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PREGAfJ'TION5 'ito BE 'r AK.gN AGAINST hUWl1.1\rUW i\NJ PILF&..lNi..lS .- • - __ .Ii .... _ ._ ... ~. _ _ .. 10' __ 

~l1J.5t as does .Am(~rica" Laos has its hurgle,:;'''8 ana pilfererso The Security 
.. ;-ep£,rtment has researched this ai tuation inIJiantiane and offers the followi.ng 
housohold security tips to help keep you from I:;~il,g a. '~ictim, or, at lellst, to cut 
y<}ur losses: 

10 BefOl"e hiring a servant" check his references or take i".ira to the U 0 S~ 
i'dssioll (bard Sem eft (hGS) it acrOBS the street from the U. tL Embassy, fer file 
chccld.ng, :ti..YJgerprinting, IJ Card inspection!l ~md interrogationo Have tt;e servant 
bring ","ith him a one=inch square photo of himself. Otherwise the service is free. 
The Mas will advise IOU if the servant has a bad record~ To.make this Servant 
Idr::ntification Program effective l\ you should notify the ftGS of any bad experience 
yOlJ. he.ve td th the servant later, 

2" Put new locks on the draw-ers, wardrobes or closet uoors insid.e .... -bien you 
keep your valuableso Then hide the keys" 

3. .Never lea.ve your wallet, purse, jewelz-y, cash 01' checkbooks lying out. 
It. is unwise ana unfair to tempt a servant (or your own or neighbor ~8 children) 
th~1;, much. 

4., Instruct your servants not to allow theil' friendS or une..1tpected visitors 
to enter the house during your absence" Such p~rS(Jn8 could be "spotters" for 
professiona.l thie."e8~ 

5 0 When you decide to terminate a servant, pay him off (with an extra pa.yday~s 
salary) and send him away iumediately~ .:b not give him t"o weeks notice, for 
instance3 and keep him employed durir.g that period" Instead of workin8 for you" 
he l'lill use the two -weeks to brood and think of 'ways to get even, 

B, fr,vention..Qf. OiAtsid.§..!l~ (ay Professional &rgla.re) 

10 If possible, choose to live in a, house 01" apartment \to·ith a high wall or a 
strong, high fence all the way around it. ,i\.parlmerfu s are more secure than houses .. 
say the insurance companies. 

utlashlight, 
2. Hire a nightwatehur.a.,"l~ Arm him lnth a billy stickrand a whistle" The U. s. 

Miasion Guard Service can usually supply a night watchman for your home fOT limited 
periods of tim at a rate of 35 cents per hour ~ 

30 Rig some lights outsidet.o illuminate th.:t yard, 

40 Get a watchdog tor the ya:r"tL and train m,m to bark fiercely at (but not 
hite) strangers _ A dog for inside the house ~\lld be helpful, al80 0 

5. Loclt all ga.tes., doors arlO. winuowa prior to retiring. Screens 00 not afford 
adequate protection since these can be easily ana silently alit open. 

6. At night, if you nonoally keep your bedl'oom door closed, you should lock 

7.. Install bells or alarms, anu dO not oil any hinges.. lou will want to 
hear it someone enters. 
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8, If' you m.ust have maintellance men inside the hov.se) try to conceal targe't, 
it.ems (such as Hi Fi equi.prnent, cameras" watc.l-tes; cash, et~ .). Those mon, or 
their f~iends~ may return ur.invitedc 

9" A boOll to burglars 1.8 a house in which the occupants sleep in airconditioned 
bedrooms, 'While the living reom downstairs or in front is full or prizeu itemso The! 
burglar knows that the roar of the air conditjoner3 lNill clrcnm cut any noise he !l!akes, 

10 0 ~ ~ be a. hero and chase a burglar 0 YOl)o are not going to teach him or tbe 
La:> J:eople any lessons if you c.at(m him, On t.i1e other hand, he might just turn on 
you and kill you u Instead.; ii' you think you hear a burglar J turn on some lights 
ar,d stomp around ~= slCA1,; most probably he will drop his booty and I""un away. If 
you do spot him, shout or blow a whistle; that shoula send litm on his way" lteroomber 
that despite some recent Ir.ocli.fJ.eations to the rules, Air Aul.erica employees are 
still prohl bited from possessing fireru>jUS in 3ou.theast Asia. without special perlIds·~ 
SiOJle If you were to shoot a burglar, even if you do not. get into serious trouble 
l:t:!:th the Company,) th.i.nk of thr:, int.erminable police interrogationa, court appearances) 
d~manda for written reports)' newspaper publicity.9 fines, pay=offs" and possible 
j:.:.il sentenci.'lgs or ejection from the country to which you woul(t be sUb.1ectecL It 
l<:ould be a nightmare experience lasting months, In short; ~ l!Qt shoot him.; ju.st 
scare him off 0 

lL It you are going to be sway frolr. Vientiane for an extended period, ask 
another Alllerican to check your hOlise from tim~ to time <, PriZed items and valuables, 
if smallS' h"Quld be bet.ter off left in the home of a friend \ .. 110 is remaining behind 0 

10 The first normal 'Alot'kday after you uisccver that you have been !lk.hamoyed,1\ 
6~ to the MUS office and report~he incident? You will be &tivised whether or not 
a report to the local poJice would be requireu or worthwhile. The Jo1GS will ?lso 
advise you whether or not the incident shotlld be reported to AJ\J.4 Securit .. y ~ 

:.20 In Laos ll unfortunately, very little stolen property is ever recovered; and 
then only if the victilil knOlliS and is able to identify the tti'!Ves, 'rhe Lao Police 
alao expect a generous reward for :::.1/'.1 pro~rty restored to ita owner 0 

1, Ther.! is at least one inSl.lranCe company in Vientiane which will sell you 
loss Insurance (Fire or theft) on your personal property. 'l'he annual premium is 
2 % of the value you declare \,;,hen you take out the poUcyq l!:ach item covered must 
be d;:?ecribed in detail, "dth model and serial number noted. 

20 It ~'Ould be a good idea for you t,Q in'lfentor'Y all your personal property 
anY4ay, whether or flat you intend to l;over it by insura.llce e You shoulu keep a copy 
ot the list in a safe place in Vientiane anu send a copy to a friend in America, 
If you were to report a theft to the Lao police" they 'lr!5.11 delaatld all the statistics 
on the stolen property: date of purchase" value; Ir,al{e, meQel, serial nwaber, ete 0 

Air P.merica J Vientiane 
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