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100 feet off the ground. I tried to fly the ship to a
paddy near friendly troops. As the LOH began to

the flames arew in volume and intensity. Doorgunner 3P4
Robert W. Jud, Dearborns, MI., unsuccessfully attempted to

unload the grenads. Moments later 3pecialist Jud jumped to

the ground when CWO Call suggested that the situation was
critical as the ship was engulfed by flames and the bubble

was starting to melt, CwO Call also abandoned the ship by
jumping approximately 30 feet ship to ground. <Call and Jud

were airlifted to FSB BRONCO. However, CWO Call would soon

have to return. The downed LOH was burning badly and
sitting on the around. Fiftesn minutes later the Brigade
Tactical Cperations Center received word that the burning
LOH had began to hoover a few inches above the ground
unmanned. Major James W. Searcy, Columbus, GA., Brigade
Aviation Officer said it was an event 'one chance in a
million!" CwO Call was intersested in what was happening,
and since the ship had to be awitched off, he returnsd to
the site to figure out a plan. He timed the swaying of the

ships motions, and st the right moment, jumped into the pod

and switched off the engine and the LOH Tlanded "full
off"... Reflected CwO Call: "The fires should not have

died down. The aircraft was coversd with JP4 fuel. The
LOH smoldered a full day after the incident. It should
never have flown by itself - it was a really weird
helicopter!’.

Hanken recalls, that the LOH was recovered intact and air
1ifted back to Chu Lai for inspection and pozsible repair.
It was parked in a special revettment awaiting ground crews
to pull the engine and vital parts as well as fuel cells
from the bottom of the ship. After the engine and
transmission was dropped out of the aircraft, a crew
started to remove the flooring over the grenade box and
when air hit the box, the WP which had not ignited the
night the aircraft was hit, exploded and started another
fire in the ship and threatenad the safety of crews in the
area. CWO Frost the safety officer ordered the LOH to be
airlifted to the South China Sea and dropped into the
ocean. ©Once done, the weird helicopter was at last
grounded. The engine and transmission would be used for
another ship. It was a weird story from start to finish.
But - a story for the record bocks. Later, CWQ Frost the
safety officer was killed on a milk run flight to DaNang
along with the rest of the flight crew.

Ed note: The article was edited and shortensd to
conserve space. It is incredible. Can anyone match this
story with another similar incident? Wwe'll publish it...
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Jerry Anderson, 580 Allgood Rd, Stons Mountain, GA., 30083.
11-03-93.

Dear Dave:

I am looking for copies of those letters sent to parents
and wives of Vietnam Veterans returning home, informing
relatives their veteran may be suffering from P.T.3.0.

These letters were sent by the aovernment to the family
explaining how the Vietnam veteran would be acting to such
thingas as bad nerves, bad temper, drinking problems, and in
general an inability to deal with and cope with those
things that face us in every day living and in solving
minor problems that face us.

My Mother was sent such & letter in 1968, but before I
got home, the letter had been lost.

A copy of this letter could aszist in the treatment of
vets with P.T.5.D. in VA Hospitals.

If someone out there has a copy to spare, I'd sure
appreciate it. I was with Co €, Med, 11th LIB 67-68. I
know some family members of 11th LIB members ought fo have
copies.

Thanks a lot.

Jerry Anderson:

say hello to Rollie Castronova, we were together in 'Nam.
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"BATTLEKINGS" 1st BATTALION 14th ARTILLERY

Hail REDLEGS of the 1st Bn, 14th FA. Your
Battalion is once again on the active rolls, with
colors flying high. Now with the 2nd Armored
Division and returning to Fort Hood, Texas, the
Battalion once again has a home.

I am presently putting together a comprehensive
battalion historical document of the "BATTLEKINGS"
war-time exploits in World War II with the 2nd
Armored Division and during Nam with the 198 LIB
and the Americal. As a Nam vet myself, I find it
important that the soldiers of the battalion know
their lineage and of the soldiers who served
proudly with the "BATTLEKINGS" past.

We are proud of you all and the glorious history
that you have left us. My information on the
battalion during Vietnam is pretty slim right now
and that is why I am asking for your assistance.
I ask for your assistance in this endeavor and
anything that you may contribute will be incorpor-
ated into the battalions official history.

Through it's history the battalion has come under
various logos such as, "BATTLEKINGS" "WARBONNETS",
and currently "STEEL WARRIORS". Our present
mission puts us in direct support of the 24 BDE
(ST. LO) 24 Armored Division. Our piece is the
M109A4 (155) self-propelled howitzer; 8 in each
firing battery and 24 in each battalion. On New
Years Day the "STEEL WARRIORS" begin deployment to
the National Training Center, Fort 1Irwin,
California, for 30 days.

The address of the battalion is as follows:

CSM Lawrence L. Cross
HHB 1st Bn, 14th FA (Reg)

Fort Hood 7
Duty phone:
Home phone:

"STEEL WARRIORS" LEAD THE WAY.

Lawrenc L. Cross
Command Sergeant Major

AAKKAKAKKAKAKRKAKA KKK KKK AR AR AR KA KA KA A RARKRRRKRK

1/46 INFANTRY LZ PROFESSIONAL 1/46 INFANTRY
196 LIB 81 MM MORTAR CREW 198 LIB

I would like to locate any Vets that served with
my unit or attached units on LZ Professional. I
served with HHC 1/46 Inf 198 LIB and the 81 MM
Mortar Crew, Delta Company. 1/46 Inf 198 LIB.
was securing the LZ on May 12, 1969 when under
offensive attack.

I would like to hear from any Medics that were on
LZ Professional on that date.

I need help in establishing a claim and would
appreciate hearing from any one that was there at
that time. Please contact:

‘ D

Waupun, WI 53963
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196 LIB ASSOCIATION BILL KNIGHT

Many thanks for your generous contribution of $196
toward our expenses for the Hospitality Room this
past November 11lth in Washington, DC

John (Dutch) DeGroot
National Commander
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NOW HEAR THIS
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Upon your arrival Thursday afternoon you will be guests at a
three hour cocktail party in the Hospitality Room. There will be
soft drinks, beer, and coffee. This will be followed by a gala
theme dinner with a night club act to follow. b
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? % After breakfast on Friday morning we will be taken by bus to a ol
il kA B boat for a two (2) hour excursion down the Hudson River to West i 4
ﬁ b % Point. After a deluxe dinner at the historic Hotel Thayer, on @ ﬁ
% 1 B the grounds of West Point along the banks of the Hudson, we will il
vl attend a Memorial Service at the Cadet Chapel. This will be i b
ki B B followed by a tour of West Point, featuring Trophy Point, the % s
5 E West Point Museum and a visit to the gift shop. 4 ﬁ

t % Friday evening dinner will be at The Pines and another show will B

B b follow dinner. For those member that are interested, The Pines 23 1

% I will provide transportation to Monticello Raceway. h‘%
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ﬁ b The annual meeting will be held on Saturday. Also on Saturday a ﬁ b
Y shopping spree will be arranged for those that are interested. 1
IN ¥ Saturday will also feature the golf outing on a nine hole Robert B B
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Trent Jones golf course.
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Saturday night will be our huge banquet with speakers from West
Point. Dancing will follow dinner.
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Other activities are available on the grounds of The Pines.
These include golf, indoor and outdoor pools, indoor and outdoor
tennis, bingo, and a crazy legs contest.
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WATCH YOUR MAILBOX! About the first of February you will receive,
under separate cover, a brochure that will include vyour
reservation form and a REGISTRATION FORM that must be filled our
and mailed with a check for $10.00 PER PERSON TO STEVE DENNISON.
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v-ﬁ § Send your RESERVATION FORM to the Pines Resort Hotel with your 1 K

¥ b b deposit of $25.00. Send your REGISTRATION FORM to STEVE DENNISON el

1 1] with your check for $10.00 PER PERSON. ﬁ &

i b SEE YOU AT THE PINES RESORT HOTEL %5;.

- ] THIS IS AN ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGE---EXCEPT THE GOLF e
e THESE ARE NOT BUFFET MEALS---YOU ARE WAITED ON e
e GRATUITIES---TAXES---INCLUDED | P
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