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SAFETY & YOU (Part II) 

: E. D. Dreifus, DI Safety 

We have been asked a number of times 
why we go to so much trouble to investigate 
and report an accident. At times, it does 
seem as if little can be gained; however, if 
properly investigated and reported, some· 
thing can be gained from the most common­
place accident. One of the prime reasons for 
a complete and comprehensive report is to 
learn the cause of the accident so that 
similar mishaps can be prevented. From 
cause determination we, at times: 

l. Disclose unsafe practices. 
2. Find the need for engineering studies 

and evaluations. 
3. Detect supervisory failure. 
4. Detect failures in our procedures: 

such as training, scheduling, etc. 
5. Find that a field is not sui table for 

further operational use. 
In summary, safety is, as we previously 

stated, everyone's business, and a safe opera­
~ is a healthy operation. Some general 

ty rules are: 
1. REPORT UNSAFE CONDITION. Each 

individual concerned shall report any 
unsafe condition on any equipment 
or material which he considers 
unsafe. (Use your Safety Comment 
Form and see your Supervisor or 
your Safety Manager). 

2. WARN OTHERS. Each individual con­
cerned shall warn others who ile 
believes may be endangered by 
known hazards or by failure to 
observe safety precautions. 

3. PERSONNEL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT. 
Each individua l concerned shall wear 
or use all protective equipment 
available for the safe performance of 
his job. 

You will notice the word "concern" pops 
up quite often - it is a key to safety. 
Without concern, you lack enthusiasm, YOll 
lack morale and all the other key elements 
for a safe operation. 

So, let's show concern. Let's all do our 
bit for safety. The dividend for safety may 
be your life - or someone else's. 

Part 1 01 SAFETY & YOU appeared in thi s 
cofumn 01 Air Americo lOG VOl. IIf , No . 5. - ED . 
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Mechanic II I Le Thi Thoi (Ielt ) is shown in AAM's Soigon Sh ip s Equi pmen t Sho p cutt ing o ut potte rn s 01 
nylon f obric . Her port ner ( right ) M echanic III lron Thi H uang, is stitching toge ther pi tot tube cover s. 
80th Vietnamese women exce l in per form ing 0 wide variety o f task s requiring su pe rior m anua l dex" eri t y . 
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WORKING WOMEN 
In its continuing effort to upgrade local 

employees, Air America's Saigon Base has 
had great success in upgrading Utility 
Women to Mechanic II I; it is quite possible 
that , because of their demonstrated aptitude, 
they will march forward to much higher 
Mechanic classifications. 

For example, Mrs. Thoi and Mrs. Huong 
(see above) were completely inexperienced 
housewives when hired by AAM less than 
three years ago as Utility Women. However, 

Superintendent/ Shops W. W. Petersen quick­
ly spotted them as outstanding workers and 
recommended their promotion to Mechanic 
III. His judgment has been vindicated by 
their ta lent and productivity on the job since 
their promotion. And, interestingly enough, 
when given mechanical-aptitude tests, they 
out-scored most of a selected group of 
male aircraft mechanics from Regional Main­
tenance Department and other Technical Serv­
ice departments. 

Encouraged by the performance of these 
two ladies, S3igon management began search­
ing out other women candidates for pro­
motion. One of them - Mrs. Nguyen Thi 
Be (see below) - is showing considerable 
aptitude in' learning aircraft riveting. 

Undoubtedly there are many more women 
workers at Air America 's Tan Son Nhut Base 
who will be sought out and up-graded to 
their maximum potential. 

Vietnamese Utj/jt~ . Woman ,Mrs . Nguy en Thi Be ( ,ight ) learning ho w to drill holes in 0 piece of alumin­
~m unde r th~. su~erv fsfon of V,e tnamese Training Instructor Trinh Von Trung (i n whi te shirt ). Mrs . Be is show ­
Ing great abilIty In her work. 

II AIR l:\MERICA1S MOTTO: I ANYTHING, ANYTIME, ANYWHERE- PROFESSIONALL ylII 
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Mr. T. Ohlsuk.o , Joponese Senior Clerk, 
kowo Bose . 

Troffic, checking emergency equipment in storeroom of our Tochi-

Mr. Y. C. Chien , Chinese Supervisor, TAW Communicotions Center tackles some paperwork. Behind him 
is a boffer)' of in-coming teletype machines. 

TAW RMD personnel working on an R· 2800 engine. Aircroff is the U .S. Federol Aeronoufics Administra ­
, io n ' s Convair T-29 . Men ore (/ . to r.J: Japanese Me ch a nic /I H. Sugizoki , Chinese Mec hanic I T. S. HUQ, and 
Japan e se Mechanic lilA. Miike . 

TAKISHIMA 
WINS AWARD 
by: Y. L. Chow, Security Rep. 
AAMITAW 

Mr. Masao Takishima, an Air America 
Ground Transportation Department (GTD) 
Driver I, was recently given an Excellent 
Driver Award which was presented by the 
Director of Tachikawa Police Station as reo 
commended by Mr. Fumio Nakamura, Chief 
of Safe Driving Association in Tachikawa 
City. 

A week later, in commemoration of 
awards, United States Air Force COI~I 
Nicholas Arabinko, Vice·Commander of 6100th 
Support Wing, Tachikawa Air Base, held a 
celebrating meeting at the Base Commander's 
Conference Room for twelve Japanese work· 
ers on the Base, including Mr. Takishima. 

Mr. Tokishimo receive s Exce llent Driver Award. 
Shown (I. fa r.) ore : Mr. Shozo Tokomiyo , Advisor 
w;lh Bose Mofor Pool, Tochikowo Air Bose; Mr . Mosoo 
Takishimo , GTD Driv e r I, TAW ; Colonel Nicho/os 
Arobinko , Vice-Commander of 6100lh Supporf Wing , 
TAW; and Mr. James O. SNrell, SOR, TAW . 

Mr. Takishima" is a graduate of SI 
No. 1 Technical High School in 1958 and 
was granted a driving permit in 1960; he 
joined the Company to carryon his present 
job as of 27 April 1961. In the past years, 
he has never had a single violation of traf· 
fic regulations on base or off base, nor did 
he take any chances which might have re­
sulted in an accident stemming from his 
carelessness and negligence in driving. 

He has a contented family consisting 
of parents, four brothers, wife and one child. 

* * * 

Air America Building 3822, Tochikowo Air Bose , 
showing (I. 10 r.) ; offices 01 Regional Main'enonce 
Dept. (RMD ), Supply Office , Personnel Office, General 
Manager' s Office and Finan ce Office . 

"VOU CANNOT FL V WITHOUT SUPPL V" 
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VIP FLIGHT 
His Excellency, George McMurtrie God­

ley, newly appointed United States Am­
bassador to Laos, recently flew from Bang­
kok to Vientiane in an Air America VIP- C-47 
equipped with air conditioners. 

Ambassador Godley (center) about to enter his 
(or on Air Americo's romp of Wattoy Airport, Vien­
tiane, Laos. He hod just deplaned from Air America's 
C -47, No. 8-933, seen in the background. 

Ambassador Godley went to Bangkok to 
confer with President Richard Nixon while 
the latter was on his globe-circling trip im­
mediately following Apollo 11 's remarkable 
moon flight. The Ambassador was accom­
panied by his wife, Betty, and two sons. 

* * * * * * 

KICKERS IN ACTION 

Two Oriental Air America Air Freight Dispatchers 
shove a pair of pallets, each loaded with nine bogs 
of rice, out of on AAM C-46 somewhere over northern 
Laos to help feed the indigenous residents. The rice 
is pocked in triple burlap bags to resist the bursting 
forces of a free fall of about 800-900 feet. Each 
bag of rice weighs approximately 94 pounds - or 
42 kilos. Parachutes are required equipment for olf 
Air Americo personnel during a rice drop. 

Traffic Agent II Thowotsok Choichoroen stonds behind aquaria-adorned counter at AAM's Udorn Traffic 
Terminal. Three tanks con be seen at the front of the counter and of the side. 

UDN'S AQUARIUM 
TICKET COUNTER 
by: J_R_ Hunter, TMIUDN 

The ticket counter in Air America's 
Traffic Terminal at Udorn (AAM LOG VOL I, 
No.1, pp. 2-3) certainly must win a prize 
for ingenious decor; it incorporates four 
colorful, Illuminated aquaria. 

The idea for the aquaria-equipped traffic 
counter was conceived by Jim Hardman when 
he was Traffic Manager at UDN in 1968; he is 
now TM/KAD. 

While searching for ways to beautify 
the passenger area in Udorn's new Traffic 
Terminal, Jim ran across a picture in a 

magazine showing an aquarium sunken in a 
wall. He liked the idea and looked for a 
logical location in the lounge area of the 
Traffic Terminal: the plain wooden ticket 
counter appeared to be the ideal spot. 

Four fish tanks were procured locally 
and installed by GMD along with an air pump 
and filters obtained from a discarded water 
cooler. Soon the aquaria were in full opera­
tion. However, it became rapidly apparent 
that some common species of tropical fish 
could not survive due to the limited supply 
of oxygen in the water. So it was decided 
to stock the tanks with local canal fish. This 
was a smart move - the fish fatality rate 
dropped sharply. 

UDN Traffic personnel collect mosquito 
larvae and insects to feed the fish. 

General upkeep - such as cleaning the 
tanks - is performed by Traffic personnel 
under the capable supervision of Traffic 
Agent " Thawatsak Chaicharoen. 

Passenger reaction to the aquaria has 
been generally good; children have found the 
fish to be particu larly fascinating. 

Close-up of colorful, contented conal fish swimming in their Udorn aquarium. Tonk is artistically de­
corated with water plants and variegated rocks. 

"NO COMMUNICATION-NO AIRLINE" 
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Mr. Thongsor 8ouopha, Mr. William C. Yarbrough, 
AAM', SZ, Sam Thong. 
Northern Laos. 
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SAM THONG STATION 
by: William C. Yarbrough, 

SZ/Sam Thong 

Sam Thong, Northern Laos, one of Air 
America's most remote and inaccessible up­
country bases, is possibly the busiest dirt­
strip airfield in Southeast Asia, if not in the 
whole world. 

The strip, whose elevation is 3,800 feet, 
handles an average of 125 landings and take­
offs a day, seven days a week the year round, 
weather permitting. 

Air America established this forward 
operating base, in support of various United 
States civilian aid programs, four years ago, 
The existing short strip was lengthened to 
a 2,200 foot dirt runway capable of handling 
Caribous and C-123s as well as helicopters, 
Helios and Porters. 

Much of the activity in Sam Thong is 
related to refugee relief movements which 
are mounting daily as Communist troops in­
crease their pressure in many sections of 
north, central and eastern Laos; Sam Thong 
also assists larger aircraft in air drops of 
various commodities to thousands of refugees 
in flight from enemy forces. 

The base supplies up to 70,000 gallons 
of fuel each month to aircraft flying in the 
area. Operations continue from dawr. to 
dusk throughout the year whether it is dusty 
or muddy - or both. 

Next to a 110 bed hospital jointly oper­
ated by USAID and the Lao Government, 
AAM's are the most prominent facilities in 
Sam Thong. They include an open main­
tenance hangar, a Quonset hut Operations 
building, transient billets with 28 beds, 
toilets, hot water bathing facilities, a laun­
dry plus a dining room and recreation lounge .. 

The village, whose name inexplicably 
means "Three Golds" in the language of the 
Meo tribesmen who live along the lonely 
ridges and peaks of the Annamite mountain 
range running down from Mongolia through 
China and Southeast Asia, did not exist until 
seven years ago. Then Major (now lieu­
tenant General) Vang Pao determined the 
location of what is now known as Sam Thong, 
in a narrow hidden valley high up in the 
mountains 77 miles north and slightly east 
of Vientiane. 

Sam Thong is surrounded by lofty sky­
piercing pinnacles and karsts which present 
a rugged and awesome spectacle, The rough 
terrain is often mist-shrouded and calls to 
mind ancient Chinese brush paintings of tree­
clad mountains in bizarre and dreamlike 
shapes. One such karst is a Sam Thong 
landmark. Its timbered slopes rise precipit­
ously to a height of about 500 feet; it is just 
southwest of the site's landing strip. 

IINAME THE CHALLENGE-WE CAN MEET ITII IIPROFESSIONALISM THROUGHOUTII 
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USAID/L AND AIR AMERICA FIRE BRIGADES BATTLE BLAZE IN VIENTIANE 
When fires occur in Vientiane, the Administrative Capital of Laos, USAID/ L and Air America Fire Brigades often mount a joint fire­

fighting effort ~ as is shown on this page . 
ABOVE, the Fire Brigades of both organizations direct a powerful stream of water at the roof .of a store burning in downtown Vien­

tiane. Other firemen scale ladder and enter second floor of stricken structure_ 
BELOW, USAID firemen are advancing hose to second floor of gutted building (left) while Air America fire fighters crouch on burned­

out roof of ravaged structure to direct streams of water at still-burning portions of the building. Sign used to say SAIGON BIJOUX (SAIGON 
JEWELLERS). Conflagration occurred at 1 p.m. 

"A PLANE IS NO BETTER THAN ITS MAINTENANCE" 
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A lockheed AH-56A Cheyenne compound helicop'er laking off . 

LOCKHEED'S NEW COMPOUND HELICOPTER -THE AH-56A CHEYENNE 
Lockheed-California Company's new AH-

56A Cheyenne incorporates some quite unusu­
al features for a chopper. Among the more 

sual are: 
• Pusher propeller. 
• Fully-cantilevered wings. 
• Nose turret. 
The pusher propeller, mounted at the 

extreme tail of the machine, gives the 
Cheyenne a maximum level speed (at sea 
level) of 253 mph. or a maximum cruising 
speed of 242 mph. When in high speed 

cruise, the pusher propeller absorbs all but 
300 hp. of the 3,435 shaft horsepower deve­
loped by chopper's single General Electric 
T64-GE-16 shaft-turbine engine. The residual 
300 horsepower is diverted to drive the 
feathered main rotor to reduce windmilling 
drag. 

The wings, which have a span of 26 ' 
8%", almost completely off-load the main 
rotor when the machine is in high-speed 
flight. The wings do not incorporate any 
control surfaces. 

You may not go to 'he bathroom!" 

The nose turret, which swivels through 
180 °, can mount interchangeably an Aeronu­
tronic XM129 40-mm grenade launcher or a 
7.62-mm General Electric niinigun. 

The Cheyenne has a crew of two: a 
pilot and gunner j co-pilot who sit in tandem 
in an enclosed cockpit; they fly the chopper 
with conventional dual helicopter controls. 
The pilot sits in a raised seat at the rear of 
the cockpit; the gunner j co-pilot's forward 
seat is mounted on a stabilized platform and 
can swivel through 360°, 

"FIND A WAY YOU CAN-NOT A REASON YOU CANNOT" 
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PREVENTING HEART ATTACK BY EXERCISE 
Courtesy: Medical Department 

In ou r modern society many of us work at a desk or bench all week and then rush 
home to begin a weekend of hard physical work or exercise. 

Our bodies and hearts are weakened from our sedentary work. We are out of shape, 
but we play hard anyway. We also have heart attacks in our sleep and on the golf course 
during this time. 

You just can't sit all week 
day. Regular, vigorous ex­
a week, is a must. Physi­
tect against heart attack. 

Why is exercise so im­
exercise increases the blood 
by continually expanding the 
only that, but there are 
ies running between the two 
heart. These, too, enlarge. 

Now what happens if one 
Perhaps you won 't even 
supply is more than adequ­
somewhat like muscles. If 
get larger. 

and be an athlete on Sun­
ercise, at least three times 
cal fitness is vital to pro-

portant? Regular, vigorous 
supply to the heart, there­
half-plugged arteries. Not 
many small accessory arter­
arteries that supply the 

small artery gets plugged? 
know it, because the blood 
ate. Remember, arteries are 
you use them, they tend to 

Another way to work against heart attack is by 
keeping weight down. Over- weight people have three 
times the chance of having a heart attack. Smoking 
cigarettes, particularly more than one pack a day, also is bad, First of all , there is good 
evidence of a relationship between cigarettes and blood clotting. Secondly, cigarettes may 
constrict cornary arteries. 

The relationship between diseases such as gout and diabetes and heart attack has 
been established. A regular physical checkup by your physic ian can pick up not only 
these diseases but others as well. 

BEWARE! 
TAKE CARE! 
Courtesy: Safety Division 

Lately we have been having a rash of recurring personnel accidents by employees 
working around aircraft. Beware of these hazards - which are present around all aircraft 
whether piston engine, turbo-prop or jet: 

1. Blowing debris from jet or prop blast. 
2. Protruding control surfaces, antennas, static wicks, open access hatches, and 

other projections. 
3. Spilled fluids from overflow vents - oil, fuel, hydraulic fluid, water, methanol. 
4. Tripping over auxiliary power cables, grounding wires, fuel hoses, air conditioning 

ducts, power cables, safety wires and others. 
5. Fires or burns from hot brakes (including nose wheel brakes on some aircraft) or 

other hot objects such as lights or engines. 
6. Compressed gas hazards from cyl inders ei ther on aircraft or those used to 

replenish systems. 
7. Strains from manually handling material and equipment without getting necessary 

handling equipment or help . 
8. Injuries from placing and removing wheel chocks, gear pins, locks, or gust locks. 
9. Being struck by air stair doors opening from the inside; care should be used when 

approaching the probable path of opening. 
10. Falling or slipping off aircraft surfaces and work stands during cleaning or main­

tenance - particulary during rain , high winds, or darkness. 
11. Hot exhausts auxiliary power units. 
12. Collision or other accidents with ground equipment. 

BEWARE! TAKE CARE! 

~~n\c:16~V Chin a Colo r Pr if1[ in R Compan y, In ~: . T alpd. Ti). , ,,,·nn . Rep ub lic of China II SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT II 

Editor 
George L. Christian, 1/1 

Published by: 
AIR AMERICA, INC. 
Field Executive Office 
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa 
APO 96239 

SNAFU SECTION 
" . . . IN THE MISTY PAST" 

Courtesy: Naval Aviation News 

Chief of Naval Opertions Admiral 
Thomas H. Moorer recently ran across a re­
stored Boeing F4B-1 fighter similar to ~ 
type he flew when he was a young n, .,' 
aviator aboard the Navy's first aircraft 
carrier, the U.S.S Langley. "It was the 
hottest airplane in the U.S. inventory then," 
he said. 

Boeing F4B -4 Fjght er 

Looking back, comparing Naval Avia­
tion of those days with the present, Me 
noted that one of today's carrier fighters ~ 
the F-4B Phantom " - weighs and costs 
more than his entire squadron of 18 planes 
on the Langley. "Furthermore," he added, 
"the F4-B can fly faster straight up than my 
F4B-4 could dive straight down." 

BOEING JETS 
The Boeing Company had delivered a 

total of 1710 jet airliners to 92 of the 
world's airlines, the United States Air Force 
and the Federal Aviation Administration as 
of June 30, 1969. As of the same date, 
Boeing had orders for a total of 2071 jet 
airliners of various types. 

AIR HISTORY (Item 12) 
1891 The first aeronautical happening 

ever recorded in Hong Kong occurred in 1891 
when an intrepid Captain Baldwin rose to an 
undetermined altitude in a balloon and de­
scended (safely) by parachute. 


