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MY QUOE HANG KHONG

A DAY WITH AN AAM
C-47 PILOT IN SVN

by: Captain V. E. Ball

Gia Nghia, South Vietnam, was the first
stop. (Gia Nghia is approximately 110 statute
miles northeast of Saigon and is located in
Tuyen Duc Province.) It's a laterite landing
strip 2,000 ft. long and 2,000 ft. high, with
a steep drop off on both ends and on both
sides. Laterite is a combination of Georgia
red clay and North Dakota gumbo, slick as

reased ski run when wet. Gia Nghia is

wn as a “tough” strip among the “Gooney
uad” drivers. Everything has to be just right
or a pilot could be in big trouble.

The load was several thousand pounds
of “miracle” rice seeds for this central
highlands province. The “miracle’” rice was
developed as a joint effort of the U.S. and
Philippine governments, and will produce up
to three crops a year in this area. Obviously
something like this is exceedingly important
to the food-short country of South Vietnam.

Today's flight was just one of many
CORDS missions (Civilian Operation for Revo-
lutionary Development Support) in support of
the Pacification Program under the Agency
for International Development (USAID).

After delivering the rice seeds we re-
turned to Saigon to pick up a load of Public
Health supplies, hospital materials, and ag-
ricultural 're-settlement kits’ destined for
Quang Tri province, just south of the DMZ
in “I” Corps. The strip at Quang Tri is alu-
~inum matting and is under control of the

- ,. Marines. It is used primarily as a heli-
copter base. The CORDS representative met
us on arrival, and the unloading was accom-
plished without delay.

Since we had to return to Da Nang for
refueling, with no scheduled load from Quang
Tri, CORDS turned the available passenger
space over to the military passenger ter-
minal in order to give the G.I.'s headed for
Da Nang a ride.

At Da Nang, we picked up several pas-
sengers for the return trip to Saigon. In
addition, we on-loaded two thousand plus
pounds of rolled oats destined for Tam Ky
(forty miles southeast of Da Nang), and
several hundred pounds of hospital supplies
for Quang Ngai City, another forty miles
south of Tam Ky. Their hospital warehouse
had been hit" by enemy mortar a few days
before and many of their supplies had been
destroyed. We made delivery on some of
the more critical items; then on to Saigon.

There you have a rather typical work-
day for that old work horse, the C-47
“Gooney Bird”. Even though it's older than
most of the men doing the fighting in Viet-
nam, it's still hanging in there doing a good
job, and will continue to do so for a long
time to come.

FLIGHT SAFETY S
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by: Wing Commander Daedalus,
Minos Experimental Flight

“My hoy take care
To wing your course
along the middle air:
if low, the surges
wet your flagging plumes;
If high, the sun
the melting wax consumes. ..
But follow me: let me
before you lay
Rules for the flight
and mark the pathless way.”
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Marvel not if | appear talking to you on superterrestrial and aerial topics... | have
travelled in the stars.

Already credited with the invention of the axe and the saw, and now a noted Athenian
architect, | set myself to be a perfect master in the art of flying. There seemed to be
but one method, to procure wings of some kind or other and by their assistance to ascend
in my own person to heaven. This done, | made a trial of what | could do. bv leaping up-
wards, endeavouring by constantly striving upwards to bring all the muscle into exertion
for aiding the flight.

Perceiving now that the project succeeded | grew bolder after experiment and my
courage increased with my dexterity. | determined no longer to confine myself to these
essays, but to instruct my son, Icarus, in the art. ]

By diligent perusal of Notes for the Airman, which | myself had written, and which
later the Roman poet Ovid was to name Dash One, Icarus was prepared well enough to take
the untried wings. The boy's first attempts to become airborne met with frightful, frenzied
failure. He brazenly brandished his waxen wings (which | had fashioned for him with my
own hands) — and succeeded in recording a rate of climb of minus 6 ft./sec. by leaping
from a rock. But perseverance led to success; he learned the secrets of flight — and
that proved to be his undoing. He grew wild and wanton in his flight, heeding little my
pre-flight briefing. His feathers gone, no longer did he take air. Down to the sea he
tumbled from on high and found his fate.

Let me thus act as the Gods of Wisdom and entreat you be heedful of the fate which
encounters those scornful of Flight Safety.

Courtesy: Royal New Zealand Air Force
FLIGHT SAFETY

| AIR AMERICA MEDICAL MEMO |

POLIOMYELITIS VACCINE-SALK OR SABIN ?

Courtesy: Medical Department

Question: Is it necessary to use both the Salk (inactivated poliomyelitis) and Sabin
tive (oral poliovirus vaccine)? Is one preferable to the other?

Answer: The current recommendations of the Public Health Service Advisory Commit-
tee on Immunization Practices do not specify a preference between inactivated poliomye-
litis vaccine {IPV) and live, attenuated oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV) for routine primary
immunization.

With the use of inactivated vaccine alone, booster doses are required every two years
to insure adequate antibody levels. This need can be obviated by a full dose of live oral
vaccine. However, after an adequate live oral vaccine series, it is neither necessary nor
desirable to use inactivated vaccine.

In general, live oral poliovirus vaccine has the further advantage of ease of admin-
istration and ready public acceptance, both for routine use and for mass immunization
programs. Full immunization with live oral vaccine, without regular booster doses, produces
an immune response similar to that observed after natural poliovirus infection. As a re-
sult, live oral vaccine is more widely used than inactivated vaccine in the United States.
For use in epidemic control, typespecific monovalent oral poliovirus vaccine is still the
recommended mode of immunization.
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"NO COMMUNICATION—NO AIRLINE“


















