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January 1966,. began the li;.o·vement of the 173rd Assault I,elicopter Com­
pany. Personnel tah'ing leave over the Christman Holidays i·rerc required to 
sign in on or before 26 J£~nu!!.ry 1966, 3 days prior to tho unitn i'in2.1 roR 
check •. Duo to the unavailability of equip!i1cnt the units rt:!C'..dir..ess da.tlJ wc.s 
delayed until 15 .FebTIlilry 1966. Fin,,"!.l· POR checkp Horo 100% complete prior 
to ~1.t date. 

The comp£uw' .. m.s deployod overseas in four phas63 which :Lncludf)d a mini­
mim essential equipment· 01cment, main body, t!.dy;".nced pr.rty, and an <:'..ircr:lft 
movemcnt eleMent. 

The mini~lUm ossenti"l equipmdnt element 'H1lG trnnsp'ortGci. by trucl{ to 
Savam'lcll, OGorgi~", Hore it vTaS loc.dod on the bcr({o Hal'VUrd Victory, and de­
parted 6 February with 1 officer and 2cnlistod men arriving in Vung Tau, 
Vietmun on 18~k.rch 1966. 

The m<:'..in body element consisting of 44 officers t.nd 1.51 enlisted IilCU 

departed Columbus, Goorgia., 1.5 F(:bl'Ut."!.I"'Jl966; <'.bo::trd 'e Dc-6 aircr.:>j't. Upon 
nrrival c.t.{)c.kltmd, Cc.liforni3., 16 FGbrua.r:r 1966, th::lY boa.rded tho USNS 
lfelsonH. ·vlulker. The ·('I['.J.kcr sailed on the 18th ot: li'Eibrucry arriving in 
Vung Tauj Vi<;ltn:1m 10 H£'.rch 1966. From Vung 'rnu the: 173rd ,.12.0 flown by !cir 
Forco C-130 1 s to it::; now home, Lni Kho, l.:.tor to 'bocome knO"WIl·:ls IISh":':t'1vood 
forost. 1I 

'The :-.dvrmcod p.2rty; composed of 7 offia8rs;J dl~Ik--..rted Tr'o:vis Air Force 
Base, California, by C-141, on 24 F0bru.:;.ry 1966 ;:.;nd i'.rrh-dd at Ton Son !lhut 
Airport in Saigon on 26 Fobrur,ry 1966.' From bore they were fJ.CvXl. to the 
11th Avio.tion Bt!.ttnlion R0P.doll.c'rters at 1".o.u Loi 'i-murc they recoived nn in­
country' oriontc.tion.J.nd tx'niid.ng. Af'tar trnining (nth th~ 128th I.ssau1t 
Holicoptor Gorn:pl1.ny, tho pr.rty joined tho unit ;:-,t l.e.i Khc. 

On the 26t!1 of Fob;l"'U'!ry 1966, tho ,::ircr::.ftcarricr B~:'ittol1 dopc.rtecl· 
Ol'lkland, Gr..lifDrnin 'Iv''ith the uuit circra.f.t 1:1eV0mcmt (;lor.lCmt - 4 off'iccrp, 
20 onli:::ted. 111on, t'!.nd 24 US-In r-.llci. D 1710dol 110lic:~ptGrs 07.1 bo:-rd. Tho Britton 
dcck.:dc.t VU.l1g T2U on 18 Nc.rch 1966 ::.nd the nj.rcr-o.ft 1·:' .• ::0 fImm o:f1" the co.r­
rJ.er. Ji..ftcr ccmplGtion of' nlOdific~tio!~s, thu Hueys :-C:r'C: fJ.rnm b~~r tho com-
p.. .... ny pilots to 1:::.i Iilie, with th;:;l"st c.ircr.::tft :lrriYi!1g 25 i'i.::rch 1966. 

From the period 18 !'!:-.rch :to 31 Hareh J.9(5, the urit, nclt ;}1(lt b .. ling 
op'3rr.tionc..l, neu. missions 1'rlth at.her cm.pc.nios ['no. :~ssisted tho 11th _:~vi<.tiOl'l 
Bn.ttali.on .. 1it.1-J. adrr.iniztrl'tiw nights·. 

'me K:>bin Hoods, as the 1733"0. is known, contilrJ.oQ. throu:·houtthe month 
of Apr'll in f.I. non-s[lor;:tiol1'"'.l sto.t~lS. RGnTO\"&r, thl:·lln:i.t was c07.Illi:ttod hc.!l.v­
ily in Operation B:irJv!..ingh::un beginr.ine 29 April 1966. '.~un Rebin Ho('ds end 
four Crossbows, 173rd gun ships, went into T~.y Hihn Prb'V-:i.nce to support too 
11th Avinticin Butt..."'.lion. iTith B...:.tt:1.icl1. c.ssisting in Spare pnrts, the C0m­

puny oontinued this support until 10~:.':'.y 1966, l·ihvn the comp.:>.ny was in f?~ct 
declared ':lpSrationlll. This cic."!.·oo v1r!.S lo.tcr ~c<?eptcd as Unit Day for the l73rd 
by the Chief of Nilit'1.ry History in Wc.ohington, D. C •• 

The month c:f 11:>.y r..ctuc.:.lly begins the !.tobin ~lc~;ds trnditio71. 13 ~{':.y SD.;ioT 

too start of Operntion 111a...1':1O. Tho 173rd supported Dot-B 33 Sth Speci.:.l Forces 
Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, and airlifted ~ tok.l of 3,196 trocps 
into .VC controlled Innding zones Ol1Or :l fCvT dr.y ?Qriod. Thuy ll'.:lo.o resupply 
runs, ann cw..cuuwd sC'!"iolls1y 'WO"J.ndod CInO ;:.nd ~jSS lj' troops from rcmbw hcstile 
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areas, often under fire. 

On 17 U .. 'W '1966, sewn Robin Hoods 'l-v0rking cut of Loc NiTh'1, set a record 
by hauling 849 troops in ore dn;r.. The rGcords .. show th~t durin~ the week of 
lfuy 10 to 17 the unit flOv-T r.t t~tc.1 of 1,457 sorties, hauled ),918 pr.ssengers, 
22 tons of co.rga and logged 502.4 cmbr.tt assr.tulthours. • 

On 27 1'by 1966" a Viet Cong supply roche Wr:.8 locD.teo only ten milos vlest 
o:f tho 173rd rose er.tmp. Two dn.ys hter, w-ith the airlifting of the 1st/16th 
Inr. on the objecJ~iw 0 Thus Operation S10Jbo1 t I vms acom;>lote success, c..,"'P­
turing 16 tons of peanut.s, l~ ton.,'3 of sd t, 2~ tons ofnour, 1000 uniforms 
and numerous other :foodstuffs, utep..siles, gc.rliK~nts, md building nntel"ip-ls. 

Tho C(''11m1.'mdi:ng Gcner!l.l of tho IIFie1d Fcrce iJictn.'1m 11..:.1.8 nov:.lcl tho ~c­
cc.mp1is}un.o .. mts of the 173ru while in support of the; 145th Avir.ttion Bo.ttalion, 
25th (US) Infantry Division on 3 June 1966. Under the leadership of i1.~j l)r 
Clon H. Ebuugh, the unit rer.tctod .nth such "dccisiYcnoss ::nd prof0~sicnc.1-
ismll , th.::'.t the 0PQr.:-.ti· .. :n i'Tas :; complete succesr;. 

Op .. ~r(~tion la 1':>.so II sto.rted on 2 June 1966 and Ins'ood thr{)I..J.gho'J.t the 
month. l'llhilo oper:: ting in the nro.::'. of Loc Ninh J QuD.n ~(>i, An Loc, S ~mg v..<'J,. 
nnd 11i11h Th[l.nh, tho comp'1.ny c('~-:1pj;l\)d trcm~~ld:)us st~tistics of 6.cco'~:Jlish­
r.l.ents. A totc.l of 4,782 sor;ties, [3,529 p. .. '1.S8cngere, 448 tens cf c~.rg(), 
62 n0t1.0vncs :'.no. 635.5 C0101bn.t <:.ssr~ult hours <:.n0 .. 1657 l'L':urs flmJ;l durine the 
opcr1"..ti(m. 

Ewn thongh th() month of JUI10 '[.;-'8 fi11(;("[ ,.it·l the rigors of '(.om.r, the 
Robin Hoods found tim.e t'..) l~'.u~ch .::'.n i:Jduc;.-,ti'm.':'..l progr .. :m in the VLtn".mcsc 
'\r;i .. 11::gc of La.i Ehc. sp/4 lmzonn:J, tho c1r's:,!'oom instruC'f,o:!", tn.ueht English, 
French, ;~rithmctic, 6Jcl Ei,'rrp1u r.l.::tthcmo.tics. 

Tho Ho~)in fh·:xls spGnt tho firs·t tveok afJul:y Rf;]T c .. t 1".::c ".!inh .r.nel ()..l·:m 
Loi in supp(';rt of Oporation El Pnso II. 

On 8 .7uly tho unit vms d.is;':~'1.tched to (uo..n L·:·j,. d D.bout 2030 h0Urs, where 
they rer:...":.inocL tho rest of th~.l night. The fcllJYring l.l.ny they l.loV'<"Jd o.bou.t 
5 lTd .. lea south c.nd stc-::>d by w-:i:th thn 2/28th In.t'.:tntry,' p!;i~~Cild to strike and 
sr:ml off ,'" cou:ltor ambu:3h 'lroady in ; progru13s • ;"s they vT:'i t .. ~(d, the w'\tchec. 
::Q-.ln A Go Go" (armed crr-l.a) making gun runs Cllrlf, 'irlth 0. massiv0 ~irstrike 
cbout 3 mi10s south of thedr loc;:Ltioll .'.l.nd liGtomd to 90 HWs of t.:tnks ~.nd 
)V cr:.1ibers on : .. PC! s of thu 1/4 Cn.v te ..... ri .. ng tho 272nd Vil,;;t Gong Rt~giment . 
n:r:nrt. Tho Rooin Ho~xl::; stood 'b-.f vuth their loc~d3 (;f IIgruntsll to sink the 
hooks. ~~l'tcr ('".i1' =~n:l:·~·tj .. llery .i?I'ep,~.rD;tiuns, 'l:,h0Y took-off :md tjropp.;d 
thoirlonds in to ;:)1-1'uOP tho VC posi ti:>ns. . 

Thj.s turmri ·.'j\} .. t to be ')00 of tho most 8ucC\:13efu1 bat.t10ft fought by the 
1st D:i.vision in -\;iGt~m. By body count, 238 ViE.:t Gone Here ki1lud plUG the 
c~turing of numerous crow served vT0:'..pons ['.no. sever"l helicl';.·pter 1CX'.ds of 
of individuc.1 vmo..poDs Ilnd ~nti-t·".nk rockets. Unfortun.. ... :t;;.;ly) s:;YI::;r.~l j{m.::rim:m 
soldiers lost the:lr 1:i:vos in r.tl.tliti:m to the loss of 5 .. i.PSfs n.ri! 2 ;·148 tD.nks. 
Hot'luvor, r>.ll things c:Jnsidervct, it w~s' p. TllO.,:ior yj .. ctory for 1st Division ~nd 
tho 173rd Assault Helicopter Comp;:Lny a~:'..ill shC'vred its st!1.ture ~nd ,rOfrJ33ion­
nlism by playing :.'.. koy ro10 in s1'TID.shing thu cr::'.ck 272nd H.'.Jgi7,:mt. 
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From tho 11th t:J tho 15th of July thE; unit sU1?'1)Ort;1C~ 3rc: Bdu, . 1st Div 
with resupply and r..:c:m missi:)ns. .On tho 15th ~nd. 16th the Bd\3 mov00. b:i.ck 
to base c..'lm? at L'!.i The t~ rl;coup from 45 days in tho ficl~l. Of course they 
were lifted by Robin H:)o¢l,s - 'who <::lse 11 

20 July f:~'Und thE; itobin Ho,x:ls on standby at Cu Chi. How,::vliir; trwy Gid 
not sw.ndby long, as theY'i'fcr(l called upon to li.ft Am€.rican dead from an c:'.:re::. 
t:) the nortlurost of Cu Chi. Th" evening bvforc, the 11Li ttlo Be~rsn had 
lifted a COrnpr:ny of the 25th Division into the, aroa for r,:}c'::n ?UrPOSGs. liS 
thefli[d1t took-cff, nCh:"'.rlie ll hit .from <:.11 siries in.flicting han:v-,f cP.sual­
ities. ;.Jb.~n the tr:)·:>ps ~1Pre extractor'" it' tv~~S r<lport0d that sdvorf'.l r1ead 
wore in the area.. 18 hours later the Crossb)Ws locl?tl;t~ another KIA in tho 
Ian '"ing zone. The h."TJl.' s were lifteri, tp the Dust-off pad at Cu Chi. 

The (fUnships h~d their sho.ru of ;.)xcitoment that ckLY too. 'ihile mnk:i.!18 
firing runs owr the VC location, they. spotted concreto b'tl.llk(;rs, prepar.;)d 
trench sysums ant~ enemy tro-::.ps shoct,ing at them. Both slilips tock sDV'.;;ral 
hits. HQ'.-J\.)vcr, the R~bin Ho,:xls' luck held n.n;::~ they ell return.E:d to 5horlfoocl 
Forest with som~ grizzly memories, but s~fe. 

23 July found the Robin H:Juis lifting an ;.RVN 'battalion intCi the 3'11.l.th­
eastern ~dge of thr.; va in.fested Iron Tri~nvle to rddn bfl,S8 camp. The slicks 
.iidn't draw:much fir8, but the Crossbows did, :mc~ they brrlUfht the r~th ':Jf 
Robin Hood on II Ch;;rlic II by killing 4. 

The l73rd Ass>~ult Helicopter Compq.ny sp.:mt tht} r0mainder of July working 
various missions of rGsu~)ply C'.nl.~. su:?port of tho III Corp .~r8a. 

During the first feV!' days. of .. ugust, tho Robin Ib::ds rEJcviW'd m3.ny reel. 
sc<trves, whieh were ¢,ven to t:;ach cl?e1v member t'J pro'\;bct his m~ck: from thE.: 
hc::rneDs :md flak VGst. Thu ir.~u;:. vl .. S conr;eiv:.:d by 1'13.,501' Fc-.rmer, the Cr:)DS­
b·:Jl.T platoon leader, and the scC.rVC5 .rere m~d8 nnd d::m.:.ted by G:i.rl SO'JUt 
03.detvf. Troop 537. Thu SCarVclS quickly b?cc'Urle P::'.l"t of the }i~)bin HG.::d reg­
ular uniform. 

l3;~u§llst bGB<'.n like; ,I. norllk1.l cl1.Y, vr.i.th t.h ... units ')nly missi~m in 
l1n.dr.:l.nistr~tiVDtI lift of one b1.ltt4 lion fr:}mPhu L"i t"J ','h::uc Vinh. ;1hilo 
Emrouw, word w,.s rE-lcei'l!I;':J th~.t r. Viet Cong c~:;;)any h[!.c~ bE::0n loeat.:;'! ='.bout 
20milos west of :llu 10i, en the S.'lig on River. The Ii1is~ion w:1S i.'ilI110c:.i~.tt:ly 
ch<'.n[."ed ant~ ~no battalion fr·:)TJl .hu L·)i ani,! trw fr'lmL.'1.i Khe wore lifbd into 
the a:rea. l~s the fiIk1.l lift C::t:";1t; i:lt') too 1Z, th0Y !\)caiva(\ fire on short 
finaL iLt this time:, i~ WtS n.:rtic;:;d ~t nO 3rtill~ry or airstrikos hC'.(~ 
ooen J?'~t in tho h,)t :~rctl.. 

In an r.ttom~)t to oxpidito the r'1jJ€lr".ti:I1"l) T.th" C'}Ii1!llr-:.nd n.n' Cnntrd Ship 
flown by liajor :-·",lmcrtrc.;c and LT Hart wi t.b th.:. 1/16 bn.ttr..lion stnff ab(('.r~\ 
nnd.f3 a high S:tXlO\'~, m .. :.rkint; run 1)\T(.,)r the Viet C~nr{ pns:tti~ns t:; murk them 
for anairstriko. On this run 8.2/4 Chn.rles i'lumb l'GC6i;.-i:;' :-: VC 'buIld 
throu(:h his riGht 1()fJ.. H'JW0V"r, th~ JTlci"k was f.:~:"'(l ant', tht: :lirstrikc 'jJIlt in 
IlL..1.kinc it safe fer the slicks to 10.11[1 their tr':r;ps. 8?/4 }lur.Jb 1~S t·.~m to 
tho hospiti!l wh0re X-r<.ys inc~ic:l.t.cl that he i,nult! ruCClVbr in firr..: shn.rx; • 
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The next dfLy(14, ,u£.:u.st) after only li511t c :mt~ct "1es m4'.dc:, tho Il.-·hin 

Hoods be&:tm extr2.ctitlf. thlj ini'<:ntry brl.ck t". 1.:.1.i ~:J:1e. On th.:. uuxt to lo.st 

lift, the Vi:;.:!:' Cong bt:~~<:'.n m·)rta.rinf· the PZ :7.n-: '-:.:?0n(;:!~ u? ,·lith Bm:'.ll :rrIilS 

fire. S:lcond ships t',Jk hits fr:;m scre.~.m;.;l :.1.n(~ bu11, .. rts :""s' 'W".;ll as !fuj0r 

3bau(h and ?FC Cortez beil1g slightly vTOu.rr~0·.:. As a r·.Jsult of this fi .. :sco, 

}!:.;tjor ..:To<.:.ti.!::h r0C".Jmrnen:lc~ that /). security fore·,; of: not:moro tron 10 h0li­

copters load tho l:>.s~ lift ~:ut {)f tho .!?Z in £l.n off~}rt tC)~rev,mt such :1 

calam:i..ty. This' )racticv has sinco wen a.r·:c~)t()d by the r.rC'u.n:::' cor.1m~n'.l(:rs of 

tho 3rd Bri[;ndo. 

IS August was ?n::lti1'.;r rmtine day vnth a shDrt eir::l'-1 flic:ht to thu north­

east of Ix'1.i Khc. 'l'hu slicks uncount<)rut: light, c:ni?Orfir:::: tm(~killu(l throe 

VictC~mg. Itnrust h:..vo mac!o "Charli\)11 nJ.,?d b:::cC!us\: flt 2300 th'.t nirht hl:'J 

oogan c, mortar attack r>n L.d ;{h0 that lD.st:...d until Oh25 :m·.': '1 tot:'..]. d 129 

rounds. A lii:;.h -::fir<:J team ::'.n.:' one sli-ck hu:~ boen S cr,~:r.lbl-: J in C'.n ... ttompt t:1 

locate nnd dt.Jstr"y thu Ttlort;;:.r .t)!)siti0na. :l.S fU01 rc.n L:.v i1.n.t th8 '..r~: thEir 

t.urned b'v~, thl..l 5hi:)8 ·..Jv ;~n t:: rf.)tlJrrl. ~',.ll 1'J(;r0 l.-.nr.:oi! ".11":. shu.ttil1f;' .;1.0tm, 

vihen Crclssbo~v 421 fl':nm by C.r:'T B.::tynr c;JJ.c:(} in. '.m qh0rt finaL '1'11._, ni;'xt 

anyon::. knen.; 421 ifr.G unsi(\)-'~'~l\m in ;::,. crumbl:,;: h,.:t'.-) th,?.t :,T::'.S ::;ncf.' n UH .. ID 

h€.:lic0ptt::r. ;.11 cr0W l118r:lbors surv"i. .. .1od ;.;it~l 'or :;1<:.-.:1'1 l~gs bt.:ling tho m:Jst 

s€Jri)U[l injury. How? l'okJ :,00 knoVl's. 

i.fter an ,~xtrcmoly lr-;P.f; ni~;ht, the Robin Ho::;.~",s, t~·.o~{-')ff a.tOS50f;::-r 

scV'oralcomb£1t f.lssf!.ults .:'oround tilt) SUftlr mill SGuthT;T:;St ·:)f au Chi. In tho 

middle ~nrt of tho aft"rl1::: . .,jLl., C?I' R008 {'.m'. ,10 H'-';'j(l off -10'"'.0(30. s om.'; SUi.Jl)lics 

at the, su! ar milL l~s they C2.l1P tG '. high he .... ,,,r t·) :-.v.,id ~'X: '))11:1 ·st~.n(~ing 

ar:m.nd., tho sh·:>rt-sh.::ft faik·~. ::m':i thE! 5hi,) 1.\)1.1. The crew wlllked r:\Yr.J..y 

with ~10 .Havla missinr 3 ·.fr-:mtt .. at.'1; 1:.0 the - shir' sti.ffared m;::.jor structurn.l 

damae;e. Thu (~ay ho'd Deen ~~Lmc h.~-u.: (.'no ft)r the H,')bin tb:~.d5'. It vms net 

ovcr yet. They h;:~;l ·;,ni:.: sh·.;rt tr'Y::9 lift to:) tr1nk0 b .. :;L.r(: f. ·ingh· 'li10. Once 

<?r,;cinbn thi.; fil1;'l.l lift vut of the :E>Z, "Ch:-.rlie ll 0iXHb(1.lP ".rnth small .,:,_rms 

end mortars. Sciv0r.:'.1 shi)5 took hits but n:) (no WC!S injurp,: and th<.;y· nll 

rcturmd t'J Sh,;,nro')d ForGst. 'fuL. ur.:l..ts·e~nt tu1.lD next few .~hYS ':;.n 3rc'L CI.1rps 

stend-'by,wr.ich gav<.i it a much n;,;u.-:.:;d r~st. 

Thtl c::i.J.m w?.s nice, ~ut it i:i~lnlt l·-:st loIl[,. On tho 2Sth of ~;urust.1 the 

1st Briga'~e rr.ninto the Phu Loi Bz.tt<:li~JD, rcinft'rC8(1. by .~ he~~vy vl<::.:l.;>·:)IlS 

com,?~ny. Tho 173r:: 'wc.s calle·; u~)on to l:I:ft tr:;oj-,s '1.nd SU?~)li(;ls int·:' block­

ing positionsarounJ t..he tra?~Je\} VC unit. It Vias 3.tqi;::h battle, ',Jith the 

VC shootii'lg c!own an Jar Fore", hG1.ic JiTWr vdthr';;C:~~.10$S rifle firo. However, 

'hIla Robin Hoods CRlllJ thr.,u{rh 3.[:ain with .n·:) hits' nl1~l n;;il1jurios" 

The mission on )0 !~ugust W::l.S tc sup'?':>rt the 25th Infantry Divisi':m out 

of TRY Nir.h.. :J.l lifts h:::',1 (".-·TII..; wull ::-.n:: thl.") <".r:.;r 1.'1:;:;'. almost 'JVer vmwn IjUr 

Battalion Comman;lcr, LTC Stnrkor, asked t·: fly on on:J of our ships. He and 

LT C'Jnnors flew t0E!0ther tmrl ~)icko':,-ui! n. 100.rl of troa,s.· On the first lift 

int.o tho LZ sniper firtJ was (;nef1Utlt(;rO(~. On short, fit1[i.l, t~10 r':'lln:)s stlVOrE;c'. 

ono of tho contr::>l lirlks t::> tho 'blu!.:" ")f If:'C Skrkur I s ~.nf:'l_ LT C~nn:..;r' s ship. 

They lost all c')ntr01 and thu Ghi~) fvll int,) tho .LZ. Th ..... [Unn~r .:'ond. 0ne 

ini'Rntryrnnn W'vI:E1 ;'1inncf. bc;nc:>.th thE.::tircrr:.ft anu the in.f-·mtrym<"'.n .-1c'1im::d 

in thG o.xtrcmcly wet riC(:; i.x,·'dy br.)f·:lI") thl-': aircr:;,ft c<.ulrJ. br;; lift!}(:. "·~n(l. 

so en:1.od J~'t:({U.st. This hac boon. a y:?rticulr:rl·T tr'.\r:Lnr' o.n:- long month but the 

Robin Ho~.s all mc.>,<·..; i t c.nc~ 5t<").rtc.,c~ SoptembtJr in f.oc::! spirits. 
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From the 10th thr')ugh thG r0ml!~naer of thl:l oper~ti ;1n, the n0~in Ho:xls wore involved. ill the r(;su~):c)ly of th.; units in thu fi(;ld c.nd lvd ev;:;ry com­bat assault thllt to')k :::>12.co. :.5 a result ':)f thoir outsku(;.it'.[ kar:kJrship and superior ?_rformance, the lL:t"in H:.~ds '"ror0 ci te,=~ :>y GBnorrtl De L\1y ~nd Gcnora1 Ho11i!Jf"swort~1. C:~nern.1 IIo1lin,r;'s\wrth ~)rOsentl~(~ Hajor ~:~iC0 -vTith the Distinguished F1;>'intt Cross, the Bronz>.! St:lr, the .;,ir Hcda1 fl.)r ':;.J.lor anf}. Commcnda.ti·:m H.:c.c.1 for Valor for his SU~i1ort ."'.111.1 l'Jndc:rship. Gencr~l Hollingsworth then diroctod that all fliGht crews should receivn ::.nd Ilwnrd their professionalism.; skill, 'nd hQTCY I::naurancG. 

On 15 ~!oV'o.;)mbcrJ thu lttst combo.tllssllult of c·lx.:r~tian itttlobaro turned out to bo tho hottest landing zone thus :f~r Gne :.:untor.::::!. 'rho jU11E.:l.3 c10<1r'" ing which was tho LZ.had becn prepared by ~JUI.lji st;J.lres ten 1'0at hif3:h un:! 1arE~t; enough to 111.l1lllgo rotor blades and ta.il r0t0rB. 1.3!1. r0sult nIl flitil~S had to:) land in the northern corned where thGl st~us wert:: n')t so ·.llentifl.l: .• 

~,Jhen dcriartinc the lo.ncling zone o"n thl; first lift, H::'j0r !:lieu -rr.lS hit in tho elbow. a'1jl)r J)im t'jok tho contr':'ls .2.n':~ flc".; t·:) l';:Y Ninh to TIlGi~ic;·.l aid. HI' Cole, 1'lying number 2 in the load flir:ht, t'Jok ch."1.r~:o "lnr1 led the:; four shi) flight thr·,-uf(h th'J rGmD.inin~;: threo Hfts. Five shi,)s were hit durin€,; the lift, throc £;.)i71g (·:lWU in thE; l:-~n(:'i11[; zr,m. !1()t.[~V<jr, n:n1C~ ;J'.::ro Hobin Ho::.x:ls. Nnjor Hieo t'l1o.s OVD.CUP.Wct t:) the St:~,t03S i"hcrt:; he W.:lS TL; ... ;rt:.:d. to be:! in i:~·)(.)d condtion. 

TvlO days l·.ter t..~e RGbin Ho·x:ls ;;Jxtr.2.cto.:'. ·!l.'rkn.:.:ss :::'.n(~ b..:.y:,.n the mrtr:tct­ion 01' tho romaininf.' units brin€:inr 0porr:ti:m : .. tt1c:b':JrG to :J. close. The l73rd Assault Ifulicopt<::r Caml")::ny ha.d }ut forth a ~Lobin T-1oo(l c;ff,::.rt :;)ili~, U~J D.n un­prceodonted 3629 hem's fh';.m. A tr0mc:nr1..-:'lls rsqtliI'cment hOod 00011 ;;:1llt u'.,)on the mainten::.ncc IMrsonncl :'1ho maintair.ed Ln ~JUtsk11cl~~nv 83% :->.ircro.ft avail­ability. JJ.so for ·thGir p~,rt in ()lJer.::tion Att1r::borD t110 ltd-Jin HO~Jds we,re award.ed a total of 153 11(:::.rds.· 

After .il.ttleboro the unit wns ... JUt on lieht(:;r c~uty :for <'.~!:ut tE:n ':byo to give the pilots a I"'clst and [;:iV<:1 maintenance <'. ch:.nps to co.tch up on tho aircraft. 

~1anksr.;iving was ~n occasion c::.t Shorwf')l.~ Forest. Tho lTl0SS pors",miP.l . -prepared a trC::DlQmkus turkuy dim1il!' with 1111 the trimr:'li.nes. ·sv·,)ryc'nJ came '1:,0 the moss hD.II ·wit~ cam,jrn in hand to r{3COrt;t thc.. o'V0nt. 

On 28 liJ'ovumbor, nobin }b:;.d lif't.:Jd Darkness fr~m Di :Ul to the ':iIDng S:?t zono - .:I. tidolr.'l.n(l llk"':rsh Dr~C. s .:uth of Sni£·(~:.1 v.nr. 1·.:n:.: tir;k; haven f·.;r two VIC:lt C0nF' battt'~ions. ThQ unit (Jix·rntCrlOut of VunfJ" To.u 'Vlhnrf;-! .i;nrlm.oss IJ..?d their st ril1:: area. Tho nobin Ho~d3 wor..: tr·.::;:. t,.;C! w~;ll by th:! in:'c.ntry and in turn 'lit: c.n::thor· C'X1(l jc.'b in sup ;ortitlfr; th.Jm in thc: l'tLtnf &~t z~mc. 

Tho R~)bin HO'xls roturnud to Lai Khe :)11 the 12th 'Jf tkc,:mocr 1'Th·)rl·. tho rost 'J;t th;,; month was s;x::nt prira:>.rily 0n missi':'l1S f:'Il' 3r,~ C')r~::>s Hc..n .. quartcrs Christmnn ~.n(: NI,;. [0::.r8 CClno c.n':. )f.lsBc(i \vhilo ~)vc.rjr·:mC:! 1 ")n; ().:,- t,")· ... l'x,.; with ........ their wi vcs and families. liS the: .:'l:~ yt-ar w.?;s ush'.:r~·::l :.:ut tho ;-i. ~)bin He ;(1S l':lOkud i.)ack en a succ~s3ful yt;l'I,r nn···. n. jcb ,,1,;11 "(lll'). 

I. 


