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COGENT COMMENTARY

| didn't have a very happy child-
hood, either . ..

But nobody worried very much about it.
I was too busy, | guess — cutting lawns.
shoveling snow, running errands, delivering
packages for 10 cents, selling newspapers,
doing housecleaning for my mother, and
going to school. | passed my grades, too:
if | hadn't, I'd have had the hide strapped
off me.

No one concerned himself about my
amusements, either. What fun we had, we
made. But if we did any damage, like break-
ing a8 window in a ball game, we paid for
it by working it out.

We never heard these modern phrases
like “standard of living,” "subsistence level,”
“minimum requirements.” QOur standard of
living was whatever my father {and after
| was about 12. my father and 1} earned. |
don’'t suppose people “‘understood” me and
if | nad said so, my mother would have
asked, “Why should they?” And certainly no
one ever gave a thought to my “problems.”
They were mine, weren't they? Mine to solve.
Why should | expect anyone else to bother?

f my father was laid off, we stopped
spending on anything but food. and a lot
less of that. My dad spent every waking
hour looking for work — any work. We lived
on savings and when they were gone, we
moved in with relatives. If there had been
no relatives. when every penny and every
salable asset was gone, we would have gone
to the only place left -~ the County Poor
House — but that would have been an ad-
mission thal we couldn't take care of our-
selves.

You'll notice in this true story of a
typical American family of a few years back,
I'm not talking about privileges nor hap-
piness. ! guess we didn't have much. But
we had something that was infinitely more
important, infinitely more rewarding — we
had self-respect, because whatever we had,
however littie it was. we earned.

It seems to me that is why America is
the strong nation it is today — and it will
stay strong only as long as there are enough
Americans more interested in earning than
in getting,
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"AIR AMERICA’S MOTTO: ‘ANYTHING, ANYTIME, ANYWHERE—PROFESSIONALLY**
























