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Jamiary 1966, began the movement of the 173rd Assault Helicopter Com-
pany. Personnel taking leave over the Christman Holidays werc required to : .
sign in on or before 26 Jemuary 1966, 3 days prior to tho units finzl POR y :

check. - Due to the unavailability of cquipment the units readinest date was i
delayed until 15 February 1966. Final POR checks were 1007 complete prior :
to that date. : L

v . N

The company was deployed overseas in four phases which included a mini-
mim essential equipment element, main body, advmnced party, and an cireraft
movenent clement.

The minimm essentinl equipment element was transported by truck to ;
Savanneh, Georgia, Here it was loaded on the barge Harvard Victory, and de= ;
parted 6 Februmy with 1 officer and 2 enlisted men arriving in Yung Tau, )
Vietnam on 18 Morch 1966. : : -

The hcin body element consisting of hly officers snd 151 enlisted men
departed Columbus, Goorgia, 15 Fubruary 1966, aboard = DG-0 aircreft. Upon
arrival at Oskland, Californis, 16 Februory 1966, they boarded the USHES
flelson M. Wolker. The Wrlker sailed on the 16th of Februcry arriving in
Vung Tau; Vietnam 10 Moerch 1966. From Vung Tou the 173rd wes flowmn by Air
Force C-130'¢ to its now home, Lai Kho, lator to become known.as "Sherwood
Forest oM :

' The advanced party, composed of 7 officers, departed Trovis Alr Force
Base, Colifornia, by C-1l1, on 2k February 1966 and srrived ab Ton Son Ibhut
Airport in Saigon on 26 February 1966.  From here they were flowa to the
11th Aviation Sattalion Heedguarters at Phu Loi wherc they received an in-
country orientotion and treiming. After fraining with the 128th Lssault
Helicoptor Company, the prrty joined the unit av Iei Khe.

o o

Oakland, Califprnia with the unit circraft mevement eleorenc - h officers,

20 erlizted men, and 2L UE-1B 2nd B medel helicspters on borrd. The Britton
docked 2t Vung Tzu on 18 Maorch 1966 and the aijrcraft w..e flown off the car- .
rier. Aifter complotion of modifications, the Hueys erc flowe by the com- .
pony pilots to Lei Khe, with tho last circrafi arriving 25 Horch 1966.

On the 26th of Fobrunry 1966, the circrafi cerrier Britton deported o

" From the period 18 iarch Io 31 March 1945, the urit, not yot baing
operabional, flew missions with other componics ond cesisted the 1lth .viation
Bottolion with administretive flights. ‘

The Rabin Hoods, as the 173rd is known, contimed throu-hout the month
of April in a non=sperntionnl status. Hewever, the unit was crumitted heav-
ily in Operation Birmingham beginning 29 April 1966. Ten Robin Hoeds znd
four Crossbows, 173rd gun ships, went into T~y Hihn Province to support the
11th Aviation Battolione #Hith Battslicn cssisting in spare parts, the cam-
pany contimied this support until 10 Iny 1966, vhen the compony was in fact
declarcd operational. This date wns later cceepted as Unit Day Lfor the 173rd
by the Chief of Military History in Woshington, D. C..

.- The momth cof !y cciuslly begins the Robin Moods traditicn. 13 Moy saw
the start of Operation Alemo. The 173rd supperted Det-B 33 Sth Specinl Forees
Group (dirborne), 1lst Special Forces, and airlifted a total of 3,196 trocps
into.VC controlled landing zones over a few doy period. They made resupply
runs, and evecuated seriosly wounded CIDG znd USSH troops from romote hestile
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areas, often under fire.

On 17 Mgz 1966, sewven Rebin Hoods warking cut of Loc Ninh, set a record
by hauling 8L9 trcops in one dny. The rccords. show that during the week of
May 10 to 17 the unit flew a totel of 1,457 sorties, hauled 3,918 pessengers,
22 tons of cargo and logged 502.4 cumbat assoult hours., .

On 27 Moy 1966, a Viet Cong supply cache was locoted only ten miles west
of the 173rd base comp. Two days later, with the airlifting of the 1st/16th
Inf. on the objective., Thus Operation Skybolt I was a complete success, cop-
turing 16 tons of peamuts, 1% tons of sdlt, 2% tons of flour, 1000 uniforms
and mmerous other foodstuffs, utensiles, gorments, and building materials,

The Commnnding Genernl of the IIField Ferce Vietnam has noted the ne-
complishments of the 173rd while in support of the 145th Aviaticon Battalion,
25th (US) Infantry Division on 3 June 1966. TUnder the leadershin of Mnjor
Clen M. Bbaugh, the unit reacted with such "decisivenuss and professicnal-~
ism", that the oper-tion was : complete succoss.

Operation Ll Paso II started on 2 Junc 1966 and lasted throughout the
month. While opernting in the arca of Toc ¥inh, Quan T»i, An Loe, Song Da,
and Iinh Thonh, the company compiled tremendsus siotistics of nceomplishe
ments. A total of I,782 sorties, 8,529 posscngerc, LD tens of corge,

62 medevacs ~nd 635.5 combat zssoult hours ond 1657 hours flown during the
speration, ' )

Even though the month of June wos filled wit: the rigors of war, the
Robin Hoods found time tu leunch on educstiosn~l progrom in the Victnomese
villnge of Lai khe. SP/L huzenne, the clessroom instructor, tought English,
Trench, Arithmetic, ond simple mathemotics. '

The Rokin H:ods spent the first week of July ROH ot Loc Hnh ~nd Guan
Loi in support of Operation Ei Pnso IX. N

nJ

On 8 culy the unit was dismatched to Cuon Lei b about 2030 hours, where
they remained the rest of the night. The fellowing dny they uoved about
S miles south and stood by with the 2/28th Infantry, p:ised to strike and
seal off n counter ambush -lready in :progress. s they woited, the watched
“Gan A Go Go' (armed CH-UT7) meking gun runs ol omp with a messive airstrike
cbout 3 miles south of their location and listened to $0 MHM's of tanks ond
50 eolibers on APC's of the 1/h fav terring the 272nd Viet Cong Regiment |
apert. Tho Robin Honds stood by with their losds of "grunts" o sink the
hooks. after nir ond crtillery grepeoretions, they took-off and droppod
their loads in to cweep the VO positions.

This turnsd sut to be ~me of the most successful battles fiught by the
1st Division in Victnom, By body count, 238 Viet Cong were killed plus the
cpturing of mumerous crew served wenpons ond sever-l helicepter leods of
of individual weapons and anbi~tonk rockets. Unfortunntsly, soveral American
soldiers lost their lives in additi-n to the loss of 5 APS!'s and 2 ¥MLB tanks.
Howcwver, n11 things consicdercd, it was o major wictory for 1lst Division and
the 173rd fssault Felicopter Company apoin showed ite stature nnd wrofussion-
alism by playing o key rolc in smashing the crack 272nd Rugivsnt.

2,



JERee

. e

ORI WA ST TN S PO PR ST

L s

fnd e e

IR T 1o S Y. TR JRALY MR O T

%

From the 11th to the 15th of July the unit supported 3rd 2de,’ 1lst Div
with resupply and rocon missizns. .On the 15th and 16th the Bde moved back
4o base camp at Loi Khe to rucoup from 45 days in the field. Of course they
were lifted by Robin Hoods -~ who ¢lsell =

20 July faund the Robin Hoods on standby at Cu Chi. Howuvery they ¢id
not standby long, as they were called upon to 1ift American dead from an ares
to the northwost of Cu Chi. The evening before, the WIittle Bears™ had
lifted 2 compeny of the 25th Division into the arca for rec»n purposes. A8

" the flight tock-off, "Chorlie" hit from 211 sides inflicting heavy crsual-

jtics. shcn the troops wore extracted, it was reported that several dead
were in the arez. 18 hours later the Crossbsws locatc® another KIA in the
lan’ing zone. The KIa's were 1ifted to the Dust-off pad at Cu Chi.

The gunships hed their share of excitement that day toc. -hile maling
firing runs owr the VC location, they.spotted concrcte bunkers, prepared
trench systems and enemy troops shooting at them. 3Both ships tock soveral
hits. Howover, the Robin Houds' luck held and they 1l returned to Shorwoocd
Forest with some grizzsly memories, bub sofe.

23 July found the Robin Hoods lifting an (RVN battalion intc the s mth-
eastern edge of the VO infested Iren Triangle to roid a bass camp. The slicks
#4idn't draw rmuch fire, but the Crossbows did, anc they brought the rath of
Robin Hoed on "Charlie" by killing L. :

The 173rd Assault Helicopter Company spent the remainder of July working
varicus missions of resupply end support of ths ITI Corp area. ’

During the first few days of .ugust, thc Robin Honds receivéd many rec
scarves, which were given to cach erew momber to protect his neck from the
herness and flak vest. The iden w.s conceived by Jajor Former, the Cross-
bow platoon leader, and the scarves were madé and donnted by Girl Scoub
Cadette Troop 537. The scarves quickly became part of the Robin Hood reg-
ular uniform.

13 jugust bogan liks 4 normal day, with the units only missiom in
39 ) v 2 2

Naiministrative 1ift of ons bottalion from Phu Loi t9 “houc Viph. dhile

enrouts, word was received thot o Viet Cong company had been locate? about
16 miles west of “hu Loi, on the Saigon River. The mission was immediately
chanred and wne battalion from hu Loi and twe from Lol Khe were lift:d into
the area. As thc final 1ift came into the 1Z, they received fire on short
final. &b this time, it was noticed that no artillery or airstrikes hec
been put in the hot area. ' :

: In an obtompt to cxpidite the nper~tiom, th.: Cxmand an’ Conbr«l Ship
flewn by Mejor ~almertree and LT Hart with the 1/16 battnlion staff aboord
made a hipgh specd marking run over the Viet Cong positions to merk thoem

for on airstrikc. On this run 52/l Charles FPlumb receive” = VG bullet
through his right log. Howower, the matbk was good and the airstrike put in
making it safo fer the slicks o land their troeps. SP/L Plumb was token to
the hospitel where X-rays indicat .d that he wwld reeover in finc ghapc.

.
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The next day (Ll -upust) after cnly light conb:ct was made, the R-hin
Hoods began extrocting the infantry back £~ Lai Zhe. On the next to last
1ift, the Vict Cong bugan mortaring the P2 oni ~pened up with small Rrms
fire. Second ships t.uk hits from scraomel and bullets s well as ¥ajor
Zbaugh and 2¥C Cirtez dbeling s1lightly woundel. As a rusult of tnis fiasco,
Major Sbauph recommeniec that o sccurity foree of nob more than 10 heli-
copters load the lost 15t ~ut of the 22 in an cffurt to apevont such 0
calamity. This ;racticc has sinco been adopted by the srount commeniers of
the 3rd Brizndc. S

15 August was enctiur roautine cay with a short edple flight to the north-
cast of Tei Kne. The slicks cncountercé light eniper fire and killed: three
Vict Cong. It must hove mace MCharlic® mad bucouse at 2300 thot night he
began a mortar attack »n ILei ¥he that lastod until 0425 anl 2 total of 129
rounds., A lich% fire tcom ond one slick ha? boen serombled in an ~ttempt T2
locate and dustroy the morter positions. 48 fucl ren low ant the woe ther
turned bnd, the ships oo nn b roturn. 111 were l-nded ant shubting -lown,
vhen Crossbow 421 flown by C2F Bayer cnlled in.un short finzl. The noxb
anyons know 421 wes unside~lown in a- crumbls” h.ed that was ones a UH-1D
helicoptor. 41l crow menbors survided wita orsksn leigs boing the most
gerims injury. How? o ono knows. .

Lfter an uxtremely leng mipht, the Robin Hoods, took-off at 0550 f£ar
several combat assaults nround the supar mill socuthwist of Cu Chi. Tn the
micddle part of the aft.rnson, CFT HRoos ond JO Hrwe off-londed soms supplies
at the su.2r mill. As they came to . hich hever to rveid people ‘stonding
armund, the short-shaft failes wns the shi full. The crew walked awsy
with WO Yowe missing 3-front t.eth, as the ship suffsred major structural
¢amage. The day hed been o long har . ono for the Robin Hoods. . It was nct
ovor yet. They had onc short troop 1ifs to make befure £oing home. Onco
agein on the finnl 1ift wut of the PZ, RCh~rlic" opened up with small orms
cend mortars. Seversl shis took hits but no ne was injurcs and they all
returnse o Shorweod Forcst. The urit seont the next few fays on 3rd Gorps

- stend-by, which gave it a much nscdod reste

. The edlm wes mice, but it 2idn't 1-st long. On the 25th of sugust, the
1st Briga‘e ron into the Phu Lol Battaliun, reinforced by & hexvy weapons
company. The 173r2 was callel upon to 1fft troops ~nd supplivs into block=
ing positions arcunl the trapsed VO anit. It was a teugh vattle, with the
VC shooting down an iir Forcs holicopter with recailess rifle fire. However,
+he Robin Hoods cem: thr.ough apain with no hits and no injuries,

The mission on 30 ‘mgust was teo support the 25th Infantry Divisicn out
of Tay Nirh. .11 1ifts had grne woll and the dny woo almost over when our
Battalion Commander, LTC Starker, askol t~ fly on one of our ships. He and
1T Gonncrs flew together and picke’-up a lond of troods.’ On the first 1ift
into the LZ spiper fire was cnecounterccd. On shord final, two roumis severed
one of the control links o the blade of LIC Storker's an® IT Connor's ship.
They lost all control and the ship full into the LZ, The fuarer ond one

infantryman wore pinnec bencoth the ajreraft and the infe=ntryman Jeovmed

in the extrcmely wob rice pady bofors the aireraft cwuld be lified. 2nd
so endeqd jurust. This hac been a perticularly tryine an” long month bub the
Robin Hoods 21l mace it and started Septombur in gocod spirits. ‘
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From the 10th through the remeinder of the cperatism, the Ilohin Hoxds
were involved in the resupply of the units in the ficld and lod every com-
bat assault that took place. As a rosult of their wtstending luadership
and superior p.rformance, the R:bin Hiods were cited by General De fuy ond
General Hollingsworth. Genernd Hollinrsworth prescnted Major #ice with the
Distinguished Flying Cross, thc Bronze Star » the iir Medal for Valor and
Commendation Mucdal for Valor for his support ~nd leadorship. Gencral
Hollingsworth then dirocted that all flight crews should receive and award
their professionalism, skill, -nd hardy endurahcc.

On 15 November, the last combat assault of coxeration attloboro turned
out to be the hottest landing zone thus far encmuntered. 'The Jungle clear-
ing which wes the LZ had been prepared by unji stakes ten feet high ond
larce enough to camage rotor blades and tail rotsrs. Ls a vesult all fligitts
had %2 land in the northern corne¢ where the stakus were not so -dentiful,

dhen departing the landing zone on the first 1ift s Major Hice was hit
in the elbow. Hajor 2im took the conbrols and flew to Tey Ninh to medicrl
aids Mr Gole, flying nmumber 2 in the load flight, took charpe and 1cd the
four shiy flight through the renaining three lifts. Five shigas werc hit
during the 1ift, three gaing down in the landing zeno. HuWever, none sere
Itobin Howds., Pajor itice was evacurted to the States where he was ro st
to be in good condition,

Two days l-ter the Ecbin Hods extractcs rrkness and bogen the sxtract-
ion of the remaining units oringing operztion ttlebore to a close. The 173rd
4ssault Helicopter Company had st forth a iLobin Hoond effort piling up on un-
precedented 3629 hours flewm. 4 tremenlous requircment had besn it uvon
the maintenance porsonncl who maintaired en mtstending 837 aireraft avail-
ability. Also fer their Part In operction Attlebors the Robin Hoods were
awarded a total of 153 awnrds.-

After ittleboro the unit was Jub on lighter duty for abmut ten thys to
give the pilots a rest and £ive maintenance a chonge to cotel up on the
aircraft.

Thenksf;iving was an occasion at Bherwnod Forest. Tho mess personnel
“Prepared 2 tremendius turkey dinner with all the trimmings. ‘ZIvoryone came
to the moss hall with camera in hand to record the cvunt,

On 28 November, Robin Hood 1ifted Darkness £rem Di in to the RMng S»t
zone - a tideland mersh aros s.uth of Saigcn and 1luny time haven fur two [
Viet Cony battelions. The unit cperated out of Vuny Tau whore darknoss i
" had their st gins arca, The #cbin Heods wore troated well by the infantry =
and in turn 4ic¢ ancthor pood b in sup sorting them in the tune 82t zone,

The Robin Hoods roturncd to Lai ¥he on the 12th of Doecombur whore the
rest of the month was swent primorily on missitns for 3p. Corps Heac.quarter
Christman and No. ferrs came ons Assca while owerysne 1wy ol to™de with ~
their wives and familics. 4s the ~12 Jear was ushured wut the ficbin Heds
looked back on a succsssiul yuar an® a jcb well one.




