





Rights of the people
imbedded in charter

myth of the Viet Cong. the insi-
ruaticn  that  these insurgents
directed from Hanoi really repre-
enicd the people, especially the
rural prasantry, But the elections
weore succeasful and one of the
mecEt unique constitutional assem-
blies in Asla gathered a year ago
to draft a new code for the Viet-
namese nation. S5Still the foreign
press was not convinced and dis-
missed 1lie notion that these men
could draft an cffective constitu-
tion. Many newsmen also failed
lo appreciate that eighty per cent
of the voters, of a nation at war,
cast ballots to select the assembly
delegatles, They over-looked the
politizal impotency of the Viet
Ceng to prevent this remarkable

feat from taking place. Typically,
the enemy reacted to the political
challense of g constituent assem-
bly with murder, kidnapping and
terror. But there are times that
terror cannot deter a delermined
people.

Burst of energy

The Assembly vacecilated in its
work during the first month and
causcd many observers to wring
their hands in dispair. But that
period, November and December
o. last vear, was important. The
deputies talked and argued and
came to understand — in that
slrange process which is the heart
of truc democracy — what it was

that the voters wanted of them.
Then in a hurst of ereative ener-
gv. perhaps not equalled since the
formuiation of the «Rights of Man»
by the French Revolutionists of
17389, the Constitutional Assembly
drafted a basic code of 117 articles
upon which a strong, unified and
free Vietnam can be devecloped.
The Constitution, promulgated
without major changes by the
military junia, is not a mere du-
plication of ideas from other cors-
titutions. It is a document based
cn the history of the Vietnamesc
people, drawing upen their hert-
tage while distilling from other
nations their hard-learned lessons
in demeccracy. The Constitution
calls for a strong president, aided
by a premier as head of cabinct.
Strength, as we have learncd the
hard way, is vital to the survival
of governmen! and the endurance
of a nation. Emperor Bao Dai was
bound by weak authority, and
failed to achieve independence
from the French. But too strong
a leader is also a threat. President
Diem was strong, but he allowed

Feverish tempo characterizes sessions of bicameral National Assembly.




strength to slip inte tyranny. To
counier-balance a strong presiden-
cv is o powerlul legislature; a
two-house Parliament with an Up-
per Ilouse of 60 Scnators and a
Lower House of 137 representing
the nation’s 44 provinces. An inde-
pendent court system and a unique
separate inspectorate were created
to serve as watchiul eves over
both the Exccutive and the Legis-
lature.

No discrimination

Fundamental to the new Cons-
titution are the rights ol the people,
imbedded in the nation’s hasic code
of law. The Chinese, Cham, Cam-
bodian and Highland minorities
are to be protected and assured
equality under the law. All cilizens
may vote and hold office. There ic
no diserimination on any grounds:
race, color, sex, rcligion or creed.
All men and women are guar-
anteed the right to enjov the benef-
its of a frec societly.

But this Constitution had to be
implemented. A President had to
be elected plus a Senate of sixly
members and a Lower House of
137 membevs. The whoele machin-
ery of government had to bo given
life. Again the foreign press was
critical and forecast failurc. Two
of Vietnam's military leaders —
Nguyen Van Thieu and Nguycn
Cao Ky — sought the presidency,
opposed hy what seemed an end-
less stream of eager civilian candi-
dates. The ruling junta, declarcd
the ncwsmen, would never allow
a ¢ivilian to rule. In a dramatic
gesture Premier Nguyen Cao Ky
stepped down and took second
place on a ticket with Chief of
State Nguyen Van Thieu In a cam-
paign characterized by lively —
and sometimes ludicrous (as denio-
cratic contests often are) -— debatce,
the people listened and understood.
On Seplember 3, 1967 they flocked
to the polls, ignoring ihreats of the
Communists and an unprecedented
outbreak of pre-election terror by
the Viet Cong. They elected Thicu

The President delivers address after oathtaking of nine members of Supreme Court last October.

as their new president; not over-
whelmingly, but with a com{fort-
able margin over his civilian
oppenents. Hundreds of foreign
cbservers, many highly skeptical,
watched the polling and declared
it to be surprisingly free and fair.
Even the losing candidates, after
complaining loudly, admitted priv-
ately that, all things considered, it
had been a reasonably fair fight.
A month later, the pcople again
woent 1o the polls and chose 137
representatives out of candidates
lists of 1650 hopefuls. On October
30, the military junta stepped
down in what was & un que occa-
sion in modern history. The men
who had helped overthrow  the
tyranny ol Diem, who had manag-
ed through the dark vyears ibatl
followed to preserve the indepen-
dence and integrity ol the naton,
and had guided it toward demo-
cracy, frecly resigned and accept-
ed the rule of a new and untried
government.

One of the [a'lacies of the so-
called «emerging nations» is that

Not ‘instant’ but durable democracy



A protective wall for Southeast Asia

the trappings of a naticnal govern-
meni — a president and a legis-
lature and a constitution — are of-
ten considered sufficient in them-
selves. «Instant democracy,» one
might call it. To be effeclive, a
democracy must find it. roots deep
In the history and character or its
people. In Vietnam, as in most
Asian countries, socia order tra-
ditiona'ly rests upon the family
and the village where there is
stability, endurance, continuity,
peace and considerable freedom.
There is an old saving in Vietnam
that the emperor’s authority ceased
at the bamboo fence of the village.
Communists invariably destroy the
village social structure and re-
shape it into a kind of communat
factory, a place of sterility and
devoid of character. Even Diem,
who could hardly be called a Com-
munist, failed to realize the essen-
tial role of the village in Vietnam.
He took away its autonomy and
imported olficials {rom Saigon to
contrel village life. Last spring,
this  error was corrected. By
decrce, the Saigon Government
handed back Lo the village its au-
tonomy, the right to govern itself
and to control its own future. In
a scries of local elections from
April through Junc, more than
two-thirds of Vietnam's villages
and hamlets elected new councils
and administraters. Democracy
returned te village life. The
change is not vet complete. Only
those wvillages felt to be sccure
from Viet Cong terrorism held
elections. Province chiefs, and dis-
trict chiefs still do not altogether
trust the local elected officials. But
the village, once again, free and
able to choose its own council and
administrator, has become the
sound basc on which a truly strong
democracy for the entire nation
can ke built. This is not mere «ins-
tant democracy» from above, bhut
durable and effective democracy
from below,

Still, the enemy expected South
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Vietnam to fall. In control of
North Vietnam, with an infras-
tructure of veteran cadres in the
South, and with easy access
through jungle trails, the Hanoi
war of «liberation» was sure to be
won, Later, the Communists reas-
oned, Laocs, Camboedia, Thailand
and all of Southeast Asia would
be conquered the same way. But
Scuth  Vietnam has not fallen.
Premature action in Indonesia led
to the unmasking of the Commu-
nist conspiracy there. Red China
has played a poor game of political
chess with the free nations of
Southeast Asia. Bogged down in
Vietnam, the Communists are now
attempting to spread the conflict,
to embroil more counlries in their
negative revolution. Infiltrators
have appeared in northeast Thai-
land, in Cambodia and even Bur-
ma, hoping to force the Free World
to spread its counter-insurgency
forces thin. The resistance of the
Vietnamese against the Commun-
ists has encouraged other nations.
Mainland China, which prior to
1965 conducted widespread sub-
versive activities throughout Asia,
now finds itself increasingly isol-
ated as its efforts to infiltrate Asian
countrics are now effectively
resisted. The door to Southeast

Asia has been slammed shut to
Chairman Mao.

Today, Scuth Vietnam is a
shield, a protective wall for all
free nations of Scuthcast Asia.
Because the Vietnamese and their
allies are making great sacrifices,
the peoples of Malaysia, Thailand,
Singapore, Indonesia, Cambodia,
Laos, and Burma have a new lease
on life — their life of freedom and
independence.

Winning Battle

Our task of building democracy
in Vietnam is far {rom complete.
In fact, it will never he finished.
Our political organizations are still
weak and divided, our lcaders
need experience and time to gain
the support of the people. In sccial
justice, education, health, impro-
vements in rural life, a better
civil service, and in the myriad
of details that make for an effee-
tive democracy, we still have
much to do. Today, we are locked
with our allies from many lands
in a bloody struggle for national
survival. We are fighting Commu-
nism and its negative revolution.
We are winning that battle just
as we cxpect to win our positive
revolution of rising expectations.
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