
called back to the hotel and was told the $14.00 rate was out and that it would be 
somewhere between $28 and $36, single or double. I sent a corrected item to the Editor, 
Jim Buckle, quoting the new rates. Before that went to press Jim Buckle called me (Mar. 
30 or 31st and he said a couple of members had called the hotel and were quoted a rate 
of $56.00 before the convention and were not able to obtain a rate for the period after 
the convention. 

At this point I want to admit I was had by an overzealous new Director of Sales who 
didnt mind bending the truth in order to book the convention. She dangled a carrot and 
I bit, hook,line and sinker. This was not so far fetched, as the MGM Grand, which is 
the Lest hotel in Reno .is advertising a $17.00 rate at the pre:::;enL time. The only Lh.iug 
the Sands would give me in writing was the $42.00 convention rate and we are locked 
into that with a contract •• _ I have dealt with many hotels over the years and • this is the 
first time I have had this happen. Invariably they would give a rate and honor it. 

I have filed a complaint with the Reno Visitors and Conventi0n Bureau, as they were the 
initial contact for the hotel arrangements. I have been unable to contact the General 
Manager of the hotel, as yet, but hope to do so in the next few days and see what can 
be worked out. Unfortunately, I have to meet the publishing date of the Newsletter before 
I can strighten out the problem, or make different arrangements. 

Each of the members who have sent their registration, or declaration of interest, will 
receive a clarifying letter from me very soon, explaining how this situation has been 
resolved. I am also sending the National Commander and Adjutant a recent letter from 
the Sales Manager, admitting they do sometimes have a $14.00 rate for out of State 
visitors, to show I was not hallucinating in initially referring to this rate. 

Please do not let this change your plans, as we have a lot of registrations in already 
and everything except this is going good. Give me a chance to work out the details and 
let you know the results. I can promise you wont be sorry. And please accept my apologies 
for this confusion. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DEVIL MOUNTAIN JAZZ BAND will be back by popular demand. This zany musical aggregation 
is one of the top jazz bands in the Western States and not only entertain, but play very 
danceable music oThey have recently played at such world renown jazz festivals as Sacra­
mento and Monteray. Only the top bands from Europe, Canada,Japan, Australia and the US 
are invited to perform at these prestgeous festivals. This is the second year in a row 
they have been invited to Sacramento and will be coming to our convention shortly after 
their Sacramento performance. 

One last item.We are offering a space on the program of 3½ x 4 1/4 inches if you would 
like to advertise your business or send a message to your friends or outfit. We are not 
in the convention business to make money, but it does cost and there are some extras 
we would like to do to make it a better convention. So if you feel you can afford to 
send a donation with your message it will be appreciated and put to good use. Donation 
or not, put the Message Center to use and let your old friends know you havent 
forgotten them. Mail this to my home address soon enough so that it can be placed in 
the program. A copy of the program will be sent to all who respond. 

SEE YOU IN RENO 
LLOYD MORRELL 
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P. 0. BOX 1381 

BOSTON, MASS. 02104 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Eligibility for Membership 

Membership in ADVA is open to all officers and en­
listed men now serving with or who have served with 
the America! (23d INF) Division in an assigned or 
attached status during the following periods: 

World War II (South Pacific) 
Korean War (Caribbean) 

Vietnam 

1942-1945 
1954-1956 
1967-1973 

Eligibility includes those who served with Task Force 
6814 and Task Force Oregon. Branch of service is 

Johll DaGroot 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
BOSTON, MASS. 02104 

PERMIT NO. 58746 

Mt '.i?r:csp@ct,, ILL., , · 60056 

Dedication 

ADVA is dedicated as a LIVING MEMORIAL to all 
veterans of the America! Division and is pledged to 
foster true American patriotism, social and welfare 
activities for all members, allegiance to the United 
States Government, and its flag, and to perpetuate 
the traditions and history of the America! Division of 

the United States Army. 

immaterial. AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION 
P. 0. BOX 1381, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02104 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Nome: Telephone: 

Address - Street: City: Stole: Zip: 

America! Unit: 

Dotes of Service - From: To: Serial No.: 

Dote of Birth: Blood Type: Religion: 

V. A. Claim No.: V. A. Office - City: State: 

Occupation: Wife's First No"15: 

Dote: Signature: 

Sponsored by: (NOTE, Please Enclose Annual Dues) 

Dote Received: Dote Processed: Expiration Dote: 

Membersh ip Identity Number: Lapel Pin Decal Other 




