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RVN Statement on Pres. Nixon's
Visit to Peking

The Government of the Republic of Viet-
Nam considers the acceptation by the
President of the U3 to visit communist China
tefcre May 1972 as an expression of the good
wlill of the US to broaden and normalize its
relations with all nations, irrespective of
their pelitical and social systems, in an
effort to consolidate world peace.

The Republic of Viet-Nam hopes that the
Peking authorities will take advantage of
this opportunity to show their willingness
to contribute to world peace by refraining
from committing aggression and from instiga -
ting and supporting their satellites, especi -
ally North Viet-Nam in its aggressicn against
the Republic of Viet-Nam the Kingdom of Laos
and the Khmer Republic,

Lasting peace in South East Asia will be
restored if communist China sincerely gives
up her designs of direct or indirect aggres-
sion, respects the independence and freedom

- of her neighboring countries and pledges to

uphold peace on these fundamental bases.
Saigon, July 16, 1971
Election News

Lower House Candidates

Saigon, Aug.5,1371 (V.N.- The Central Elec-
oral Council %CEC) met for two days last week
to consider the protests of some 100 candidates
in the coming House elections, whose applica-
tions to run had been rejected by various local
electoral councils, Meeting under the chairman-
ship of Chief Justice Tran Van Linh, the council
includes besides Mr,Linh himself six members,
including & representative from ecach of the
two Houses of Congress, two high-ranking offi-
cials from the Justice Department, and Interior
Secretary Le Cong Chat. Representating the Up-
rer House was Senator Tran Quang Thuan, an Op-
position leader allied with the militant DBud-
dhist Church,

After meeting for two full days, the Central
Electoral Council rejected 52 protests, reducing
the number of candidates in the coming House
Zlections to 1,%52. 'The candidates will compete
for 152 seats in the August 26 Election,

(Cont'd on page 4)




political &military news

RVN Declaration on Paracels and Spratiey Islands

SAIGON, July 15--The following is the full text of a declar-
ation issued today by the Foreign Ministry concerning the RVN
sovereignty of the archipelagos of Paracels and Spratley:

The Government of the Republic of Vigt-Nam solemnly
renifirms once azain its sovereignty over the archipelagos
of Spratley and Tcracels.

In fact, the sovereignty ol the Republic of Viet-Wam
over the Spratley and Paracels islands has been historically
and juridically established since many centuries back.

As far back as in 1802, Emperor Gia-Long had created a
"Doi Hoang Sa" (company of the Paracels) to supervise the
exploitation of these islands. In 183L, under Emperor Minh
Mang, the "Truong Sa" (Spratley) islands already figured aas

| part of the Vietnamese territory on the first maps published
‘ by the Kingdom,
The ocecupation of these archipelagos by the Kings of Viet-
| Nam was 2lso reported in the "Dai Nam Whut Thong Chi" (Annals
of Viet-iam).

In 1930 and 1933, acting on behalfl of the Vietnamese
Empire, the French Government offleially took possession of
the Spratley islands and notification thereof was made to
foreign powers by a notice dated September 25th, 1933. Ho
protest had been roegistercd except that of the Japanese
Government who claimed that Japancse subjects, with the

. support of the Japanese imperisl Government, had occupied
the islands in 1917.

However, during the Ban Francisco Pecace Conference, in
1951, Japan had to renounce all the territories she had occu-
pled by forece during the second world war, including the
Spratlecy 2nd Paracels islands. On that occasion, the leader
of the Vietnamese delegation to the Conference publicly
affirmed the Vietnamesc sovereignty over the Spratley and
Paracels which have been parts of the Vietnamese territory
from time immemorial, The statement arcused no objections on
the part of the 51 powers attending the Yezce Conference.

Since its indecpendence, the Goverument of the Republie
¢f Viet-Jam oo rogulariy dospatched reconnaissance and ins-
peccetion noval patrols to these islands. Besides, a decree
dated October 22nd, 1556, 0f the President of the Hepublic of
Viet-lam placed the Spratley islands under the administration
of the province of Ba Ria.

Thus, thc Republic of Vict-Wam remains the only power to
possces the most legitimate rights ol sovercignty over the
archipslogos of Spratley and Paracels because it has fulfilled
the conditions rcguired by the Conventionsof 1885 concerning
the cstoblishment of territorial compeotency.

The Government of the Republic of Viet-Ham deeluares that
it has full sovercignty ever the Spratlcey and Paraccls and
therefors rojeets any claims [rom any foreign power over
those dislanda. !




Election News

Electoral News Center On this occasion, President Thieu also

disclosed that his Press Secretary, Mr. Hoang
SAIGON, July 29 (VN)-- The South Viet- Duc Nha, had been to the United States, where

namese Government has just allocated VN he tried to probe journalistic circles for
$40,000,000 for the reconditioning of a the number of American reporters that wish
building in downtown Saigon, which is to to cover the coming crucial elections. ''We
serve as the Electoral News Center (ENC), welcome anybody wishing to come and see for
according to President Nguyen Van Thieu. himself how honest and authentic the coming

Once called "Saigon Departo' it was one of ¢€lections will be'", the President also said.
the biggest department stores in the capital.

The building will be equipped with the best 617 Voting Booths for Lower
communication facilities to help journalists House Elections in Saigon

from foreign lands follow "electoral develop- .

ments throughout the Republic'", Thieu also SAIGQN, July 6 (VP)--Saigon Prefect
said. Col. Do Kien Nhieu made known that 617

voting booths will be established in the

According to the Chief Executive, a top_gapital's 11 precincts for 631,000 voters
notch team of information officers will also 1N the Aug. 29 Lower House election.
stand guard on a 24-hour basis to "help . .
observers from everywhere in the minutest i At a meeting with the press at the
details during their stay in Vietnam'. TheseSaigon City Hall, Col. Nhieu said the
men will also have the task of assisting for-1$suance of voters' cards has been car-
eign journalists in their movements as well Tied out perfectly this year, due to the
as supplying them with whatever backgrouand 1nstallation of an IBM system.
information they may wish to know to have

better knowledge of the issues at stake and The number of registered voters has
the current political situation in South shown an increase over the half-the-Senate
Vietnam. and City Council elections last year.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

1971 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

August 4: (60 days before election day)
Filing deadline for candidacies (filed at Supreme Court)

Lists of voters posted for the first time at local
administrative offices

August 5: First posting in Saigon of lists of candidates

August 9: Deadline for posting lists of candidates in cities,
provinces, districts and villages

August 13: Deadline for filing complaints on qualifications of
candidates
August 20: Deadline for Supreme Court to announce its decision

on complaints
August 24: (40 days before election day)

Deadline for second posting of lists of candidates,
after which candidacies cannot be withdrawn









Entirely manufactured in Vietnam, ex-
cept for its engine, a four-cylinder Lycom-
ing engine, the small plane can reach the
speed of 240 kilometers per hour and fly
for nearly five hours. As an observation
plane, "it can compare with anything pro-
duced by more advanced countries of Asia",
an observer said.

Decisive Battie

SAIGON, July 8 (VN)-- President Nguyen
Van Thieu last week predicted a big and de-
cisive battle between the armies of North and
South Vietnam in the two provinces just south
of the demilitarized zone in "late 1572 or
early 1973". The Presidential prediction
was made at a graduation ceremony at the Nat-
iopal War College in Saigon.

Refugee Population

The number of war refugees in South
Vietnam has decreased to just over a quar-
ter of a million, according to top officials
at the Ministry of Social Welfare, which
has control over all refugee camps through-
out the nation.

Speaking to an audience of top-ranking
officials, the South Vietnamese President
declared he did not believe the enemy to
be ready for a negotiated settlement until
after the next U.S. Presidential race. "Only
until after the allied troops stop taking
part in the actual fighting--by late 1972
or early 1973--would a big decisive battle
develop between the armies of North and
South Vietnam", President Thieu said, "and
the result of this battle would either be
serious negotiations for a peace settlement
or a tacit acceptance of the Communists of
their defeat'.

According to the same source, as of
last April 30th, only 253,808 persons were
living in refugee camps after 1,778,561
persons had returned to their villages and
another 1,798,717 had been resettled. Dur-
ing the past few years, also according to
these officials, 3,831,086 persons had been
recorded as war refugees.

The largest number of war refugees was
recorded in 1970, when 750,906 persons had
to seek refuge in government-controlled
areas or request govermment assistance for

various periods of time. The smallest num-
ber--300,085--was recorded last year.

President Thieu was of the opinion that
the North Vietnamese still had the capability
of mounting '"localized offensive campaigns
of some intensity, which they would stage at
politically propitious moments'.

The South Vietnamese leader had some
advice for '"peace'" elements in South Vietnam:
'""We cannot ape the Americans in everything.
As a nation the Americans are like a super-
man whose constitution makes it possible for ?AIGON, July 21 (VP)-- Open Arm§
him to swallow a large amount of poison. Ours agencies throughout the country received
will not survive even a much smaller dose'. 365 Communists last week within the frame-
Earlier, he also warned the nation not to work of Nguyen Trai 4 campaign.

'"sleep on our laurels for the enemy can still
strike us forcefully in some sections of the
Republic''.

365 Reds Rally inWeek

Out of this number, 185 were military-
men, 133 political agents, and 47 other
elements.

The TV Military Region topped the
list with 300 returnees.
First Plane Made InVN
Sources from the Open Arms Ministry
reported that since early this year,

The first plane made in Vietnam, the
TP.001, has been manufactured by the South
Vietnamese Air Force at the cost of approx-
imately US §5,000. TP stands for ""Tien
Phong" or "Vanguard".

12,014 Communists returned to the govern-
ment side from all over the country,
bringing the total number of returnees
to 185,078 since the promulgation of the
Chieu Hoi policy on February, 1963.
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eceCconomic news

Concession Rights for
Petroleum Exploration

SAIGON, June 10 (VP)-- The Government
of the Republic of Vietnam has officially
announced today that it intends to grant
concession rights for petroleum explora-
tion and exploitation on part of the con-
tinental shelf of the Republic of Vietnam.

The area open for exploration and
exploitation is about 400,000 square kilo-
meters, or about 160,000 square miles. It
is an offshore area that lies off the coast
of southern South Vietnam and extends from
the South China Sea to the Gulf of Thailand.

In a press conference this morning at
the Ministry of Economy, the Minister of
Economy, Mr. Pham Kim Ngoc said that the
announcement Order No. 249-BKT-VP-UBQGDH
was signed yesterday. The announcement is
the result of several months of examination
and consultation with the National Petroleum
Board and with a number of foreign experts.

Even before the Government made the
announcement, it was known that more than
300 international oil companies had shown
a desire to bid for the concession rights.

The Minister of Econcmy also announced
that in several months to come the Govern-
ment will carry out steps toward granting
concessions according to international
practices.

COMMERCIAL BANK

The following table shows the position of Viet-
namese banks compared to their foreign counter-
parts in terms of deposits as of December 31, 1970.
(All figures in million piasters).

Savings
Nationality Number Demand & Time Total

of Banks of Banks deposits deposits deposits
Vietnamese 15 21,531.2 224614 43,0926
French 3 7.998.6 5.929.7 13,928.3
Chirese 3 3,902.8 3.089.6 6,992.4
American 2 2,2680.3 1492.6 31529
British 2 1,939.0 91%.6 2,856.6
Thai 1 1,001.0 610.4 1.611.4
Japanese 1 377.1 484.5 B51.6
Karcan ) 1 100.5 2254 3259
Total 28 39,110.5 35.211.2 74,321.7

Planning and National
Development Ministry

Decree No. 64/SL. PTQG dated June 28,
1971 and signed by Prime Minister Tran
Thien Khiem stipulates the duties of the
newly appointed Minister of Planning and
National Development as follows:

- To cooperate with other government
agencies concerned with the contrel and
use of national resources;

- To map out national development
plans to be submitted to the government
for approval and to disseminate the ap-
proved plans among agencies concerned
with implementation;

- To keep track of and to promote
the implementation of national develop-
ment plans, including investment programs;

- To study and disseminate scienti-
fic and technological progress to serve the
national interest;

- To supervise the conduct of nation-
al statistical activities;

The newly appointed Minister of Plan-
ning and National Development is Mr. Le
Tuan Anh who was formerly "Administer
General" of public enterprises.

DEPOSITS

The following table shows deposits of the Viet-
namese “Big Five” as of December 31, 1970: (All
figures in million VN$).

Savings
Demand & Time Total
deposits deposits deposits

Banks

1. Vietnam Commercial

Corerpam Cor $.585.9 10.618.0 19.203.9
2. Tiz_1 Ng}_lia Bank 24348 1.471.7 39065
3 Sglgon Banlk 20426 1.481.9 35249
4. Victnam Bank 1,110.4 19481 3.058.5

5 The Commerecial &

quustrial Bank of
Vietnam ) 1_,589.2 1.367.6 2.956.8
Total 15,762.9 16.887.3 32.6560.2
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The Origin of the Watermelon

A Vietnamese Fable
Adapted by George F. Schultsz

This 1s one of the oldest
legends of Viet-Nam, purportedly
going back to the period when the
eighteenth (and last) King Hung
Vuong of the Hong Bang dynasty was
ruling in the kingdom of Van Lang.

If we can accept the legend
as the basis for some truth, it
would seem to 1ndicate that ftraders
arriving from the South Sea islands
may have brought the first water-
melon seeds to Southeast Asia as an
article of trade., The ancestors
cf the Vietnamese may have been in
communication with these peoples
a5 early as the third century EB.C.

* k *

When Cu Con was only a little
boy, he loved to watch the royal
procession as King Hung Vucng XVIIL
would pass through the streets of
the capital., OCne day, the king
noticed the boy'!'s handsome face and
bought him from his parents. Cu Con
was taken to the royal palace,
educated, and given the name of
Mai Yen; however, everyone prefer-
red to call An Tiem,

The lad learned his lessons
well and in a short time proved
himself as proficient in the rhymes
of poetry as in the profession of
arms, As the king's adopted son,
An Tiem received many favors and
at the age of nineteen was married
to a beautiful young woman named
Nang Ba. As a wedding present the
young couple were given a magnifi-
cent castle. They were very well
matched and were expected to lead
a happy life together for many
years to come,

10

An Tiem was very clever in
every kind of business enterprise and
with the king's friendly approval som
accumulated a large fortune; indeed,
he became the wealthiest man in Van
Lang. At the same time, however, he
made enemies who were constantly see-
king ways to do him harm,

One day, a visitor to the
capital happened to praise An Tiem's
success. The laiter thoughtlessly
remarked that it was due entirely to
his own efforts., These words were of
course reported to the king, who 1in-
terpreted them to mean that An Tiem
and his wife were ungrateful for the
royal kindnesses that they had recdved.

King Hung Vuong then decided
that it would be necessary to punish
them for their show of ingratitude.
They were crdered banished to a small,
deserted island off the coast of
Thanh Hoa,

"Je shall see how well An Tiem
can succeed on his own," thought the
monarch,

An Tiem, Nang Ba, and their
children were permitted to take with
them only a small supply of focod,
some seeds, and a few ordinary tools.
As soon as they arrived on the island,
An Tiem get about clearing the swamps
and tilling the soil so that he would
be able to provide for his family., He
felt certain that Heaven would reward
his efforts.

One day, a flock of birds flew
over the island and dropped a number
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of small, black seeds. An Tlenm
planted them carefully in the sandy
scll and in a few weeks vines began
to appear and on them some long,
sreen melons. When cut,the melons
were found to have a delicious,red
pulp in their center. An Tiem and
his family ate some of the fruit
and replanted their black seeds in
the soll. Melons were soon growing
everywhere on the island,

When a ship was wrecked off
An Tiem's island, the sailors found
their way ashore and bought some of
the melons. On reachling the main-
land they told stories of the deli-
cicus fruit found on the island.
The news spread rapidly and traders
went there in great numbers, eager
to buy the wonderful, new product.
In & short time, An Tiem became as
wealthy as before,

When King Hung Vucng learned
of his adopted son's success, he
began to regret having banlshed him.
He had never ceased loving and
therefore invited him and his family
to return tc the capital, An Tiem
was reinstated at the court and all
his former possessions were retur-
ned to him, It is needless to say
that in the future he was more care-
ful when speaking of his success,

Since thebirds that had
dropped the first seeds on the
island had flown in from the west,
An Tiem named his discovery tay

ua, " the western fruit." But
gua,

when the Chinese tried the melon
and found it very tasty, they sald
"hau hau (very delicious), " and
the name adopted by the Vietnamese
became dua hau (dua, melon; hau,
delicious). T

important Notice

VIET NAM BULLETIN is issued and sent FREE
OF CHARGE

) Readers-excluding Organizations, Libra-
ries, News Agencies- whose names are on our
mailing list and who wish to continue to re-
ceive VIET NAM BULLETIN are requested to
complete this form and send it to VIET NAM
BULLETIN, Embassy of Viet Nam, 2251 'R St.
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20008.

. Starting from September,1971, our new
mailing list will be based exclusively on

the readers’ replies.
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