

















'Is this the final freedom...?

where this latest burial] was held.
Province and city officials say this
cemetery of the unknown dead will
become a national shrine.

The 400 recently buried victims
were discovered last Sept. 29 in a
heavily forested area in Nam Hoa
hamlet, about 15 kilometers from
Hue., Woodcutters stumbled across
the grisly discovery after a heavy
rain exposed bodies in a common
and shallow grave along a creek.
The woodcutters hastily reported
to their hamlet chief who in turn
informed Thua Thien provinece of-
ficials.

Volunteers from the Popular
Force were dispatched to the area
to exhume the bodies. More than
two dozen mass graves have been
found in the vicinity where the
Communists fought their last
big unit battle with the allies
{April 30 to May 2, 1968). The more
than 2,000 bodies exhumed in and
near this city usually were in areas
where some of the heaviest fight-
ing during the abortive Commu-
nist attempt to take over Hue in
February 1968 occurred.

City and province officials said
that before the Communists pulled
out or were killed, they indiscri-
minately picked their vietims for
the massacre.

They said that documents and
prisoner interrogation show that
the enemy, beside singling out
policemen and military men
for killing, also murdered farmers,
aged women, voung girls, and
children.

Medical examination of the re-
mains revealed that the majority
had their heads bashed in with
rifle butts, many had been shot
after they were trussed up with
wire, their hands behind their
backs, and some buried alive hur-
riedly in shallow graves.

Hoi Chanh (returnees}) who ral-
lied to the government side under
the Chieu Hoi (Open Arms} pro-
gram pointed out many of the
mass graves. These returnees told
of a «death marchs of innocent
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civilians. They related seeing on
February 5, 1968 more than 300
persons, young and old, led away
by their Communist captors from
the Catholic diocese of Phu Cam
village where they had sought
shelter.

Later in the day, those rounded
up had their hands tied behind
their backs, were chained together,
and forced to march to a site near
a tributary of the Perfume River
to face a kangaroo court. Some 30
were found «guilty» and were kill-
ed on the spot. This was bhorne
out by the discovery of their re-
mains in early August last year.

Those spared were given a long
lecture by the Communists and
warned that the reds were giving
up the city after 25 days of occu-
pation only «temporarily.» They
said they would be back and ex-
pected the people to stay «loyal
to Communism.» Failure to do this,
they warned, would mean «liqui-
dation» upon their return.

A total of 230 more bodies,
among them those of 15 school
children, have been recovered
since November 12 in Phu Thu
district, 14 kilometers southeast of
Hue. The children, al]l about 15
years old, were kidnaped by the
Communists from wvarious schools
in Hue during the battle for the
city during Tet 1968.

Farmers of Duong Mong village
vividly remember one night 20
months ago. «They marched the
children to the bank of a stream,»
one elderly farmer related. «We
could hear their cries and screams.
Then they killed them.»

On November 14, these newly-
found victims of the Communists
were buried aelong with 170 others
exhumed recently in Phu Thu
district. Some 50,000 lined the
roads to the former imperial city.
And again, Hue wept openly and
unashamedly. — Editor.

Rows of rough plywood coffins with
unidentified bodies lie in a school.
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IN MEMORY OF TET 1968

By Phu Si

In 1968, as the traditional Tet
celebrations began in South Viet-
nam, Viet Cong and North Vietna-
mese forces launched an all-out
offensive, on the very day that a
mutually agreed upon cease-fire
went into effect. In the annals of
history that Tet offensive will go
down as one of the most treacher-
ous and deceitful acts in modern
times, surpassing the «Day of In-

Tet holds sad memories for Mrs,

famy» at Pearl Harbor in Decem-
her of 1941.

All of South Vietnam suffered
during the Tet offensive, but hard-
est hit was the city of Hue, the
old imperial capital of Vietnam,
located on the South China Sea.
A mere recounting of statistics
would add little to what has not
already been said and written

An and her three young sons.

about Tet 1968. But now that two
years have gone by and the nation
wonders what this year of the Dog
will bring, a brief account of what
this tragedy meant to one family
will place the memory of the Tet
offensive into a more personal pers-
pective,

Mr. Tran Xuan Duc, an elderly
widower retired in Hue, where he
lived with his two teen-age sons.
To a large extent he depended
upon the support of his eldest son,
Tran Xuan An, whe was a village
schoolteacher, married and father
of three young children. The day
before Tet, An and his family came
to his father’s home to celebrate
the Lunar New Year. As usual, at
twelve midnight, the noise of fire-
crackers welcomed the event, but
was then followed by the intermit-
tent crackle of rifle fire. At first the
family thought that soldiers were
firing their guns to welcome the
New Year, But when the shooting
grew heavier and was joined by
thundering blasts of heavy howit-
zers, they realized this was no Tet
celebration.

At dawn, the shooting died down.
Through the cracks of his door,
Mr. Duc saw six Viet Cong soldiers
guarding a streetcrossing near his
home. For the next few days the
enemy did little to disturb the peo-
ple. Viet Cong cadres went about
ordering families to raise the Bud-
dhist flag. They distributed Na-
tional Liberation ¥Front flags to
every third house and ordered the
homeowners to display it alongside
the Buddhist one. On the fourth
day, the enemy ordered all eivil
servants and military personnel to
surrender to them,

Mr. Duc advised his son An not
to surrender immediately, but to
wait and see. Some others on the
street did go and returned shortly
and reported that nothing much
had happened. The enemy soldiers
took their identification cards, re-
gistered names, organizations, po-
sitions and addresses and then is-






AT THE LATEST COUNT

According to the judicious calculations of an authority, Mr. Douglas Pike
in his recently published book The Viet-Cong Strategy of Terror, the findings of
mass graves in Hue and surrounding areas have borne out the worst fears enter-
tained by the Vietnamese with regard to the "humanity' of the Communist enemy.
Most of these victims were led away under the pretext of going to attend '"edu-
cation sessions," little did they realize that the Communists meant these ""ses-
sions'" to be their last in this world. Recapitulation of the dead and missing:

After the battle, the GVN's total estimated civilian

casualties resulting from the battle of Hue . . . . . . . . . 7600

Wounded (hospitalized or outpatients) with injuries at-

tributable to warfare . . « « « + o + o o & & 2 e .4+ o+ s . ~1900
Subtotal 5700

Estimated civilian deaths due to accident of battle . . . . . -244
Subtotal 4756

First Finds--Bodies discovered immediately post-battle,

1968 2 v v e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e -117
Subtotal 3583

Second Finds, including Sand Dune Finds, March - July,

1069 (@8t.) v v v o o o o 6 o 4 e 4 e s e s e e e e e e e -809
Subtotal 2774

Third Find, Da Mai Creek Find (Nam Hoa district), Sep-
tember, 1969 . .+ « 4 4 4 ¢ 4 4 e s e e e s e e e e e e e -428
Subtotal 2346

Fourth Finds--Phu Thu Salt Flat Find, November, 1969

(eSt.) . L] . - . - . . L] * - . . . L] - - - - . . - - - - . » - OO
Subtotal 2046

Miscellaneous finds during 1969 (approximate) . . . . . . . . -100

TOTAL YET UNACCOUNTED FOR + + v « « s o o s 2 s = s s ¢ » s = 1946
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