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in front of you an exhibit which is marked "6€", it’s on the -— it's
not in the book, it's rvight on the -—— No, it’s not in the book, Mr.

Rodriguez, it's right on the table in front of you.

R. FRODRIGUEZ: All right. |

SEN. FUDMAN: That represents an invaﬂce tn Lake Resources
ncorporated from East Incorporated. And now let me —— let the
ecord show that East Incorporated was aicorporation formed by
eneral Secord and his associate Mr. Hakim, but nominally owned by
And Lake Resources is a Secord-Halkim company. The reason
wan & look at this exhibit with you is there seems to be some
misunderstanding about why some members of th1$ panel are very
interested in how the money was used.

What . the.point, of . course, is, that I _think you understand, Mr.
Rodriguez, is that when you privatize foreign policy —— be it
selling arms to Iran, or helping the contras through all these
private sources —-— things go awry and the policies don't get
executed. And in your situation, people that needed equipment
didn’t get it, i |

So I want to go through this inveice with you berauke you’ve
been talking about hand grenades —— you didn’t have personal
knowledge —— here's some things you had personal linowledge of that
will show, I think, vividly, what some pecple in this panel are
concerned about.

If you turn to the first page of it, you’ll notice that it is a
billing called, "second billing support", and there are some namos
on there: "Bolton(?), Strupe(?), Schmidt(?), Smith, Wilscon, Sawyer,
Fanod(?), Herrington(?), McCully (7)), Hughes(?) and Van Haven(?)".
Did you know those pecople? | ’

- MR. RODRIGUEZ: VYes, sir, some of them.
SEN. RUDMAN: And they were pilots and handlers?
I
ME. RODRIGUEZ: Yes, sir.

SEN. RUDMAN: And do you happen to knoy what they were paid?
i
H
ME. RODRIGUEZ: Sir, thoy never discussed that with me, buat 1
think it's a mattey of record that Hasenfus said that he was paid
$3,000 a month, )

SEN. RUDMAN: = That's correct. As a matter of fact the pay
varied between 3,000 and $4,000 a month. Now what was happening
here is that Lake Fesources, which had money from the diver=ion of
the Iranian arms sale, as well as from other donationg -— from ot her
places —— billed people at the rate of 430 a day.
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ERST, INC.

&%Em BILLING SUFPORT

FEES:

BOLTON 31 DAYS @ 459

STROLP 40 DARYS 04080

SMET 1 DAY @ 508

SMITH 6.75 DAYS 8458
WILSON 31 DAYS @49

s?gg‘ 1.67 DAYS @ 459
8430 30ars o450
HARRINGTON 1@ DAYS @ 450

MCCLRLY 11 DRYS 2408
HUGHES 5.34 @439
VON HAVEN & DAYS 8458

}
‘ TOTAL FEES .
TRAVEL »
A

BOLTON
STROUP
STROUP
WILSON
SAWYER
PINARD
HARRINGTON
VON HAVEN
yuET
OOFER
MCCALLLY
CRWAFORD
MCCAULLY
SHUTT
SHUTT
SHUTT

, TOTAL TRAVEL
EQUIPMENT 1~
1 WASHER  °
* 4 AIR CONDITIONERS
2 REFRI.
1 WRSHER
1 DRYER
3 MEDICAL KITS

TOTAL EQUIPMENT
OTHER:
COMMUNICRYTION COST
INSURRNCE _
CRASH RDVANCE-FLEL ACLCT.

TOTAL OTHER

U GRAND TOTAL

O 0

813, 950. e@

16, 000. 08
500. 00
3,837.50
12,400, 08
751. 50
1,350. 00
4,520, 00

4,400.00

2y 403, 00
2,780, 8@

8e5. 80
2,339.36
4,600.00

8a5. o0

852.75

452,34
1,253.67

854.68

842.95

582. 75

766. 62

319.72
1,545.03

' 131.10
' 570. 40
272.55

3,621.65
S542. 80
488.75
971.75

40485
345. @0
1S, 000. 88

$61,992. &3

$16,991.88

$5,624.93

$15,749.03

$100, 357. 86
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1-31
SA-3/31

y €.75
. 3731
- Y1&8/7&87-28
3/&87-30
DEC 85

{=2/14-23
Jzr3-13

EST AIR
1/721-2/11
$/11-3/11
: JesT AIR

- Yizsz7-28
- §3727-30
Jerr4-23
3/80-24
/c8

/73-13

*.ob

mMOS

IRFRARE 3/&3
IRFARE 4/2
IRFARE 4/2

IRFARE 3/1
IRFRARE &/28
IRFRRE 3/4

O O ‘

EAST, INC.
l

SECOND FILLING SUFFORTY

FEEG:

BEOLION 33 DAYS i 4L
STROUFE 4R DAYS 14V
SMET 1 DAY & San

GMITH .75 DNYS rw4bLA
WILSON E1 DAYS 400
SAWYER 1.6€7 DAYS 1 450
FINARD ZDAYS wabR
HARRINGTON & DAYS @ 4S@&
HRRRINGTON 12 DAYS @ 45
MCCULLY 11 DAYS 2*42Q
VON HOGVEN 6 DAYS #4Sa

10TAL FEES
TRAVEL :
BOLTON
STROUFR
STROUR
WILSON
SAWYER
~INARD
HARRINGTON
VON HAVEN
SMET
COOFER
MCCAULLY
CRWAFORD
MCCARULLY
SHUTT
SHUTT i
SHUTT

-

TOTAL TRAVEL
EQUIFMENT
WASHER
RIR CONDITIONERS
REFRI.
WASHER
DRYER
MEDICAL KITS

[N (P

TOTAL EQUIFMENT

OTHER:

COMMUNICATION COST
INSURANCE

CASH ADVANCE-FUEL ACCT.

TOTAL OTHER

GRAND ' TOTAL

$13,950. 20
1€, Q0. 2V
520, Q0
3,437, 5@
13, 400, QR
751.S@

‘1, 350. @
922, 2R

4, SQQ. O
4, 400, DD
&, 700, 0

- ———— v —— - - —

8QS. o0
e, 339. 36
4, €0, DO

8RS, 2

85E.73

L4532, 34
1,&853.67

854, 638

842. 95

£8@. 75

7€6. 62

319.72
1,545, @3

131.1Q

S7@. 402

27&.5%

,621.€3
S4Z. 82
488. 7S
678. SQ

-

(4]

404. @S
34S. 0@
17, 250. 0@

$EQ, 4689, O

$16,9391.68

$17,999. @5

o o -

s10Q, 811.61
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ERST, INC.

FOURTH BRILLING SUPPORT

FEES: .

BOLTON 22 DAYS @ 459 89, 02, PA
WILSON 27 DAYS @429 1@, 802, &9
MCKENNA 19 DAYS @ 45@ 7, 60, @89
MCCLLLY 41 DAYS Q402 16, 420, 0@
TOTAL FEES $44, 700. 22
TRAVEL &
ROLTON 82, 79
WILSON . 431.69
PMCKENNA 7@3. 46
MCCULLY 847.85
STEVESON . - 577. a8
WILSON ‘ 82, 79
ROLTON : 175.95
TOTAL TRAVEL - . $4,357. 54
' EQUIPMENT 3
5 SMITH & WESSON MD 27 3576. @4
AIRCREW SURVIAL VEST: 4.8357.20
9 RADAR DETECTORS (2) 455. 48
MISC EOUIPMENT #= . 180.867
I TOTAL EQUIPMENT . $9, 027. 59
I OTHER:
’ COMMUNICATION COST 111.43
! - INSURANCE 150, a9
% *  FREIGHT(ALRERT' EOU1IP) 514.13
. TOTAL OTHER | $775. 56
GRAND TOTAL A $58,84Q. 49

we FIGURE NOT INCLUDED IN THIRD
EARST BILLING TOTALS ‘
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* HEARING OF THE JOINT HOUSE/SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE
INVESTIGATING THE IRAN-CONTEA AFFAIR

H:00 AM. EDT
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 13987

CHATEMAN HAMILTON: The hearings o2f the House and Senate Select
Committees will come to order. The witness this morning is Mr.
FEobert Dutton., Mr. Dutton, would you stand please and raise your
right hand. Do you swear or affirm that thel testimony you are about
to give to this Committee will be the truth and the whole truth?

ME. DUTTON: T do.

CHAIRMAN HAMILTON: Thank you. You may be seated. Ruestions
will begin by Mr. Ken Ballen. |

MR. BALLEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 8Sir, did you serve in
the Armed Forces of the United States?

ME. DUTTON: Yes, I did.
MF. BALLEN: What branch did you serve in7

MFE. DUTTON: The United States Air Force. }

|
MrE. BEALLEM: How long did you serve in the Aly Force for?

ME. DUTTON: 26 and a half years.

ME. PALLEN: And did you have any combat experience while you
were in the Air Foroe®?

ME. DUTTON: Yes siv, Iidid.
ME. DALLEN: How many combat flying‘houra did you have?
ME. DITTON: 412,

MRE. DBALLEN: Sir, where did you have those combat —— where did
you conduct your combat®™

MRE. DUTTON: My first experience was 19363, He were flying ouk
of Benoit. And in 196€, 1 went back to Nakhon Fhanom (73, Thailand.
and we flew against the Ho Chi:Minh trail.

CHATFEMAN HAMILTON:  Caxouse ma. Mr, Dutton, that's a voice
activated microphone, and speak right into it 1§ wong
wouwtld, please. Draw it right vp to your mouth and speak in, and

then we can hear much bettbor.

MR. DUTTON: Yoz sivre  I'm sarry.

FEDERAL MEWES SERVICE 202-347- 1400
NEWS FDOR THE NCWS MEDRIA
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ME. BALLEN: I’'m sorvy. Mr. Dutton, you were 5aying‘yoq.had -
you were —-— 1962 was youwr first combat ——

MR. DUTTON: 1962 we flew out of Renoit. and in 1366, I went
to Mathon Phanom, Theiland, where we flew against the Ho Chi Minh

trail.
]

ME. BALLEN: Siv, did you, in fact, for those efforts, receive
three distinguished flying crosses and 11 air medals?
M. DUTTON: VYes, I did.

MF. BALLEN: When did you retire from the United States Ailr

ME. DUTTON: 1 May, 1986,
MFR. BALLEN: At vhat rank?
MRE. DUTTON: Colonel .

MR. BALLEN: Colonel Dutton, what is a "special operation,™ in
the United States military”™

MRE. DUTTON: I'd say a special operations —— a special
operation becomes a special operation when the element of secrecy,
the fact that it’'s usually a very high risk operation, high pay-off
if youwre successful, low probability of success.

MR. BALLEN: Sir, who conducts these operations?

MFE. DUTTON: All branches of the armed services in cooperation

with, I would say, basically, all of the agencies of the United
States government.

ME. BALLEN: On May I1st, 1986, did you begin work on a special
operation?

ME. DUTTON: VYes sir, I did. ]
MFE. BALLEN: And for how long?

ME. DUTTON: 0Oh, I'd say we stayed with it uantil about
mid-November .

MF. BALLEN: What was this special operationg
MF. DUTTON: It was a -~ an air resupply sffort to
CONTINUED ON FPAGE 2-1
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support the —— I was most interested in the southern force of the
contras, but we also supported the FDN in the northern part of
Nicaragua.

M2, BALLEN: And what were your duties in connection with this
air resupply operation to support the contras?

M. DUTTON: 1 was asked to manage the operation, to basically
take an operation that was not working and get it to work.

MFE. BALLEN: Who commanded the operation, sir?
MF. DUTTON: fGeneral Secord and Col. North.

MF. BALLEN: Who did you report to?

MFE. DUTTON: General Secord and Col. North.
ME. BALLEN: What was Goneral Secord’s vole, sir?

) ME. DUTTON: fGeneral Secord had a great deal gf ewperience in
air special operations, and 1 would have said that he was mpre of
the operations divector., Col, Morth dealt mostly on the poficy
side, but 1 dealt with them as co—equals. 1 could take just about
any issue to either one of them, whoever was available.

ME. BALLEN: So they were both in command in your
under standing™?

MR. DUTTON: That'’s —ovrect.

MFP. BALLEN: Sir, did Col. North ever indicate to you who you
waere working for? !

ME. DUTTOM: He indicatod $o me that we were working for fHThe
Preasident of the United States.

ME. BALLEN:  Now Col. Dutton, was this the first special
vperation you had ever engaged in for the President of the Unitod
States?

ME. DUTTOM:  No, sir, it's not.
ME. BALLEN: Whal were the previous operations?

ME. DUTTON: In 19792, I was on the operations staff for the
Iran rescue, code named "Rice Bowl." And at the completion of”
Desert I, when General VYVaught (7 came back, he wvad instructed that
since there were still hostages in Ivran that we were fo go into full
aperation to determine some way to get in to get them ount.  We code
named an operation "Honey Badger,” which lasted from April until
Nowember, and I was the J-3 or the operations officer for that
operation.

FEDERAL NEWS CSERFVICE  207-347-1400
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ME. BALLEN: Now you say Honey Badger was from April to
November. What year would that be, siv?

MF. DUTTON: Nineteen eighty.

MR. BALLEN: And what binds of activities did you conduct in
reference to Honey PRadger™

ME. DUTTON: UHe condusted 10 major exercises., Each one was an
option that we could have sxecubted to go in and get the hostages
out. We had varying information as to where the hostages were
located, and each time we got new information we had to come up with
a new plan of how we might get them out., Each time we did that, wve
would actually conduct the exercise —— o conduct the operation
sractly the way we intended to do it, within the confines of the
United States.

MRE. BALLEN: Now sir, who was yowr commander on Rice Bowl and
Honey Radger.

ME. DUTTON: Lt. General Jim Vaught.
MFE. BALLEN: And =ir, who was his depuby?
MR. DUTTON: General Secord.

MR. BALLEN: What distinguished Honey Badger and Rice Bowl as
special operations from normal military operations®

MF. DUTTON: I £think in this case the chain of command, which
was directly from General Yaught to the Fresident; the fact that we
had to deal in secret communications. It was very exwpensive. And
again, it had the identity of heing very high risk, high probability
af failure, but a high payoff if we were successful.

MRE. BALLEN: Sir, who was the pregident%at that time?
ME. DUTTON: PFPresident Carter.

MR. BAILLEN: And =sir, how could the —- you testified that
General Vaught reported divectly to the President. How could the
normal chain of command be bypassed in that operation?

!

MFR. DUTTON: It was the desire of the Fresident.

ME. BALLEN: Sir, what access, if any, did General Vaught have
to high-ranking officials in various branches of the government?

ME. DUTTONM: General Yaught had very broad access to the major
agencies of the United States government. It was necessary

|
COMTIMNUED ON FAGE 3-1
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in order for us to be able to just do the things thet we needed to
do. '

MR. BALLEN: And, sir, what enabled him two have that kind of
authority and access?

MF.. DUTTON: Because the Fresident gave him that authority.

ME. BALLEN: Sir, and how was Honey Badger financed? What it

appropriated funds, or how was it financed? !
1

ME. DUTTON: It was apprvopriated funds, but it was - sinoe
there had never been a program set aside for Honey Badger, we
spent the money and they went back to the services and said, "Here's
how much of the pie you owe," and they took it out of the service
funding. I understood that, when it was over, the idea was to come
back to Congress to ask for additicnal money to fill in what we had
spent.

i

MR. DALLEN: EBEut it was not specifically appropriated?
MR. DUTTOM: Mo, it was not. !

M. BALLEN: And, siv, you testified, I believe, that your
position in Honey Badger was J-3 in charge of operations?

Mz, DUTTON: That?s corrvect.

MR, BALLEM:  Who did you veport to?

MR. DUTTON: I veported to tGien. Yaught.

MR. TGALLEN: a&And who did he report to7

MRE. DUTTON: The President.

MR. BALLEN: Did you ever meet the President?

MR. DUTTON: Yes, I did.

M. BALLENM: ‘dhat was the occasion?

MR. DUTTON: After the force came back from Desert One, we
the aoperations staff and some of the operators together in the
Fentagon. And Fresident Carter came aver and made a little

presentation and came arcund and shook everybody?s hand and said,
“Thank you."

0
o
ot

MF. BALLEN: And, sir, after Honey Badger, what was youf
position in the United States Air Force?
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ME. DUTTON: I was the Assistant Director for Special Flans for
Headnguarters, United States Alrv Force. ’

ME. BALLEM:  And whalt does that anit engags in?
MFR. DUTTON: Highly classified, sensitive operations.

MR. BALLEN: And, sir, what was your next assignment after
Special Flans in the Air Force?

MR. DUTTOM: I was transferred to Scott Air Force Base,
Illinnis, where I hecame the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations
for 23rd Alr Force, Military Airlift Command.

MR. RALLEN: And what is the business of the Z3rd Air Forcoce,

Sir™

MRE. DUTTON: Special operations, rescue. We combined the
rescue forces and the special ops forces under one command in order
to get a sizeable -~ a sized force that we could, in fact, conduct
the special operations that wvere required for this country. We hawve
some members here that have worked very hard with us on that issue.

MR. BALLEN: And, sir, what were your responsibilitiss for

these special operations in the 253rd Alry Fovcoce?

MF. DUTTON: UWell, as the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations,
I was responsible for any time we were opervating — if we were
exercising, the fact that the force would be trained well enough),
that they had the proper training, that the equipment was operating
correctly, that we, in fact, were responsive to the needs of the
people that we were supporting, which was basically the special
forces.

ME. BALLEN: ©ol. Dutton, how long did you serve in the United
States Air Force? !

MF. DUTTON: Twenty-six and a half years.

ME. BALLEN: And how many of those years were in special
operations®

MR. DUTTON: I’'d say almost twenty of them.

13
!
MF. BALLEN:  And of those years, siv, how many were you in a
position wvhere you were respasible for conducting special

oparations?
ME. DUTTON: 1'd say eight to ten.

ME. PALLEN: fol. Dubton, would you say there are many officers
in the United States Alr Moroe that have your eyperionce in special

FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE  202-3247-1400
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operationg?
ME. DUTTON: 1'd say there’s, less than a daFen.

ME. BALLENM: How did you happen to come to work for lthe Central
American air resupply ocperation?

MFR. DUTTON: When I made the decision to retive from the United
States Air Force, I informed

CONTINUED ON FAGE 4-1
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General Secord that I was going to get out in the summer of 786,
And we were on a trip to Colorado with the Secords, and he made an
affeor o me o come and woa k for him at Stanford Technology Trading
Group Internaticnal. At that time he mentioned that he was in the
provess of conducting a special operation that he could sure use my
help at.

MR. BALLEN: Now when General Secord asked you to assist him on
this special operation, what was your job?

M. DUTTON: I was then the DO of 23rd Aiv Force.

MR. BALLEN: And what was your job to be on the special
operation that he asked you to assist you on®?

MFE. DUTTON: I was to be the manager or the director of
operations.

ME. BALLEN: How did that compare to your previous experience
in the Air Force?

MFE. DUTTON: It’s what I've been traineq to do.
i
MRE. BALLEN: Did, in fact, you accept General Secord’s offer
and begin work on this special operation?

ME. DUTTON: Yes, I retired from the military on the first of
May, and I reported to General Secord’s office on the second of May.

MFE. BALLEN: Col. Dutton, could you please dpsecribe to the
committee who worked in this operation?  You menticoned CTol. Morth
and General Secord above you. ho else worked in the opesration?

ME. DUTTON: The people that worked with me were mostly down at
our Central American main operating hass. WHe had air crew and
maintenancs peocple that —— the maintenance folks took care of our
small fleet of aircyraft, The air crewvs, of course, were flying the
mizsions. Most of them had been hirvred before I chme on board, and
we had ~-- I found, o my pleasure, that some very highly gxperienced
peosple had been hired. Our managev, Bill Cooper, had over. 235, 000
hours of flying time, much of it with Alry America. He had conducted
. these kinds of operations all of his life. His deputy, John
McCrainy (7), had 132,000 hours of flying time. And when you
consider that in my 26 and a half years I ended up with something
arcund 5,000 hours of flying time, you can see just how experienced
these people were, and I was very glad to have them. The
maintenance people had been pulled together., Fortunately they were
the kinds of guys that could put together an operating aircraft with
bailing wire and cheswing gum.

!

MR. BALLEN: And sir, how many pilots and flight crew were

there?
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bailing wire and chewing gum.
y
ME. BALLEN: And sif, how many pilots and flight crew were

there?
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MR. DUTTON: The average was about 19,

i
ME. BALLEM: Now in managing this effort, as you testified you
wore going o do, what requivements, 1if any, did you impose on the
onperation?

ME. DUTTON: Over my years of experience, as I went through
from working as a worker B (7)Y in special ops to trying to manage
zpecial ops, I had learned certain things. One of them was if an
organization is going to work, it first of all has to be an
organization. People have to understand who's in charge, and then

CONTINUER ON FAGE 5-1
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you must be able to hold somebody responsible for whatever happens.
Feople have to know who is responsible for maintenance, who is
responsible for support, who is the dirvector of operation, who is
going to condust the operations.,

MF. BALLEN: Did you establish any organizational chain?

ME. DUTTON: That was my first task, was to sit down and start
doing that. ' :

ME. BALLEN: Did you impose any accounting requirements on the
crew down in Central America who were conducting the operation?

ME. DUTTON: Yes sir, I did. In my experiences in headquarters
Air Force, 1 had learned that slush funds, unaccounted for monies,
were always going to be a problem. And that if you didn’t demand an
accountability for the money that was put ih your charge, thet you
were going to end up with a problem.

MR. BALLEN: Did you impose any financial ——
MR. DUTTON: I did —
MRE. BALLEN: - accounting requirements?

ME. DUTTON: I had owr divector of support, Rasone Medina 7)),
in fact, account for every penny we spent. I had been in —— it had
been impressed on me by both General Secord and Colonel North that
we were operating with donated funds, and that we had to have an
accountability for how we spent them. And 1 passed that on to the
people down there, and in fact, it’s my understanding that wz’ve
turned over to the Committee somewhere around —-' bhetween 2
[thousand] and 2,000 documents that account for every perny we
spaent.

ME. BALLEN:  How sir, did you impose any —— require the crew to
have any =zafety requirements for their own safety in Central
America?

MR. DUTTON: That’s always a concern, especially when you've
gobt as few airvcraft as you have. Any accident of any kind can
cripple you. So yes, I asked for after-mission reports, so that the
crews could leoarn from each other what the d2ngers were, what we
were learning when we were down in the operating area.

MR, 2ALLENM: And your received thowe mission reports peraonally,

ME. DUTTON: Yes, I did.
ME. BALLEN: Who did you give reports to?
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M. DUTTON: I passed reports to General Secord and to Colonel
North.
i
ME. EBEALLEN: Now how, sirv, were communications conduacted
between yoursel f and General Secord and Colonel North and the obher
principals in this operation? '

ME. DUTTOM: We tried, to the greatest degree possible, to use
the KL-43 encryption ——

MRE. BALLEN: What —- I'm sorrvy, go ahead.

ME. DUTTON: - encryption device that had besn provided for
us. We kpew that all communications coming out of Central America
were going through & microwave relay that was located in Managua, so
we were quite certain that anything that was being said over the
telephone was being read by the opposition. And the FL-43 allowed
us ko talk back and forth with some degree of security.

ME. BALLEN: Now sir, where did you get the EL-427

M. DUTTON: General Secord gave me the one that 1 was using.

MRE. BALLEN: And where did he get that from?

MR. DUTTOM: He got it from Colonel North.

MRE. BALLEN: Did you ever learn vhere Colonel Movrth obtained
the KL-437s7?

MF. DUTTON: He got them —--——
ME. BALLEN: There's more than one, 1 take it.

MR, DUTTON: Yes, there were. There wele a number. And he got
them from NSA. !

MRE. BALLEN: Sir, how did they operate? How was the code
distributed and what was it? T

ME. DUTTON: There was a tape that rcame in a cassette, one tape

for each day of the month. In the !

CONTINUED ON FAGE 6-1-
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morning you would pull out the tape for the day, clear the machine
and load it, load it with the new code. And all the people that had
the machines would load their own machines and then we could talk

to each other.

M. BALLEN: Sir, where did you obtain the tapes?
ME. DUTTON: We got them from Colonel North's office.
ME. BALLEN: And would that be on a monthly basis?®

ME. DUTTOMN: Ah, yes. We tried to get them. Thore was, 1
believe, on one occasion we were actually able to get tuo months all
at once, We would have ouwr administrative assistant go down to
Colonel North's office and pick the tapes up there, bring them out
to us.

MR. BALLEN: 8Sir, was this kind of secrecy normal for a special
operation from your experience in special operations™

MRE. DUTTON: I think secrecy in communications is —— I would
call it critical for a special operation.

M. BALLEN: Now, Colonel Dutton, you testified —— if I have
youy testimony correctly —— that Colonel NMorth operated as the
policy commander of the special operation to resupply the contra
foarces. Is that an accurate description? t

ME. DUTTON: If we were to have to divide it up, that!s
probably as good as any. As I said, I considered Colonel NHorth and
General Secord were my co-commanders. And i f General Secord was out
of the country, whether it be policy or any other problem T would
have felt comfortable in going to Colonel North with it

ME. EBALLEN: What was Oliver North’s rank™
M. DUTTON: Lt. Colmonelld

ME. BALLEN:  And did you know his pogition at the Mational
CSecurity Council?®

MRE. DUTTON: I understand —— I didn’t have the title at the
fime, I undarstand Daoputy DRirvector for political affairs or
somebhing on that order.

ME. BALLEM: Sir, what access, 1f any, did Oliver MNorth have fto
various officials in the Executive Branch, from your own
obzervation?

M. DUTTOM: ©Colonel Movih had very broad contact and I wonld
consider it ab the very highest levels of the various branches of
the government.
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MFE. BALLEN: For example, who did he have contact with that you
were personally aware of?

M. DUTTON: I had heard him refer to "IHITY a couple of times
and I didn’t know who he was talking about until it waz identified
he was talking about Mr. Casey. He mentioned that he had talkod —-

|
M. EBEALILEN: In what context wald he mention DEL17

M. DUTTON: Discussions with the CIA about our project, about
what we wero doing, and towards the end vhen we were looking at the
transfer of the operation over to the CIA.

ME. BALLEN: Sir, what olher individuals did Colonel BMorth have
access to, from your own observation, apart from Mr. Casey™

MFE. DUTTON: He menticoned in a telephone conversation that he
had talked with Mr. Meese when Southern Air was coming under
investigation., Mr. Langton(?) had called me stating that there
could have been a problem if they went into the records they ocould
uncover gome othes .classified operations that were being. dﬁﬁg’ﬁ“fh
other departments of the United States government and asked meif
there was something that I could do. 1 C©3lTed Colonel North and in
the context of getting the investigation turned off, he mentioned to
me that he had talked to Mr. Meese.

M2, DUTTON: EColonel North mention talking to any other high
officials of the United States government?

MEL. DUTTON: Not directly, that I csn recall.
ME. BALLEN: How about in the Department of Defense?

COMTINUED ON 7-1
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doing.

ME.

DUTTON:

1 don’t recall, specifically, that he named

But in delaing with Tol, Jim Steele(?), who was the
commander of the military group in the Central American country
where we were operating out of, to me it was obvious that Col.
Steele rould not be caused to either react or to back away, unless
his chain of command understood what he was doing, and what we were

BALLENM:

4nd sirv, was the kind of access you just

deccribed an the part of Col. North to high officials in the
government unusual, in your experience? '

ME.

DUTTON:

No.  They were, I would say, for Col. North, to

say that a Lieutenant Colonel had that sort of access would be

T a man running this kind of operation, you couldn’t get
past first base,
type of support.
aperation I've ever worlked.

unusual.

ME.

ME.
broader
had very,

ME:.
General

MF.

BALL ENz

DUTTON:

BALLEN:
Vaught,

DUTTON:

if you didn’t have that type of access, and that
And that has been true throughout every special

Well, was it true with General Vaught?

In fact, I would say Col. North had a little

access lthar even General Vaught did.) But, GSBeneral Yaught
very broad acoess.

How did Col. Noarth have broader access than

to you knowledge?

I don’t recall General Vaught ever mentioning that

he had contacts with the likes of Mr. Meese, !

Mow sir, was the legality of the, of your

operation ever explained to you?

MF. BALLEN:
MF. DUTTON:
MF. BEALLEM:
ME. DUTTON:
MRE. BEALLEN:
MRE. DUTTON:

Yes, it was, at the outset.
Wheo explained it7?
Ceneral Secord.

What did he say?

Hhen he gave me a first run-down on the operation,

he bhasicall maild "MHere is what welre doing. It?’s a resupply
Y y g9 Ppiy

- operation.

It’s being done at the behest of the White House. And

here are some of the rules that we operate by."

ME. EALLEN: When did hé tell you this?

ME. DUTTON: This was at our first, iour very first meeting, on
the Znd of May. At that time, we discussed the Neutrality act, and
he subsequently gave me a copy of a legal opinicon that he had had

written,

that drew out the rules of engagement that said, in fact,
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if we did not deliver people into the combat, if we deliveresd only
goods, even if it was arms, that we were legal az far as the
NMeutrality Act.

M. BALLEN: In fact, sir, youwr plan was to cupply arms to the
contra rebels.  Is that correct?

M. DUTTON: That’sicarrect.

MRE. BALLEN: Did you esver discuss the legality of the operation
with Col. MNorth?

ME. DUTTON: Nt in specific terms. I really didn’t fe=l that
I had to, once I had gone over the basics with General Secord. We
also discussed the Arms Export Contreol Act, the fact that no arms
came out of or transited the United States.

ME. BALLEN: How about with Col. North?) Did you ever discuss
any of those items with Col. North? !

MFR. DUTTON: Once I discussed it with General Secord, it was,
to me — Col. North was operating out of the NSC., And as far as I
understood, he was working at the, working for the President, and I
had no need to question the legality of what we were doing. I just
took it as an assumption, that it was legal. |

ME. BALLEN: And sir, how were you paid during the course of
this special operation?

MRE. DUTTON: My contract with STTEI was a one-year contract, at
5,000 a month.

MF. BALLEN: And did you conduct other STT - Stanford
Technol ogy !
l

CONTINUED ON FPAGE B8-1
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! i
business, while running this air resupply operation? |
ME. DUTTOM: I did, but not as much as probably they would have
liked. ) '

MR, BALLEN: And did Colonel Morth ever mention to you whether
ar not you would receive any recognition for your work on the —-- on
this special operation —— resupplying the contras?

MR. DUTTON: In Sﬂptemher!after -~ what I considered we
became successful —— and I came back from my trip to Central
America, I met Colonel North out in owr office and he said at that
time, he said "you kEnow this has been a success, you’'ll never get a
medal for this, but some day the Fresident will shake your hand and
thant: youd"

ME. BALLEN: Now sirv, how did you understand Colonel North’s
remark at that point in time? How did you ——

ME. DUTTON: —— It didn't surprise me. It had happened before,
and Lo me that would have been sufficient. There wasn’t any pay to

be given or gotten for it. It was something that we were doing for
the boss.

M. BALLLEN: Colonel Dutton, when you first started working on
the air resupply operation, what csteps did you take? What did yoon
first do?

MRE. DUTTON: One of the first things I did was -— as I said ——
went down and looked at the organization and determined that in
fact, there wasn't an organization.

MR. BALLEN: Did you go to Central America to do that?
MRE. DUTTON: Yes I did.

MRE. BALLEN: And when was that?

ME. DUTTON: The 19th through the Z3rd of May.

ME. RALLEN: What was the purpose of this trip?

ME. DUTTON: You can't very well sit back in Washington and try
o criticize or reconstruct an organization. You have to go down and
put your eyes and your hands on it. I wanted to see the equipment.
It was —— I understond that the equipment was not operating very
well, that we were not getting aircraft in the air. There weres
problems in making contact with the forces we wvere soapposed o be
resupplying. I wanted to go down and see, for myself, exactly how
the operation was being run and —— and who was heing effective and

whio wasn’t. |
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MR. BALLEN: Sir, when you went down there, how many aircract
did the operation have?

MR. DUTTON: We had four.

ME. BALLEM: What kind?

MR. DUTTOM: We had one C-123, two C-77s, and one Maule.
M. BALLEN: And what kinds of planes are those?

MFR. DUTTON: The C£-123 is -~ it’s two recip engines, two jet
engines, about a 2,000 mile range, 10,000 pahnd payload. -7 is a
twin—engine recip and about a 5,000 pound payload, maybe 8 or 300
mile range.

ME. ' What is recip?

MFE. DUTTON: Oh, reciprocating engine as opposed to a jet
engine —— propeller aircraft —— The Maule was a single-engine,
propeller—driven, and it was sort of our taxi when we needed o get
out to the forwvard operating bases rather tham flying one of the
large aircraft, we would fly it.

ME. BALLEN: Now sir, did you have — did you ohserve a
war ehouse that belonged to the operation at that time?

ME. DUTTON: Yes I did, we had. one at our maip operating basze.

ME. BALLEN: What did the warehouse contain®? !

ME. DUTTON: When I first went down thero, we had parachute
rigging, uniforms, and an assortment of munitions.

MR, ZALLEN:  What kind of munitions?

. Du : Jo hac ight machine—guns, some rifles, ammunition
ME. DUTTON Wa2 had light ¥ ] ’ fles, an ti
o oeach. YWe had mortars, grénades, some D-¢ which is a actinc
f h. Ye had t y arénades, =4, wi b lagt
explosive.
!

ME. DUTTOMN: Sir, did you have an airstrip as a forward

operating base for the Southern Forces?

M. DUTTON:  Yes we did., We had buillt one up on the Northwest
Coast of one of the neighboring countries.

MF. EALLEM: And who did you learn had ordered the construction
of the airztrip?

M. DUTTOM: It was my unawratanding that Geneval Secord and
Colonel NMorth had ordered the constroaction.,

MR. BALLEN: How do you know that?
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ME. DUTTON: They told me.

ME, DALLEN: Vas the approval of the host government
obtained, where the airstrip was located?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9-1
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MRE. DUTTOM: Noat only the host government.  Put o at this
particular time, ac I recall, there were eldctions coming up, and
there was a just that there would be -— and, in fact, there was »
change of government. And the understanding I was given waz that
that was not going &0 be a problem in that the opposition government
was also aware that we had the base up there. And, asz a mattoer of
fact, they had their own national guard guarding the base for us.

S0 it wasn't any secret to then. g

MR, BALLEN: PMow, sir, who had told you about the permission
being obtained?

MR. DUTTON: fien. Secord and Col. North.,
MRE. BALLEN: Riath?

MR. DUTTON: Yes. !

|
MR. BALLEN: Did you ever travel to that airstrip, sir?

ME. DUTTON: Ves, T did, on tws occasions,
ME. BALLEN: And did you ever observe anyone protecting it?

ME. DUTTOM: ¥Yes. 1 saw the national guard troops out on the
perimeter. They were in mobile — mobile (stand™).

ME. RBALLEN: Gir, you say "national guard froops."  Wers thease
regular saldiers from the army of the cohntry involved?

ME. DUTTOM: A= T undervstand it, the country involved dosmsntt
have a standing army. Their national guard is their army. aAnd i%
was my understanding that they were soldiers from that national
guard. ‘

MRE. BALLEN: Sirv, when had the resupply operation begun, to
your knowledge?

MF. DUTTON: In discuszions with Mr. Sadd, I was able to
determine that it probably had gone back to the January-February
timeframe.

MR. BALLEM: How many successful air—-drops to the contra forces
had been made by May 1st?

MR. DUTTON: In the north, there was guite a bit of business
going on flying from owr forward-operating baoe that the FRMN masned
out to their forward-operating bases. But these were all - these
were not inside Nicaragua. So there were a number ~f thoge
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miszions. There were a few missions that I onderstocd had gone into
Nicaragua to make some resuppliss to the northern troops.  Our
aperabion had not made any successful drops to the soubthern foroe.
;AL one particular desperate point, T understand that Southern Alr

C Transport to fly a mission out of Sur forward-operating base Yo make
a resupply drop to the south. ' So, to my knowledge, that?’s the only
ane that had taken place.

ME. BALLEN: Could you explain to the Committee, please, sir,
what the difference was between the FDN in the north and the
southern forces that you were referring to, and what purpose your
organization had vis—-a-vis both those groups™

ME. DUTTON: In my view, they were two separate forces. The
FDN was by far the largest and the hest organized. It was alsa
taking the majority of the heat from the Sandinistas. In ordoer to
get some of that heat off them, and in order to expand the
revolution, there were a number of commandantes that had started
developing what we called the southern force or the southern front.,
There seemed to be some resistance between the FDM and this southern
front., If the FDN could have controlled the southern commandantes,
they would have been willing to suppot them more —— and this was
told me by people that were working with them. The fact that they
did not have control of the southern front, they were somewhat
raeticient.

Therefore, we had procedured the munitions, Stored them in the
warehouse —— at ouwr warehouse, and were basically delivering them at
]
no cost to the southern front. ;
ME. BALLEN: How many men were in the gouthern fremt at thiao
time, that you know of?

MR, DUTTON: Tt was about two thousand to 2009, But Col. Morth
had told me it was growing at a rapid rate —— on the order of 130
men a day. 1

ME. BALLEN: Uho commanded the FDN in the north?

ME. DUTTOM: Well, I met -—-——

ME. BALLEN: Uho was in charge?

MR. DUTTOM: There waez Col. Gome: and Col. Roermudez.

MFE. BALLEN: And who was the director, to your knawlgdge?

ME. DUTTON: Adcol fo Calero.

ME. BALLEM: Mow, siv, while you made your trip in May o
Central America, did you meet three crew mesbhors oho wers from Oroeast
Britain?
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ME. DUTTON: Yes, I did.

MRE. BALLEN: Why were they there? |
ME. DUTTON: The initial plan had been that we would hire -— or

that the Brits would be hird to fly the missions that would have o
actually go inside Nicaragua. We did not want to have to expose
Americans to those kind of flights. So we had hired two pilots and
a load-master to fly those missions.,

ME. BALLEN: Whose plan was this?
ME. DUTTON: Gen. Secord and Col. North’s=,
MRE. BALLEN: Did they explain it teo you?

MFE. DUTTOM: Yes.

ME. BEALLEN:  And do you know who they paid for the Britain

i

ME. DUITTORN: I understand it was a Mr, David Walker.
t
MR, DUITTOM:  Sir, Lhe problem —— did theoe Britisch crews fly
into —- inside Micaragua, as per the original plan?

e DUTTONM: Mo, thoy did. Once we gob them on board, 1 flew
with one of them. Woe thought we were flying highly experienced
airlift pilots. And it turned out, the one wiht the most flying
time was a helicoptery pilot, and the other one did not have the
exparience that we requirved. And they just - they didn’t work oug
operationally, and then they had some praoblems with the lowcal
general,

CONTINUED ON FAGE 10-1
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and were asbed to leave.

M. BALLEN: MNow sirv, because of the problems you were haviog
with the British crew, did there come a time by mid-TJune that Col,
North authorized missions by American—manned orews inside of
Nicaragua™

MR. DUTTON: Yes, in June.
ME. BALLEN: And what did Col. North say to that effect?

MRE. DUTTON: “Ue've got a southern force that is desperately in
necd of support. The idea of using the British crews has nol worked
out. We’ll fly our own missions.™

Tm—

MF. BALLEN: Now sir, during this same period of time, in June,

was any additional construction needed at the main operating base?

MR, DUTTON: Yes, it was.

MRE. BALLEN: Uhat was it7?

MFE. DUTTON: Right after my first trip% a load of munitions had
YARY

been delivered. I departed on the 23rd. M nderstanding now 15
the load arrived on the 24%h.
Ay

4

MR. BALLEN: Do you know where the load arrvrived from?

MR. DUTTON: My understanding is it came from Portugal.
1
ME. BALLEN: I'm sorry, go ahead about consbtruction.,

MRE. DUTTONz With the addition of the new munitions, the
wvarehouse was absolutely full. We had tried to jom some of oy
apare parts to take care of the aircraft into the warehouse.  With
the munitions, it became impossible. So therefore veo asked Lhe
local commander, if we would pay for it, if he could assist us in
adding an additicn onto the warehouse whereby we could develop a
maintenance facility for the aircraft, store ouwr own spare parta,
keep them in out of the weather.

MR. BALLEN: Who had approved the construction back in the
United States?

MRE. DUTTON: On oury side?

ME. BALLEM: Yes.

1

MR, DUTTON: Col. Nerth and General Secovd.

|
ME. BALLEN: Now sir, when did you roturn from your fivst visit
to Central America?

MR. DUTTON: T returned on the 250rvd of May.
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ME. BALLEN: After you returned —— I beliove you mentioned this
before —— but what, if anything, happened to the situation with
respect to the southern front, the scldiers fighting there?

ME. DUTTON: As I mentioned, Col. North said that the force was
growing in size, which sounds good except that they were having a
terrible problem with mountain leprosy. They didn’t have lthe
weapons to give the troops that were coming on board.  They didn't
have uniforms for them., S0 it became a desperate situation to
aither get them resupplied or lose them.

ME. DPALLEN: Mow sirv, how did Col. Morth bocome aware of the
needs of the southern forces inside Micaragua, these contra forces?
How did Col. North become aware of that need that they were having
and their growing volumes?

ME. DUTTON: The contact we had for jthe southern force was what
turned oult later to be theo chief of station, CIA, for that country.
I only krew him as Joe. e transmitted a2 number of meseages, both
to Col. North and to Raphael Quintero, who was working with mo, and
FEaphael would then retransmit the messages on to me.  And one of
them was a very desperate plea for help; in fact, claiming that we
were playing with their lives, I mean, this is the way that the
troops feli, when, in fact, we were flying down there trying ta
find them to make drops to them, and we Jjust couldn®™t find them at
night. :

ME. DALLEN: PMow sir, at this time I would -—— do you have an
exhibit book before you, the exhibits in this matter?

ME. DUTTON: VYes, I do.

ME. BALLEN: Col. Dutbton, I'd lile you to turn to, if you will,
Exhibits two and three.

(Fause.)

CONTINUED ON FAGE 11-1
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Mz, DUTTON: Yes, I have them.

4

MF. BALLEN: VYou have them before you?

MRE. DUTTON: VYes, I do.

MR. BALLEN: Do you recognize Exhibit Teo?

MR. DUTTON: Yes, I do. It's a series of EL-12 messages.

MR. DRALLEN: And who's handwriting is that, sir?
H
MR. DUTTON: It’s mine. !

M. BALLEN: And how did these EL-43 messages -ome about to be
hand—written by you?

Miz. DUTTON: © When we started the operation, we did not have a
printer for the KL-432, and when I would either deceive or send a
message, while I could have it loaded in the machine and 1 could
read it off of there, if I was going to save it, 1 had to hand write
it.

MRE. BALLEN: Very good.  And did you save the HEL-43 messages,
or most of them, that you had transmitted (inaudible) the
operation?

|

MR, DUTTON: If there was something in there that I felt that I
might need later, if thern had been either policy guidance or if
there had been a statement of the situation that I wanted to bhe able
to recall, T would keep it.  There vere a number of messagqges,
though, where I wonld send the message and the response may be a
clear answer over the telephone that <ays, yo»u bEnow, referenco your
second sentence, no.

ME. EALLEN: Did you turn over the EL-43 messages, the
transcriptions thereof that you saved, to the Committee?

M., DPUTTON: Yes I did, all of theml

ME. BEALLEN: NMow Colonel Dutton, I7d like to refer you to the
bottom of the second page on this message. And ask you if that
reproecents a EL-43 message, and ask you the date and who it’= from
and who it’s to. ‘

M, DUTTON: It’*s a me2ssage from me to - - and it says "To Max.,”
Thig is Max Gomes or Feli: Podriguesz.  And thon retransmitted to
Falph, wvho is Fafarl Quintorn.  The date was the 17th of June. And
the mescoage says, “Goed adviges Joo anable o determine exact
location of the troops.”

MR, DALLEN:  Eiv, whe is Good and who i= Joe?



FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE 202-347-1400
NEWS IFMOR THE NEWS MEDIA

IRAN--CONTRA HEARINGS 11-2
05/27/87 - A.M.

MRE. DUTTON: Okay. Joe was chief of station, CIA, for one of
the neighboring countries.

ME. BALLEN: Who is Good?

MR, DUTTON: That?'s Uolonel North,
]
ME. BALLEN: Was that his code name? -

ME. DUTTON: That's corvect.
M. BALLEN: I'm sorvy. Proceed.

MR. DUTTON: “"Therefore, tomorrow fly in support of the
northern forces. We will fly the southern missions when we get the
Number OnTERe C-7 operating or! use Number Two later in the week."

ME. EALLEN: that does the bottom of the message there say?
"Notes from OGood" —— 1 take it that?’s Colonel Morth?

MR. DUTTON: That's correct.
MR. BALLENM: What did Colonel North advise you of there?

M. DUTTON: The UNO forces had a DC—4 and a DC-&, and
evidently they were having some maintenance ——

M. BALLEN: Who’s UNO?

MR. DUTTON: UND was the attempt at putting together all of the
FDN, the southern force, under one umbrella, which would have been-—-
which was called "UND" —-— United Nicaraguan Opposition, but "UNOY
means "one" in Sparish.

M. BALLEN: I'm sorrvry sir. Go ahead. What did the rest of
the message —— what instructions did you receive from Colonel North?

MRE. DUTTON: There ware two things in this particular message.
One was, he wanted me to ask —— and 1 belidve in this case, it's
Bill Cooper, if ow maintenance people could help the UND folks try
and fix their two aircraft.

ME. BALLEN: UWhat else did ask you to do?

ME. DUTTON: The forward operating base that you referred to
hefore, that was in a neighboring country, we called that "the
plantation.” And he wanted to bnow 1f there was any chance of us
getting per forated steel plank to put down on this dirt strip runway
that we had., We had run into a praoblem of subterranean water, it
was going under the runway. And on rme of o omiasions, My, Dooper
had landed there and the aircraft had actually sunk into the runway.
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MR. BALLEN: And did Colonel North ask you to do anything else
in that message?

MR. DUTTON: He asked a question, and that is;, "Do we need to
buy another aircraft in order to support the, southern operations?”
And this was the first time it was mentianedi And it was a gndsend
as far as I was concerned, because it was critical that we —— the
122 was the only aircraft that could make that long a mission with a
load big encugh to do any good. And to have one of them, you were

CONTINUED ON FAGE 12-1
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always at the risk of losing the mission for maintenance, or for
anything. %o, finally they had made the offer that we might get a
second aircraft.

ME. BALLEN: And sir, referving to exhibit number 3, do you
recognize that document™ Is that ancther EL-42 message?

M. DUTTON: VYes, it is.
1

ME. BALLEN: And from whom is to, and to vhom is it divected?
MF. DUTTON: It is from me and it is to Colonel North.

MRE. BALLEN: And what’s the date on it?

ME. DUTTON: The 18th of June, 1986.

MR, BALLEN: And directing your attention to the last sentence
in the KL-42 message, "1 have Bill working jet engine plus looking
for another TOWC?Y"  What does that eean, Colonel Dutton?

ME., DUTTON: Okay, we're on a different Rill now. This is Mr.
Bill Langton(?), the FPresident of Southern Air Transport. And Mr,
Langton was brokering for us as far as — he is an aircraft broker
and he could go out and search the country for another C-1232 for us.
Flus, he was able to go ocut and procure spare parfs. And in this
case, we had torn up one jet engine in an accident and not only did
I want to get that one replaced, but I'd convinced General Secord
and Colonel North that we ought to have a spare jet engine standing
by. S0 he was going to help us get those two items.

MR. BALLEN: Now, sir, you communicatdéd that to Colonel North
the day after he asked you to start looking for ancther aircraft, is
that correct?

MR. DUTTON: That's right, I wasn’t going to let him off the
hook.

MR. BALLEN: By the end of June, were any successful missions
flown to the Southern forces?

ME. DUTTON: UWe did fly one successful mission to the South.
MR. BALLEN: How did that mis=z=ion come chout?

MRE. DUTTON: As I stated, we'd had an accident with a ©- 122 and
we'd actually finally had to return it to the United Statec to get
some major repairs done on it. Therefore, we woro left oith only

the two C~7s. We arranged to have — arranged a ©-7 misdion that —-

MR, TALLTN: Ts that a smaller aiveraft than the 1237
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MRE. DUTTON: Yes, and limited range. |

MR. BALLEN: Okay, I'm sorry. Go ahead. What did you arrange
with respect to the C-7 aircraft?

M. DUTTON: In order to make the flight down, get to the drop
zone, with any kind of load that would have done the people any

good, we had to make arrangements to have some ‘sort of —— a
refueling stop some where in arder for the aircraft to return back
home. So we made arrangements with the neighboring country that —-

where Joe was the Chief of Station, and he and the Mil(?) Group
commander in that country made arrangements for after the airdrop
for us to land at their international airport and refuel. They
arranged for our flight plan to return to our main operating base,.

ME. BALLEN: And when you séy, "Mil Group Commander”, what is a
"Mil Group Commander™? |

MRE. DUTTON: That’s the United States Military Group. In
each of these countires as —— well, in each of the countries there
was a military group that would work with the local military forces
and be the United Statec US military representative in that country
working with the ambassador.

ME. BALLEN: Who made 'the arrangements for the ©-7 to refucsl
wilh the ZIA chief of Station and with the Military Group commander?

ME. DUTTOM: I'm not sure I understand the question,

ME. BALLEN: Uell, whio was it here in the United States Lhat
obtained the permizsion of those individuals, who in turn ocbtained
poermission of the local country for this refuel —— I assume theat
rafueling couldn’t happen without permission at the international
airport?

ME. DUTTON: That is correct.

MR. BALLEN: You couldn®™t just land a plane out of anywhere?

MR. DUTTON: N,

MRE. DALLEN: How did -— how was that permission obtained, to
your knowledge, sir?

M. DUTTON: - To my knowledge Colonel North made the
arrangements with the Mil Group commander and the Chief of Station.

ME. BALLEN: Now, sir, was that mission carvied out with the

M. DUTTON: Yes, it was. And it was suacceszful,
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MR, BALLEN: How many missions in July and August ——
successful missions —— were you able to conduct inside of
Nicaragua to the southern forces? 1 take it you testified earlier
the southern force was youwr main concern in terms of getting
armaments and supplies to them?

ME. DUTTON: Yes, they were our primary concern. ke continued
to help the north on a regular basis, mostly with the C-7s.  But our
—— the critical part of the operation was getting the southern force
to be a viable force.

M. BALLEN: HNow, how many successful operations were you able
o conduct in the southern forces in July and August, to your
knowl edge?

ME. DUTTON: To my knowledge we only had one.

+

MFE. BALLEN: Why was that?

CONTINUED ON 13-1
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MRE. DUTTON: Why were we suscessful, or why did we fail?

MR. BALLEN: Well, why ——- why didn’t you have more? Let me ash
you that one.

MR. DUTTON: Our successful pission was a repeat of the ©-7
mission. And —- !
!

MR. BALLEN: That was a refueling, that again, Col. North
obtained permission for?

ME. DUTTON: That’s correct. For the C-1238 missions, we flew a
number of missions. We would make arrvangements with Joe to contact
the force that we were to drop to. We would get instructions back
that they would have threo bonfires; in some cases they would even
give us a pattern that they were going o be laid cut in. Wo had
radia frequencies that we were going to be able to talk to the
ground force, and if we happened to be atlittle bit off, they could
talk us right over their heads.

These were all condusted as night missions. We would fly them
- and thase, by the way, are long missions. We're talking
seven—hour missions, six— and seven-hour missions. We'd get down
into the drop zone area, there would be no fires. They would fly
all over the area, %rying to make radio contact.  There would be no
radiao contact.  And it would have been rather wasteful just to throw
the load aut inte a triple canopy jungle. So, we hrought the load
home.

ME. EBALLEN: And sir, you mentioned earlier that you wvere
having, you were looking for another C-123 aircraft, and that you
were having —- the other C~123 aircraft was involved in an accident.
Did you seek to get that -— was that one of the reasons that you
were having problems delivering to the southern forces, because of
the disability of the C-123 that you had?

MR. DUTTON: That was part of ocur problem. We had maintenance
problems with the aircraft. But when youtve anly got one, that is
going to be part it. Another part was, we were unable to get
weather information, which we felt was critical, that was of any use
to us. When we would take off, when you got down to the area,
you've got whatever you've got. There was nobody that could or
would acurately predict —— what the weather would be. He went to
the local CIA people, and to the lTocal MiIl Group, to try and get
assistance on that. There were some efforts, but we were nevor
successful at getting true, good intelligence, and good weather
information.



Additionally, we had trowuble being able to continue getting in,

and on and off the base, just to do our work --
MR. BALLEN: Why was that? '
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MF. DUTTON: In the message that I read before, we referred to
Max Gomez or Felix REodriguez. It was a very touchy situation,

working with the locals in Central America. UWe were truly guests aon

this airbase. And if anything happened that for one reason or
another made the commander or any of the people unhappy, they’d
simply lock the gate. And we couldn’t get to the aircraft. This
happened a number of times. And, for a varied number of reasons.
One of them, we understood later that some of their military aid
had been -~ the decision had bheen made to transfer it to another
Central American country. We didn’t have much to do with that, but
the end result was we got locked out of the base.

ME. BALLEN: When you got locked out of the base, you couldn’t
perform any missions?

M. DUTTON: We couldn’t get to the aircraft. We couldn’t do
anything. We couldn’t work on it —-

i
MRE. BALLEN: You mentioned —— I'm sorry —— you mentioned Max
Gomez or Felix Rodriguez. Who was —— what is his name, and who is
he?

ME. DUTTON: I knew him as Max Gome=z. I found cut later that,
I guess, his real name is Felix Rodriguez. I met him on my first

'trip down there. He had been sent down, I underktand, to work with

the local military. In the process of doing that, he had formed a
very close relationship with the local commanding general. At the
beginning, I thought that was going to be very beneficial.
Unfortunately, Max was determined that he was going to be more of
this operation than what we had planned. And -—-

MRE. BALLEN: And when you say "we," who was "we"?

!
ME. DUTTON: Colonel North, General Secord, and myseﬁf.
MR. BALLEN: Sir —— I'm sorry —-—

MRE. DUTTON: We had hoped to use Max as a liaison officer, to
assist us in accomplishing the mission. He turned out to be
somewhat of a detriment. In fact, he turned out to be a detriment.

ME. RALLEN: Colone]l Putton, at this time I7d like you to turn
to Fxhibit 1, in the bhool hefore you. tFause, pages turning.?
Again,

CONTINUED ON FAGE 14--1
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I'd like to ask you if you recognize the document.

ME. DUTTON: Yes, I do.

MR. BALLEN: How do you recognize it?

MR. DUTTON: It is a -~ it was initially written out as an
after action report from my second trip to Central America,

MF. EALLEN: When did you make that second trip to Central
America?

MF. DUTTON: The fifth to the eighth of June, and I

subsequently put this in a KL-43 message and sent it as an after
action repovt.,

MRE. BALLEN: And who did you send the EL-13 message to?

ME. DUTTON: A T recall, I sent it to Col. Norbth, I don't
know if General Becord was in-country at the time.

ME. BALLEN: Mow sir, wHal did you tell Col. Morth in this
FL-12 message? And I direct your attention to the bottom of the
first page of the message. This would be arocund the eighth of June,
is that correct? Nineteon eighty-six?

ME. DUTTON: That's correct. It was right after I got back,
MR. BALLEN: What did you tell Col. North?

MR. DUTTON: I told him that I had discussed the reasrganization
with Cooper, REamon (?) and Max. I said Max is the only prablem. e
did not get an understanding of the concept, which means he didn't
understand how we were reorganizing, whether I didn’t explain it
correctly. But he then had gone to inform Col. Steele and possibly
athers of this rearganization, and he had the ztory all wrong.

ME. BALLEM: Who was Col. Steele, Col. Dutton?
M. DUTTON: Col. Steele was the commander of the military
group in our Central American country where we had the main

operating base.

MR. BALLEN: I'm sorry, what els= did you inform Tol. NMorthoof
in this KL-42 message? i

MF. DUTTON: Said that "I was informed that Maxf —= arud Lhen



== "has been made a deputy to Steele by Steele for this project.  He
has Steele’s KL-43, He has a military group car. He has State
Department mobile radio. And he now wants a $10,000 emergency fund

* that he will control. He also wants partial control of our fuel
fund, which is currently approximately $£50,000.%

{ of the air force of this Central American country, end parentheses

-
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MR. BALLEN: Let me stop you there. What is the fuel fund?
What is meant by that?

ME. DUTTON: In order to facilitate getting our aircraft in and
out of the main operating base and get the refuelings done, we would
take cash down and give it to the host air forcoce. They established
a fund that if we tocok, for example, in this case, if there was
$50,000 in there, then we would just ——- after landing, they'd come
out, refuel the aircraft; they'd give us a ticket receipt of how
much had been put in, at what price, and then they would deduct that
from our account. And we’d just refer to that as the fuel fund.

i

MR. BALLEN: Now sir, you mentioned in your KL-42 message that
Max wanted to control ——- wanted an emergency fund of $10,000 and
wanted to control the fuel fund., Why was that o problem that you
were writing to, in the KL-43, to Col., Noarth?

ME. DUTTON: As I said, in all of my training in special
operations, the idea of slush funds, emergency funds, to me read
uncantrolled funds. And if you’ve got uncontrolléed funds, you're
going to end up with problems. And I had no intention of turning
$10,000 over to a man that I didn’t know that well and hadn’t worled
with, I wouldn't do it with Mr. Cooper. Mr, Cooper had set up a
pilot fund where the pilots could carry cash with them when they
went on missions. And I had him pull all that money back and put it
in the fuel fund.

I said there wasn’t a tingle emergency they could have had that
the amount of cash they were carrying could have gotten theh out of.
I mean, if they’d had to land in another Central American country,
can you imagine them saying, “Here, I've got %7,000 of cash. Would
you put fuel in my airplane? I don’t think we'd ever heard from
them again. Bn if ynu have an emergency like that, there’s only one
way we’lre going to get out of it, and that'’s get hold of the TIA and
State Department, and we’ll have to get them oot that way. So here
I had somebody coming after me saying —— and the red flag went up ——
said, "I want an emergency fund." And I said, "Moo way." And it
bothered me that the guy would come to me and ask for that and start
bargaining for that; and then also to have control of the fuel fund,
again, I saw us losing control of one of the most critical portions
of the cperation, and that’s the money.

M. BALLEN: Now did Col. North subzequently mabke a request to
you regarding Max Gomes or Folix Rodrigues?

ME. DUTTON:  Yeo, a 1ittle later in the month he acbed that T
have Max come uvup to Hashington; that he had —— he, Col. North - had
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thought it was time that we sit down and talk to Max about that,
possibly because of Max'’s other connections within the United States
. government, which he flaunted. Possibly if Col. Morth talked to hin
in his office, in the 0ld Executive Office Building, that that would
“impress him enough that we could get him to stay aff the air.
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MR. BALLEN: Did that meeting take place in Col. North's
aoffice? l

MR. DUTTON: Yes, it did.

MR. BALLEN: And when, to your besl recollection, did that

ooour T |
MRE. DUTTON: I believe that was on the Z8th of June.
ME. BALLEN: Who was present in Lthe meeling?
MF. DRDUTTON: Col. North, Max, and myself.
MR. BALLEN: What did Col. NMorth say to Max or Felix Rodriguez?
ME. DUTTON: Col. North told him that he understand that he was

zaluable ags a liaison with the host military, but that he was very

concerned about Max’s lack of what we call “"com sec," or

communications security. And he told that he had NSA intercepts
that had Max on the phone talking about our operation with
unauthorized people.

MRE. BALLEN: Did Cnl. North have access to MSA intercepts?

MR, DUTTON: Oh, I would have no doubt of that.,  VYou know, e
had NSA gear, we had —— 1 think he was in contact with them on a
regul ar basis.

MRE. BALLEN: And "NSA" is what, =ir?

MRE. DUTTON: nMational Security Agency.

MR. BALLEN: Now, sir, how did Rodrigupz respond?

}

MR. DUTTON: He didn’t believe him. He didn’t believe that
Col. North had the intercepts.

MR, BALLENM: And what, if anything, did CTol. Math decide would
be Rodriguez's position in the organization, at this meeting?

!
M. DUTTON: We wanted him -- we were going to have to keep him
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office. The fear amongst all of the people that were aware of that
relationship was that, if Max went, we wvent, and that they woulrsl
Just throw us off the base and say, "You’re not welcome here any
more. "  Goowe set him up as what we call "the host liaison officer,”
where he would act as a go-between between Rill Cooper, who wan by

then the manager down south, and the embassy and the local
government officials and local military officials.,
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MR. BALLEN: And how did Mr. Fodriguez respond to that

designation by Col. North of his position?
i

ME. DUTTON: He didn't like it. It wasn’t —— he didn’t want to

work for anybody. He wanted to manage the operation.

MRE. BALLEN: And what happened after the meeting? UWhere did
you go?

MRE. DUTTON: I went with Max downstairs intg the Vice
President’s office suite, and went back into one of the back
offices. And I met who I understoond was Don fregg, =aid hello. 1
walked back out in the outer office and sat down.  They closed the
door, and he and Max had about a ten- or fifteen-minute meeting.
Max came out, and we left.

MR. BALLEM: Sir, as part of your duties managing this.whole

air resupply operation, did you ever attempt - ybu talked about
organization —— did you ever attempt to reorganize it, anq drawv up a

plan to that effet?

ME. DUTTON: If there had been an organization, I would have
called what we did a rvreorganization. But what we did was, we --
yes, we did a reorganization which we gave to a name to the
operation. And 1 drew up the recrganization plan.

ME. EALLEN: Col. Dutton, at this time, I'd like to direct your
attention to Exhibit 14,

CONTIMUED ON FAGE '16-1
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ME. DUTTON: I have it.
MR. BALLEN: Do you recognize this document?
MR. DUTTON: Yes I do. It's ~— it is the reorganization plan.

ME. EALLEN: And is this the reorganization plan that you
drafted? ‘

ME. DUTTON: Yes, the first portion of it is the recrganization
plan; it has some additions to it.

MRE. RALLEN: And when you say "the first portion,"” what are you
referring to, which pages™?

MR. DUTTON: Fram the cover sheet back through pége SEVEN Wwas
the initial reorganization plan.

M. BALLEN: And when did you draft that?

MR. DUTTON: This was ~— I started writing it, actually, in
May, right after I came back from the first trip, when I realized,
at least, what all the parte of the organization were. I finished
it just before my second trip down there, and took a copy of it dowun
and gave it to Mr. Cooper. .

MR. BALLEN: Now, sir, the page eight through page fourteen,
dated 21 July, '86 -—

MRE. DUTTON: Yes sir.
MR. BALLEN: UWhen did you draft that?

M., DUTTON: Probably during the latter part of June and
through July until the date it was dated.

MRE. BALLEN: Okay, and what does that represent: pages eight
through fourteen? !

ME. DUTTON: Starting in, T guess, by the end of June, Colonel
NMovith was convinoed that, in fact, the money was going to be volbed
by Congress, so that the —-



ME. BALLEM: Monesy for who?

MR. DUTTON: -~ so that the %100 million, so that the CIA could
step back in and talke nver the operation. I'm sure if at thiz time
discussions had taken place, but during this time there had been
discussions with the CIA about —— wvhat about the operation that is
currently ongoing down there. The feeling at that point, and I
really don’t blame them, was that it was a tainted operation; it was
unsuccessfull. The aircraft looked terrible. It wasn't something
that was very attractive.
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In order to put a frame around what the operation was we
added the last —— I guess there's last six pages —— which basically
outline what the operation was made up of, what the assets were,
vhere they were, how much they were worth, in order to be able to
give Colonel North one plan that says, "Here's the southern
operation. Here, Mr. CIA Director, if you want it it?’s there for
you. " So we went through and did total up all of our assets, the
recurring costs, went through an inventory of the warehouse to
outline exactly how much of everything we had.

MR. BALLEM: 8ir, what was the total value that you had come up
with?
‘ !
ME. DUTTON: As I recall it was around %4 million, bﬁt let me

—— $4.89 million.

ME. BALLEN: And the —— so the purpose of this plan, the
recorganization plan —— how did the —— what was the purpose of the
intial reorganization plan, not the last six pages, but the initial
one you drafted in May and early June, before tall of additional
funding by Congress for the contras™

i

M. DUTTDN: The initial veorganization plan had a couples of
purposes. The first one was that it allowed us to outline in one
document exactly what the basically operhting locations were and who
the key poople were, and what their responsibilities were. Tt also
gave the wiring diagram, so that people could understand who was in
charge, and who —-— each guy could look and see who it was that he
worked for,

At the very beginning of the plan there was a general
statement. It says: "Due to recent changes in operational
requirements and increased tasking, the - gquote, 'henefactor
company® ond gquote - here and after referred to as DO Washington,

CONTINUED OM 17-1
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has taken more divrect control of Project Democracy and its
supporting elements.

ME. BALLEN: Sir, who supplied the term "Project Democracy” to
this plan?

ME. DUTTON: That was added. I wote the initial draft, and it
was —- Gen. Secord took it to Col,. North. And when I got it back,
the term "Froject Democracy” was written in.

MR. BALLEN: Whose, term was that?

MRE. DUTTON: I understand it was Col. North’s term.

MR. BALLEN: Now, referring to the page 14 of the document,
this is in the last six pages, which you just testified the purpose
was to submit —— for Col. North to submit to the CIA?

M. DUTTON: That’s correct.

MR. BALLEN: Now, sir, who furnished yku with the options on
page 147

ME. DUTTON: Hen. Secord.

ME. BALLEN: And the first option —— smale of the eontire
operation and assets, wherein the CIA takes over, was that an option
that Gen. Secord had furnished to you? ‘

MR. DUTTON: That’'=s correct, along with the notes.

MR. BALLEN: And the note —— what does the note =ay, sir? Noto
One, I take it.

MR. DUTTON: Yes. Well, going on with the initia)l option, it

¥
=aid, "tabes conbtryal of Lhe entivd operation, plug aoeoote wede b !

spproximately $4 million. The price would be negﬁtiated{at DM
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level below $4 million.” In Note One, we said, "WUe prefer Option
One with the proceeds from the sale going back into a fund for
continued similar operations.”

ME., EBALLEM: And what was meant by the procceds going back —-
what kind of fund? Was this a fund that would be under Col. North’s
direction, or whose direction®?

ME. DUTTON: My understanding is, the assets were bought out of
a fund, and wherever that money came out of, that’s where the money
was going to go back to be able to conduct other special operations.

MRE. BALLEN: Now, sir, did you show this plan to anyone, after
you drafted it?
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MF:. DUTTON: Yes, I showed it to Gen. Secord and Col. North,

MR. BALLEN: Did Gen. Secord and Col. North approve this plan,
as you had drafted it? '

MR. DUTTON: Yes. It was my understanding it was approved.

MR. BALLENM: And you mentioned that Col. North made the change
to Froject Democracy —— he had added that. Did he make any other
changes to the plan, as presented to him?

ME. DUTTON: I don’t recall any.

MR. BALLEM: HNow did Col. North ever say whether, in fact, he
had discussed the plan to se)ll the ascetd to the CIA with pecople
from the CIA7?

MR. DUTTOM: As far a3 a specific discussion, I don’t recall
him saying that, "0On Wednesday, I talked with somebody about this.®
It was an ongoing disbussion of what was going to happen with our
organization whe the CIA came in to take over. The indication I had
was that there had been a number of discussions about what woas going
to happen when the takeover took place,

MR. BALLEN: And Col, North conducted these discussions with
CIA peoplo?

MRE. DUTTON: That’s correct.

MRE. BALLEM: HNow the options that are mentioned on this plan
were the sale of the assets. Were these assets to be sold at any
kind of a profit?

ME. NUTTOM: Mo, we had them valued at 4.00889, 1 belisve., And
I think the note says - or, excuse me, the option said price would
be negotiated some level below four millieon.



>

fund that had been established ™ 4HWPspet

ME. DUTTON: To me, my understanding was, it was a fund from
which the money had come to procure the assets in the first place.

MF. BALLEN: Now did Gen. Secord and Col. NMorth ever discuss
with you any other options on how to dispose of these assets?

MR. DUTTON: Yes. We discussed —— actaully we discussed a
number of options, One, of course, was one that we may not have had
any control over, and that's if the CIA came in and said, "Get out
of town.,  You know, we don’t want you, and you figure out what you
want to do with your assets on your own.” The other one was that
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the assets would be given to the CIA, that they could come in and
Just take over the assets in place and keep the operation going as
it was.

M. BALLEN: At the time you drafted these documents, the
options that you were given were the options that are reflected in
the document?

MR. DUTTON: That’s correct.

MR. BALLEN: Now, sir, did Felix Rodrigue:r or Max Gomez ever
express an opinion to you on who the assets of this operation should
be transferred to?

MR. DUTTON: They didn’t so much discusd who they should bhe
transferred to as he said that they already Belonged to the contras.

MR. BALLEN: And when did he say that?

MR. DUTTON: Oh, this was starting back, I'd say, as early as
June.
!
MR. BALLEN: And what was Gen. Secord’s view as to who the
assets belonged to?

MR. DUTTON: Gen. Secord’s view was that the assets belonged to
a private corporation.  They were being used to aid the contras,

MF. BALLEN: And what wag Col., North's view on that?

MFE. DUTTON: He agreed with Gen. Seord, ! |

MR, BALLEN: And did Col. North gxpress an opinion on who the
assnta should be trensfervred to — to the contras directly or 4o the
claz?

MRE. DUTTON: His feeling was that —— my understanding of his

.. - £ 3 3 . 8. o e s 2 = om r i % T A



s

Tezling wads That the assets diauld g Lo ThHe iy, 1T, 1IN fdall, W
woere going to be able to continue supporvting the southaern front.

If the assels were given Lo the FDN and they Look total control of
them, their interest was vspporting the northern front.,  And we were
afraid that the southern front! woudl have been

COMTINUED ON FGAE 18-1

FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE 202-347-1400
NEWS FOR THE NEWS MEDIA

NNNN |
LEOF  <<FNOO> > !
NNNN

IRAN-CONTRA HEARINGS 18-1 C10:15)
05/27/87 - A.M. 17412

left to fend for themselves. !

MR. BALLEN: Now sir, when Felix Rodriguez ewpressed the
opinion that the assets belonged to the contras, was that to the FDN
or was that to the southern front?

MRE. DUTTON: That would have been to the FDM.

MR. PALLEN: Did the FDN have pilots equipped to run the planes
that you had in Central America? ' |

MRE. DUTTON: Noo At one time, they approached us. Coloneld
BRermudez had asked if we might train some of their pilots. And we
said that in the C-7’s, we would be glad to do that., And they never .
came forward with a pilot for us to train, so we lost the
opportunity.

MR. BALLEM: Colonel Dutton, during your management of the air
resupply operation, how freguent was your contact with Colonel
Dliver Nonth?

!

ME. DUTTOM: T guess when we were hard ot it, and vhen he was
in the Hacshington area, it would be, if not every day, every othor
day.

M. BALLEN: And your contact with General Secord?

MF. DUTTON: If he was in Washington, it would be every day.

MR, RALLERM:  Did yon cvoy arvange for co-h o be deliverad to
Miver Horth at the White House?



MF. BALLEN:
MR. DUTTON:
MR. BALLEN:

MR. DUTTON:

- $16, 000,

Comer

ME. BALLLEN:
ahout™?

ME. DUTTON:

MR. BALLEN:

Pk R A e el D e R §

Do you recall when that was? !

I do not recall the date of it.

What would the —- how much cash was involved?

I found 2ut after the fact that it was, I believe
: | '

And what were the circumstances? How dqd this

Gaeneral Secord called the office and said that ~-

Spoke to you?
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ME. DUTTON:

He spole to me, and said that he wanted to get

Bill Olmataad an airline ticket to fly down to Miami and pick up a
package and bring it up to Colonel Morth, and asked that I have
Shirly Napier (77, our administrative assistant, get that taken care
He called later in the day and said he wazs unable to locate Mre.
tead, and therefore, Shirley should cancel the ticket.

of.
Olms

Secr

Shirley was standing there and made the comment that she could
fly on an airplane down to Miami and back as easy as anybody else,
and she’d be willing to do that. I mentioned that to General
Secord, and he said all right, fine., Let her go ahead and fly down
and pick up the package at Southern Air.

She went down, returned, and I don’t recall if it was that

-evening or if it was the next morning, she came in and told ame that
she had signed a hand receipt for %16,000 cash. And she had
delivered it to —— I believe to Fawn Hall, Tolonel Morth's

etary.

MR. BALLEM:

And did you ever have any diszcussions with borth

or General Secord afterwards as to the purpm%e of this cash being
delivered to Colonel North?

MR. DUTTON:

I can't recall a specific conversation, but I

think I remember that Colonel North wasn'™t pleased that we had wsed
ley, but that was General Secord’s call, and that’s wvhoat he had
to do, so we did it.

Shir
said

cash

ME. BALLEN:

MR. DUTTON:

!
But you never had discussed the purpose of the

No —
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ME. BALLEN: -~ with anyone?
ME. DUTTOM:  No.

MR. BALLEN: So you don®t bnow what —- why Colonel North was
receiving ——

M. DUTTON: Nop, I do not.

MR, BALLENM: Did there come a time in August o»f 1286 when you
met with Colonel James Steele in Washington?

MR. DUTTOM: VYes, in carly August.

MF. BALLEN: Now I believe you testified he was the military -
United States Military Group Commander in the Central American
country where your main operating base was located?

ME. DUTTON: That’s correct.
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MRE. BALLEN: And why did you meet with Colonel Steele in
Washington?

MR. DUTTON: Colonel North and General Secornd wanted me to meet
with him., He was traveling up here with the ambassador, vhio was up
for a week of meetings. Towards the end of the week, we dere able
to get time together, and they wanted me to sit down and talk to him
about getting —— having him get back into the operation.

General Secord and Colonel North were very displeased with the
problems we were having with Max and that —— the fact that Max had
Colonel Steele’s EL-43 and was basically the focal point of
communications down there. e needed to get that changed, and so
they asked that I sit down and talk to Colonel Steele and see if we
couldn’t - if I could pass to them, or to him, their desires, if he
wouldn’t step back in and assist us. i

ME. BALLEN: Following Colonel North’s and Seneral Secord -
they both asked you to do this, sir?

ME. DUTTOM: It’s hard - it's difficult to say if they both
did. One or the other did.

MRE. DALLEM: Did you, in fact, have a mesting with Colonel
Steele? ;

M. DUTTONM: Yes, I did.
MR, PALLEN:  UWhere was the meeting?

M2, DUTTON: It was in a hotel here in Woshingbon.
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