JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL-ACCOUNTING
BOX 64044
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044

John 14 January 1994

Enclosed are all the materials I have found on the two Air
America cases we will be investigating on our fourth trip to Laos
this fiscal year (94-4L). The team will be out there from
7 March to 8 April and the Ritter case is a high priority for
both us and the Lao Government. Any comments you might have on
the two case will be welcome. Also, if you can come up with
Ernie Brace’s phone number, I could use it. To officially change
the location where we carry his incident, I will need to contact
him. Thanks for your interest in this case and give me a call
collect at 808-477-2101 if you have any information.

Sincerely

o m— N
Q:§A&&\ Evatggﬁ\
Bill Forsyth
Senior Analyst for

Laos and Cambodia
MIA cases
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JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER

LIAISON OFFICE
AMERICAN EMBASSY
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96346

FROM: JCRC-LNB 25 February 1984
SUBJ: Letter of Transmittal, Documents From Mrs. Vergie Townley

TO: Commander, JCRC
Barbers Point, HI 96862

1. On 13 Feb 84, JCRC LNO met with Mrs. Vergie Townley (wife
of REFNO 1791-02) and Mrs. Barbara Ritter (wife of REFNO 1791~

03).

2. The attached documents were provided by Mrs. Townley, and
were cited by her as supporting her contention that her husband
is still alive. The majority of the documents were obtained
from Col Earl Hopper (and are so marked), but are believed to
have originated with Fred Zabatoski. Also attached is a DIA
evaluation of a photograph which Mrs. Townley believes is that
of her husband.

3. Mrs. Townley asked that the attached documents be added to

her husband's file.

PAUL D. MATHER
Lt Col, USAF
JCRC Liaison Officer

Atch: as

Cy to: DIA/DC-2

PN . I 13 g A
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yZ’A. Target area.

1.

N

2.

Reeducation Canp- Muang Sai, Live Americans.

Aircraft crash sight- Muang Pak Bonqg, Remains.

B. Intelegence Reports.

1.
Z.
3.

10.

Lao Pao 6/15/81.

Khampha Souvandi (Thit Pha) 6/18/21.

Khamchan Savat 3/19/82.

Sanatized CIA report (rec 6/9/79) dt prior to Oct. 15th, rcl. May 1979.

. Pathet Lao General 8/73.

. Map 5/81.

.. Swiss embassy report 1973.

. Radio- Sam Nuea 8/17/72, in file 12/12/73.

. Leaflets dropped 1/15/72, tail #.

Fact summery.

C.Possiable individules in area. 12/2%/71 on C123,‘ﬁ293, Northwestern Laos.

1.R0y Francis Townley- a trained airplain mechanic.

Z.George Ritter

3.Edward Wissenback

4.

an Lao crew member.
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1.Lao Pao 6/15/81.

Report#l, Agent#l date June 15, 1981. Place: Chang Rai, Thailand. Name: Lao Pao,

age appox 41, Tribe. Himong, Place 6f birth: Ban Howayla. Lnang Pabang, Lios, Job
Vi]]agé Headman.

On April 1, 1981 Lao Pao was arrested by Pathet Lao patrol for the murder of a
Pathet Lao Propaganda Team Member who was in the area of his village. Lao Pao was
trucked to the Muang Sai area reeducation camp appox. coord. RC1391. He was confined
tq a holding cell for appox. 15 days before interrogation by police commander. The
compound was mainly used as reeducation camp for Royal Lao Troups after the fall to
cormunist forces in 1975. While being taken to the interrogation office on the other

side of the compound a light Soviet truck entercd the compound. The truck stopped and

two Lao Tung guards armed with AK's disenbarked following the two armed quards were-

T,

what Lao Pao thought was white Americans, 2 of them, dressed in dark blue and purple
clothing, no shoes, no hats. Lao Pao attempted to stair at the men but was told to

put his head down and "Don‘t look at the Americans” order from his guard. Lao Pao in
his breif observ;tion, stated both men were very old looking, not much hair, medum
heighi, appox. medium weight, appox. 140 1bs. POW's did not show a very happy type
attitﬁde and the guards $tood very close to them with weapons at the ready.’They were
escorted to a building with a radio antenna sticking from the roof. Lao Pao was inter-
rogated foo appox. 8 hours.When they came from the interrogation room it was dark out-
side and the truck was gone. He never saw what he thought was Americans again. Lao Pao
was found not to be guilty of his crime. He was held a total of 21 days at Muang Sai.
He and his family escaped from Laos shortly after that and came to Thailand. Lao Pao
is now with the resistance group I have formed and is willing to go back to the Muang

Sai area on a rescue or recon mission. .
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2. Khampha Souvandi (Tﬁit Pha) 6/18/81.

Report #2, Agent #2. Date June 18 1981. Place Chang Rai, Thailand. Name Khampha
Souvandi (Thii Pha) age 48, Tribe Lao, Place of birth; Vein Puu Ka, Luang Pabang,lao,
Job 1966-75 Master Sergent Royal Lao Army.

Appox. 1976 Thit Pha was rounded up by a purge team of P.L. he was told he had to go
to the peoples reeducation program in the Muang Sai area. He was confined in one of
there large. barracks each holding appoxl 250 other prisoners. He attended cldsses day
and night for political and propaganda purpcses. His compound was gquardad by a police
company made up of appox. 40 Lao Tung personnel. (One day Appox. Dec. 1980 he was
assigned an outside duty to go to HMung Sai airfield to fill in some holes in the run-
way. While walking down the road to the airfield appox. 1 mile from his camp, é light
truck come by. Thit Pha saw in the back of the truck, two guards and what Pha thought
to be two white men. Upon reaching the airfield the truck was parked appox.50 yards
from where he was filling holes. At that time a light silver in color plain landed.
Discribed as a long or other U-10 type. The truck pulled up to the aircraft and the
Americans were ordered of f the truck by the guards.

The Americans had a tool box and were seen working on the landing gear and the engine

. !
of the plain. They were observed by Thit Pha for appox. 30~40 minutes, they were wear-

ing light kakhi s-irts and pants, no hats,no shoes. Appeared to be old with'some bald-

ing and light color hair. They did not talk to each other or their guards. The é
Americans got in their truck took off towards Muang Sai, after the plain left. He
discribed tha airfield as appox 300 ft. and gquarded by appox. 60 Vietnamese and
Pathet Lao. Ubon returning to the compound Thit Fha disclosed what he had seen with
other prisoners. The otherssaid "oh they are American pilots captured during the war"

but do not discuss them or ask about them. He <aid that the athar nricaner< <aid that




’

seen on the airfield by other prisonérs servicing aircraft that come in. Thit Pha .

escaped while on a work detail cutting woop in May 1981. He was.inposscessed at the
Ban Tong refugee camp in Thailand. He is now the sargent major of the HQ group of the
resistance. He has personnly guided me into Laos 7 times during the period 81-82.

- Very much trusted and respected éy all. Is willing to lead rescue or recon patrol into
area. Map is drawn byThit Pha. Map matches regular issue maps with very few mistakes.

Compound drawing also matches that of agent #1.

-
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3. Khamchan Savat 3/19/82.

Report #3, Agent #3,Agent #3 is a very special case: Agent #3 w-S unknown to me until
3/19/82. He was debriefed in the Lao Language by an interperter who was on hire by

_ the CIAf The CIA agent that was working with me let the interperter do-all the
questioning and taping; Iwas promised.a transvript of the debreafing but never was
provided such transcripts. I was not allowed to attend the polygraph te;t conducted
at the Railway Hotel in Chaina Mai and the CIA agent was also not allowed to attend.
I provided this agent from the country of Laos at the CIA's.request. The individual
was under a stressful situation as I brought him into Thailand with no 1.D0. or travel
permit. Transported him 300 miles to a large city and turned him over to a CIA agent

who did not speak Lao. The questions were asked by an interpretd;'for the polygraft. -

. /

After the test agent #3 was sick to his stomack., nervious and ery upset. The CIA
claimed he was not telling the trath. I have no idea what questions were askéd.
Name:Khamchan Savat, gae: appox 26 Born Muany Ay Luang PraBang, Laos. Job:Cook for
Lao Tung Guards and prisoners at Na Bo located 6 Kms east of Muang Sai.,Tribe :Lao
Tung. |

The following information was extracted from the cook after the CIA interogation.
Savat was working for Pathet Lao forces in the notheastern corner of Laos for appox
2 years, between Dec.79 and Dec.81. Savat's unit was assigned to the Muang Sai area to
conduct guard duty on a prison compound. Savat arrived in the Muang Sai area appox
May or June 198i. His duties included cooking for his unit and for what he described
as two American prisoners held in a special compound by themselfs. He said that most

of the time he only was allowed to take the food to the main gate guard. But, on

<pveral arraccinne nhcarvad twn Amnricanc hroinaht ant of the eomnnund. made to put on

SI——

BN
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He Claims that other guards told him that they were Aﬁerican pilots captured appox

10 years ago during the war and were now being used to work on air plains that landed
at Muang Sai airfield. Savat claims to personaly observed these people many times
until his escape and defection in Dec. 81. He claims that the prisoners eat twice a
day, mainly rice and food from the jungle, and are allowed to wash in é nearby strean.
They are exercised and smoke cigaretts, and are treated well because they work on
aircraft for the Vietnamese and Soviets..Khamchan Savat is now located in a resistance
camp of mine for security reasons. He.is a qgoed esset and is willing to return with

resistance forces to photograph or attempt rescuc.

o
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5. Pathet Lao General 8!73.

Thiis General named Roy townley as being in captivity.
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7. Swiss Embéssy report 1973.

The Swiss Embassy told Mrs. Townley in 1973 that they had confirmed Roy

as being held.
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10.Fact summery.

Cross referance materal:

1. Thit Pha and Lao Pao's compound maps match except for one building.

2. Area map matches 1:250,000 Air map.

3. CfA Report CS-311/10502 released 1979 gives exact location of reeducation ceup.

4. CIA Report dated 1976 (notAAvailable)‘ex-prisoner discribed compound, activities, ca
commander..and identified unit as 10 po]icé company: tribe Lao Tung.

5.Cross referance with Thai Intell. people and D.1.A. officials verify compound and

airstrip as confirmed as reported.

6.Ex Air American piolot Bob Moeberg and Emmett Kay also verfy airstrip and Muang Sai

area from drawings and débreifing.

7.0ther refugee reports also taken frem other camps (heresay type) show very possiably

. e
true in referance to two Ameri¥ans,.

8.This C-123 is the only airplain Air America has not been able to account for.

9.The CIA report shows more men captured (confirmed) alive than Emmet Yay.

10. A11 these agents know the area well.

11. None ever spoke to each other nor met each other befor being tested.
12.Thesé three are from three different ethical groups.

13. A1l reports are sightings generally in same time frame.

14.Repeated debriefings colaborate the evidence in minute details.
15:5wiss Embassy said men in Muang Sai in 1973, reportedly JTownley.

16.-Book- Air America, agent reported that George Ritter was alive and being held at

Maung Sai.

17.Biographin report page 23 shows Ritter, Townley, and Weisenback shot down in area
and taken alive.

18. Picture of Roy Tcwnley in hospital bed surfaced in 1975.

g R P AAES fo 4
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19. Dr. Paul Linastrom in a news Artical staied that these three were alive in 1975.

20. A1l agents are willing to return to the area.

21. A Pathet Lao General positively I.D.ed Townley and other pilots as being céptured

22. In 1973, Mat Lee Kiail, who was incharge of all POW's had info on these three.
23. Radio Sam Nuea broadcast their capture.

24. The-DIA has the charter for POW/MIA issue, yet the CIA deployed an agent with me
in 1982, unknown to the DIA or U. S. Embassy and we worked independeﬁt of official
channels (i.e. U.S.Embassy station chief in Bangkok). /

25. Many reports have b-en recieved by POW/MIA groups that people were reported in
this area.

26. DIA has overflown the area but will no release pictures.

27. DIA debriefed me for 3 days in Hashington, D.C. and wds going to support me to
a certain extent but CIA handled me directly.

28. Cnly 10% of the Live stghtings have proved to be false.

29.Townley, Ritter and Weissenback were civilan people on contract to the CIA.

30.A11 are qualified mechanics.
31. Discription as to weight, height, and age all match.
32.Five confirmed by CIA POW canps were in Nothern area of Laos.

33. 70 air craft went down in the northern area with no accounting.
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E. Contacts for inteligence.

Chow La- pro western in ideals, 6 tribe coalission, OB 8k in 30-14 strong.
Major lee Kiam

Khamchan Savat

Lao Pao

Ed McWilliams

Paul Bennet?

John harney

Amb. Dean

James L. Buckley

£i11 Crothers

Jim Condrey ,
Denny Lane -

Dave Claton
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&. Agents Background.

-Last activity 6/82 with POW/MIA operation in Laos

-Retired Master Sargeant (E-8) 11/59-11/77.

-advisor/supervisor staff of 42.

-4 Vietnam combat tours, special forces, U.S.Army

-Collected and interpreted intelligence information

-Worked directly for -GeneralWilliam C. Westmorland
-Maj. General John K. Singlaub
-Lt. General Harold K. Arron

-Clearance-Top secret crypto

-CIA and DIA contacts.
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ROY FRANCIS TOWNLEY

Civilian
Air America, Inc.

Social Security Number: 525-01-3508
Birthdate: 3 November 1919

Missing in Action
Laos
27 December 1971

' On the morning of 27 December 1971, Roy Townley and 2 othsr Americans were

flying a C-123 Cargo Plane (Number 293) in Northern Laos, carrying rice and

supplies to the Laoc Army. They wore last heard from over Hong Sa and vere

to have landed at Xieng Lom about 11 minutes later., At that timo.thexgé

indicated no trouble. However, the aircraft did not land . Extensive

search efforts were made that evening and night with no sign of the air-

craft or of the crew. A radio transmission from the Pathet Lao was

intercepied and stated that in late December 1971 an American plane was

shot down and all of the Amearicans captured. %Emf3§3ﬁ3_$211k-‘ Pathet Lao

gensral dsfected, and was taken a group of photographs of Americans missing

in Laos. Out of those pictures, he identified Roy and another crev member
b—

as being prisoners he had seen.
m—'—_—”‘*w,) PR
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number 293 in the wicinity of Muong Sai airfield (RC 123 893) in

. Dbecember 1971. According to source, three Americans and one Lao who {
had been aboard the aircraft were captured and later taken to a de- }
tention facility in the vicinity of UG 425 730. Source further stated |
that the Americans were taken out of the detention facility in June 1972
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{CHF) This IR transeits {aforwation ebtained during the alleged debriefing of
Pathet Laa (PL) or Neo Lao Hak Sat "(MLHS) defector SIANG KAZH by L0 VAN GIAY. This
report provides questionable {nformation concerning the dmitiing of an Auerican
afrcraft in De T « the capturs of {ts ¢rew merbers, and their subsequent
fmprisonment. This report {ncludes the locatfon and the description of the detenticrf
facilities contatning the crew members, four additional Aserfczns, and several high
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© = [ because release of {mformation would be detrimental to sources and the preparer of !
this report. - - to H
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1. {CKF) Circumstances of ‘Alleged -Defection. On 4 August 1$72, & casval source.stated .
that L0 VAT S1AT (LVG), a resigent of Vientiane, LAOS, was & personal friend of NS ;
SIANG KAZW (SK}, & masber of the Pathet Lao (PLS or Kco Lao Hak.Sat {NLHS}. SK 1 Rav] ¢
wanted to defect to the Royal Lao Govermment (RLG). but was afraid of being kflled | 1} E {
or severcly punished. According to the casual source, SX wanted to defect to the -8
Avericins to {nsure his perconal safety. This same PL or KUIS mouber had {nformatiof )\ A'EN
pertaining to the downing of an gircraft with a tail nunber of 293 and the sub- )\‘4
sequznt capture of three Azericans and one Lao, SK was allegedly the prison canp b)c\
commander of the detention facility containing these three Arericans, four additiona] S
Acericans and several high ranking. Thal and Lao officers. SK reportedly had (‘)Mf‘m
personally scen the seven Asericans as of 60 days 8go and bad {nformation which .
indicated that the Aoericans were $€111 in the carp as of 15 July 1972, On 13 Augus
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1972, LYG wis contucted by the preparer of this report. LVG allegedly debricfed
SK md obtained the following {aformation.

2. {C) Reported Sighting of Downed American Alroraft .

a. SK allcgedly observed the crash of an afreraft in December 1971, It
ippesred a3z {f the aifrcraft was attempting to wake § landing at Fuong Saf airfield
{3C 123391); however, it landed {n the middle of a stream within 3 two kiloneter
radfus of RC 1189, Just before the crash, the aircraft sounded as 1f 1t had run
cut of gas. The afvcraft finally coce to a stop in the middle of a strean, the
tail section sticking out of.the water. THe murber on the tadl was 293. Three
Avericens and one Lao were captured and at a later unkrma date were taken to a

datentfon facility in the vicinity of UG 425730,
3. (§) Reported Condition of Crew Members - PRRNES

2. The pilot of tha aircraft suffered a broken loft are.
in excellent condition. .

b, The ca-pilot suffered an unknown type injm to the knee. Othandse, he
was in excellent condition.

¢. The fmerican kicker suffered an injury over tha Yeft eye. Otherwise, he
was {n excellent condition. .

d. The Lao kicker, naced mmwm. Tost one tooth. Onhenﬁse. he was in
axcallent condition.

R N Dnt Arer{can mportadly had & ;mll caliber pistol 4n his hip pocket or
strapped to the upper part of his lag. After he errivad &t the dotention facility,
he reportedly gave the pistol to one of the guards. The qucrd sold 1t and bought

food for the Azerican, .

4. (C) Activities After Capture - . K
+ &, SK report€dly Stated to LVG-that the three US end ona Lao PUs were taken
to the detention facil{ty at LG 425130 on an unknown date, SK repartedlyescorted
the prisonars to that locatiop. SK roportedly was the camp comuander at the
detantion facility and saw the Americans on a dajly basts for several months.

b, LYS {nitially reported through the casual source that according to SK the
Anerfcans were still at the detention facﬂid,v_\as of July 1972; ho-aevcr. LVG
reported on 13 August 1972 that SK had statad that the Americans vere taken out
of the detention fac{lity in Juna 1972 znd trmsfermd to Tuyen Guang {nca}, HCRTH

VIETuA4, (No further iaforwatfon.)
5. (C) Description of Detention Facility

4. The dotenticn facility was reportedly located insids a cave vivich had a
five to six meter-high watertall running over the entrinca of the ¢ave. Two cells
vere insids the cave. Oae cell was for V. S, Pis and the other was for the high
ranking Thai and Lao personncl. Outside of the cava were areas for growing
vegetables {ncluding an arca for growing pumpkins. Approximately S0 enery .
personnel reportedly consisting of PL ware- udthin one kilomater of the camp. {No
further faformation.) :

6. {€) Da__y Activitios of the Awrican PWs. The Amaricans veportedly bathed 1d a
nearby streca once 2 week, cut fire wood in the vicinity of UG 423740, and were
als0 utilized to grow vagetables, uzo furthar 1nfomt10n.)

BEUTS:  (CHE) ,
8. Tha casval source who 4nitially pr;ovwed the 1nfnmation concerning the

Ot}\cndse. he LI
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Twave Biaras

availability of an cnczy defector has been providing information to this office on
a dally besis for severel years. Information previously provided nas beea Trom
unknown sources and of questionable validity., The casual source has in the past
tended to maxinize, wmininize, or manufacture information to mzet the requirement
“of the particular quoestion that was ssked biat, In addftion, he is part:cular!y
{nept at asking the proper questions whcn dcbriefing any one of his "many” sources.

b, Local 1{aison was conducted and it wvas determined that in fact &.C-123
afrcraft with tail number 233 was lost {n Decesber 1971, that three Americans and
one Lao were on the afrcraft, and that the afrcraft wsteﬂously disappearced
during & routine mission.

c. After proper coordination with appropriate {n-country agencies had beeu
1 effected, the casual source was again chntacted and told to arrange a meeting with
i B the PL. The casual source was fosediately told that {f the PL was who he said he
- - . was and had the information which the casual source had {ndicated, sppropriate

E . rewards for a1l concerned would be wade, He was additionally teld that means
<2 : existed to detérmine the veracity of the information. Repeated attempts,
_{3 R according to the casual source, were rade to contact LVG and SX. Contact was
- finally effected with LVG on 13 August 1972, At that time, LVG stated that SK
e had made arrangements to defect to the RLG in Pakss and that 5X was defecting his
. N - entire organization to fncluda 47 w2n and one woman, The actual defcction would
s . take place on 14 August 1922. Thercfore, {t would not be necessary for SK to
S west the preparer of this report. When LYG was reminded of the rewards which

R ) could be made {f the fnformation was accurate, he then stated that SK would attempt
. h . to return to Vientiang and provide the detailed information pertaining to the
T Mcrigc:dns and the aircraft downing aftar the details of his defection were
avranged,

d. 1t has been epparent to this office from the init{al reporting of the
) {nformation that the entirc report strongly hinted of & fabrication or at least
' i was being partfally manufactured. However, because pleces of {nforzation matched
e . favorably with known sfrcraft downing data, it was dotermined necessary to atteapt
to effect contact with the alleged dafector, .

[ -

e. Afr America has pudlicly anncunced availeble rewards for informatfon cone
cerning the downing of the aircraft and the disposition of-the crow wenders. The
casual source made mention of this reward during his first report of the availability
of & knodledpesble source. He Yater {ndicated that LVG was zware of the reward . - ¢
&nd that LVG had told 5K of the reward. The taf) number of the sircraft was not . ;
wade public; hocever, during the SAR%ffort, Afr Awrica representatives partici-
pating in the effort stated that the nurder 293 was used over the atrweys and ;
could have been picked up by anyone listening in on that particuler frequency. {
KHAIPHAM 1s the nane of the missing Lao crew mewber, The fact that LY( was able i
t provide the nams of tho Lao kicker i not dut dgniﬁcmt in that his nama {
could easily be obtained locally,

f. Informaticn contained in this report has been passed to lrregular Assets i
for furthcr exploftation 1f and when SK surfaces in Pzkse, LAOS. If 5K in fact. ¢
exists, 1t is doubffyl that he had __  accass to the type of informatfon given in — {
this report. /It {5 probable-that most informatfon contained in this report has | . %

" been’ {ebricated in an attzzpt to obtain tometary vewards.—

On 20 August 1972, after final prep;ntion of th*ls report, the casual source
reported that 5K had defected {n Pakse, LAOS, together with 53 parsonnel. .On 21 Auggyst
1972, the casval source repomd that SK would'be made available on 21 August for dey-
tailed dabriefings.

h. As of 21 Aogust 1972, @ccnnﬂng t.o irrequler Assets, no information has been
received which indicates that ¢ cofection of this miny personnel has taken places i
report has been received wirich would fadicata that 3K has defected.
R f. Further etmspfs w11 be made to contact SK for detailed debriefing concernity

in;ormtionlconuincd in this report. Information ohtained will be forwarded in 2
’ subsequent IR
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Tais Tepors (Lnealns the results of the de&aﬂefing of alleged Pathet Lac (M)
(oo tor SIMAG RARL concerning the douning of an American afrcraft, tie Jisposition
iUe grey ne:tnr.. and a reported PU detentjon facility in LAGS used 4o detain
_ifremafe cres caders and three edditional Awericans, The caveat 0 FORZIG!
FEIRATION {s r*q:ircd because release of !nfomatian uoum be dctrimenta\ to
prem ar of th*s remart. .
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uas in contact v vm A 1mw¥daal Jhio wanted to Gefect. The indivicuzl who-wantad

i*mf 1isted in t~- 't‘*"- seary. After ine individual reucrtedly defectes

* ite Kkayal (&0 Gav T TALEY, arrienCiunts were made to wave the individual
id:briefed concer - nis roported b . nowl e seability, On 24 Aujust 1972, the Source
ks vebrizfed for  Srroxiuately twd acurs,

P00 Sames t o anic Pata. Source provided the following data:
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crfect was nar ¢ SLARG NAEG (SK). .lle repcrtecly had percenal knowledge concprning

L nevs Hlamk)

i
-
I~

} % ATTACHENT CaTa

x w1t bmawOn e

-

_fz-;-;nu.un« . cm..:_ oo 17, DOMMSNSLING DAY &¢
Lt nAC Class{fied by U. S. Army Attacnd,
R Laos
EXEXPT FROI GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION .
c SCHECULE CF EXECUTIVE OALER 1163P Hone
20y (aepnd EXEPTLION CATEGORY (2)  ° .
2 S ST DECLASSIFY O 31.DEC 1982
< L' JU&&-\)T}A]
7T G EROUP .
,. ) 7, 03 ,J‘ ("m“ . ) N
i i, SPECIAL ACTS, dn6HOK L .
; — R .
* : . .
: p RN
oy Fofe . - i EXR S WL ATAE b FORG Wdl, § Auk 8T
)u.m ..13..«» R TR AN o e e i
. WeLp wwrm, ¢ Fam g}

Tatal

foui

ST X3 :<
Y T SR LI

e e e

e S 90 e e g



. weay . T

--._: . R B - L {
[ S P ;no”o. z 297 NG d

.
COMTINUATION SNEET K -, rase 2 " aces
- SRMGIHATON 1} ),\Rn;l
LT . Yientianc, LADS

(00 s eshention wnd Contod Wack tongn)
bon o &

i
&
]
1

(Lawve Biaw. = .,

ST T JRUSSHE L[

. d. POSITION: -Prison Guard

e. POLITICAL CRGUP: _Patiiat Lao P . b

Y . .
f. Date of Birth: Decesder 1925 . ) .
g. Place of 3irta: tuong Paoun Houn, Yient{ahe-Prodince, LAOS ' LF‘*

. Past Asstgnuents: Jofned tne PL 13 1966; was_a Yoldier for nine soonths;
3% 3 houseboy for COL TUAPnAM, CO, Z1st PL bn fnrapproxiwately one year; and

wa: then assicned civilian juard dutfes. Source suted that he has been a civilian
quind for the past ten years.

3. {€) Coming of US Aircraft.

WYL WY v
PRy

é. Source stated that sometime during the period October-December 1971, he

vas working {n the vicinity of Huong Saf {re 1293}, One day, date not recalled.

PL tvldfers working fn the arca told Source thit an Acerican aircraft had crashed

137 Cay bafore {n an area not too far froo wherd they were located. Source initially
- 'pitated t: t he then went to the cragh site to help resove the cargo that was on

the air- aft, Cargo consisted of tim cans, cardboard cartons, uniforas, and rice,
Later ¢ ing the dabriefing, he stated that he only personally saw cne cardboard
cartor. .oxved froa the kircraft.  He later stated that he had only spent approxi-
aatel  -zn oinutes at the crash site. Tnere were lpproximtely 100 PL soldfers

in-t;r  -rea unloading the sircraft.

& T Bescription of afrcraft. Source stated that the aircraft t'aﬁ Yocated tn -
4662, cter, had two engines, a high ta{l, &nd 4 wire rusning from the top of the
gadrcreft to the top of the tail, Source stated that he did not observe any

4 B3

g o

meler on tihe dircraft. He coulan't receaber even {f there was a number on the -
afrcraft tail. He initially stated that the water was very deep and aloost covered .
the-tail. Only a suall piece of the tafl was sticking out of the water. {

5. (€} &ctivﬂies After Qbserving Downed Afrcraft. After observing the aircraft
for approx’; Atﬂy ten winutes, Sou{ce returned 1o the prison facility which was .
logated ir  ‘ie center of Fuone Saf,’ Two days later, the three Auericans and one 4
L35 rep. wea by PL soldfers escortinq thas to bethe crewrwsbers of the doyneo v
l:Arcra?s arrived at Source's cetention facility. They were kept at the facility

< e apnm-uutﬂx four months and Source *lived with thew” for that perfod of time.
3, z¢ later reralled that he had been with thea for about four or five days at 3
15 tim wrlu take 3 one or two day rest, and mld go back and "Hve with thea™
for arovi.r four or five days. . £

e

3. (£ Crew Nembers Condition. Yhen the Axericans arrived at his location, they .
sere 2.1 dressed in FL uniforus, One Aczerfcan had & cinor leg wound (was able to -
211}, the second Jnerican had & winor elbow womkrk! (was aole to wove nis elbow),
n;d :.rae third Azerican had.a atnor cut over his lcft eyebrow. The Lao nad a tootn
xissing. .

. s .

7. {€) Source's Return to Yientiane. Source stated he was tired of living in the
Junziz :nd decided to qﬂt. he then walked to Luang Praoany and took a boat to
n~n..-cm {TE 4787}, LADS. he left iuong Saf approxiwately twe to three wonths aso.

ae thrae Azericans, one Lao, and three 3dditional Acerdicans previo«.sly at the cap
Vare still there when Source left, . .

CLYENS: (ONF) - e . .

2. Source and LO YAH GIAN {LVG) arrived at the designsted meeting place approxi-
mitely one bhour late, The casual source centioned {n the referenced IR was also

l -
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prosent,  Jten > e arrived, . he was vbviously very concemcd over his personal
sefety. .o and L. stated ot 5. was very afraid, taat (hey both had put taefr
Vive, fu juopardy. and that the PL cadre fn Yicntiane wore out to k111 SX. ‘ren
At is wore wad - to tako 3K from the ares {nto a separate roca for debrieiing,
h. sisted on vo .faing with L¥E. As a result, the achriefipg; was conducted in
[t  resewce of LY, 2K, and tae casual source, s

o Source &y, crced as {f he had just co:e out of thp-junale. He appeared to
have little {ntu.hmce and on nuzerous occasfons duriig the debriefing looked
Qt’ LiG for gulds. . on Bow to answer & prticular question. Source was initially
tc‘* teat 1t wa  itnod that he had sisnificant tnforsation concerning averican
WS ana that 1 .28 fuportant for afu ta relay very dccuritely everything that he
thad seen and 1o, > snowld agd notaing to wnat he had scen, If he did not know
i answer to t..  unstion, Ne was to state that he did not know. He was additionaly
Jtold xhat fa ~ses sucn a3 tiese, persons tendod to exaggerate their knowledze
.of 2 particular idert to satisfy the person asking the question. At this poiat.
She 13308 puzzled nd osked LVG what was happening. 5 LVG told him to just answer
" ceastingy © o cverything would Le all right. SX bowed deeply, excused hinself,
6 'ed Z0lgai . e siated hat he hoped he would b2 sble t0 answer my quesiions.

e

-t

um.r_dt. N

¢. Source yos at first very hesitant in answer{ng questions concerning his’
.maonx’l backgroy =z, It brcaze apparent that further quostioning tn this area
Sedfobt c3use Lo - becoce uncoopc-rnivc. Everytirie Source was asked 2 question,
{ths anseer of whi h he wasa't sure, hic would look to LVG for an answer. Tnis
haaendd on 4T @0 48 t- L accesiens,  An exawple of this was when e was asked the
gon 2 vhe afvere s rro oeeshicd.  nie ickered his hesd, tacught for s full ;ninute.
ard so2.od he g o ora crnecber. ke then looked to LVG. LVG was told te Yoo 5%
tvuzver, 8 fed oinutes later, LVG asked SK iF the afrsraft
ched gone dowa in .eder, SK finally stated that he thought the aircraft had gene

“doam durtng the O-{ster-Docember 197) period.

d. Curte; t. -oneral debricfing portion, Seurce had ctated that he had gone
Lo delp unload . :rersft, He later 3taiad in his dztatled debricfing that he
hadg oal: pers.. . chs2ived ane caraboard carton and had only stayed {n tie arz:

o approxfeat: | vimominutes.

e. men §° o« vas asked {f he had observcd the tai} nucber of the afrcrdft,
LYE tecdae sut”  but visfoly disturbed at Sourca’s nggative reply. e

=

f. then S :was asked tg describte the afrcraft, he described {t relatively
coowrately; e o<y 40 sr.auld be noted that plcturis of ine type of alrcraft
thei was lost . o otedt panher ool iterated were dissenirated for pudblic
corstantion. L seeratel c2scribed the three tost prosinent poinls of the
ei=craft ptet - - 1nx magho iail, two engines, apd the wire running froa the afr-
ber=3T tr the 7 4 tee tall. .

s asked to describe the posttion of the afrcraft in the

. LN S
o0t e st t it was flat in the water and was covzletely sulnerged
ool for a s ‘! tice of the tail sticking out of thz yater. then asked

L o the carge 7+ 4 -5 Ly resoved {f the atrcraft were fn such doep water, he becax:2
fnervous and .. . .J Led. if2 then explained that the-PL ..v2 using a swall boel
aft. -

K iy unlotd the -

2. Souric . ; cuestioned fn detail concerning his familiarity with the ferv
crew neabers ¢ .g ihe four month period he stated he "lived with thes.” iw
peonstantly 14060 3ted tihe thenc that he had “lived with then”™ and had seen tus oo
Ees tluast gat y a¢is far the entfre four wonths. Wien asked 1f he knos the nxos

L are Mimens

\u

fof s of the wmoers, LYG suddenly provided the name of KHAWPHAL, the Lac

2k hers: 3o Lo aleied that the Lao's name was KHASPINIH

? . AU th. osint durfng the dinriefing, Source uas becoming visibly upset.

L L 3sked e arrived 1n Viencianc fros uong Sal, both the casual scurce

haad YO 3tte . & o assist nils expl..rawons of Ms travels, After avout twenty

.'ts cends of U Luerronted exglansti: cried that he had to

;
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At this

Icave to pick up 3 "ciild” who was waiting for hia doun,the street.
tise, I esked afs 1f ke could stay for five iore uinutes to Yook at scte picivres.
ke was then teken ovar to 3 corner of tie roou where there would oe less

interference frou LYG, was shoun five groups of pictiires with esch ¢roup containing

LUN S IR G TR . o 2O,

© fue agreed.
four pictures, Crow warber pictures ware interaingled within the total 20 plctures.
. Source studied each graup for approxizately one ginute and was unable to deterwine
y any positive ideatification. Tnc pictures were then placed on.a flat surface ana
A qrouped {ato tie catzsories - five pictures of Leo personnel and 15 {ctures of,
- rierican perscnncl. Spurce studicd the Lio ¢roup for approxicately 15 ainutes
i and finally produced a picture wilch was not 2 picture of the Lao crew.cider. Ee
e then studfed the 15 pictures of A.erfcans for approxizately 15 minutes. de was
yery nervous duriaz tals entire 33 uinutes and finally stated that he was sure
that three picwres he dad chosen viere the thred Aericans reported as the fiarican
iigne of the pictures were of the crew meaters. oy this tiue, LYG ;
Source tien .

crev pesbers.
- ’ tricd to assist Source by asking him wihat prodless ae was Mving.
| Jre-exanined the Lao pictures. LVG was cumoling sccething to i at this tine.
i) Slautes later, Scurce stated that ae had chanied his cind, that tals picture
{the one of KHAPRAR) was the Lac crew secper, lt should be noted that tne
. pletur: s in no way resenbled one ansther, Source then went back through tie pic-
turcs of the Americans &nd dacided that another picture was one of the Auerjcans.
N4 i pictire was & picture of one of the Awerican crew necters.
At this tine, LVG and Source left with LVYG stating that Source would try

hm’:L‘l‘

Roos: o JEURSS

. 3.
to retr . the following cay. During a subsequent 15 inute conversation with the
casual ource during which 1 {ndicated that I suspected Source's story, ne stated
© Jthat ° : felt Source end LVG were lying, that {1t was a fabrication, and thet it
\ab‘ie that Source was a resfdent of Vientiane and had ncver been io ilvong

EELY
Saf
- According to appropriate U.S. “ission ofﬂcers. as of 25 Augun 1872, ;
, _ i
!
i
{
{

So..k ,e Pas not defected to the RLG.
. . 1. s 1s evident fros the above date and corments, Source and LVG have fabri-
~ Poated this entire story to cttain-ronetary revard r peerica. It . :
coU T Ty well be that the casudl SGurce 13 directly or fnétrectiy meoived, I H
This offize considers the iuciéent temiuted. ~ = i
E?'

T e oo tes of this réport hwe been provided to the U.S. Hission.
.. :
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JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER
LIAISON OFFICE
AMERICAN EMBASSY
APQ SAN FRANCISCO 96346-0001

CONFIDENTIAL

FROM: JCRC-LNB REF: RPT $T88-344
TO: Commander, JCRC 15 June 1988

SUBJ: AIRCRAFT CRASH SITE IN SAYABOURI PROVINCE, LAOS

1. Source/administrative data:

2. Summary: Source reports seeing the wreckage of what he heard
was a “pDakota" aircraft. 'The wreckage is in a stream bed near UTHM
coordinate QB 4828. Source does not know if casualties are
associated. End Summary. '

3. Information: Source stated that in 1986 he saw the wreckage
of an aircraft in a stream bed located about one day's walk fron
the Laoc - Thai border. The aircraft was nose first into the
stream and buried up to the wing roots. When he saw the aircraft,
the water level in the steam was high and the aircraft was almost
completely submerged. The ailircraft exterior was mostly rusted,
but Source said he noticed some white paint. No numbers or other
external ID indicators were seen. Source later talked to people
in the area who told him the aircraft was a “pDakota*. He did not
know if there were any casualties associated with the crash.
Source described the location as a few kilometers south of the
fork of the Nam San and the Nam Houang Rivers; estimated vicinity
is QB 4828.

4. Comment: Source came forward to report this information in

response to JCRC's loudspeaker call-out.

PAUL D. MATHER
Lt Col, USAF
JCRC Liaison QOfficer



JOINT CASUALTY CASUALTY DATA DIVISION
RESOLUTION CENTER ANALYSIS & STUDIES

REFUGEE REPORT PRELIMINARY EVALUATION -

REFUGEE REPORT NUMBER & DATE: T88-344, 15 June 1988
ANALYST: SFC W. F. G. Kates
CROSS REFERENCE(S): None

CATEGORY DATA: Crash Site/Firsthand Account

FINDINGS: Initial analysis of the information provided by this
source indicates this report possibly correlates to REFNO 1791.
This is not a final evaluation.

CORRELATE DATA: REFNO 1791: On 27 December 1971, Mr. Edward J.
Welssenback, Mr. Roy F. Townley and Mr. George L. Ritter (U.S.
civilians) and one Lao civilian were crew members aboard an Air
America C-123 aircraft. The aircraft, serial number 6293,
departed Udorn, Thailand enroute to Xieng Lom, Laos with course
changes in Sayaboury and Hong Sa. The aircraft's last known
radar position was in the vicinity of grid coordinates (QB440780,
approximately one kilometer southwest of Hong Sa airfield, .
Xaignabouri Province, Laos. The crew members involved in this
incident are all unaccounted for.

BACKGROUND COMMENTS: The location, the aircraft type and the
description of the wreckage correlate well with this incident.
Although JCRC files contain no accurate crash site location for
this incident, the location of the crash site which the source
reported is well within REFNO 1791's intended flight path. Also,
the term “Dakota" identifies a C-47 aircraft. Both the C-123 and
the C-47 are twin propeller driven aircraft and could be easily
confused.

JOE B. HARVEY

Lieutenant Colonel, USA
Commander

THIS EVALUATION AND THE ATTACHED (SANITIZED) REFUGEE REPORT MAY
BE RELEASED TO THE NOK. THIS EVALUATION IS UNCLASSIFIED WHEN
SEPARATED FROM BASIC REPORT.

DISPOSITION: JCRC-LNB JCRC FILE(S): REFNO 1791
DIA/PW-MIA
OASD/ISA, PW/MIA AFFAIRS
SECSTATE {EAP/VLC)
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SUBJ: JCRC RPT T89=367A1 FULLOW=UP ON CRASH SITE 1IN

LOUANG PRABANG PROVINCE, (A0S (U)

REF; A, JCRC _LTATSON RPT 189=367, S OCT 89 (NOTAL)
B, DIA/PW=MIA 132000Z DEC 89

¢
t
i

1. WGk REF A WAS AN ACCAOUNT OF A VISIT TO AN |
AIRCRAFT CRASH STTE IN LOUANG PRABANG PROVINCE, LAOS ;
AT WHICH THE SOURCE, SAK THE CORPSES - 3
OF : TWO DEAD AIRCREW ME THE BURNED :
COCKPIT. REF A INDICATED A POSSIBLE CORRELATION TO
REFNO 1791 AND REQUESTED THAT JCRC=LNO DETERMINE
VANG PAD HANG’S CURRENT STATUS, SO THAT HE MIGHT BE
CONTACTED AND TNTERVIEWED FURTHER BY PWeMIA,

2. (C) ON 15 DEC 89, JCRC=LNO CONTACTED THE JOINT
VOLUNTARY AGENCY ANO DETERMINED THAT SOURCE HAD NOT
YET DEPARTED CHIANG KHAM CAMP. ON 17 DEC, JCRC=LNO
INTERVIEWER GADOURY TRAVELED TO CHIANG KHAM CAMP AND
LOCATED SOURCE THE FOLLOWING DAY, THE FOLLOWING ARE
ADPITIONAL QUESTIONS ASKED OF SOURCE- ON THAT DAY
Qf. . WHO ELSE BESIDES YQURSELF KNOWS ABOUT THE
AIRCRAFT CRASH SITE YQU TqLD ME ABOUT IN SEPYEMBER?
Al., MY RELATIVES WHO STILL LIVE IN LAOSt GE HANG,
HANG BLIA TU AND STA LENG HANG. THEY USED To LIVE
IN_MUANG HOUN QISTRICT, BuT ALL NOW LIVE NEAR THE
THAI=-LAQ BORDER AT BAN HOUAY HIA,.

G2. IN WHAT YEAR DID THE AIRCRAFT CRASH?

DLVRICDR JCRC BARBERS PT WI(3),..ACT )/ §
ORITY ‘r §
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A2. BETWEEN 1972-73

Q3. IN WHAT MONTH? .

A3. T CAN’T BE SURE==I wAs ONLY ABOUT 14 YEARS OLD UM&S r

AT THE TIME==BUT I SEEM Tn RECALL THAT IT WA DURING S*{EB
THE TIME WE BURNED OFF QUR RICE FIELD3J APRIL OR ' ~r
MAY '

G4, WHAT TIME OF DAY DID THE CRASH TAKE PLACE?

aq, IT WAS ABQUT 9 OR .10 IN THE MORNING, I HAD
WALKED FROM MUANG HOUNG TﬁE DAY BEFORE AND SLEPT
THAT NIGHT AT RAN PHIAGNA, IT WAS THE VERY NEXT
MORNING THAT THE PLANE | ﬁAs SHOT DONWN, .
0S. WHAT WAS THE WEATHER LIKE .-THAT: DAY?: COLD/NARM,
CLEAR/FOG, WINDY/CALMZ  _

AS, IT WAS WARM AND OVERcAST. I DON’T RECALL IT
BEING WINDY.

@6, DOID YOU HFAR OR SEE THE AIRCRAFT? HOW HIGH WAS
IT NHEN YQU SAy IT?

A6, YES, T HEARD THE ENGINE NOISE CLEARLY. _WHEN I
LOOKED UP I SAWw 1T BETWEEN THE SCATTERED CLOUDS.

27. IN WHICH pIRECTTUN WaS TT FLYING?

A7, 1 THINK IT WaAS WEST TO EAST.

08, WHY DID THE ATRCRAFT CRASH?

A8, A3 THE AIRPLANE APPRQOACHEND, I HEARD THE LOUD
NOISE FROM MANY CHINESE ATG GUNS ALONG THE RQAD,

THE AIRPLANE WAS HIT AND CAUGHT FIREJ I COULD SEE
THE SMOKE, BAN PHTIAGNA WaS A HIGH ELEVATION 30 I
COULD SEE THE TRACERS FROM THE GUNS A8 THEY SHOT AT
THE AIRPLANE, IN THE SKY I CQULD SEE THE PUFFS OF
SMOKE FROM THE SHELLS 13 THEY EXPLODED, SOME WHITE,
SOME BLACK, ) e

09, HOW LONG AFTER THE PI.ANE WAS SHOT DOWN DID YOQU
GO TO LOOK AT T?

A9, I SLEPT Ar BaN PHIAGNA FUR THREE NIGHTS., ON
THE FOURTH DAY I RETURNED _TO MUANG HOUN, AND STOPPED
ALONG THE WAY 1O LOUK AT THE DOWNED AIRPLANE,

010, WHO TS THE RELATIVE YUU WENT TO VISIT IN BAN
KIEOGNA? (NUTE; [INTERVIEWER ASKED ABOUT THE
ODIFFERENCE IN THE WAY HE PRONOUNCED THE VILLAGE NAME
DURING THE FIRST [NTERVIEw AND WHAT INTERVIEWER
HEARD DURING THE SECOND; t1.E. KIEOGNA V3, PHTAGNA,
SOURCE STATED THAT IT WAS “PHIAGNA™ BUT DID NOT KNDH
8T

90625678841 736} > 0F {; M1 0235  361/06:1592Z 2706482 DEC 89
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g?ab DEC 89
SUBJ: JCRC RPT T89=36745 FOLLOW=UP ON CRASH SITE IN -
THE SPELLING,"
A10, OLDER BROTHER XIA LFNG HANG AND MY FRIEND, GE
VANG,
Q1i. HOW LOUNG _DID IT TAKF TO WALK FROM BAN PHIAGNA
TO THE CRASH SITE?
All. WE DEPARTED THE VILILAGE AT ABOUT 0600 AND,
AFTER WALKING STEADILY, ARRIVED AT THE SITE AT ABOUT.
1100,
012, BETWEEN RAN KIEOGNA AND THE SITE IS THERE A&
ROAD? PATH? WHAT IS THE TFRRAIN LIKE? ,
A12, WE WALKED ALONG THE FOOTPATH, THERE IS NO
ROAD FOR VFHICLES.
@13, IS THE TEKRATN BETWFEN THE TWU POINTS
MOUNTAINOUS OR FLAT?
A1X, THE PATH DFSCENDED GRADUALLY FRUM THE HIGHER
GROUND DOKN YO _THE FLAT LaND ALONG THE RIVER,
014, DID YUU HAVE TO CROsS THE NAM BENG To GET Tu
THE SITE?
A1B, YES, JUST SOUTH OF RAN NAVANG,
015, LUOK AT THIS #4p (NOTE: INTERVIEWER USED A
HAND=SKETCHED MAP TRACED FROM S50 SERTES MAP sHEET
$249=2), HERE YOU CAN SEF MUANG HOUN, BAN FEN, BAN
NAVANG, THE NAM BENG RIVER AND ROUTE 46, LOOKING AT
THIS MAP, WHERF IS BAN PHTAGNA?
A15, ' (AFTER STUDYING THE DISTANCES BETWEEN THE
LOCATIONS MENTJONED) RIGHT ABOUT HERE,...(SOURCE
INDICATED A POINT ON THE RKETCH MAP WHICH I8 WITHIN
ONE KILUMETER nF UNNAMED VILLAGE IN REFERENCE CHART
SHOWN AT UTM COORDINATE QrS64189.)

Vo ﬂﬁ‘\}'h.hs;.l

o~

016, WHERE I1S_THE LOCATINN THE AIRPLANE CRASHED?
A16. (NOTING THE PROXIMITY OF THE RIVER TO

ROUTE a6, AND THE RELATIVF DISTANCE FROM BAN NAVANG,
SOUKCE ESTIMATED THE CRASH AREA NEAR QCS40256.)

@17, HOW LONG_DID YOU 8TaY AT THE SITE?

A1T, ABOUT TEN MINUTES Or 80. WE DIDN’T STAY LONG
BECAUSE WE WERE CONCERNED, THAT WE MIGHT NOT MAKE IT
TO . MUANG HOUN BEFORE DARK AS IT TURNED QUTY, WE
RATER ARRIVED 4T MUANGC HOUN JUST BEFORE SUNSET,
Q18, WHO ELSE WAS AT THE SITE WHEN YOU ARRIVED?

DID YOU SEE SULDIERS? wWHAT NATIONALITY? HOW MANY?
5 r’*li

N
Pl

OLVRICDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI(3)...ACT G _id0n 5
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A18. THERE WERE ABOUT 20 CHINESE SOLDIERS IN
UNTFORM AND CARRYING "AKA-S," _

@19, DID YOU SEE WHFERE THE SOLDIERS LIVED:
DESCRIBE, OID YOU SEE HEAVY EQUIPMENT? AAA?

A19, THE CRASH SITE, AREA WAS3 SURROUNDING BY MEDIUM
SIZE TREES AND_BRUSH. WE COULD NOT SEE THE ROAD
FROM THERE, BUT COULD HEAR THE SOUND QF TRUCKS ON
THE ROAD, IN THE OTHER DIRECTION, THE RIVER WAS
ABOUT 75«100 METERS AWAY, BUT WAS OUT OF SIGHT.
BECAUSE OF THE TREES, _

@20, DURING THE LAST INTERVIEN, YOU TOLD ME THAT
THE SITE WA3 LOCATED.ABQUT TWO OR THREF KILOMETERS
FROM THE ROAD, _ALTHOUGH FROM YOUR DESCRIPTION TODAY,
IT APPEARS THAT TIT [8 ACTUALLY MUCH CLOSER,

A20, IT IS TRUE THAT WHEN WE LEFT THE SITE WE
WALKED ALONG THE RIVER PATH FOR TWO OR THREE.
KILOMETERS BEFORE GOING Up, TO THE' ROAD, 80 WF WERE
ACTUALLY CLUSE TO THE ROAD.

21, HERE ARE SNME AIRPLANE PHOTOGRAPHS, CAN YOU
PICK QUT ONE WHICH LOOXS MOST LIKE THE ONE YQU SAw,
A21, (PHOTO OF C-123 SELECTED. REFERRING To THE
PHOTO, SOURCE STATED...) THE LEFT WING WAS BROKEN,
ANO THE RIGHT wIMG wAS ABQVE THE GROUND AT AN ANGLE,
THE CARGO DOOR IN THF BACK HAD BEEN PARTIALLY RIPPED
OPEN, PROBABLY FROM THE CRASH, THE NQSE OF THE
PLANE WAS BURNED, BUT OTHERWISE MOSTLY INTACT. THE
AFT PORTION OF THE ATRCRAFT WAS NOT BURNED,

Q22. WHEN YOU WERE LOOKING &T THE ATRCRAFT,_YOU
TOLD ME THAT YDU wENT TQ LOOK INSIDE THE AIRCRAFT
BT

906260/884a3,361 f OF 4&? M1 0236 361707:00Z 2706487 DEC 89
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SUBJ: JCRC RPT T89«~367AJ FOLLOW=UP ON CRASH SITE IN )

FROM THE REAR, WHERE WERF YOU STANDING THEN? NWHAT
DID YOU SEE INSIDE?  _-

A22. T KAS STANDING RICHT AT THE OPENING OF THE
BROKEN REAR DOnR. INSIDE ALL I COULD SEE wWAS THE
BROKEN REMNANTQ OF CIGARETTE CARTONS~-

@23, DID YOU L0OK INTO THE FRONT OF THE ATRCRAFT?
WHAT DID YOU SEE? ]

A23, YES, I LQUKED INTO THE BROKEN WINDOW IN THE
FRONT., THE ENTIRE COCKPIT WAS BURNED AND 1 SAW THE
TWO CREW MEMBERS STILL_SITTING IN THEIR SEATS. THE
BODIES WERE UPRIGHT BECAUSE THEY WERE HELD THERE BY
THE SEAT BELTS, BUT THEIR HEADS WERE LEANING OVER AT
AN ANGLE,

024, DOID IT LOOUK LIKE THF PILOTS WERE WEARING
UNIFORMS, DR REGULAR CLUTHES? DID THEY HAVE
HATS/HELMETS ON?

424, I COULDN’T TELL WHAT TYPE OF CLOTHES THEY WORE
BECAUSE FVERYTHING WAS BURNED, NEITHER ONE wAS
WEARING A HELMET OR HAT, I DON’T RECALL ANYTHING
ELSE SIGNIFICANT, EXCEPT aS I TOLD YOU BEFDRE, FROM
THEIR BODY SIZE AND FACIA| FEATURES, IT APPEARED
THAT THEY WERE _FOREIGNERS.

Q2S. DID YOU TALK WITH ANY OF THE SOLODIERS aABOUT
THE CRASH? WHAT DID. THEY TELL YOU A8QUT IT? DID
THEY MENTION HQW MANY MEN WERE INSIDE THE AIRCRAFT?
A25. WE DIDN’T TALK WITH SOLDIERS AT ALL. WHEN WE
WENT_CLOSE TO { 00K IN THE BACK DQOR, ONE DF JTHE
SOLDIERS YELLED SOMETHING AND WAVED HIS HAND,

THAT?S WHEN WE WENT AROUND AND LDOOKED IN THE COCKPIT
WINDOW FOR A MAMENT. THEN WKE 3AT DOWN ON THE GROUND
TO REST FOR ABOUT TEN MINUTES BEFORE CONTINUING ON
OUR WAY TQ MUANG HOUN,

Q26, NWHERE ON_THIS MAP I3 BAN BONGLANW?

A26, . BAN BONGLAW IS A HMONG VILLAGE: WHICH WAS JUST
NORTH OF THE CRASH SITE. WE STOPPED THERE FOR A
DRINK OF WATER, AND TALKED BRIEFLY WITH A FEw OF THE
PEOPLE THERE, THAT’S WHERE WE HEARD THE CHMINESE
SOLDIERS PUT QUT THE FJRE WHEN THE AIRCRAFT CRASHED
AND THEN TOUK OFF THE CARTONS OF CIGARETTES, LATER ;- .
AS WE CONTINUED FRNM BON RONGLAW, WE SAdW MANY, MANY Lo -
CHINESE SULDIERS ALUNG THE ROAD, P :

DLVRICDR JCRC RARBERS PT HI(3)...ACT
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3. (C) COMMENT: AS TN THE FIRST INTERVIEW, SOURCE
WA3 VERY STRALIGHTFORWARD wITH HIS ANSWERS. ALTHOUGH
HE SPEAKS FAIR LAQ, HE SOMETIMES RESORTED TU USING
JCRC”3 HIRED HMUMG INTERPRETER FOR MORE COMPLICATED
ANSWNERS, ONE NOUTED TINCONSISTENCY IN SOURCE’S
ACCUUNT I8 THE FACT THAT HWE RECALLED THE AIRCRAFT
FLYING FROM WESQT TO EAST wWHICH I3 INCONSISTENT WITH
THE DESCRIPTIUN OF THE VILLAGE HE 3TATED HE wAS
STAYING AT, GIVEN THE GEOGRAPHIC RELATION OF THE
OTHER POINT3 HFE DESCRIBED_SUCH AS THE RIVER, THE:
HIGHWAY AND BAN NAVANG, IT IS PROBABLE THAT HE WAY
CONFUSED ABOUT _HIS DOIRECTION ORIENTATION, - SQURCE
STATED THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAD BEEN ACCEPTED FOR
RESETTLEMENT TQ THE U,3., HIS DEPARTURE HAD REEN .
DELAYED WHEN HIS EIGHMT YEAR OLD DAUGHTER FELL ILL,
AND SUBSEQUENTLY PASSED AwAY./ ALL OF THE '
APPROPRIATE CEREMUNIES HAVE BEEN COMPLETED AND
SOURCE HAS INFNRMED INS THAT HIS FAMILY I3 NOoA READY
TO DEPART, HE_IS NOW AwATTING A DEPARTURE DATE TO
TRAVEL TO PHANAT NIKHOM PROCESSING CENTER WHERE NWILL
MOST LIKELY UNDERGO THE ORLIGATORY SIX MONTHS OF
CULTURAL ORIENTATION AND LANGUACGE 3TUDY. SOURCE
AGREED TO CONTACT JCRC AMEN HE ARRIVES TO PROVIDE
HIS PHANAT NIKHOM ADDRESS.

8T
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JCRC RFT T89-367 /
Z1 November 1790
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URCLASSIFIED

Subj: RED WING AIRCRAFT CRASH SITE IN LOUANG PRAEANG FROVINCE,
LADS (U)

From: JCRC-LNG
Te: Cemmander, JCRC

1. ’ Scurce/administrative data:

h. Date of information: 1971-7Z
i. Interview data: Source was interviewed on 19 Sep €7 by
W. R. Gadoury, CMSGT, USAF

J. Map{s) used: Jog Sheet NF47-14; 50 Series sheet 5249-2
k. Other: Hmeng interpreter used: *

2. .’ Summary: Sceurce reports visiting an aircraft crash site
in Leuany Prabang Frovince, Laos located in the vicinity of QC
BESZ60, in 1971 or 1972, Arriving at the site just a few days
after the crash he saw tws burnt corpses in the cockpit which he
heard were American pilats,

3. ‘l? Information: Source states that in 1971 or 197Z he
travelied from his home in Ban Nam Hiea (NFI) Louang Prabang
Frevince to visit refatives at Muang Houn (QC §&Z8). From Houn
he went to nearby Pan Kieogna village (QC 4612184) to visit other
relatives., MWhile there, one morning at about O0R00 he heard the
reports from a nearby Chinese anti-aircraft gun emplacement.

Whern he leoked up, in the distance he saw an aircraft which
apparently had just been hit by the AAA and was descending
rapidly. On the third day after the shoot-down tock place,
Source, his cousin Xia Leng Hang, and cne other relative walked
for three and a haif hours to the crash site location. Source
said the site was located about two or three kilometers from the
*read that the Chinese Army was building at the time" (route 448).
Whern he arrived at the site, there were Chinese soldiers in the
immediate vicinity of the aircraft which was still mostly intact.

4. () Source stated that during the shert time, approximately
half an hour, that they were at the crash site the Chinese troops
did rnot object to their locking arcund the aircraft until Source
started to walk inte the open loading ramp in the aft end of the
aircraft., fne o«f the Chinese saldiers motiaoned for him not to jo
inside. Source stated that leoking inte the aircraft cargoe area

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED BY AUTHORITY ”gpl AQQ‘F‘F“
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frem the rear the aircraft was empty. Walking arcund to the

front of the aircraft he was able te lcok into the cockpit. He

saw two burnt corpses still strapped inte their seats and .
slouched over. DSource recalls that it appeared that the entire
cockpit area had completely burned, which he could see clearly
because the cockpit windows were broken out. He stated the
distance between him and the corpses was only about arm's length,
He was not able to determine much in the way of facial features
except te notice that the twe pilets had "leng, pointy noses" in
contrast to the flatter noses characteristic of most Lao.

5. () Scurce stated that he heard from other Lac¢ who talked
with a few of the Chinese soldiers that the aircraft had a large
quantity of Thai cigarettes on board when it crashed. The
soldiers unloaded the cigarettes and had them stored in a nearby
military truck. ©Source alse heard that the Chinese said that the
airplane was an American airplane and the twe pilots were
Americans., GSource stated that he had no way of knowing if this
was true except that the two corpses had pointy noses as he
menticrned before, and the fact that physically the men appeared
to be larger than the average Lac. Source said that he departed
the area about 2 half hour after arriving and he never again
returned to the crash site area, nor did he hear any wore
infarmation concerning the dead pilots, He dees not know if the
remains were subsequently buried or not,

é&. Al Eesides the rear luading ramp which scurce described, he
also mentioned that the plane had a high tail and twe propeilers.
He did not know the original color of the aircraft bkecause it was
mastly burnt, and does not recall any numbers or letters which
may have hbeen painted on the aircraft.

7. () Locatioen: Saurce stated that he recatls the distance and
direction from the road (Route 46) to have bteen about "three
kilemeters" east of the road, and about mid-way between the road
and the Nam Eeng River. He aiso said the site is a few
kilometers away from Ban Bonglaw, whick is not shown on reference
maps, but which Soeurce stated is lcocated a few kilometers narth
of Ban Navang (QC 53224). Additionally, Source stated that Ban
Fen was not far to the north of the crash site. [ased on this
description, it appears that Scurce's estimates of distance are
overstated. However, given the relative position of the viilages
mentioned above and the fact that he was between the road and the
river, we believe the approximate area of the crash site
described by Seurce is in the area where the Nam CGeng river turns
seouth away froem Route 46, winds its way around te the east and

M ECCIEED
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FAGE THREE

then back te the north te a peint once again adjacent to Route
44, The ccurse the river follouws forms a broad area between it
and Route 46, acress which Seurce may have travelled a
significant distance which he recalls to be "about three
kilometers." [Lased on this description, Interviewer's best
estimate of the approximate location described by Scurce is UTH
QC 8855260,

g. I Comment: Scurce came forward in response to JCRC's
loudspeaker call-out,

JAMES D. SPURGEON III
Lt Col, USAF
Chief, Liaison Division




T gt e
et e ) ;
. ‘ : . i e

JOINT CASUALTY CASUALTY DATA DIVISION
RESOLUTION CENTER ANALYSIS & STUDIES

REFUGEE REPORT PRELIMINARY EVALUATION

REFUGEE REPORT NUMBER & DATE: T89-367, 21 November 1990
ANALYST: SSG M. Singrey
CROSS REFERENCE(S): None

CATEGORY DATA: Crash Site/Firsthand Account

FINDINGS: Initial analysis of the information provided by this source reveals no
correlation to data in JCRC files. This is not a final evaluation.

CORRELATE DATA: None

BACKGROUND COMMENTS: The information provided by the source of this report
does not correlate with the only known aircraft loss within 30 kilometers of grid
coordinates QC555260. That incident involved a single engine aircraft and both
crewmen were captured and subsequently released. However, because the source’s
information may relate to an unknown loss, last known to be approximately 37 miles
south of this area, a copy of this report will be filed in REFNO 1791.

THIS EVALUATION IS UNCLASSIFIED WHEN SEPARATED FROM BASIC
REPORT

DISPOSITION: JCRC-LNO JCRC FILE(S): REFNO 1791
DIA/PW-MIA
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VIENTIANEQ Laos . (AP) "=~
Yed "Chinese ‘antiaircraft . guns

e believed” to. have hxt\four

J.S. planes searchmg for three
\mericans : missing " in - north-
vestern Laos, an Air America
pokesman smd Wednesday

-In the most- recent -incident -
ast Saturday, . James Rhyne
shief pilot of .Air America in
waos, was wounded. seriously -
>y an 85Smm shell that' struck
us small Volpar plane, - - -
Rhyne was dropping leaflets
fering rewards to -Laotian- vil-
agers for return-of the three
&mericans, xmssmg since_ their
2123 transportiplaned vamshed?r
Dec. 27, -, - exxBGHQ S

L N .

PN

"‘ia;%ﬁ%e‘“‘fs"f:Belié"\?ed >

et sd B

Chinese. m*Laos\[

“miles from the road, and the

‘n;man reported, O =iagiet o

4

“The 'Chinese " are ~building 2
‘road in territory in the north-
west -held. by the pro-Commu-
nist Pathet Lao, and heavily de-
fend it with antiaircraft guns.

_ The spokesman said none of
the four planes hit was shot
down, adding: .*We are almost -
sure Chinese- antxaxrcrafr Eu‘e is
responsible.” . . - Rt

Because of the threat, an air.
corridor seven miles wide- on
each side of the road was de-
clared off limits to U.S. pilots.

Rhyne’s plane - was hit 12

corridor therefore has been
“widened to-24 mxles, the spokw %
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Lindstrom:

200 U.S. POWs are being held |}

\h,

S K\f\@,\\ \aA X

\%\

in Luos, Cambodlu, Red China

Manchestet, New Hampch- re.

. April 4 (AP) The minister whe

twaded tbe Remember the
Pueblo Commiittee says he has
learmed that at least 200 Amer-
icans are being held as prison:
ers of war in Laos, Cambodia
and Red China. the Manches-
ter Uwinm Leader xaid Tues
day in a copyrighted article.

When asked for comment on
the report. & State Departmont
spokestpan said he has noted
it A Pentagon spokcsman had

no rmoediate comrnent.

The Rev. Paul
said in the article {or Wednes-
day eoditions- that, his wforma-
tion came from intelligence re
poris gathered by military per-
sannel.  Central Intelligence
Agency  agenis. intc!higence
ageuts of the South Vietnamese
guvermnnery and US. State De-
partment employes.

Arthough there have been
ather reparts of Americans
still being held prisoner in
Soitheast Asia. Lindstrom was
the first “to provide such spe-
cifics a<-'the names of some
mne be said werc being held
ad map eoordmates of what
T said were actuzl’ POW

cw et o«

Lindstrom .

campe
The ;rws;aper also quoted

"Lindstrom &5 accusing “Presi:-

demt Nixon and his'top foreign’
affairs adviser, Henry K)ssin«»
227, of “lving” to the American’
oubtic o the P‘OW issue |

Both Rixon nnd K:ssmger
are Yving when they state’

there are nd POWS being heldt-‘

in  Cambodia,” 1he Unks,
Leader quoted Lindstrom as.
saying. “They know- the.:

Pathgt L3o are still holdmg
both American military men’

and civibans in two Cambo- - oy
. L1872,

dian prison damps.”

Lindurom said that as of
iast Frway the 121 Americans
he claimed were prisoner in
f.ace aere held in six POW
camps. He said the camps
had these US. air force map
conordinates:

“WJ-368. Laos reference as
Tan Hai: YH-0754, Laos refec-

pomt tbe Jocations cited by &he
ccordinates.

Lindstrom also was quoted
as saymg that members of the
Roya! Laotian Army and mili-
tary personpel from South Ko
rea and South Vietnam were
being held In the Laotian

carnps.
_Among ~other  Amcrican
prisoners.  Lindstrom claims
are still bekd in Indochina are
64 airmen he said were trans-
ferred  into  Red  Chinese
prisons from. Laocs “betwecn
October of 1971 and January of
The .Uaice Leader
quated Lindstrora as saving
these men were being held in
prison camps in  “Yunnan
Province of Red China. just
over the Laotian border.”™
Lindstrom also said he had
lrarned from an intelligence
source “very close” o the
situation that four person< al
iegedly shot  dowr over Laos

ence Han Pat; VH-1853, Laos®

on an Air America thght on

referenoe WS\: VHO158, a’ Dee 21, 1] were beiny ‘uwkd

called prisoner in Red China.

group of baikdings
Fremch Vilas: VHAITI. a cave:-
near Hoxe Talet

He identified those four as

L.m:istmm said he had leam
ed those four wen were held
prisoner in Laos unti! mid-1972
and then transferred to Hanoi
before being sent to a Red
Chinese prison.

An Air America plane carry-
ing three Americans and a
Lactian disappearcd over Laos
in 124 date. but the four mnen
were o publicly identifred at
!hé LB :.\e

trom also said he had
Woars M lhal 16 American wmili-
iary ersonnel. 12 South Ko-
reans 12 mombere of  the
Ro,\ﬂ Laot:an \:-av. 23 South
Viotnanicie and two journalists
are POWs at two camps in
Can:bodia.

He said air ‘orce saps give
the  conrd.uates for thosé
camps as 122044-N and 1052732~
E cnd 124045-N and 1061000-E.

L.adsrrom  alse was guoted
by e Union Leader as saying
that he alse had wnformation
trat there are annther 79 A
rperican airmen either held by
Hamoi or in Red  Chinese
prisons indsirom ~aid these

9388~

‘I‘bewiwecmapswemhotmericam

and WJ- _FEdward lsenback George Hit

79 men were sent to Hamnd in

ader aod Roy Townley. all A

and Thao Khan

:mmcdrateh svallahie to pitf- @ag a_Laolian.

eyt

August of 1972 by the Pathct'
Lao
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—_ JOINT TASK FORCE ~ FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAFHIC/SITE REFORT AS OF 11 JANUARY 1994

e T T D e S O D S T I R SR S I T TS BIOGRAFHIC INFORMATION S e T e S SR S I SR A R A e
REFNQ: 1995-@-@1 ({ACCNO # ) Status: (M) MISSING

Name: YOUNG, CHI-YUEN Date Status assigned: 3. Dec 1974
Nationality TW iRace MONGOLOID tBlood Chit #

Service THIRD COUNTRY Sex MALE iBlood tvpe # #

Grade ¥ tHair BROWN iComplexion TAN

S5AN ¥ tEves BROWN Weapon : 2

Serial No ¥ iHeight 65 in /1.65 mtrs (Weapon No ¥

Birth date iWeight 138 1b / 62.5 kg iDuty pos O-FILOT

Home State # iReligion # tFW Camp ¥

e E Y S - SITE INFORMATION FE 13-t T F P EeS Y

INCIDENT LOCATION ()

Site Tvpe: CRASH SITE
UTM: 47QRC126884
Lat/Long: 2E4BETN /4 1W15941E
Country: LAOS
Military Reqgion: i
Mission Frovince: QUDOMXAI
(formerlyv): LUANGFHABANG
Mission District: XAl
Mission Date: 21 Dec 1971
Mission Cateqory: =
Local Analvsis: Near populated area.
e T - Y 1] JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY S 2 s e e e o o e o e st o e g 2 o 2 e ey o 2 e e
Survivability: (4) Frobably in the aircraft at the time of the crash
o e S e T e S e e e T L S T T ST S T I T TR R IT T IS I sT VEHICLE DAaTA e e s some o s s e sy e e v o s e T T e e o v e e S e S i e I
Vehicle Tvpe: (47 Serial: #
Crash Tvpe: Alrcraft accident Engine Tvpe: #
Call Sign: # i1 Serial: #
Year: # 2 Serial: #
A T T T T I I T D A T I M D e e e e e ey e e SFECIAL CHARACTER EEY T T T T S 2 e s I T I ST T 2 S I e
# = Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
‘¥ = Item is not applicable to this case.
@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.

L
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CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
19 December 1975

(U) ON 21 DECEMEBER 1971 CHI YUEN YOUNG WAS THE CO-FILOT ABOARD A& LADS
AIRLINE CD-Z, (XW-TFC), ON A FLIGHT BETWEEN VIENTIANE AND HOUEI SAY, LADS.
THE LAST CALL FROM THE AIRCRAFT WAS AT AROUT 11d¢ HOURS, WHEN THE CREW
REFORTED THAT THEIR RADIO RECEIVER WAS INOFERATIVE AND THE AIRCRAFT WAS
NEARLY OUT OF FUEL. THE LAST KNOWN CONTACT FLACES THE AIRCRAFT IN THE
VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES RC 120 88¢,. UNIDENTIFIED RECORDS INDICATE
THAT THE AIRCRAFT CRASHED AND THE BODIES OF THE CREW WERE NOT RECOVERED.
MUANG XAI AIRFIELD (VIC GC SHE73898) LISTED AS FROBABLE INTERMEDIATE
MISSION DESTINATION. (REF 1 & 53}

(L) DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA FRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSFECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
MR YOUNG IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE STATUS OF MISSING.

===  SURBRSERUENT INFORMATION ===
22 Mayvy 1984

(1) SOURCE FROVIDED HEARSAY INFORMATION ARDUT A TOMR CONTAINING THE
REMAINS OF TWO AMERICANS WHO HAD BEEN KILLED WHEN THEIR "CARIBOU" TYFE
AIRCRAFT WAS SHOT DOWN DURING 197@ IN THE MUANG SAI AREA. ONE OF THE
ALLEGED AMERICANS COULD FOSSIBLY CORRELATE TO MR. YOUNG. (REF 2)

28 January 1987

{(U) SOURCE FROVIDED HEARSAY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 1279 CRASH OF A JET
AIRCRAFT IN OUDDOMXAI FROVINCE LAGS AND SURSEGUENT CAFTURE OF THE ONLY
SURVIVOR. THIS INFORMATION FROBARLY CORRELATES 70O REFNO 19295, (REF 3}

21 March 1988

(U SOURCE FPROVIDED HEARSAY INFORMATION CONCERNING A "DAKOTA" AIRCRAFT
CRASH SITE IN LUOANGFPHRAEBANG FROVINCE LAOS. THIS INFORMATION FOSSIBLY
CORRELATES T0O REFND 1995. (REF 49

Z1 October 1992

{U) SOURCE CORRECTLY FROVIDED THE GENERAL AIRCRAFT TYFE, NUMBER 0OF
CREWMEMEBERS INVOLWVED, GENERAL TIME OF DAY AND YEAR OF THE LOSS INCIDENT
ASSOCIATED WITH REFND 19295. SOURCE DESCRIBED THE CRASH OF A
FROFELLER-DRIVEN AIRCRAFT IN THE VICINITY OF GC QC&SIZs, IN DUDOHXAIL
(FORMERLY LUANG FRABANG!) FROVINCE, AFFROXIMATELY 7@ EILOMETERS FROM THE
AIRCREW'S LAST REFORTED FOSITION. JTF-FA FILES INDICATE THAT REFNO 1995




CLEE 1995

WAS THE ONLY AIRCRAFT LOSS INCIDENT TO HAVE OCCURRED IN LUANG FRAERANG
FROVINCE DURING 1971. THE INFORMATION FROVIDED BY THE SOURCE CORRELATES
WELL WITH REFNO 1993. (REF &)

m=m= REFERENCES ===
19 December 1975

REFERENCES: <1> LTR FET (U, COL E. J. VAUGHN, LND~-VTN, 3 DEC 74. <2
REFCON (U), T84-@w@7. <3 REFCON (C), T84-33#. <4 REFCON (U) T87-419, 29
OCT 87. <5> AMEMBASSY MSG, DTG @#7¢9417 OCT 74. <4&> JCRC LNO BEE TH,
TPL-357, @&6EBIZ2Z NOV 923 USDAD BEE TH, IIR 6 @24 @488 92/5DR FOLLOW-UF,
19186877 AUG 92.



TEL

OF THE

7y "' fOREIGN SERVICE
UNITED STATES of AMERICA

PSRRI R ETI

. INCOMING AMERICAN EMBASSY, VIENTIANE

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE POL 27-17
TOR @98755L OCT 74

ACT: POL/RVT (2) INFO¢ aMB-DCM~POL/DA=-USAID~ECON-USIS-DAO(4)~CHRON

R 0823172 OCT 74

FtM SECSTATE WASHDC

TO AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 4117

BT

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 221968

E.Os [16522N/A
TAGS: MOPS, LA
SUBJECT :POW/MIA - LAOS REF: VIENTIANE 7638

le« DEPT/DIan HAVE NO PREVIOUS RECORD OF CHI-YUEN YOUNG
INCIDENT . ,

2, DEPTOFF (©/Py) TELEPHONED MR, (NOT MISS) MING YOUNG IN
CALIFOPHIA, HE CONFIRMED REFTEL INFORWMAIIUN, ADDING THAT
WHEN HE VISITED VIENTIANE FOLLOWING INCIDENT HE ALSO SPOKE
WITH THE MANﬁGERC%E\lﬁg_LAQ_AlRngf BY WHOM HIS BROTHER’
WAS EMPLOYED , (MR. CHU-SAM HSIADVHO MR, YOUNG THINKS
IS NOW A FINAWCIAL OFFICIAL IN VIENTIANE., MR, HSIA TOLD

HIM HIS BROTHER®S PLANE MADE A FORCED LANDING IN NORTHERN
LACS, THAT THE OTHER TwO0 PERSONS IN THE PLANE WERE KILLED,

BUT THAT HIS BROTHER SURVIVED WITH a FOOT INJURY AND WAS
TAKEN TO A “COMMUNIST HOSPITAL."

5¢ MR. YOUNG SAYS HIS BROTHER HAS ROC CITIZENSHIP AND HaD
OBTAINED AN IMMIGRANT VISA TO THE yS IN 1971 WHEN HE IN-
STEAD WENT TO LAOS., CHI-YUEN YOUNG®'S WIFE AND YOUNGER
CHILD ARE IN US ON IMMIGRANT VISAS AND PRESENTLY RESIDE IN
LOS ANGELES AREA, HE IS DESCRIBED AS AROUT 5 FT, 5 INCHES
TaLl , WwEIGHT 138 LB. FaMILY WILL PROVIDE DENTAL RECORDS
ARD PHOTO WHICH WE wILL FORWARD,

4, . SUGGEST MISSION com.ac"fw CHECK INFO
REPORTED BY MR, YOUNS,  KISSINGER

GC LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

R
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M S S REPORT

L2 3]

PER INFORMATION FROM MR. BOUN LEUANG, THERE IS NGO ONE
NAMED CHU SAM HSIA, AS MANAGER OF LAO AIR LINE, EXCEPT THAO SAM
SAYASENG. THE MAN WAS PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS CHI THO SAM, A CHINESE
BORN IN CANTON ON JUNE 12, 1914. HE HAS ACQUIRED LAO CITIZERSHIP,
PER CITIZENSHIP PAPER NO. 115 DATED 7/4/1969. HE POSSESSES ID CARD
NO. 075855, DATED 1/5/69. FOLLOWING IS INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS
FAMILY:

FATHER: CHIA SANG SUNG (DECEASED)
MOTHER: NANG KIM SEE (DECEASED)
WIFE: NANG OHN.
CHILDREN: 1) THAO KHAMPHOUI
2) THAO KHAM TOUI
3) NANG BOUNKHAM
4} NANG BOUNTHANOM
HE ES PRESENTLY LIVING IN THE DISTRICT OF WAT INPENG, ON SETTHATHIRAJ
ROAD, AND OPERATES A SHOP CALLED SAMSOUANE SHOP, DEALING IN SPARE
PARTS FOR AUSRIN CARS.

PREVIOUSLY HE HELD A PASSPORT NO. 020-662.

LEES 223 et
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT '

Memorandum

To : The file paTE: November 12, 1974

FROM : Colonel Vaughn

sugject:  Chi=Yuen Young -~ MIA

1, Chi=Yuen Young is a citizen of Talwan (Republic of China); however,
his brother Ming Young, who has been inquiring about him, is an American
citizen,

2, Ming Young in correspondence dated Oct 24, 1974 referred me to two
persons in Vientiane, Pel=Ling Tseng and Chu Sam Hsia who might be
able to provide additional details conceming the status of Chi-Yuen Young,

3. I called on Pei=Ling Tseng, General Manager of 555 Societe State

and his Secretary General Yok Mao Wu along with Mr, Larry Daks who
translated the Mandarin~English conversation, Pei~Ling Tseng knows
nothing more about the Chi~Yuen Young incident than that which was related
to Ming Young in January 1972, Yok Mao Wu has knowledge of the
whereabouts of Chu~-Sam Hsia and will arrange a meeting,
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Hower Ders Teading Co.
1021 NO. MACLAY AVE.
SAN FERNANDO, CALIF, 91340, (RSA.

Edward J. Vaughn
Colonel JCRC
American Embassy

Vientiane, Laos

~

Dear” Colonel Ed:

Your letter dated Oct. L has been duly received,
In Oct 9 early morning I received a long distante phone call
from Mr. Frank 8téverts, Department of State Washington D.C.
in regard to my younger brother Chi - Yuen Young. On Oct. 11
I mailed Mr, F, Siéverts a letter enclosed with two documents
and six photographs of C. Y, Young. I trust that Mr., Sidverts
has sent forward them to AmEmbassy, Laos accordingly;'

A man nemadd Pei - Ling Tseng (ﬁ? f%éé )
whé involved the missing air plane DC-3 XW-TFC which loaded with
his British made cigarettes!555t, His address is Societe State
'63~Rue Pang Kham, Vientiane, Laos, He is Chinese, speaks
'%22% §%%§%§51ect and some Mandarin, but noﬁ English, In case
Colonel like to talk to him,an interpreter is needed, I had
visited and talked to him on Jan '72 when I was in Vientiane.
There is another man called Chu - Sam Hsia who was treasurer af
Laos Airline, I am inquiring his address in Vientiane from my
friend. Furthermore,there is another offic#al document issued by
S. Laos govermment in regard to the missing air plane and C.Y.

Young., I will send them immedistely to Colonel soon as I have them,

1 s s s




??awez @wi;t ,"/"mdmg Co.
' 1021 NO: MAGLAY AVE.:
SAN FERNANDO, CALIF. 51340, LKSA.

*
C.Y.,Young's wife Margarete and son David in L.A, are
anxious to know her husband and his father,

May I take this opportunity to thank
@éionel for your effort to find out the status of my brother

C.Y. Young. é

Sincerely yours,

(/Wi
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Fower Dewns Teading Co.
1021 NO. MACLAY AVE.

SAN FERNANDQ, CALIF. 91340, US.A.

Sept. 2nd 17l

Z.,.,MM

American Embassy, MJJL %‘p{b&u )(}é’
Viehtian, Laos. / j CZ@OV‘
Attt Cn AR Ll

Mr., Ambassador :
The News in the U,S,A., announced that there will be

CPOW exchange between the U,S,A, and the Northern Laos, But there is

only one man who was forced landed in N, Laos during 1973.

I am disappointed that my younger brother Chl-Yhen(%%;zg)
B c \)h/p E‘r\g

-~

I am an American citizen, My younger brother C, Y,

Young's name was not mentioned,

Young was co-pilot of Laos Airline since 1971 in Vientian, Laos,

The accident occurred on Dec, 21st 1971.(The Laos Airline airplane
DC-3 XW-TFC,) The flight mission was between Vientian and MongSai{?).
The last calling was from the plane about 11:00 A.M, (on the morning)

at 200 115 30 saying that their receiver could not receive anything

from the ground station and the fuel was near empty. The Plane was

exeﬁtually missing inside the Northern part of Laos.

I flew over to Vientian from Los Angeles on 29th Dec,
171 to look for my vounger brother, During 10 days visiting Vientian,
I contacted Mr., S, Richard Rand , The Consul of American Embassy
and Mr, Werner Blatter of International Red Cross Committee, Vientian
I was told to wait for the good news to come, The inside information
from Mr dW\\)H31a, manager of Laos Airline was that the other two

\““M

pilots were died but my younger brother C,Y., Young was fortunately

Ve Ll il nen Ty Y A ATS Taf+ fant after foresd 1wdim il’l N.

I S p——
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j&wez Dewrs F mdz}z'g Qa |

- 1021 NO. MACLAY AVE..
£AN FERNANDO, CALIE. 91340, L&SA,.

Laos, His wife Margaret and one son David are staying with me

in TLos Angeles,

| Mr, Ambassador, please do whatever you can to free from
the N, Laos a beloved husband, beloved father and beloved younger
brother, You know how heartily thankful to you from all_ of us,

We are looking forward to hear from you,"

Sincerely yours,

Ming %ung / -

Home Address:

1734 N, Frederic St.,
Burbank, Calif., 91505
U.S.A.

Tel, (213) 849-5683

Ho in ol of B
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?4-4L ANALYST WORKSHEET

REFNO: 1985

RANE & NAME(s): MR. DRIVER, CLARENCE N
FOSITION: -@1 FIRST OFFICER VEHICLE/#: Cl23K/#55-4524
MR. ACKLEY, JAMES H
STATUS: INVESTIGATE -@2 PILOT CALL SIGN: AIRA 324

FROVINCE: OUDOMXAI DATE/TIME: 7 MAR 73/1534L

DISTRICT: FAKBENG, XIANGHDN & (WRECHAGE FOUND) UTM: 47QCLB251978
HONGSA (RECORD) 47GQEB234984
(REFORT OF CRASH SITE) 47Q0B25583%S

GEO: 19S201IN1@13748E

UNIT: CIVILIANS, AIR AMERICA, MAFS: 5248-IV/I1II,
VIENTIANE, LAOS NE 47-4, E-47-11

JZZ25 ANALYST: MR. BILL FORSYTH

ORDNANCE ONBOARD: NONE

OTHER IDENTIFICATION FEATURES: AIRCRAFT WAS CARRYING 2¢ EMFTY FALLETS.

BASIC CIRCUMSTANCES:

— AFTER DELIVERING A LUAD OF RICE, THE AIRCRAFT WITH A CREW CONSISTING OF
THE TWO AMERICANS, FLUS TWO KICEERS (LAG N. KENEEED AND THAI C. CHUDECHAL),
DEFARTED LUANG FRABANG AT 1S11L.

- SBHORTLY BEFORE THE AIRCRAFT WAS TO GIVE ITS MIDWAY CHECKIN CALL, SEVERAL
OTHER AIRCRAFT IN THE AREA HEARD THE FILOT CALL ON THE RADIO "I CAN'T GET
ouT". THE CREW DID NOT MAKE ITS MIDWAY CALL.

~ ON 14 MARCH, A WEEK AFTER THE INCIDENT, SEARCH AIRCRAFT FOUND WRECEAGE AT
QBEZ2S1978 (SOME REFORTING AND THE RECORD LOCATION LISTS GBZ2I98). AN AIR
AMERICA HUGHES S@@ HELICOFTER GOT IN CLOSE ENQUGH TO IDENTIFY A FOSSEIBLE
VERTICAL STARILIZER WITH A& FOUR FAINTED ON IT AND FOSSIBLY FPORTIONS OF A
FIVE AND TWO, 924 WAS FAINTED ON THE AIRCRAFT'S TAIL. THE AIRCRAFT
QPPEQREﬁ TGO HAVE BURNED AND THERE WERE NO SLIDE MARES. A REVIEW OF
FREVIOUSLY FLOWN 11 MARCH IMAGERY REFDRTED THE WRECKAGE WAS LOCATED IN A
SLASH AND BURN AREA, BUT A POSITIVE ID OF TYPE WAS NOT FOSSIBLE DUE TO THE
EXTENT OF THE DESTRUCTION,

-

- NO GROUND INVESTIGATICN WAS MADE DUE TO THE FROXIMITY OF THE CHINA RGAD
ANMD HOSTILE FORCES.

DOCUMENTATION COMMENTS:

- A 14 MARCH MESSAGE REFORTED THaT SFATHET LAOD FORCES Sal THE SHOOT OWN,
SAYING THE AIRCRAFT WAS HIT BY i¢ BURSTS OF aAa, ATTEMRTED TO TURN AROUND
nTCsg

TO THE EAST AND CRASHED. THEY REFORTED SEEING THREE CHARRED BODIES IM THE
WRECKHAGE.

R R T T e Aa sl T L - e r T e

VP ———
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- 1985 CONTINUED

- REFORT T89-4@7 RELATES A VISIT TO A& CRASH SITE ON THE SLOFES OF FHOU
FHADENG (QR238825), WHICH IS 16 KILOMETERS SOUTH OF THE FOSSIEBLE 1985 CRASH
SITE. THE SOURCE REFORTED THE AIRCRAFT WAS A MASS OF MELTED METAL, WITH
JUST TWO FROFPELLER DISTINGUISHABLE, WHICH ALS0 DDES NO CORRELATE TO THE
CRASH SITE FOUND IN 1973. THIS MIGHT BE THE CRASH SITE OF 1791. (NOTE:
THIS REFORT WAS MOT INCLUDED IM THE 1791 FACKAGE DUE TO THE LARGE NUMBER OF
AREAS ALREADY SCHEDULED FOR INVESTIGATION ON THAT CASE AND THE FROXIMITY OF
THIS LOCATION TO THE 198% CASE)

- REFORT T87-~14%9 TELLS OF THE CRASH OF AN AIRFLANE ABOUT A DAYS WALE FROM
MUANG FAKBENG IN WHICH THE TWO FILOTS ALLEGEDLY PARACHUTED FROM THE
AIRCRAFT AND WERE LATER KEILLED BY EANDITS. THIS AREA DOES NOT CORRELATE TO
THE 1985 CASE, BUT COULD BRE "FOSSIEBLY" BE TIED TO THE CRASH SITE REFORTED
IN TB9-4@7.

~ REFORT TQ@#-Z4% SAYS THE SOURCE WITNESSED THE SHOOT DOWN OF AN AIRCRAFT
FROM BAN FHADENG IN THE LATE AFTERNOON ON AN UNRECALLED DATE. THE SOURCE'S
DESCRIFTION AND THE TIME OF DAY GENERALLY FITS THIS CASE; HOWEVER, HE SAID
THE WRECHAGE WAS ONLY A FEW METERS OFF THE CHINA ROAD, WHILE THE CRASH SITE
FOUND IN 1973 IS NOT NEAR A RODAD. HE DID SAY IT WAS A FEW KILOMETERS SOUTH
OF THE MEEONG ARND NEAR THE HOUAY FASAT (FOSSIEBLY HOUAY SAT) STREAM, WHICH
FITS THE LOCATION OF THE IDENTIFIED CRASH SITE.

- REFPORT T91-@3%9 RELATES THAT A LAC VISITED A CRASH SITE NEAR FAKBENS AND
RECOVERED REMAINS AND AN IDENTIFICATION CARD IN AN ATTEMFT T0 GAIN A
REWARD. ALTHOUGH AN EXACT LOCATION AND THE NAME ON THE ID CARD ARE NOT
ENOWN, THIS FROBAEBLY CDRRELATES TO THIS CASE.

- T84-@12 REFORTS MR. KHAMFHANE NORASING, WHO WOULD NOW EBE ABOUT 7&, OF
MUANG FAEBENG ALLEGEDLY HAD WRECKEAGE OF A C12Z AT HIS HOME AND REFORTEDLY
BURIED THE RODIES OF TWO CREWMEMBERES IN HIS GARDEN.

J225 RECOMMENDATIONS:

- AT MUANG FAKRENG (RC238@@7), PAKBRENG DISTRICT, ATTEMFT TO LOCATE MR.
KHAMPHANE NORASING OR HIS FAMILY AND INVESTIGATE THE REFORT OF HIS BURYING
TWO FILOTS. ALSG, INVESTIGATE REFORTS OF OTHER INDIVIDUALS FOSSIBLY
RECOVERING REMAINS FROM THE CRASH SITE.

— SEARCH THE TWO REFORTED LOCATIONS WHERE WRECKAGE WAS SIGHTED IN XIANGHON
DISTRICT. 1IN ADDITION TO THE RESIDENTS OF MUANG FAKEENG, THE VILLAGERS OF
BAN HOUAYSAT (RQB241%44) MAY ALSO HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH
SITE. OF THE TWO SITES, GR251978 IS THE MOST LIKELY LOCATION, BUT IF THE
WRECKAGE IS NOT CONFIRMED AT THIS LOCATION, THE RECORD COORDINATES MUST
ALS0 BE CHECKED.

- INVESTIGATE THE REFORT (T8%9-4@%) OF A CRASH SITE ON FHOU FHADENG
(QR23I8825) AT BAN FHADENG (QE255834), WHICH MAY EBE IN EITHER XIANGHON OR
HONGSA DISTRICT. ALTHOUGH THE CRASH SITE OF 1985 IS FROBAEBLY EE LOCATED AT
THE ABOVE LOCATIONS, THIS REFORT MUST ERE INVESTIGATE FOR A FOTENTIAL LINK
TO THE 1791 INCIDENT. IF NO WITNESSES ARE FOUND AT THE VILLAGE, A
GROUND/AERIAL SEARCH IS NOT REQUIRED.

COMMENTS:
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LIAISON OFFICE

AMERICAN EMBASSY
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96346-0001

From: JCRC~-LNO JCRC RPT T89~407
o: Commander, JCRC 20 December 1989

Subj: ATRCRAFT CRASH SITE IN UDOMXAI PROVINCE, LOAS (U)

+

1. ‘administrative data:

Date of information: 1971/1972
Interfiew data: Source was interviewed on 19 Sep 89 by

W.R. Gadoury, CMSGT, USAF.

Map Ref:

Other: Hmong interpreter: Ka Toua Thao; Source entered
Thailand in 1978, transfered from Ban Vinai to Chiang Kham in Dec
1986.

2. (U) Summary: Source reports locating a possible "Caribou"
.crash site in Udomxai Province in the vicinity of UTM QBB3090. .,
No remains or personal effects were seen.

“3. Information: Source reports that in 1971 or 1972 while
he was serving with a local militia unit in Udomxai Province, he
‘found an aircraft crash site in the forest southeast of Muang Pak
Beng (UTM QB2402). He stated that about three months prior to
finding the crash site he heard about an aircraft which was shot
down by Vietnamese forces who were operating in the area. He
believes that the aircraft he found was the same one he heard
about. Source stated that the site was mostly a mass of melted
metal, with the only recognizable features being the two
propellors, one on either side of where the fuselage had been.
Source gquessed that it might have been a “Caribou"™ aircraft, but
'couldn't be sure. Source and others in his group examined the
site briefly. They noticed nothing of value, did not see human
remains nor did they see personal effects or anything else which
might indicate that the crew died in the c¢rash. Source visited
the site only once, and never heard what happened to the crew.

4. {U) Location: Source reports that the aircraft crashed on
the slope of Phou Pha Deng (not shown on ref map)-. He explained
that this mountain is in rugged, forested terrain located about
one third of the way (a three hour walk) form Muang Pak Beng
Muang Hongsa (UTMOB4581). Although we are unable to locate Phou
‘Pha Deng on the map, based on Source's general description, we

.
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estimate the crash site location to be in the general vicinity of
UTM OB3090. Source stated that the closest village to this site
is Ban Phou Pha Deng {also not shown on map ref).

5. (U} Comment: Source came forward to report this information
in response to JCRC's loudspeaker call-out at Chiang Khan Refugee

/AMEW

JAMES D. SPURGEONW IIX

Lt Col, USAF
Chief, Liaison Division
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RITIGN, == .- -7 .7 :ia.- TEAM LEADERN SATD HE WAS TOLD

2. IRREGULAR TROOPS RECEIVED MESSAGE FROM TEAM BASED) ety
REAREITTd
HONG SA THAT ONE OF THEIR SOURCES, IN BAN THANOUN (Q3 605

938), WAS TOLD BY SEVERAL PATHET LAO (PL) WHO WERE OPERATING

A AT A WA TR

RESUFPLY BOAT FROM PAKBENG (QC 2401) TO BAN .7 - .. THANOUN
THAT THEY KNEW OF LARGE *71 FLANE THAT WAS SHOT DOWN NEAR

PAFBENG. PIL TOLD SOURCE THAT PLANE WAS HIT BY TEN BURSTS OF

ABOUT TER ROUNDS EACH OF ANTIAIRCPAFT FIRE WHILE IT WAS i
FLYING TO NORTHWEST. THEY SAID THE PLANE THEN CRASHED IN
VICINITY OF RAI MAI (QB 2393)., THEY SAID THEY LOOKED AT

THE CRASH SITE AND SAW THREE RPT THREE BURNED BODIES, ONE

OF THEM LARGE AND APPEARING TO BE A WESTERNER AND THE . 7 OTHER
TWO SHALLER, THEY SAID ALL BODIES WERE BURNED BEYONRD RECOG-
AIRCBAFT WAS ON GENERAL HEADING FROM QB &797 TO QC 2502 WHERE

IT ©-7 RECELVED AAA FIRE. AIRCRAFT TRIED TO TURN BACK TG TEE

EAST AROUND (QC 22CG1 AND CRASHED IN ARFA NOTED ABOVE. THERE

WAS NO MENTION OF AIRCRAFT LLTITUDE AT TIME IT WAS IIT. SOURCE

TRANSMITTED INFO TO HONG SA BY COURIER.

A ABOVE
3. WE ARE ENDEAVCRING ASCERTAIN VALIDITY OF/ _ . -3 REPORT.
AREBANGEMENTS ARE DEING MADE FOR COURIEDR TG . - GET ©C © CEASH

SITE, LOCAYEDR IV HOSTILE ARESL, TG CON¥YEM FOREGQING BAH VHHG

CLASSIFIED




OTHER THAN THAT DETAILED REFTEL, AT THIS TIME WHEN racrr}
ARE STILL UNCERTAIN, HOWEVER, SHOULD FOREGOING INFO LEAK,’
WE PL&AN TO SAY WE HAVE RECEIVED SUCH A REPORT BUT ITS

SUBSTANCE REMAINS UNCONFIRWED.

7L copiey

/{4»@

ICLASSHED

APR 24 174

DATE:
' CTL NOSSCRC -0 2 v 38

i ‘
PRGN ©3 oFQR

CLASSIFIED
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R 0602467 JUL qo PSN 81 17P24 o
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH
TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI
INFO JCS WASHDC//QCJCS=PH=-MIA/ZJS// SECDEF WASHDC//DASD=ISA/PH=MIA//
USCINCPAC HONOLULU H1//J3,/ DIA WASHINGTON DC//PH=MIA//
WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC// SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP=-VLC// /
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE AMCONSUL CHIANG MAI

SUBJ: JCRC RPT. T90~340; AIRCRAFT CRASH SITE MNEAR
THE "CHINA ROAp"™ IN UDOMXAI PROVINCE, LAQS

1. o SOURCE/ADMINTCToATIVF DATA:

2. . SUMMARY: SOQURCE STATED THAT HE WITNESSED AN
AIRCRAFT SHOOT.DOWN ALONG THE “CHINA ROAD" IN
UDOMXAI PROVINCE, LAOS, A MONTH LATER, HWHILE
WALKING ALONG THE ROAD, HE SAW THE BURNED WRECKAGE
OF AN AIRCRAFT (UNLOC) WHICH HE BELIEVED TO BE THE
SAME ONE HE SAw SHOT DOWN., HE DID NOT SEE OR HEAR
ANYTHING ABOUT THE FATE OF THE AIRCRAFT’S CREW.

3. : INFORMATION: SOURCE STATED THAT IN AN

DLVR:CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI(3)...ACT

RTD: ooo-od%xcoplesxgpsﬂzlf)
1 OF Ll’ M1 0184 o9

815217/0486,187 187/02:512 0602467 JyL 90
CSN:RXBPO128 JCRC LIAISON BANGKpQK TH
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NRECALLED YEAR ”DURING THE WAR®™ HE WAS AT HIS HOME
T BAN PHA DENG VILLAGE, ATOP PHA DENG MOUNTAIN
RCO417) LATE gNE AFTERNOQN IN THE DRY SEASON WHEN
[E HEARD THE SQUND OF ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY FIRE,
‘ROM HIS MOUNTAIN TQP VANTAGE POINT HE SAW AN
\IRPLANE HIT By THE GROUND FIRE, CATCH FIRE AND
‘FALL JUST LIKE WHEN YOU SHOOT A BIRD." HE
ISTIMATED THE pISTANCE/DIRECTION FROM HIS VILLAGE TO
AHERE THE AIRPLANE CRASHED TO B8E ABOUT 15 - 20
(ILOMETERS TO THE wEST.

4, tY) SOURCE STATED THAT ABOUT A MONTH AFTER
SEEING THE SHOQT-pOw#N, HE WAS WALKING ALONG THE

"CHINA ROAD™ (RT 46) WHEN HE SAW THE WRECKAGE OF AN

ALRCRAFT JUST A FEW METERS OFF OF THE SIDE Of THE

RCAD, HE THOUGHT IT WAS PROBABLY THE SAME AJRCRAFT

HE SAW SHOT DOwN A MONTH EARLIER. SOURCE HAD SEEN

SOME OF THE SOUDIERS FROM THE CHINESE ROAD

CONSTRUCTION UNITS ALONG THE ROAD, BUT WHEN HE

PASSED 8Y THE AIRCRAFT THERE WAS NO ONE IN SIGHT,

SOURCE CROSSED THE ROAD To TAKE A CLOSER LNOK. HE

RECALLS THAT [HE EXTERIOR OF THE ATRCRAFT WAg

PAINTED WHITE, ALTHOUGH IT HAD BEEN ALMOST

COMPLETELY BURNED, HE NOTICED THAT BOTH WINGS WERE

BADLY DAMAGLED anD THE TAIL HAD BRUOKEN OFF AND WAS

LYING ABOUT S0 METERS FROM THE FUSELAGE. SOURCE

SAID THAT HE O[D NOT LOQK INSIDE THE AIRCRAFT. NOT

AANTING TO BE CAUGHT, HE ONLY LOOKED AT THE WRECKAGE

VERY BRIEFLY AnyD THEN CONTINUED ON HIS WAY, WHEN

PRESSED FOR A FULLER DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE, HE

CLAIMED INABILITY TO REMEMBER CLEARLY BECAUSE IT WAS

"SO LONG AGJ."™ HE SAID HE DID NOT SEE ANY REMAINS

IN UR ARQUND THE AIRCRAFT, AND DID NOT NOTICE

ANYTHING RESEMBLING A POS3IBLE GRAVE SITE NEARBY. L
HE SAID HE DID NOT TALK TQ ANY OF THE CHINESE .
SOLDIERS SO HE DOES NOT KNOW IF ANYONE DIED [N THE

CRASH,

5. WHEN ASKED TO DESCRIBE THE CRASH SITE
LOCATION, SOURCE SAID THE SITE WAS ABOUT A Tw0 HOUR
AALK, POSSIBLY SIX TO SEVEN KILOMETERS SOUTH OF THE
MEKONG RIVER AT PAKBENG (QC2801). HE STATED THAT HE
KNEW OF NO VILLAGES IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITYy OF THE
CRASH SITE, ANp THAT HOUAY PASAT STREAM IS THE
CLOSEST STREAM TO THE SITE. HE ADDED THAT HQUAY
PASAT IS SITUATED BETWEEN THE MEKONG AND NAMNGUM
RIVERS. BASED ON THIS DESCRIPTION, INTERVIEWER

oo

815217/0486/187 2 OF \J& M1 0184 187/02:512 0602462 JuL 90
"8NiRXROA- " JCRC LIAISQN BANGKoK TH
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ESTIMATED THE AREA SOURCE DESCRIBED 10 BE IN THE
VICINITY OF UTy COORDINATE QGB2291. WHEN INTERVIEWER
POINTED OUT TO SOURCE THAT HE EARLIER HAD STATED
THAT HE SAW THE AIRCRAFT ALONG THE CHINA ROAD, AND

THAT THE ROAD plp NOT EXTEND SOUTH OF THE PAKBENG OR
BT s G

;
H
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‘SUBJ:  JCRC RPY T90-340; AIRCRAFT CRASH SITE NEAR
THE *CHINA ROAp* IN UDQMXAI PROVINCE, LADS (Uu)
THE MEKONG RIVER, SOURCE BECAME CONFUSED, ARD
EVENTUALLY ADMITTED THAT HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN
MISTAKEN, BUT HE REAFFIRMED THAT HE HAD SEEN THE
CRASH SITE ALONG THE CHINA ROAD, BUT FURTHER

ATTEMPTS BY SOURCE TO RECALL EXACTLY WHERE HE SAW
THE AIRCRAFT WgRE FRUITLESS.

Y

6., . COMMENT: CONSIDERING THE INCONSISTENCIES
IN SQURCE’S RECOLLECTION OF THE SITE LOCATION AND
THE FACT THAT HE GROSSLY UNDERESTIMATED THE DISTANCE
BETWEEN PHA DENG MOUNTAIN AND THE CHINA ROAD,
INTERVIEAER CONCLUDED THAT SOURCE WAS PROBABLY
RELATING HEARSAY AS A FIRSTHAND SIGHTING,.  SQURCE
AAS REFERRED Tg JCRC INTERVIEWER BY THE BAN TUNG3AI
VILLAGE CHIEF. BAN TONGSAI IS ONE OF SEVERAL HMONG
VILLAGES THAT INTERVIEWER VISITED IN CHIANG RAI
PROVINCE IN AN ATTEMPT TO CONTACT HMONG WHO FORMERLY
LIVED IN LAOS wHO HAVE INFORMATION ABOUT MISSING
AMERICANS. ‘

8T

ODLVR:CDR JCRC QARBERS PT HI(3)...ACT
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"JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER

LIAISON OFFICE
AMERICAN EMBASSY
APQ SAN FRANCISCO 96346

JCRC~LNO JCRC RPT T91-039
Commander, JCRC 6 February 1991

Subij: Hearsay of.Remains Found at Aircraft Crash Site in Udomxai
‘Province, Laos (U)

1. Administrative Data:

Date of information: Nov 90
Interview data: Source was interviewed at his home on 19

Jan 91 by W.R. Gadoury, GS-11
i. Map Ref: JOG Sheets NE 47~4, NE 47-12

2. (U} Summary: Source reports contact with a relative in Laos
who heard about a reward for the return of American remains. The
relative returned to an aircraft crash site he had known about
since his army days -during the Vietnam war, located the site and
allegedly recovered some of the crew's remains. The relative
visited Source twice in 1990. The second time he had in his
possession an identification card of one of the crew members
involved in the crash. Source made copies of the card before his
relative returned to Laos, but gave them away to "interested
friends." He could not recall the name he had seen on the card.

3. Information: Oon 15 Jul 90, JCRC received a letter from
Mr. P ., a Hmong handicraft store owner in Pak Chom
town - (UTM RV0594}, Loei Province, Thailand. Mr. P stated
in his letter that he had a relative who had information
concerning an aircraft crash site in Laos, and wanted to know if
the U.S. Government would pay rewards for remains which were
found at the site. A JCRC rep subsequently visited Mr. P

who was unable to provide specific details, but did provide
Source's name and address. In Sep 90, JCRC rep was unsuccessful
in locating Source, but on 19 Janm 91, JCRC rep found Source at
his home in Chiang Rai Province. Source told JCRC interviewer
that in early 1990, and again in November 1990 .
Lao Mai Faa, came to visit him. TLao Mai Faa told Socurce he had
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JCRC RPT T91-039
PAGE TWO

heard about a reward offered by the families of missing Americans
for the return of American remains. He decided to return to Pak
Beng {(QC2401), Udomxai Provinc¢e, Laos, 'where an American aircraft
‘had crashed ‘during the war. Lao Mai told Source that he located
the -crash site and found some remains of the crew. He said the

~ remains included at least one person, and maybe two, but he
"wasn't sure. Source said he did not know what type of aircraft
was involved because he had not asked Lao Mai any detailed"
questions. He said he recalled only that Lao Mai said that the
aircraft had burned, but some wreckage still remained.

4. ' Source said that Lao Mai did not bring the remains with
him when he visited, but he did have with him an identification
card which Lao Mai said he found in the wreckage. When JCRC
interviewer asked if Source knew the name on the card, Source
said that Lao Mai had taken. the card back to Laos with him, but
he had made three photocopies of the card at a shop in Chiang
Khong town (PC4741) and left them with Source. JCRC interviewer
asked to see the copies. Source said he gave two of the copies
to "friends in town" who expressed an interest in the crash site.
He went into the adjoining bedroom and began searching for the
third photocopy. After going through a number of boxes, pants
pockets and searching under his mattress, Source came back into
the sitting room and admitted that he must have given his last
copy away, as well. JCRC interviewer asked why Source's friends
expressed such an interest in the crash site. Source responded
that there are "many people"™ up and down the border who are
interested in missing Americans because of reward offers they've
heard about, and because of the interest generated by JCRC's
visits to villages in the area.

5. Agked when or if Lao Mai Faa might return to visit
Source again, Source thought he might stop by again in a few
months. He said Lao Hai currently lives in a village located
about three hours walk east of Ban Houai Xai (PC4843), Bokeo
Province, Laos. BSource agreed to ask Lao Mai to draw a sketch
map and answer a list of questions which JCRC rep left with him.
JCRC interviewer also asked to have Lao Mai call the JCRC-LKRO
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JCRC RPT T91-039
PAGE THREE

office if he would not be in Thailand long enough for JCRC rep
schedule a meeting with him at Source's house.

AMES D. S;URGEON 111

Lt Col, USAF
Chief, Liaison Office

cy to:
DIA/PW~-MIA
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JOMNTCASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER
UAISON OFFICE
AMERICAN EMBASSY
APO SAN FRANCISCO 956346

<

REFERENCE: T84-012
FROM: JCRC~LNB 2 February 1984

SUBJ: Refugee Report, Hearsay of C-123 Crash Near “Pak Baeng"™, Laos.

TO: COMMANDER, JCRC
Barbers Point, HI 96862

Information: On release from seminar (time unknown), Source traveled from Phongsaly
Province back to Vientiane. He traveled through a part of Luang Prabang Province
that is now part of Oudomsai Province, Ban Pak Baeng, Tasseng Pak Baeng, Muang

Pak Baeng. (Perhaps Muang Pakbeng, QC2401; but from description, more likely

Muang Beng, QC 8555) At this location, under the house of a Mr. Khamphane Norasing
(about 60 YOB), was the wreckage of a C-123. Allegedly Mr. Khamphane Norasing
said the aircraft had been shot down around 1968-70, and he had taken many pieces
of the wreckage to make spoons, plates, etc. Mr. Khamphane also allegedly told
Source that he had buried the bodies of the 2 pilots near his garden at the back ..
of his house, but Source did not see the graves. o

Comments: This is a hearsay story told to a JVA caseworker (who took the infor-
mation provided above) in late 1982. The man who related the story (a Mr. Somphone
Somvilai) was being resettled to Australia, and claimed to have been told the above
information by when he and worked together
We have checked numerous sources in an attempt to locate and interview

. He is not registered in any of the Lao refugee camps, or in the files
of the UNHCR. Thus, we report the hearsay information provided above, acknowledging
that we may never be able to track down any further details.

0. on

PAUL D. MATHER
Lt Col, USAF
JCRC Liaison Officer ;
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AIR AMERICA, INC.
INVESTIGATION OF MISSING A1RCRAFT
C-123K, 55-4524 NEAR BAN HONG SA (LS-62) LAOS
7 MARCH 1973

SYNOPSIS

On 7 March 1973, Air America, Inc. operated Fairchild Hiller C-123K,

55-4524, crewed by Pilot in Command (PIC) James H. Ackley, First

Officer (F/O) Clarence N. Driver and Air Freight Dispatchers (AFDs)

C. Chudchai and N. Kenekeo disappeared while on a cargo flight from

Luang Prabang (L-54), Laos to Ban Houei Sai (L-25), Laos. No reliable

information has been received since concerning either aircrew or

aircraft and it must be presumed both are lost.

INVESTIGATION

1.1

History of Flight:

On 7 March 1973 C-123K, 55-4524 and flight crew, Captain Ackley

F/O Driver, and AFDs Chudchai and Kenekeo, landed at 14&81 at

Luzng Prabang (L-54), Laos after a flight from Ban Heuei Sai (L-25),
Laos with a rice cargo. The aircraft was unloaded in front of the
customer operations building at the north end of the runway at L-54.
Folloving the unloading, fifteen empty pallets, 4' x 8', and twenty-
five empty cargo pallets, 4' x 4', were loaded into the aircraft for
a return trip to L-25. During the loading and unloading operations
the Company Security Inspection Service (SIS) personnel at L-34
observed the complete operation zand later reported that no personnel

other than the normal cargo handling crew were around the aircraft.

1/ A1l times herein, unless otherwise noted, will be local times.




The aircraft was observed by the Company Senior Radio Operator (SRO)
to depart L-54 to the south at 1508. At 1511, the aircrew of 55-4524
gave their departure radio report to the Company radio station on
frequency 119.1 MHZ. It consisted of: Departed L-54, Estimate L-25
at 0905z (1605L). No further radio transmissions were heard at the

Company's radio facilities.

An Arizona Helicopter, Inc. Bell 206B, piloted by Captain Jack Knotts
(a former Company employee), was flying in the Phou Khon (LS-42), Laos
area at 4,000 feet, when, by his estimate, between 1500 and 1530 he
heard Captain Ackley's voice on frequency 119.1 say: ' I can't get
out”, The strenéth of the transmission was such that it blocked out
all other transmissions. Both Captain Knotts and his passenger heard
the transmission. Additionally, an H-34 gear Ban Kiagg Lom (LS-69),
Laos heard the -identical transmission, but weaker in strength.
Captain H. Hines flying a Company PC-6C at 8,500 feet, about half
way to Lampang (T-03) frowm LS-69, heard only the last two words

"Get out'., All were unable to pinpoint the time closer than between

1515 and 1530 but all agree it was Captain Ackley's voice.

One other radio transmission was maade by the crew of 524 during

this period. An unidentified aircraft requested the weather at

L-54 from the crew of 524. The weather was relayed to this un-
known aircraft and the weather desciption ended with a 'No Sweat'.
This conversation was also wonitored and reported by Captain Knotts.
However, he is unable to remember if it was before or after the take-
off time of C-123K, 55-4524. Normal company procedures would have

the aircrew of 524 waking a position report or status report at 1551,

thirty minutes after their departure message was received. This position
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report was not received by the Company radio stations and it is
precsumed that it was not made. No further voice transmissions from

aircraft 524 have been reported.

At 1614 L-25 advised the Vientiane Operations Manager that 524 was
overdue. A communications search was initiated, followed by checks
of most of the possible landing sites in and about the area. Several

aircraft searched the L-54 area until about 1800 on this date.

The following day a full Search and Rescue (SAR) effort began., This

effort was unsuccessful.

On the Scene:

Not applicable. C-123K, 55-4524 has not been positively located.

Damage to Aircraft:

Undetermined, C€-123K, 55-4524 has not yet been located but is presumed

to be destroyed.

Airfield Information:

To date, it appears no airfield is a factor in this mishap. However

the navigation facilities at several of the airfields merit discussion.

~ Ban Kiang Lom (LS-69) is the site of a non-directional Radio Beacon

(NDB). This NDB in the past has been reported weak. At tices a false
beacon has been reported in the area. On the day following the first
reports of the missing C-123K, this false beacon was reported by several

of the SAR aircraft to be in operation,

A beacon flight check was conducted by SCM/L, G. K, Boese, (Superviser

Communications lMaintenance) in the afterncon of 12 March 1973 (Sece attached

*

Report), .
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Mr. Boese reported that the bogus beacon could produce an error

of 60° to 90° in an ADF receiver if it had not becen tuned exactly

to the frequency of the Xiang Lom NDB transmitter,

Search and Rescue:

The Search and Rescue (SAR) effort was conducted out of the
Vientiane station and éonsisted largely of Air America, Inc,
aircraft controlled by ACP/L. A detailed log is available

at AAM, Inc. VIE if required. For various reasons, the USAF
wvas unable to participate, Several of Continental Air Services,

Inc. {CASI) aircraft were utilized late in the search effort.

The SAR effort on the first day was limited in scope due to the
lateness of the hour and the limited visibility from the approach-
ing weather front. On the second day, the SAR was discontinued at
midday due to poor weather conditions. On the third day, with

clearing weather, the SAR made its maximum effort. X

Due to the extreme hostility of the area, several AAM, Inc.
aircraft received battle damage while on the SAR. 1In view of
the proximity of Route 46, the SAR was also rather constricted
in nature. This SAR however was as thorough as the terrain and

the hostile elements would permit.

During this period, the weather cleared completely and, on 11
March 1973, a reconnaissance aircraft was able to take some
photographs of the general area but turned up nothing of value.
The search, utilizing 6 - 8 Company and CASI aircrzft, continued

through the 13 March 1973.

Since the crew did have one survival kit which did inclGde
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conducted in the early phases of the SAR but to no avail.

All

aircraft continued to monitor Guard but no transmissions were

received.

Many slash burns were located in the search area and, as each had

to be checked out, the visual search was slowed.

in this area is very deep.

The jungle canopy

In several areas the depth of the jungle

canopy exceeds 100 feet, which would make it possible to "lose" an

aircraft in a valley or gully.

scale search was made late on 13 March 1973.

The decision to call off a full

Only a PC-6C and H-500

were assigned to search on the following day.

During this period of time, word was received of a possible wreckage

-

sighting at a position near Pak Beng. Pak Beng is the present

southern end of Route 46 and the site of many large caliber hostile

weapons.
controlled., Both aircraft on the
this area and were able to locate
position of QB251978., The PIC of
wvhen debriefed on tape later, was
by type or by number and reported
8,000"' MSL (6,000' AGL).

and in a small clearing.

clearing (see photograph) after the clearing had becn rade.
pilots of the H-500, when debriefed on tape, had flouwn

the scene but were unable to identify any component of

as being C-123 origin. However,

Some of these weapons have been reported to be radar

morning of the l4th proceeded to
possible aircraft wreckage at a
the Porter, Captain Britzius,

unable to identify the aircraft

he was flying at approximately

The wreckage appeared to him to be new

It appeared to have arrived in the

The

lower over

the zircraft

they did identify cone pilece of

wreckage as a possible vertical stabilizor with & definite numeral

four painted on it and believed they saw traces of what could have

1 - At L L - [ BTN
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1.6

1.7

tail of this missing aircraft) Both crews reported the wreckage
appeared to have burned and that there were no slide marks into

the clearing.

After confirming that wreckage did exist in this area, the SAR
was called off., To date, a close investigation of this site has

not been made.

Intelligence:

Oa C16 (16 March 1973), Flight Information Center (FIC) Udorn
put in their nightly recap the following message:

CUSTOMER HERE REQUEST THAT YOU PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE

TO ALL CONCERNED PERSONNEL AT VTE: i

"PHOTO INTERPRETERS HAVE IDENTIFIED PROBABLE AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE
AT 47QQB 2510 9780 ON 11 MARCH, PROB. WRECKAGE 1S APPROX. 200M
NE OF REF COORDS,, AND 3100M SSE OF PAK BENG, AND IS LOCATED

IN A SLASH AND BURN CLEARING. POSITIVE ID OF ACFT. TYPE IS

IMPOSSIBLE DUE TO THE EXTENT OF DESTRUCTION,"

COPIES OF THE PHOTOS SHOULD ARRIVE HERE IN ABOUT SIX DaYS.

Aircraft Information:

a) General:
C-123K, 55-4524, operated by Air America, Inc. had a total

airframe time of 13,666 + 04 as of 2 March 1973. The flying

time accrued by aircraft 524 from 3 - 7 March 1973 is unknown.

(See SAFE &4 for detailed time/parts brezkdowns. A phase 1
inspection was completed on 25 February 1973).
b) Records Review:

A review of available maintenance records was conducted and
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1.9

nothing of value was found.

Meteorological Information:

The weather during the probable time of the mishap aloang the
standard flight path from L-54 to L-25 was listed by VIE WX
as: Visibility 4 miles with ground fog and haze, winds calm
at L-54. 1In the L-25 area there was visibility of 2 - 3 miles,
clouds broken from 2,000 ; 3,000 feet and overcast skies at
6,000 feet with thundershowers in the vicinity. Winds were

from the west at approximately & to 8 KIS.

There appeared to be enough thunderstorm activity moving
cast from LS-69 towards L-23 that 524 may well have changed
its normal flight path to skirt the storm front. This, of

course, is pure speculation,

Navigational Aids:

Two (2) navigational aids should have been available for use
by C;1é3K aircraft going toward LS-69 on 7 March 1973. The
first is a non-directional radio beacon (NDB) at L-23 (Sayaboury),
Laos. The other NDB is at site LS-69 and is normally available on
pilot's call only. This beacon will give an erroneous indication

if not tuned exactly to 195 MHZ. (See attached memo from SCM/L)

Weight and Balance Information (Estimated):

Exact Weight and Balance information is not available for aircraft
524 on the date of its disappecarance. This information is pormally

carried aboard the aircraft.

It is known that no fuel was taken on board after the flight

-
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from L-25 to L-54. The cargo (bagged rice) was off-1lcaded and
the empty pallets were placed back on board the aircraft.

Pallet weight was:

1

25 ea. 4' x 4' @ 27.5 1bs. 687.5 1bs.

it

15 ea. 4' x 8' @ 55.0 1bs. 825.0 1bs.

Total: 1,512.5 1bs,
It is reported that the only cargo aboard aircraft 524 at the
time of its departure was the empty pallets. Aircraft weight
would not have been a factor in this mishap. The Center of

Gravity (CG) also was probably not a factor assuming the

cargo was tied down with the cabin.

1.11 Crew History

a) Pilot in Command:
Captain James Howard Ackley first joined Air Awmerica on
3 September 1964 and, at the time of joining, had accumulated
a total of 5,700 flight hours as a pilot during twenty-one
years of military service. The majority of that time was in

multi-engine propeller aircraft.

Since joining Air America, Inc. Captain Ackley has partici-
pated in the C-47, C-46, C-123K, Beech Ten-Two, Piper Apache,
Dornier and Volpar-Beech prograﬁs. Since 9 Mzrch 1969 he hes

been a PIC in the C-123K Frogram at Vientiane.

Captain Ackley holds a U.S. FAA ATR No. 99493-%41, dated
25 October 1967 with type ratings SEL, MEL, in the DC-3
and Convair 240,340, 440. He also holds a CCAA license

No. 20279, Senior Commerical for the C-47. Captain-Ackley's
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last proficiency and line checks were given on 11 and 2

February 1973 respectively.

b) First Officer:
First Officer Clarence Nesbit Driver was first employed by
Air America, Inc, on 15 May 1966 and, at the time of his
hire, had accumulated approximately 6,000 fliglt hours
during 23 years of flying. Much of his experience was

in multi-engine propeller aircraft.

Since joining Air America, Inc., First Officer Driver has
participated in the DC-3, C-123B, Porter PC-6 and Volpar-
Beech programs in the Saigon, Udorn; and Vientiane facilities.
Since 1969 First Officer Driver has be;n in the C-123K program

at Vientiane.

First Officer Driver holds a U.S. FAA ATR No. 477924, dated

27 July 1965 with type ratings SEL, MEL in the Martin 404/202.

C. ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSIONS:

2.

1

Analysis

On 7 HMarch 1973, Air America, Inc. operated C-123K, 55-4524
disappeared while on a routine flight from Luang Prabang (L-54),
Laos to Ban Houei Sai (L-25), Laos. Although several tentative
conclusions concerning the fate of the four aircrewmen and
aircraft have been made, no positive proof of the aircraft's
present whereabouts exists. In view of time elapsed since 7
March 1973 and the fact that no word from any source has boen
heard regarding the aircrew, the aircraft must now be presumed

lost and the aircrew's fate remains unknown. .

PR R
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In view of the weather in the general area at the time, clouds,
thunderstorms and reported unusual winds, the aircraft may well
have strayed or deliberatelx diverted off course to avoid unusually
severe turbulence. While diverting from the normal flight path,
the aircraft may either have- encountered previously unreported
hostile ground fire or descended into a cloud covered mountain.
The only clear fact is that the PIC, Captain Ackley, an unusually
precise pilot, failed to make his 30 minute sjituation radio report
after his L-54 departure. Certain semi-confirmed reports were
received of a garbled radio transmission, possibly from an
aircraft going down, occurring some 10 - 20 minutes prior to the

scheduled time for the PIC's status report.

The SAR, while extensive, only turned up a possible new wreckage
siting on 14 March 1973 at coordinates QB251978 (See picture).
A closer, positive identification was not possible due to the

hostility of the area.

An aircraft malfunction was not felt likely. Had something of

a mechanical nature occurred, the aircrew logically would have
made a ''Mayday'' type of radio report. An immediate bhailout

is possible but unlikely. Again, survival radios were available,
and some request for help should have been received. In short,
a malfunction is always possible but is not likely in this case.
The mechanical "explosion in flight' type of mzlfunction, while
remotely pcssible, is too rare an occurreance to warrant further
ceasideration. 1If indeed an explesion occurred, it is far more

1. tely to have resulted from heavy caliber gunfire.
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AR AMERICH "

APO 96237

Ref, Nr., VPNTD-L73-2359 21 November 1973

A0e NO.

04 5/
Headquarters JCRC
APO 96310 o é/ 5 ;;\\

Attn: CWO Clow

Dear Sir:

In accordance with your telephone request of 19 November, personal informa-~
tion concerning missing Air America crew members is forwarded herewith.

The attached data pertains to:

Captain J. H, Ackley
and
First Officer C. N, Driver
Both of the above were crew members of C-123K, 55-4524, which disappeared "~

on 7 March 1973 while on a cargo flight in Laos. The exact location of the  __
crash site has not been confirmed; however, wreckage was sighted at coordinates
QB 2398 and tentative identification was made by an airborne observer based
on the reading of the figure "4" on a portion of what appeared to be an aircraft's
tail at that wreckage site. No photograph of the crash site is available and
there has been no ground party into the site to provide positive identificationm.

PP

i;’

Sincerely,

vy

AIR AMERICA, INC.

Gy dhsgd

Vice President
Northern Thailand Division

Atch,
als
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JO‘I’NT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER %
LIAISON OFFICE
AMERICAN EMBASSY
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96346

REFERENCE: T84-007
FROM: JCRC-LNB 20 January 1984

SUBJ: . Refugee Report, Alleged Grave with U.S. Remains at Luangphrabang.

TO: COMMANDER, JCRC
Barbers Point, HI 96862

Source: Boualy Thanonglith; DPOB 10 Dec 43, Luwang Namtha. A former Sgt, RLA,
Source is presently located at bldg 2128,Phanat Nikhom Refugee Camp, Thailand.
1D #7T-194291, date of info 1983, date of interview 11 Jan 84. Source arrived
Thailand 15 Sept 80. Map used: sheet 5350-2, series L7014.

Source stated that he had heard about a tomb containing the remains of two

Americans who had been killed when their aircraft was shot down sometime during 1970.
Source claimed that he heard the information from two members of the Lao resistance
whom he had gone to meet on several occasions. Source claimed that the two men
whom he identified as In (LNU) and Mai Taa (LNU) had begun working for him in

1980 at his POB of Luang Namtha prior to his escape to Thailand. Source stated that
In and Mai Taa who were vendors selling used and scrap items at Nam Tha and Udom

Sai used their jobs as vendors to collect information on PAVN and PL forces which
they passed to him. Source heard (common rumor among refugees in the camp) that

In had been killed in Laos during November 1983. Source stated that he last heard
about the grave alleged to contain the remains from Mai Taa whom he met when Source -~~~
re-entered Laos for the last time on 25 April 1983. Source stated that Mai Taa

had heard from Hmong ® hilltribesmen in the Udom Sai area that they had found the
remains in the wreckage of a downed U.S. "Caribou" type aircraft. Source also

heard from Mai Taa that a Chinese crew working on a road project during 1977-78 had
built a cement tomb over the grave which was located next to National Route 4 approx
one kilometer from the Nam Xo Bridge (vic RC119907). Source stated that many
villagers of Udom Sai (formerly called Muang Sai (RC120905)) knew about the tomb.
Source recalled that he had first reported the location of the tomb to Mr. Robert
Brown of Soldier of Fortune magazine during June 1981 when inside Laos with Mr.
Brown. Source stated that at that time Mr. Brown had asked him to wait for further
instructions regarding the tomb but that he had not since heard from Mr. Brown.
Source stated that he had recently come into possession of personal effects which
had been found by members of the Lao resistance forces near the Lao/Vietnam border
which had come from a crashsite of a U.S. aircraft which was shot down during operation
"Lam Son". Source was not able to provide further details concerning the crashsite
at the Lao/Viet border but stated that he would contact an intermediary of the Lao
resistance (whom Source declined to identify) in order to gain additional information
on the crashsite. Source provided the interviewer with a small compass with nylon
neck string (marking on reverse side indicates "pm-147 0.4 mc Dec. 1969 37-10913-02")
and a "garrote" type sixteen inch survival saw with nylon finger loops (marking
indicates “FRASS SURG. N.Y.C.") (both items will be forwarded with report). Hand
drawn memory sketch provided by Source is attached.

= lITor T
/gﬁ;ﬁ{ MATHER

Lt Col, USAF
JCRC Liaison Officer

Atch: as
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Joint Voluntary Agency

U.5. INDOCHINESE REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM (THAILAND)

DATE : 8 AUGUST 1983

10 : P. MATHER, JCRC, US EMB/DAO

THRU f«u. stuses. us ems/rer (AN

FROM : R. HEARN, LAO SECTION M
: MIA REPORT

suBd

THE ATTACHED MAP OF THE PROVINCIAL CAPITAL TOWN OF OUDOMXAI (RC 1191)
SHOWS A SPOT, MARKED WITH A RED "X' WHERE 2 U.S. NATIONALS (U.S.
AIRMEN?) ARE REPORTEDLY ENTOMBED.

DETAILS PROVIDED BY LAO REFUGEE BOUALY THANONGLITH, T-194291, IN PHANAT
NIKHOM, AND HE SAID SOMEONE ELSE GAVE HIM THE INFO.

THE CONCRETE TOMB/MONUMENT WAS BUILT BY A CHINESE ROAD CONSTRUCTION TEAM
IN 1977-1978. INSCRIPTION (IN LAO) TRANSLATES “THIS IS THE TOMB OF THE
WICKED AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS', AND LOCAL PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THAT THE
REMAINS OF 2 AMERICANS ARE WITHIN.

THE AREA IS WELL-KEPT, AND THERE ARE PINE TREES PLANTED ON THE FRONT
SIDE OF THE MONUMENT, WHICH FACES THE ROAD TO MUANG KHOA AND MUANG
PHONGSALI.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

RMH/RV

CC: D. GRACE, JVAR
T. DARU, US EMB/REF

v

AMFRICAN FMRAGGY @ REFUGEE SECTION e 95 WITTHAYU ROAD @ BANGKOK 10500 TH’“U‘ND o TEL 252.5040. 9. EXT, mf;
st cmmer tie A a TELD {717 £70.001



ROUTINE
R 0603327 NOV 91 psy 070313894

FM JCRC LIALSON BANGKOK TH

-~ .

TO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI

INFO JCS WASHDC//JCJCS=PH=MIA/JS5// SECDEF WASHDC//3ASD-ISA/Pd=MIA//
USCINCPAC HONDLULU HI/ZJ3// DIA WASHINGTON DC//PH=MIA//

NSC WASHDC SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP-VLC//
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE AMCONSUL. CHIANG MAI

BT .

' BANGKOX TH 54338

0475 NIV 31
TUBT: JCRC RPT T91-357; AITNESS REPORTS SHOQIDJIAN AND
CAPTURE OF TWD PILOTS IN JUDDMXAI PROVINCE, LADS, IN
1971 ’

1.

DATE JF INFORMATION: 1971
INTERVIEZANEZD AT B8aY PHA TANG VILLA&GE OV It 327
91 BY H,G6, C3OLE, vS3T, JSAF,
MAP REF; JD6 SHEET NFU7-16F 50 SErIES SHEET
5349-3

2. SUMMARY: SJURCE REPORTED SEEING A LARGE
NHITE AIRPLANE SHOT DOWN, AND Tw3 PILOTS CAPTURED BY
VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS IN JUDOMXAI PROVINCE, LANS, IN
1971,

3. INFORMATION; SJURCE TOLD JCRC REP THAT 29
YEARS &GO (1971), H4Z S4&x & LARGE WHITE AIRPLANE AITH

DLVR:COR JCRC B&R3ERS PT HI(2)...ACT :g

070313/3301/31) { JF 2 M1 0191  310/05:357 0603322 NIV ?;
CSNIRXBPO1SO JCRC _IATSON BANGKAK

QTS:aoZé;oo/caples;qpﬁf/ )



“THREE ENGINES™ SHJr DOAN AT 1000 A9, ON & cLEAR DAY
IN THE VICINITY OF KILOMETER MARXER 77 ON Tdg RJAD FRIM
MUANG XAT (RC12919) TJ MUANG HOUN (3C5823), oyDIMXAl
PRIOVINCE, LADS. 30JRCE SAID THAT TAO MEN PARACHUTED
FROM TAE BURNING ATIPLANE, THAT JNE PILOT LANDED IN A
TREE, AND THE OTHER PILOJT LANDED IN & RICE FYELD.
SOURCE STATED THAT 30TH PILOTS DID NOT APPEAR TJ BE
INJURED BUT WERE. QUICKLY CAPTURED 8Y VIETNAMESE
SOLODIERS ON THE R)4D AND LOADED ON T3 A LARGE BLUE
MILITARY TRUCK AITH SIX WHEELS. THE TRUCK THEN HEADED
NORTH ON THE: ROAD a\D SIURCE BELIEVES THE PILOTS AERE
TAKEN TO CHINA, AT APPROXIMATELY 1100 A,M, SJURCE
ARRIVED AT THE CRASH SITE LJICATED ON THE w€EST SIDE OF
YAE NAM BENG RIVER &ND DISCOVERED THE BODY OF THE THIRD
PILOT WAHICH WAS B4DLY BURNED, SOURCE REMOVEp THE
CORPSE AND BURIED IT ABJUT 4 XILOMETER AwAY FROM THE
SMOLDERING WRECKASE., SJURCE 3410 THAT FODUR QR FIVE
DAYS AFTER THE CRA4SH [HEZ: VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS RETURNED,
SEARCHED THROUGH THZI. ARECKASE, AND TDJDK SOME JF THE
AIRPLANE KWRECKAGE anAY.

4, ° 7. SOURCE S4ID THE AIRCRAFT AAS ™A TaRGET
SPOTTER"™ (FAC), HE STATED THAT HE 445 ON PHpJ PHELAD
MOUNTAIN (UNLOCATED) «HEN HE JBSERVED THE BURNING
AIRCRAFT AND THE TA) ARITE PARACHUTES DESCENDINS, At
ESTIMATED THAT THE TWD PILOTS LANDED SIX KILQOMETERS
FRDM HIS POSITION &AND THAT THE AIRCRAFT CRASHED 48JuT
"TAQ TO THREE WAH® (I.E., 9~6 “ETERS) FROM HIS
LOCATION, SOQURCE ADDED THAT .. NO T1A S&E L&
(70 YOA) CURRENTLY _IVING IN BAN PHIA& KAD, JuUuIMXAl
PROVINCE, CJULD LEAD A SURVEY TzAM T3 THE GRAVE SITc.

S. (U) COMMENTS: THE 04D THAT SOURCE WAS REFERRING
TO IS PROBABLY ROUTE: TW) (&4KA& 46). KILOYMETER MARKER 77
AND THE RICE FIELD aRE POSSIBLY LOCATEOD IN THE VICINITY
OF UTHM COORDINATES 2C6536, AND THE CRASH/GRAVE SITE
POSSIBLY LOCATED [N VICINITY JF 3C6237. SOURCE LIVES
K IN BAN PHA TANG VILLAGE WHICH IS A DESIGNATED
RESTRICTED AREA AND IS LQCATED ONE KILOMETER FRIM THE
THAI-LAD BORDER, THE SENTRY AT ENTRY CHECKPOINT
INSTRUCTED JCRC REP TO &xIT THE AREA AT 1800, 4 CIPY
JF THIS REPORT A4S PASSED TJ STINY BEACH,
8T

070313/3341/3%19 2 JF 2 41 01914 310/05:352 0603322 Nnv 91
CSN:RXBPO1SY Jo2C _ILISON BANGKOK TH






- 1791 CONTINUED

= (4) IN THE SAME PROVINCE AND DISTRICT, SIX KILOMETERS NNE OF THE RECORD
LOCATION, INVESTIGATE THE REPORT IN THE SAR LOG OF WRECKAGE BEING SIGHTED
BY “LOM" IN THE VICINITY @B4467; BAN NAMSIF (@B417641) IS 3 KILOMETERS
SOUTH OF THE AREA.

= (3) INVESTIGATE IN XAIGNABOULI FROVINCE, XAIGNAROULI DISTRICT, THE REPORT
(7T88-344) OF A DAKOTA (C-47) CRASH SITE IN A STREAM BED A FEW KILOMETERS
SOUTH OF THE JUNCTION OF THE NAM HOUANG AND NAM SAN IN THE VICINITY OF
GB49@284, THERE ARE NO VILLAGES IN THE AREA AND AN AERIAL SEARCH SHOULD BE
MADE TO LOCATE ANY VILLAGES IN THE AREA. NO GROUND SEARCH OF THESE
COORDINATES IS REQUIRED.

= (&) INVESTIGATE THE REFUGEE REFORT OF A TOME NEAR.MUANG XAI (RC1199@7),

.- ALONG WITH THE IIR AND SOLDIER OF FORTUNE REFORTS OF THE AIRCRAFT CRASHING
AT MUANG XAI AIRFIELD (RC12¢89%) AND THE CREW BEING TAKEN FRISONERj; MUANG
XAI (RC121944), OUDOMAXIA FROVINCE, XAI DISTRICT, IS JUST NORTH OF THE
AIRFIELD.

- (7) INVESTIGATE THE REFORT (T91-357) OF AN ALLEGED CRASH SITE, GRAVE, AND
THE CAFTURE OF TWO INDIVIDUALS IN THE VICINITY OF BAN FHIA KHAD (UNLOCATED,
BRUT POSSIELY IN THE VICINITY OF @C&53&), BENG DISTRICT, OUDOMAXIA FROVINCE.
AT MUANG BENG (QC75546¢) CHECK WITH DISTRICT OFFICIALS TO LEARN THE
LOCATION OF KILOMETER MARKER 76/77 ON HIGHWAY 2 AND/OR THE LOCATION OF THE
VILLAGE. IF THE VILLAGE IS FOUND, ATTEMFT TO LOCATE A MR. NO CHIA XE LAO
WHO MAY HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT.

COMMENTS:

- A COMFLEX CASE. A CRASBH SITE IS5 ALMOST A CERTAINTY AT THE FIRST .
LOCATION, AND IS EITHER 1791 0OR 1995, BUT IS MOST LIEKELY 1995, THE OTHER
LOCATION ARE VERY IFFY, OUR BEST HOFE IS THAT FROVINCIAL AND DISTRICT
OFFICIALS MAY HAVE INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION DOF THE CRASH SITE. IF THE
CRASH SITE OF CASE 1995 IS FOUND, A DETAILED REFORT SHOULD BE ISSUED., I7
WILL FROBARLY BE THE CALL OF CJTFFA AND THE STATE DEFARTMENT A5 TO WHETHER
WE EXCAVATE THE SITE.
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© 94-4L ANALYST WORKSHEET
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RANK & NAME(s): MR. WEISSENBACK, EDWARD J
POSITION: -01 FREIGHT HANDLER VEHICLE/#: C123K/57-6293
MR. TOWNLEY, ROY F

STATUS: INVESTIGATE -@2 1ST OFFICER CALL SIBN: NONE

, MR. RITTER, GEORGE L
PROVINCE/DISTRICT: -83 PILOT DATE/TIME: 27 DEC 71/A.M.
OUDOMAXIA/HUM (1/2) (OFF THE SCOPE CASE)

XAIGNABOUL I/XAIGNABOULI (3/4/5)
OUDOMAXIA/XAI (6) :
OUDOMAXIA/BENG (7) "(REFORT OF CRASH SITE) UTM: 47GQCS514228 (1)
R S (SOUTHERN END OF CHINA ROAD) 47QQB49028¢ (2)
(RECORD LOCATION) 47aQQB416619 (3)
(SAR LOG WRECKAGE SIGHTING) 47QQB438670 (4)
(REPORT OF CRASH SITE) 47QQB496288 (5)
(REPORT OF TOMB & IIR REPORTING) 47QRC120890 (&)
(REPORT OF CRASH SITE AND CAPTURE) 47QQC&62837¢ (7)

GEOD: 200515N1012416E

UNIT: CIVILIANS, AIR AMERICA, MAPS: 5249-11, NF 47-16,

UDORN RTAFB, TH E-47-143 (1)
; S5248-1IV/1, NE 47-4,
E-47-11 (2)
J2235 ANALYST: MR. BILL FORSYTH 5248-11, NE 47-4,

E-47-23 (3/4) .
'5247-11/1, NE 47-4,

o : E-47-35 (5)
ORDNANCE ONBOARD: UNKNOWN (POSSIBLY EXPLOSIVES) 535611, NF 47-16,
F-47-120 (6)
5349-111, NF 47-16,
F47-144 (7)

OTHER IDENTIFICATION FEATURES: AIRCRAFT WAS SILVER COLOR

BASIC CIRCUMSTANCES:

~ THE AIR AMERICA (AIRA) AIRCRAFT, WITH ITS THREE AMERICAN CREWMEMBERS AND
A MEO KICKER (KAMPHANH SAYSONGKHAM), DEPART UDORN AB THAILAND AT @730L,
ENROUTE TO LIMA SITE (LS) 69 ALPHA (AKA LS 274), XIENG LOM (FB9274), IN
NORTHWESTERN LAOS. THE AIRCRAFT WAS ALLEGEDLY CARRYING SUFPPLIES FOR U S.
AID FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (USAID).

- THE AIRCRAFT DID NOT ARRIVE AT ITS DESTINATION, THE LAST REFORT FROM
UDORN RADAR PUT THE AIRCRAFT NORTHEAST OF LS 23, SAYABOURY (UG3993, NOW
XAIGNABOULI). A SAR SUMMARY JOFPREP JIFFY REFORT LISTS THE LAST KNOWN
POSITION AS 1941iIN1#120E (OVER LS 62, BAN HONG SA (QB4581)), AT @951L.
THE NAVIGATIONAL BEACONS AT BOTH LS 23 AND LS 62 WERE OUT OF ORDER.

— THE INTENDED ROUTE WAS REPORTEDLY UDDRN -~ SAYABOURY (LS 23) - HONG SA (LS
62y —~ XIENG LOM (LS &9A). THE WINDS WERE BLOWING STRONGLY FROM THE ‘
SOUTHWEST AND ANOTHER AIRA C123 FLYING THE SAME ROUTE WAS ELOWN TO NEAR
PAKBENG (QC233418) ON THE CHINA ROAD (THEN ROUTE 46, NOW LAO HIGHWAY 2), A
KNOWN AAA THREAT AREA. AN AIRA VOLPAR AIRCRAFT PARTICIPATING IN THE SEARCH
WAS REPORTEDLY HIT BY S7MM AAA BETWEEN PAKBENG AND MUANG HOUN (8CS729).
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5oAE3 9T CONTINUED
' DOCUMENTATION COMMENTS:

- JACK SAR LOG ENTRY (27/123@BZDEC71) SAYS AIRCRAFT HAD A LOAD OF EXPLOSIVES
("HARD RICE"). A THAI ARMY SOURCE ON THE GROUND REPORTEDLY HEARD A LARBE
AIRCRAFT FLY OVER HIS POSITION AT QCO396, WHICH IS WELL NORTH OF THE SEARCH
AREA. SAR FORCES (JACK 31/0842ZDEC71) FOUND THE WRECKAGE OF A THAI UH1D
TAIL #7580, AT @BS$@S, THE AIRCRAFT REPORTEDLY CRASHED ON 38 NOV 71, THE
CRASH SITE IS NOT LISTED IN ALL LOSS. THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT ENTRIES IN
THE JOKER:SAR LOG.

- ON 30 DECEMBER 1971 (JOPREP JIFFY 3@1210ZDEC71), POSSIBLE WRECKAGE WAS
REPORTEDLY SIGHTED BY INDIGENOUS PERSONNEL NEAR as4161, THIS APPEARS TO BE
THE SOURCE OF “THE®RECORD COORDINATES FOR THE CASE; HOWEVER, THERE ISyNO
MENTION OF THIS LOCATION IN.THE SAR LOG; HOWEVER, A LOCATION SIX KILOMETERS
NORTH IS GIVEN, SEE THE NEXT ENTRY.

- JACK SAR LOG HAS ENTRY (3@@8425IZDEC71) OF A POSSIBLE SIGHTING OF AA-123
(1791) BY LOM AT POSITION @B4367. THE MEANING OF LOM IS NOT KNOWN.

-~ REFUGEE REPORT T89-367 REPORTED AN AIRCRAFT CRASH SITE IN THE VICINITY OF
GCS5326@6. THE AIRCRAFT REPORTEDLY WAS SHOT DOWN BY AAA ALONG THE CHINA
ROAD IN 1971 OR 1972, AT ABDUT 99@8L AND CRASHED A FEW KILOMETERS FROM BAN
BONGLAW, ABOUT TWO TO THREE KILOMETERS EAST OF THE ROAD, MID-WAY BETWEEN
THE ROAD AND NAM BENG RIVER. THE SOURCE REFORTEDLY SAW TWO BURNED CORPSES
IN THE COCKPIT AND REPORTED THE AIRCRAFT WAS CARRYING A LARGE NUMBER OF
THAI CIGARETTES. IN A SUBSEQUENT FOLLOW-UF REPORT (T89-367A) THE SOURCE
POINTED TO QCS54@256 AS THE LOCATION OF THE CRASH SITE AND ALSO SAID IT WAS
SOUTH OF BAN BONGLAW (FOSSIBLY BAN BOUAMLAO (QCS@32165). THE DESCRIFPTION
OF THE AIRCRAFT APPEARS TO FIT A CARIBOU; HOWEVER, DUE TO THE REFPORTING DF
THE CIBARETTES, THIS MAY BE THE CRASH SITE OF REFNO 1995, A LAD AIRLINES
DC-3 (#XW-TFC), WHICH DISAPPEARED ON 21 DEC 71. THAT AIRCRAFT WAS
REPORTEDLY CARRYING A LOAD OF BRITISH MADE “S55" CIGARETTES. ALTHOUGH MR.
YOUNG (REFNO 1995) WAS A THIRD COUNTRY NATIONAL (TAIWANESE), HIS WIFE,
CHILD AND BROTHER RESIDE IN CALIFORNIA AND ARE PROBABLY U.S. CITIZENS, THIS
MAY GQUALIFY THE CRASH SITE FOR RECOVERY IF IT IS FOUND. REFNO ##87 IS ALSO
IN THIS AREA, THIS IS A RESOLVED CASE (RETURNED AT HOME COMING) OF A PORTER
WHICH LANDED ON THE STOL RUNWAY AT BOUAMLAO AND THE CREW WAS CAPTURED.
EXCEPT FOR SOME BULLET HOLES, THE AIRCRAFT WAS INTACT ON THE RUNWAY.

- A CLASSIFIED STONY BEACH REFORT (6 @24 @488 92) AND JCRC REFUGEE REFORT
T91-357 FOUND IN THE REFNO 1995 FOLDER DESCRIBES AN INCIDENT WHICH
ALLEGEDLY OCCURRED IN 1971, AT ABOUT 1@@aL, AND INVOLVED THE SHOOT DOWN OF
AN AIRCRAFT NEAR MUANG BENG, OUDOMXAI FRGVINCE, IN WHICH TWO OF THE
CREWMEMBERS PARACHUTED AND WERE CAFPTURED BY "VIETNAMESE", WHILE A THIRD
CREWMEMBER WAS KILLED IN THE CRASH AND BURIED. THIS INCIDENT ALLEGEDLY
OCCURRED NEAR BAN FHIA KAO, WHICH IS NOT SHOWN ON AVAILABLE CHARTS BUT IS
REFORTEDLY NEAR MUANG EBENG AND EAST OF KILOMETER MARKER 7& DR 77 ON HIGHWAY
2, WHICH THE JCRC INTERVIEWER THOUGHT MIGHT BE IN THE VICINITY COF @C6536,
WITH THE CRASH SITE AND GRAVE FOSSIELY EEINS IN THE VICINITY OF QC6237.
ALTHOUGH THIS REFDRT WAS CORRELATED TO CASE 1995, THE INDIVIDUAL DESCRIEED
THE TWO CAPTURED INDIVIDUALS AS FUREIGNERS AND IT IS UNLIKELY THE LAOD
AIRLINES DC-3 WGULD NOT HAVE BEEN CARRYIMNG FARACHUTES. e



- 1791 CONTINUED

f7 "= REFUBEE REPORT T88-344 REPORTED ON THE CRASH SITE OF A DAKOTA (Ca47) TYPE
AIRCRAFT IN A STREAM BED NEAR @B4828. AT THE TIME THE STREAM WAS
REPORTEDLY RUNNING HIGH AND THE AIRCRAFT WAS ALMOST COMFLETELY SUBMERGED.
- IIR 2 237 9895 72 IN AUGUST 1972 REPORTED THE CRASH OF AN AIRCRAFT WITH
TAIL NUMBER 293 AT MUANG SAI (XAI) AIRFIELD (RC123893) IN DECEMBER 1971,
WITH THE THREE AMERICAN AND ONE LAO CREWMEMBERS BEING CAPTURED AND TAKEN TO
A 9ETENTIUN FACTLITY IN THE VICINITY OF UG42573@. THE FRISONER WERE )
ALLEGEDLY TAKEN TO NORTH VIETNAM IN JUNE 1972. ALTHOUGH THE TAIL NUMBER,
DATE AND-NUMBER OF: INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED CORRELATE TO THE CASE, THE STORY IS
PROBABLY A ﬁﬁBRICATION AND . THE REPORTING OFFICIALS HAD NO° FAITH IN THE -
"SOURCE. -AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT AIRA HAD PUT OUT A FLYER OFFERING 2
KILOS*OF ¥BLD FOR THE RETURN OF THE CREW. THE FLYER PROVIDﬁggTHE DATE OF
THE INC!ﬁgNT, TAIL NUMBER AND THE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED. 11k 2 237 @116 72

1S FROM THE SAME. SOURCE. .SOLDIER OF FORTUNES, RETIRED COL EARL HOFPER AND

FRED. ZABATOSKI - (PROBABLY A RETIRED ARMY E~8 WHO SPELLS LIKE AN ARMY =-8),
PUT TOGETHER A SIMILAR. STORY OF THE CRASH AT MUANG SAI AND THE CREW BEING
TAKEN PRISONER, THEIR INFORMATION IS FROBABLY FROM THE SAME SOURCES.

-~ A MORE CREDIBLE MUAN3 XAI STORY WAS FOUND IN THE REFNO 1995 FOLDER (T84-
B#7) WHICH DESCRIBES THE TOMB CF TwWO AMERICANS NEAR MUANG SAI, ONE
KILOMETER FROM THE NAM KO BRIDGE, IN THE VICINITY COF RC116945.

~ IN FLYERS FRGM THE NOK, THEY SAY A FATHET LAD RADIO TRANSMISSION WAS
INTERCEPTED AND STATED THAT IN LATE DECEMBER 1971 AN AMERICAN FLANE WAS
*SHOT DOWN AND ALL OF THE AMERICANS WERE CAPTURED, BUT THERE IS NO SUFFORT
OF THIS IN THE REFNO FOLDER.

- IN 1985 JACK "BAILEY REPORTED HE HAD FOUR SETS OF REMAINS FROM THE CRASH™
SITE AND TOWNLEY HAD REPORTEDLY SURVIVED THE INCIDENT AND HAD DIED IN A
HOSPITAL SOMEWHERE NEAR MUANG SAI.

PavaDUfostsrxsarronss

- NONE-

3225 " RECOMMENDAT IONS :

- OFFICIALS IN HONGSA, HUN, BENG, AND XAI DISTRICTS OF OUDOMAXIA PROVINCE
AND XAIGNABOUL I DISTRICT OF XAIGNABOULI PROVINCE, SHOULD BE CONTACTED FOR
INFORMATION ON. THE POSSIBLE LOCATION OF THE CRASH SITE. THERE ARE VERY FEW
CRASH SITES IN THIS AREA.

= (1) INVESTIGATE THE REFUBEE REPORT (T89-367) OF A CARGO AIRCRAFT CRASH IN
THE VICINITY OF QCS514228; INTERVIEW AT BAN BOUAMLAO (QCS504228), BAN FEN
(QC347267), BAN. KIOUBNAP (BAN KIEOGNA) (QC685163), AND BAN NAVANG
(QC185199), BAN NAMKHO (QC821241), OUDOMAXIA PROVINCE, HUM DISTRICT.

= (2) INTERVIEW IN THE VICINITY OF THE SOUTHERN TERMINUS OF OLD ROUTE 46
(LAQ HIGHWAY 2) AT BAN PAKBENG (QC239687), BAN MOKPHANG (QC312483) AND BAN
NAMKD ¢QC386119), OUDOMAXIA PROVINCE, HUM DISTRICT.

- (3 IN&XAIGNABOULI PROVINCE, XAIGNABOULI DISTRICT, INVESTIGATE THE -

LOCATION OF RECORD OB4161 (SAME LOCATION WRECKAGE REPDRTED BY INDIQENQUS

PERSONNEL. IN JOREFP JIFFY REPORT): BAN POP HO (QB412602) 1S5 LOCATED 8?!

METERS SOUTH OF THIS LOCATION. IF THE CRASH SITE HAS NOT BEEN FDUND, -
ol em eoAncu A THE | ACATTON OF RECORD IS REQUIRED.
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‘= 1791 CONTINUED

- (4) IN THE SBAME PROVINCE AND DISTRICT, SIX KILOMETERS NNE OF THE RECOMY.
LOCATION, INVESTIGATE THE REPORT IN THE SAR LOG OF WRECKAGE BEING BISHMYRD
BY “LOM" IN THE VICINITY QB4447; BAN NAMSIP (@B417641) I8 3 KILOMETERS -
SOUTH OF THE AREA.

- (5) INVESTIGATE IN- XQIGNABOULI PROVINCE, XAIGNABOULI DISTRICT, THE REPQBT
{T88-344) OF QaBﬁKUIﬂ (C~47) CRASH SITE IN A STREAM BED A FEW KILOMETERS
SOUTH OF THE JUNCTION OF THE NAM HOUANG AND NAM SAN IN THE VICINITY OF
Q§499289, THERE ARE NO VILLABES IN THE AREA AND AN AERIAL SEARCH SHOULD BE
HQDE TO' LOCATE ANY VILLASES IN THE AREA. NO GROUND SEARCH OF THESE
COORDINATES IS REGUIRED.

e (4) INVESTIGATE THE REFUGEE REPORT OF A TDNB»NEQQ,NUANG XAl (RC119997),
ALONG WITH THE IIR AND SOLDIER OF FORTUNE REPORTS:OF THE AIRCRAFT CRASHING
AT MUANG XAI AIRFIELD (RC12¢894) AND THE CREW BEING TAKEN PRISONER; MUANG
XAl (RC121994), OUDOMAXIA PROVINCE, XAl DISTRICT, IS JUST NORTH OF THE
AIRFIELD. -

= (7) INVESTIGATE THE REPORT (T91-357) OF AN ALLEGED CRASH SITE, GRAVE, AND
THE CAPTURE OF TWO INDIVIDUALS IN THE VICINITY DF BAN PHIA KHAO (UNLOCATED,
BUT. POSSIBLY IN THE VICINITY OF QC4536), BENG DISTRICT, OUDOMAXIA PROVINCE.
AT MUANG BENG (Qt755466) CHECK WITH DISTRICT OFFICIALS TO LEARN THE
LOCATION OF KILOMETER MARKER 76/77 ON HIGHWAY 2 AND/OR THE LOCATION OF THE
VILLAGE. IF THE VILLAGE IS FOUND, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE A MR. NO CHIA XE LAO
WHO MAY HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT.

COMMENTS

~ A COMPLEX CASE. A CRASH SITE IS ALMOST A CERTAINTY AT THE FIRST o
LOCATION, AND IS EITHER 1791 OR 1995, BUT IS MOST LIKELY 1995. THE OTHER
LOCATION' ARE VERY IFFY, OUR BEST HOPE IS THAT PROVINCIAL AND DISTRICT
OFFICIALS MAY HAVE INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION OF THE CRASH SITE. IF THE
CRASH SITE OF CASE 1995 IS FOUND, A DETAILED REPORT SHOULD BE ISSUED, IT
WILL PROBABLY BE THE CALL OF CJTFFA AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT AS TO WHETHER
WE EXCAVATE THE SITE.
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ud JATIORAL MILITARY COMMAHD CENTEK
MESSAGE CENTER
. |
. ’ \
42€2€HLT549 eOuniafe?
HULT : R R L
LOTION:
ISR CJCS\ﬂi} DJS(53) SJCS(B3) J3(12y7 JS(ﬂz S
S ASD:ISA(iB) ASD:PA(B‘) kSDtSA(Bi) SECDE
- CSA
CSAF
cuc DIA(%E) CIA Aoc NFP AFCP MCCC
ANNCE .
SR ~NAi°S<ﬁ1) FILE(i)
(g&Z)

!.RnHSIT!28£6982128@6462/B$0!36?0R362ﬁ643
DE RUNJFS 9452 3629625

O 58988 TIH ..
1 F £85698Z BEC 71

30 IHMEDIATE 6164
;3?0 RUHTQK/A“EMB&SSY BANGKOK PRIORITY 8299
SUMIIR/AMEMBASSY SAJ6ON PRIORITY 7116

AYERTAZ/USTA WASHDC FRIORITY 2172
' .RLFK'CS/SECﬂEF
‘*”CKJ’S/JCS
HUHHROA/CINCPAC
SNMSMVA/COMUSMACY -
EUAMRSA/7AF '
ﬂuﬂﬁ&?k/?/i3 AF
i PQ“QQR&fDEPCRJUSHﬁGTHAI *
SICREASS6. SOW NKP )
4*’FnSﬁA/56 S0d DET ONE UDORN

CRE T VIENTIANE 9492
: REFORT OF POSSIBLE U.S. CASUALTY '

~£73 BAILED 70 USAID AND CREWED BY 3 U.S,
< OONT LAD EHMPLOYEES OF AIR AMERICA WAS

- LFIRTED QVERSDUT AND BELIEVED DOWNED OVER :
T3T LA03 WHILE ON NORMAL RESUFPLY MISSIGN
SUTREMZYTS OFFICE MORNING 27 DEC 71; SiR
(TiA7ED MID-DAY CONHT TRUED UNTIL NYGHTF
C“vhn MORHING 28 DEC W!TH MEGATIVE RESULTS,

A
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GNE OF SAR AIRCRAFT RECEIVED 57 MM HIT NEAR. )
CHINA- ROAD' BUT RECOVERED SAFELY WITH NO CASUALTIES.

2, C=323 DEPARTED UDORN AT 9738 HOURS DESTINED FOR
XIENG LOM AIRSTRIP (SITE 694). NORMAL FPLIGHTPATH
1HOLUDES COURSE CHANGES AT SAYABOURY (SITE 23)

4HD HONG HA(SETE 62), LAST KNOWN POSITION: FIXED BY
UEZHEN RADAR BAST AND NORTH OF SAYABQURY, BOTH
HON=DIRECTIONAL BEACON NAVIGATION FACILITIES AT
SiYABOURY AND HONG SA WERE NOT OPERATIONAL AT TIME
‘0F FLIGHT, WINDS WERE STRONG FROM SOUTHWEST.
LNQTHER Cw223 FLYING SAME ROUTE AS LOST AIRCRAFT
SNCOUNTERED SAME CoNDITIONS DESCRIBED ABOVE

AND FOUND ITSELF NEAR SOUTHERN TERMINUS OF CHINA~ - °

ROAD/PAKBENG) . THUS SPECULATION PERSISTS THAT
AIRCRAFT WAS LOSY QR DOWNED YICINITY CHINA ROAD
SUE EFTHER T0 MECHANICAL, NAVIGATIONAL OR HOSITLE
CGAUSES.

'S, AIR AMERIGAN VOLPAR PARTICIPATING IN SAR ON

27 -DEC RECEIVSD ONE 57 MM HIT IN RIGHT WING WHILE

- FLYING HIGH LEVEL SEARCH PATTERN NORTH OF CHINA

99AD BETHEEN PAKBENG AND MUONG HOUN. AfRCRAFT |
RECOVERED SATELY AT UDORN HITHOUT CASUALTIES,

-

'$. 'NO PRESS RELEASE PLANNED-AS LONG AS SAR_CONTINUES,

Tpe3, '
Z2DLEY

v . .













INTER-OFFICE  DUTING SLIP

REFERENCE HUMBEH
OR 'TDENRTIFICATION
OF TuE ATVTACHED

TO ACTION
PFC-0SG P/T TPE For your information

Initial and pass on

For your comments

Please handle

Take up with me

For your approval

For your decision

Investigate and report

Bring up to duate

Draft reply

ae:  toY VTE For your file

Note and desiroy

Please return to

REMARKS

Apgreciate your elipping from the China Post
of 5 April regarding the crew of C-123K No.
223. After this story came out, a serious
inguiry took place in the U.S. Embassy to see
if there was any substance to Lindstrom's
allegations regarding the so-called capture
of the crev. The results, I sa told, were
nesative uad represent the best inputs froam
2ll cf the intelligence agencies in town.

It appears that there is no end to Lindstron's
mischlef, and it has to be olassified in uy
opinion as a form of cruel hoax which raises
the hopes ¢f the surviving families while
galning nothing but publicity for Lindstrom.
On his last visit to Vientiane, Ly the way,
Lindstror did not make coutact with anyo:e

in the U.C. “abassy to our knowledre but

did talk to tne Patnet Lau, after which he nad
2 local press conferenee. I guess someone hi&s
to wuy als plane tickets and pernaps this is
new he Tinances his efforts.

»

From Date .
ves L. Quondnghas, Jr., VP-LO | 17 Aprdl 1373 o




[AVEVEY]

ROUTINE
R 0602107 JUN 8BS
FM JCRC LIA1SON BANGKDK TH
TO DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC=2/7
“\INFO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HJawm—
AFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TX//MPCC//
CORUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI

AMCONSUL UDORN _
WHITEHOUSE wASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS//

USCINCPAC HONOLULU H1//J2/337J36//
SECDEF WASHDC//0ASD=ISA/PwW=MIA//
SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP/VLC//

AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE

a1 S\
wuuson BANGKOK TH 31795 At LA
A ——
NCITE: W, MNOFORN 3336 JUN 8BS, | C\f Ad/é) ,
§Bd: W14 INFORUATION PE: JACOR E, MERCER (U) k&jyaa‘\<ﬂq“‘
EF: B, DIA/DC=2 MSG, DTG 041405Z JUN 85, : l <>f :
- R, JCRC BKK MSG, DTG 2405377 MAY RS,

1. (U) JCRC LNN TALKED BY PHONE WITH JACK BAILEY MORNING
OF 5 JUNE, .LNO PASSED ON TO BAJLEY THE FACY THAT THE

PHOTN PROVIDED BY RAILFY IS PROBABLY NOT THAT OF MERCER,
AND THAT THE HANDWRITING IN THE BAILEY=FURNISHED LETTER

HAS DISSTMILAR TO THAT OF MERCER,

{ <:] E.A ’F‘*kf
o banoveD - REER

o




o CIUETE)

R 2210547 NDV 84

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKDOK TH

TO CDR JCRC BARSERS PT 4] e

INFO USCINCPAC «DNILULUYU HI//J3/7J36/PRO//

SECSTATE wASHDC//EAP/VLK// JCS wASHDC/ 7357537/
DIA ALSHINGION DCr/OC=2//. CORUSACILHI FY SHAFTER HI
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE ’ . HRAFHPC RANDJLPH AFB TX//MPCCb//

SECUEF wASHDC//JASD-)SL/Pae%It/DASDPA//
WHITEHOUSE rASHDC//NSC/VR CHILDKESS//

BT .
ST SECTID: 01 JF 02 LIAIEJN BANGKOK TH SB86S

cite: T woFORY 3@3a 4DV B4,
SUBJ: DISCUSSIONS alTH AMCIT JACK BAJLEY (U)
CTL NO: f’/ /55

REF: JCRC 2«K &~SG, DTG 1917157 NIV B84,
REC NO/

1. @B 6Y REF MESSAGE wE REPOKTED DN A VISIT 12 JCRS

LIAISON OFFJCE 8BY %X JACK BAILEY DN 19 NOVEMBER, AT ,
NHICH TIME BAILEY TURNED DVER A& SVALL GUANTITY OF CY NO: -ﬁ/—OF
FRAGMENTED SKELETAL RE4AINS, IT=IS MESSAGE PROVIDES

pc NO:_ L/ oF Q.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATIOw GLEANED FROM BAILEY DURING 4
RAMBLING “ONOLOGUE aYICH PRECEDED HIS TURNOVER JF R&“AI15;”‘*'“*““““”*“”““‘*
2. BB GAILEY IVUICATED HE HAD BEEW HERE IN THAILAND

FOR SO%E TIME, BUY HAD REFRAIVED FRO4 COKTACTING US

UNTIL HE HAD SO%ETHIWNG TO REPORT. +HE NOTED THAT HE »&S

UNHAPPY #]TH HIS PAST DEALINGS AITH THE STATE DEPARTVENT

AND wITH DIA, BUT THAT HE STILL FELT HE COULD CIOVMUNICATL

NITH JCRC., THUS HE ©ANTED TO PASS ALIWG HIS INFIR“ATIDN

THROUGHY QUK OFFICLE., HE «ENT 2N T3 S146TE HE +HAD BEEN

ADRKING wlTH A DEDICATED GRIUP OF LAD #xD WERE LED 3Y &

FORMER L A0 COLONEL (aHJSE NAME HE wWDULD NOV REVEAL), HIS

GRIUP ~nS SYSTEMATICLLLY INVESTIGATING 40 CRASHSITES

MOSTLY "IN THE 49 CH4I MINH TRAIL AREA, AND TALKING TD

VILLAGERS AND ANY AVATLABLE FIRSTHAND WITWESSES TO

GATHER IMFU AND/OR REMAINS AND EFFECT3 IO E&CH DF THE

SITES VISITED, EHAILEY CLAIMEN 10 BE FIWA~NCIALLY

SUPPORTING THIS Dvsauleu HIMSELF BECAUSE OF HIS BELIEF

IN THE CaUSE &4np SEC&UST OF HIS CERTAIWTY THAY THE LAD

DLVR:CDR JCRC BAR3ERS PT H1(1)...Acu7/
R1D:000-000/COPIES:0001

A 4 s REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED BY AUTHORITY e u- W
OF JOINT CIIEFS OF STAFF 2719457, JUL, 1992
ON _3Nwemepen ‘43 e
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COVPLETED v o 151 o v s

On 27 December 1971, civilian Roy F. Townley was aboard an Air
America C-123 flying a supply mission from Udorn, Thailand to
Xieng Iom, Sayaboury Province, Laos, when it disappeared. Other
personnel aboard the aircraft included Edward J. Weissenback,
George L. Ritter and a Lao national, Khamphanh.

The aircraft was scheduled to make a directional change en route

over the city of Sayaboury and another over Hong Sa, both in

Sayaboury Province. The last known position of the aircraft

fixed by Udorn radar was in the vicinity of grid coordinates

QB440780 (1941N/10119E), approximately one kilometer Southwest of |
Hong Sa airfield, northwest of Sayaboury. Both non-directional é
beacon navigation facilities at Sayaboury and Hong Sa were non- .
operational at the time of the flight. :

Because of strong winds from the southwest along the flight path,
the aircraft might have been blown off track, and lost or downed
in the area of Pak Beng, 0C23340185 (1954N/10108E), in the
vicinity of the "China Road."

We have received one report that in 1986 an individual saw
aircraft wreckage which he heard was from a "Dakota" aircraft.
The wreckage was located in a stream bed in the vicinity of grid :
coordinates QB4828, approximately 10 kilometers northeast of Ban §
Nam Lo, and approximately three kilometers south of the fork of .
the Nam San and Nam Houang rivers in Sayaboury Province, Laos.
The general type aircraft with the designation “Dakota'", which
the source described, could relate to Mr. Townley's aircraft. It
would be helpful if local officials of Ban Nam Lo could be
guestioned concerning this report.

e o2 L w4
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AITH WHUM HE nAS aORRING WERE DEDICATED AND HOWORABLE
MEN,

3, W 14t ACTIVITIES aHICH HE SUPPORTED HAD THUSFAR
RESULTED IN THE AZCJ“ULATION UF INFORVATION ON A NUMBER
OF SI1ES, PLUS RECUVERY OF REVAINS AND UTHER ARVIFACTS
FROM SEVEK&L SITES. &MING THISE MENTIOWED 8Y saILEY:

- &, AW EC=Q7 BIRCRAFY wWAS SHOT DOnW 1IN 1973 AND
FOUk SURVIVORS AEXE CAPTURED AND MARCHED AwAY, BAILEY

STATED THAT ThE USAF wENT BACK LATER AND BOMBED THE -

SITE, BUT THAT Tv) REMAINS HAVE HEEN RECOVERED FROM

THIS SITE, .

- 6., THERE 1S A\ EC-130 SITE AND A B=52 SITE, BOTH
LOCATED IN THE TCHE®INE AREA, OUT DF wHICH 6 REWAINS ’
YAVE BEEW RECUVERE.,

- C. A NAVY AISCKEF] ®aS SHOT DJAN AT “TASSENG xHIOUN
SE BURAPHA, KHAMMIJANE PROVIANCE, ON ROUTE 20", THE
PILOT EJECTED, HAD & EROKEN LEG, wAS IMMEDJATELY
CAPTUKED &ND KILLED UN 1dE SPDT BY VIETNARYESE SOLDIERS
AND THE BOUDY BURIED AT 14E SITE., THE PILOT’S RING, 4
NAVAL ACADE~Y RIn3 DATED 1965, nAS TAKEN FROM THE BODY
BY A FATHET LAD LIEJTEiANT BA, «+DSE SON LATER SOLD THE
RING To Av INTERYEDIARY wHD THEN SOLD IT TO MR TERAPANT
IN NAKHON PHAWO9Y, THXILAND, YR TERAPAWNT PASSED THE
RING TO B) GRITZ, A4 EVENTUALLY GAVE THE RING T1J DICK
CHILDRESS IN AASHI~5TOw, (NOTE: BAILEY SPECIFICALLY
ASKED THAl wE REPJRT THE ABIVE TO MK CHILDRESS SO THAT
HE wDULD LEARN JF THE ORIGIN DOF THE RING ME MAD RECEIVED
FRIO% GRJI1Z,.) InE YAYE OF THIS NAVY PILOT IS PETER S,
LANCE, BAILEY nMOa ASSOCIATES ThHE Tad PIECES OF LONG
BONE MEWTIUONED 1N KEF VESSAGE WITH PETER S, LANCE (PER
TELECOW FROv JAILEY Jh 21 NDVEMBER), SAILEY 8LSD
CLAINMS 1HAT A SKULL PICTURED IN & PHOTO AHICH HE SHOWED
US IS THa&T OF PETER S, LAaNCE, HE FURTHER CLAIMS Thal
THE SxJLL IS IN THE HANDS OF MR TERAPANT,

- D. BAILEY CL4IMS HIS LAD FRIENDS HAVE BEEN TD

THE £=130 SITE VISITED 3Y avm GRIFFITHS, AND HE FURTHER
STATED THAT afF 3SHJULD TELL &NN SHE DION’T NEED 10 RETJURN
TO THAT SITE AS HIS ¥EN HAD ALRESDY "CLEANED UP THA1
ONE~0 -

- E. bAILEY CLA&IMS HIS FRIENDS HAVE VISITED THE
CRASHSITE OF 1HE {~-123 AIRCRAFT FLOaN BY ROY TOANLEY
(NF1).

- F. BAILEY PROVIDED SEVERAL PAPERS DETAILING

ITHER 14VESTIGATIDNS (IVFD IS SKETCHY BUT wE #lLL
_FORnNARD PAPERS BY SEPARATE CORRESPONDENCE, «17d COPY

Y

—————




a. @ ON THE SUBJECT OF REMAINS, BAILEY STATED THAT
HIS COMTACTS HAVE LOCATED 6 REMAINS IN THE WRECKAGE OF .
A C=123 WHICH HAD & MIN<AIR COLLISION WITH A 8=57 (PRE=
SUMABLY THE {REFNO 1340/1341. INCIDENT),. AND 4 REMAINS
FROM THE “TOWNLEY® C=123 CRASHSITE (REFNO {791), THO
AMERICAN AND TWO LAQ, HIS SOURCES ALLEGE THAT roam.ev
HIMSELF SURVIVED THE INCIDENT, BUT LATER DIED IN A
HOSPITAL SOMEWHERE NEAR MUANG SAX, ¢

- *
J e e - .- oway




DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTOMN, D.C. 20301

U-4581/DC-2 | 3 OCT 1983
Mrs. Roy F. Townley

4509 Dowmney N.E.

Albugquerque, NM 87109

Dear Mrs. Townley:

This is to follow up and report on the most recent photo comparison analysis

based upon the additional photographs you and Janet furnished in June.
According to the photo comparison specialists, unidentified photograph No.
109 cannot be identified as your husband. It was the consensus of the
specialists who conducted the comparison that identification could not be
made because of the lack of detail in unidentified photograph No. 109.

Computer imagery enhancement was once again attempted, but could not improve

the photo sufficiently for identification purposes.

The analysts point out that a number of general facial features such as
hairline, eyebrows, nose, ear and jawbone appear consistent between the
unidentified photograph and those of Mr. Townley. Unfortunately, these
general facial features may be common to a large number of people and are
inadequate to positively identify a specific individual. Unique facial
details such as scars, moles, teeth, ear structure, etc., are necessary to
confirm the identity of an individual from photographs. The five
photographs you and Janet furnished would have provided an adequate number
of unique facial details for firm identification had the image of the
unidentified PW in photograph No. 109 been more detailed.

Although we are unable to positively identify the photographed P4, be
assured that this Agency is totally dedicated to our common goal - the
fullest possible accounting for our missing civilians and servicemen.

We have made copies of the photos you provided, thus I am returning your
originals. Should you have any questions or if we may be of future
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
\M\_ 3 \\
Enclosure a/s MARK R. RICHARDS

Colonel, USAF
Chief, PA/MIA Division
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FORGOTTEN AMERICARS COMMITTEE OF XANSAS, INC.
. (#acX)
2233 South Wichita

Wichita, Kansas 67213 .
(16} 267-9176

25 June 197k

Mp, Clyde S, Carter ' T
Senior Vice President o

Air America, Inc, * A _— ]

1725 "K" stog N;’I. ) . - = ‘
Washington, D.C. 20006 B o : S

‘Dear Mr. Carter: Re: WC-7h-1175 - -

In reply to your letter of 19 June 197L concernine our Accountability List statémshtémgh Adr
Arerica cooilot Capt. Roy Townley, I am answvering in behalf of Ann Howes, as I am thevons wt
wrote each story and am, therefore, responsible for the aceuracy or. inaccuracf in each‘ ‘

As soon a3 we rot your letter, we immediately called his dawshter, Diane, as we knew sﬁe was
not only aware of our information some time ago, tut had added the attached to bring. us up.

to date., She explained why she had contacted you in order ta determine the "State™ referenc
as oonosad to questionine our data, When we explained the details to her,. she concurred ths

you should also be kept informed on what we have,

To start off, the "Freicht Handler" i{s my bluper and has been ¢orrected to copilot for. Rcy
and rreight Handler for Ed. The "kncwn to have been captured alive” came from & friend of c
but not from Frank Sieverts, in late 1972. The person who gave us the data, gave 1t confi-
dentially and indicated that it waz then new information that the crew, indee, had been ca;
tured but our source could not. explain to us on what facts the belief was based. ony, | “The
information was given vus, because we were trusted. and because we. were the only group at tha:

time working equally for military, civilian, and journalist, - o

After the 1973 Paris Agreerent and June Communique produced nothing in behalf of any of the
POWs not released and the MIAs not accounted for, we decided tec go public with our feebl&
efforts to spark an accountability list., We hored it might move both our govermment and the
in Southeast Asia, By tren, we had seen the 1 May 1973 teletypo by AP writer Dencis ]
which said, "Southi.(referring to(Seutrhi ~340/ rep Jo—"~==*""fIrst surfaced with tinfor
mation! on U S, Prisoners last Avgust when he. informed the (U S.) Embassy that the crew of :
Air America C172 which went down Dec, 27, 1971, wore alive, He gave a description ofﬁ;- ‘at |4
claimed were their injuries,” We felt, at the time, that this was perhaps the "new: in
our source had referred to in late 1972. When State tried to downerade this article, ¥m'wer
even more convinced. When Diane informed us of the August 1972 Pathet Lao radio’ intércept 1
the JCRC files and the August 1973 statement.from the dnrocting Pathet Lao Majar; the?e waa

Jubilation for a1l 3 men and their families, , .

The "and may have been moved by NVA at Muong Nong vil lage on 1-68" is my error for not notir
the 1-68 date, Th late '71 or early '72, we received then confidential information that Eug
DeBruin and some American vilots were thou"ht to have bsen so moved, When I.started putting
stories tossther for the 1-7h Accountability List, this story had teen tied to the Air Ameri

«41ata and I didn't catch the error before the Senate Foreign Relstions Hearing, This has
' -=«l~~tead for repeatedly. I am also apologizing to ypu !or ‘suc.

Q/’
5&

Y ey ey
N

!
!
!
!
I
H

N gy e -



lert and I don't want our flow of 1nfomation -:stonped, nor do I wmt hia h1d¢ naned 4
for heloing. I'm sure you can nnderstand oum’&bs tg' “ .

If the & ,explanaf.ion does not answer all of:yaur que'tions, ue vill be in; Washin ,'frorv
12 Juhjihm 2 August 197l and: would gladly core toyonr of fice_ to exp‘Lain the aituatio“ fur-
ther..As a matter of fact, we hong thatf we ‘cad,: ,sﬁ:ywithﬂ you in amy- a¥ent a9 we: ha. qne
new information on the 1'sue we feel you ‘wonldiba very interested in, . Ve #ril)-bedn. DiCs -
orimarily weeting with as niny Ambassadors (or’sthgif representatives) as poaFible amc
117:Gefeva Convention countries who ‘have ‘delegdtions 1n the U.S.". The attached ‘bid o ROy;is
a savmlé of what we will b~ leaving each Embassy, vwith the request ‘that 'their cmnt {oEw
them to the Southeast aAsian Ieaders wi'-o mipht have"

If an aopointment with you 13 nnssib"e i r:laase
may redly to the Holiday Inn, 1900 Connecticat Avenue, N, (phone 3‘49-9300 wper& he_
will hold messages for our arrival. -Thank you- tor ialnnr thié matter td our atteﬁﬁion}

we look fomrd to neettng ymr in das‘*ingtoﬂ.‘
'oincerely, V :
kmw&é%

en Smith (Miss) e L
Vice-President o - e

Endloaures: AP Teletype
Copy of Diane's letter

Bio on Roy Townley
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T 7 | RESERVED FOR COMMUNICATION CENTER

JOINT MESSAGEFORM

SECURITY CL
- n‘

IR TN 3
.= .
BOOK | MULT! | SINGLE ’

TYPE MSG

PRECEDENCE

ACTION i
“nro | UHLUIATE

PECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

o
7LE B2,

, CSAF/ AFXOTZB Regiadedomn ...

ol TS 22, .. by, ywé,@ £0x0

............................ Lo VOUSR

HQ AdR:5 SCOTT AFB IL,/COMMAND POST

CINCPAGECC

7/134F UDORN RTAFB THATLAND/DOM (M:SSENGER)

CIHCPACAF/DOH

, . g Ccoo
41 ARRWG/CONTROL CENTER/DOC HICKAM AFB HI f,*: =0
FI RITCHIE MD/AFEOC o =
N O TR
W - Y,
| HQ USAF ALTERNATE MAXWELL AFB AL e
] FYXmo
o MAG/MADCCP P
A ko co
) HACV/COUMMAND CENTER/SATIGON RVN ~ Sy
. : |
Co g oo O
L TAF T 4B RVN/cC/DO/D00/ I/ DOCT/DP - < c é
! i "2 d foces =i (@]
ooamgoe 3ARRGP TSH AB AVN/JRCC — C W
O o) 1 =, gt
Sho , A= o
RO OL~4, 3ARRGF SON TRA AB RVH “So'cr,:-‘
R
BRI
40ARRS NAKHON FHANOM RTAFB THATLAND F%E <0
5630W NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAILAND/DOO
39ARRS CAMM RANH BAY AB RVH .
DATE TIME
AIRA VIENTIANE, LAOS T {veRm
W Jop P JIFFY/OL-B, 3AHRGE/RSSCUE 094/270750% DECEMBER 1971 Pi‘:m_ :f 73,
1o 4SSCUE FHUGHESS RaPORT NUMBER 3 30 D:CEMBER 1971. i

nM-iM» RO

TYPED NAME AND TITLE

2206

QECLASS!FIEG “

G 3

L

N SECURITY CLASSIFICATI

mM>mrmn

AR

DD

FORM

1 w8

173

Ulieila

3 "Usl

TYPED (or atazped) NAME AND TITLE
QJLRICK D :

REPLACES EDITION OF t MAY %8 WHICH MAY AF (1SFN.

£ 6PO  1969-357081
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3e SITUATION: nox@u? C-123 MISSING ON 4 FLIGHT TO LS69,

Ao DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE:

(1) C~123K/6293/ 5ILV=R/293

Be ACTIONS TAREN: SEVERAL HON-USAF AIRCRAFT PARTISIPATED UNDER THEIR

OWH COHTHOLe XO ARRS FORCES WERE UTILIZED DE T0 OTHER COMMITTw

MENTS,

Ce PERSONNEL INFORMATIONG

(1) POUR INVULVED, FOUR MISSING

Do FLYING ACTIVITY: NON-USAF SORTISS UNKHOWN,

Be SAVES DATA: HO 3aVES ‘

Fo FUTURX PLANS: NQH-USAF AIRCRAFT WILL CONTINUE VISUAL AND ELECT-

TRONIC SURVEILANCE OF ENTI{E ARSA AS INTENSIVELY AS WEATHER ALLOWS,.

BE INVESTIGATED AT +OSITIOH QB4161.

Go SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONSs HON~-USAF AIRCRAFT CONTINUED VISUAL AND

& BEPOAT OF & YOSSIBL: WREAKAGE SIGHTING BY INDIGENOUS PERSONNEL WILL|

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
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3 Novenmber 1993
MEMORANDUM FOR J2

SUBJECT: Meeting with Ritter Family Member

1. On 3 November 1993, Mr. Phillipe Ritter, son of Mr.
Charles Ritter-case 1791, met with Charge A.I. Barr, Mr.
Frank Light, and Det Three Commander for nearly an hour.
Mrse. Ritter, wife of Mr, Charles Ritter, did not attend.
Meeting between the Ritter family and Vice Minister Soubanh
is scheduled for 090900 November. Embassy will send a
representative and Det Three’s S5G Holmes will attend to
serve as linguist. Copy of the letter concerning the Ritter
family visit is attached.

2. Mr. Phillipe Ritter reported a very good trip to Louang
Prabang and Xaingabouli Provinces. As tourists, they
received excellent cooperation from the Lao and freedom of
movement within the provinces. They were granted great
latitude in taking plctures. In Xaingabouli Province they
did not talk to many villagers because of the ongoing rice
harvest.

3. Mr. Ritter stated that Mr. John McRainey, a friend of
his father’s who was also an Air America pilot, has reviewed
the case and the refugee report linked to this case. Mr.
McRainey is very familiar with the incident and the search
and rescue operations. He believes the refugee report is
accurate but questions some of the details in the Air
America report, such as enroute course corrections that he
says were not done. Mr. Ritter said Mr. McRainey is now an
AMR (American Airlines parent company) employee in the
Dallas/Fort Worth area. He will contact John McRainey upon
return to the United States to determine if Mr. HcRainez//////,
will provide insights on this case to a JTF-FA analyst.” Mr.
Ritter believes:'pa%ed on discussions with Mr. McRainey that
weather was a factor in this incident and the cause was most
lixely air defense systems in defense of Chinese rocad -
construction.

4.. Mr. Ritter requested any themes that he could reinforce
with Vice Minister Soubanh. I asked him to reinforce the
reguest for four elements of 40 people and early approval of
JFA’s. The former would allow JTF to increase the pace of
operations and the latter would enable so both sides to have
time to plan for the operation. He asked for an ldea of the
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rate of progress in Laos and I explained that it will be at
least two years to complete investigations at the rate we
are progressing at this time. I explained past ana
projected operations in northern Laos and provided an
overview of JTF-FA operations.

5. The nmeeting was very pleasant. Mr. Ritter intends to
use his meeting with Vice Minister Soubanh to thank the Lao
government for assistance provided thus far and add emphasis
to continuing efforts in the future. He is pragmatic about
the circumstances concerning his father’s loss and the
impact that time and the elements have had on physical
evidence. He stated that his family“ s motivation is to
determine what happened and expressed the hope that JTF-FA
would investigate his father’s case as soon as possible. He
appreciated the erfforts of all who will assist in making

this determination. ééﬁé{ t

JOHN M. KENDALL
LTC, U.S5. Army
Commandexy

c.f.: Charge A.I.



S NATIONAL LEAGUR OF FAMILIES
OF AMURICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SQUTHEAST ASIA

1003 CONNRCYHIAT AVENUE, NORYHWUST, SUiTe 219
202/224-6%46 WASHINGTON, DA 20046-9901 UPDATK LINE: 102/G89.0144

October 21, 1993

Hew. Charyl 8im , e
Lao Desk Officer - ,

Department of 8tate, VIiC

21at & C Streets, KW .

Washingtom DJ. 20820 L e o .

Dear MNr ’

A unenber of the league's board of directors, Mr, Phillipe Ritter,
and his mother, Mre, Barbaxa Rittaer, are scheduled to visit raocs,
arriving October 23rd. Their husband -and father, Kr. Ceorge
Ritter, has been missing and unaccounted for in Laos since Decenber
27, 1971. DPoth Mrs, Ritter and"Phillipe lived in Laos for a number
of years and have fond memories of -Laos and the Lno\p:o;alc.

A copy of their {teherary is enclosed, They are anticipating a
nost pleasant visit, including to Luang Prabang where they have
visited previously. It is thelr hope, while in Vientiane on
November 8-9, t¢o meet with Vice Minister Soubanh and Mr. Linthong
to express their apprecistion for assistance provided to the United
States in efforts to acoount for American POW/MIAs., Although Mr.
Ritter 1a still missing, they are grateful for the humanitarian
cooperation thus far afforded and hopeful, as am I, that tuture
joint efforts will bring ¢reater results {n terms of
accountability.

It is’ also thelr hope to meet with U.8., offiocials while in
Vientiane, preferably on November 8-~9th, 1 would appreciate your
toxwarding the schedule’and a copy ©f my latter to the Embagsy,
. g,gte?s:&pn 8ill:Gadoury, for their informatien in the hope that a

neeting can be ardanged. Mrs, Ritter and Phillipe will ba staying
at the Lang Xang Hotel during their time {n viantiane. I have zent
a letter to Ambassador Hiem with a simllar request to forward the
echedule and meeting suggestion,

Your aseistance in facilitating their visit would be appreciated.
§inceraly, ‘

AN

Aann Millie Ggrirfiths
Exsoutive Directorxy
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LIAISON OFFICE
AMERICAN EMBASSY
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96346

FROM: JCRC-LNB REF: RPT #T87-149
TO: Commander, JCRC 22 April 1987

SUBJ: Hearsay of Two American Aviators Killed by Bandits in
Louang Namtha Province

1. administrative data:

Date of information: 1984

Interviewed on 11 February 1987 by W.R. Gadoury,
SMSgt, USAF. Hmong interpreter: Mona Kong

Map used: JOG NF 47-16

2. Information: In 1984, Yang Cha, told <
him about two American pilots whose aircraft crashed (year (o4”. .
unknown) about a day's walk out of Muang Pak Beng (uC 2401) QC,Z.?BOIGT
near the Hmong village of “Chouang Tu" (Lao name unknown}. .
After the pilots parachuted out of the aircraft and landed

safely they began walking back to Thailand. Local bandits

who heard the Americans were carrying a lot of money attacked

and killed them. NFI.

3. Comment: Source stated that Yang Cha lives in Pha Mun
village, Fileng sub-district, Chiang Khong district, Chiang Rai
Province, Thailand. Source said that he, himself, was born

in Laos, but has lived in Thailand for 16 years, and is now

a Thai citizen. He lives in the refugee camp to facilitate

PAUL D. MATHER
LT COL, USAF
JCRC Liaison Officer
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