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!lORn! VIETllAII'S ROL£ III TIlE 5O\lTII 

Background 

Since the fall of 1964 more than 200.000 Nortb Vietnamese troops have been 

dispatched to South Viet-Nam, Moat of tbese bave since become casualties of combat 

or fallen prey to disease or other mishaps. As of April this year l however, it was 

estimated that there were well over 70,000 North Vietne_ese soldiers In North Vtet-

namese A~y units in the South and well over 15,000 In nomInally Viet Cong units, 

The total North Vletn~ege presence had tncreased to about 70 per cent of all the 

communist combat forces in the South. 

These were statistIcs given by U.S. Aabaesador W. Avertll Barriman on May 27, 

19$8~ at the fifth aesslQn of talks wltb representatives of the DeMocratic Republic 

of Vietnam tn Paris • 

. tBotbing is gained at th1s table or anywbere alae in the world by North Vietnam's 

persistent atta-pts to .•• elaim that there are nQ North V1etnamese troop. in tbe South." 

AmbassadOr Sarrt.an said 1n notes u.ed at the .eeting. 

"If that ela1. were true -- and indeed no North Vietn .... ae troops were 1n South 

Vietna. -- tben •• would not be ~bing the Morth, and we would not need to ask for 

restraint from Bortb Vietnam. The DRY would be risking nothing by agre.ing to restraint 

if there w.re in faet, no North Vi.tn"eae troopa 1n the Soutb -- aince in that eaae 

there would be notb1ng to restrain." 

Aabss.ador Barrillan suppla-eI1ted bil r_arks by luJ:.1ttlng a paper titled "The 

!fortb Vletn .. ese An,. 1n Soutb Viet ... "". 11 'ftle paper 1. reprint.d below as Ooelaent 

Mo. 36 1n tbla bulleUn aer18.. It trae8. tbe HVA build-up from "roots running baek 
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to the l_edlate aftermath ot Geneva" up to Banoi'. recent .seal_tim of the war "with 

• strategy of Indl80rlalnate attack upon the eltl •• of South Vi.t-.... 

De~rt .. nt of State in ••• h1natoa r.l •••• d a aore detatlea dtaeu •• 1QD of the .... topic • 

• study entitled ItWOrking Paper OIl the Morth Vi.tD ..... Role tn the War In Soutb Vlet-

8&a". Reprinted below a. DocUMent 110. 37, tnt. study .a. bliNd principally OIl pta 

drawn ira. .ore than 100 captured docuaeots. tntellia-nee brief • .ad InterrocatlO1l 

reports. 

TreatlDg Banol '. polittcal actlv1tl ••• 1 ".11 Ita MilItary efforts in tbe ortgln~ 

dIrect 1011 aDd support of tbe war tn SQutb Vl.t .... lIa •• the peper tiuu u the evldeDce 

appears eooc:lu81ve that the Morth " .. the driving force in br1D&1Da about the COIlfllct 

Ira- 1959 onward aad In rat8ing It to ita ff'U.ee ••• lve d1.eueloa. at all .t ..... " 

YIET-N,tll DOCUIIENTS .. RESE,4RCH NOTES., I .... d ... ' ....... eA .. ",iee by fit. U.i<.d S • .,. •• 1I ... ic. 
ilt Viemaa. /, preaenU a .decliora of ,jpifit:ant ".Qleria.l., 04 So.lAe". Viet COIl, and Nortlt VicUltGlle.e 

Dffair •• Copi4!' of VieQ4Ilue .. IGlt"UI,e ori,'tlal. 0/ cUI cop_rea dOCiUlJe"t. auti (piG full test.. of My 
U'fRldaUor" a.btid,etl "'or bl!!' ObUJiIU~d 0" requd fro. tAe Mi1li.Jter .. Co"",elor for /,,{ora4liotl. AmfUlt:'4ll 

EabQ.,uy. Soi.,ott.. Vie:,._ 
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Doc~Dt 110. 36 Full Text 

:nIB 1Ul'nl V lE,""DSE AlIJIY II{ SOIJ'I1I V lET-RAil 

(PreMl'lt..s by Chief U.S. Delegate Y. Averell Barrl_n at tbe *, 27. 1968 ... Une 1n 
Pari. with lIorth V1etQAae •• representativ •• ) 

OYer 200.000 lien bave been dispatched Ira. .North Viet-Xu to Soutb Viet-H .. linee 
autuan 1964. Molt of tb.e. haye beca-e casualties of tbe ea.bat or fallen prey to 
diaease or other _isb.PI. As of 1 •• t .oath, we a.tt.-ted that there were well over 
70,000 Korth Vletna.ea. Roldler_ 1n ~orth Vietnaaea. ar.y unit. in South Vlet-~ and 
well over 15,000 aore 1n Viat Coag unit.. EVen aore are OD the •• y. In recent .oatha, 
the total Kortb Vietaa.esa presence has increased sharply and &how. signa of continuing 
to increase rather tlu.Ln deer..... 'Ibus. linca 1964 there haa beeD • draaatlc Ju.p in 
the proportion of Korth Y{etna.ea. aray unit. oppoalug allied forc.a. 

In Dec __ ber. 1964, organized Korth Vietnaaese aray units, as distinct fro. northern 
infiltrators in nOMinally Viet Cong units, coaprised only a .. all portion of total 
C~unist COMbat strength in South Viet-liaa. The orgartiz.ed North V1etnaaese aray unit 
strength J::tecan increaSing sharply in early 1965. Today. Korth VietUM" anay troops 
aecount for approxlaately sev.nty per cent of the total eoabined atrencth in the Vi.t 
COJ'lI' and Korth Vietnaaese any c~bat forces. 'Ibis pronounc.d illcr.ase 1n n\Jabera of 
north.rners has been accompanied by a grOWing depend.nce upon North Vietn .... e aray 
ordnane.. Both Viet Cong and ~orth Vi.tnaaese .ray un1t. operating 1n South Viet-M .. 
today are gen.rally ~uipped with late _odel Chinese and Soviet maall aras, _artars. 
and artillery. Moreover, the Korth Vietn .. ese army has recently introduced into South 
V1et-Ma. Sovi.t aanufactured .~ored vehicles. 

HOW, we can demoastr.te that Harth Vietn .... e presenee in the South has roots 
runn1ng back to the i __ edi.te afterM.th of Gen.v., wh.n Le Due Tho and Le CU.n, then as 
na., party chief. in Hanoi, .ere in the Saigoa region atteapting to fa.ent in.urrection 
again.t th. legittaate gov.rnaeut in Baigou. 

We know th.t aa early .s 1969 groups of infiltrators frOM Korth Viet-X .. arr1ved 
to open guerrilla basea nortb of Saigoa in War Zoe.s C .nd D. We have eaptured an 
offici.l party history in tb.t regioe .hich is explicit that. pursuant to • lay 1959 
decisioa of the gov.rning LaO' Dc:xl& party in Banoi, a _iii tar,. c.ap.ig:n ft. l.unchM the 
folla.ing autuam to ov.rtbr<JIIP the governaent of the Republic of Viet-Jla.. The role of 
the ne.ocrat1c Republic of Viet-x.. in tbese events coastitutes .ggression, and patent 
violat1on of tbe Geneva Accords of 1954. This was done, as I have pointed out. to 
underaine the progress ... bicb .... s being _<Ie in the South. 

BUildlq of a _illtary apparatua 1n South Viet-liaa proceeded .pace. Let _ give 
a specific exa.p1e. tn 1961, tbe 271st and 272nd Vi.t Cong RegiMRbts were for.ed in 
the S.igoo ar.a .round cadres fro. Harth Viet-xa.; in 1964 the 273rd Bec~t ..... 
created, ai_il.rl1 "'itb cad .... recruited ud trained in Korth Viet-.... 'nteae units 
... ~ the prl_ry source of the insurgency in the regioa. nortb of Baigou. 

Beglnn1ng 1n 1965, the n..ocratie Republic of V1et-Ma_ elected to introduce Morth 
Vietnaaese troops into the reciOQ north of 5.1eoo. In 1964, tbe 101st Reei_ent of the 
Korth Vietn ..... arwy bepu _ov.-.nt lnto South Viet-MBa, arrivlq In northern W.r ZOfte 
D 1n 1965. In _1d-1966, it ••• att.ched to the 9th Viet ConK Division for coabat 
operatiOlls. 

'lbe 9th D1vis1oa w •• repeatedly "pged 1n ecabat in .bicb lts unit. nffered 
ean.ltie. 80 aerlou. that &orth Vietnaaese off1eers, noo-ca.alas1oaed O'fficers .Dd 
soldiers were requlred to fill 1 ts depletM rank.. Accordingly j Ji:')rtb VietH_ese 
replac ... nt troops ... ere Infiltrated into the South to replenlBh the DiYi.loa~ 

In tbe _jor engagements in the autu.n of 1966 and the spring of 1967, .nd through 
tbe .tt.eks on Lac Minh the followlng autu.n, the 9th Division lost thOU~ds _ore ot 
1ta per.ODDel. But atill the flow of newly infiltr.ted troops continued, and though 
_n1 of the newca.ers ... ere ill-trained, little _ore than cannou-fodder. the Dlv1810a 
aanaged to partlclpate ln the Tet Offenslve and the .tt.cks of this II08tb* tn the .. 
aoat recent aetioas, foraatioas of the Divis10n .... re sh.rply repulaed enroute to Baigon. 
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Now, the process of again refilling the ranks 1s underway. But these units, tbe oldest 
of tbe Viet Cong regiments, can seareely clai. a local identity any looger. Bow Kortb 
Vietna.ese aray soldiers are 1n the .ajor!ty in their ranks, and their leaders and their 
weapons are of the aray of Horth Viet-H ••. 

lbe 1nflltrators lra. Morth Vlet-Haa destined for the Baigoo regl00 were asslsted 
on route by the 559 Group, • special tranaportatlon unit of the ~ortb Vletaa.ese Bray 
organlfied in May 1959 and nBaed for the decision to launch .tlttary operatlQ1lB. 'nits 
unit bas operated and expanded the infiltration routes through Laos Into central and 
southern South Viet-M.a. 

Over these routes, the Morth Vieto ... se aray, 1n a1d and late 1964 deployed eleMents 
of its 325th Division Ittto South Viet-Mam 1n flagrant violation of the 1954 Geneva 
Accords. Tbe introduction of these and other eleaent6 of the 325th Division was ~rt of 
a plan which ai.ed at cutting South Viet-Naa in half, and at securing a logistic support 
systea which included not only the Laos trails, but also access to the coast. The plan 
Involved the sending of aras into South Viet-Xaa by 6ea -- again violating the Geneva 
Accords -- as evidenced by the sinking of an arms-laden lOo-ton trawler in Vung-Ro Bay 
1n February. 1965. 

Captured documents and other information describing how the 325th Division atte.pted 
to carry out that plan indicate that it repeatedly INffered heavy los.s In battle with 
allied forees, and repeatedly rece1ved large groups of replaceaent personnel Infiltrated 
fro. Xorth Viet-Ka.. The 1st, 5th, and 3rd Division of the Horth Vietnaaese ar.y are 
now operating in central South Viet-Xa •• 

In the northern provinces of South V1et-Ham, the C~unist coabat forces are now 
alaost ent1rely coaposed of Xorth Vietna .. se troops. At present, of 22 regl .. nta under 
ca.-and of the ar.y of Korth Viet-Xam In First Corps area, only one is a V1et Cong 
reg1.ent -- and the disproportion of Horth Vietnaaese army to Viet Cong personnel has 
grown aarkedly within the past six .onths. In January, 1968. at least 40,000 .ain foree 
troops -- of your ar.y and of the Viet COQ& -- were operating 1n the Firat Corps area. 
These included three divisions of the Horth Vietna.ese ar.y ca.aanding 13 of your ar.y·s 
reliJleDts and ooe Viet Coog reI1_nt. By *n::h, 1968, .. in forces strength had grown 
to at least 60,000 inclUding five of your aray's divisions c~nding 21 ot your ar.y's 
regi ... nts and one Viet Cong regi ... nt. 

We are, then, prepared to provide evideace demonstrating the presence ot the Horth 
Vietnaaese ar.}' throUghout South Viet-K... cases .. e have cited are OIlly part ot the 
story. We have ava11able a .ultitude of captured documents, ae well as stata.ente ot 
North Vietna.ese defectors. This evidence shows the utter falSity of the vers10n of 
history yOU have tried to propagate. and establlahes a very d1fferent sequence of date. 
In the escalation of the war in Viet-X .. froa that you have given. 

Thus, the inaurgency does not date fro- 1961 as you stated; it goes back at least 
to 1959 when the Deaocratic Republic of Viet-x.. dispatched subversive cadres into the 
South to carry out &ggressiem against the people and gove~nt of South Viet-X ... 
Likewise, your govera.ent deployed regular forces of the Korth Vietn .. ese aray into 
South Viet-.... 

• ot only are there .ore than 85.000 Morth Viet-X .. aray personnel in South VIet~ 
X ... but recently these torces have been .. ployed in s~ful attacks on the towns and 
cities of South Viet-K... In the offensive launched by your torces during the Tet 
hOliday truce earlier this year, North Vietnaaese ar.y torces occupIed the Citadel of 
BUe, one of the historical .oouments of the Vietna.ese people. Many tbousands were left 
boaeless a8 a result ot these attacks. The .order at .ore than a thousand c1vi11ans in 
that city by Horth Vietn .. ese forces has already been described. 

In the recent May offenslve~ Morth Vietn .. ese ar.y forces were caamitted to the 
attack on Sa1gon, and though .ost ot these torces _ere intercepted and defeated short of 
the City, the tew that did re.ch the urban areas ejected the populace from their boaes. 
and dug in, de11berately inviting counterattacks. 

Attacks since March 31 directed again8t civ11ian live8 and civilian ho.es have no 
.111tary purpose. These attsck8 show beyond dispute the true attitude of the De.ocrat1c 
Republic of Viet-Naa for the people of South Viet-Kaa -- a cynical and inhuaane d1sregard 
for their well-being. Korth Vietnamese soldiers and Viet Cong have aurdered unaraed 
civilians at BUe, slain other nonCOMbatants, inclUding reporters, in Salgon~ and fired 
rockets and recoiles8 artillery at randa. into cities~ The case 18 plain that it 18 
North Viet-Me. which has been escalating the war with a 8trategy of indiseri.inate attack 
upon the c1ties ot South Viet-M ... 
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Document No. 37 Full Text 

WORKING PAPER ON TIlE .NORm vIETI(AUSE 
ROLE IN THE WAR 1M SOOT!! VIET-MAl! 

(Released by V.S. Department of State. May 196~) 

- 0 -

This working paper discusses the role of North Viet-Nam in the origin, direetion 
and support ot the war in Sooth viet-Nam. It is based on the appended cOmpilation of 
more than 100 verbatim captured documents. intelligence briefs and the .whole or part of 
interrogations edited for security." The information in th1,s compila tion goes as far as 
is IIHW justifiable in the pUblic interest. Obviously such a compilation cannot include 
information from sensitive sources who c.~ld be easily compromised under present wartime 
conditions. If such information were releasable, the paper would be considerably more 
conclusive. Nonetheless even with these limitations, it is believed that the paper and 
BCC()(\'lpanylng: compilation fire both useful and informative, 

The footnotes to this paper are based largely on the material in the compilation. 
The nature of the material is, however, fully described in the footnotes so that the 
reader can get a fairly good idea of the kind of information involved even if he does not 
have the compilation fully before him. 

Among the documents in the COOlpll at1 00 , perhaps the three most important ones. 
captured within the past two yefirs and of great interest to any student of this subject, 
are as follows: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

., 
CRIMP Document: A 23,OOO-word review of the Experience of the South Viet-Ham 
Revolutionary Yovement during the Past Several Years" which was written aboUt 1963 
by an unidentified Communist cadre and was captured by Allied Forces in early 
January 1966, during Operation CRIMP. 

Le DUan Letter: A letter dated March 1966, presumably written by Le Duan, First 
Secretary of the Lao Dong I Communist Party of Viet-~am 7 central C~ittee and 
member of the Politburo; captured by unita of the 173rd-Airborne Brigade, January 
21, 1967 during Operation Cedar Falls. 

Talk of General Vinh: A talk by General Nguyen Van Vinh. Chief of Staff of the 
~ortb Vietnamese High Command and Chairmaw ot the Lao Dong's Reunification 
Department, made before the Viet Cong Fourth Central Office (COSVN) Congress in 
April 1966. It was captured by U.S, Porces in Minh Thuan Province in early 1967. 
The reader .ay find that the style of these and other documents is heavy and 
frequently bard to follow. Theae characteristics .ake close scrutiny of the texts 
and a knowledge of the historical context essential to their interpretation. 

The following discussion of Horth Viet-""s role in the current war is in two 
parts, The first deals briefly with eertain aapects of the setting in which the war 
started. The second outlines what can be said, on the ~sis of this documentary .. terial, 
about the origina and evolution of the war. 

I. The Setting of the War 

This paper does not attempt to provide an account of the complex series 01 events 
that led up to the current war. However. there are two featUres of the Vietnamese 
political landscape in the period tollowing the Prench decision to end the lighting in 
1954 that require mention. 

A. The GeDeva Accords. 1954 

The Geneva Accords constitute tbe lirat 01 these features. Although .uch has 
already been written about thea, their moat iMportant prsetical ellect was to create t.o 
separate international entities in Viet-~am~ That a aeparate national entity--South 
Viet-"~-existed against which aggression eould be c~itted is evident fro. the 
following facts: 

• Appendices not included with this reprint. 
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1. Anyone r~ad1ng the Accords wl11 recognize that the establishment of the 17th 
parallel as a dividing 11ne between North and South Viet-Ham. the provision for the 
movement of tbe Vietnamese people north or south of the parallel according to their 
political preferences, the postponement ot general elect10ns for two years. and the 
ambiguity as to h()ll' such election could be organi.ted--Illl potnt tu the conclusion that the 
country was being diVided. Arthur Schlesinger. Jr. makes this pOint In his book, The 
Bitter Herttage, when he says that the negotiations 1n Geneva "resulted 1n the de t'ii'Cto 
partition of Viet-Ham at the 17th parallel and the independence of Laos and C .. bodl •. 1 
As tar baek Ba 1955, South Viet-Ham was recognized. de Jure, by 36 countries, and Harth 
Viet-Nt. had full relations with 12 countries. Todsy the RepubliC of Viet-Mas has de jure 
diplo.atic relations wIth 52 nations. Nortb Viet-Ha. has dlploaatiC relations with 24 
countries, 12 of whoa belong to the CoMmunist bloc. 

2. The situation had .. pIe precedent in what had happened in Korea. There~ the 
country had been dlvlded at the 38th parallel, and reaalned ao even thoUgh a resolution of 
tbe United Nat10ns General Asseably In 1947 rec~ended elections not later tban tbe end 
of .... rch 1948, to be followed by tbi convening of a Korean national ass_bl)', ad tbe 
fo~atlon of a natlonal govern.ent~ 

3. Tbe SOviet Unlon, in 1957, proposed to admit Harth Viet-x.., South Viet-X .. , 
and the two Kore&s to tbe United Nat10ns as four separate states. In factt Sovlet spokes­
.en bave spec1f1cslly said: "The realistlc approach was to adltit tba~ there were two 
States with conf11cting pol1t1cal SYSt"8 in both Xorea and Viet-Kaa. 3 They later 
reversed their position reprding South Vlet-MAli the United States was opposed to the 
admission of both North Vlet-Kaa and North Korea. 

4. The United States. for its part, indicated in 1954 that it would "refrain 
fro. the threat or the use of force to disturb" tbe Geneva Accorda. But It al.so stated 
tbat "i t would vi ... any ren ... al of the aggression 1n violation of the aforesa1d A«reemfHlts 
w1th grave concern and a$ seriously threatening international peace .nd security. 4 

5. Wben President Xennedy wrote to President Jfgo Dinh D1 .. on Dee_ber 14, 1961~ 

announcing a aajor increase 1n U.S. assistance to South Viet-xa., he noted that "the 
c .. paign of foree and terror now be1ng waged &&:a1nst your people and ),our Governaent ls 
supported and directed fro. the outSide b)' the authorities 1n Hanoi." Be fUrther referred 
to tbe U.S~ declaration of 1954: IIAt that U .. e, the Un1ted States. although not a party 
to the Accords. declared 1t Iwould v1ew any renewal of the aggress10n in v10lation of the 
agreeaenta w1th grave CODcern and as seriously threatening international peace and 
security.' We continue to .aintain that v1 .... uS 

B. The eo.auaist Apparatus in South V1et-K .. 

A second teature ot the Vie tn_1M landscape both before and slnce 19M haa been 
the e.ist~ce ot a eo.aualst political and Military apparatus in South Vlet-Ma.. Party 
docUaents captured by Prencb forces during their War agalnst the Viet ~nh described the 
eo.aUJlist orcanu;ation of the period. 

1. In the South. the apparatus was broadly divided betwHtl two reglon_, or 
"interzonea H, and a special COGe in th9 area of Saigon. Eacb of the .. 2On_origlnally 
reported directly to ec-unlst Party headquarters in Hanoi.. Interzone S (Trung Do) 
enCOM~saed the northern and central part of Soutb Viet-Ma.. Interzone Naa Do conaisted 
ot tbe south snd 8Outbwe~t, includi~g tbe Delta. Province, district, town, and vlliage 
cells reported to the.e Interzone •• 6 

2. In 1951. W'b~ the ~ist Party in the JIortb wa. :t'eC(rIlstituted aa the 
Lao Jlrong Party, its apparatua in the Soutb ..... s reorganised under a aix-.an Truog 1kmg C\1c 
111 ... lID. or C""tral Office for South vtet-llu (COSVII). 7 

3. The head ot COSVl( and sen lor Party representative in the South was Le nuan, 
an A.nDamite. wbo is DOW :Flrst Se-cretary of the Lao Dooc Party 111 Banoi. Bia deputy was 
lA INc Tho, a northernttr. who today is also a .. ber of the Politburo of the Lao r>ons 
P .. rty. lA DUn aad Tho appear to haVe bad considerable independence of &ctiOD in dlreetiq 
da)'-to-day .111t&ry and political operat1oas 1D. the South t but r .... 1necl annerab1e on broad 
policy que.tiona to the beau of tbe Lao r>ons Party in the North. g 

4. The end of the war again.t France in 1954, ad the e.tabliahltet of Nortb and 
South Viet-X .. , brought no siguificant cb&age in the ceutra11&ed CODtrol of tbe Party by 
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Hanoi. Al thougb COSYN was phased out. its functions in the southern and southwestern 
provinces .ere .ssu.ed by the Regional C~lttee tor }(as 80. Hanoi took direct charge of 
party actIvities in Interzone 5, the northern part 01 South Vlet-Xaa.9 

J J. Origin. &lid EvolutlOil at. the Current War 

It ... in this setting that the current .ar In South Vlet-Naa started and evolved. 
Ptve .-jar ph .... in thIs develop.eut can be readIly identified. The evidence for each ot 
the flve pbaaea and the Infereoc.. that can be drawn abOUt the role played by Marth Viet­_ a .... __ below. 

A. '!'b. Political Pha ... 1954-1956 

'l1l18 was the ,.nod In _hlch both Banol and SalgOil were Wcrklq to secure cootrol 
over their respect!.e puts of Vi.t-.... At tbe .... tt..., althougb ODe carmot be certa1n 

abOUt the precise nu.ber., approxl .. tely 900,000 people fled tbe Nortb to the Soutb; about 
90,000 people cbo .. to go Jiorth w:u:ler tbe teras of the Geneva Accord8. 10 During tbese 
y •• rs, _0 Diu I)i_ - firat •• Pre..1er, tben sa Pres1de1lt of Soutb V1et-Maa - undertook 
his caap.ign. to brlne various dl.sldent factloaa and seeta UDder tbe autbor1t, of the 
OoY ...... t of South Vi.t-II... Do Cbi II1Db eo.u,ol1dated b1. poe.r 111 tbe Korth, aod Korth 
Viet-.... for 1t. part, took the foll .. 1 .. step. witb re.pect to South Viet-II .. , 

1. Deputy Pr.1er Phu Van Doac lr .t tbe clo.iDg .41 •• 1011 of tbe Geneva co.dereaee 
oa ~"l, 21, 1954. expressly stated tb.t W. ahall .cb1eve un1ty. We .hall .chieve it 
Just .... e have "011 tbe ~u_ Ro foree 10. the world. intern.l or external. can aalI:e us 
deviate froa our p.th.... Do Chl M11lb. .-phasizad thl. deterwlnatlon tbe next day hy call1.Dg 
publicly for a "1001 and arduous struggle" to wln the southern areas, which be characterised 
a. "tenitories of ours. "11 

2. _i d1d witbdraw tbe bulk of it. fighUng ..... froe tbe South. _v .... 
.oat of the .. "recroupees" were placed In ~ial units. Tbey forwed lnto the 305tb. 
324th t 325tb, 330tb, and 338th DlvlsiOl1s of tbe JIorth Vletnaaeae AnAy. At least untl1 
1959, the .. divisions were reported composed entirely of Soutb Vletna.e .. ~12 

3. Hanol also left a ... 11 but experienced .ilitary force In Soutb Viet-X ... 
AlthoUgb ita exact alze ls uakDown, in 1956 the U.S •• ilitar, attache estt.ated it .t 
.bout 5,000 aen. 13 

4. In additiOll, ud perbaps .ore declsive to long terw ec-unl.t strategy, Morth 
Viet-Kaa continued to .. tntain it. polittcal network in the South. l • EYen in tbe first 
,ear after Geneva, it sent a ... 11 number of cadres aeroa. or aroua4 the 17th par.llel. 15 

A n'Ot.ble .rriv.l wa. General Van Tien Dunc~ then and .ince cbief 'Ot st.tt 'Ot tbe IiIorth 
Vletn ..... AN, J who dJ"opped abl'Uptly trc. publlc vi" in the North for. period in 1955-56. 
Intelligence report a placed bt. in SOUth Yiet-l&a, where he 11' •• worklng to organlze 
additional units of f'Oraer Viet Minh cadres who had not gone Marth, .ad to prepare for 
future Infiltration .ad expansion ot the apparatus in the South.16 

5~ Moat 1.aport.at ot all. Banoi ordered its .pparatus in the ~th to go under­
ground. As the atn. DocUIIGt puta 1 t: "'1"be Party apparatus in South Viet ... Mu .•. bee .. e 
covert. TIle organlzation and .. thode ot opera tloa ot tbe Party were cbanged. in order to 
guarantee the leadership and tocus torce. ot the Party under the new struggle coradl tlOD." .. 
A Party pollcy paper ot the tiae dettnes as part of tbe a.edlate .1 •• 10n of Kaabo ••• the 
COlltsolidation aDd reforaat1_ ot Puty or&1lD1.s and popular group a ora a clandeattne ha.is, 
baNd u_ .. igil .... .,. and ...... olutiOl1&ry proc .......... de.igned to sat_rd our fo""e •••• "17 

6. Tb ... order. w.re apparently obeyed" '1"bere are report. of Party aeetinga in 
1956-57 to di8CU.S a chaage of tactic., and La DUaD is repreeeoted •• urc1o& increaaed 
odlitary Bctton. "Our politteal .truggle in the South will eooett.e. ba ... to be backed up 
with all1tary actioD to abOW the .treactb ot ;-our 7 toreea." be told. party canterence 
in the South _ a:rcb 18 1956.. lI't'twretore"'; Ilboiild increa.e our toreea 1Jl the South and 
develop a1l1tarJ actlOD.~8 MODethel.aa. de~ite tb ... outburat., the apparatue ..... to 
have tollowed the liDe ot: tbe Lao Doac Party throulh 1956, and to have worked for \mitlc .... 
tlOD bJ politIcal -.:ae; i .. e. I bJ IlUbveralOD and all .. ans abort ot re80rt1o& to open 
__ coafHet. 
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It 1. clear froa this evidence that: 

1. Hanoi .. s indeed both co-mltted and determined to bring the South UDder Its 
controL 

z. Hanoi was also willing to accept unifleat10n by w.Y ot the Geneva Accords, 
provided that 1t could manipulate these Accords so as to ensure victory tor the Lao Dong 
Party and control ot the South by the Harth. 

3. Even 80 t the Hortb VletD"'" leaders heqed their bets. "I11.Y .. ere .. 11l1ng 
to rely upon political means accord1ng to their own interpretat10n ot the Geneva Accords. 
Tbey lett enough ot their pollt1cal and military apparatus in South Viet-Ham 80 as to 
weaken 1t (rom within and be aole to taKe advantage of any elect10ns should these COMe 
about. But they also were prepared to expand tbe apparatus 1n order to return to "armed 
struggle" or an all-out .tlltary effort it the polittcal gaabit :tailed~ And, of course, 
the po11t1cal gambit dId tail. 

Indeed, tbe period from 1954 througb 1956 sa. the consolidation of the Diea government 
in South Viet-Ham, and .bat ba8 SOIIetl.es been descr1bed a8 a ff.iracle" of settling ~ 
and accampl1sbaent, at least in relation to .bat aay .ell have been Korth Viet-Haa'. 
expectations of early collapse. 

~reover. the el~tions scbeduled for JUly 1956 under tbe Geneva Accords never did 
take place. On this .uch-debated 1ssue, the key points to recall are the fact that the 
Geneva Accord8 called for "free" elections and that, a8 all responsible ob8erver8 at the 
tiMe agreed, North Viet-X" .ould not conceivahly have permitted any supe~ision or any 
determination that eQuid re-otely bave heen called free. Renee, Diaa refUSed to go tbrough 
.i th the electiQDs. and'e supported hla in that refusal. 19 

B. The Outbreak of the War. 1956-1959 

The period from 1956 to 1959 is a particularly d1fficult one to characterize in 
a few .ord8. In South Viet-Kaa. despite earlier political and economic gains. President 
Diem .as becoming increasingly repres8ive in his efforts to maintain his authority; in 
the process he undoubtedly contributed to g1"(JWing. if relatively disorganized.~ OPPOSition. 
In the countrY8ide, peasant discontent .as aroused particularly by his brother's excessive 
aeasUre8 to ferret out ea..unist cadres; and urban discontent .as aroused by his effort8 
to discredit and neutralize any opposition that .ent beyond .ere dissent. 

This dissatisfaction .as explo1ted hy the C~un1st underground apparatus .hich 
now became les8 rel~ctant to uae overt aeans. and. in areas where its strength .as relat1vely 
unchallenged hy the Govern.ent, to resort to selective terrori .. ~ Although statistics fo~ 
the period are neither ca.plete nor entirely reliable, a sharp, rise in terror i_ aeems to 
bave begun as early as 19S7. It appears that by 1958 the Govern.uat was losing about 40 
civilian officials and 40 ailltary personael per aonth. ana it Is .idely conceded that an 
organized uprising against Die. got under .. ay somet1..e between then and 1960. 20 

What about the role of Horth Viet-H" in this uprising? The evidence indicates the 
following: 

1. There was cons1derable debate within the eo..unist apparat~s in the South as 
to what strategy they should follow, g1ven the fail~re to achieve unifiCation by political 
aeans. 

2. By 1958, aecord1ng to the CRI. Document, "the majority of the Party .e.bera 
and cadres felt that it was necessary to launch immediately an ar.ed 8truggle in order to 
preserve the movement and protect the forces. In several areas the Party aeebers on their 
own initiative had organized araed struggle against the enemy." Yet at the aa.e time, 
there 'ere others who were hesitut to push the arm.ed struggle. "Tbese people did not fully 
appreciate the capabilitiea ot the aBSBes. of the Party and of the MOvement and therefore 
did not dare :aobilize the "ss&s in order to seek every _ans to oppoae the en .. y." The 
... Be R..,ional eo.tlttee leadership heaitated. "but the principal reaBOD. was tbe fear of 
violating the party line. "21 

3. Durinc this period, the CRIMP Docu.ent reports that "the polltleal struggle 
MOvaaent of the .. sses, although not defeated, 'a8 encountering increasiDg difficulty and 
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increasing weakness; tbe Party bases ~lthougb not completely destroyed were significantly 
.eakened, and 1n some areas q~lte serlouslYi the prestige of the masses and of the 
revolution Buffered. "22 

4. Meanwhile j Le OUen lett South Viet-Nam sometime 1n 1957, emerged 1n Hanoi, and 
became First Secretary of the Lao Dang Party -- an indication that those favoring the armed 
struggle had preval1ed.23 

5. In 1958. there 1s evidence that Hanoi took the first steps to organize the 
movement of men and supplies both through Laos and acroBs the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ).24 

6. Then, In May 1959. the Poli tburo of the Lao Dong party announced the deelrlon 
for war against South Viet-Ham. Although the decision itself may have been taken earlier, 
'the directive of the Poli tburo, again according to the c'fU.., llO<.:\ln'Ient" "stated tha t the 
time had come to push the arnted strug~l& against ·the enemy." Thanks to this_: .• in October 
1959 the tU")'Qed struggle was launChed. As described by the CRIMP Document, it irJ'!'ledhtely 
took the f~ in South Viet-Ham of revolutionary warfare. a long-range revolutionary 
warfare. "25 

7. By the end of 1969, more than 400 civilians had been murdered and another 
579 kidnapped in South Viet-Nam.2~ ~ed attacks had increased significantly In'size. with 
company-strength Viet Cong units appearing in assaults on ~y.outposts and patrols~ In 
January 1960, a Viet Cong battalion some 500 strong successfUlly attacked an ARVN regi~ent. 

The history that $eems' to e.erce frOb these data i8 as. follOWS: 

1. Banoi had caamitted itself publicly. and irrevocably to a return to armed 
struggle in the South~ 

2. The southern part ot the Communist apparatus had bec~ restive witb the 
political approach by 1956. and La Duan in particular was persuaded that force would be 
required to bring about unification. 

3. ']be Diea regime f s trend toward repreSSion made the "objective \I conditions seem 
ripe for launching the struggle. 

4. The Party apparatus was gradually reactivated into milItant actions .here 
local conditions pera1tted. 

5. By May 1959, at the latest. HanoI in effect declared war on South Viet-Nam 
and commItted its political and,ailitary apparatus in the South to the struggle. 

It is a,t least. conceivable that Diem "st.l""engthened Ranol' s hand by vIrtue of the 
measures he was taking against both t:,he dissident sects and the Communist apparatus in 
the South 4 It may even be that the se'n8e of weakness felt by the leader"s of Ham So, e.nd 
Hanoi's fear that it would lose control over the appa~.tusl triggered tbe declsion* But 
the fact is that Hanoi decided to reunify the country by force. Moreover. It appears to 
have had the only appara~ua In the South capable of ~ganizing and controlling an outbreak 
of VIolence of the magnitude that then occurred~ . . 

C. The Spec1o.l War, 1959-19-63 

¥o'r the next four. yeara. from the end of 1959 to the end of 1963. the Viet COlli 
engaged in what the CRI~ Document called a lOng-range revolutionary warfare against the 
Dies» regime and its immediate _su<;<.::eaaor. During thos.e four years, the st-rength of the 
Viet Cong increased suhstantially, and a revolutionary apparatus emerged in South Viet­
Nam tha~ was ostensihly independent of ,North ~~et-Ham. 

Ybat role did North Viet-~ play in th~ development? On the mIlitary side. tbere 
Is the foll~ing evidence of Hanoi'. activities: 

L The lIo'rth Vietname_ autborit1es tol'lll'e(l ~bot"dfn:-.eJ'OBs1ng teams in earler 1959 
to traneport .edicines, ammunition. ~oodl arid documents across the ~.27 

z. The Celltral COIIfIiHtee of the Lao J:JorI:lg 'Party ordered the formation of the 559th 
Tr'ansportation Group to provide for the support o~ Viet 'Co1lg bases 1n· ttl. South. Founded 
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111 .. , 19se, t1_ 55th .... placlld d1rec:tl, ""der tb. Ceatnl ec-ut.e aDd 111 clo_ 11a1_ 
With tbe ~Q1.~ of Security, tb. ~y GoD .... 1 Staff, aDd tb. Log1st1c. Bur ... u. 28 

3. Tbe 70th Batta110n of th~ 559th. also tor-ed 1n May 1959, _as sent to the 
vanhandle ot Laos. Its responsibilities Were to transport .eapon., ammunition, mal1~ 
and supplies by w~ at 20 stat tons along the Laotian trail. 1nto South Vtet-Na.. The 
battalion waa stao charged with guiding inf11trating groups, and with bringing the sick 
and wounded back to North Vlet-Na •• 29 

4. In June 1959~ tbe 603rd Batta110n wa. torMed with. strength at 250 men. 
It .a. placed UDder the c~ftd of the Aray General St.tt and loc.t~ near Quang lb., 
a naval baa. In Marth Vlet-M •• ~ It had the responSibility for clande.tine maritime 
operatlous Into SOuth Vlet_N ... 30 

5. In Jaauary 1960~ • special tniDlng oaM tor 101:11tratOJ'. bee .... operatlooal 
at • JtQrth Viet_ .. An., baH in Son 'b" northwe.t of bnot.31 

6. Tbe 324th D1vt!!Ob, in Mlhe An Province •• a. ord.r~ to be&tn training 
infiltrator. earl, in 1960. 

7. j)W<iIIII tbb _ p" .. 1od, tu lWaD .. i l.fl1t .... tt_ Tra1ll1llg Cot ..... a •• et 
up .outbw.at or lIaIloi in tb. fo:r.er barrack. of tM 228th Brigade. ODee 1n gperat10c t 

it apparentl, ... eapabl. of handline several 1.000-'" cla .... at ca. tt ... 33 

8. lo.:fl1tntiOO OIl a wbltutial Kale beau 1n 1959. At tb. end of 1960, 
Viet Caac "in .orce .treDCtb .a ••• ti .. t~ at 10 battalioal ud S~500..n~ aegiObal 
and local ~la. probabl, had a .tr-.atb of .bout 30,000. By t.be ea:d of 1963, Viet 
c-. "i. r ....... _v..th bad ri_ to 30 battali"". and arowod 3~,OOO .... It iB 
iaportaat to ~ that tbt. f1,ure repre..at. cal, a fractioa of the total Vtet Caac 
pol1Ucalla111-.,. .pparatn _.U ... 111 tbe Soutb. j)W<1II1 tb1. _ period, 1nfUtra­
tioa 1 ••• t1aaWrd to bav. proceeded at tbe folla-1oa rat •• ::34 

!!!!: CODfi_ Probab1. Total 

19511-611 4,~58 26 •• 582 
1961 4,118 2,177 6,119~ 

1962 ~,3a 7.4&~ 12,8$7 
1963 4,726 3,180 7,_ 

18,7&:1 • 12,878 ii7iii 
96 llIDt11 late 1963 I .o.t of th4I .. 1.nf11tntor •• ere .te1e Soutb.1'1lV'., 

vet.n.tl. at the Yiet M1Dh w1th ,..ar. of Ill1tU:ry experiaDCe aDd tH1.JIin •• who bad 
......... pIICI to tile _til. no.,. ...... p_derllDtly off1c~8 or _ior Q""c_ta.1C1lI1d 
offi..r8; tllroollb 1961, a blp propo:rt1OD of tb. un _ben of tbe Lao Dca. Part,. 
TheJ aa..- c_d _itt" ... 111 tbe Vi.t CODg fore .. ud alao carrilld out ..... 1de 
..... of pol1tical .... l~t.. ~ prooidIICI, 1ft sua, tb. cor. of tb. V1.t Coo, 
ail1tary IlQd political .. pparatu •• 3~ 

10. Prior to 1961, the V1.t Caoc bad equippIICI th ••• lv •• frao Vi.t ~ each •• 
of old rr-cll ... AaeriC&1l ."poD., by the local •• un.ttactur. of e:rude band IUD- aDd rifl •• , 
and bJ captur .. __ poll. frca South Vi. til ..... 81 t.. Baao1 bee .... U& act1ve _ppli_ at 
__ 111 1961. At t1lat poiat, _1fll1d v .... I" ... of the r,....,h .. t-tII rifl ......... to 
.. _ "" tbe Iattl.f1.1d. n>e1r e_. bad _ ..-ori<lId to u .. tu .taDdIlrd c-lot 
7.611 _ ..... trl .... a t .. bD1qu. whicb requlr11C1 foctor, tool1 .... 36 

OIl _ polllt1cal 81de, tbe .. 1_. about IIortll net-_'. IlCt1Y1U •• 10 .. follo .... 

1. OIl ... _r 10, 1_. a nltOluU"" .... adoptlld at tu Th1rd IIa tiOll&l 
~. of _ ~ Ilcaii: Part, ... bieb h1p:Uptlld tbe _1au.t ro1. _ IIortll ... ould play 
&ad .tII_ pl_:U .. ,. for .. hat .... to _ tp IIaUOII&l I'r .... t for _ LiberlltiOll of 
_tb Vi.t-_ (..,). ",. r..o1uU ..... tII_. 1D the _t .. at., tu n._ .. 
,.....,0111UOD ..... _ .""'w.1e tII*a. firSt, to earr, out _ ..,.,lal1.t n"oluU"" i" 
_th Vi.t-_; _d, to l1herot. _til n.t-_ frOD tbe ..... 11 ... y'*. of _ 11.8. 
blpw1&Uat. __ lr __ I.a order to ..,bl ... QIlti .... 1 .... it, aDd " .... l.t. 
1.4113 II dE e ... fJoMdca ~out the CGWltry.... To i.llMlJ'e tbe c .. lete nee ••• 
of _ ,.....,0111'-'" .t ...... 1. 1& Soutll n.t-_. our _1. thero ... t .'rh. to 
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•• tabli.h • WIlted bloc or ... ork.r.~ pea ..... tl r ud lolCli.ra and. to brl8&: iDto bet ... 
br ... d aaUou1 Wlited froat direct.d apio.t tbe U.S.-Di •• Uqu. and ba_ "" tbe 
worker-pea_ant alliance. "37 

2. OD January 29. 1961. llaDoi ",,,,,",,c.d that tbe lfaUou1 Froat for Liberati"" 
bad been 10l'Il84 the prevlot18 moath, oa Dec_bel' 20. 'lb. principal fUnc:tlO11 of the 'roat 
..... to COI'lduet O'9.rt propapnda c .. palgna. B\ren 10, the Fl"OIlt c~ltt .. lucler.hip baa 
ioe1uded Lao D""" Party "PDt ... ho directed the .. ork. 38 OD. bi.b-ranU,.. _bel' of tbe 
"roat 1. apparatly *jor General Tran Van tr. of the )f(Q'th Vl.tu.aae .. -Ar.y •• top Viet 
Coal C:~D.der and an alten::ltte _bel' of the Lao DoIlg Party Central C~itt .. 1a Banat. 
Be .... to un tM all •• of Trail Xam 'h-ung. 39 

3~ Shortly atter the tOWldatlO1l of the K'!f, Banol annQUtlCed that the lD~Dt 
forc •• In the Souto had been joined together in a LlberatlO1'l Army of South Vlet-Jt:a. 
under the MU. Bow",.r, captured doc ..... t. ot 1962 etat. explicit,. that "the preHnt 
Llberatloa A.ray haa been OI'ganlzed by the /-Lao l>oDa 7 Party. "40 Otber docUMtlte &tete 
that "the L1ber.tl(11'l A.rtty 11 ••. al1 In.trumeiit tor ttle -Party ••• tor the Liberation of Soutb 
Viet-X- and the rewtlficatl(11'l of the Fatherland."4l 

4. In January 1962. Bartol Radl0 aimOUl1Ced that • con terence cd .... rxi.t-
O! , "I'" LeDlnl.t delegate. 111 South Viet-Raa had Oratnized a People I Revolutioaary Party 

(PRP). wbicb bad ~lately "yoluateered" to joln the MIl. Bowe .. er, ctocu.ea.tatioa 
, .. I 

&how. that in kIlol a own worda, '!'be People. aeYolut1oaary Party haa QlUY the 
appe&r&.DCe of u independent exi.~e i actually. OUr part,. 1a nothiq wt tbe lao Doac 
Part, of Vi.t-.... unified fro. BOrth to South, WIder the d1l'eetiao of tbe Ooatral 
Ib<eeutive C,..Ut ... of the Part,. tIMt chief of "icb i. P ..... tdeJ>t 110. "0 TIle pap'. 
central O-:lttee ... late,. .tated to coapri_ of 30 to 40 hieb-rank1nc C~lat.t with 
tbe .1ze aad c_poe1t1. ot tM o.-1ttee Y&ry11lC troa t1 .. to t1ae a. _ber. rotated 
to aad froa the BOrtb .ad be~ .... tca. of South Vi.t-.... 43 

5. 1f1tbiJ> thie c-ittee. tIMt .... 1 _Ul",,-.. UIllC 1'''"1' li •• in a _leet _I' of it. hilIIMt.t ra .. U,.. _0. a .taad1-. ._ittee 0""" 11k. it. foreruu.r of 
the 1950

1 
••• the 'l'!\mf Uoat CUe 111-. Baa, 01' c..tra1 Oftlce for Soutb Vlet-x... 

(COSVII). '!'be _ COB'fI ..... ppo. ..... U, i_ in BaDoi after the Lao 0.,... Party C_a. 
of 1960. oH At that tiM, .... era! ..... ,benl aad c..t ... 1 Vi.t __ ....... cb_ to ........ 1U 
tIMt COB'fI. aad __ d.· .. ted to _tlhlp io tbe Lao 0.,... c..tnJ. C_t_. Slae. 1986 
aad perhap ..... 11 .... COB'fI aad it. JL!.11tal'J c_itt ... have _ be .. 11,. _pted .. itb 
.ortb V1.t_ .. ~l offic..... Political &ad .11itary di .... tiv •• for tbe .oaduct of 
the ...ar, captuNd bJ al11ed tOl"C •• 1.a Sout.ll V1et-.lfa. ~ have c.a1at_tly 1~ frQI. Part,. 
aad JL!.11 tal'J ........ aad not fr.. tbe JIll. 4li 

6. _1 ..... trilld to c~ it. ro1. iD tIMt political ad ailltal'J c_po.ip. 
in tIMt _tho A _t ...... part, .. It ... repr __ for ,,_i,.. &ad .u.-''11101tt,.. a 
_ ..... f..- tIMt _th n._ ..... tatry of ... bU. _ltb 1;0 tIMt poo:rty _cal !*'U"" 
110 _th n.t-_. tbia ... c ... ~ a .. lolauoa of poo:rt, _ .... , ....-lUi"".. 48 
A part,. l.t_ .tate.: "'!'be c..trDl Party c.-ittee .u.recto that ___ tlhould ntlMtr 
_1 .. _tl.ul_. patrloU_ • ....,ol .. t1~ lMtroi_ ..... tIMt 1'01. of _ .. tl.u 
LlheraUoa F~t. lIIdoctriMUca ___ ... f ..... 1JOc to _1 ......... t,. et ... 
........ 1 ••• tc'

L 
_d be c_ted -.11, .. 1tllin lat_1 _iati ___ tIMt 

~. 0Ill,.."47 ...... tIMtr, ....... tl, "'1' __ ... _ for l&t.1N7 l_l".ta. 
that, "'11M c.tftl __ ...... tare of _ FLao ~ 7 Port, &ad _1. F'" CIoi 111 ..... 7 
hay ... _lid _ TLao ~ 7 Party c:..iittee 110 sc..tb n.t-_ aad a.. _t1:re ....;; _ 
_ 1. of _tb ,t.t-_ to' _l_t • _1 off •• i .. aad ~ lQIIPia1JOc 110 ........ 
to ..,101_ • _101 .... l.et..., f ... __ Gl"U .. "Ubla _ FIM7 7 lID_ &ad 1_ 
SPl'1JOc - _.... 'IIM'-' -1>J_t _ld be tul1, ........ tooi '" __ t~_: 
- ....... -- _d ... t _, _t tU ......... c_a f~ __ , ad _1. 
F'" CIo1 _ 7. Il0l' to _ it _ , ... _ FWheraU"" 7 _t .... - - --

'11M ... ~ ... __ a1litu7 _ ,..,.1\1_1 _i" 1_ to _ .,.U_1JOc 
_1 .. 1 ... , 

1. _ a8 _. _1 .. _1_ .. _1 .. _iaU .. for _ 
t ... la1JOc - tafUtftU_ of _l'mU. _ at a la_ ,.,u, -.I- _ ..... t. lato _ 
... u.. 

I. '11M _ ) taflltft_.t.... - ___ 1 ... _ I .. _i_ 
- - - _til ...... of - ,~ .,.. alUtu7 _ .,,'UtlC&l • __ • 
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3. Hanoi established, from the outset, firm control over the direction and 
policr-tr.aldng structure of the whole campaign against South Viet-Nam:~ 

4. The Sational Liberation Front was established, 1n Hanoi, in December of 
1960 in order to give the appearance of loclll leadership, In fact. the 1iLF has never 
be~n in charge of tl~e po"lltical and !'lilitary c9JYluct of the war~ lbe covert nature of 
the total aiJ'p¥-ratus, and tbe desire for out"arc appearances that. it was ,~otally indi­
genous to the South, did <:ontrib'lte to its ability to attract aDd bold local support 
in South Vjet~Nam. 

5. The evidence suggests that Hanoi hoped to avoid overt intervention io this 
period and was seeking to overthrow the Saigon Govern~ent and set the stage for 
unification through tbe Viet (ong, with only leadership and control from the North. 

D. Expansion of the war, 1963-196~ 

The period from late 1963 to the ena of~I965 is in some ways the most intriguing 
period ot the current war. During tbose two years, which witnessed the downfall of the 
Oie~ regime. treat political instability in South Viet-Me., and an eKpansion of the war 
toward its current dimension*, both the united Statea and Korth viet-~aa eOMmitted regular 
military units tQ the conftict. That Banoi became"overtly involved In the South during 
this period is generalty recognized; exactly why and how is not so widely understood; 

On thi. Beore, there is.evidenae to the following effeet: 

1. HaDoi probably took the deeision to comait units of the Korth Yietna.ese 
Army (RVA) to tb. Soutb as early as o.c .. ber, 1963. This was shortly after the a.erthrow 
of Diem (November 1, 1963); wben it becaae clear that the overthrow of Diem had not 
produced any significant defections to the Communist cause whatever, Banoi simply changed 
its anti-Die. propaganda'llne and tntenatfled tbe stTUl.le~ The 9t. $es8ion of the Lao 
Dong Partyfs Th1rd Central Com.lttae held a ... ting in Dece.ber aDd, &ecording to a 
captured docuaellt. >'aasesaed the ba1aace .. of toreea between ue ud tbe e»_y and .. t forth 
plalls aDd gu1delines to w1n special war. 49 

2. Starting In early 1964, Banoi begaa to develop ite infiltration trails 
through Laos into an aray-eeale aupply route, eapable of haadl1ng cont1auOQa truck traffic 
to South Vie~-He.. A large (roup of Nort~ Vietn .. es8 ar.y conetruetlGb battalions ln at 
least three eo.bl.ed"~orces (Blnh Tram 3, 46 and 5) was deployed in the area by 1'64 
to oversee the development of this road net. S 

3. SoMe regular 5VA units are kDown to ha •• begun prepar1Ag for infiltration 
as early as April 1964. Segera.l p.ri8(lD8l"a f~ the 95th aegtaelrt of t.be 32sth Diviaion 
have reported tb.at their unit .... recalled in that IIGltb froa duty 1» l.aos. ·Back 11l 
Jiortb Vie1;-lIaII

i 
tbe !15th ""de ........ _ ""e<:1&l .Uilary _ ""UUeU train1ng t .... """ .... tio ... 

in the South. a . 

4. Banoi al80 began to for. MIW l"I8gi_.t.al-s1.ze4 aita fer dispatch to the 
South. o.e of tHO, the 32Bd aegfMl1t, .... actlv.ted sc.et1ae 1n the Spring of 1964. 
w1th per.oanel drawn from a BUBber of .. tebliabed unite. Trained draftees were added 
fre. the &on Tay and Xuatt 11&1 1afi1 tratiOll ceoters whieb ... ..,.. in ope:PattOll by 1961. 52 

5. la October 196", the first ~l.te tactt_l unit of the M'orth Viemame .. 
Anty~ the 9~th RiM.i.JHn:rt, lett the Jlc)rth. '1"hl. ft. a new unit. with cadre dra'lrft !Minly 
froa the 32$tb Divis1.... It ... ...,bed South Yiet-lla 1. De.,...,..,...53 '!be 32ad Rec1IHDt 
left the JJorth 1n a.p~ber or Oetober 19S" .. arr1'f1ng betwIMII JuuU'T and March. and a 
second regiment ot the 325th Div1s101l •. the lOlst, had lett Jortll Ylet-5u by OeCetl!lbe:r 
1964. All of these dates of departure Were prior to the beginning of U~S. hombing of 
North Vlet-Haa in February 1965. In shortt the ev1deaee doe. not·.upport tb. elaiM, 
sa.et1_es ~ade, that the sending of regular North V1etna.eae units was only In re.ponse 
to the U,S. bOMbing. 

6. Betwcwm Nov_her 1964 and tbe !!mel' or 1965, a bu1ldup of 33 NVA batta1:1oa.s 
(about 10 reg~nt5) took place in South Viet-Nam. Of tbese, about three MVA battaliOns 
(2.000 _) bad arr1ved by t ... ead of 19K. By tIM> ... d of 1965, the !!VA already 
constituted about 30 per cent or the to~aI Maia Porce operating in SOUth Vlet_M' ... 54 
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The following inferences can be drawn from this evidence: 

1. Hanoi probably becaae dissatisf1ed w1th tne failure or the Viet Cong, by 
itself, to capture South Vlet-Nam~ 

2. l~ therefore decided to provide the increMent of strength necessary to 
ensure aelzure and control of the Sou~h. MYA regular units were to be the means to this 
end. 

3. The relatively slow pace of the buildup 1s probabl¥ exp~aJD~le in terms of 
poor transport and logistics, and tbe beliet that time W.~,OD HanO~f. slde. 

4. Far from triggering the regular Korth Vietnamese bu114Up, U.S. actions Were 
in response to it; the bombing of the North and the introdUction of. U.S. troops all 
followed not only the earl1er movement of ~n,and .uppl~ea fro. tha~Morth~ out" specifieally 
came after regular Jorth V1etnamese units bad begun to ~ B~t in,quant1ty. 

E. The Current Phase. 1965-1967 

The past two years, fro. 1965 to the end of 19671 htN~Oeea warked partie~larly 
by major clashes be~.een U.S. and X¥A units J by the hea¥y bombing of North Yiet-laa,.and 
by continuing eftolts. thus fBr abortive, to negotiate a settlement of the conflict. 

Here acain, tb.re is considerable evidnce regard.:1ng Korth Viet-Ha.',a. role in 
tbis phase of the .ar: 

forces 
1. By early 1966 ... NVA units were described by Hanoi as "tbe orga:.n1e mobile 

of South Viet-Nam".;)5 

2. By the end of 1967, NVA strength in South Viet-~ ~d risen to tbe point 
.. here its units constituted at least 45 per ee'~t of' the el):"~ ·1611n 'Fo~'e'~ Ii ~e 
1ncludes the NVA personnel who are 1n Viet C9Qg Main 'Force units, B9Tth Yietn~se 
troops n~ acc9unt for more than 50 per cent Qf the Main 'QTc~~t~tal. 56._ 

3. Dependence on logistic support trOD North Viet-K~ has in~eased 
cornmensurately~ Fr(:CI. aer1al photography and pilot sightlngrt t it is eat'iaated thai: aore 
than 300 trucks are oPerat1ng On the infiltrat10n rOutes in Laos alone during the drY 
season. 

4. Since 1964. the Viet Cattg Main 'Foreee- ha~. ~ extensively re-equipp.d 
.. 1th the latest CoIDUDist Chinese ud Sovlat·,auta.atie _ ... poas. In addit'1011 to ..all 
anus, the Viet Cong Main Foree. and the JfVA unita "9 no- supplied _ith 8o'viet aDd 
Chinese heavy .ach11le-gw:as~ mortars> &Dd rocket lauac ..... ·~ IfoderD 'ComM1nist f1rM.l"Ila 
have also been supplied to sa.e of the loeal forces, althoogb rr.ach, "erioaa, and 
boaeaade weapons still figure in the gue.rilla treeaala. 57 

5_ As a result of tbe large NVA· pre.enee iD tu Sovtll, it has beecae nMeBsary 
to explain their role to the rural PQpulece of Sovtb Viet-Ram~' co.muuist p~l'1tieal ~e 
are told to say that .... e are backed up by a large war area which is the hsroic soeial"1st 
North Viet-Nam. It constitutes a major tactor for Buccess ••• Horth Viet-Na. 1s a large 
and stabl~ rear area for South Viet-Ham and is providing Us everyth1ng we need. including 
soldiers. Recruits from North Viet-Ham are described as baving been "assigned to South 

"58 Viet-Ham to l1berate this part of the coun~ry .••. 

6. Although the COSVH Ktl1tary Aftairs Comm1ttee supervises both Viet Cong and 
Korth Vietnamese Army military activity, the Nortb Vietnamose Army command in Hanoi bas 
increaSingly assumed direct control over military operations in the northernmost provinces 
of South Viet_Nam. 59 

7. There is close consultation between Hanoi and COSVN before policy is decided. 
and the recommendations of the latter are intluential. COSVN also has much leeway in 
applying the policy thus decided. But all basic ntatters: are firmly reserved tor direct 
decision by the Lao Dong Politburo -- specif1cally including the nature and continuation 
ot the war, the diplomatic program of the NLF. and the peace terms described 1n the 
public statements of the Front. 60 This can be vividly seen in the Le DUan letter and 
the talk of General Vinh, both of which lay down strategic and negotiating pol1cies 
extensively with hardly a reference to the MLF. No one who reads these documents can 
have any doubt of Hanoi's control. 
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8. Thu •• hlOlutiOft 12 of the l'Nlfth Couf ...... ee "f the Third Cent ... l c.-1tt ... 
of the Lao Dong Part,j pa • ..,tt in secret 1ft Deeeaber 1965. reqUired tbat the "build-UP of 
all types of torce ..... to be accelerated aad tbe pace of battle InereaHd. "61 

9. ntUIll. aesolution 12 also laid d<::Mn the 1i1l. about the relatlO1lablp betwe«l 
fighting and negotiating. Accordin.g to Le DlIall'. report at 1t: "At present the U.S. 
i~rl.1t.t •• ~.are trying to force u. to the negotiation table for &Oae CObC ••• ton •••• 
/but 7 our strat..., on 8qotlatloos lNat serv. 1n .. practical umaet our coaeret. 
Pol1tical 8!aS. For this NaJKJll. tlse Party Central ec:.alttH ba. Qui.ousl,. entruated 
the Po11tburo witb tb. taak of carry1ftc out the above .t~ecY 1ft caofor.lty w1tb the 
~llcy of our Party and 011 the baata of the 81tuatlO1l be~ Us and the .. ..,. _beD.ve .. 
nec •• au"y. "62 ~ talk of GeIleral Vinh I. dl8CU •• lng U .. ..-. a.aolutlO11 J report_ tM vi .. 
ot the Lao DoDg c-tral CoIIalttee that Tbe future 811ru&ttUl .. ,. l.ed to 0'8COt1&t1008 ••• 
wbile negoti.t1ne, w. will coat1Du. tlgbt~ the eo .. y .are vigorously. (It i. poaeible 
tbat tb • .North COluNcta ti.COti.tloa. wbil. the SoUtb OOI1U.DU •• tlcbt1A&. and that tu 
South al.o participat.s in tb. n.cotiations wbile contlau1bc to tight.) ••••• .ust tlCht 
'to win gre.t vi,ctori.a witb Which to co.,.l tb. en .. y to accept ou.r- ecaditioos ......... ill 
take adYantap of the opportUllit1' off ....... by the .. ellOUaU""o to otep up further OW' 
_illtary attack., political .trucw1. aDd .tIitery proaalyt1nc. M 

'l'b. evideDce for th1s phase of the war apeake for it.1t~ It l .. v.e no quest1a:I 
bAlt that Hanoi not ()Illy direeta Ad cOfl1trols tIM .. ar 1a SOUtb Viet-1Iaa, but .lso pla,s 
the doa1nant role 1D the 111.1. Poree .. ar ~ 

CONCLUSIOII 

'!'be forec01llc 1a int_cled .s ... t1culous ~.ry ot tbe Hl .... bl •• vtdeDce ot 
the Ik>rth Vletaa.e_ role in tbe cOllf11ct.. Wh11. t.proved lnt.llt ..... ce in tbe peet two 
y •• rs aak •• it po •• ible to doc t North Vi.t-Baa'. ~le ~t oa.plet.ly tor this 
periOd. the evideGce appear. cODclus1ve that tbe North .... tbe dr1V1A& tore. in briDg1ng 
.bOUt the ecmfllct fre:.: 19$9 ooward ud in rat.iUff it to it. nece •• lve dl.enslOD. at 
all .t..... Lik_i" , the ev1deace ___ c(lIlclualve tillat Buloi had ev.r, intetloa. ot 
taking COPtrol over South VI.t-.aa by on6 ..ana or Aother fro. 1954 onward. 

Yet. tbio beiDe laid. it 1. laportaot to add cae fiDAl note. Although the ev1deoce 
1 • .nbatantlal tbat utI ... MDrth Vteta_. and Nortb. Vl.~_tral .. ed ".,. ..... 1, 
coa1,.. t .... the "rtb, _iAate the c-m1.t ap~tuot iD ;Iouth V1et-_. aoa """""t 
_1_ the _.1b1l1t1' tbst I.DdtYldUala w1tb1n tbe .... _w. noor qu .. Uca ad _, .,... 
to reJ ... t _ liAa hopo.ad by _01 oad the Lao Doq ...... t1'. _ciUatt"" of an 
.l_ta ritb.iD South n.t-_ 18 the .-lared pollC)' of _ South V1._ .. aoore..-t. 
""lei> _. Ill .... dete ... iAaU"" of the poliUcal fUt\Io'e of the South "" ..... Coe.titutiooal 
p...,.,...... ... .... the lIDlted Stat ..... t ..-iD c_tt ... to .... I.tlAc I.D .... 1atiDe and 
br1ftc1ftc to ... _d the _ .. t .. f .... _ "rtb. It. ult_te oI>J_ti ..... t he that the 
peopl. of South V1n .. _ he f .... to w_ out _1r on 81'- ri_t _t_l ater­
r.reac.. 
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Committees from Eastern Interzone Committee, Lao Dong Party. obtained November 29, 
1964; intelligence report of November 1955. 

15. South Vietnamese counter-espionage report of 1958 giving details at DRV intelligence 
actlvlt1eSj and intelligence report of November 1955, noting the arrival of 50 
'exp.a:r1ez14e4" te .. wpees -tt('South Viet-Naill 1n Octot>er 1965. ... ~ . 

16. Interrogation of Viet Minh cadre who deserted in 1956; document taken from a 
POli~ical officer wit~ 'Commuqlst forc~s in .SqU,th Viet-Ham on November 27, 1956; 
description by a North Vietnamese of the Van TieD Dun~lPhaM Van Bach missions; 
summary of intelligence reports concerning Van Tier DUng and the Roa Rao. 

17. The CRIMP ~ument; also a Vi!et Min'll po~~cy paper on strat'egy issued by the Central 
C~lttee of tHe/tao Dong'~arty to the Ram Bo ,~nterzone, obtained in November 1954. 

18. Interrogation of Viet Minh cadre who surr~nd~ed in March, 1966 i in which Le DUan's 
disgUst with DRV policy' h;'ard the -ICC"'and n1.~ e~ierness to invade. South Viet-Nam 

19. 

are describedj see also a document taken from & political officer of communist 
fo::ces in SO\J.th! Vic:~-Nam on Nov~~er" 27, .19~~, ,in which Le Duan is reported to feel 
the. __ t!lfle ~Ot; !! ·l!Il1it.~ry stru,gle ;~as CQllle; ~et: a)~o a ,document is!i<ued by the Lao 
~s~~art~ C~tral Committee for iuid:!inc~ of Ca~re$l probably _dated 'late Spring 1956. 

A somew&at more deta!I~ discussion of the electlqn Pfpb1e~. including the contem­
por~~y .~~eots 0; Senator'JohP, F. Kennedy and,Professor Bans Morgenlhau, will be 
found in ThQ Patn,~o Vietnam, by William P. ~undy. published by the Department of 
State" in" the Fall of 1:967. 

2.0... ,koberLJk:1.Cl:iano, South.;,.Viet-)iu; .Natic;wt Under Stl"EUJIJ (Bos.ton: HoUghton tifflin. 
1964), p. 138; Bernard B. Fall, Viet-Ham WItness (New York: Praeger, 1966), PP~ 
185-188. Denis warner, The Last Confucian (New York: Macmillan, 1963), p. 154ff. 

'" 21. The CRIMP Document. 

22. 1bld. 

23. Intelligence report, Marc;,b L lq.,il6; 1ntell!g~llCe .. reportt June 15, 1956; Radio 
Hanoi broadcasts of September 3 f 1957 and October 19 and 30,1957, describing 
La DUBn'. ac~1vit~eR. 

24. Int.r~ogat1Qn of a MontagQard in Quang Trl 9~ovlnoe •• who turned out to be a Viet 
COQg,a~Qt~ and infiltrated into South Viet-Ja. 1D OCtOber 1961. 

25. The CRIMP Docuae~t. s •• also. Party C~uniq~. May 13, 1959, and Comments on Party 
Communique t May 14! 

26. see Table IV. 

27. lnterfocation of member of North Vietnamese border-cro~ supply team~ 

29. Interrogation of a Senior Sergeant. Viet Cong. 5th Military Region, captured in _If IIgat. 

30. IDterroga~lon ~eporta of Viet ~ ar-nta dls~~c8ed. by maritiae infiltration unit 
of Bauod'. Dlrectorate~.captvr6d i. laly 1961; ~Dte)lil.nce ~ary baaed on 
interrogation of n~erou. Viet Cong acenta, captured 1n JUDe and July 1961. 

31. Interrogat1on;of a'Viet Cong'comMun1cations cadre. . " 

32. Interrogation of Viet Cong 1nfiltTated tnto SOuth V1et~Na. 1n 1962. 

33. Interrogation 
in terraga t10n 
illte-rrogat101'l 
Aprli 1963. 

of former North Vietnamese Army officers who surre~dered in 1963; 
of foraer Horth Vietnamese Army officer who surrendered in 1963; 
of "til of tic .... of 1st Viet Cottg RegiM1'lt. whO. tum" hiaseH'lft . , 
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34. See Table 1 for infiltration ,1ata since 19"59; Table II for growth of Main Force 
strength. 

35. Sl.ln~.ary of 19 interrogations of Vietnamese officers and senior non-commlss1ooed 
officers who infiltrlited into South Viet .. Xam during the period 1959-1963; also 
lnterrogation of former North Vietnamese Army officers who surrendered in 1963. 

36, u:lsed on a technical analysis done at the John F. Kennedy Special ~rarfare Center, 
Fort Bragg, :Sorth Carolina, in noveMber, 1965~ 

37. Resolution of the nlird National Congress of the Lao Dong Party, September 10, 1960. 
(Item H) It is sQmetimes alleged that the NLF had already been formed as early as 
Y~rch of 1960, in the southern tip of south Viet-Nam. However, if this had been so, 
it '1.'ould surely have been enormously to the advantage of Hanoi to endorse the 
existence of a truly southern organizatIon. Instead, the Resolution of September 
1960 clearly speaks of future creation of an AU, and the January 1961 announcelhent 
in Hanoi clearly state$~suCh an organization was established, In Hanoi, In 
December of 1960. The allegation that there was any pre-exIsting NLF, formed in 
the South, has no evidence other than ohviously self-serving later stateMents ot 
.t.U spokesmen abroad, and nlust, on any fair reading of the evidence, be dismissed 
as a myth. 

3B. Interrogation of cadre from Western Region Committee, captured in 1962; docUment 
turned in by a Viet Cong deserter who suhsequently led !iVlil forces to a buried cache 
of Communist documents on training and propaganda. 

39. Interrogation of Le Xuan Chuyen, former operat10ns officer of the Viet Cong 5t~ 
Division, deserted in August 1966; background information on Le Xuan Chuyen. 

40. Training bUlletin. written In 1962 and captured in November, 1963. 

41. "Regulations for the Party Committee System in the Sou .. h Viet-Naill Liberation Army", 
a party document captured by the U.S. 173rd Airborne Brigade in Warch 1966. 

42. Instructions from the Provincial Committee of the Lao Dong Party in Ba Xuyen to the 
Partyts district cQl!ll!tittee.s concerning the formation of the new People's Revolutionary 
Party; dated December 7. 1961. 

43. Interrogation of NOrth Vietnamese Army Lt. Col. Le Xuan Chuyen, who defected in 
August 1966; states that the PRP is the same thing a6 the LOP and that the PRP 
directly controls the NLF. 

44. Intelligence summary on Lao Dong Central Committee membership 1D COSVN, from 
interrogation of a party cadre arrested in 1967. 

45. interrogation of a Viet Cong officer who defected in the Spring of 1967; interrogation 
~f Le Xuan Chuyen; document captured by U,S. 173rd Airborne in March 1966, entitled 
Regulations for the Party COIMlittee System in the Sooth Viet-Ham Liberation Army", 

cited under Note 41; intelligence summary in Lao Dong Central Committee membership in 
COS\IN. cited under Note 44. 

46. Instructions to cadres. March 23, 1965, captured by the U.S. 503rd Infantry in 
September 1965. 

47. Directive to Propaganda and Training Section, April 1966, captured by U.S, 1st 
Infantry DiVision in April 1966. 

48. Party document instructing subordinate level party activists that the final phase of 
the revolutionary war is near, captured by the V.S. 10Ist Airborne Division in Quang 
Tin on ~ovember 13, 1967. 

49. The Talk of General Vinh. 

50. Interrogation of a North Vietnamese officer of a support regiment who was responsible 
for the transportation of supplies frow Cambodia, through LaOS, to Route 96. 

51. Interrogation in 1965 of four North Vietnamese Army soldiers of the 325th HVA 
Division. 
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52. Interrogation ot B member ot the 32nd Regi~ent, Nort~ Vietna~ese Army. cQptured by 
SO\.Ith Vietnamese forces In November 1965 in Pleiku. 

53. See Table III. 

54. see r.ble II for growth of ~in Force strength. 

55. "Letter of Division Party Committee to Youth wember$". captured by 1;SI.I:' in cuang Tri 
in July, 1966. 

56. See Table 11 for growth of M$ln Force strength. 

57. See Table V. 

58, Docwnent to serve as a guide for the cadre, Party members and others in answering 
questions likely to be asked of them , c&ptured by the US 199th Infantry Bri6sde in 
February, 1967; also, doc::ument on "Gui>iance tor nandling (1f Recruits", c8!}tured by 
US 25th Division In February, 1967. 

59. Interrogation of Viet Cong officer who defected In Spring of 1967 in 'ltfhieh Viet Cong 
command organization in northern province of South Viet-Nflm is discussed. 

60. Intelligence report on coa.and relationships between Lao Dong Party and COSVK from 
an intellectual proselyting cadre arrested in Spring 1967. 

61. La Duan letter. 

62. Ibid. 



YEAR 

1959-60 
1961 
19~2 

1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 Ost half) 

TOTAL 
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TABLE I 

INFILTRATION OF PERSONNKL FROM NORTH VIET-HAM 

Confirmed (I) 

4,556 
4,llR 
5,362 
4,726 
9,316 

23,770 
14,300 
20,700 

116,848 

1959-1967 (first half) 

Probable (2) 

26 
2,177 
1,495 
3,180 
3,108 
1,910 

10,500 
5,100 

33,496 

Possible (3) 

",050 
30,000 
14,100 

52,150 

Total (4) 

4,5R2 
6,295 

12,"57 
7,906 

12,424 
33,730 
84,800 
39,900 

202,494 

(1) A confirmed unit/group 1s one which 1s determined to exist on the basis of 
accepted direct information trom a minimUM of two prisoners. returnees or captured 
documents (any combination), 1n add1tion to indirect evldence~ 

(2) A probable infiltration unit/group 1s one believed to exist on the basis of 
accepted direct information trom one captive, returnee or captured docuaent. 1n 
addition to indirect evldence~ 

(3) A possible infiltration unit/group 1s one which 1s believed to exist on the basis 
of indirect evidence. even thougb no captive, returnee or docuaent is available to 
verity the report or reports directly. This category was not listed separately 
before 1965. 

(4) The total does not represent all infiltration data on hand. Other inforaation is 
held Which. based upon the application of consistent criteria and the profeSsional 
judgement of analysis, has been evaluated as insufficient to warrant inclusion in 
one of the above categories. 

There is normally a loog lead time be~een the infiltration of a given unit or group and 
the coll~ction of sufficient 1ntelligence to confirm the faet and tie. of the infiltration. 
In 1967, :he infiltration has continued st a very substantial rate. but it will be some 
months before comparable figures for the year can be compiled. 
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EXPAliSIOII 01' COIIIIUIfIST IM.IN FORCE UNITS 

I II salmi VIET-NAil 

(end ot yen) 

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 •• 

Viet Cong Battalions. 10 20 26 30 69 91 83 83 

VC Main Force/Local 5,500 26,700 33,800 35,000 51,300 64,300 68,000 64,000 
Force Strength* 

Nortb Vietnamese 
Batta1100s 3 33 63 69 

Strength of North 
Vietnamese Army 
Units 2,000 26,600 46,400 54,000 

• These units do not include a substantial number of native North Vietnamese. Guerrilla 
forces are not included in these figures. It is important to note that these figures 
for Main Force units represent only a fraction of the total strength. 

•• End of third quarter. 
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1l\BLE III 

Il!FILTRATlON OF NOilTI! VIETNAMESE ARMY 

REGIMENTS INTO SOUTH VIET-HAM 

Sept 1964 - June 1967 

lio. of No. of 'total Wo~ 

Infiltration Data Prisoners Captured Docu- Prisoners 
on Which ments on which Taken 

Unit Dep WiN ATr sVN Strength Confirmat10n Confirmation FrQlllll. Each 
Based Based Unit 

95tb Regt Oct 64 Dec 64 2,000 7 1 35 
32nd Regt Sep-Oct Jan-Mar 1,800 4 4 53 

64 65 
10Ist Regt Dee 64 Feb 65 2,000 3 2 13 
18th Regt Feb 65 Apr 65 2,000 5 2 43 
22nd Regt Jul 65 Sept 65 2,000 5 1 42 
331'0 Regt Jul 65 Oct 65 2,000 2 0 53 
250th Regt Jul 65 Oct 65 1,000 2 2 13 
6th Regt Unk Oct 65 1,500 7 1 18 
21st Regt Aug 65 Oct 65 2,000 7 3 37 
66th Regt Aug 65 Nov 65 1,500 6 1 34 
18B Regt Dec 65 Feb 66 2,000 4 1 62 
24th Regt Jan 66 Feb 66 2,000 3 0 19 
95B Regt Dee 65 liar 66 2,000 2 1 17 
141.8t Regt Jan 66 liar 66 1,500 6 1 10 
88th Regt Jan 66 liar 66 2,000 5 0 22 
3rd Regt Feb 66 Ml>r 66 1,500 2 1 34 
812th Regt Jun 66 Jun 66 1,500 2 0 15 
90th Regt Jun 66 Ju. 66 1,500 3 0 12 
803rd Regt Jun 66 Ju. 66 1,500 2 0 7 
165th Regt Feb 66 Jul 66 2,000 1 3 1 
52nd Regt Ml>r 66 Jul 66 1,600 3 1 3 
84th Arty War 66 Aug 66 1,200 1 3 1 

Regt 
5th Regt Activated Feb 67 1,800 0 2 0 

in SVN 
95C Regt Aug 66 .... r 61 1,550 1 2 1 
29th Regt Un!< Apr 67 2,200 3 1 6 
36SB Arty U.k Ml>y 61 1,400 2 2 2 

Regt 
174th Regt Ja. 67 Ju. 61 2,000 2 2 10 
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'DUlLE IV 

ASSASSIKATIOJ(S AIID KlDlIAPPIIIGS 

I H SOIlT!I V IET-IIA II 

1958 1959 

AS5asslnatlon~ Kidnapping_ Assassinations Kidnapplnl8 

J.n 10 25 10 17 

Feb 36 5 11 6 

Nor 26 43 31 21 

Apr 17 12 13 16 

llay 13 5 16 22 

June 21 15 5 15 

July 11 24 16 22 

Aug 7 1" 12 11 

Sept 8 24 22 34 

Oct IS 28 29 42 

IIov 8 19 35 89 (ine.-pl"t .. ) 

n..e 21 20 33 48 (1ne.-pl"t,,) 
m m m m 

1960 

Jan 96 37 

F"b 122 72 

Source: Saigon Situation Reportj January, 1960. 
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TAIILB Y 

COWOSITIOl'I C1/! VIET COIiG lIEAPOlIS 

(in percentage) 

__ de 

Chin ••• Soviet US French and Other 

Viet eOftil 1illa1n Foree 

1963 13 2 40 39 & 
19&4 28 4 3_ 25 5 
1965 3. S 35 17 5 
1966 51 7 24 13 5 

Irregular Forces 

1963 0 0 14 63 23 
1964 0 0 24 49 27 
1965 1 0 35 37 27 
1966 3 0 38 32 %7 

roTAL (Main force and Irregular) 

1963 7 1 28 50 14 
1964 15 2 32 36 15 
1965 21 3 35 26 15 
1966 29 4 30 22 15 
1967 ( .. ld) 35 6 26 18 15 

North Vietnamese Arml 

1963 0 0 0 0 0 
1964 0 0 0 0 0 
1965 90 8 0 0 2 
1966 80 18 0 0 2' 
1967 (mid) 80 IS 0 0 2' 

Source: Defense Intelligence Agency Report. July 1967. 




