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MESSAGE FROM
MANAGEMENT

AIR AMERICA'S
COMPANY IMAGE

There have been an increasing number
~+ instances recently in the press, intra-
npany memoranda, etc. wherein Air Ameri-
ca, Inc. has been referred to as an “airline”.
This term (and the term “air carrier”) in
common international usage refers to a com-
mon carrier by air authorized by its govern-
ment to provide services to the public gener-
ally, usually over fixed routes. Hence the
term is inaccurate as applied to Air America
since the termination of the Company's
Scheduled Air Services Ryukyus operations
on 30 June, 1967.

Since that time AAM s principal activities
have been a contractor performing airlift,
maintenance and general support contracts,
many of them with various agencies of the
United States Government in the Far-East
and some with other governments in the
Far East. The performace of our airlift con-
tracts with U.S. Government agencies, for
example, is not typical of airline operations
since, basically, the authorization therefor

/is not granted to Air America, Inc. as a
wmpany but to the U.S. Government by the
nost governments.

To describe AAM's current activities as
an “airline” also involves a political liability
in that those not completely informed may
look upon the Company as an infringer upon
the domestic air rights customarily reserved
for the host countries’ citizens. Similarly,
common carrier operations between coun-
tries are governed by bilateral exchanges
between interested governments, and Air
America is not the beneficiary of any such
exchange. Efforts should be made to correct
any erroneous impressions in these areas at
any time they may arise.

In certain of its transport activities Air
America is classified for U.S. Federal Avia-
tion Agency and Civil Aeronautics Board pur-
poses as a ‘“large commercial operator”
under Part 121 of the Federal Aviation Re-
gulations; other aspects of its operations
fall under Part 91, governing “general avia-
tion”. Since the terminology may not be
familiar to the average layman, however, it
would seem preferable, in ordinary situa-
tions, to describe Air America as an aviation
company, of, if important to convey its
transport capability, as a contract air carrier.

AIR HISTORY wtem 17)

NOTE: Because ltem 17 concerns
the Wright brothers’ (and man’s) first
powered flight, we are giving that
historic event front page treatment.
We hope we have uneorthed some
facts about the Wright Flyer. and its
builders which were not known to you
up to now — ED.

17 December 1903. Man's first sustain-
ed, controlled flight in a powered airplane
was made by Orville Wright on the morning
of 17 December, 1903 (following an unsuc-
cessful attempt by Wilbur Wright on 14 De-
cember). Orville's first flight covered 120
feet in 12 seconds. The Flyer was launched
from a monorail and landed on its pair of
skids. Two more short flights were made
with the brothers alternating as pilots. Then,
at noon, Wilbur made the last and longest
flight of the day by winging 852 feet in 59
seconds.

® Other Flyer specifications: wing chord
—6 ft. 6 in; gap — 6 ft. 2 in; length overall
— 21 ft. 1 in.; height overalf — 8 ft. 0 in.

¢ Flyer’s weights: weight emptly — 605
Ibs.; weight loaded — 750 Ib.; wing loading —
147 Ib/sq.ft.

®Flyer’s instrumentation: anemometer
head and gauge; stop-watch.

eFlyer's flight controls: pitch was con-
trolled by forward-placed biplane elevators
actuated through a shaft attached to a
wooden lever which was moved fore or aft
by the pilot's left hand. Roll was achieved
by warping both upper and lower wing tips
and yaw was produced through dual, rear,
boom-mounted rudders. Roll and yaw were
induced by movement of the pilot's torso
while he lay prone on his stomach.

The Wright brothers also designed and
built (with the able assistance of a skilled
machinist) the four-cylinder, water-cooled, 16
hp. engine which powered the Flyer. lgni-
tion was by low-tension magneto with make-
and-break spark. Fuel feed (constant stream)

<M
T

Wright brothers’ Flyer — top elevation,

Wright brothers’ Flyer — side elevation.

The science of aviation was born,

Here are some interesting facts about
the Wright brothers, their Flyer and its
engine.

eThe brothers designed and built their
own wind tunnel in which they systematical-
ly tested many air foil sections. (A bicycle
was also used for the same .purpose}.

eThey designed, built and flew several
gliders before constructing their first Fiyer.

eThe Flyer was a single-engine, braced-
wing, unstaggered biplane with a span of
40 ft. 4 in. (Reason for the four inches is
that the Flyer's pilot had to be located on
the craft's centerline for proper control,
forcing the Wright brothers to locate the
engine off-center; they chose the right side
of the plane. Since weight of the power-
plant was in the 200 Ib. range, the brothers
added four inches to the 20 ft. span of the
right wing to provide additional lift for the
engine),

was by gravity; fuel was vaporized by run-
ning it over a large, heated surface of the
engine's water jacket.

The powerplant drove two geared 8 ft.
6 in. diameter propellers into which the
Wright brothers put some remarkable and
original research in designing the blades.
The propellers, made of three laminations
of spruce, were driven by tube-encased
bicycle chains; the drive to the left pro-
pelier was crossed for counter-rotation.

Take-off procedure: the Flyer's two
skids rested on a six-foot plank carried
transversely by a launching trofley made up
of two adapted bicycle wheel hubs mounted
fore-and-aft on a wooden block. A third hub
was attached to a forward cross-piece to
prevent the Flyer from nosing over on the
60 ft. long launching monorail. During take-
off the Flyer’'s wing was steadied manually.

Wilbur Wright lived into the modern air
age; he died in 1948,

“AIR AMERICA’S MOTTO: ‘ANYTHING, ANYTIME, ANYWHERE—PROFESSIONALLY"”
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VITAMINS & YOUR HEALTH (Part I

Courtesy: Medical Department

It is surprising how many people fall for the fallacy that the more a good thing is )

applied, the better will be the results.

While the consequences of such well-meaning improvising are often harmful, usually
only the individual himself suffers. it is much more disturbing when large segments of the
population are caught in a web of good intentions.

For example, vitamin D is essential to the skeletal development of children; a child
who fails to get sufficient amounts will contract rickets. But massive overdoses can be
harmful, even though it can be tolerated in doses many times the normal need.

And this is where our good intentions are implicated. In an effort to increase sales
appeal, many milk, bread, and multivitamin producers add vitamin D to their products. f
a child who consumes these products also plays in the sunlight, eats fish, or takes cod-
liver ot (the richest natural sources of this nutrient), he gets even more — perhaps too
much more vitmain D.

Nor are children alone vulnerable. Since vitamin D enhances the calcium-retention
tendencies of the body, overdoses of vitamin D may contribute to arteriosclerosis by pro-
moting calcification of the arteries.

The National Research Council recommends the following daily amounts of exogenous
vitamin D: infants under one year — 400-800 U (International Units); children up to 20 years
— 400 U. The requirement for adults is not known, but with normal exposure to sunlight
adequate amounts of vitamin D probably are formed in the skin.

Vitamin C is another nutrient around which much misunderstanding has arisen. For
example, there is no scientific corroboration of the claim that vitamin C (ascorbic acid) will
prevent the common cold. But neither is there conclusive evidence that it doesn't help.

When all the scientific light has been shed on this vitamin, we may well find it to be
a factor in the prevention of respiratory infections. There is also hope that research
will one day show us how it can be used in the fight against coronary heart disease.

Most of us eat a diet high in vitamin C. but there are pollutants in our lives which
nullify its effects. Research indicates that the smoke from one cigarette could neutralize
the vitamin C in a medium-size orange. And it can be rendered useless by many food pre-
servatives and the smog-choked air we breathe.

For all our knowledge, there is still an enormous amount of work to be done in vitamin
research. Indeed, we have hardly turned back the surface. But if there are unyielding mys-
teries beyond that surface, there are unlimited possibilities too.
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FLYING MIRROR

When a shiny Air America Helio Courier
lands at one of the many remote STOL sites
in up-country Laos, often as not the local
tribespeople will cluster around the plane
to use the bright fuselage sides as a giant
mirror and look at their reflections wit.
great curiosity while gurgling happy sounds.
Courtesy: C. Bartlett, Helio Captain/VTE

DO-X FACTS

When the huge Dornier DO-X flying boat
first took to the air in 1929, it was powered
by twelve Siemens-built Bristol Jupiter air-
cooled, radial engines, mounted in six tandem
pairs, which gave the craft (wingspan — 157
ft. 5 in., all-up weight — 123,460 Ib.) a service
ceiling of 1,377 ft. {420 m)

When the aircooled engines were re-
placed by water-cooled Curtiss Conqueror
engines, (the rear air-cooled, pusher power-
plants were running too hot) the service
ceiling was increased to 1,640 ft. (500 m.)
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“Now we'll study the effect of fatigue on non-
workers. This is one of the company's vice-presi-

dents.”

GUIDELINES

The six most important words in our
language are: “I admit | made a mistake.,”
The five most important: “You did a good,
job.” The four most important: “What is
your opinion?” The three most important:
“if you please.” The two most important:
“Thank you.” The one most important word:
“We.” And the least important word? “1”
— Anonymous.

Printed s Chin Color Frinting Compam. Inc. Facer, Taiwan, Republic of Chma

‘’SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT"





